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Preface

- The following grammar bock is presented as an overview
of the Murle language. The présentation and terminology is
such that it is intended to be understood by a person with
a minimum of linguistic training. This book was completed
in November, 1979. Since that time I have continued lan-
guage study and there have been some new discoveries as well
as further working of material presented in the book. Several
of these are mentioned as addenda at the back of the book.
Purther discoveries and more theoretically oriented des-
eription will have to await future work. , |

Appreciation has been extended to Wanda Pace and others
- in the introduction on-page xi. Wanda spent considerable
effort helping me organize a number of papers into this
single volume. The addenda has resulted from further sug-
gestions by Professor Kenneth Pike, Dick Watson, and Elleen
Kilpatrick. -
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Introductibn

1. Background

The Iurle people number about 70,000 and livé in
southeastern Sudan between the Nile River and the
Ethiopian border. The main group, the Loyland llurle,
occupies the area around the junction of the Kengen,
Lotilla, and Veweno rivers where they join-ﬁo form the
Pibor River. The town of Pibor is the administrative
headquarters for this group of people. Since the land
in this area is flat, the rise and fall of the rivers
alternately causes flooding and then drought. The Murle
are therefore a semi-nomadic people who move with their
cattle in order to find sufficient grazing and water.

A second group, the Hishland Murle, inhabit the
Boma Plateau about 130 miles ascutheast of Pibor., These
people belong to the same group, but are agrlcultural
due to the superior soil and rainfall on the plateau.
All cattle in the area have died because of trypanoso-
miasis, carried by the tsetse fliy. The two groups.of
Murle are separated by about 90 miles, which is used
as hunting land for both groups. The two groups keep
in touch with each other, and frequent trips are made
back and forth between the areas.

LA

The language of the Lowland Murle and the Highland
Murle is basically the same. A few of the words are
‘different, but not enough that there is any problem
in communication between these two groups., There are
also two splinter groups south of the Hurle. The
Longarinm, which live in the Boya Hills, number about
10,0C0, and the Teneb, living in the Lafit Mountains,
numnber about 2,005. These two groups have been separa—~
ted from the main body of the Murle for several genera-
tions. They still find it possible to understand the
liurle lanzuage, although there are sone basic differ-
Bnces.,
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The linguistic classificaftion of lurle is Nilo-
Saharan, Chari-1llilg, Bastern Sudanic, Didinga-liurle.

The first work with the Ifurle lanzuage was done by
R. E. Lyth, vho was the District Commissioner at Fibor
Poat during the 1940's. He wrote a noncgraph and dice
tionary which was re-published by Khartoum in 1971.
Later work was done by Paul Hostetter and Harvey'Huek-
stra, who worked at Pibor duriﬁg the late 1950's with
- the American Presbyterian Mission. They did some ling-
uisgtic research, as well as-translating'seteral books of
the New Testament into the Murle language.  A. N. Tucker
has also done some writing on Ifurle. o o

The data for this paper has been taken at Lukur-
inyang, which is about one mile from the towm of Pibor,
Therefore, analysis presented here is specifically from
the Lowland Murle language.

I first visited Pibor and Boma on a linguistie sur-
vey in January, 1975; under the auspices of the Summer
Institute of Linguisties. I later returned to Pibor as
a S.I.L. researcher working under the liinistry of Educa-
tion of the Southern Region, and began linguistic research
in May, 1977. Most of the past two years have been spent
on this work. I would like to extend thanks and acknow-
ledgment to Idris alos and John Atiel, who both served
faithfully as my languapge teachers; alsc to Handa_Paqe,
who served as my linguistic consultant, and to Dr. John
Bendor-Samuel who has advised us in our work and encour-
aged me to. produce this book. Also thanks to Lois Rowley
who typed the manuscript, and last but not least, to my
wife, Barbara, who has assisted me in the work among the
Hurle,

2. Fodel

In this paper I am not attemptinz Yo present a
specific linjuistic model, but asm, rathor, endeavoring


fwester


Murle . _. a ‘ x11

to Five an accurate description of the ilurle phonology
~and grammar. On the phonology level I am using phonemes,
rather than features,to describe the sounds of the
language.

(n the grammar level the formulas are given in the
4=-box tagmemic system,es presented by Pike end Fike,
(197?7). In such a formula, the four basic features of
each constituent of a construction (tagmeme) are pre-
gented. The four features are: |

Blot Claés(ed
Role | Cohesion

The Slot describes the grammatical function of the
tagmene, s.g. subject, predicate, object, margin, nu-
cleus, etc. The Class is the kind or kinds of units
which £ill that specific glot in the construction, 0.2
noun phrases and pronouns may flll the subject ‘slot
of a clause; adjectives, possesasives, and numerals mey
fill the margin slot of a noun phrase, The Role is
the underlying or “"deep structure” purpose of the tag-
meme, e.5. the subject has the role of actor, the pred—
icate has the role of action, a margin may have the
- role of quality, possession, quantity, and S0 on. Qgp‘
hesion states any requirements the tagmeme must neet
in order to fit torrectly into the rest of the con-
struction, e.g. adjectives have to agree with nouns in
number, and predicates have to agree with subjects in
person and number, B

The following presentation is divided into chapters
dealing with varlous lovels of the 1aﬁguage. It begins
with the simplest Mnit and builds toward the most com-
plex. In the phonology the order is; ' '

phonene

syllable

word

pause group. .


fwester

fwester

fwester

fwester


Murle | : ST I T

In the grammar section the order is:

- morpheme
word
phrasde
clause

~sentence

. paragraph
discourse

%, Overview

Chapter 1 deals with the phonology of Murle. It
describes the various consonants and vowels with their
ellophonic variations, end establishes the phonemes
by pairs of contrasting words. Syllable patterns, dis~
tribution of phonemes within syllables, tone, stress,

. and length on the word level, and intonation on the
pause group level, are also discussed in this chepter.

- Chapter 2 deseribes morphophonemic phenomena., In
Murle some consonants and vowels change when in the en-
vironment of other phonemes. The rules for these changes
are given and exemplified in this chapter.

-Ghapter 3 deals with the pluraiization:of nouns,
Pluralization can be done in a variety of ways in Murls.
A set of general rules, broken down into specifiec rules,
is the basis for dividing Murle nouns into 18 classes
for pluralization purposes. A total of 500 nouns in
singular and plufal forms are listed with the various
rules, to illustrate how the rules applye. “ﬁorphophonemic
adjustments are also noted -in the lists of nouns.

Chapter 4 dBSEribes the four cases in which lMurle
nouns occur when used in a clause. In this chapter
the uses of the various cases are described and the
suffixes given for each case. -

Chapter 5 describes the morphology of a verb. The
verb has three basic modes,and these‘*are marked for per-
son and number. The three basic modes make up the core
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of the verb, Tour margins can be attached to the core:
undersoer, reciprocal, passive, and directional.

Chapter 6 discusses the personal pronouns. Hurle
has different gets of pronouns for each case, and theése
sets of pronouns are listed with examples of their usage.
The possessive pronouns have alternate sets and also
differ depending on whether the noun they modify is
singular or plural. A table showing all the pronouns
is given at the end of the chapter.

Chapter 7 deals with the noun phrase. It shows:
how a noun can be modified by various margins, such as '
adjectives, possessives, demonstratives, numbers, etc.
Fxplanations are given for hou each of these modifiers
are used in a noun phrase. Adjective phrasgses and poss-
esslve phrases are also covered in this chapte:,becaﬁsa
- they are part of the noun phrase.

Chapter 8 discusses the clause level. It gives
formulas and examples of the various types of clause ,
‘cores that can be used in Murle. The various margins
which can be attached to the clause cores are also
discussed and illustrated. '

Chapter 9 contains a Murle text that has been
broken down into clauses, with a'word-bj-word transla=--
tion into Emglish, and followed by 2 free translation.
A brief analysis of the discourse features of this
text is then given, with some comments on paragraph
and sentence boundaries. It is felt that this level .
of Murle is too large to include in its entirety, so0
the analysis is confinedto the text given in the
chapter, B ' '
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CHAPTER 1

Phonology

1l. Thonenes

1.1. Consonanta , _

Following iz a phonetic chart of Hurle. consonants.
Sounds which fluctuate with each other or are allo-
phones of the same phonems are circled.

i
QED R D)
a dz
mn #
y

£ k

H

W
l1.1.1. Stops

Stopsz occur at the bilabial, alveolar, and velar
points of articulation and have bofh voiced and voice-
less forms. Voiceless stops occur in any position in
& word; initial, medial, and final. Voiced stops occur
word initial and word medial, but do not occur word
final, because in’this position they change to their
voiceless counterpart. See Ch. 2; 1l.l.

The thrce voiceless stops /o/, /t/, and /k/ are
slightly aspirated in the word-initial and word-medial
positions, but they have no aspiraticn in the word-final
position. - | |
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a. The voiceless bilabial stop [p] is in con-

*

/p/
/bo/

/p/
/v/

trast with the voiced bilabial stop [b].

/poc/ ‘young grass'
/boc/ 'fish spear’
/apak/ *he splits!

/abakbak/ 'he encloses’

N b. The voiceless alveolar stop [t] is in contrast
with the voiced alveolar stop [d].

/t/
/af

474
/a/

/taal/ *buy?
I/daal/ ‘choke'
/afaak/ 'he chases'

/adook/ the beats!

c. The voiceless velar stop [k] is in contrast
with the voiced velar stop [g]. '

/x/
/s/

/x/
/8/

Jki/ .. 'mussel‘

/ei/ '$hing!
Jakul/ 'it flies!
Jagul/ 'crocodile!

d. The voiced bilabial stop with ingressive lung
air [B]and the voiced alveolsr atop with egreasive

lung air [d]

occur only before back:: vowels. In this

position they fluctuate with [b] and[d] respectively.
These ingreszives arc not used at all by many Murle

speakers.

([B]~fp]

[}~ ()

ﬁhﬂﬂ-v [bulk] 'also!
[Borral-[porral  'cat’
[boot] ~ [boot]  *cave!

[déon:|~|:do§n] Tonly'
[_dol] ~ [@s1]l 'childre;i'
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/o/ and /d/ are chosen to represent tho fluctua-
tion of these two phones, since (b] and [d] are the nore
commonly uged forms and also occur elsewhere in- the |

1anguab_ .

Reurite:
/oulz/ | 'algo!
/borra/ Teat!
/boot/ : ' fcave!
/doon/ Tonly!

/dal/ 'echildren'
l.l1.2. Fricatives

- @ The voiceless labiodental fricative [£] and
the voiced labiocdental fricative [v] are in complemen—
tary distribution. :

[£] oeccurs word final.

[aduui] *he boasts! -
[keef] T cultivate!

[vl occurs elsewhere.

[voloy] ' _ *lie’
avacl 'I throw!
[kavaci]

/v/ is chosen to represent these allophones.

Rewrite:
Jaduuv/ 'he boasts'
/k<ev/ 'T cultivate!
/volon/ lie! '

/kavaci/ ' T throw!
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b. The voiceless alveolar grooved fricative [ﬁ]
fluctuates with the interdental fr:.cative [9]

[cees] ~ [ceeb] 'house"
[kabag]~ [rabab] 'knife'

The voiced alveolar grodved fricative 2z fluc-
tuates with the voiced interdental fricative & .

[ziit]~[aiit] 'metal!
[suzul] ~ [zudul) ~ ‘hyena'

Furthermore, [z~d] and [s~8:| are in complementary
distribution, - |

I:s-ve] occurs word final.

[z~¢f] occurs elsewhere.

There is a great deal of latitude permitted in this
fricative and both the interdental and the alveolar are
" acceptable, H'owever, the norn is somewhere in between
these two positions. '

T

The symbol chosen to rerresent these phones is /27
aince it is a simple symbol and the voiced allophone
is more comuon than the voiceless allophone.

Rewrite:
/eeez/ _ 'house'
/kabaz/ - 'knife'
Jziit/ "metal!

/guzul/ o 'hyena'
1.1.3.,. Affricates

a. The voiceless alveopalatal grooved affricate
[ts] is in contrast with the alveopalatal grooved affri-
cate [dz] .
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/ts/ . /tsin/ ‘gee! .

/dz/ /dzin/ ~ 'ask'
/58/ /matsar/ 'brisket’
| /dz/ /adzaar/ 'he passes'

/ts/ and /dz/ will be interpreted as /¢/ and /j/
respectively since the Murle languaze does not have
consonant clusters. '

Rewrita
Jein/ Isee!
/4in/ | gk
/macaxr/ brisket!

/ejaar/ ‘he passes'

‘b. The voiceless alveolar grooved affricate [c¢]
is in fluctuaticn with the voiceless alveopalatal
grooved fricative [8]. In fast speech [s] is commonly
used, This is especially true near the end of words.
However, when these words are spoken distinctly, the
sound is clearly a [c]. | ‘

L<] ~ [s] [wanico] ~[wanisc]  'today
[toloc] ~ [tolos ] tchicken! ™

/¢/ is chosen as the phonene to represent this
fluctuation, since careful speech is used as the basis
for phonological analysis. (Hooger,.19?6)

Rewrite: )

/wanico/ 'today!
/toloc/ ‘chicken!
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¢. The voiced alveopalatal grooved affricate
[Jd is in contrast with the voiced alveolar grooved
fricative [z]

/3/ / jook/ 'god’
/z/ /zooe/ *foot!
/37 /kajac/ "kob?
/z/ /kazec/ 'gand"

lcl.‘“ol Nasals

The voiced bilabial nasal [m] and the voiced
alveolar nasal [r] and the voiced alveopalatal nasal.
[H] and the voiced velar nasal [1] are all in contrast
with each other in all positions. :

/m/ /mes/ "lion'

/n/ /naana/ 'It

7/ /Haan/ ‘beer'’

/n/ /oae/ *woman'
/n/ /amot/ The .grabs' f
/n/ /anot/ 'he mees’
/5/ /efet/ - 'he builds‘
/u/ /anedet/ 'he chops!
/s/ /agam/ *he holds!'
/n/ /azan/ *thigh!
/B/ /van/ ‘den'

7/ /%anﬁ 'eow!

The phonene /f/ will be wrltten as /ny/ gince this
is the form used in African 1anguages._
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Réwrite:
/ny/ /nyean/ tpeer!
/enyet/ 'he builds!?
/vany/ 'den!

l1.1.5. Resonants

a. The voiced alveolar flap [r] is in contrast
with the vo:.ced alveolar lateral [1] in all positions.

/1/ "~ /laan/ tarrow '_
/r/ /raane/ "bathe!
/x/ /alaam/' 'he stops'
/r/ /caraam/ 'skirt?
/1/ ./kol/ ‘open'

/T/ /koxr/ 'gun't

b. The voiced alveolar flap [r] is in contrast
with the voiced alveolar stop 4] .

/r/ /raal/ ' 'beﬁitch'
/&/ /daal/ ‘choke!

[/ /erome/ "he meets!
/d/ /adona/ *he takes!

¢. In the Murle language there are two semivowels:
the voiced labiovelar vocoid /w/ and the vulced palatal
vocoid /7/ as in the following examples:

Vatr4 | /walaak/ ‘crow'
/kowat/ *snake'
/yewyavw/ 'dirt*

v/ /yubuz/  'rest!
/biyen/ 'stones'

/toy/ 'fish trap'
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More discussion can be found on semivotielz under
2-2-2.

1.1.6. Phonemie chart of consonants

Labial Alveolar Alveopalatal Velar

Stops, Voiceless P t . o] . k.
- Voiced b d h| ' g
Fricatives - v 2
Nasals ’ m a | mw | 1
Resonants, Ilap I : :
Lateral 1 i
Semivowels W 2 '

l.2. Vowels e N R

Fhonetic chart of vowels

l1.2.1. The voiced high close frbnt unrounded vocoid
[i] is in contrast with the voiced mid close front
unrounded vocoid [e]. |

/i/ /itat/ 'ear! .
/e/ Jeton/ 'tuenty'

1.2.2. The voiced high close front unrounded vocoid -
1] fluctuates with the voiced hizgh open front ua-
rounded vocoid [t] between consonants.

T
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L~ ,I kacin kacin, ~ 'I gee’
© dila  dila *spear’

[i] ocours elsewhere.

[i] /itat/  ‘'ear'
/kavnudi/ 'I drink®

/i/ is chosen to represent this phoneme because
it has.a wider distribution.

Rewrite:
/kacin/ tT see!
/dila/ ' 'spear!

-1e2+3. The voiced mid cloge front unrounded vocoid .
[e] is in contrast with the voiced mid open front un-—
‘rounded vocoid [e]. -

/e/ /arek/ he puts'
/e/ /arek/ 'she grinds'

l1.2.4, The voiced nid open front unrounded vocoid
[€] is in contrast with the voiced 1ow .open central
unrounded vocoid [a].

/e/ /hk!tket/ "sweet !
/fa/ /ekat/ the spears'

1.2.5. The voiced high clese back.rounded vocoid [u]
is in contrast with the veiced mid close back rounded
vocoid [0].

o/ fi/ ‘pot!
/o/‘ /ijo/ tload'
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1.2.6. The voiced mid close back rounded vocoid Ei]
ia in contrast with the voiced low close back rounded
vocoid [o]. '

"/0/ ~ /kawo/ 'I call"
/2 /kaws/ 'T walk'

1l.2.7. The voiced low open central unrounded vocoid
a] is in contrast with the voiced low close back
rounded vocoid [o] .

/la/” /dayn/. ~ Vargue!
/o/ /dan/ 'mortar!

1.2.8. The voiced low open central vocoid [é] is in
fluctuation with the voiced mid open central vocoid(8].
bas been found to occur in only the following word,

in which it ig slightly nasalized.

l-[] fad~fe)

Since both pronunbiations are in fluctuation and
the phone [8] is so rare, /a/ is chosen as the symbal
for this phoneme. ' |

/a/ /na/ *why ¢

1.2.9. All vowels can be lengthened, and thesze are in
«eontrast with their short conterparts. - :

/i/ /libir/ ‘tgide!

Jie/ /abler/ 'it ripens!
. le/ /merkec/ *shoep'

/le*/  /me-ri/ 'red"

/s/ /ele/ 'body!

le=/ /e*l/ | ‘are!
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/a/ /kadak/  ‘to eat!

/a*/ . Jfkada‘k/ 'to die’
S/ /Jeumut/  vibis!

Ju/ /gunun/ "owl!

Jo/ -'/dokbl/ 'gerval cat’'

Jo*/ Jdo*k/ 311!

/o/ /cok/ ‘wot!

/ce/ /eosk/ 'smell!

Lengthened vowels are interpreted as a_single
phoneme rather than a vowel cluster since there are no
other vowel clusters in the language. All lengthened
vowels, however, will be written in this paper as
double vowels,

Rewrite:
/abiir/ ' it ripens'
/meeri/ red!
/eel/ . ‘are'
/kadsak/ 'to die’
/guumun,/ - Towlt
/dook/ : 'allt
/eook/ Ygmell'

1.2.10. Phonemic chart of wvowels. .

Front Central Back

o

High i . u

MHd e 0

Low € a , 2
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1.2.11.: “hen vowels occur word initial, they are pre-
ceded by a slizht zlottal stop [?l. “There is also s
glottal stop at the end of an imperative verb if the
imperative form ends in a vowel., The atrength of this
glottal stop depends.on how loudly or forcefully the.
- imperative iz spoken. '

[7] 281011 ‘he comes'
[?oroz) ‘dog' '
[bita?] tgo !
EREY AT ‘come

Since the glottal stop is predictable and consistent,
1t will not be written in the remainder of this paper.

Rewrite:
/aku/ 'he comes'
/oroz/ ‘dog!
/bita/ - 'gol!
/ija/ ' "come !'

2. Sylleble Patterns and Distribufion of Pho,nemes
" 2.1s Syllable Patterns
The maximun expanded syllable pattern in lurle is

(CY VvV (*) (C). The following examples show the syllable
types that can occur.

v . /o/ ot

v Jii/ "day'

CV Jco/ "thig!

V¢ oL/ 'people’ |
GVC. /cap/ - Tie!

cve Skaa/ 'to!

YeC Jecz/ ‘goat!

CveC /buul/ 'age-set’
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2.2, ‘Distribution of Phonemnes

In general, the'distribution of phonenes within &
syllable has few restrictions. There are no co-occur-—
rence restrictions between vowels and consonants. Iric-
atives, nasal, resonants, and voiceless stops can at&nd
in any consonant =slot,. Vplced stops occur syllable -
initial and ‘occasionally syllable final. Hnwever; voiced:
stops can never oc¢cur syllable final. 1f that syllable is
the final syllable in a word.

2.2.1l, Consonant clusters do not exist within the lMurle
syllable, although consonants will stand next to each
other within a word across syllable boundaries. Thisg ig .
most common with identiecal consonants, as in the rollow—
ing examples. '

- /bor.ra/ | Tcat?
/ki.baal.lic/ "hird?®

/a.bak.ki/ - 'drunle*

Unlike consonants may also stand next to each other
word medially across syllable boundarles, as the follow=
1ng examples shov.

/bam.kit/ _ | "tiger fish'
/ar.te/ 'grass!
/ko.Toog. jok/ "homesteads'

2e2+.2. The Semivowels . are interpreted as consonants
because it keeps the language consistent with the above
syllable patterns, which do not include any vowel clus-
ters. (Uelmers, 1973, p. 29-30) '

Yhen [u] or [i7J occur initially before another vowel,
they take on a definite [wl or [yJ] quality, and are in-
terpreted-as consonant in this position.

/u/ /waaz/ 'noon!
/v/ /yatigan/ 'y nother'
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‘hen [u]or/i] occur intervocalicly, they again
take on a definite consonant quality and are interpreted
as /u/ or /y/ respectively..

V2"74 /kowat/ *snalke’
/y/ /biyen/ 'stones’

tVhen [0l or {iJ oceur word finsl following another
vowel, they are interpreted as consonants. However, the
suffix =i is attached to many nouns and verbs, and in
some cases the fineol consonant drops out, leaving the
guffix =i directly following another vowel, In this
situation the wvowel /i/ will be written, in order *o
Eive a clear understanding of the granmmatical construc-
tions, even thouzh phonologically it is interpreted &ss a

/vl

/yitoi/ 'guide'
/kabaai/ ‘ 'T live'

Se Phonological'WOrd
3.1. Syllable Distribution

A word can be made up of only one syllable; however,
usually two or more syllables stand together to forn a
single word. As many as six syllables can be put tdgether_
to form a single wvord.

/Eki.zi.wa.ne.ta/ tbuffalos’
/ki.jin.to.zo.ze,y2/ ‘'we were asked for'

The four syllable types beginning with a consonant
(CV, CVC, CV+, and CV+C} can occur in any position in
a word. The four syllable types bezginning with a vowel
(V, V», VO, and V*C) occur only word initial. The ex~
ception to this restriction is when a vowel suffix at-
taches %0 the end of a word endingz in a vowvel. In this
case it is possible to get a V syllable word final.:

/maa.o/ ~ 'of & woman'
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B.2s Tone and Stress

Tucker & Bryan (1966, p. 371) state that there are
three tones,and that they may be lexically significant.
However, my findings show that on the word'leval, tone
does not have lexical siznificance. In an isolated
word, tone is closely connected with stress and length-
- ened vowels, and the three must be considered as one
entity. Yhen & word has a lengthened vowel, the high
tone and stress also occur on the syllable with the:
lengthened vowel. If there is no lengthened vowel in
a two-syllable word, then the stress and high tone are
usually put on the first syllable, ™

/&ﬁdak/ 'to eat!
/kafiiak/ "to die'

:WOrds of three or more syllables are more unpre-
_dictable; although again the stress and high tone usually
go on the first syllable if there is no syllable with a -
lengthened vowel. ' : '

/L{ziWan/ 'buffalo’ _
/mo'tfontoc/ 'tamarind tree!

4., Pause Group

tWlords are put together into pause groups. The end
"of each pause group is marked by a change in tone pat-
tern and a pause. Although tone end stress are some=-
times confusing in isolated words, pause group intonation
is a more important factor than tone and stress on the
word level, and overrides any sStress-tone pattern on iso-
lated words. The last syllable of each succeeding word
in a pause group is normally stressed,and carries a

high tone. The last word of a declarative pause group
carries a dropping tone and little,if any, stress.

# Further study of the implication of the exceptions needs
10 be made, .
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[Karooy naana kicin. tay ;;;ﬂ
I want I to see cow my

'I want to see my cow.'

: A pause group containing a yes/no question. has
high tone and stress on the final syllables of the

pause group.

[Aroon niina ako melegenyal?]
want Jou to go market
'Do you want to go to the market?!

A pause group containing a question word at the
end has high tone and stress on the penultimate syllable
of the pause group and a sharp drop in tone on the last

- gyllabie.
—_— e ™
Ao niina TYaadan?] .
go you where o

'Y\here are you goingzg?!
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CHAPTIR 2

Morphophonenmic Phenomena

1. Volced and Voiceless Stops

l.2. /p/ and b/, and /t/ and /d/, and /e/ and /j/,
and /k/ and /g/ are all separate phonemes in contrast
with each othery as proved in Chapter 1. However, in
a word-final position the voiced stops /v/, /4/, /3/,
- and /g/ change to their voiceless counterparts /p/,

- /t/y /e/y and /k/. This becomes cbvious when words
drop or add suffixes, since the stops change back and
forth betwesn voiced and voiceless forms depending on’
whether they are at the word-nedial posltlon or word-
final.

1.2. Examples H

/v/—=/p/ I/kilibwa/-¥——?/kilip/
' 'shields! " Tshields®
fd/—/%/ fkatoodi/—> /katoot/
'T climb! - 'we climb!
/e/~/%/ Jeulugit/— fululk/
A - 1fisht - "Pishes'
lif—/c/ | /yeelajo/—— /yeelac/
fof a dove! ‘dove'

1.3; It is important that the surface forms be written
rather than the underlying forms, begcause there are
vowel changes that are conditioned by the surface forms.
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Therefore, when these voiced stops become their voice~
less counterparts, thes voiceless forms will be written
in order to explain the vowel changes.

/kawudi/ ————0 /Jawot/
' 'T deink' 'he drinks'

In the above example, the /d/ in /kawudi/ becomss
/t/ when it occurs word final in /awot/. This triggers
the change of the /u/ in /kawudi/ to the /o/ in /awot/.

l.4. This raises the problem of determining the under-
lying form of the root of a word. The root cannot be
found by looking at the shortest form. Tor example, if °
one looks at the imperative form of a verb (the shortest:
form) which ends in a stop, the stop will alwaya be
voiceless because of its final position in the word.
There is no way of knowing whether that final stop is
inherently a voiceless or a voiced stop. In a verb one
must look at a form which contains é suffix. The stop
then becomes word medial and oceurs in its underlying
form. It is important to realize that stops which are
ipherently voiceless retain the vomceless quallty even
when they occur word medlally, only ‘the stops which_are
inherently voiced will change back to their voiced forms.

/teset/ _— /kateedi/
feut! , 1T cut’

/not/) —————3 /kanoti/

'look at! 'T look at'!

In the above examples, the final /t/ in /teet/ is
inherently voiced and it therefore reverts back to /d/
when followed by a suffix,as in /kateedi/. However,
the final /t/ in /not/ is inherently voiceless and
therefore maintains its voiceless form even when a suf-
fix is added. . '
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2, Yeak Vowels.

2.1. The vowels /e/, /o/, and /o/ are weak vowels and.
are raised to the vowel above them in certain environments.

/el —/e/
/of=/u/
Jo/—/e/

2.2, The environment vhich causes these changes |
I__works - from the end of the wdrd, going from right te

left. Therefore when a suffix is asdded or deleted from
& word, it influences changes in the word to which it is
attached. (Antell et al,)

2.3. The weak vowels are raised in the énvironments of
high vowels /i/ and /uj and to a lesser degree by mid
vowels /e/ and /o/. However, sometimes if a medial /t/
precedes these vowsls, it blocks the raising effect on
the, preceding weak vowels. The weak vowels also will
be raised in the environments of voiced stops /b/, /d/,
/3/s and /g/f and the pull upward is especially strong if
a high vowel and voiced consonant occur together. The.
weak vowels are also raised in the environments of the
alvecpalatals /c¢/, and /ny/, and sometimes by a final
/n/ or /t/. (See Addendum 2 for revised treatment.)

2.4, /o/ raises to /u/

fawot/ ————> /kavwudi/
'he drinks' 'I drink®

In this example the suffix ~i is added in the word

/kawudi/. The final /t/ of /awot/ reverts back to a
/d/, and the strong pull of the voiced stop /d/ and the
high vowel /i/ pulls the weak vowel /o/ up to a /u/ in
the form /kawudi/. '
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Aotok/ y /utugeti/
'mouth! ‘mouths'

Here the plural suffix ~eti is added to the singular
form /otok/. The final /k/ thus bedomes medial and re-
verts back to /g/ and the environment of the voiced stop
- /8/ and the vowels /o/ and /i/ of the new suffix pull
the original /o/ phonemes up to /u/ phonemes, thus form-
ing the word /utugeti/. '

2.5. /e/ raises to /e/

/akeep/ ————3  /kakeebi/
‘he reads! 'I read!

In this example the suffix —i is added. - The /p/
of /ekeep/ is no longer word final so it reverts back to
& /b/. The combined pnvironment'of the voiced stop /b/
and the high vowel /i/ pull the /ee/ up to /ee/ forming
the word /kakeebi/.

/kebere/ ————> /keberec/

‘eyes' - 'eyeo!

When the singular marker -¢ is added, all the weak
/e/ vowels are rsised to /e/. :

2.6, /o/ raises to /o/

Jaraot/ — /karoodi/
'he hides! 'we hide'

~When the suffix -i is added, the final /t/ of faroot/
reverts back to /d/. The combined environment of the
voiced consonant /d/ and the bigh vowel /i/ pull the /o/
up to an)q/.
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/dal/ - —-— /dole/
'children’ | ‘ehild!

Vhen the Singula;: suffix -¢ is added, the /o/ of
/dol/ is raised to /o/. . -

2«7+ This situation means that the underlying form of
the root of some words is unpronouncable in the langusge
but the stop-voicing rule and the vowel-raising rule
.change the root to its pronouncable surface forms.

kateedi 'T cut!
teed —
hhh‘h““‘“‘h—-atset 'he cuts'

‘The form teed is actually never found within the
language. ) '

2,8. The vowel-raising rule described here works-togather
with 2 vowel-agreement rule. Vvhen a weak vowel is raised
by its environment, all the like vowels in a word will
aleo change in order to agree. In the perfect and sube
Junctive modes of the verb, the mode marker is a redupli-
cafion of the vowel in the stem of the verb, which is ‘
Placed in front of the stem. When the vowel in the sten
is & weak vowel which changes with a new environment,
then even thekﬁﬁaﬁiﬁafker will change in order to keep

in agreement with the change in the verd stem.

/etect) —— /eteedn/
‘he cut! 'you cut' past

/koroma/ ————— furumu/
'I joined' - 'you joined!

3. leak Consonants

%.1l. The consonants /k/, /t/, and /c/ have both weak
and strong forms. Yhen they are stronz they will stand
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in all positions. A weak consonant will stand word final,
but will drop out when a suffix is added. Uhen one of
these consonants is seen in a word~final position, there
is no way of knowing whether it is weak or strong until

a suffix is addgd to the word.

3.2. The following are examples of the streong /k/, /t/,
and /c/. ' |

b

/&/ /ajuk/ /kajuki/
' ‘he throws!' 'I throw'

/negek/ —  /yeyeknya/

'stinging'fish' ‘atinging fishes'
/t/ /agumut/ —————— Jagumutwa/

'*sacred ibis? tgacred lbises' -
V{4 /boloc/ » /boloci/

"pool’ . 'pools'

3.3. .The following are examples of weak /k/, /t/, and /c/.

Sk/ Jaruk/ " y /karui/
'he beats' 'T beat!’

/kadikok/ ——— /kadikonya/

/t/ /karwet/ ———— Jkarwenya/
terested crane! 'ereated cranes!
/c/ /lorbe/ — [lorowa/ |
'male kob' ‘male kobs'

4. Senmivowels

- #,1. A /w/ or /y/ is placed between the vowels if a
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word ends in a vowel and the suffix begins with a vowel.

/ooca/ + /=et/ —— Jbocavet/
Vfigh-hook! 'fish-hooks'

/ti/ + /-en/ —4————+./tiyen/
Nring’ 'rings'

/kala/ + [/wi/ —— /kalayi/
'we Dbeg' | 'I beg'

4,2, There is no way of predicting which:semivow91 wi1I
be used before a given suffix. The Murle themselves
will sometimes vary on their choice of semzvowels in cer=-
taln words.

‘4.3, Uhen a wesk consonant drops out, it may frequently
caugse a- situation where the addition of the new suffix
would put twe vowels together. In this situation a
‘semivowel is inserted where the weak consonant dropped
out. The weak consonant does not actually change to g
semivowel, but rather it is the working of the two rules
in seguence: first the dropping out of a weak consonant,
and then, since the vowels are now contlguous, an inser-
tion of a semivowel,

/eabak/ + /=et/ —— /ca.bayef)’
'net' : 'nets!

Jtuuk/ + fkgnaf-_——a /tuuwane/
'well' ’ - 'wells®

4,4, The only exceptions to the insertion of a semi-
vowel are in some of the verbs which end in a weak /k/.
When the /k/ drops out because of a i guffix, the =i
will sometimes be attached dlrectly to the preceding-
vowel.
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/kabask/ «+ /-i/<—-—;+/kthai/ N
tye live', : 'T live' .

lkatask/ + /-i/ —— /katooi/
‘vwve chase' I chase'

S« Elision

5.1. There are some small particles in Murle which end
in vowels, such as /ci/ and /ma/. Wwhen these occur in
casual speech in front of a word beginning with a vowel,

the vowel of the particle drops out.

/ei slaanoe/ ——— /Jecalaano/

- tof the chiefs' 'of the chiefs®
/ma azi/ _ 3 /mazi/‘
'and says® ' . Yand says!

In careful speech however, the vowel of the particl
is retained. Using ¢areful speech as the basis for
enalysis, these particles will therefore maintain their
separate identity. . ] o

5.2. When the particle /o/ occurs before a word begin-
ning with a vowel in casual speech, the /o/ takes on
the quality of a word-initial /w/.

/o alaano/ ————— fwalaano/ -
‘of a chief! ‘ Yof a chief!

/o arukan/ ———— /warukan/
twho beat me! ‘who beat ne'

Again, however, in careful speech the particle /of
takes on its vowel quality and therefore retains its
separate identity. ' '


fwester

fwester

fwester


Murle : 25

5.3. There is one notable exception to the particle
retaining its separate identity. Some possessive pro-
nouns in Murle are a combination of /ei/ and .a depend-
ent posgessive suffix: =-an, -un, =in. BSince the de~
pendent suffixes cannot stand alone, elision has occured
below the surface level and the elided. forms have become-
independent and meaningful words in their own right. |

fei/ + [-an/—/jcan/ © ‘my’
/oi/ + [-un/~—> foun/ - ‘your'

6. Other Morphophonemie Rules

6.1. If a word enmds in either /1/ or'/f/ and is followed
by a suffix beginning with a low or mid vowel, a fy/ is
inserted before the suffix.

/ooor/ + /wok/ ———> /booryock/
'clan’ ~ tclans'

/dol/ + /—a/-—;M“—ﬁ /dolya/
'children! ‘children' (nom)

t

6.2. If a /b/ or /a/ comes before a éuffixfbegiﬁning.
with a low vowel, a /j/ is inserted before the suffix, -

- fkorook/ + /=0k/—— /koroogjok/
'home'! 'homes’

fkakesp/ + [-a/ ——+ /kekeebia/
'we all count' 'we count' (excl)

6.5 %When a word ends in.a velaxr nﬁsal /u/, it adds
a /ny/ before taking a suffix beginning with a vowel.

/gaan/ + /—Ok{ —_— /gaa‘l;}rwok/
tfight' tfights!

/karosn/ + /-a/ — /karsounya/
'I want! 'we want'
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6.4, ihen a noun ends in a /n/ it often adds a /t/
before addinz the vowel 'case suffix.

/kuduvaan/ + /=i/-—> /kuduvesanti/
'vulture' {(ace) ‘vulturs' (nom) .

/demziin/ + /-o/ — /demziinto/
'learning’ tof learning'

6.5. -The nasal /n/ is sometimes placed between vowels
if a word ends in a vowel and the suffix baglns with a-
vowel. It divides the vowels in the same way as the
‘semivowels. There is no way to predlct ‘vhether a /n/
or a semivowel will be used in any given word,but the
semivowels are by far the most common.

/kaluwa/ + /-en/ — /kaluwanen/
' fence’ - Vfences'

_ 6.6. Uhen a word*énds'in a /z/ preceded by a vowsl,
the vowel drops out when a suffix is gdded.

/Joroz/ + /-e/ — forze/
*dog' 'dogs

/zenez/ + /eeti/ — /zenzeti/
theart' 'hearts!

6.7, All of the above morphophonemic ‘pules generally
apply throughout the language; however, there are always
some excepbtions to the rules. BSometimes weak vowels will
resist the vowel-peising rule end maintain their weak
form throughout. Oceasionally a weak - consonant will re-
sist dropping out when a suffix is added. These:are, '
nevertheless, highly productive rules in the language,
even though there are a few forms for which they do not
account. | |
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- CHAPTIR 3%

Pluralization of [Turle Nouns

l. Introduction

Welmers (1973, p. 2%9) states, "For sheer complex—
ity or irregularity in nominal morphology it is hard to
beat a number of nilo-Saharan languages.” ZIythe (1971,
p.6) also attests to this when he says in his Murle
grammar that "There are no rulea for forming the plurals ~
of nouns and plural forms of each noun must be learned
separately." He then proceeda to give a list of 30 nounsy
each with a different method of pluralization. At first
impression, one tends to agree that there is no system.
After studying the problem, however, one can see that
while there are a large number of ways to form pluréls,
most nouns do follow some system. Nouns ca&n be classi-~
fied into groups which follew the;same rules of plurali-
gation. _— . R o

This chapter is based on a miscellaneous selection
of 500 pouns and their plurals. Thesa are divided into
c¢lasses which handle pluralization in the same way. In
‘most cases the nouns put into each eategory have no
-semantic relationship to each other. There are some
cases, however, in which words with semantic relation-
ships form plurals in the same way. IZxamples are body
: parfs, vocations,'relatives, birds, collectives, etc.
Semantic relationships are only an indication of how a
word will form the plufal and is not foolprosf since -
there are aluays exceptions. There is:zalso a tendency
for words ending with the saie phoneme to pluralize in
the same way. For example singular nouns ending with
the phoneme /c/ usually drop the /¢/ to form the plural.
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Again, hovever, there are always exceptions.

In the 50C words used for analysis, 18 plurali-
‘zation systems werse found. Althouszh 18 ways of plur-
alization are a great many, it is still better than
having no classification at all. The largest group
 contains 69 examples and the smallest contains only 3,
No classification is indicated unless there are & mini-
mum of 3 examples. The remaining nouns, 35 out of 500,
do not fit a system and are therefore classified as
irregular. Given more nouns some of these irregular
nouns way also fit into additional aystens,

There are 4 ganeral rules for forming plurals énd h
this is confirmed by Tucker & Bryan (1966, p. 375 ;)

a. Addition of & suffiz.

b, Deletion of final phoneme or phonemes.

c. Substitution of final phoneme or phonsnes

by other phonenes. ‘

d. Irregular--often internal changes.

Within each of these genepai rules, more specifid
rules can be applied. The following pages present these
rules along with a list of the nouns to which the rules
apply. The noun in the left hand column is the singular
form and the noun in the central column is the plural
forn. The right hand column is the Inglish. translation
which will only be given in the singular form. The .
nunber of examples in each system will also be given.
When a semantic relationship existe this will also be

. .'noted., Some words-can form plurals in more than one

way so it is possible to find the same noun listed in
-two different sections.

2., MHorphophonemic Changes

Oftzn morphophonemichchanges take place in order
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to agree with the new suffix. These changes were dis-
- cussed in Chapter 2. The rules for thésq.changes are
" here codified and included with the yarious nouns
‘wherever applicable in order to assist the reader o
-understand the dirterences 4in form between the singular
and plural.

Codified morphOphonemic rules

8. /p/—>/b/ -
be St/—/4/
c. /Je/—/3/
d. Sk/—/g/
8. /e/f—>/e/
£. Jo/—/u/
g« So/—>/0/
h. /e/—/¢/
i. /v/—=/8/
Jeo Je/—/¢/

k. insertion of /w/ betwsen vowels

1. insertion of /y/ between vowels

m. insertion of /j/ after /b/ or /g/

n. insertion of /y/ after /r/ or /1/ o
0. insertion of /n/ between vowels.

p. deletion of vewel before /z/

At times two or three of these rules take place in
the same word. When this happens it will be indicated
by the letter code following the moun. |

'3, Noun Classifications -

.

3,1. Addition of a suffix to form the plural

This is the mosgt common method' of pluraliﬂation
and contains %20 examples out of the 500 nouns used in
the analysis. :
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3.1,1, Addition of suffix -nya

la
2a

Do
‘4.;

"~ 5e

6-
. 7.
8
9.
1Q.

11..

12.
13.
14.
15.
h I
17.

18,

19.

20.'

21.
22,
23.
24,
250

26,

‘27,
2s8.
29,
- 30.
31.
32.
33.
34
354

abuu ——3 abuunya
agwa ~———9 anwvanya
baarin ~——-—————» baarinnya
biizir ~——— biizirnya

- botot ~———» botobtnya

cameén —————» camennya
camkit ———» camkitnya.
damatozet ——» damatozenya
dila ey dilanya
gelegelet «————p golegelenya
gol — —~y golnya

‘ » goonya

133u ijdunya
irii iriinya
jaaman ————» jasmannya

L' R

jaloe ———» jalonya jJ

kadikok ——— kadikonya bh
karwet ——» karwenya

kidildidik—» kidikidilknya -

korookat ———s korookanya 3

logoor ————» logoornya
look «os—-—— looknya

lore¢ ————> lorenya J
loro » loronya
Yaraagan — - YEraegamnys

nenek——————sp Yeyelknya
poyet—m———a Yoyetnya
nyadoric ——3 nyadorinya

NyageEzLEZAC —> NYyagEZgEZANY

nyaguna———> Nyagunanya
ole . > olenya

olo — » clonya
0orir ——————> sorirnya

3

47 examples

tsmall child!

'sand cat!
'bachelor’
*bastard'
‘goosae!

. "hartebeest"'.

ttiger fish'
taddims stork' .
'gpear!

twood dove'

~‘eolor!

Tfire*

towl!

lda.y-l

'Ipoti

thow!

‘metal’
*atarling'
'axe‘ i
'erested cranse’

tarmpit'

*hateleur’
"throat'
'hole'
'wet season home'
'rope! '

.Phippq?otﬁmus'l

*stinging fish'

- ‘wapthog!

tshort club'
‘wire bracelet!
‘tortoise' |
'pull’

‘hide rope'

1yood ibis":
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56+ paypac ——— paypacnya
37. Tii » riinya

. 38. takren-————- takrennya
39, tamara¢c ———— tamaranya
4@, toloc ————» tolonya 3
41, tuu - tuunya

42. walaak——————> walaaknya
43, waragt————s waragenya
44, wudwut ——» wudwudnya
45. zepun —————> zZemunnya
46. ziirlask———s ziirlaaknya
47, ziir. »ziirnya

-

J

e
b

3.1.2. Addition of suffix -wa

l. egule—m— 3 agﬁlwa
2. agusut — 5 sgunutwa

3 angi —> anolwa
&, bolbl——f——————*'bololwa
5. boot ———— haotwa

6. ceceEr— > cecerva
7+ CEEICED ———— CEEDCETWA
8. ciliz——— > cilizwa
9., dokol ————» dokolva
10. doodop —~—» doodobwa
11. dumar ————> dumarwa
12. elyaz Elyazwa
13. gogoml————> gogomwa
14, gorbit ——» gorbitwa
15. gogol ——— gogolua
16. karam m———.—> karamwa
17, kabaZe——w—> kabazwa
18. katuvy ————— katuvwa
19. kilfpr~—~—*—~a kilibwa &
20, kireer —— s kirecrwa
2l. letene— = letznwa
22. 100t ~—-—m—s loodwa b

a

31

'papaya’
‘shade'
‘soldier'
l'ma.gicl ‘
*chicken' -
fwilderness'
‘erow'

‘small pipe’
*reedbuck’ .
*large bull'
*hill!t .

50 examples

“terocodile!

'sacred ibis'
'elephant!
Yfemale kob' .
‘cave!

- thoney guide"'
~ 'flycatcher'

! fomale hyena!
"gerval cat'
'shoulder'
‘male baboon!
igazelle!

‘bush rat'
‘goiiath heron'

_'d?inking'place'

'colobus’
'Inige’
tbustard'
"shield!®

‘t jackal®

felub! _
'big bell!
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2%. loro¢ ~————3 lorowa j 'male kob!

24, lomoot ———» lomootia ) 'wet season'
25. luculuc ——» luculucwa Third tail!
26, melesk————— neleekva ‘axe* _
27. mErel——— merelwa. 'house pole!
28. nulmuk-— 5 puknukwa ' 'ecoucal®

_29. gaantir—————» Naantirwa : Thammerkop' .

' '30'._ netel—————. 3 yetelwa 'rhinoceros!
31l. polol————s3 nololva L telife |
32, nyamurtt — - nyamuretwa ~ tchin!

33, nyanan— ——» nyananwa  'mudpacked hair!
34, nyappel————> nyappelua .  tbracelet'
35. nyel —- > nyzlwa 'frog! .
‘36. nyigok ——— 3 nyigogwa d " 'mple gireffe'
37. tandariyake—.s tanaariyakwa male lion'
.58, _teleb;-—> telecwa - 'forked stick'.
39. tibor— 5 tiborwa . 'female buffalo'
40, tolol-————» tololwa "beehive!
41, totomot —-—>totomatwa . = 'goat gtall!
42, tubez —— 3 tubezwa tguinea fowl'
43. verlec ——» verlejwa ¢ 'ki.ng vultura'
44, voret————» voretva 'side of face!
45, zeel— » neelwa, o *marabou
46, geniyr —————> geyirwa ' "mane’

In sone 6as_es the final two phonemes ere dropped .
before the suffix -wa is added. ' ' :

-

47, diizue — > diigwa 1eloud!

48, girococ ———girocwa . - *locust!
49, kasratot— = karatva " tYbackbone'
‘80. ZELTOC ——iv ZEETWE ' - tgriffon'

Many of the nouns taking the —wa suffix have a
semantic relationship in that many animals and birds
can be found in this classification. '

4
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3.1.3. Addition of Suffix —€t 69 examples
1. sggoy — . » aggoyet tchameleon' |
2. alavan— s alawvanet 'daughter-in~law
3. boca— —» bocawet k ‘figh hook'
4. boloc ———3bolocet ‘stopper!' -
5.  bora —» borawet Kk tcat!
6. bokor ————>» bokoret 'chest skin'
7. boalu » boluwet k - 'back of head'
8. boroy———— 5 boroyet 'thunder'
9. ocabak———> cabayet h,l ‘net’
10. ciliiman———-sciliimaenct - Vlower leg'
11, docom ————> docomet ‘pipe holder®
12, deep— » deeret ' fpipe!
33, doy . doyet . 'mortar’
14, gel —— —+gelet turtle’
15. guva - guvawvet k . ‘basket!
16, ivool——m———> ivoolet troan antelepei:
17, jaarigh———> jaamanet ' ‘metal’
18, kacawéc —» kacawocet tsaddle bill®
19. kavool— —— kavoolet 'boat!
20, kax_*ﬁr-—-——-———-—-&kavurst - that!, .
21, kelag————> kelanet o e 'leopaxrd’
22. kidoy———>kidoyet ‘cloud*
23, kKiziwan ———» kiziwvane?® "buffalo’
24, kullen ———— kullenet - Yford!
-85, lotoykol ——— lotoykolet ~ thand shield'
26, nmorrootan ——» morrootanct 1gcar!
' 27. nedavar ———— Nadavaret ' tgpider’® .
. 28, paantir ————» Naantiret thammerkop*
29. ypazea Lppazawet k thadada ibis®
30. nyskilal-———> nyakilalet 'white beads'
31, nyataran.——» nyataranet ~ 'pride* “
32, olom ' » clomed _ 'ostrich' _
33. tabany ————» tabanyet  'table'
34, tapabak ——> tarabayet n,1  'fall trap'

35, tor . > toret ' S tgunt
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36, torombil— storombilet teap'
37. VOOCU-——— - »V0OOCUWEE K ~ 'Ybelt® -
28, zeekmam ————» Zockmamet 'y:lartar-’

then the singular noun ends in.a vowel, the vowel

is often dropped before adding the 3113‘1'1’12__-53. The
exceptions are 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 15, 29, 34, end 37 ebove,.
. where a semivowel is placed between the final vowel and

the suffix.
39, 8golo ————» agolet 1£ish hook'
40, akubg ————» gkubet hellows!
4], evung em——5 avunet 1fish traep'
82, beaza—~— - baazet 'monitor'
43. barkeme ———barkanet Ystoolt
44, DAVULE —eee—emn DAVUTES . *manioc"
45, calli ——————s callet *small garden'
46, cirlili~—— . cirlilet ‘kitet
47, ecurri —————m curret 1snare!
48, dapki—— 5 daygket 'zack’
49, darkanma ~——» darikanct 'stool!
50. donks e dopket " felub®
5l. gizaza__ . pizazet bottle!
52. karogeé— —-——s karoget 1 fence’
53¢ kubaya____, kubayet ‘cup'
54. loborri, .5 loborret ‘gecko!
55, lubuli —————» ubulet felbow! I
56. luguri . 3 luguret "dung beetle!
‘57, 1u1li ——— 3 3ullct 'basket!
_ 58. Monmo » MOBEL | "womb*
.59+ motododo — —» motododet *large ox
60. Babolo——— 5 Yabolet ~ tdebt!
61. nadodo - Yadodet ‘woodpecker"
62, YAZEEZ] oy NAZEEZET 'lioness!
'63. Panabes——-».yanabet 'gandpipexr’
6, nya!faale e~y nyakaalel - Ycamel'
65. nyaluru ———> hyaluret "quail'
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66+ nyawolo —_ _ ,nyawolet
67+ nyelaado ———snyelaadst
68, tambu : » tambet
63. tavaara — 5 tavaaret

‘nongoose

35

*big ret!

- 'fly whisk'

"tabaceo!

3els4. Addition of a wvowel as a suffiic_ 35 examples

. 4ddition of -a

‘1. caram » carama

2. lotiim-—  _  lotiima

3. tallamu-—— 5 talsemuva k
4. titinm >titima

5. tollom ——_3tolloma

Addition of -g

6. abic » abice

7+ akum > akume

8. apiyok. o apiyowe h,k
9. bilbil— o bilbile

10. kodooc ——— .5 kodooce
1le lecers — 5y lecere

12, loydon s loydoye

13+ locorloloc — » locorlolave
14, yolen - >Joleng

15. Yool — > Joole :
16. nyabok — s nyabowe h,k
i7. nyeelok —— _snyeelowe h,k
18. oriyay ———— s oriyaye

19. oroz 'y OPZE D

20. rabarap—-—— rabarabe a
2l. tibil » tibile

22. tiir »tiire

23. zoloboc — . zoloboce -

"1e.rgel'gou'rd"l

tokint!

*baboon

‘patas monkey'
'shallow water'
"open=bill stork®

*hook*

- 'amall trap' .

‘ivory bracelet*
*minnow’
'chainr!

'smqil box!
*nile cabbage!
*tobacco cake!
'lame person'
'whip! |
'moon!
‘python*

'dog!

tglagb of rock’
'sheath'
"swift runner!®
tbat!
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Addition of -i

24,

25.
26,
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

bawue 5 bawuei

boloc —— 3 boloci
cees >
guzul
gunec — 3 guneci
kuul ' » lcuuld
merkec ——— - nerkeci
moroX ————- 5 moroki
naa » Naai
zigir » zigiri

Addition of -o

!34.
55

Sel.

1.
2,
3.
4.
S5e
6.
7.

36

"back!
1lgket
~ ‘house!

'hyena'
‘neutered goat'
"fail!

'sheep!

'spear handle'

" "woman"

'donkey"'

'ﬁother-in-law'

1gide"

12 examples

Ytongue!

Iarml_
'neclk!
'stomach’
'knee!
'face'
‘head®

Some nouns add the phoneme /e/ before the suffix

inyik — 53 inyige d
Yibir » 1ibiro
5. Addition of suffix ~ti
ast » aatti
ibaz » ibaati
inya _ » inyeati
keeT ~» Keeynti
kozon — . kozoyti
Tuum ' » Nuumti
00 » 00t1 g

- alem jralemeti- e
gle -~ —3 cleeti e
mazgiz » Magizeti
otok ' » utugeti f,d
ZENEEZ »zenzeti e,

'throat !
"body*
‘hungerf- 
‘mouth'
'heart?

The above 12 nouns have a semantic relationship;
all beins body parts. Other body parts, however, take
other plural forms. '
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3.1.6.  Addition of suffix -~en

1.
24
Je
4,
5.
6.

7. .

8.
9.
10,
11.
12,
13.
14.

15..

16.
17.
18..
19.
20,
2l.
22.
23
24.
25.

26.

27,

28.
29.
30,
31.
32,
35

abarabarac —
ariyz N
bayen —
burred —
caall ——
door >
durec-—-————__a
genwaae ———>
golu >
FUTZUITED =
kaluwa ———n

ki z >
koliyast —n-— >

kondee ——sp
lamurdeen ———-s>
non ey
rowees ———————>
talakec ———>
ti . —
toy »
tiyeen ——

toloyac ——

zirag ——0—

zoloce -
zuurteen ———»

abarabaranen = j,o-

arzen - P
bayenen
burrenen
¢caaluwen k
dooryen Xk
durenen e, j,o
geEnwaanen  j,o

goluwen Xk

gurguryengn
kaluwanen s
kiyen 1 -
koliyanen j,0
kondenen 8,j,0
lamurdeenen -
nomen T
TOWEENER 913,0

talekenen e,j,0

tiyen 1
toyen
tiyeenen

toloyanen  j,o
ziranen  j,0
> Zolonen  g,J,0

zuurtesnen e

37

37 exanples

'pepper'
loxl

'magk'
"tendon'
isruell
tgshelter!
'dry female®
'bandagé'_

tegrinding stone'

'round stone'

A fence®

"mugsel!

 fgonolek!

'poolt.

twomb'!

"brain'
'forked stick’
‘grass ring'
*fish basket' -
‘zgbra'
‘yoke'
‘eland!
"bladder!
brass wire!

Some of these nouns drop the final vowel before
adding the suffix -en.

bertu ——

. A
SO iim————>n

berten
coDreEn

doori — 5 dporen
donka . donken

rereca ————— kercen

mana — » mancn
needl ———— » meeden

» niijen

miiji

"'femsle giraffe!.

tleg bell'
'colobus tailt:
'gtaff! |
"bed!’

tgarden'
'grinding stone’
‘cattle camp'
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34,
35.
564
37.

3,1,

i,
2e
-3,

g,

Se
6.
7o
8..
%
10.
11.

12,

13,
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.
22,
23,
24,
25.
26.
27.
2a.

. 29.

30.
3le.
52a

vaco
vuuro
zari

L 4

v

ziizl - .

7. Addition of

asall — >
atiin

VRCED
yuurzn

—> ZOTEn

ziizen -
guffix ok

araanck

v Y

ayen

‘baagit —ee——

baal
baalin —
baaz
balal

v

v Y

atiinok
ayenok
baagitok
baalolk
baslinok
baszok
balalok

benin —m8 —
boor >

ligligon ——»
looe >
lo3lp —m8M8 >

mooriz ———>

VELLOC ——mrme—>

beninck

booryok n
boyenock .
buulok .
caslok
dayiinok
diilenok

gaoiok

irkitok
korcogjok g,d,nm
Turumayok
linlinonok
loocok
looloyolk
noorizok
ueflocok :

[

Bsl

yomtiin—————omtiinok

woot —m—>
nyarat ———
olzcaan —— >

nootol:
nyaratol
oltcaanok

riiriny —— riirinyok:

riiriton ———riiritonok -

rooni

> rooniyoll "1

tawsn ————— Lawvanok

38

'guard platform'
twhirlwind®
"thicl grass'
'twitch!

35 examples

*thorn gate'
'relation!
‘erack! '
'gide!

'dance ground'
'night*

ttreeless plaln'
,'unlnhabited bush'

*song!

“telant

' joice*

tage get!
‘marriage song'
tfood!

"payment

‘road’, ‘

Tvear?

~Thonestead!

'dance!
twork!
fworld!'

twet season'
tdigseage’
'border!
'secret!
Twind!
'channel!
birth'
tdipt!
tpeflection’
tjudsnent place’
*7flood!

.,


fwester


Murle

33.

54-
35.

el

1.
2.

" 3.

'4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
%
10.
11.

12..

13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18,

2l. voroor ———»

,22 »

1.

2.

Je
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.

orbon —
weet —_—
2002

4

«.8. Addition of

agiy —
ajwaal;—;————-p
akot >
arut »
sturaC — .o
balal ~——— »
botor —e— —»
dalduuke—m7M—>
dolaat ———x
dom
Jom
1uwak

4 LU

| luurue ——— sy
mayuult —m»
0n6100K —me————
nyool —  — o

zuutb « >

»9. Addition of

boc — s
borkony —m—r—-»
cam
diic
duny
du'tun;?-é-—-—___)
laan >
naari-—*—;~—~—a

J' v W

39

oroonok "battle!
weetolk | 'trip'

Z00Z0ok. - tword!

suffix -ane 22 examples
azinane *£5s5h dam'
ajwaalane ghell!
alodane b . thiceup'
arudane b 'north wind!
aturaane J ‘nile perch!
balalane 'gall!
botorane ‘egyptian goose’
dalduuwane h,k *box'
dolaacane ‘ailment:'
domane Yhamner!
Jonane .- thorse!
luwayane h,l *cattle byre'
luurucans - - 'pestle!
mayuuwane h,k} ~ '"body odor!
moloowane  h,k 'sound’
nyoolane . . 'tortoise' -
nywanyane - tyrist, knife'
piimane - 'grain store!
runanes .~ 'eloth!
tuuawane h,k well!
voroorantc . Thank!

zuutane : "hawk!

suffix -it 13 examples
bocit - tfish spear!
borkonyit ‘waist!

camit - ‘arm band!
diieit *small gourd'
dunyit . Yhair of forehead'!
dutunyit _ *small pot!
lagnit 'small arrow! .

Yaariit : *medicine man'
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9. nyoo » nyoowit k - "liver!.

10. teny > tenyit ‘herd.

1l. vany —3 vanyis o Mledr! S
12. vool > voolit ~ 'rabbit!

13. zeer . >ZEEPit . 'pbeard'

342. Deletion of final phoneme or pPhonemes. to form
the plural. (For alternate treatment of final consonant
as suffix see Chapter 2, Seection 2.5,) o

Semantic relationships exist among many of these
wvords. . Altogether there are 96 examples in this section.
3.2.1s The final phoneme of the aingular?noun is droppedd
to form the plural. The phonenes dropped are aluays a
/C/’ fn/’ /73/: or /t/c 61 Exam_'o;l.es

Animals and Tnsects

l. agunac - agunsa - - 'black ant!

2. bavwot —______  bawo 'goat!

3, kajac ——_  kaja © 'kob'

4, kututuwec kututuve e _ 'snailt

5. locordowec —— locordowe . & 'safari ant!

6. Nyoon _________ nyoo ' lamb?

7. rabenyoc. rabenyo , *locust?

8. suben—— zube - fyoung ewe'.
Birds

9. - boyboyec ~ boyboys e 'pelican’

10. kibaallic " kibaalli Third!

11, kuduvan — — kuduva Yhooded vulture'
12. minminyoc minninyo *free duck'

13, tomdovec. tondowe e - 'knob nose goose!
14, wawoe ~— —  wawo ‘white heron'

.15, yselae ———— yeela - 'dove!
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Body Parts

16, azan S ‘aza | "thigh'
17. amen -—— ane - 'bone’ |
-18. bolane¢————  bolans e’ "shoulder bone!
19. ¢9danec ——— codaneg e - Ygshoulder*
20, dokizee —— dokize e ~ ‘'sore!
2l. lobootot ——— .1obooto g ‘ear lobe‘
22, lamunyoyec lomunyoye e ~ 'hip’
: 23, kepupec ——— kapuge e ~ "lung!
- 24, kebere¢ ——— kebere e ‘eya'
25. koloktec ~———— Xkolokte e tintestines!
26. yalyamoc Nelyano ' jaw?®
27. pilolomec - ypilelome feheok'
28, oYeC —————_ oOYe e 'noset
29, onyiit — —— omyii _ trib*
30, oton —  oto.. - *horn'
31, otit ——— oti g | Fyeint®
32. TUCIN ————— - TUCL ' . Tglin'
33, Z00C ——— zo0 g 'foot!
Food
34, idiy idi . tneatt' '
35, lebec ———— lete o | Yhoney!
36. marac — - mara o *biltong'
37, meyoc — ——— meyo : :"c_offee'
38. WOreC ——  mMOre e .. ifat meat' )
39. Yadeerac padeera ‘onion' -
People
- .
40, botoroc ——— botoro trich person'
4). coden ————— code . 'twin! '
42, dakoc ————— dako {3 tunloved person' |
43, dole ——n—— dol g - tbaby
44, kolen ————0H0— kole & ' Terowd!
45. matuwoc-———e~ matuwas g 'old person!

. 46, rottin ——  rotti 'warriox!
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Related. to Plants

47, areemac
4’8. arten

49, azanec ———

50. baroc

5l. bazoe ———

52. irivoe -
53%. karradac
54, moloktoe
55. zolomon

Migeellaneous

56. donykonyec

57. kalben
58. korton
59. paracec
60, maravec
6l. nyamaarac

3.2.2. The plural is formed by dropping thelfinal two

phonenes.

areema,

artse e

azane

“bara B

bazo gz
iriys
karrada

. molokto

zolomo

donykony
kalbe
korto

- parace

PYaIrawe
nyamaara

“Animals, Insects, and Fish

9.  zigicac

1. Kkareecitot kareecit

2. keloc kel

3. kelegit kelek

4. kuluzit —— kuluk

5. meddenoe medden

B Nalanit nalan

7+ otonoe — ~oton

8. 3zizaacoc zizaac
gigic

g

g

g

£
e
g

d

d

<
e

e -

' firewvood
tgrass’

1yall pole!

'baric rope’
‘vam*

'acacia tree!
'thorny vins!
' joghan tree!
'charcogl!

‘pive stem!

bead!

'anthill'

tvalley'!
. ‘'small enthill!
"yellow bead'

1

26 examples

‘red ant’'

1flea!

*animalt
lfishl
tericket?®

. 'Bugar ant!

'maggot'
'termite'
ftick!
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Collectives

10, avococ —.. awoc 'possession'

11. c¢inotot . cinot ‘ ~ *mougtache’

12, diicen__ gdiie aroy !

15. kazacoe — . Iazac *sand'

14, miniygit _ . miniy ' 'apiritt

15, zirenoe — gziren . 'eowrie!
Idigquids

16. smotat — — . amot | taaliva'

17. dololonoc — dololon g "phlepgm’

18. magmo¢c ———— maam 'water'

19. molowotg+~_;-_- molok  h,k ~ 'sweat!'

20. Y0lomo¢-—— - yolom L ‘gravy!

Plants

21, atiicoc —— . atiic - : - "3rd durra cfop'
22. daz28¢ .. . d&za - '2nd durra crop’
23. guulec— — guul : . 'yooey tree!

24, imascoc ———— imaac .- - . 'sorghum grass'
25. mutulsc ——— mutuk  'resin’ '

26, MUULOC — e DUIND _ *habil tree'.

The nouns which pluralize by dropping the final two
phonemes are all words which infer vast amounts in the
blﬁfal. Some of these words such as water, sand, and
regin are ugually used only in the plural although they
do have singular forms.

J : ' : .
- 3.2.3+ The plural is formed by dropping the final three

phonemes.,

1. poracoC ———— gora , 'maize‘
2. iracoc ———— ira . fmilk®
%. motoontoc motoom . 2 Ytamarind'

4, vwooruwce Pooru- 'bean!
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5« .labitot
6. tabacoc

-labi 'durra!
. taba ~ 'wing'

All but one of the above examples are food com=
monly eaten by the lurle. - ERe L

3«2.4. The plural is formed by dropplng the final

four phonemes. 3 examples
1. boyitot boy " thread!
2. imitat ——_ in - 'haixr'

3., Iinyitete—— iny ~ 'louse’

A1l the examples above are things found in large
amounts. - ' -

3.3« . Substitution of flnal phoneme or ‘pHonemes by
other phonemes

There are 49 exampies in this section.

3.3.1, The plural is formed by dr0pp1ng the final /h/

and replacing it with a /t/. B 3 examples
l., alaan alaat , 'chief!

2. kaboon.._  kaboot 'bag'

3. tagoon ——— tagoot . Tgiraffe!

3+3.2. The plural is formed by changing the final /i/
to a /k/.

This may be an example. of a2 weak /k/ which has’
dropped out in the sinzular form when followed by the
vowel /i/. ith the removal of the /i/ in the plural,
the /k/ then re-establishes itself. Hovever, there is
no way to prove this since the /k/ only appears in the
plural Torm. - 22 examples
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1.
2e
3'.
4,
5.
6.
. ?.
-
9. B
10.
11.
12,
13.
14,
15.
16.
17-'
is.

glemnyoedi
aliyai —

agoryai
bacol
boyoi
celloi.
dukcai
kernol
labjoi
layoi

libjodi
miroi -
nilizo

raaloi_f_mmﬂ__

tconyai

voloyyoi———M

wannyai

yitoi —

alemnyul

-aliyak
agoryak
bacok

boyok
¢ellok
dukeak
kernok
labjok
layok

. 1ibjok

mirok
Nilizok
reaalok

. toonyak
. volanyok
- wanpnyak
 Fitok

Pertaining to Plants

19.
20,
21,
22,

balanoi

payoi
rukecol

toddoyoi _—

balanok

payolk
rukcok

. toddoyok

45

*glutton'
*fool'
tthief!
'q;ﬂﬁn'ug\i:ﬂ
lorphan!

. Yhuntex!

'servent*

‘guest’

‘deceiver’

‘beggar!

‘eriminal?
'stranger!
fincestuous,perscns]
‘magiciant

- "followexr!
‘tliar!
tadulteress®

. 'guide’

'grass band'.
'branch!
'withe!
'anulet’

3.5.3. The plural is formed by dropping the last two
“phonemes /ac/, /ec/, or /oc/ and replacing them with

akondoC ——

/en/.

11.

2. banyoc
e bokaacoc
4, cavolec.
5. ¢iiroc
6. coboc

7-

domkoc

akonden
banyen
bolkaacen

cavolen .
eiiren
. COLEN

domken

21 examples -

fpumpkin“

'earthworm®
"squacco heront
'groin' -
'weed"

‘norning star'
'stork! |


fwester


Murle

8. donoc

9. dowoe

10, dunec

1l. ginyzinyec
12. golec
13. lonoreec.
14, mudec
15. yooroe
16. nyogec
17. pareec
18. riimoc
19. rocbec
20, tondowe¢ —
2l. zezejoc

Be3eb,

donen
dowen

_.. duen
- ginyginyen

golen
lonoren g

. muden
. PYOOTrEN

nyogen

parcen @

.riimen

Trooben
tondowen
zezejen

46

‘waterbuck!
"seed' ,
'tsetse fly'
‘heel!

'cow with calf!
"big calf’
'‘mouset
"butter!’
"fence gate'
tarrow!
ttoothbrush!

- *feather'

!knnb—nose'gqosa'

"boil!

The plural is formed by dropplng tha fznal /ex/

or /ect/ and replacing it with /a/- or /aa/.__

l- azcet
2. bilet
2. cavet

3¢  Irregular

azaa
bila

- eava,

3 examples

lewe'!
'*thorn!
'shoeV

] 1

The following nouns are irregular in forming the

plural.

liany of these words involve internal chanzes. .

Other nouﬁswhowevar, are similar or contain combinations
of the regular classifications. '
of the rules to make these nouns f£it into a regular. sys—

ten so they have been classified ag irregular. B

1. sagernat

2. ayiyoe
3. aziit.
4, be

5. bolotot

6. buurnet
7. caranlurumnoc —
8. coolnot

. agETOo
. 8yiyli

BZEEN
biyen
bolok 3
buuroc
caramkurune

—. €D21D £

It takes a stretching

35 examples

‘root!
‘dry twig'
1 finger!
'stone'

- *leaf!

'eggl
tjacana'

'animal’dung’


fwester


Thurle . _ 4n

9. coldyit-.-—--—_ colok . elaw!t
10, dortot — .~ dorinya ' forest!
11. eet 3l ‘man!
12. gabareen . gabara '3lave!
13. gt — kaal - 'taing’
14, Iniyot — _ inix ‘eyelash'
15. itat . . in - leapr'
. 16. keez kegzin 'breast’
17. kzset keen ‘tree!
18, kiropit — . keromn | Tfly*
19, komolit . komole Tthumb!
20. kuwin— . kuwa . tglkin!
21, logooz ——— logooz 'youth!
22. Ionitota - oo - ‘'mosquito’
25, logorboboce lonorbobu 'cobweb!
24, maa - meat = @ "11611',_
25. mesnyi_— meanyigi . . ‘owner'
26, mazeec — - mazl . Ypirestick!
.27. meegowot. —— meegolk _ . ‘bee' -
28. mol_— maala . icalf!
29. monyatot - monyon . ‘'start
30. tan tiin - Tleowt
3l. teernat —  teeri . " "Yesticle'
32. valeyit — . vallak | 'finger nail'
%3, wannoc — . wa - thipt
34, ziit ———— 2zidk _ "hour, metal'

35. zuuri ——— zZuuritwa : '"male buffalo’


fwester


Murle 48

CHAPTER &
Houn Cases

le Introduction

Nouns in !Murle take case endings: accusative,
nominative, genitive, and locative/instrumental.
Thegse are the same four cases mehtioned by Tucker and
Bryan. (1966,p. 376) The nouns therefore take dif-
ferent suffixes depending on their use in a given
clause. Fronocuns also take case, but will be discussed
in Chapter 6. - |

4 noun has both a singular and plural form. Each
'case therefore has two forms, one for singular and one
for plural. The case suffixes are added to the end of
the singular and plural noun forms. ' |

' The following is the formula for nouns.

pnpoun = + Nuc noun 4 Mar | sing/ol
o Iten Num §
4+ Mar ace . nom,<en,loc/ins
Case

2. Acecusgtive Case

This case marks the object in a c¢lause.

2.1. The accusetive case has no case marker. Ythen a
noun appears in a c¢lause with no case marker, it is-
usually in the accusative case. The elicitation form
of a noun is also in the accusétive case., Nominative,
genitive, and locative/instruméntal cases can only be
found in the context of a clause, never in isolation,
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2.2, Singular noun

Kacin naana

I see I

anol."
elephant

'I see an elephant!

- 49

apol ~Item = anol = noun
. Mum = ¢ = sing
Case = @ = ace
2.3. Plural noun
Kacin naana ‘agolwa.
I see I elephants.
'I see elephants. '
anoslug I'Eem = anol = noun
Num = w-yg = Pl
Case = @ = ace

-1 meinative Case

This case marks the subject of a clausas.

5.1. The nominative case is marked by':;;or =€ in the
singular, —a in the plural. '

3.2. Singular noun

Abi) guunmuni keet taddina.
up - .
‘There is an owl up in the tree.!

stands owl -

guumuni . Tten
Num
Case

The nominative

however, -¢ is occasionally used.

=

tree

guumun

g

-i

marker -i is

noun
sing

_non .

by far the most common,
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Oor tore kajac.
shoots gun kob
'"The gun shoots a kob.'
tore Item = tor & noun
Num = ¢ = ging
Case = =g = non

3.3, Flural noun

€el  toreta ceeza,
atand guns in house
"The guns are in the houseit.

toreta Item = tor = noun
' Num = ~ct = pl
Case = =g = nom

3«%. When the noun form ends in a vowel, an /n/, /¥/,

or fw/ is inserted before the mominative suffix. This

ingertion of a consonant before a vowel suffix takes

place with all case endings. See Chapter 2: 4,1 and 6.5.
Adak agulwana  kulugit. '

eat crocodiles  fish

'The crocodiles eat the fish

agulwana Iter = agul = noun
Num = ~wa = .pl -

Case = -(n}a= nom

Agam kayuuwi kulugit.
catches - eagle fish
'*The eagle catches a fish.'

kayuuwi - Item == kayuu = noun
Num = g = ging
Case = ~(w}di = nom


fwester


lurle - - , : - 21

3.5, fThere are some common nouns that do not take nom-
inative cdse‘endings. “hen this happens the nominative
case must be understood by clause context and position
to keep it separaté from the accusative., llost of_these;
are nouns endinz in a vowel. These usually take no nom- -
inative endings in either the singular or the plural.’
Others will take no singular nominstive case ending but
will take the plural case ending.

Akst dila kajac.
kills spesr kob _
'The spear kills the kob.'

dila - Item = dils ‘= noun
Bum = @ = sing |
Case = @ = nom (by clause context) .

Akat dilenya keja.
kill spears  kobs
'"The spears kill the kobs.'

i

dilanya Item = dila
' Num -nya
Case = ¢

noun - j
- |
‘nom (by clause context)

Other nouns will talke no singular nominative case
ending, but willtake the plural case ending if the
plural form ends in a consonant. o

Acin maa kigiwan.
sees 1lion buffalo
‘The lion sees the buffdlo.'

maa Item = maa = noun
$ = sing
@

Num :
= nom (by clause context)

Casge
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/
Acin meata kiziwsn.
see lions buffalo
'The lions see the buffalo,*
maata 1tem = maa = noun
Num = -t = pl
Case = -8 =

non

3.6, The normal clsuse order in Murle is PSO. See
Chepter 8. When this word order is used, the above
nominative rules apply. It is also acceptable to change
the word order. This happens frequently in negative or
question clauses,but can alsc happen occasiconally in ~
declarative clauses. When the word order chenges, there
are specific rules concerning nominative case endings.

'3 6.1. UYhen the subject precedes the predieate, the nom~
inative ending is dropped and the subject is understood
by its position in the clause, '

Acin kiresri oroz.
sees Jackal dog
'The jackal sees the dog.'

Kireer acin oroz,
Jackal sees dog
'"The jackal sees the dog. "

3¢6.2. When'tha'subject ig followed by a modifier but
maintains the normal P30 order, the nominative case '
marker is still mandatory. See Chapter 7.

Ako aguli ci eappi liila.
goes crococile big into river

'The big crocodile goes into the river.'

" 3.6.3. Uhen the subject is followed by a modifier but
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reverses the word order to GPO, then the nominative case
- marker is optional,

Aguli e¢i appi aks 1liila.

Agul c¢i appi aks liila.

crocedile big goes into river

"The big crocodile goes into the river.'

3.6.4. Uhen the subject is in the normal PSO order and
is followed by a possessive pronoun, the nominative marker
does not occur on the noun,but the nominative marker =g
oscurs on the possesaive pronoun instesd. Thig happens
only with singular pronouns. =See Chapter 7. -

Agam oroz cine dokol, |
catches dog his cat , _ Co .
'His dog catches the cat.' ' '

4, The Genitive Case

This c¢ase marks possesaion.
4.1. The genitive case is marked by =o of'occasionaliy‘
- =u in the singular, -u in the plural.

4.2, The noun in the genitive case is always receded
by the particle e¢i or o. These two particles are inter-
changeable and generally cerry the meaning ‘of'.

4,3, Singular noun ' | _ ‘_ ey

J :
Kacin 92 c¢i tano.
1l see head of cow
'T see the head of the cow.'’

tano L Item = tan = noun
 Num ¢ = ging -
- Case = -0 = gen

I
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Kanyuugi karoge ci c.'eezu.
I close door of house
'I close the door of the house.'

ceezu - Item = ceez = noun
Fum == @ = ging
Case = ~u =

gen
4.4, Pluralnoun

Kanyei keen c¢i meleskwanu.
I have trees. of axes

'I have the handles of the axes.'

melezekwanu Item = melesk = noun
Num

-8 = pl
Case = =(n)u = gen
Kateedi payok c¢i Lkeenu.
I cut branches of +trees
'I am cutting the branches of trees.'

keenu ' Iten —

= 11oun,

\ A '
keen” {(portmanteau) .

' IHum =/ \-=-p1
Case = «u = gen

4.5. Yhen the genitive noun is followed by a modifier,
the noun drops its case ending,

Kacin Xkuul ci oroz cin.
I see tail of dog his

'T see the tail of his dog.!

oT0%Z Item = oroz = noun
Num = @ = ging
Case = @ = gen (indicated by the

preceding ci.)
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Kacin 290 ci kiziwanet c¢i adikir,
I see tracks of buffalos big
T see the tracks of the big buffalos.’

kiziwanet Item = kiziwan = noun
' Nam = -£% = pl . . . _
- Cage = g = gen (indicated by the.

preceding ¢i.)
5. Iocative/Instrumental Case

This case marks a noun either as a specific location
or &s an instrument.

5.1. The locativeZinstrumental case is marked by -a “~
in the singular, ~i or =& in the plural.

5-20 Sing‘ular noun
Adokony mudeci ceeza. *

runsg nouse into house
'The mouse runs into the house.!

ceeza Item = cesez = noun o
Num = ¢ = sing
. Case = -a . = loe
| Kakati naana kajac tora.
Ikill I kob with a gun
'I kill a kob with a gun.'
tora Ttem = tor = noun
Num = ¢ = sing
Case = -a =ins

5.%. Flural noun

_Kor nzana kuluk maami.
I spear I fish  in the water
I spear fish in the water..'
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‘maam = noun
4 = pl
~i = loe

il

maami Item
‘ Num
Case

Kekati naana kaja dilanyai.
I kill I kobs with sgpears
'I idll kebs with spears,'

dilanyai Itenm dila =noun
Num = =-nya = pl
Cage = i = insg

Kagoon ceez  koroyenene.
I make house with bamboos
'Y am making a house with bamboos,!

koroyenenc Ttem = koroyéﬁ = noun
Nun —-£n pl
Case = —€ ins

H
-

S+4. VWhen a noun in the 1ocativéXinstrumental case is
followed by & modifier, the case marker changes to —g
in both the singular and the plural.
Abil dila ceeze ci ecolai,
stands spear in house new

'The spear is in the new house,'

Kacin naana kibaalli.keene oi sppi.
I see I  Dbirds in trees large
'I see birds in the large trees.!

Kakati naéna kajac dilawe c¢i appi.
T kill I kob with spear large
'I kill the kob with a large spear.'

Kateet naaga keen 'mslsékwgne ci apﬁi.
We cut we trees with axes - large
- 'We are cutting the trees with big axes.'
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5.5« The exact meaning of the 1océﬁive, (to;lfrom,-in,
out, ete. is understood by the context in which it is
used. There are also some locative words which can be
used to emphasize the location or make it more specific.
These locative words follow the 1ocative noun,uhlch then
drops tThe locative sufflx. '

Apek kelapi idiy keet taddina.
puts leopard meat tree up
'"The leopard puts the meat up in the tree,'

Abil maa kezn locta.
stand lion trees under
"vhe lion gtands under the trees.’

5.6. Locative can also be_marked'in the verb by attache-

ing & directional sutfix, When this happens, tha loca~
tive case marker is dropped from the noun, The locative
novn is then understood by context and by its positioh
within the clause. 1n the first:exauple below, the- loca~
tive noun carries the normal case ending. In the second
example the suifix :gg on the verb gturanek marks direc-
tional and replaces the locative marker on the noun.

Aturan logoti +tiin balala.
drives boy cows to wilderness
'The boy drives the cows to the wilderness.'

Aturanek logoti tiin balal.
drives to boy cows wilderness
'The boy drives the cows to the wilaerness.!

5«7+ FPlace Names ..

Yhen the locative is a place name wnich ends in a
vowel, the locative sutfix is =kti. - : '
Awvo logoti Jubaiti.
walics boy  to Juba
'Phe boy walks to Juba.'

JF S
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58. 'hen a place name ends in a consonant, it takes

the norual -a suffix.
Kavaai naéna Pibora.
I live I at Pibor
'I live at Pibor.'

6. Chart of Case Suffixes.

Singular Plural
Acc 74 %]
Nom. -i (=€) -3,
Gen -0 (=u) -
Loc/Ins -8  {-¢) =i (=€)
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CHAPTER 5

Verb Morphology

1., Introduction

l1.1. In Hurle each verb has three modes: imperfect,
perfect, and subjunctive. These are the key to the
entire verb systenm. The other margins--recipracal,
passive, directional, and undergoer--are built on these
three modes, | ”

Imperfect Mode: action p:eéantly_gaing on
kajin naana I ém asking!' *
Perfect Hode: : action $omplete
kijina naana 'Izagked'

Subjunctive Mode: a subordinate form which only

follows aﬁother verb

karoon kijin *I want to ask!

1.2, Seven persons can be marked in each mode:

1st

2nd

Srd

1st
1st

Erd'

person
person
person

person
person
person
person

singular

‘singular

singular

plural inclusive
plural exclusive
plural
plural
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(render is not indicated in the verbs.

l.3. The stem of each verb is tHe 2nd person singular'-
subjunctive,which is the same as the singular imperative
form, All verb forms are built on this stem. '

2+ Verb Core

2.1. The verb forms within the three active nmoles com-
prise the verb core because they are the minimal forms

- which can stand alone. Included within this verd core

are person, mode marker, nucleus, and number,

verb core =4 liar | G +Mar | mode marker
Per [>per of subj liodel

| verb stem 4 Mar|num marker - Har| per marker
Fumi>num of subj Perid>per of subj

+ Nue
Action |

2.2+ General Rules for the Three Active Modes

2.2.1. The following 2 paradigms,” jin ‘ask', and toot
*climb' will serve as a reference for the following rules.

-Imperfect Perfect Subjunctive

Sing ‘ o

ist kajin kijina kijin

2nd ajin ijinu Jjin

3rd ajin ijinCun) ki jin
Plural . S

lst in kajin kijinit kijinit

1st ex kajinna kijinta . “kijinta

2nd ajinnu' ijintu Cijindit .

5rd ajin ijinit kijinit
Sing 4 ‘

1st katoodi kotooda kotoot

2nd atoodi otoodu- toot

“rd atoot otoot {un) kotoot
Plural :

lat in katoot kotoodit kotoodit

lst ex katoodda kotoodda kotoodda

ond atooddu otooddu otoodit?

ard ataot kotoodit

oboodit
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The changes from /o/ to /b/ and fd/ to /t/ are
morphophonemic changes. GBee.Chapter 2. '

2.2.2. k=~ before the mode marker is the sign for lst
person singular and plural.

k- i3 also the >rd person marker for both singular
and plural.in the aubJunctive mode.

2.2.3; The mode marker for the imperfect mode is the
prefix a-. ‘

The mode marker for the perfect and-subjunctive_modes
iz the stem vbwel-occumﬁng immediately before the stem.

g:Q.Q. 'Reduplication of the final consonant of the stem
ig the aign of the lst person plural exclusive and the
2nd person plural in the imperfect mode.

-

2.2.5. =it after the verb stem is the marker for plural
in the perfect and subjunctive modes. The /i/ drops out
when this suffix is followed by afother sufiix, leaving
~t as the plural marker.

2.2.6. =a is the marker for the lst person plural ex~
clusive in all three modes, o o R

=g is alsc the marker for the lst person singular
in the perfect mode.

2.2.7. =u is the marker for the Znd peruon plural in both
the impertect and perfect moues.

—u is also the marker for &nd person singular in the
periect mode. “

2.2.8, Bocause some prefixes and suffixes can mark dif-
ferent things, a number of homophonous forms occur in &
paradign. | |

a. The 3rd person imperfect is the same form in both
the 51ngular and the plursal. - The 2nd person singular is
-also the same if the verb stem does not end in a stop.
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b. The lst person sinzular and the Srd person sing=~
ular ares the same in the gubjunctive mode.

¢. The lst person plural exclusive is the same in
both the perfeect and subjunctive modes. '

d. The 3rd person plural perfect and the 2nd person
plural subjunctive are the seme. :

e. The-lst person plural inclusive is the same in
both the perfect and the subjunctive, and the 3rd person
plural in the subjunctive is also the same.

2.3. The Imperfect tode

2-5-1-

The sign of the imperfect mode 1s the prefix g=- ‘

immediately before the verd stem.

2,342,

The lst person singular imperfect is narked by a
k- before the imperfect marker aw-.

When the «wverb stem

ends in a stop, the suffix -i is added following the stem.

1st per sing imp:+Har

1> 4+ Mar | B> + Hue

lverb stem

1st Per) Imp | Actionl
+Mar |<i> | '
" Sing |>final stop
kajin katoodi . _ _
k a jin Ik a - tood -iui
Per Mode Action ~ Per HNode Action Num

1st imp ask
1T:am asklng

ist " dimp  climb  sing
*T am cllmblng'

2e3e5. In the second person 51ngular 1mperfect, the per-

son is unmarked before the imperfect marker a-.

If the

final consonant of the verb stem ends in a stop, then -4

is added after the stem.

Pnd per sing imp=+Mar| Qe> +Huc

Iverb stem

Tomp|

sHar | <S>
Slng’>£1na1 stop

Actlon'
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ajin o atoodi

a jin a tood i
liode  Action : Mode Action Num
imp ask imp climb sing
'you are asking' tyou are_climbing'

2.3.,4, The 3rd person singular 1mperfect is unmarked
before the mode marker a-. It is exactly like the end
person singular in the 1mperfect mode ©x cept that zt does
not tvake a nunmber suffix even after a stop.

3rd per sing imp=+ Mar| G-> + Muc | verb stem
_ Tmp| Action| .

ajin atoot

a jin R - 1 toot

lode  Action ' Mode Action

imp ask imp elimb

'he is asking' - the is elimbing!'

2.3.5, The 1lst person plural indlusive impeéfect is
marked by the prefix k- before the imperfect mode marker
a=~, It is therefore often the same as the lst person
singular, except that it doces not take a suffix if the
verb stem ends in a stop. - - '

‘1gt per pl incl imp= + Maw Ii-} + Mar| @~
lst Per| - Iompl
+ Hue verb stem ' :
Action
kajin katoot . .
k a. jin - k a toot
Per Iiode Agtion Yer Hodé ~Action -
lst imp ask 1st imp climb
‘we all are asking' 'we all are c¢limbing!

2.3,6. The lst person plurazl exclusive imperfect is
marked by the preflx k- before the imperfect marker a=,
At the end of the word there is a reduplication of the
‘final stem consonant plus =3.
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1lst per pl excl inp=+Har ISA—Z -+ Ilar I{a-
1st Per Inp

+ Muc |verb stem <+ lMarlreduv of final cons
~ Action] 1 |
+ Har |¢=a>
1st Per =x |
Ka jinna . katoodda
k a Jin n a k a tood d - a

Per [lode Action Num Per Fer llode Action Num Per

1lst Imp ask Pl 1st 1st Imp climb pl 1last ex
ex

'We are asking.' Yo are climbings’

2.3.7. The 2nd person plural imperfect is marked by the
lack of a phoneme before the imperfect marker g~ snd a
reduplication of the final consonant of the stem plus -u.

2nd per pl imp =+Mari{Ca-) -+ Iue |verb gtem -
Imp| Actlgnl - .
+ Mariredup of final cons + Mar REY,
F1 | , 2nd Per |

ajinnu atooddu
a Jin- n u a . tood 'd u ‘
Mode Action IMum Pexr Mode Action Num FPer
imp ask pl 2nd . imp elimb pl 2nd -
tyou all are asking' ‘you all are climbing!

The reduplication of the final consonant of the
verb stem in 1lst person plural exclusive and 2nd person
plural imperfect has some exceptions.

a. When the ¥erb stem ends in elther /u/ o /u/,.
the followlnr letter beconmes /hy/.

nin |  kanimnya .
'be able' 'vie are able"
don kadounya

‘carry! - 'ye are carrying'
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b. Uhen the verb stem ends with either fb/ or 78/,
the followins phoneme becomes /37

keep kakeabja

'read’ ‘we are reading!
- nyoolk kanyoogja
‘close’ 'we are-closing'

¢. Yhen the verb sten ends in an/r/, the follow-
'-ing phoneme becomes /un/. '

tarar "~ kararna :' L
'laugh' | ‘we are laughing'

There are several other exceptions where /n/ is
added rather than a reduplication of the congonant,
but these are rare and unpredictable.

: d. When the verb stem ends in a vowel, then /n/
or /y/ is added before the final person suffix. /a/ |
is the phoneme most comnonly used in thls p051t10n,but
there is no way of pred10u1n0 which one will be used in
a given verb. )

mada kamadana

tfind* . ‘we are. finding®
kavo | kavoya

'wve are all going' ‘'we are going'

2.3.8. The 3rd person plural imperfect is marked oﬁly
by the imperfect marker a— before the stem. This form
is identical with the 3rd person sinpular.

3rd per pl inp=+Har] &= +Nuec | verdb stem
Imp[ Actionl '
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ajin - atoot
- a - Jin & toot
Mode Action | Mode Action
imp asgk imp ¢limb
*they are asking® ' 'they are climbing'

2.4, The Perfect Mods

* 244,14 The sign of the perfect mode iz a redupllcatlon
of the vowel of the verb stem immedlately before the stem.

2e4.2, The lst person singular perfect is marked by'a
k-~ before the perfect marker and an =& following the stém,

I

1st per slng perf-upMar- any-+mar bedup of stem vowel
lstiPer! ~  Perd
+Nue | verb stem + Mar-< i 4&} _
Action | lat Per| : .

kijina kqéooda _
k i Jjin  =a k o - tood &
Per Mode Action Per Per Dlode Action Per
lst perf ask - 1st -1st perf eclimb 1lst
'I agked!' 'I climbed‘ -

2e%#s3, The 2nd person 31ngu1ar perfect is marked by the
lack of a prefix before the perfect marker and a =u fol-
lowing the sten. ' :

Znd per sing perf =+ Mar | redup of stem vowel

| Perf |
+HNue | verb stem +Map [ &
Action| 4 2nd Perl i
ijinu otoodu
i jin u o . tood u
Mode Action Per ‘Mode action Per
- prerf ask  2nd  perf  climb 2nd

tyou asked' . _ tyou climbed!
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2444, The 3rd person singular perfect has no prefix
before the perfect marker and usually no suffix after
the stem, There is an alternate 'form which adds an-un
suffix after the stem, |

3rd pér sing perf= 4 Mar | redup of stem vowel

" Perf | |
+Huc | verb stem +Mar | 4un>
Action | - ~ 3rd Per|

ijin ~ ijinun ' oboot ~ otoddun

i jin (un) ) toot - (um)

Mode Action Per " Mode Action  Per

perf ask 3rd perf climb Zrd

‘he asked® _ 'he climbed! g

2.4.5. 'The lsgt person plural inclusive perfect is marked
by k- before the perfect marker and the suffix —it after
the stem. '

1st per . pl incl perf=+Mar L >
' 1st Per|
+Mar |regup of stem vowel +Nue |verb_§§pm-fﬂgglégf2
Perf| _ _ Action] PL |

i jinit ' Xotoodit

k i jin it k o tood it

" Per llode Action Nunm Per Mode = Action Num

1lst perf eask pl - 1st perf e¢limb pl

'we all asked!®  fwe all climbed'

2.4.6, The 1lst person plural exclusive perfect ig marked
by the prefix k- before the perfect marker and the it
suffix plus the —a suffix after the stem. When the
spuffix =it is followed by another suffix, the /i/ drops
out so the surface form becones -t{.

1ét.per pl excl perf=.llar '|<§;>'+Har [redup of stem'vowel
v - lst Derxl . Perfl
+lue | verdb stem +lar| <t +lar &a>

Actionl | 1st Per Exi
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- kijinta
k i Jjin t a
Per Hode Action Hum FPer
ist perf eaesk pl 1lst
'we asked! ex

twe climbed!

.68

kotoodda
E o tood 4 &
Per Hode Action NumiPer

ist perf climb pl 1st
o oex

There are some exceptions where the plural is not

marked by -t.

-~ @a. When the verb stem ends in a /d/, then the follow-
ing /t/ also becomes a /d/ as in kotoodda. - :

b. Vhen the verb stem ends in a vowel, then the /+/

is replaced by a /w/ or /3/.

mada
' find!

no
tfollow!

kamadawa
Iye found'

kunuya .

Fw; followed"

' ©¢. When the verb stem ends'iﬁ_a /ny/, the,/t/,

changes to /c/.

teny
~ 'build!

kstsnyca

twe built!

The above three morphophonenic adjustments also
occur in the 2nd person plural in the perfect mode..

2,4,7. The 2nd person plural perfect is marked by the
perfect marker and the suffixes =it and —u after the
stem., Again the /i/ drops outb of the suffix =it,so the
actusl surface form becones =L. ‘

ond per .pl perf = + Mar |redup of stem vowel

Perf]
+Hue

‘[verb sten +Mar| &t }Har

| <?q>

CActionl Pl |

2nd rer|
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ijintu
i jin t u
Hode Action Num Per

perf ask pl 2nd

'you all asked®

658

otéoddu

a tood d - ﬁ

llode Action Ium Per
perf climb ' pl 2nd
‘you all climbed’

2.4.8. The 3rd person plural perfect’is narked by the
perfect marker before the stem, and the snfflx -it

after the stem.

%rd per pl perf=+lar |redup of stem vowel

Perf|
+Nve verb stem + Mar| & 11:)
Action . Pl |
ijinit
i Jin it

Hode Action Num
perf ask pl
*they asked'

2.5. The Subjunctive Mode.

otoodit

) tood it

Mode Action Num,
perf climb pl
‘they climbed!

2.5.1. The sign of the suhjunqtivé mode is a reduplica-
tion of the stem vowel immediately‘before‘the sten.

2.5.2. The 1lst person slngular subjunctﬂve is marked by
a k= precedlnﬂ the subjunctive marker.

lst per sinp sub;_lc-— + Mar ’ g;..>
st Per

+Mar lredup of stem vowel + Nue -

|verdb_stem

Bubjel y

karooy kijin

kK i  Jin
Per lode Action
1st subjc ask
'I want to ask!

Action]

karooyg kotoot

k o _ taét
Per lode Action
1st subjc c¢limb

"'I want to climb'
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It 1s necessary to use karooq 'want'! in the above
examples, since subjunctive only occura in a subordlnate
position.

2.5.5. The 2nd person singular subjunctive does not
have an overt mode marker, so the surfece-form is the
8ten standing alone. As before mentioned, this is also -
the singular imperative form.

2nd per sing subacn-+-Har |Z +Iue |verb sten
Subac| Action| -
- arosoy) Jjin arooy toot
Jin toot
Action . Action
ask ¢limb
'you want to ask! 'ydu want to ¢limb!

2.5.4. The 3rd person singular subjunctive is marked
by k- before the subjunctive marker. It is exactly
the same form as the lst person éingular subjunctive.

5rd per sing subjec = + Har l(ﬁc—)
3rd Per| - | |
+Mar |redup of stem vowel + Nuc |[verb stem . |
Subjel Action|
argon kijin arsan kotoot
k i Jjin k ' o toot
Per Mode Action Per Mode Action
Zrd subjc ask : 5rd pubje climb

"he wants to ask! - 'he wants to climb!

2.5.5. '"The lst person plural'inclusive;subjunctive is
marked by the prefix k- preceding the subjunctive marlcer,
and the suffix -it fdllowing the stem. '

~
1st per. pl incl subjec =+lar I<&1g
| 1st Per| .
+Mar lreduy of stem vowel +Nue lverb stem-rnarl<flt>

Subje! Actioni - Pl
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kerooy kijinit | karooy kotoodit

E i Jin it k * o - tood it
Per Mode Action lum Per liode fAction Nunm
lst subjc ask pl 1lst subje eclimb pl:
'we all want to ask' 'we all went. to climb'

2,5.6, The 1lst person plural exclusive subjunctive is
marked by the prefix k- before the subjunctive marker,
and by the suffixes -it and —a following the stem. 4s
before, the /i/ drops out.

1st per pl execl subje= 4 Mar | <i:->
L 1st Per| _
+Mer _Jredup of stem vowel +HNuc  [verb stem +Mar|€t)
Subjc| Actioni. - PL [
+ Har | &> : o
lst Per Ex| =
ksrooynya kijinta. karooynya kotoodda
k i jin ¥ a k . o tood® 4 a

Per Mode Action Num Per Per lode Action Num Per
- 1st subjc ask pl 1st 1lst subje climb pl 1st
twe vant to ask’ €X 1ye went to climb!  ©X
2.5.7. The 2nd person plural subjunctive is marked by
the subjunctive marker, and the suffix -it following the
sten. ' |

2nd per pl subjec= +lMar | redup of stem vouwel

| Subjel
+Mue  [verb stem +Mar| ity
Aetion| Pl |
aroognyu ijinit " arsoynyu otoodit
1 Jin it o tood it
lfode Action Tum llode Action  flum -
subje ask Pl ' subjec climb pl

Iyou-all want to ask'  ‘you all want to climb®
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2+5.8, The 5rd person plural sﬁbjunctive is marked by
k- precedin the subjunctive marker, and the- sufflx =it
follouzng the stem.

ord per pl subac +HMar 5ﬁﬁ>
3rd “erf
+lar | redup of stem vowel + Nug Iverb stem + Mar|. ( 1t>
Sub jei il A.c'b:l.onl . _ Pl |

aroony kijinit 8T090" kotoodit _
k i Jin it k o tood it
Per Mode Action Num Per Mode Action . Hum
>rd subje ask pl Srd subje c¢limb pl .

*they want to ask! 'they want to ¢limb'

2.6. -See Table 1 on the following page which is a chart
of verbs in all three modes.

2+7+ Irregularities

2.7.1. lNMost verbs follow the system given in the preced-
ing pages. Altogether about 2/3 of the verbs have stens
ending in a consonant and these are generally the most
regular, consistently following the normal rules.

2.7.2. Verbs which have a stem ending in a vowel are
mdre'inconsisﬁent,since morphophonemic-adjﬁstments must
be made in order to uzattach the sﬁffixes. Tven these
are usually conulstent with the rules except for one or
two forms, '

2.7.3. Sowme verbsfhave different stems in the singular
and plural. However, the prefixes and suffixes usually
remain con31stent with the preceding rules.

kako - kavo
'I go! . 'we zof

f
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2e7ette There are some verbs where the imperative Fform
(2nd person subjunctive) is not the stem used in the.
rest of the paradigm. These only involve a few com-
monly used verbs. ] :

ija | kalun
‘cone! 1T come!
bito kalks
IE-OI 'I gol

2¢7+5. Verb stems bezinning with a /t/ can do ona of
two things: +the stem ¢an rewmain consistent throughout
. the paradigm,or it can metathesize in the imperfect.

‘hen metathesis occurs, the imperfect marker becomes a

reduplication of the stem vowel, rather than the normal
imperfect marker a~. The following verbs are examples
6f metathesia, ' ' '

teny _ : kéhystif
fbuild' | 1T build!
tur : Turubl
‘pound’ 1T pound® " '
3. Hargins
3.1s The follow1ng Formula shows all the possible marﬂlns_

‘whieh can occur on a verb core.

expanded verb= +MNuc Iverb core +Har|rec marker

Actlon, Rec,

i!&url_pass'markefj;rar | direc marker + Mar|per marker

Pasé]

Direc) Und| per of object.

+HMar [intr marker

" Intrl

The only two marzins waich can co-occur are dlrectlon—

al and undergoer.
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Fele Reciproéal

3,2.1. . The reciprocal is used in verbs‘in'which the sube-
jects do the action to each other, ¢.g. 'they talk with
each other', ‘we fight with each other', 'you all argue
with each other'. Reciprocal can also indicate doing
things tozether, e.z. ‘we cook together', 'they pound
grain together',

30lele 'Since there must be two or more participants in
the reciprocal, it can occur only in the plural forms.

34243« The reciprocal occurs in all three modes and is
formed by sadding the reciprocal marker —y. In the ime
perfect modey this reciprocal marker occurs immediately
following the wverb stem. In the perfect and subjunctive
modes, the reciprocal marlker follows the number marker.
The reciprocal marker =~p will change to an =g when fol-
lowed by another suffix,in order to agree with its en=-
vironment. ) |

Taelt, Reciprocal_Forﬁé

Imperfect Mode
- 18t per pl incl =lkadans _ |
| 'we are all arguing with each other' .

1st per Pl excl= kadanona
tye are arguing with each other

2nd per pl -~ = gdanonu :
~'you all are arguing with each other'
rd per pl = adano

'they are arsuing with each other!

Iradayona
k- a damn 0 n a

) ' Per lode Action ‘RHec HMum- Per
1st imp arsue Tec pl 1lst ex
tye: are armuine with each othe:'
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Perfect lMode

lat per pl incl=kadayts
'we 2ll argued with each, other!
lst per pl exel=Lkadantowa
: . 'we argued with each other!
2nd per pl = adantowu |

'you all argued with each other!'
ard per Pl = adaytso

*they argued. with each other'’

adantowu

a da t- o wu _
Mode Action Num Rec Per -
perf ergue pl vrTec 2nd .

'you all argued with each other'

Subjunctive Mode | | | B .

‘1st per pl incl= kadauto
| 'we all{want to) argue wn.'bh each. other!
lst per pl excl = : kadantowa :

'we (want to)argue w:L'bh each other!

2nd per pl = adayto '
' _ tyou all (want to) argue with each othaz"
3rd per pl = kadangto

'they (wvant to) argue with each other' -

kadanto 3

Xk a dan -t o

Per lMode Action Hum Rec

Ard sub,]c argue pl .rec

'they (want to) argue with each other'

3.3. Passaive

%.3.1l. The passive margin occurs vhen the subject of the
¢lause is acted upon or receives the action.
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3.3.,2. The passive is marlied by the suffix -g.. In -
the singular, the passive marker occurs immediatsly afver
the verb stem in all three modes. It also follows the
gten in the imperfect plural. However, in the perfect
and subjunctive plural, the passive marker follows the
nunber merker. The passive marker =g will change to

—~¢ vhen followved by ancther suffix,in order %o agree

" with its environment.

Jeda3e Frassive IFornms

Tuperfect llode

lst per sing . = kajine
'I am being asked!
- 2nd per sing = gjine .
'you are being asked'-
3rd per sing = ajine '

'he is being asked'

lst per pl incl=lkajine .
'we all are being asked!

1st per »nl excl=xkajinena ' '
'we are beinz asked'

2nd per pl = ajinenu
tvyou all are being asked'
Srd per pl = ajine '

"they are being asked'

kajinena

k a Jin e n a

Per Mode Action Pass Fum Per

1sv imp agk pass pl 1st excl

've are being agsked'’
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Ferfect
1st per
2nd per

5rd per

1st per
lst per

2nd. per

[fode
sing =kijine
. 'T was asked'
sing =ijine
'you were asked!
sing =ijine

'he was asked!

pl incl =ki jinte

'we all were asked'
Pl excl =kijintewa

'we were agked!'
pl =ijintewn '

‘vou all were asked?
pl =1ijinte

'they were asked'

ijiantewu

i Jin t e wu
Ilode Action llum Pass Per
perf ask pl - pass 2nd
'you all were asked'

SubJunctive Mode

st per
2nd per

3rd per

1st per

+1st perx

2nd per

Srd per

sing , = kijine

“I(yant to)be asked'
sing = Jjine

you(yant td}be asked'
sing =kijine

'he (vantis to) be asked*
pl 1nc1 nglnte

've all (want to) be asked!

pl oxe¢l =kijintewa :
‘we {(want toybe asked®

pl =1ijinte
tyou all {want to) be asked!
pl = kijinte

'they {wvant £o) be asked'

78
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kijinte

k i Jin t €
Per lHode .ction Mum DPass
5rd subje ask pl pass
"they (wvant to)be asked®

Aelte Directional

5e%4ela. The directional aspect is used when the action of
the verb is directed to or for soméething. It is often
equivalent to a verb followed by a preposition in English,
The Hurle lansuage has few prepositions and the direct-
ional marker therefore often fills the role of a prepo-
sition in the lurle language. The directional suffix

on the verb does not glve an exact prepositional mean-
inz, so the meaning nust be gotten from the context of
the c¢lause in which it is used, '

Se4.2. The following examples will help to show how the

directional aspect is used. . .
acodelr tuu 'he moves to the forest!®
ayizek ayen *he pushes into the crack!
anawek azcen . *he puts on the hand!'

Jjukek otok "throw into the mouth'

bunek yeelac 'put on the dove'

araonakx dayiin 'he searches for food'
eteedek zoo _ 'he cuts and puts on the fire'!
awoz el goo - 'he. puts wood under the flre‘ |
kubuntek todo 'we covered with earth!

ajukei cabak 1iil 'you throw the net into the river*
ateedekan _ 'it crosses in front of me*
kajinei galan 'I esk for a pen

A

3.4.3. 'hen the directional suffix is used on the verb,
then there is no location suffix on the location word.
If the location marker is used on the noun, then there
is no directional narker on the vexrb. The use of the
directional suffix is probably the more commonly used.
See dhapter 4: 5,6,
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ajukek cabak liil *he throws the net into the river®
ajuk cabak liila ‘he throws the net into the river!

3u84,4, The directional is marked by the suffix —ek.

In the singular,the directional marker occurs immediately
after the verb stem in all three modes. It also follows
the stem in the imperfect plural. However, in the per-
fect and subjunctive plural, the directional marker
follows the number marker. The final /k/ of the direc-
tional marker —ek is weak and will therefore drop out
when followed by another suffix,leaving just =e as the
directional marker. “

3elt. 5. Dirébtional FTorms

TImperfect
1st per sing = kajinel .

'T en asking for'
2nd per sing = ajimei
' 'you are asking for'
3rd per sing = ajinek

'he is asking for!

I1st per pl incl=kajirnek
'we pll ara’sgking for!
1st per pl excl=kajinekka ‘ '
'we are asking for!

.2nd per pl - = gjinelklru
'vou all are asking for'
3rd per pl = g jinek

'they are asking for'

kajinekka _

k a Jin ek k a

Per liode Action DPir Ium Fer _
1st imp eask for pl 1st excl

'wve are asking for!
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Perfect .

1st per sing =kijineya

'I gsked for!
2nd per sing =ijineyu

'vyou asked for'
3rd per sing =1jineya

'he asked for'

1lst per pl inecl =kijintek :
_ | . *we all asked for!
ist per pl excl=Xkijintewa _

'we agked for'

2nd.- pér pl =ijintevu
'vou all asked Lfox!
>rd per pl "= 3jijintek

'they asked :E‘dr '

kijineya

k i Jin e (yla
Per Mode Action Dir Per
1st perf ask for 1st
'I asked for' |

In the singular forms,thé weak /k/ drops out before
the perfect person markers., A /y/ is then inserted to
keep the vowels apart. '

In the plural, the i/ is wealt in the lst person
plural exclusive and the 2nd: person plural. It drops
out and is replaced by a /w/ to keep the vowels apart.
These forms are identical with the passive in these two
persons. Although the surface forms are identical, they
have been formed by different norphophonenic processes.

Subjunctive

1st per sing e=kijinek
'I(want to) ask for!

2nd per ‘sins = jinek
‘you(want to) a."‘: Tor!
3rd per sing = kijinek

‘he (wants to) ask for!
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lst per pl incl =Xkijintek
g ‘ye all(uant to)ask for!
1st per pl excl=kijintewa "
‘ye (want to)ask for'

2nd ver pl ‘= ijintek _ .
‘vou all (want to)ask fon'
3rd per pl = kijintek

*they (vant to} ask for!

kijintewa

k i jin 't e (w)a
Fer liode Action lum Dir Per

1st subje ask pl for 1st excl
tve (want to) ask for'

Directionsl suffixes ere not always regular. The
most common forms are the ones above, but it is also
possible to find -ai and -gk suffixes. These suffixes
occur only on certain verbs. The foilowing are a few

exanples. . *
anyai o 'vou bring to!
aroofinak 'he searches for!' .
odomek ‘he took Lot
avunalk 'they come to'!

kaltunai 'T cone to!

Yhen the —ak suffix is used,it always marks direc-
tionzl. FHowever, the —ai suffix can also be an irreg-
ular passive suffix, so the exact rneaning must be gotten
from the context in which it is used.

3.5. 3ee Table 2 for verb chart on the foilowing paze.

5.6, Undergoer
3,5.1. Tere is'-a set of pronoun suffizes which in-
dicate the object (undergoer) of the verb. ‘These can
follow either the verb core or the directional uawgin.
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Murle
TABRLE 2
Verb Chart
jine-~'agi!
IMPZRFECT IODE
t?erson Active Diree Nlec Passive
1st sing kajin kajinei ———— kajine
2nd sing ajin ajinei | —m~——- ajine
3rd sing ajin ajinek f—— ajine
'3st pl inel | kajin kajinek kajino { xajine
1st pl exel | kejinna | kajinekka |kajinona |kajinena
2nd pl ajinnu ajinekkn ajinonu . ajinenu
3rd pl ajin ajinek ajino ajine
CRFECT MODE
Person Active Direc Rec- Passgive
1st sing tijina tijineya — kiJjine
2nd sing ijinu ijineyu _— ijine .
3rd sing ijin(un) | ijineys ————— ijine
1st pl inel | kijinit | kijintek kijinto kiJjinte
1st pl exel | kijinta |kijintewa |kijintowe |kijintewa
2nd pl ijintu ijintewu | ijintown ijintewu
rd pl ijinit ijintek ijinto ijinte
SUBJUNCTIVE MODE.
Ferson Active | Dirvec Rec Passive
1st sing kijin kijinek — te—mee kijine
2nd sing., Jin jinek @ jeme—e— Jine
ord sing kijin ‘i Jinels ———m e kijine
l1st pl inel | kijinit |kijintek |[kijinto Xijinte
1st nl exel kijinta | kijintewa rijintowa |[kijintewa
2nd pl ijinit ijintek ijinto ijinte
3rd pl %ijinit |kxijintek |xijinto rijinte
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3.0.2, Thae undergcer person markers are as follows,

1st per sing —-an ~ —31) - 'me!
2nd per sing ~in fyou!
lst per p1 = -et Tus

2nd per pl -un ~ =un tyou ail’

There are. no undergoer person markers for 3rd person
ginzular or plural.

Jeb.5. Zxamples

Verb corse

—an, arulcan 'he beats me!

-in Itarulin - 'T beat youf

—ct aruiket 'he beats us'

—un karukun . - 'I beat all of you'
Directional margin o e

atoonekan : 'he sends me to!

katoonekin 'I send you %ot

atooneket 'he sends us o

katoonckun 'I send all of you %o

3,7. Intransitive

347ele Most Murle verbs take the same forn in both trans-.
‘itive and intransitive clauses. The verbs discussed up
to now are all transitive in the inmperfect, perfect, and
subjunctive modes. Hany verbs cen be used only in the
transitive,while other verbs take the same forms in both
transitive and intransitive clauses. However, there are
a number of verbs which talte an intransitive maricer.
These are often the more commonly used verbs,like those
for eating, drinkinz, cultivating, and fishinz. UVhen a
clause contains aﬁ-object,.these verbs take the normal
tronsitive fdrm, but when there is no object, then these
~verbs add the intransitive narker. .
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3.7.2. The intransitive verb.is formed by adding the
intransitive marker after the stem in the imperfect
gingular and plural and in the subjunctive sinzular,
The intransitive marker occurs afier the number marker
in the subjunctive plural. The intransivive marker
does not occur in the perfect mode.

5s7e5+ The intransitive marker in the inperfect is a
reduplication of the final consonant of the verb stem
plus an /i/. Vhen the stem ends in a /v/ or /r/, a2

/7/ is added instead of the reduplication. 3tenms ending
in /m/ or /n/ add a /ny/ before the /i/, following the
normal morvhophonemic rules.

l1st per sing =keevyi |
o 'I am cultivating
2nd per sing —eegvyi
‘you are cultivating!
3rd per sing =gevyl . *

'he is cultivating!

lst per pl incl=keevyi
'we all are cultivating!
lst per pl excl=kesvyina
' 'we are cultivating!'

2nd per pl - = geyyinu
'you are cultivating!'
3rd per pl = eevyi

'they are cultivating!

keevyina
-k € | £V yi n a
Per Mode Action ~  Intr Hum Fer

1st imp cultivate diatr pl lst ex
'we are cultivating' ' '

3.7.4. The intransitive is marked in the Subjunctin by
-2 » The same norphophonenic rules apply as in the

lmperfect.
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lat per sing =lkeevo .
*I(wvant to)cultivate!

2nd per sing = €vo
'you (want to)cultivate!
5rd per sing = keevo

'he (wants to) cultivate'

1st per pl incl =keevto : _

tye all (want to) cultivate!
lat per pl excl=Xkeeviowa o

‘we (want to) cultivate!

2nd per pl = ecvha _ |
*you all (want to) cultivate!
3rd per pl = keevto ' ‘

"they (vant to) cultivate!

kezvto
E e EV € o
Per lode Action Mum Intr .

lst subje cultivate pl. intr
'we a2ll(want to) cultivate!

The subjunctive intransitive forns are sometimes '
identical with subjunctive reciprocal forms, 8o the mean-
ing of the verb must be gotten from the context.

5.7+5. Irregularities are connon in the intransitive,
In some verbs & different vowel suffix is used,end there
are often morpnophonemic changes within the stem.

4, MNon-Predicative Verb Torns

4,1, Nominalized Verd Forms

4.1.). There are geveral rules for nominalizing a verb.

a. .If the verb stem ends in a consonant, it usually
adds the sufliix ~iin or —inet to form the singular noun.
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verb

pak _
'judpe!

w

R

keep
'read!

. 87

noun

payiin
t judgment'

keebirct
'reading!

be If the verb ends in a vowel or weak /k/, the

noun

verb

L

amadi
'it is sweet!

daak
Idiel

-

is usually formed by adding a =~z or =iz,

noun

nadiz
'sweetness!

dasyiz . :
‘deatht, - =

¢. To form the-plural neun, the suffix —ok is

added to the singular form.

If the singular suffix

—=inet is used, the final /et/ drops off before adding -

the —olr guffix.
singular

payiin  —m0 —
'judgment*

keebinet
'reading®

nadiz
'sveetness’

daayiz ——— >
Ydeath!' .

plural

payiinck
' Judgments'

keebinok

Treadings!

madizok
'sweetnesses!

daayisaol
'deaths"
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4,2. Verbs as Adjectives

4,2.1. There are actually very few true adjectives in
the [urle language. Iiost words which serve as adjectives
are actually verbs which are used as modifiers in the
adjective slot. Uthen a verb follows .the noun and is
introduced by a relator, it is always in the 3rd person.
imperfect, and serves as an adjective modifying the noun.

4.,2.2. Ixamples

Kamoor naansa oront.
I am sick I very
'I am very sick'.

Kacin nasna est ci  amoor. o
I see I man - sick ' '
'‘Isee the giclk manit
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CHAPTIR 6

Perscnal Pronouns

les Introduction

Personal pronouns are marked for three persons,
and fof singular and plural number. The forms of the
pronouns differ in the nominative, accusative, genitive,
and dative cases. There are also dependent'forms in
the accusative and genitive cases.

B

2. Hominative Pronouns ..

2.1. In the nominative case there are six personal pro-
nouns wnich are used as the subject of a clause. '

2.2, Singular Plural

Per 1lst naana 'I' naaga ‘we'
2uod niina ‘'you! niiga ‘you all®

5rd mniini 'he,she,it'  niigi ‘they’

2.3. 1st person is marked by az-a.
2nd person is marked by ii-a.
5rd person is marked by ii-i.

2.4, BSingular is - marked by the intermedial n.
Plural is marked by the intermedial g.

2.5. In a clause the use of the nominative pronoun is
optional since person is also marked within the verd
form itself. The nominative pronoun is therefore used
for a clearelr understanding or for emphasis.
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Kaks naona baagita.
I o I across
'I am going across the river.'

Kaks baagita.
I go across
'I an.-going across the river.'’

3. Accusative Independent Pronouns

31, In the accusative case there are six independent
rronouns which are used as direct objects of a clause.

3els Singular Plural

Per lat aneeta 'me’ : agesta 'us'
2nd ineeta ‘'you' .. igeeta 'you all!
Srd nonng ‘him,her! noogo 'them!'

DaBe. ist person is marked by the initial a.
2nd person is marked by the initial i,
3rd person is marked by the vowsl 3.

3.4. The singular is marked by the intermedial n. °
The plural is marked by the intermedisl g.

3+45. The final /a/ in the lst and 2and person pronouns
often drops off when used in a clause. Thig is optional
and has no significance but is merely a shortened fornm
of the word.

Kacin mnaana  lneeta.
Kacin naana ineet.
I see I you

'T see you.'

4.  Accusative Dependent rronouns -


fwester

fwester

fwester


Murle . ' | 81

4,1, The following suffixes are accusative dependent
pronouns which occur in the unde}gcer margin of a verb.
See Chapter 5: 3,G.

4,2, Singular Plural

Per lst FannJ-ag "me! -t 'ﬁs!
2nd  -in- 'you' -unveuy - 'you all

Ird ——- —

4.3. Dependent accusative pronouns c¢an be used as the
only direct object in a clause or they can be used to-
gether with the independent pronouns for added clarifié
cation and understandins. Devendent accusative pro-
nouns do not exist in the 3rd person so the independent
accusative pronouns are used. The following examples
show how dependent and indepsndent sccusative proncuns
may be used together in a clause. '
Eacin ineeta, .
'T see you,'

kacinin neaana
I see you I

kacinin naana  ineeta
I see you I . ¥ou

kicinin ineeta
I see you you

Kicinin. _
'T see you.!
The most commonly used form would be kacinin ineeta
in which both the dependent and independent accusative

pronouns are used.

4.4, 1he accusative dependeﬁt pronouns can also be used
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as the indirect object. These must be undsrstood fron
the context of the clause in which they are used.

Kanyin Zuruc.

I give himp money

'I give hin the money.'
5. Dative Pronouns
5el. Unlike nouns, pronouns have a dative case which
has six personal pronouns used as the indirect object

of a clause.

5.2 Singular - Plural

Fer 1lst vyaatan 'to ne! _ naatinaay ‘to us'
2nd mpaatun 'to you! paatinooy 'to you &ll!

3rd gaatin ‘to him,her' naatineen 'to them'

5.3. naati means 'to' or 'for' and is a preposition
before nouns used as indirect objects.

_Kayelek tay mnaati ol.
I show COW to men -

'I show the cov to the men'.

- In the singular dative pronouns, the final /i/ of
nastl drops out before adding the Ffollowing suffixes:

-an 'met

~un ‘vyou!
~in *him,her!

In the plural dative pronouns, the word jaaki.
is intact and the following plural pronoun suffixes
are attached to the end.

- =naany tus!
-noomn ‘you all!
~neetn 'ther!
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5.4, Iythe (1971, p. 18) lists ancther set of dative
pronouns which are used when the subjeet of the clause

ig plural. My language teachers used the set given in
5.2 whether the subject of the clause was in the singu~
lar or the plural. One older man recognized one or two
words from the plural set as belonging to Boma [lurle
speakers of long ago, but no longer in present use,

©. Genitive Independent Pronouns

6.1, In the genitive case there ars two seta of six in-
dependent pronouns indicating possession of singular
nouns and another two sets of six independent pronouns
indibating possesgion of plural nouns.

6.2, As with nouns in the genitive case, the particles
¢l or ¢ are used between the noun posSésSed and the
possessor. When the possessor is a-pfonqun, the ci

or o become part of the promoun iyself. The two alter-
nating sets of proncuns are bhased on these two particles
plus the genitive suffixes.

6.3. If the noun being possessed is singulart either of
the following two sets of pronouns is used. :

6.35.1. Singular Plural

Per lat can~onan ‘'nmy’ - c¢inaay~ onaay 'our!
2nd cuna-unun ‘'your! cunooy~unooy ‘'your!
rd cin~vonin ‘'hist cineeny~ oneey ‘their!

6e35.2. The person endiﬁgs in the singular are as follows:
Per 1lst -an !

2nd -~un

3rd ~in

.6.3.5. The possessive pronouns are formed by combining
.the particles ¢i or o and the dependent person suffixes.
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When ci combines with the above singular suffixes, the
/i/ drops out. See Chapter 2: 5.3,

ci + ~am>can tmy!

- When the particle g combines with the above sing—
ular suffixes a /n/ is placed between the vowels.

0 =+ =an-—»onan ‘'‘my'

| The vowel of the particle is offten irregular in
the 2nd person, where it changes to /u/. This is true
in all the possessive pronouns.

6.3.4, The person endings in the plural are as follows:

Per 1st -naan

2nd =-nooy

Srd -neey
6e3.5. The possessive pronauns_in the 1st person plural
have shortened forms which are equally acceptable.

cinaag««#cinai Tour?
anaag'm/onai fourt

6.4. If the noun being possessed is plural, either of
the followingzg two sets of possesszive pronouns may be used.

Goltel, Singular ‘Plural

Per 1st cizan~ogan ‘my’ ciggac-vozaac ‘our!
2nd cizunrugun ‘'your' cugoocacugooc ‘your!
3rd c¢igin~ozin 'his' cigeec~ogeec 'their!
The intermedial /g/ indicates that the pronoun is

ﬁodifying a plural noun.

Ge4.2. The person endings in the singular are the same
- as those of the pronouns modifying a singular noun.
. (See 6.3.2)

o
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6.4.3, The person endings in the plural are as follows.
Per 1lst =-aac )
2nd -Q0C
C 3rd -2ec

6.4.4. The plural pronouns also have lengthened forms
made by adding the suffixes =-ak, -uk, =~ik.

cigaac ~ cigaacak ogaac~ogaacak ‘'our!
cugooe ~ cugoocuk ugoocugoocuk ‘your'
cigeec ~rcigeecik ogeec~ogeecik ‘'their!

6.5. The followinz examples show usage of genitive
independent pronouns modifying singular and plural nouns.,

Eacin Ravool  cagn.
L see boat ny _
*I s8e my boat.! .

Kacin kavoolet cigan.
I see Dboats By
'T see my boats.'

Ateedl niina keet onaan;f
you cut you tree  our
'*You are cutting our tree.!

Ateedi niina keen  ogaac,
you cut Fyou trees our
'You are cutting our trees.!’

7. Genitive Deperdent Pronouns

7.1. %hen the noun possessed is a kinship word, a de~
pendent possessive suffix is added directly to the
‘possessed noun. These kinship words are obligatorily
_possessed, and therefore have no singular or plural’
form withwout a possessive suffix.
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7.2. If the kinship word ends in a consonant, the fol-
lowing suffixes are used.

Per 1st -4
2nd =1
3rd -

These suffixes are used in both the singular and
plural persons, and whether the noun possessed is singu-
lar or plural. '

Pelele Singulér noun:

Per 1lst gotona ‘'my brother', 'our brother'
2nd gotonu ‘'your brotaer', *‘your (pl brother®
3rd gotoni 'his brother', 'their brother!

7e2¢2. Plural noun

Per 1st gotonoga 'my brothers!, our brothers!
2nd gotonogu 'your brothers', 'your (ﬁl ‘brothers'
3rd gotonogi 'his brothers!, !'their brothers'

7.2.3. Both dependent and independent possessives can
be used together and this can help clarify the mesning.

gotona can ‘my brother!
gotona c¢inaay ‘our brother'

7.3, lost kinship words end in a vowel and take the fol-
lowing dependent suffixes. These dependent3pqsse53ive
suffixes are actually identical with the independent
possessive pronouns except that thé'initial Je/ is
changed to a /t/.. ‘ ' ' '

Fe3.1ls Singular noun

- Singular Plural
rer 1s¢t ~tan ~tinaan
2nd  ~tun ~tunaoomn

rd ~Gin ~-tineel
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Example

abetan
abetun
abetin-
abetinaay)
abetinooy
abetineey

7+3.2. Plural noun
Singular

Per 1st ~tigan
2nd ~tugun

'5rd ~tigin

Example

abetigan
abetugun
" abetigin
abetigaac
abetugooc
abetigeec

Zalte In dative and
eral pattern of /z/
2nd person, and /i/

97

‘my grandmother!

*your grandmother!'

'his grandmother!

'our grandmother'
'vour (pl grandmnother!
'their grandmother'

Plural
~tigaac
~tugooc
~tigeec

‘ny grandmothers!

'vyour grandmothers'

'his grendmothers!

'our grandmothers' -
tvour (pl grandmothers!
‘their grandmothers'

genitive pronouns there is a gen-
marking lst person, /u/ marking
marking 3rd person. This is a

productive pattern although it does not hold true in

every situation due

to sone norphophonemic adjustments

below the surface level,

8. See Table 3 on the following page for a chart of

PI'CIOUIS o
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1st
2ad
Ard
1st
2nd
3rd

sing
sing
sing
pl
pl
vl

lst
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
Zrd

sing
sing

ist
2nd

-sing
sing
3rd sing
Ist pl
2nd-pl
3rd nl

sing -

Hurle
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TABLE 3
Proooun Chart
lloninative. 'Acéusative Dep Ace Dative
naana eneetsa —an  -an gaatan
" niinsg ineeta -in naatun
niini nonno — naatin
naaga. ageetsa -£% Yaatinaay
niiga igeeta —un =uy ‘yaatinooy
niigi nosgo — yaatineey |
— -
Genitive Genitive
nmodifying sing noun modifying pl noun
can onan cigan ogan
cun “unun ‘cigun ugun
cin onin cigin ogin .
cinaav onaay ¢cigaazc ogasc
cinoon unocoTn ¢igooe: ugooe -
cineey onee) cigeec ogeec
Dep Gen Dep Gen Dep Gen =
modifying sing |modifying pl [modifying noun
noun ending noun ending ending
in V in V in C
—tan . =tigan -a
~tun ~tugun. -1
~tin ~tigin -1
~%inaam ~tigaac -a
~tunocon ~tugooc -1
~tineaey ~tigeec -3



fwester

fwester


Murle . : :: | - 99

CHAPTZIR 7

Noun FPhrase

le. Introduction

A noun phrase consists of a nucleus which is
filled by a noun and this nucleus can be followed by
ontlonal margins.

l.1. Noun FPhrases+Nuc¢ [noun
: Itenl<nun of denon,adj,and poss pro
+ Mar |demon + Mar num/ @Goold
~ Demont>num of noun ~ Quan!
+ Mariadj P (up to 3) +Mar JPoss £/poss pro +Mar {Tmb CI
ﬂcdl)nu_m of noun Poss B num of noun Med #

1.2. There can be up to four margins following a nuc—
leus at one time. These marzins, however, do not follew
the nucleus in any specific order. Generally the numbevs,
demonstratives, and possessive pronouns will precede the
longer modifying phrases and imbedded clauses.

2. Demonstraﬁives

2.1, Demonstratives usually follow directly after the
noun which they modify.

2.2, Denonsiratives are either singular or plural in
azreement with the noun they modlfy.

' 2.3. T‘_Ecamples

Acin maa nicini kajac.
sees lion - this kob
"This lion sess a kob,'
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Aruk eeti oroze nicigi.
beats man dogs these
'The man beats these dozs.!

5« Quantity

*3.1. The quantity mergin is filled by a cardinal num=
ber or the morpheme dook meaning 'all'!,

3.2, Cardinal numbers do not btake singular or plural
endings but remain the same in all situations,

3.3« Exsmples

Kanyei naana ijunya ram.
I have I pots two
'T have two pots.!

Alipliy ol dook mana.
work people &ll in field _
'The people are all working in the field."

4, Adjective Phrase

4,1l. 'Jhen a single adjective phrase follows a noun it
is introduced by the relator ¢i or o and an adjective.

4,2, Adj P=+Intro |¢i/o> + Comment [adj
Rel | Qual

4,3, Examples
Kanoti naana ect el wun.
T look I man tall -
'l am locking for the tall man.'

ci wun
. Rel Qual
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4.5.4, Examples

Agam dol Tuluwk e¢i lekddicik.
catches children fish small
"The children cabtch small fish,'

kidieik Jom = kidic = Qual
Hum = -1k = Pl

Aturan niini tiin c¢i gidanye.
herds he cows browm
'He herds the browmn cows.?

gidane Com = gidap= Qual
unm= - = Pl

4e5¢5. Host adjectives are regular and add the suffixes
without any internal changes. The following are two
notable exceptions. ' | L

Singular Plural

appl ———» appintik - appinte "big*
wun —— 3 wvuntik s wvunte '£all’

4.5.6, In a situation where there are several adjectives
nodifying a plural noun, an =ik suffix is added to the .
first adjective and then the suffix -£ to subseguent
adjectives, This rule is not always adhered to, but is
the one preferred by most HMurle. '

_Kacin kibaalli ci maanik kizi gidane kizi voore,.
"X see birds yellow and brown and white
1T see yellow, brown, and white birds.' '

5. The Possessive Phrase

5.1. The possessive phrase is always introduced by ¢i

or o. The noun which is the possessor has a genitive
' ]
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Azam oroz ¢i mac kajac.
catch dog male kob |
'The male doz catches a kob.!

4.4, ‘hen two or more adjective phrases modify the
same noun, the relator is obligatory in only the Tirst
phrase. In subsequent phrases the relator is optional
or can be replaced by kizi or ba meaning ‘'and',

Kacin kibaallic ci mean  kizi gidaﬁ.-
I see bird ~yellow and brown
'I see a yellow and browvn bird.'

EKaecin ol c¢i appintik ba wuntik.
I see men  Dbig and tall
'T see the big tall men.'

Kacin ariz ci koli  adikir.
I see ox blaclk big
'I see the big black ox.!

Kacin ariz c¢i koli ¢i gidam.
I see ox black brovm
'I see the black and brovm oxX.!

4,5, Adjectives

4,5.1. Aidjectives agree with the noun that they modify
in number only, in edjective modifying a singular noun
will have no suffix and an adjective modifying a plural
noun will have a plural suffix.

4.5.2. adj= +Coninent fad g + [fum |<-:ik/-s>
Qual | 71

4,5,3, -The adjective nmodifying a plural noun adds the
:ig‘éuffix if the adjective ends in a consonant, or Jjust
~k if the adjective ends in a vowel. There is an alter-~
nate plurél form which uses the suffix -€., Sonme Murle
prefer to use this vhen the adjective.nodifies a person.
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4,5.,4. Examples

Agan  dol kmlulk eci lidicik.
catches children fish small
'The children cabten small fish.!

kidicik Qom = kidic = Qual
Hum = =ik = Pl

Aturan niini +tiin ci gidane.
herds he caows brovn
"He herds the brown covs.!

gidane Com = gidan= Qual
Hum= ~£ = PFlL .

 4.,5.5. Host adjectives are regular and add the suffixes
without any internal changes. The following are two
notable exceptions. ' S

Singular Plural

appi — j appintik ~- appinte 'big'
wull e—————3 wuntik .~ wunte 1£allt

4.,5.6, In a situztion where there are several adjectives
nodifying a plural noun, an -ik suffix is added to the
first adjeective and then the suffix ~£ to subsequent
adjectives, This rule is not always adhered to, dbut isg
the one preferred by most Iturle.

. Kaein kibaslli ci maanik kizi gidape kizi voore.
I see birds yellow and brown and white
I see yellow, brown, and white birds.! '

5. The Possessive Fhrase
5.1. The possessive phrase is always introduced by ci
or o, The noun which is the possessor has a genitive
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suffix. The possesszor can alse be modified by optional
margins and in this case the genitive suffix does not
occur, '

5.2. Poss P=+Intro|&i/oy + Nuc |gzen noun
Rel | Iteml

+ Har|denon,num,poss pro,Adj,P,Poss P, Imb cl
Mod [

5¢3. Examples

Earoon naana idiy c¢i  tayo.
T want I meat of cow
'T want the meat ¢of the cow.'!

ci tano
Rel Item

Karoon naana idin ¢i +tay can.
I want I meat of cow oy
'T want the meat of my cow.'

ci tan can
Rel Itenm Mod

Hote that in the first example the possessor has
the genitive ending o bul whén the posseséor iz itSelf_
possessed as in the second: example, that.the genitive
endinz does not occur, ' “

6. Possessive Fronouns

6.1. In the possessive pronouns the introducer ci
or'g has elided with the appropriate possessive suf-
fixes vo form single morphemes. Therefore the prcnouﬁ
follows the noun it medifies without a separate lntro-
duter. ©See Chapber 6:6.3.3.,
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Ou2. Exanples

Daa onan aliyliyg oroot.
wife ny works  very
'liy wife works very hard.'

Kaein +am can.
I see cov¥ my
" 'I see ny cow.'

7« Imbedded Clause

7+1le A noun can also be modified by an imbedded clause.
An ‘imbedded clause begins with the introducer o, which
is followed by a dependent clause. The dependent c¢clause
formula is found in Chapter 8:5. | .

7.2. Imb Cl= +Intro| o} + Huec|Dep C1
Rel | Stal

7e3e IEZxamples

et o akat kajac anyak dila can,
man who kills keb has spear my
*The man who kills the kob has ny spear.!

o] akat kajac
Rel Statement

Kacin naana kiziwan c¢i appi o Xor naana
I see I buffalo  big which I shot I.
'I see the big buffalo which I shot.®

o . kor mnaana
Rel Statement
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CIAPTIR 8

Clausge Ievel

l, Intrcduction

There are three independent clause core types in
Furle; transitive, intransitive, and topic—comment.
Ioperative, dependent, and subordinate clausezcores
are variants of the three independent clause cores.

- There are several word order patterns for eacn type of
clause. Howvever, ech type of clause has one basic word
order which is most conmonly used. This is normally
found in the affirmative declarative clause and this
word order will be. used in the formulas for the _
clause cores, The clause core describes the minimal
clause without margins. Various margins can be attached
to a clause core. Sections 2 through 7 deal with clause
corTes and section 8 discusses the various margins.

2, Independent Transitive Clause

2.1, The transitive clause core has P30 word order.

It contains an obligatory predicate slot filled by a
verb, an obligatory subject slot f£filled by a noun phrase,
pronoun, or person marksr affixed to the verb, and an
optional indirect object slot, filled by a noun phrase,
pronoun, or a person marker suffixed to the verb, aand

an obligatory iject slot filled by a noun phrase, pro-
noun, person marker suffixed to the verb or subordinate
claugse. In a discourse, the subject or object slot may

- be left empiy i the subject or object is mentioned in
an eariier clause.' When this' happens The enmpty slots
are undersiood from the carlier subject or object. Tais,
however, apnlies on a higher level and is now covqred )
by the clausze level formula. B '
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2,2. Tr Cl Core=+iped |[verd
i Action Psubj,obj ;
+ Subj [HP/Hro/@ +Ind Objliz/pro/d
Actorl<per marker on verb Scope - [{per marker on verb
<+ ObjilP/orae/E/3ub Cl ' '
Und [¢per marker on verb

The subject is alvays marked in the verb by a per-
son marker., A noun phrase or pronoun may occupy the
subject slot; however, if the subject slot is empty,
the subject is still marked by the person marker in the
verb. The object or indirect-object'is sometimes marked
in the verb by a person marker. A person marlker can Co-.
occur with an indirect object or object . pronoun; however,
if the indirect object or object slot is empty, the per-
son marker can mark the indirect object or objeet by it-
self.

L

2.3, ZIZxanples

Adakr maa kajac ci Ireli,
Pred Subj Obj “
eats: lion kob black
'The lion eats the black kob.!

Aruk hiini oroz can.
Pred Bubj Ob3 _
beats he dog mny
'HHe beats ry dog.!

' Kaein kizivan ci adikir.
Pred  ObjJ
T see buffalo  big
'*I see the big buffalo.’

In the above example the k~ in the verb marks the
subject since no overt subject is named.
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Xacinin.
Pred
'T see you,!

In the above example, the prefix k= marks the sube
ject and the suffix =-in marks the object since they do
not occur in the usual slots. '

Kacinin naans. Iineeta.
Pred Subj 0bj
I see you I you

T see you,'!

In  the above example the subject and object pronouns
occur in the subject and object slots as well as being
maxrked in the verb.

Anyilk getl Yaa . gUruc.

Pred Subj Ind Obj Obj

gives man woman mnoney

'The man gives the money to the woman,!

Anyin . -.7  eeti  guruc.
Pred Subj CbjJ
gives to you man money

'The man gives the nmoney To you.!

In the above example the suffix -in on the verb
narks the indirect object which does not cecur in the
nornal slot, ' - “ |
2.4, Althousnh the most comnon word order is PSO, it is
possible for:»the subject to precede the predicate. This
is hormally done in order to emphasize the filler of the
subjecﬁ slot. It is alse usual for a subject having
several nodifiers Yo precede the predicate,
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Cirlili agam idiy ci nazo.

Sub 3 Fred Ohj

Iite srabs meat of woman

'The kite zrabs tle worman's neab.'

Tay can ci ziday adak arte.

Subj . Pred Cbj
cow = my brown eats grass

"1y brown covw is eating grass.'

2.5. The subject, indirect object, and object of a
clause can be filled by co-ordinates. In other words
there can be more than one filler in each of the above
s8lots., These co-ordinates are joined by the conjuction
ki or kibesn meaning ‘'and'. '

Aket getd kajac Xxibeen megeer.
Pred Subj Ob] Obj
spears man  kob and oribi
'"he man spears a rob and an oribi.t

et c¢i adilkir ki dole ci miliny cev mana..
Fubj SubJ | Pred ObJ
nan grown and child . small cultivaete garden .

'The grovn man and the snall child cultivate the garden.
3. Independent Intransitive Clause 3

2«1 The intrensitive clauze core contains an obligatory
predicate slot filled by a verb, andlan'obligatory:subject
slot filled by a noun phrase, prohoun5 or. person marker
affized %o the verb. Some transitive verbs must take

an intransitive mayker when they are used in an intrans-
itive clause. ' |

3,2, Intr Cl Core=-+Pred |verd
Action|>subj

4 Subj |®/nro/¢
Actor|¢{per marker on verb
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5030 mmples

Eevyl ol ci meelik.
Pred Subj
cultivate people many

'HMany people are cultivatinge.'

Koryi_ naana.
Pred - Subj

I fish I

'I am fishing.'

4, Independent Topic-Comment Clauée

4,1 The topic—éomment ¢lause is made up of an obliga~
tory topic slot and an obligatory comment slot. However,
there are three sub-types dependinzg on word order and
fillers of the comment slot. .

4,2. In the topic~comment clause type 1, the obligatory
comment slot precedes the obligatory ftopic slot and is
£illed with a quality verb or adjective. A quality verd
is one that can also aerve as an adjedtive_iﬁ a noun -
phrase., See Chapter 5:4.2. The cbligatory topic slot
is filled by a noun phrase, pronoun, or can be marked
in the quality verb. |

4,241, 1/C; Gl Core =+Comnent| aual verb/adj
; B Qual |>Topic
<+ Topic|X¥P/nro/g

Iten |<per marker on verb

r

4,2.2. Zxanmples

- Kabona naana.
Jual Ttem
I well I
'T anm well.'
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Tlun g€ti nicco.
Qual Iten

tall man  this
'Thiz man is tall.'

4.3. In the topic-comment. clause type 2, the topic slot
comes first and is filled by a noun phrase. it is fol-
lowved by & conment slot which is filled by an adjective
phrase or a noun phrase. The adjective phrase gives the
quality of the topic snd the noun phrase gives the ident-
ity of the toric. '

4.3.1. T/Cp C1 Core =+Tovpic|'? ++ Comment hai P/ &P
Item | Qual/Zden]

4.3,2. Examples

Eet cl wan.
Item (ual .
man tall
'The man is tall,'

Bopboneci Ikibaali.
Item lden
pelican bird

'*The pelicsn is a bird,!

4.4. The topic~comuent clause tyve 3 has a prediqate
slot filled by the stative verb, a topic slot f£illed
by a noun phrase, pronoun, or rarked in the verb, and
a commsnt alot filled by an adjective or a noun phrasg.

Lo4,1. T/C> €1 Core=+ red |stative verb
3 - -
Stative I1>Topic
-4 Towie] P /oro/¥ -+ Conment haj /NP
Ttem | ¢ver maricer on verb (ual Iden|
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4.4,2. Txamples

TeEN nagna kutur,
Stative Item  Qual
I am I short

'T an short.!

£en kizivan kelegit ci appi.
Stative Itenm Iden = - :
is buffalo animal -big

'The bﬁffalo_is a big animal.'
5. Imperative Clause

5.1l. An imperative clause can be transitive, intransi-
tive, or topic-comment. In the transitive it is com~
prised of an ovligatory predicate slot filled by an
imperative verb and an object slot filled by the normal
fillers. The imperative. clause ip the intransitive is
comprised of only an obligatory predicate slot filled by
an imperative verb. The imperative clause in topic-
comment is comprised of only an obligatory comment slot
filled by an imperative quality verb. The imperative
verb in all three clauses is alwvays the second person
singular or plural of the subjunctive mode. o

5.2. IExamples
5,2.1., Imperative Transitive Clause

Ruk oroz !
Pred Cbj
tBeat the dog !

5.2.2. Imperative Intransitive Clause
Joto !

Fred
tYou all go !t .
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5¢243e Imperative Yopic—-Comnent Glause

Ajadeki &
Pred
fAll of you be quiet !f

©. Dependent Clauses

All three clause types have dependent forms yhich
occur o the phrase level modifying nouns. They follow
the noun which they modify and are introduced by the
relator o. Gee Chapter 7:7. '

6.1« The dependent transgitive clause has an obligatory
predicate and either a subject or an obje¢t but not both,
When the subject does not occur, the noun being modified
~ by the clause fills the subject role. UVhen the object
does not occur, the noun being modified by thé clause
fills the object role. |

EKanyei nsgna oroz o agam tolonya.
I have I dog  which catches chickens
'T have a dog which catches chiclkens.'

The above dependent clause agam tolonya has no sub-
jeet, so the subjeet is understood to be oroz. '

Keetl naana kiziwan o. or niina.
T skin I buffalo which shot you
- *T am skinning the buffzlo which you shot.'
The above dependent clause or niina has no object,
so the object is unierstood to be kizivan.

6.2. The denendent intronsitive clause has an obligatory
predicate but no subject. he subject role is always
filled by the noun beinr modified by the clause.
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2l o  EEVyL alinliy proot.
people who cultivate work very |
“The people who are c¢ultivating are working hard..'

The above dependent clause gevyi has no subject so
the subject is understood to be pl.

6.3, Only the third type of topic-comnment clause can be
dependent. This dependent clause has an obligatory
stative predicate and an obligatory comment. The fopic
slot does not occur and the topiec role is filled by -

- the noun being modified. '

Kagsa Zo0z © een didi,.
I know word which is  true.
*I know the message wiich is true.'

The above dependent ¢lause een didi. has ng topic,
so the topic is understood to be zooz. ’

7. Subordinate Clause

All three clause types can funcbion as subordinate
clauses. A subordinate clause fills the object slot in
a transitive clause, In this clause type the subject
always precedes the predicate and is in the accusative
case. JIn a topic-comment clause the topic'is also in
the accusative case.

?7.1l. Bubordinate Transitive Clause

Kaga mnaana nonno aak idin.
rred Subj  Obj

I know T she cooks meat
'I know that she is cooking the nmeat.'

nonng aak idin
Subj Pred Cbj
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Subordinate Intransitive .Clause

Karoom haana 2ol Liliplinit
Pred . Subj. Obj. '
I wvant I neople to work

'I want the people to work.'

ol = kiliylinit
3ubj Pred

Subordinate Topic-Comment Clause

‘Kaga naana ineeta alaan.

Pred Subj Obj
I imow I you chief
'I know that you are the chief.'

ineeta alaan
Topic Comnent .

8. Hargins

Sels

The following - formula shows the marglns whic

occur with any of the clauqe cores. -

8.2, Ixpanded Cl= +lar Joues uord-+har Ilee word
Ques | . T Timel|
4 Har (hlan/naan)q-ﬂuclﬁl Core + lar fadverb.
= Heg tal ~ lan |
4 HMar|ins noun +-H log 4+ Har hues word
- ins Loc{ — Ques|
B35 Question dar 5in
B.3.,1, Juestion slots occur both bhefore the clause

h .can

core

and at the very end of the expanded clause. A clause
can be made into a gquestion By putting a question word
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into either of the question slots. In én emphatic
question the same question word ‘can be used in both
8lots at the same time. |

Awot  tan  maanm ©Daa?
Core _ _ Ques
drinls cow water where
VWhere is the cow drinking water?'

Na akat niini  oroz’ na?
‘Ques Core Ques
way kill he = dog - why .

"Why is he killing the dog?*

8.%.2. There is one exception where the quéstion word
does not occur in the margin. The question word pyene
'who'! occurs in the normal subject and object slots .
and then serves as the subject or the object in a clause.
Akatun mpene kajac niEo?
Pred Subj Obj _
killed who  kob this
‘“ho killed this kob?'

8.4 Time liargin

8,4.1, An expanded clause includes an optional tine
slot before the clause core which is filled by a time
word. Alternatively, the time slot can occur after the
clause core.

- Bilija. azanit nii=zi kuluk c¢i meelik naadan?
‘Time "' Core S - Ques
last nizht cateh they  fish mony where

*'lhere did they catch many fish last night?!

Kicina nagna Ikizivan balawaasz.
.Core Tinme
I saw I buifalo yesterday
'T saw a buffalo yesterday.'
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8.4.2., Tuture in Hurle is indicated by a future time
word in the time margin slot.

Tedesc awudi niina maam,
Time Core

later drink you water
"Later you will drink water.*®

8.5, Hegative largin

An expanded -clause may include an optional negative.
slot immediately before the clause core. This negative
8lot can be filled by the negative words alay or yaan
meaninz 'not'. Often when'a'negative word is used, the
predicate and subject will reverse. ;

Naan kacin naana suzul.

Neg Core
not I see I hyena _
'I do not see the hyena.' .

Inocko alawny neana kacin guzul.
Time Neg Core

now not I I see hyena
'How I do not see the hyena.' '

8,6. Manner Margin

. In an expanded clause, the optional manner slot
occurs after the clause core and is filled by an adverb.

Tedeec Kano naana o2 ci maatu kidicelem.
Time Core ‘ _ : Man

later I follow I tracks of lions carefully
'"Later I will follow the- lions' tracks carefully."

Alan alinliny n;;na,katamaan"na?
Neg Core llan - . Ques
not work you quickly why
""Jhy are you not working quickly?'



fwester


Murle . 117

8.7. Instrumental llargin

In an expanded clause, the optional insirumental
slot follows the clause core and is filled by a noun
in the inatrumental cass. See Chapter 4:5,

Balawaaz akatun ccti maa dilawa. -

Time Core Ins

yesterday killed man lion with spear _
'Yesterday the man killed a lion with a spear.'

Als) adook e£ti naa keeta - oroot..

Neg Core Ins Han

not beat man wife with stick very

'The man is not beating his wife very bad with a stick.'

8.8. ILocativs Margin

8¢83.1. In an expanded clause, tHe optional i;cative.
slot follows the clause core and is filled by a2 noun in
the locative case. See Chavter 4:5. The ncun-in the
locative case may be followed by an optional specifier,
in which case it drops the locative case éuifixg '

8.8.2. Loc Mar=+Huc|loc noun +Max . . |specifier word
Loc | Specifier|

3.8.3%3. Examples

Tnoko abil guumuni keecta.
Time Core ' Toc
Now  stands fowl in tree

'Y%ow there is an owl in the tree.’

Balawaaz kicina naana maat keet loota.
Time " Core Loe
yesterday I saw I . Jdions tree under
'Yesterday I saw lions under the tree.'
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CHAPTER 9

Higher Levels

Sentence, Paragraph, and Discourse
* 1. Introduction

Since it covers such a broad subject, this chapter
does not attempt to deal with all the data on the higher
levels of sentence, paragraph, and discoursé. One short
text is presented and only the data within that particu-
lar text will be discussed. This. is not meant to be.a' _
comprehensive presentation but only aftempts %0 give the
reader a feel for vhat is happening oa the higher levels.

The text chosen for analysis is a_shdrt narrative
discourse which is a well—knownlﬂuflp 8tory. ;Tﬁe-Story
is presented by means of a display recomnended by Long-
acre and Levinsoan (1978),

Zach page of the display has been divided into five
columns. The threc center columns show the 6ore of eaéh
clause and contain the predicate, subject, and odject.
The column preceding the core contains the pre-core mar-
gins, and the column followihg the core contains the |
vost-core mAarsins.

Sach row contains the words from an independent
clause. Sentences cen have one or nore clauses and each
sentence is ziven a consecubive mumber. Clauses are set
off from each othed by a singzle line, and sentences are
set off by a double line.

The parficipants_are_numbered 1, 2, or 3. “he num~
‘ber ocecurs whether or not the vparticipant is overtly
nentioned. 'This assists the reader to follow the parti-
'cipﬁht.roles.
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Oceasionally the D30 weord order is not followed.
“hen thers is a word order change, it is indicated by
the words Yred, Subj, or Obj placed in the upper right

hand corner of the box.

inere will be 2 word-for-word Inzlish translation
under eacl Murie word. An Englizh free translation
fellows the display. The sentencesin the free trana-
lation avre numbered the same as in the display for easy

raference,

2. Display of Text, Table &4,

arrives aeaven; vho

Core
Fre-lore Pred Sub j Gb) Post-Core
zoaz oi
word o
baal .
Tong agzo
leirlilo
of ite
been Zeelu.
and  StorkK
b
adand ¢irlili been
argue together | kite and
N .
zeell o
stori
anng 1. 2 ne,
they say to : Thus
each other
|
"inoko na kavo 1.2 |dim
now 17 we go ‘ ‘| dfsappear
2EE
on (: on
been -
Toward
. fammu,
- S neaven
; arum tanmﬂ“ nene?”
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Murle
- Core
re-Core Pred 3ubj ObJ Poat-Cor
4 azi *2eelue 1 ne,
§ays atork taug
2
"tarun naana., .
. 1 arrive L
) Subf [pred]
5{ala cirlild | alay arun!
ne kite , oot arrive
loc
tammu
_ hDeaven
! 2
& aneek cirlili zeely ne,
saya Gite . BLOTL thua
1 )
"har naana karun orogt':-
u I arrive - Tery
7 adanto. 1, 2
t1ey argued
tozether
8(ba adany i, 2 zeE
and A8y argus on & an
k|
bakacin izitd kibaalli ne, °
until say ‘birds Thua
ci ga
all
inoio avoyu 1, 2 tamma, "
Bow you 5o ! Reaven
a2’
and L
loe o -
9 grun tanmu cir=lili.
—_ arrives heaven|Kite _
X .
10| adi zeeliye glas} arum. )
as for svord not arrives _
Suir | (el T
11 2zezlye adindiys
svorin heavy . -
; § ——
12 .anni niini,
_ biy g’ —
—_— 1 July }prd .
13 feirlili pyolvol. -
Yite 115t
!


fwester

fwester


121

Murle
Core
1
1 Pre-Core Fred - Subj Obj Post~Core _
— T : :
14 arun : eirlild,
arrives E Yite :
e o
on & on heaven
. 3
i5 azi seelye nE ,
says SCOTS Thus
. a
"alcom, ba tarum naan
no But I arTive 1
T
15 aneek .301 1, 2 aE,
say birds ¥hus
"abona.
it 13 good
17 inolo amlla. i, 2 .
nocw ¥ou all fly
tineeri
Tozorrou
18 avoyu i, 2
you all go
ba arumnyu 1, 2 tammu,*
and ¥you errive heaven
3 1.
19 aneek 1, 2 ol he,
| whey say ‘birds. | TBus
lrm.u
yes
20 aaviiya 1, 2
w.leyY sitayed
ba < wiulita. 1, 2
and they Tlaw
" )
teers
in th2 porning
21 |bax ava 1, 2 ZEE
= They go ! on & on
been
Foward
: Lammu .
| henven
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Core
re-Core Pred Jubj £by - Post-Core
a2 i daak Goelue soola |
Razi adaalt zoell .
‘hen ies atorlk on the way
peYe)
wantk ’
ajonoz i
to near
tanou,
eaven
25 . EDCEra
' Ye perished 2 .
ba agwvoya 2 ZEE
and Ty on & on
]
bakacin iita 2 ZOV.
unti be Falls thu
: R oo
2&|ba aji idicek niini.
and as for procieds e
| S
[+] 1i
___ Ik3te . _
25(ba ako niini been tamiu.
and Toes e [*] heaven
T 26| ba ako aavi kN tanna
and S0es8 svays in heaven
iinya ram
doys tTwo
ma abada. i
and returns
27| pa abada  aku 1
and returns coming __
ma 2l arum iR -] £odo. .
and cones arrives |rET earth
anéek %l -1 [
28 [ say birds thus
2 . 06! . ‘Pr‘l'tf . . é r
"goely _I_ ¢i snya | Yooid - S
stoTie - Tin%s wand _
bar ' taba doen
Ut wings oniy

wibeen ane.

and ones



fwester

fwester

fwester


Murle

123
‘Corea
T - . L
Pre-Core - Pred 3ubj Obj Post~Core
29 adaak 2 haala
he dies on tone way.
z66
on & on
ma aly 2 noko.
and he cones Tike this
50 ivita olla ane bar doon."
cane  Just ones but t:migl
3lima acin eiprlili 2oog ¢l
and sees ite word of
adaai “zeelve
doath stork
0 B
L {agreas with 'ci')
/ S
atalo niini.
is hapoy )
22 aga jniini EEL ci tiir [oroot.
lmows he person fast vary
33 arug 1 tammu
arrives heaven
labal.
even
3 lSus!‘ l Pred . B .
54 |ma bodo 2L glay bedo zgelu kibeen
. |and mgain oirds not again 3toTk
H
BXDDY) cirlili kaa
want ite to
kelsbezit koot LREMU.
| neasure o0 - neaveh )
3 P,
35 asa 2l cirlili ]
fnow birds e
ajaar
eat
P2
zeelu.
- BLOrn
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Core
Pre.Core - Ired Jub j Obg Post=-Core
%5 zoog ¢l
story of
- %eeluwo been .
avork  an
'eiriili o.
Eite  (apgress with 'ei’)
37 ' EnsEr 1zeeluwe
B Y -
iy parished storik
38 |alapnan li alanan 2
not Uit not
'
leirlili orkar.
_|&ite acconpany
39 7502 - el
story of
zin baal
tThen Iong ago
*zeeluwo  besn
of stork and
'eir1ili o
1te {agrees with "eci')
nezn,
truly
40 ) odota .
it ends

He

3.

They
who will

Frez Translation

1; Mis is tue story of what happened to the Irite
and stork lonz agzo,

2. The kite and the stork were arzuing VYogether,

4. The stor: said, "I will arriva first.

arrive in heaven finst

=ar

ite will net arrive at all.”

aaid %o eaeh other, "If we fly up inte the sky,

5. The
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6. The kite said to the stork, "I will easily
arrive first." "

7. They argued togethgr sone nore. 8. They?argued
on and on until sone other birds said to them, "Now go
fly to heaven.”

9. The kite reached heaven, 10. Ais for the
stork, ke did not reach heaven. 1l1l. The stork was %00
heavy. 12. He was too big. 13. The kite was lighter
14 and was able to arrive 1n heaven.

15. ‘When they returned, the stork lied and said,
"o, I also reached heaven.”. '

15. The birds then said, "Alright, tomorrow you.
fly. again. 18. 7You go and you £ly until you arrive
in heaven."

19. The stork and kite saill to the birds, "Okay."

| 20. They rested and in +the morning they took off
21 and they went up and up toward heaven.

22. V‘hen he got near heaven, the stork died on the
way.25de died and fell on and on until he hit the ground
'thud!. -

24, As for the &kite ne proceeded onward 25 snd
went to heaven 26 znd stayed in heaven two days and
then returned 27. He cane back and finally arrived -
back on earth.

28, The birds said to hlm, "The wind brought the
stork but only the wings and bones. 29, He died on
the way o heaven and cane back lilke this. 30. Only -
the bcnes came bacﬂ. : : :

3{., ‘hen the kite heard about thé deatlh of the stork
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he was very happy. 3>2. Heé knew That he was the fast-
est bird 55 since he had even reached heaven.

%4, The other birds no longer vanted to judge:
vhether the kite or stork could reach heaven. 35..
They lknew that the kite defeated the stork. '

36.This is the story of the kite and the stork which
is now knowmn.

. 37+ The stork perished. 33. It was not asble %o
accompany the kite to heaven.

39. This is the story thnn of 1onw ago about the
kite and storlk,

4¢, It is finighed.

4. Discourse Constituents

A1l discourse types have basic constituents. The
basic constituenis of the previous narrative are title,
'setting, minor plot, major plot, and clomure. TFollowing
is a breakdown of the narrative into its basic constituente

DISCCURSE CCUSTITUENTS TABLE 5

1 Mitle
- 2-3 Setiing
9-19 neor Flot
[
2C=35 ajor Plot
253440 Closure
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5. Discourse Soundaries

All [urle discourses have devi¢es'whi¢h'mark Thaeir
voundaries. ‘“he boundaries of the previous narrative
are typical of;most narravive discourdes. The first
line of the narrative iz a title beginniﬁg'with the _
word Zooz meaning ‘story'. In this title the word baal
is used meaning 'lonz age'! and this establishas the tinme
of the story to be related. The two main characters of
the story, cirlili 'kite', and zeelu *stork' sre also

. introduced in +this title. '

To close the narrative, the title of the story
is given again in sentence 36, Then there is a shoff
resume of the story to emphasize the highpoint of
 the narretive., The title is again repeated in sentence
39 and then the word odota occurs meaning '+the end',

6. Parazgrapn Level

Each constituent of a narrative can be made up'or:
one or more paragraphs. A new paragraph is dindicated
by .2 change in participant focus, a change in time or
location of action, or a difference in content or func-
tion of material.

A typical example of a chanse in participant focus.
is found between sentences 27 and 28, in which the focus
changes from the kite to the other birds. Within dia-
logue a change in speaker also indicates a new paragraph
as between sentenges 5 and 6; where the stork stops speak-
ing and the kite begins,

A chanze in tirce is found betireen sentences 19 and
:.20, vhere the:word neeri 'morainz' indicates a new tine
‘end therefore a new parasranh. A chanze in location
is found between sentences S and 9 where the scene changes
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from earth to heaven, and therefore indicates a newvw
paragraph. '

In the text under analysis, there are three ways
in which a new paragraph is indicated by a difference
in content or function of material.

The first is a chanye from dialogus to action as
betueen sentences 19 and 20. The second is a change
from action to dialozue as between sentences 27 and 283.
The third is a change from dialogue to emotional re-—
sponse as between sentences 30 and 31.

The following is a display of the paragraph breaks
made in the preceding narrative. - The above critéria
are used to assess where the paragraph brealks should talke
place. Offten nmore than one crﬂterian function together
to indiecate a paragreph break. _

. DISPLAY OF PARAGRAPHS..TABIZ 6 -+
Discourse | — '
Constituents | Paragraph | Sentence Content
Title . 1 - 1 | Title
2 2,3 kite and stork argue
Setting ] 4,5 | speech of stork
4 6 speech of kite
5 7,8 birds intervene in- argument
6 1914 outcome of flight n
Minor Plot 7 15 speech of stor#
8 16-18 birds' suzgestion
9 19 stork and kite agree
10 . 20,21 | stork and kite flew -
11 22,23 stork died |
i — » L) N »
Major Plot iz 22 kltg arrives in heaven
13 - 28-30 birds report death of stoerk
14 51-33 kite is happy '
15 34,55 birds know winner R
15 %6 Title '
' 17 37 4 28 Resune .
Closure 18 39 mitle
19 40 Ending



fwester

fwester


Murle . ' 129

7. 3Sentence Level

Each paragraph is made up of: oné or more sent-
ences. A sentence may be composed of a single inde-
pendent clause or it may be composed of two or more
¢lauses joined by connectors. Wormally if there‘aré_
no connectors between the clauses then each clause
is a sentence by itself. TFor an example see sent-
~ences 4 and 5 in the preceding text.

The independent clause or clauses are the core
of the sentence. A clause core may have various mar-
gins which precede it. Following are some exanples’
taken from the text under analysis.

Sent . 10 ~ margin of topic
2ji zeelve 'as for the stork'

Sent 15 - margin of response
akpm ‘'no'

Sent 17 - margin of tine
inoke 'now!'

Sent 21 - margin of link
~ ba - tand'

Sent 22 -~ margin of time
pazi arooy gajoyoz tammu ‘when he neared heaven'

Some words which fill the marzin of link also serve
as connectors between clauses within a sentence. Com-
mon examples of these are the words ma and ba meaning
'and'. 'Therefore one must also look at the neaning of
the clauses as well as pause brealts in order to assess:
whethor a word is a margin of a sentence or serving as’
a clause counector. Time words nust also be assessed
85 .to whether they are functioninzy on a sentence or
clause level. TIike and Fike (1977, n. 256) state that
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there is not yet enough specific criteria for making.
these decisions without some indtterminacy.

8. QParticipant Anaphora

thenever there is a chanze in participant, the
participant is mentioned by name. As before mentioned
this is also a strong indication of a new paragraph.
This participant is seldor mentioned again by name
within the same paragraph. The subsequent subject slots
are normally left empty and these automatically refer
back to the participant before mentioned in that para-
graph. See paragraph 11, These slots are left empty
un®il there is a change in participant focus, in which
case the new parti clnant 1s nenticned by name and a new
paragraph is. be@un.

Pronouns are also used as fhe means_qf anaphora
but. are not as common as leaving the subject Slot empty.
See sentences 12, 24, 25, 31, and 32,

The above types of anaphora apply to the major par-
ticipants only. IlMinor participants are always identi-.
fied specifically. For example, the minor partlclpants,
kibaalli 'birds' are introduced in sentence 8, and are
menvioned again each time as gl meaning 'people' in
sehténces 16, 19, 28, 34, and %5.

8. Dvent-ILine

There is an event-line which serves as the backbone
of the narrative. Other things such as background, re-
partee, description, reason, and reaction are all di-
gressions fom the backbone. '

The normal sevents are given_in the-impériect'mode
even though the narrative takes place in the past, The
nost imporcant events are hlSﬂll’ﬂted by the vevb ocour-
fin? in the perfect mode. '
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The followinpg sentences comprise the backbone of

the precedins narrative.

In sentencas 7, 20, and 23

the verb is in the perfect node, ,indicating that these
- are the most important events of the story.

Backbone
Sent
scent
sent

Sent

cent
Sent

Sent

S5ent
Sent

_ Sent

Sent

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

adano

adayts

axrun

aavtiya
ukulita

ava
adaalk
EpEEYa
awvoya
iita
idicek

ako

aavi
abada

arun

10. Back-Reference
nl

'they argued'
tkite arrivses’

'they stayed!’
'they flew!

'they go!
'stork dies'
'he died’

‘he went down!
The fell'

‘kite proceeds!

The goes!

'he stays'
'he rsturns!

'he arrives'

| There 18 one instance of back-reference in the pre~
ceding narrative. In sentence 22 the time margin clause

mazi arooy ajoyoz tammu 'when -he neared heaven', nakes

a refercrice to the former sentence.

It a2lso focuses .

attention on the exact tine and loecation of the turn-
ing point of the entire narrative wiich takes place in

the following sentence.
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Addenda

As noted in the Preface, a few discoveries which were
made following the writing of this gfammaf.Were simply
added as addenda so 2s not to delay publication, The
addenda are the following. o

1.
2,

3,
b4,

Two additional phonemes.

Yowel harmony with «i,

From 'mode’ to 'aspect’.

The transitivity system of clause types.
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Addendum 1
Two_Additional Phonemes

Upon further research and with the help of sonme
sophisticated Murle readers, two more consonant phoneMes'
have been identified in Murle. In the earlier description
(see Chapter 1, Section l.1), /t/ and /d/ were treated as
alyeolar stops and no dental stops were included. However,
we have found that /t/ is actually a voiceless déntal stop
[%] and contrasts with a voiceless alveolar stop /T/.
Furthermore-there’is a volced dental stop Ag/ which contrasts
~with the voiced alveolar stop /d/.

/Y [Ej _ [j,:.:)r] 'curse’

/t/  [+1  [tor] only"

/Y (4] CQDKQ:J!E( 'handicapped’
/&/  [d]  [dokdoy "big mouth'

' The alveolar /1/ [t] and the dental /d/ [d] are both
rare, only occurring in words which are not in frequent use.
This is the reason they were not found earlier, Since the
dental is the most common of the two voiceless stops, 1t
nas been symbolized as /t/ in this book. The alveolar [t.J
is symbolized here as /T/t however, it is so rare that
1t does not cceur elsewhere in .this book. Apparently the
dental-alveolar stbp system is in transition, leaving an
unbalanced systém in which the voiceless dental and volced .
alveolar stops are common but the voiceless alveolar and
voiced-denfal_stops are rare., ¥

# In Murle orthography.the dental [g:] and [ﬁ] are SymMe
bolized as dh and th in order to conform with other Sudan-
ese languages,
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 Addendem 2
A Vowel Harmony Reflex

The high front vowel /i/ usually pulls-preéeding-weék
vowels upward as the other high vowels /vy e/, ahd /o
always do (see Chapter 2, Section 2,1}, HoWeyer, there are
many cases in which the same vowel /i/ appears to have the
opposite effect, that is, lowering preceding weak vowels,

"My hypothesis is that historically there were two /i/
phonemes. One was articulated with advanced tongue root
(+ATR) and thus pulled preceding weak wvowels upward. The
other was articulated with retracted tongue root (+RTR)
and caused a lowering of preceding weak vowels (cf. Pike,
1967) :
It is no longer possible to prediet phonologically .
whether /i/ will raise or lower preceding weak vowels,
However, its raising or lowering can be determined within
lexical groupings., For example the /-i/ suffix which func-
tions as a person marker in verbs pulls preceding weak
vowels upward. (i.e. historically it was a (+ATR)*phoneme.)

| nyok : a~-nyug-1.
*close’ ‘'you close'

The /<i/ suffix which functloris as case marker with
nouns lowers preceding weak vowsls. {i.e., historically it
was a (+RTR) phoneme.)

otok 2tog-i
*mouth’ *mouth' (nom)

A complete listing of morphemes which lower preceding
weak vowels must awalt further analysis.
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Addendum 3

From 'Mode' to ‘Aspect’

The word 'mode’ was used in this book to refer to the
three main sets of verb forms. (See Chapter 5.) These have
been called the imperfect, perfect, and subjunctive modés
Other suffixes such as directlonal -passive, and reciprocal
have been referred to as asPects (ef. Tucker and Bryan, 1966),

Further study has shown that the word.fmode! should
'be changed to ‘aspect'. So Murle would then have ‘three
aspectst imperfect, perfect, and subordinate. (Subordlnate
aspect is a more accurate description of the thlrd set
than the former term 'subjunctive'.) The other set of suf=-
fixes could be relabeled 'voice'. i.e. passive, reciproecal,
and directional voice, However, note in Addendum &4 below
that the latter fit even better into a different system of
transitivity types occurring with the imperfect, perfect
and subordinate aspects,
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Addendum 4
The Transitivity System

The Directional as handlesd in Chapter 5 of this baok
is only one of several forms (see Section 3.4), - I have now
added two more suffixes which were omltted in earlier mat-
erial because of their rarity.

' However, a deeper look at how these suffixes are used
sheds a great deal of light on: the entire Murle clause sys-
tem. The following is a short description on another met-
hod of handling the Murle verb. - It focuses on transitivity
types which handle the directional, passive, and reciprocal
volces in a balanced system.

The insight for this explanation 13 taken from a chart
on clause-root types found in Pike and Pike (19771146).
There are 9 nuclear clause types in Murle as shown in the
chart below. Types 2,3,5,6,8, and 9 include the original
*directional wvoice'. 'Types 7-9 cover the original 'passive
voice', 'Type 1b covers the original 'reciprocal voice’

Transitivi@z;h;ﬁﬁxh;Hﬁh
4—A¢tor - —Actdr
1 + Undergoser . 4 -;Undergoér 7. +Undergoer
a,(transitive)} (intransitive) {receptive)

b.{reciprocal) ‘
2 +Bistransitive 5 + Bi-intransitive 8 +Bi-receptive

3 +Tri-transitive 6 +Tri-intrans 9 +Tri-receptive

Ta more fully explain this chart, I have built up a
syntactic paradlﬁm for the transitivity set using as few
variables as possible for ease of understanding. For each
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clause tjpé -numbered on the chart there. is a clause formula
and an example from Murle. (S/A stands for sub,]ect—as-actor
and S/U for subgect-as-undergoer )

l.,a, Transitive-

Trans = +Tr verb stem +S/A +0

v 3 0

Ajuk eet=-i dila.
throws man . spear

'The man throws a spear.’'
l.b. Reciprocal
Rec = +Tr verb stem + -5 +P1 S/A and U

v S

Adan-o 21,
argue men

'The men argue back and forth with each other.’

The sﬁbject of a2 reciprocal clause must always be
plurals The reciproecal suffix /-o/ on a transitive verb .
stem indicates that the participants filling the subject
of the clause function 2s both actors and undergoers of the‘
action.*

2s Bi-~tranzitive

Bi-trans = + Tr verb stem +-ek +S/A+0 +Dir or Ben

* The /=3/ suffix can also occur .on certain verd stems to

]

indicate multiple actors functioning together, but this is
not yet clear, ' | ' ' '
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Y S 0 - Dir

Ajuk-ek eet~1 dila 1iil..
Throws to man . spear . river

'The man throws the spear into the river.®

Whenever the /-ek/ suffix occurs on a verb stem, there
must be 2 noun in the direction or beneficiary slot., When
the noun in the direction or beneficiary slot is inanimate
i, is generally directional. If the noun is animate it can
be either direction or beneficiary. It must be understood
from context and can be ambiguous.® : ' '

Note that /-ek/ performs the same function in bi~trans-
itive clauses as /-onek/ performs in bi-intransitive and
bi-receptive ¢lauses (see types 5 and 8 below).

3. Tri-trangitive
Tri-tr=+Tr verb stem+ -gke +S/A +0 +Dir +Ben

v s - 0  Dir _ Ben

Ajuk-gke eet-1  dila 1111 noono,
throws to/for man spear ' river him

"The man throws the spear into the river for him,’

The /-cke/ suffix indicates that both the direction
and beneficiary slots are filled, In addition to the éx-
ample descr ibed above, the direction or beheficiary can
occur in focus position preceding the objzct.,

# The /¥X/ in the suffix /-el/ is weak and will drop out:
when followed by another suffix, e.g. kajuki +-ek —>

kajukei 'I throw to'. (See Chapter 2, Section 3.2.)

"
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\'s s Ben 0 ~ Dir

Ajuk-gke eet-i noono dila  1iil,
throws to/for man  him spear river

‘The man throws the spear for him into the river,’

4, Intransitive

Intr = +Intr verb stem + S/A

[

_ vV 3
Adokony get=i,

runs - man
'The man runs.,'

5¢ Bi-intransitive
Bi-int = + Intr verb stem + -onek +S/A +Dir +Ben

v s Dir

Adokony-onek get=i 1iil1,
runs to man river

"The man runs to the river,' -

Note that the /wonek/ suffix performs the same func-
tion, i.e. signalling direction or beneficiary, in bi-intran-
sitive clauses as /-ek/ performs on bi-transitive clauses. -

/~onek/ is used only with imperfect aspect. It is re-
placed by /-ozek/ in the perfect and subordinate azpects.*

# There is an /-~5/ intransitiviser {see Chapter 5,Section 3.7)
which could be the same /o/ as in the first part of the
/~onek/ suffix., In such case it would have been raised from .
/3/ to /o/ in the environment of /-ék/. (See Chapter 2,Sec~
tion 2.3)., /n/ would then function to separate the vowels,
{See Chapter 2,Section 6.5). However; this. is still spe-
culation and needs more evidence, A -
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6. Tri-intransitive
Tri-in= +Intr verb stem + -oneke + S/A +Dir +Ben

' s Dir " Ben

Adckony-oneke eet-i 1iil naoNgd.:
runs to/for man river him

'The man runs to the river foy him.'
e Receptive
Recep =+ Tr verb stem + «g¢ + 5/U

vy S

Ajuk-g eet-i,
is thrown man

'The man is thrown.'
This construction 1s called 'passive' in Chapter 5.
The subject of the clause is not the actor but the undergoer
of the action., The verb must be transitive even though
the object slot is absent. The actor‘is unknown or unstated.
8. Bi-receptive

Bi-red =.+Tr verb stem + -onek +3/U +Tir obBen

v 3 Dir

A juk-ohsXk get-i 1iil.
is throvm into man river

‘The man is thrown into the river.'

As stated for bi-intransitive clause type 5 above,
/=cnek/ performs the same function in bi-receptive clauses
as /~ek/ performs in bi-transitive clauses. '
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94 Tri-receptive
Tri-rec=+Tr verb stem + -oneke + s/U +Dir +Ben.

v s Dir - Ben

A juk-oneke eet-i 1iil1 noonse
is throvm to/for man river him

'The man is thrown into the river for him,’'
"

Putting the Murle verbs into this transitivity chart

helps explain what I once thought of as problem areas.  All
the various voice suffixes can be easier explained in terms

of transitivity clause types. What remains in the Murle
- verb system is three verb aspects: inperfect, perfect, and
subordinate, These aspegts can function with all transi-
tivity clause types. |
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