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AUTHOR'S NOTE

Malagasy is the language of the Malagasy Republic (Madagascar) and
shares, with French, the status of official language of that island,
which is situated in the Indian Ocean off the southeast coast of
Africa. The Malagasy Republic was proclaimed in 1958 and became
officially independent of its former French rule on June 26, 1960.
The dialect of the capital, Tananarive, and of the central plateau
region is Merina. The regional dialects are said to be largely
mutually intelligible with Merina. Malagasy is related to the
Indonesian languages of the Southwest Pacific. However, closer
specification of its historic.l source has not been agreed upon.
(See Dahl, Otto C. Malgache et manjaan. Oslo: Egede Instituttet,
1951, for a listing of the studies on the position of Malagasy in the
Malayo-Polynesian language family.)

The present study was conducted in Washington, D.C. The principal
informants, Jacky Radifera and Mireille Razafindrazaka, are native
speakers of Merina who are presently studying in the United States.
Several other speakers of Merina contributed varying amounts of

time to the project. All of the spezkers who cooperated in this work
were fluent speakers of French which in most cases had been their
primary language of instruction in Madagascar.

The continual assistance and interest of the principal informants and
of the other Malagasy speakers is gratefully acknowledged. The Publi-
cations Section of the Center for Applied Linguistics and especially
Mr. John Hammer, Editorial Assistant, and Mrs. Peggy Moffett, Publi-
cations Clerk, deserve special thanks for their help in the preparation
of the manuscript. I particularly wish to thank Dr. William W. Gage
of the Center staff who read and provided most helpful criticism of the
entire manuscript.
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1.0 Phonemes The phonemes of Malagasy.

1.1 Ségmental phonemes
1.11 Vocalic

Back

Front Central
High B i u
Mid e o
Low a
1.12 Consonantal

Labial Dento-Alveolar Alveolar

nasality m n
stopping P t %)
voice-stopping b d
nasality-stepping 4§ t
nasality-voice-stopping b d
friction £ s
voice~friction v z
stopping-friction ts tr
voice-stopping=-friction dz dr
nasality-stopping-friction ts tr
nasality-voice-stopping-friction dz dr
Resonant 1 r

1.2 Prosodic phonemes

Accentual: ‘’(heavy stress)
Junctural:

Internal .

External .« 5 3

Contour modifying

*(weak stress)

Pitches: 1 2 3 (from low to high)

Emphatics: ! ? ??

(3)
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2.0 Larger units

el

2.1 Stresg grdups
The segmenﬁal phonemes occur in sequences called stress groups, which contain
one heavy stress, with or without weak stresses, and which are delimited by

a pause, actual or potential.

2.11 Stress groups and stress distributions

The position of heavy stress in a stress group is not predictable.

E.l1 tsisitdnana 'no hands' "

E.2 tslsitanédna 'no country'

A weak stress usually occurs on alternate vowels preceding the heavy stress,

but other distributions of weak stress may be found.

E.3 milalafdba ‘'polite'

E.4 mipetrdha 'sit down'

2.12 Internal juncture

" The internal juncture /./ occurs between vowels within the stress group.

The phonetic characteristic of /./ is vowel hiatus. Vowel hiatus occurs
consistently between any two stressed vowels, but its occurrence is not rre-

dictable between a stressed and an unstressed vowel.

E.5 4.itra 'grass’

E.6  a.fritra 'stingy'
E.7 4iza 'where?'
E.8 u.{zi 'he says'

2.2 Contours

Stfess groups accompanied by pitch phonemes are called contours. In the contour
the highest pitch usually occurs at the position of the heavy stress. Other
pitch phonemes occur at the position of weak stress and as components of

external juncture. o

(4)
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2.21 Pitch

Pitch phonemes /1 2 3/ have allophones [1" 2" 3™] when occurring with heavy
stress. /3/ has an allophone [4] when occurring with heévy stress in the
emphatic contour /!/. (See E.14)

220 1 22 1
E.9 [lasfzi ] /1lisfzi / 'He's gone.'

23" 2 23 2
E.10 [1isfzi ] /lasfzi / 'Is he gone?'

2.22 External juncture

Patterns of pitch phonemes from the heavy stress to the eni of the contour are

subsumed under the external junctures.

/,/ 1indicates sustention of pitch from the pitch level of the heavy stress.
A slight terminal rise in ﬁitch is considered an optional, non-distinctive
characteristic of this juncture. A pause accompanies this juncture only
at the end of an utterance.

2 22
E.11 /vitanirdrd ,/ 'The work is finished.'

/;/ indicates fall in pitch from the pitch level of the heavy stress. The
fall does not reach the lowest level of phonemic pitch. A pause ac-
companies this junicture only at the end of an utterance.

2 23
E.12 /vitanirdrd ;/ 'The work is finished.'

/*/ 1indicates fall in pitch from the pitch level of the heavy stress. The
fall reaches the lowest level of phonemic pitch. A pause always ac-
companies this juncture, which signals the end of an utterance.

2 3
E.13 /3misfvi ./ 'At nine.'

2.23 Emphatic contours
Three types of modifications have been noted that affect the stress or pitch
distributions of the entire contour. An emphatic contour may be compared to

a contour lacking the emphatic modification.

(5)




[/'/ is written before a contour to indicate an over=-all upward shift in

the pitch levels of the contour.

2 3
E.14 /! tirendu ;/ 'You're late!''

3 4 2
[tarendu ]

and lacking the modification:

2 3
E.15 /tarendu ;/ 'You're late.'

/?/ 1is written before a contour to indicate a shift in the stress pattern.
Any ‘initial /*/ becomes /’/ and any final /‘/ beccmes /‘/. The higher

pitch is associated with the heavy (now relocanéd) stress.

2 3
E.16 [? tsiradetsdra ;/ 'Very, very beautiful!'’

3* 2 2
itsdradetsara ]

and lacking the modification:

2 3
E.17 /tsiradetsira ;/ 'Very beautiful.'

/?%/ is written before a con%our to indicate a shift in the stress pattern
in which /’/ becomes /*/ and a new /’/ is added to the last vowel of

the contour. High pitch accompanies the new heavy stress.

2 2
E.18 /?? 3misfvi ;/ 'At nine, did you say?'

2 232
[Amisivl ]
and lacking the modification:

2 2
E.19 /amisfivi ;/ ‘At nine.'

(6)



E.15, if modified by /??/ results in:

2 3 :
E.20 /?? térgnéu s/ 'You'rg late?’

2 232
[tarendd ]

3.0 Vowel allophones

3.1 Stressed vowels, i.e. vowels occurring with either heavy or weak stress,

have the following allophones:
/i/ high front unrounded vowel

E.21 [fi]lu 'needle'
/u/ high back rounded vowel

E.22 [fd]lu ‘'ten'
E.23 [mdi]di 'goes home'

/e/ higher-mid front unrounded vowel

E.24 [vé¥]ri 'lost'

/o/ mid Back rounded vowel, ranging from lower-mid to mid [o] ~ [A"]

E.25 [f£"]na 'always' 

An opticnal center;ng offglide may accompany the lower variant [073]
E.26 . [§ atral 'resembles’

lal/ low‘central unrounded vowel
E.27 '[vé]ri 'rice'

3.2 Unstressed vowel allophones
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3.21 Unstressed and following internal juncture, or /h/, vowel allophones are
lax and sometimes centralized:

/il (11 ~ [4] lower~high front ~ centralized unrounded vowel

E.28 [4-1]tra ‘'grass’

{

/u/ [U<]'~Ioﬁéf high back rounded vowel
E.29 [sé-u<]tra 'sigh'
/e/ [&] mid-front unrounded vowel
E.30 mi[ré’-e]tfa 'burns’
/a/ [a”] ~ [e] higher-low central ~ mid central unrounded vowel

"E.31 [tdé-a"]tra 'stairs'

E.32 [ma-f-3] 'thin'
. (/o/ is not noted in this position)
3.22 Unstressed, between a consonant and external juncture, /i u a/ are
- weakly articulated and often voiceiess; In this position, the vowel allo-
phone may be localized only in the release of the preceding consonant. " |
3.23 Unstressed, between consonants, excepting /h/, /i/ and /u/ have weakly
articulated, often voiceless allophones or allophones which may be localized
only in the release of the preceding ?pnsonant or as the quality of a syl-
labic consonant. Allophones described in 3.22 and 3.23 are indicated
phonetically by a subscript dot, e.g. [u]. -

2 3 2
E.33 [i] /kdrakarén[il], vdl(i] ./ 'Take care of the plants.'

2 3 _
E.34 [u] /sasdun[i], vil[u] ./ 'Wash"your_hair.'

2 2
E.35 [a] /ts[iltsfun[i], vdl[a] ./ 'Spend the money carefully.'

(8)
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E.36

E.37

[i]

[u]
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2 2

/kél[@]fén[§] ./ 'just a little’

2 2

/ran[u]féts[i] ./ 'white water'

3.24 Unstressed, contiguous to a stressed or unstressed vowel other than

/i/ or /u/, respect1ve1y, /i/ and /u/ have tense glide allophones [i] and
[u], respect1ve1y. : : A

E.38

E.39

E.40

E.41

E.42

E.43

E.44

/iv/
/Vi/

Juv/

/¥u/

/iv/
/uv/

/iv/

23
/nékél[i]éza ./ 'just a little'

2 3 .
/é[i]zanitséna 3/ 'Where's the market?'

2
/ab[uldrina ./ 'fixed'

2 2
/féﬁ@zé[g] »/ 'but, now...'

2
/lab[i]éra ./ ‘beer’

3
/[ulatrfnuna ;/ 'how much?’

2
/{ilan4[u] ./ 'you'

3.25 Unstressed, in absolute initial position before a consonant, /e/ and

/a/ have allophones similar to the stressed allophones, [e*] and [a],

reapectively. /i/ and /u/ have weakly articulated, weakly voiced allophones

[i] and [u], respectively. /o/ is not noted in this position.

E.45

- E.46

E.47

E.48

/li]tikatra ./ '"this'

/lulm4li ./ 'yesterday"'

/[alrivu ./ 'thousand’
2

/[e*]lrl ./ 'that'

3.3 Nasalization of vowels

All vowels have weak nasalization Preceding a nasal consonant. Heavy

nasalization of vowels may occur preceding nasalized consonants.

(9)
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3.4 Symbolization of vowel allophones

For subsequent reference, three sets of vowel allophones will be assigned
special cover symbols.
V1 = tense glide allophones of /i/ and /u/. |
V, = weak or voiceless allophones of /i/ gnd'/u/ between consonants.
V3 = weak or voiceless allophones of /i/, /u/, or /a/ following a
consonant and preceding external juncture.
4.0 Consonant allophones
4.1 Stops
4.11 Oral stops ‘
/p/ 1is .an unappiratédvvbiceless?bilabialvstop.

E.49 pap4i 'papaya'
/b/ 1is a voiced bilabial stop.
E.50 bab4i '(name of a mountain)'
/t/ is an unaspirated'voicelegs deqto-alveolar stop.
E.51 f4ti 'dead person'
/d/ 1is a voiced dento;alveolar stop.
E.52 f4di .'taboo'

.- <
/g/ is an unaspirated voiceless palato-velar stop with palatal offglide [kj].

E.53 alfka ‘'dog'
E.54 ikidtu '(boy's name)'

/k/ 1is an unaspirated voiceless velar stop.

E.55 maazupfka 'cloudy’
E.56 tlkutukd 'I like very much'

(10)
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Preceding /i/, /k/ has a slightly Palatalized stop allophone [k].

E.57 akipaka 'shoo away’

. /g/ 1is a voiced velar stop.

E.58 g4ga 'surpriéed'

Following /1/ -Ig/ has a palato-velar stop allophone followed by a palatal
offglide [g;]

E.59 migdka 'swallows

The lack of parallelism in the distribution of the palatal variants of
/s/, /k/, and /g/ may represent a relatively new development in the language.

Otto Dahl (1953) interprets the palato~velar stop with offglide [k1] as the

allophone of /k/ fOllOWlng /i/, and the velar stop /k/ following /i/ as
actually following a sequeace /ia/ in which the /a/ has been reduced to
voicelessness. Thus Dahl would phonemicize E.46 as /alfka/ and E.48 as
/tlakutukd/. No instance of velar [g] following /i/ has been noted in the
speech of the present informants.

4.12 Nasal stops

/m/ 1ia a nasal bilabial stop.

E.60 mémi‘ 'sweet'

Following pausé and preceding a sequence,vzc, a syllébic allophone [fq]
may represent both /m/ and the following v,.

E.61 [?]sdtra 'thanks’ (V2 = [i/, See Sec. 4.52)
E.62 [q]sé 'Mr.' (V2 = fu/, See Sec. 4.53)

(11)




/n/ is a nasla dento-zlveolar stop.

E.63 ananandi ‘what-we~possess'

2C, or in the environment VZ--

Vﬁ’ a syllabic allophone [?] may represent both /n/ and the following V

Following pause and preceding a sequence V
2.

E.64 [?]tadiévini 'was~-looked-for-by-him' (V2 = [i/, See Sec. 4.52)
E.65 [glréisigu 'was-received-by-me" (V2 = [u/, See Sec. 4.53)

Nasalized stops
is a nasalized voiceless bilabial stop, either [mp], a voiceless
bilabial stop with short homorganic nasal onset; or, less frequently,

a voiceless bilabial stop following any heavily nasalized vowel.

E.66 [amplita 'across from' or

E.67 [aplita 'across from'

is a naszalized voiced bilabial stop, either [mb]. a voiced bilabial

stop with homorganic nasal onset of longer duration than the oral

portion of the stop; or, [Wbl, a voiced bilabial stop following

any heavily nasalized vowel.

E.68 man[d b]uka 'begins' or
E.69 man[db]uka 'begins’

1s a nasalized voiceless dento-alveolar stop, either [nt], a voice-
less dento-alveolar stop with short homorganic nasal onset; or [Vt],

a voiceless dento-alveolar stop following any heavily nasalized vowel.

E.70 [ant]énana 'in the hand' or
- E.71 [3t]4nana 'in the hand'

is a nasalized voiced dento-alveolar stop, either [nd]; in which
the nasal onset is of longer duration than the oral portion of the
stop; or [Vd], a voiced dento-alveolar stop following any heavily

nasalized vowel.

12)




E.?2 [a"dl4lana 'on the way' or
E.73 [&d]4lana ‘on the way'

is a nasalized voiceless velar stop, either [Qk] or [Vk], a voice-

less velar stop following any heavily nasalized vowel.

E.7 [a%kIfzi  'child' or
E.75 [&k]fzi 'e¢hild!

Following /i/, [k/ has a palato-velar allophone with palatal offglide

i
(",
<
E.76 t&n[ink i]étsa 'field for transplanting rice'

/§/ 1is a nasalized voiced velar stop, either [gg], in which ‘the nasal

onset is of longer duration than the oral portion of the stop; or

[Vg], a voiced velar stop following any heavily nasalized vowel.

E.77 a[gg]ésa 'maybe '

i
1

Following /1/ /&/ has a palato-velar allophone with palatal offglide [p<n]
E.78 4i[’st]ana 'fast'

No example of a redistribution of /k/ allophones parallel to that of /k/
and /k/ is noted in the corpus.

4.14 Oral-nasal-nasalized stop contrasts

Further examples are provided to illustrate the stops in the labial series.

E.79 [/§/ : ranupiri 'sugar c--e juice'
E.80 /b/ tinib4ri 'rice field'

E.81 /nib/ rénibé 'grandmother’

E.82 /b/ b4 '(polite particle)’
E.83 /mib/ ' mib4ta 'lifts and carries'
E.84 /nim/ tanimdci 'dead earth'
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4.2 Spirants

/f/ 1is a voiceless labio-dental spirant.
E.85 fdlu 'ten’

/v/ is-a voiced labio-dental spirant.
E.86 vdlu 'hair’

»

/8/ 1is a voiceless alveolar spirant, slightly grooved with spread lip

position
E.87 sisa | 'remainder’

/z/ is a voiced alveolar spirant, slightly grooved with spread lip position.
E.88 zfzu 'moans’

Following pause and preceding V,C, the syllabic allophones [f v s z]
2 ||$

represent /f v 5 z/ as well as the following v,-

/s/ E.89 [g]magézu 'and kasava' (V2 = [/i/, See Sec. 4.52)
/v/ E.90 [Y]lf ‘dishes' (V2 = [/i/, See Sec. 4.52)

/h/ is a weak glottal spirant, voiceless [h], or with slight voicing [R].

E.91 alah4di 'Sunday’
ala[h]l4di 'Sunday' or’
ala[A)4di 'Sunday'

For some speakers, intervocalic /h/ may be a glottal stop [?].
E.92 ala[?]4di 'Sunday'

Following /i/, /¥/ has a slightly voiced velar spirant allophone with
palatal offglide [7&].

E.93 fi[TE]Inana 'edibles'

(14)
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4.3 Affricates

. 4,31 Oral Affricates

/ts/ is a voiceless apica} dento-alvéolar affricate.
E.9% tséra ~ 'beautiful’
/dz/ i; a voiced apical dento-alveolar gffricate.
E.95 dziru 'light'
/tr/ is a voiceless blade alveolar affricate.
E.96 tré4nu 'house’
/dr/ is a voiced blade alveolar affricate.
E.97 dridradréidra 'lament’
4.32 Contrasts between affricates and CV2C
Further examples are provided to illustrate the affricates in contrast

with sequences of consonant-voiceless vowel-consonant.

The sequence /tis/ has a released palatalized /t/, [t], as a function of
Vys and /s/ is a grooved spirant [§].

/ts/ E.98 mi-atsédra 'can make beautiful'
/tis/ E.99 mitis4dsatra 'dead tired'

The sequence /tir/ has a released palatalized /t/, [g], as a function
of V2, and /r/ is a voiced trill,.

/tx/ E.100 matritra 'reaches'
/tir/ E.101 mitirdi 'dead (is) father'

4.33 Nasalized affricates
/ts/ is a nasalized voiceless apical-dento-alveolar affricate, with short

homorganic nasal onset [nts]; or [Vts], a voiceless apical dento-

(15)
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alveolar affricate following any heavily nasalized vowel.

e E.102 £4["tslika 'nail' or
f[éts]ika 'nail'

/az/ is a nasalized voiced apical dento-alveolar affricate, with longer
homorganic nasal onset [ndz]; or [Vdz], a voiced apical dento-~alveolar

affricate following any heavily nasalized vowel.

E.103 a[ndz]éra 'part' or
[ddz]4ra 'part’
/Er/ isia nasalized voiceless blade alveolar affricate, [ntr]; or [§tr],
a voiceless blade alveolar affricate following any heavily nasalized

vowel.

E.104 ma-é[ntr]a 'poor’ or

ma- [4trla 'poor’

/5:/ is a nasalized voiced blade alveolar affricate with longer homorganic
nasal onset, [ndr]: or [Vdr], a voiced blade alveolar affricate

following any heavily nasalized vowel.

E.105 ma[ dr]4i 'takes' or
m[&dr]4i 'takes'

4.34 Affricate-nasalized affricate contrasts
Additional examples are pfovided to illustrate the nasalized affricates

in contrast with non-nasalized affricates and the sequence /n/-voiceless

vowel-affricate.
/ts/ E.106 migatsfka "cold'
[ts/ E.107 f4tsika 'nail’
/nitr/ E.108 l4nitra 'sky'
/tr/ E.109 ma-4tra 'poor’
ig /tr/ E.110 piénatra 'student’ i

(16)
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Resonants

/1/ is a voiced dento-alveolar lateral
E.111 14pa ~ 'palace'

/r/ is a voiced tongue~tip trill with contact in the alveolar region.

The trill may vary from a single flap to four or five contacts.

E.1lZ r3pardpa 'gropes’

4.5 Systematic sets of cdnsonant allophones before V. and V3
. &
4.51 Aspirated release
All consonants occurring in voiceless-voiced pairs have voiceless aspirated

release in the environment --V3.

/k/ E.113 tépu[k «u] 'sir!
/g/ E.114 gé[gg‘gl 'surprised’
/tx/ E.115 l4ni[tr<a] 'sky'
/b/  E.116 db[bP ‘u] 'small pond’

In the environment --VZC, voiceless aspirated release of these consonants

preceding Va is audible if C is either a voiceless oral stop or affricate.

/z k t/ E.117 [éz?‘uk‘ut‘ukﬁ] 'I understand indeed.'
/b/ E.118 [manﬁmby‘gk‘§] ~ 'begins’
/d/ E.119 [migg‘étr‘gl 'comes in'

In the environments --VZC and --V3, /r/ and /1/ may have voiceless, option-

ally aspirated, allophones [r], [1] or [r¢], [1+].

/t/ E.120 [gatd;‘gk‘g] 'I'11 show'
/1/ E.l21 [sasaupivdl w] 'Wash your Lair!'

(17)
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4.52 Palatalization .
All consonants except /h/ are slightly palatalized [¢] before V;. Vz,
or V, allophones of /i/.

3
/n/ V3 E.122 [rég@] : 'mother’
/b/ V, E.123 [ﬁmyb‘él 'cattle’
/v/ V3 E.124 [sigy‘il 'nine'
v/ V1 E.125 [éyiét‘g] 'from here'
/p/ Vv, E.126 [pidnatr‘a] 'student'
/d/ v, E.127 [shqg‘ité] ‘or tea'
/ £/ V2 E.128 [maf‘;ﬁé;‘@tr‘§] 'nice’
/x/

4.53 Labialization
All consonants except /h/ may show weak labialization [Cc°] before Vl,'

VZ’ and V, allophones of /u/.

3
/g/ V2 E.129 [;ﬁggg‘:gtr‘gl 'footstep'
/dr/ V2 E.130 [mhndr:'gsd] 'come in'
/1/ V3 E.131 [da‘d} u] 'all' ,
/k/ V1 E.132 [éiaﬁoglqg‘§] 'I hate him.' '
/n/ V2 E.133 [r&n°3bosé§‘§] 'orange juice'
/dz/ V3 E.134 [kédz'z‘°9] 'suddenly’
/v/ Vz, V, E.135 [mth‘°umévY‘°u] 'rather yellow'

3 * .

5.0 Syllables

Syllables consist of a simple vowel (V) or of a complex vowel, (V1V or

VVI), with or without an initial consonant (C).

Although the devoicing of unstressed vowels may result, phonetically,
in consonant clusters or in final consonants, the phonemic presence of
these vowels has been assumed in statements of distribution.

6.0 Distribution of segmental phonemes

6.1 Vowels

All stressed vowels occur in stress group initial, medial, and final pos-
itions. All unsiressed vowels except /o/ occur in stress group initial

(18)
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position. All unstressed vowels occur in stress group medial position.
Only / iu a/ occur unstressed in stress group final position.

6.12 Vowel sequences within stress groups

No sequerices of identical vowels occur. The following sequences of vowels

have been noted. Only the sequence stressed /a/ followed by /i/ functions

as a stable diphthong, i.e. a sequence of vowels that retains the stress

pattern VV1 rather than becoming V.V under conditions of suffixlng stem

formacion. .
w, vvly v,V vl\’/v1 WAL
4i aid i4 . idi auéi
4u ud udi eudu
di id |
{u uf
éi ié
éu , ué
i6

6.2 Consonants

All consonants may occur in stress group medial position. All consonants
except the voiceless nasalized consonants may occur in stress group initial
position. However /h/ does not occur initially for the majority of infor-
mants, and only rarely medially for the same informants. /[k/ is rare in
all positions for the majority of informahts, Consonant clusters and

final consonants are generally not permitted. However; some loan words

of French and English origin have been noted with the following conso-

nant clusters /gl/ /aglisi/ 'English', /fr/ /frats4i/ 'French'.

(19)
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0. Words in Malagasy are free forms composed of one or more morphemes,

1 Words are either independent words, that is,

accompanied by word stress.
they may occupy subject or predicate position in a sentence; or satellite

words, that is, words which may not occupy subject or predicate position.

0.1 Phonologically conditioned morphophonemics are those changes in the

established shape of morphemes contingent on the phonological environment
and not restricted to any class or group of morpnemes. The speed of speech

is closely correlaged with the selection of phonologically conditioned

T

alternates. There &% of course, a continuum ranging from slow deliberate
speech to rapid conversational speech. 1In the following statements, ‘if
an alternate is assigned to conversational sty 2, it is implied that that
alternate shows a tendency to occur in rapid conversation, rather than in
slow deliberate speech. Since alternates which tend to ocecur in slow
deliberate speech are cited less frequently in the following sections,
only these will be marked, e.g. d/ / = deliberate. Conversational style

will not be marked.

0.11 Phonologically conditioned alternates are the following.2
(a) Identical vowels are simplified to a single vowel in words in
sequence, e.g., {ka}'?and' /ade/ 'go' = /kadé/; or within words,
e.g., {vidi-} 'sell' + {-iha} 'passive suffix' = /vidina/ 'sold';
or with loss of /./ in conversational style, e.g. d/md.ats4ra/
'can-make=-good' - /matséra/.

(b) Certain sequences of stressed3 vowel followed by unstressed /a/
or /i/ or by /;a/ or /.i/ have preferred alternates in stressed
vowel in conversational style. These are the following:

Yé.al = 16/  9/nalé.a/ - /nalé/  'gome-(to)

d/Ia/ - /1/ d/ma.Ia/ - /ma.f/ 'skinny'
d/4.i/ = /4/ d/14.4/ - /14/ 'boy*
d/da/ = /i/ d/tukda/ - /tukd/ 'very'
d/a.if - [/ d/12.ibé&/ - /12bé&/ 'large’

(22)
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(c) Facultatively unstressed sequences of /i/ + /a/ = /e/ between
words, e.g. d/éni 'there' + d/hmeriga/ 'America’ = /inemerfka/;
or within words, e.g. d/i.’méu/ 'you' - /end/.

(d) The phonetic diphthong d/éu = /o/ sporadically in conversational
style, e.g. d/iénéu/ 'you' =~ /ené/; d/izéu/ 'now' = /izé6/.

(e) Loss of /+/ in conversational style results in sporadic loss of
unstressed vowels, e.g. d/fa-éfani/ - [féfani/ 'quarter'. (And .
see (b) above.)

(f) The voiceless prenasalized consonants /§, t, t§, tr, k/ are
frequently replaced by /p, t, ts, tr, k/ respectively, in con-
versationalmstyle, e.g. d/aEavIa/ 'to-the-left' = /akav{/.

1.0 Word Composition

1.1 Simple words are monomorphemic free forms that do not enter into the
composition of complex words, e.g. d/sI/ 'and', d/vé/ 'question marker',

d/1'./ ‘definite pre-modifier’, d/m'./ 'definite pre-modifier'. Although

usually phonologically enclitic and frequently unstressed, these words

may occur free and with stress.

1.2 Roots may be free forms (root words) or bound roots. Bound roots
occur as the nucleus of complex words. Roots are of three types. Primary
roots are monomorphemic and most frequently bisyllabic. Secondary roots
may be analyzed as a primary root with (1) one of a set of nonproductive
prefixes®, e.g. {ku-} + {f4fa} - /kuf4fa/ 'broom'; (2) one of a set of
nonproductive infixes®, e.g. {-om-} + {t4ni} - /tom4ni/ 'tears'; (3)

doubling of a bound rooi, e.g. {t4ba} — /tibatiba/ 'noises’.

A third type of root, the extended root, terminates in root extensions
/ka/, /tra/, or /na/, and more rarely /ni/. The majority of these roots
are trisyllabic with antepenultimate stress. A few bisyllabic roots with
penultimate stress are also treated as extended roots. Extended roots
have combinatory forms lacking the root extensions or with modification
of the root extensions, e.g. free form, /z4naka/ 'child', combinatory
form I (zana) + /rald/ 'brother' - /zinadral4/ 'son of a brother';
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combinatory form II (zanak) + /Gluna/ 'human being' = /zinakdluna/ 'child

of a human being'.

1.21 M&rphophonemics of extended roots

Combinatory form II occurs with /ka, tra/ and /na/ or /ni/‘extended
roots before a following vowel-initial wdrd.

Combinatory form I occurs with /ka/ and /tra/ extended roots before
a following consonant-initial word. Initial consonants are modified as

follows (hereafter called 'ka, tra modifications'):

f- p 1 - d s = ts
v= b r = dr z = dz
H- &

Other consonants are not modified. .

Combinatory form I occurs with /na/ or /ni/ extended roots before a
following consonant initial word. Initial consonants are modified as. follows:
y d tr ) tr (rarely)

or g ) p (rarely ) ;
g )8 (rarely)
r .

by o ~
or b dr Y dr

t ) t (rarely t) s ~
ts ) ts (rarely ts)

or 5 ) k (farely k)
Z ) dz
dz
Other consonants are not modified. Since the modifications of initial
consonants listed under combinatory form I for /na/ extended roots are
fou&d under other conditions as well, these modifications will be subse-
quently referred to as 'n-modifications'. The conditions under which
the combinatory forms I, II and the ‘ka, tra modifications' occur are

'summarized in Sec. 11.2.

1.3 Complex words are composed of a nucleus, which may be a root or a

reduplicated root,’ plus inflectional or derivational affixes. Only one

class of complex words consistently adds the inflectional affixes, which are
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added to the outer layer of the derived word. The order of the principal

derivational affixes is represented schematically in Sec. 3.0.

i)
1.4 Compound words are composed of two or (rarely) three nuclei. The

nuclei may be two different roots, e.g. {réni} 'mother' + {vd-itra} 'hill' -
/rénivd-itra/ 'capital', or a éomplex word plus a root, e.g. {m-4nana} 'has' +
{v4di} 'spouse' - /minab4di/ 'is married’. Some compound words are subject
to inflection, e.g. {m-dna-b4di-} + {-a} 'imperative suffix’' - /manabadt/
'getQmarried!'

The compound words often resemble phrases in construction and are
frequently similar to phrases in that both phrases and compound words

share the same combinatory modifications.

r :

2.0 The stem is the form of the nucleus to which inflectional or deriva-
tional affixes are added. Stems may be characterized by the word class
membership that results from affixation, e.g. 'an active verb stem'.

- Usually two, rarely three, stem types are formed from a root. The
two are called the prefixing stem and the suffixing stem. If a third
stem is formed, the suffixing stem has both a long and short form.

2.1 The prefixing stem is the form of the stem to which prefixes are

added (in the absence of suffixes). The position of stress of the prefix-
ing stem is the same as that of the nucleus. The shape of the prefixing
stem is the same as that of the nucleus except for modifications contin-

gent on the nasalizing prefix or for ka, tra or DN~ modifications.

2.11 Morphophonemics of stems with the 'nasalizing' prefix {aN-}
After the verbal prefix {aN-}, or any prefix complex terminating

in this prefix, prefixing stems undergo the following modifications:

(a) 1Initial consonants /p, f, v/ and sometimes /b/ are replaced by /m/:
{m-aN-} + {-pétraka} = /mamétraka/ 'places’'
+ {-fénu} - /maménu/ 'fills'
+ {~vdki} - /mam4ki/ 'breaks'
+ {-blsiblsika} - /mambisibisika/ 'eats-hurriedly'
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(8)

/s, t, ts, k, H/ are replaced by /n/:

{m-aN-} + {-s4sa} = /mandsa/ " 'washes'
' + {-téri} ~ /manéri/ 'tightens'
+ {-tsé§ana}~>/mané§ana/ 'erects'
+ {-kétsa} - /manétsa/ 'transplants-rice’

/1/ or /d/ is replaced by /d/:

{m-aN-} + {-1&.a} - /mad¢/ 'goes'
{m-aN-} + {-dfdi} - /madfdi/ 'operates'
-

/r/ is replaced by /dr/:

{m-aN-} + {-r4va} = /madrsva/ 'destroys'

/z/ or [/dz/ is replaced by /dz/:

{m-aN-} + {-zéi;ra] - /madz4ditra/ 'sews'

{m-aN-} + {-dzﬁsuna} -~ /madzdébuna/ 'grows-dark'

H or /g/ is replaced by /g/:°®

{m-aN-} + {-H4taka} = /wag4taka/ 'requests'

{m-aN-} + {-gfna} = /mag{na/ 'stays-silent'

/v/ and /b/ are sometimes replaced by /b/:

{m-aN-} + {-vd4li} - /mabé1i/ ~ 'plants’
-‘{m-aN-} + {-béraka} - /mabdraka/ 'unties'

2.2 The suffixing stem is the 6n1y form of ‘the stem to which suffixes

may be added. A suffixing stem may, however, also add prefixes.« Suffix-

ing stems are stressed on the last vowel before the suffix. Suffixing

stems will be described as derived from the root form by a number of

changes.9

(The fellowing list is not exhaustive, but represents the

principal types of suffixing stems.)

Type I. Stress change only. Monosyllabic stems do not undergo

stress change.

root form suffixing stem -
{réso} - {rosé-}
{vﬁa} C - {vué-}
{reé} - {ré)
(26)
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Type Il.a. Stress change and addition of consonantal stem formant

/v, z, 8, n/.

{t1-a} - {ti.4v-}
{fdra} - {fu-4z-}
{ £dnu} - {funds-}
{16-a} - {le+4n-}
{réi} . - {réis-}

/4i/ is e dipnthong, thus {r4i} is a monosyllabic stem and may not

undergo stress change.

Type II.b. Stress change with addition of consonantal stem formant
and change of root final vowel: /i/ = /&/, [i/ =~ /4], /4u/ = /6/.

{4ni} -  {anés-}
{4dri} -  {adris-}
{1al4u} - {lalév-}
{t4u} - {tév-}

Type III. Stress change with change of root final vowel: /i/ = /é/.

{dzéri} - {dzeré-}

{vdli} - {vuié-}
Type IV. Stress change with vowel and consonant stem formant /an/
or /av/.

{t4ail - {tadigv-}

{vtdi} -  {vidi4n-}

Type V includes all suffixing stems from underlying extended roots.
This type shares in common (1) stress change and (2) derivation
from combinatory form II of the extended root. Special consonant

and vowel changes are indicated under each sub-type of Type V.

Type V.a. Suffixing stems from /ka/ extended roots: /[k/ = H;
and /i/ - /id/, /6] - [ud/; oxr [/k/ = [£] less frequently.

(27)
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root form

(cbmbinatory
form II)
{pétrak-} -
{sfk-} -
{6k-] -~
{té'ak-} -

suffixing stem

{petriH-}
{si4H-}
{uéH-]
{te-4£-]

Type V.b. Suffixing stems from /tra/ extended roots: /tr/ - /t/;
and /6/ = /u*4/; or /tx/ = /t/ less frequently.

Type V.c.

{sdtr-} -
{énatr-} -
{t4-utr-} -
{16tr-} -
' "{rdvitr-} -

{s6r-}
{an4r-}
{ta~dr-}
{lu-4r-}
{ruvfc-}

Suffixing stems from /na/ extended roots; No ‘consonant

change; aud /i/ = /é/; or /n/ = /m/ less frequently.

{dzénun-} -

{fdrun-} b
{vfrin-} -
{4dran-} -
{1én-} -

{dzantn-}
{furidn-}
{verén-}
{adrém-}
{1ém-}

2.21 Morphophonemic alternations of vowels in roots and derived suffixing

stems are summarized below.

Root vowel

3.0 Derivational Affixes

(Stress changes alone are cmitted.)

Stressed vowel of suffixiggﬁstem

u*4

ud

é

i4 -
é

4

Many root§ are bound, that is, they occur only as the nucleus of
It is convenient to iist first of all the principal

complex words.

(28)
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derivational affixes that function as components of forms that will be
‘ assigned to word classes, on the basis of either inflectional or syntéctic
| criteria.
Derivational affixes-suffixes, prefixes, and prefix complexes- occur

in fixed positions relative to the stem. Following is a diagram of the

affix positions: \

+4+5+2+1 —} root +stem formant |— -1=PM

+ {Rr}

Derivational affixes of positions +4 and -1 are mutually exclusive
with the inflectional affixes. The symbol =PM indicates post-clitic
person marker position. Root + {R} is a reduplicated root formed from

a root word.

3.1 Suffix position -1 includes the following derivational suffixes:

." <11 {-ina} 'passive-adjectival'
/sutrdina/ ‘'drunk'
-12 {-ana} 'passive-adjectival'
/ana/ /lémana/ ‘'damp'’
/1avé-ané/ 'dug’
~ /na/  after stressed vowels:
| /dzeréna/ ‘'looked-at'
-13 {-ana} ‘relative-nominal’
| /ana/ /ilalévana/ ‘'play’
~ /na/ after stressed vowels:
/aduréna/ 'burn' |
~ /ina/ is a rare optional free variant of this morpheme, perhaps

on analogy with =11 {-ina}:

/adrustna/ or /adrusdina/ 'improve'

The ﬁorphemes -11, -12, -13 are treated as na root extentions
occurring in combinatory forms I and II. Thus, before the post=-clitic
' person mérkers these morphemes have, respectively, the allomorphs /i, a/
and /a/. The allomorph of =12 and -13 after stressed vowels, has the

(29)
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allomorph phonemic zero /¢/ before the post-clitic person markers:

3.2

-11 /sutrdiku/ 'drunk-by-mef
-12 /lav4-aku/ 'dug-by-me'
/dzeréku/ 'looked=-at=-by-me'

-13 /ilalévaku/ 'played~by-me'

Prefix position +1 includes the following derivational prefixes:

+11 {ra-} 'proper noun-formal'
_ /ra/ /radzéma/ ‘'Rajoana’
+12 {in-} 'multiplicative’

/inéfatra; 'four times'

This morpheme produces n-modifications in following stems: /félu/ 'ten'

/ipdlu/ 'ten times'

+13 {Ha-} 'nominal’
/a/ before consonants and []:
/abétsaka/ ‘'state of being many'
/¢/ before vowels: S
/énatra/ 'shame'
+14 {m-} 'adjectival’
/miika/ ‘'hurried’

The following forms, +15 to +17, are tentatively analyzed as prefixes:

+15 {i-} 'demonstrative'
/i/ /itf/ 'this'

+16 {e-} 'locative-~-seen'

| /e/ [étu/ 'her'

+17 {a-} 'locative-unseen'
/a/ /4tu/ ‘'here'

+18 {an-} 'prepositional’

/an/ before vowels
/uléna/ (bound root) /anuléna/ 'in-front-of'
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3.4

' This morpheme produces n-modifications in following stems, e.g. /trénu/‘

'house' /atrdnu/ 'at home' /fesdna/ 'tool’ /apesdna/ 'at the office’

Prefix position + 2 includes the following derivational prefixes:

+21 {an-} 'verbal' (usually transitive)
/an/ before vowel initial stems and unmodified prefixing stems:
{m-aN-asa} /mandsa/ 'invites'
" /a/ before modified prefixing stems (Sec. 2.11):
{m-aN-tsaBana} /manigana/ 'erects'
{m-aN-sasa} /mandsa/ ‘'washes'
+22 {ana-} 'verbal' (usually transitive)
/ana/
{m-ana-tsﬁtra} /manatsdtra/ ‘'makes- (hair)- straight'
{m-ana~futsi} /manafttsi/ ‘'makes-white'
{m-ana-m-aika} /manamdika/ ‘makes-hurry’
+23 {aka-} 'verbal'
d/aEa/ before /+/ (not noted before consonants):
{m-apif-aka-Hita} /mdpifaka‘fta/ ‘'make-(2) people-meet’
2/ak/ before vowels:

{m-aka-e-ri} /maker{/ 'goes-there'

+24 {i-} 'verbal' (usually intransitive)
/i/ |
{m-i-anatra} /midnatra/ ‘'studies'
+25 {a-} - 'verbal-passive'
/al
/atdu/ 'done'
+26 {a-} 'adjectival'’
/al

{m-a-zutua} /mazdtu/ ‘'industrious'

Prefix position +3 includes the following derivational prefixes:

+31 {ap-} 'verbal-causative'
ap/
{m-ap-aN-Hufa} /mapanifa/ 'rents-out'
{m-ap-i-adri) /mapiégri/ 'makes-wait"'

G
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+32 {if-} 'verbal-reciprocal’
/if/
 {m-if-aN-tau} /mifandu/ 'do-mutually’

And the two morpheme complexes:

+33 {apif-} =~ ‘'verbal, causative-reciprocal'
9apie/ |
{m-aﬁif-aN-H'alatra} /m3pifagdlatra/ ‘make-each-other-steal'
+34 {ifap-} 'verbal, reciprocal-causative'
d/ifaiS/ | _
{m-ifap-aN-sasal /mifapandsa/ 'mutﬁally-cause-to-wash'
+35 {vo-} 'adjectival-perfective' (indicates action recently cbmpleted):12
/vo/
{vo-tuga} /votdga/ 'just-arrived' |
+36 {tafaf} 'adjectival-perfective' (indicates action completed):
/tafa/ '

{tafa-vuri} /tafavdri/ 'assembled'
~ /taf/ before a vowel initial stem:
{tafa-iditra} /taffditra/ ‘'entered'

Prefix position +4 includes the following derivational prefixes:

+41 {f-} 'nominal' (abstract or instrumental nouns derived from verbs):
/£/ | S
{f-aN-vaki} /famdki/ 'ax'
{f-a-Ha-ratsi} /fa-ardtsi/ 'badness'
{f-i-tia} /fitt/ 'way-of-loving'
+42 {p-1 'nominal' (agent nouns derived from verbs):
/p/
- {p-i-anatra} /pidnatra/ ‘student'
{p-aﬁ-i-anatra} /papidnatra/ 'teacher'
+#3 {m-} 'active'
/m/

: {m=i-anatra} /midnatra/ 'studies'
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{m-} serves a dual function in marking active verbs, and marking
the present tense of active verbs and many adjectives. {m-} is

thus both derivational and inflectional and is replaced by both

derivational prefixes (+4l, +42) and inflectional prefixes of

tense; see Sec. 4.

4.0 The Verb: Inflection
The verb is the only major form class defined by inflection. The

- verb is defined by inflection for the imperative. Two major voices of

]

verbs are defined by the imperative suffixes: (1) active verbs and (2)

passive-relative verbs.

4.1 Active verbs: Imperative

Active verb stems add the imperative suffix {-a} directly to the

suffixing stem.

{-a}

/¢/ after stems termipating in /é/:
{m-i-dzere-} + {-a}) /midéeré/ 'look-at'
~ [a/ elsewhere:
{m-aN-fu*az-} + {-a} /mamu-4za/ 'wake-gp (someone) !’

4.12 Active verbs: Types
The major types of active verbs are listed below according to the

morphological composition of tie Zerivational prefixes. All examples

are present tense indicative.

Root. Verb
[4vi/ 'comes'

3

Prefixed verbs

+43 {m-iditra} ' /mfditra/

{m-a-turi} [/matdri/
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+43+421 {m-aN-tau} /mandu/

‘ +43+22 {m-ana-tsara}_ /manatséra/
+43423+17 {m-aka-a-ti} /makati/
#3426 {m-i-adri) /middri/
+43+4+24+18 {m-i-an-tsena} /metséna/
+43+31+26 {m-aﬁea-ta'utra} /mapat4-utra/
+43+31+21 {m-ap-aN-Hufa} /mapanidfa/
+43+4+31424 {m-aﬁ-i-se'u} /mapisé-u/
+43+32+421 {m-if-aN-tau} /mifandu/

oy +43+33+423 {m-apif-aka-Hita} /mipifaka-{ta/
+43+34421 {m-ifap-aN-sasa} /mifapandsa/
+43426+13 {m-a-Ha-afaka} /ma- 4faka/
+434+26+13+04 {m-a-Ha-m-ami} /ma-amdmi /

4.2 Passive and relative verbs: Imperative

'does'

'beautifies’

Ycomes-here'

'awaits'
'goes-to-market'
'makes-afraid'

'rents-out'

'makes-shown'

'do-mutually'

~ 'cause-to-see-mutually'’

'mutually-cause-to-wash'

'can-pass’

‘can-sweeten'

Passivé and relative verbs suffix the imperative suffix {-u} to the

‘ suffixing stem of the verb.
N (-u}

/i/ after stems from roots containing /u/ or /o/:

{rusu-} + {-u} /rusdi/ ‘'serve!''
/u/ elsewhere:
{dzere-} + {-u} /dzeréu/ 'look-at!'

4.21 Passive verbs: Types

Passive verbs are of two principal types: (1) prefixing passives

and (2) suffixing passives. All examples are present tense indicative.

’Prefixing passives

- +25 {a-verina} /avérina/ 'returned'

{a-petraka} /apétraka/ ‘'placed'

Suffixing passives

' =11 {duru-ina} /durdina/ 'burned'
-12 {lem-ana} /lémana/ ‘'damp’
{anar-ana} /[lanairana/ 'learned’
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4.22 Relative verbs: Types
Relative verbs are formed with the suffixing stem of an active
verb, without the active verb prefix +43, by the addition of suffix -13.

All examples are present tense indicative.

-13 {aN-H'ataH-ana} /agatdna/ 'ask"
(active verb) /magdtaka/ ‘'asks'
{a*ita-ana} /a-itdna/ 'see’
/active verb) /ma-Lta/ 'sees'
{i-tuara-ané} /itudréna/ 'bring'

~ (active verb) /mitddra/ 'brings'

{ap-a-ta-ur-ana} /ipata.drana/ 'make-someone-afraid'

(active verb) /mapat4-utra/ 'makes-someone-afraid’

{ana-ratsi-ana} /anaratsina/ 'malign'

(active verb) /manardtsi/ ' 'maligns’

4.3 Tense inflection of verbs

Verbs are inflected for three tenses: present, past and future.

The tense morphemes share the position +4 with the derivational prefixes.

{m-}] 'present'
/m/ with active (prefixed) verbs

~ /¢/ with passive, relative, and root verbs

{n-} 'past’
/n/ with active (prefixed) verbs, relative verbs, and passive
verbs with vowel initial.
~ /nu/ with passive (suffixed) verbs with consonantal initial

~ /¢/ with root verbs

{Hu-} 'future'
/u/ with passive (suffixed) verbs and root verbs
~ [/¢/ with active (prefixed) verbs, relative verbs, and passive

(prefixed) verbs

(35)
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Summary of tense inflection:

Present {m-} Past {n-} Future {Hu-}

root verbs /4vi/ 'comes' Jévi/ [udvi/
active (prefixed) " /manfri/ 'grows' /nanfri/ [aniri/
passive (prefixed) /atdu/ ‘done’ /natdu/ /atdu/
passive (suffixed) "~ /asdina/ 'worked' /naséiha/ /uas4ina/
(vowel initial)

passive (suffixed) /vundina/ 'killed' /nuvundina/ /uvundina/
(consonant initial) |

relative ~ /itudréna/ 'bring' /nitudréna/ ' /itudréna/

5.0 Adjectives and Participles

A group of words share some-aspects of the morphological composition
of Qerbs as well as some inflectional characteristics. Although the group-
ing as such is based on the syntactic properties of the words, the group
will be described here because of their morphological relationship to the
verbs. The group is made up of adjectives, which are similar to active

.verbs, and participles, which are similar to passive verbs, and a few roots

of both types.

5.1 Adjectives
Some adjectives are inflected for the imperative with the meaning

'optative or hortative'. The imperative suffix is identical in form with
the active verb imperative {-a}. Adjectives are not inflected for. tense

when used as modifiers.

Types ' Imperative Tense
Root /tséra/ 'good’ [futsira/ (future)
/édri/ 'wise' /edré/
+04 {m-ami } /mémi/ 'sweet'
{m-ati} /méti/ 'dead' /matésa/
[m-earika} | /méarika/ 'deserving'




Form of

active verb

. Present
+43+26 {m-a-zutua} /mazdtu/ 'industrious' /mazutd/ Past
-7 Future

Present
+43+421 {m-aN-H'atsiEa} /magatsika/ 'cold' Past
: . Future

+43424 {m-i-adza} [/middza/ 'dignified' /medz4/ Present (only)

5.2 Participles

Participles are generally inflected only for future tense. No imperative

forms have been noted.

Iypes | Iense

Root , /1ta/ 'seen' Future
, ' [u-Lta/
[ t4paka/ 'cut' | Future
[/utipaka/
/vita/ 'finished' Juvita/
-11 {kiri-ina} /kirina/ "stubborn'
' | {vulu-ina} /vuldina/ 'hairy'
-12 {fere-ana} /feréna/ 'scarred' /uférena/
{bika-ana} /bikdna/ 'shapely'
+35 {vo-rai} /vordi/ 'received'
+36 {tafa-vuri} /tafaviri/ 'assembled' futafaviri/

6.0 Locatives

Locatives are a small group of words formed from a set of stems with
the prefixes + 16 and + 17. Along with the unanalyzed stem {4mina} 'for,
with' and {izé} 'where', these words are inflected for past tense by addi-
tion of a prefix {t-}. The future is formed with the verbal future prefix
{na-}, /u/. For example, /étu/ 'here' (present); /tétu/ 'here' (past);
[/uétu/ ‘here' (future).

The stems are ranked in two columns. Stems with prefix +16 indicate

a location unseen by the speaker. Stems with prefix +17 indicate a location

(37)




seen or recalled as seen by the speaker. The stems are ordered in the

columns accoxding to distance from the speaker, although for the last three "there

items the order may differ for different speakers.

{e-] +16 Stem {a-} +17

[eti/ {nti} [atlf "here' (very near)

[étu/ {-tu} /4tu/ 'here' (near) ‘

/éu/ {-u} [4u/ "there' (near)

/étsi/ {-tsi} [4tsi/ "there' (not fax)

/éni/ {-ni} [&ni/ 'theré' (far or vague)

[exri/ {-ru} [ard/ "there' (far)

[ert/ {-ri} [ari/ " 'there' (very far)
{-iza} [4iza/ 'where?*

7.0 Post-clitic Person-markers

The post-clitic person-markers (PM) occur with root words, or prefix- .

. ing or suffixing stems. When the PM occur with suffixing stems, the suffixes
-11, =12, -13 occur in non-final form. Within brackéts PM are preceded by

the symbol =, e.g. {Hfta} + {=ku} - /hftaku/ 'seen-by-me'. The PM bear stress,
except for lst sg. and 3rd person and imply reduction of stem primary stress

to secondary stress.

7.1 Allomorphs of PM

Alternates of PM include two sets of forms. Set & is added to stems

in vowel final and to extended roots in /na/. Set B is added to extended
roots in [ka/ and /tra/. The 2nd plural forms are bimorphemic, containing
an infixed morpheme {-ré-} (which also occurs with the demonstrative sub-

stitutes) which means 'plural’.

M Set A Example Set B
Ist sq. {=ku} [ku/ ~lu/

2nd sq. {=n4u} [ndu/ | ~[4u/
3rd sq. & pl. {=ni} /ni/ ~/ni/
lst pl. exclusive {=ndi} /ndi/ ~/4i/
1st pl. inclusive {=Es£§a} d/Esfga/ ~[tsika/ ~[tstka/
2nd plura. {=na-ré-u} /naféu/ ~/aréu/

(38) .
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7.12 Allomorphs of /ka/ /tra/ and /na/ extended roots before PM are as
‘ follows:
{lésunal 'lesson'
Combinatory form I (lésu) before Set A, e.g., [lésuku/ ‘'my-lesson'
{E4tatra} 'known' {z4naka} child ‘
Combinatory form II (fazatra) and (zanak) occur before Set B members
beginning with a vowel. Combinatory form I (faza) and (zana) occur be-
fore Set B members beginning with a‘consonant, €.8., /fézatru/ 'known=by-me '
/f4tani/ 'known-by-him'. "

8.0 Nouns
Nouns are a major word class which is not marked by inflection. NQphs
are defined by their potential cooccurrence with the PM in the relationsﬁ;p
'possessed noun', e.g. /z4naka/ 'child', /z4naku/ ‘my-child'. Nouns may “
be proper nouns if preceded by the definite pre-modifier /i/ or if prefixe&z
by the proper noun prefix +11, {ra-}. oOtherwise, nouns are common nouns.
A few bisyllabic nouns ending in /é/ or /4/ add /-a/ before the PM:
{kafé} 'coffee' + {=ku} — d/kafé’aku/{'my-coffee'; {paké]} 'package' +
{=nau} - d/paké-anéu/ 'your-package'.

8.1 Noun types

Root Noun
/vévi/ '(a) female'
/sdratra/ 'writing'

/4zu/ 'wood'

Derived Nouns

+11 {ra-} + {zaza-vavi} 'young'girl' - [razazav4vi/ 'bride’

Abstract nouns from adjectives: °

+13 {Ha-} + {betsaka} 'numerous' - /abéﬁsaka/ 'state of being numerous'
+13...-13 {ha-} + {betsaH-j 'numerous' + {-ana} - /abets4-ana/ 'quantity'
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Agent nouns from active verbs:
+42+24 {p-} + {m~i-anatra} 'studies' - /pidnatra/ 'student'
+42+31424 {p-} + {m-aﬁ-i-anétra} 'teaches' - /papiédnatra/ 'teacher'

+42+21 {p-} + {m-aN-vagl} 'visits' - /pamdgi/ 'visitor'

Abstract nouns from active verbs:

+414+24 {£-} + {m-i-tia} 'loves' - /fitf/ 'way-of-loving'
+41+21 {£-} + {m-aN-vaki} 'cuts' — /famdki/ 'ax'
+i1426 {f-} + {m-a-Hita} 'sees' - /fa.-fta/ '(things)-seen'

+41426+13 {f-} + {m-a-Ha-ratsi} 'makes bad' - /fa-ardtsi/ 'badness'
Abstract‘nouns from passive (prefixed) verbs:

+Hi14+25 {f-} + {a-le-a} 'gone' -'d/falé-anéi/ 'place~-gone-to-by-us'
Abstract nouns from relative verbs:

+41+4+21...-13 {£-} + raN-tov-ana} 'do! = /fandvana/ 'action, manner-of- d01ng
+41+4+26+13...-13 {£-1 + {a-Ha-afaH-ana} 'set free' - /fh aff-ana/ 'liberty'

9.0 Substitutes '
Several groups of words function as substitutes for nouns or noun

phrases. These are the personal pronouns and the demonstrative pronouns.
There are two kinds of personal pronouns: (1) independent pronouns; which
may replace nouns functioning as subjects, and (2) dependent pronouns, which
may‘replaée nouns functioning as complements. The same categories as those
of the PM are represented. The demonstrative pronouns are based on;the same

stems as the locatives and exhibit the same dimensions of distance from the

speaker.

9.1 Independent Personal Pronouns
The independent personal pronouns (IP) are made up of the demonstratlve

prefix {i-} +15 and the pronoun stems. The pronoun stems share a component

with the PM and are morphologically complex. The stems, however, are not

further analyzed.

(40)
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Prefix IP Stem
+15 {i-} /¢/ before | {4u} - - [/4u/ 'Ist sg.'
/i/ before {-zau} = [iz4u/ 'Lst sg.' (in initial subject
{-anau} - /iindu/ '2nd sg."' position)
{-zi} - [1zi/ '3rd (sg. and pl.)'
{-zai} = - [iz4i/ 'lst pl. exclusive'

{-tsiga} = [itsika/ 'lst pl. inclusive'
~ {-sika} - /isika/  (Same, rare) '

{-anareu} - /i%naréu/ '2nd pl.'

9.2 Dependent personal pronouns —

The dependent personal pronouns (DP) are morphologically complex.
All begin with /a/, and all but 1lst sg. share components with the IP and
PM. Several problems are invloved in the analysis of these forms, however,

and they will be presented here as unanalyzed words.

/4i/ 'Ist sg.' ' |
/andu/ '2nd sg.' :
/4zi/ - '3rd (sg. and pl.) :
/andi/ 'Ist pl. exclusive' F
g/aEsIEa/ 'lst pl. inclusivg' :
/anaréu/ '2nd pl.' :

9.3 Familiar;pronoun forms

In place of the formal or polite 2nd sg. IP and DP, several terms
may be used in familiar direct address. These are composed of the prefix

{i-} +15 or {ra-} +l1, and the following stems:

+15 {i-}
/il + {-ala} = /el4/ used between boys, classmates
+ {-letsi} = /ilétsi/ used in reply to person addressed as /eld/
+ {-se} = /isé/ used between boys, adult males (more formal than [eld/)
+ {-dri} - /idrf/ used between girls, classmates
+ {-kala} = /ikdla/ used between girls
+ {-retsi} = /irétsi/ used between adult females, (more formal than /idri/)

(41)
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+11 {ra-} /ra/ + {-ga} - /raga/ used between adult males or brothers

9.4 Demonstrative pronouns

The demonstrative pronouns are composed of the demonstrative prefix
{i-} #15, and “he locative stems. The demonstratives are ranked according
to distance from the speaker. However, some variation in ranking exists

from speaker to speaker for the last three demonstratives.

+15 {i-} + {-locative stems} - /itf/ 'this' (very near)
(/-tu/ not used) /i6/ 'that' (near)
/itsi/ 'that' (not far)
/Ini/  'that' (far or vague)
/ird/ 'that' (far)
/irf/ 'that' (very far)

The stems with final vowel stress may combine with a morpheme {-katra} to

form the following demonstratives, which may be used in place of the shorter

forms:
/itikatra/ "this'
/irdkatra/ "that'
/irfkatra/ "that'

9.41 Other demonstrative pronouns

Three morphemes may occur with the demonstratives forming (1) plurals
{-re-}, (2) unseens {-z4-}, and (3) seen but unknowns {-dn-}. Of these,
{-Un-} is an infix, occurring between the consonant and last vowel of the
locative stem. {-re-} and {-z4-}, which may be analyzed as bound roots,

occur between the demonstrative prefix {i-} +15 and the locative stem.

Demons trative (1) Plural {-re-} (2) Unseen {-z4-} (3) Unkiown {-tén-}
/itt/ © /iténi/

/itu/ (rot used) /[irétu/ (/ré/) [/iz4tu/ ‘

/iﬁ/ [iréu/ [iz4u/

/1tsi/ . /irétsi/ /izdtsi/
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/i{ni/

@ /ird/

lirl/

/iréni/ /iz4ni/
[irerd/ (~/re/)
[irerf/ (~/re/) /irdni/

The same forms are used as demonstrative adJectlves, precedlng and

following a noun, e.g., /1tz dluna itf/ 'thls person thls llzénl ‘

futéna iz4ni/ 'that time that', in which /dluna/ and /futéna/ are nouns.

10.0 Numbers

Numbers are grouped together primarily on the basis of semantic

criteria. Morphologically the cardinal numbers 1- 10, 100 and 1000 are

roots that uniformly function as stems with the derivational prefix {in-}

+12 'multiplicative' and form a complex word with the bound root {anaki-3

'number grouped as a unit', e. g. /anakitélu/ 'three together'. The cardinal

numbers, roots and others, also form ordinzil numbers with the prefix com-
plex {f-a-Ha-} +41426+13, e.g. /fi.afdlu/ 'tenth’.

10.1 The cardinal numbers {roots only) are:

[irdi/ ~[r4i/
/xé/
[télu/ -
[éfatra/
/dimi/
/énina/f
[/ £Ltu/
/v4lu/
[sivi/

. [/ £dlu/

| [z4tu/
[arivu/

N
'8! | : : -
llol

'100"

1000

Another form, /fsa/ 'one' composed of the demonstrative prefix {i-}

+15 and a stem {-sa}, may be used in place of /rdi/ in counting.

. . N N
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10.2 Non-root numbers

Other cardinal numbers (and ordinal numbers with prefix /fa-a/) are
either compound words or phrases composed of numbers and the connective
/dbi/ 'plus’. Preceding /4bi/, the number /rdi/ 'one' has the altefnate
/irdika/.

The numbers 20, 30,...90, and 200, 306,...900 may be considered com-
pound words with /fdlu/ '10' or /zatu/ '100' as the second element. A few
irregular modifications similar to n- modifications occur in both the first

and second elements of the compounds.

Compound words

4 rtpsle/ ~ Jrdpdlu/ 120" / €4+ artpdlu/ '20th’
/ t&lupdlu/ 30" etc.

[/&fapdlu/ '40'

/dimapilu/ '50!

/énipdlu/ '60'

/£1tupiliz/ '70'

/valupilu/ '80"'

/sivifdlu/ 90!

s rvadzatu) ~ Jrddzdtu/ 1200

/tgluazétu/ '300°'
/efadz4tu/ 1400
[dimadz4tu/ '500'
/enidzdtu/ '600°
/fituazétu/ : '700°
Jvaludz4tu/ 800"
/slvidz4tu/ 900"

110. Additional Morphophonemic Statements

11.1 Morphophonemics of {x}

{R} occurs with adjective, participle and verb roots with the meaning

'attenuation of root meaning’' or ‘repetition'. The first part of the
reduplication form bears secondary stress, the secong part bears primary

stress. Vowel final roots are doubled:

(44)
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{14fu} 'expensive' + {R} - /lifuldfu/ 'somewhat-expensive'
{ts4ra} 'nice' + {R} — /tsdratsdra/ 'rather-nice’

Extended roots occur in combinatory form I or II, depending on the initial

phoneme of the root, and with 'ka, tra and n-modifications':

{l4vitra} 'far' + {R} - /laviddvitra/ 'rather-far'
{m-i-résaka} 'talks’' + {R} — /mirdsadrésaka/ 'chats-for-a-little-while'
{m-i-H4tuna} 'hangs, stops' + {R} - /midtuk4tuna/ (with prefix +43+24)

In a few instances the entire active verb is reduplicated except that the

prefix +43 occurs only in the first part:

{m-aN-1é-a} 'goes' + {R} - d/maaé-aaé/ 'keeps-going, goes-repeatedly’
(with 443421 from the root {1é:a} 'go' s

11.2 Occurrence of 'ka, tra, and n-modifications'

'ka, tra and n-modifications' occur under the follow1ng conditions:
(a.) As a result of {R} (See examples in Sec. 11.1)
(b.) In compound words
{tdpaka} 'cut' + {Hévitra} 'thought' - /tipakévitra/ 'be-decided’
(c.) When the extended root is followed by any word in construction
with it and no juncture 1ntervenes, e.g.
{éfatra} 'four' and {14} 'boy' - /&fad4/ four boys'
{p-i-vdrutra} 'vendor' and {v4ri} 'rice' = /pivirubdri/ 'vendor-of-rice'
{mfnana} 'has' and {s4ina} 'intelligence' — /minatsdina/ 'has-intelligence’
(d.) When any word is the head of a possessiveé construction or an agent
construction, and a construction marker {n} 'n-link' occurs between
the head and the agent or possessive atcribute, ‘n-modifications' occur, e.g.
{n-aléfa} 'was sent' + {n} 'marker' and {rabé&} 'Rabe (name)' -

/naléfadrabé/ 'was sent by Rabe'

t should be noted that in the case of (c.) above,2E-modifications’may not
occur consistently for certain consonants. Especially /d/ [g/ /dr/ /dz/

[ts/ tend to remain unmodified under these conditions.




NOTES

'S
hd 1.

Word stress in Malagasy may‘be interpreted as stress superfixes.

For simplicity of notation, however, stress superfixes of words will
not be written separately. The convention is adopted of writing stress
on all phonemic notations of words. Stress is written on morphemes
cited in brackets only for those morphemes that are always stressed and
on citations which are not accompanied by a phonemic notation (only,

of course, if those morphemes bear stress).

{ ]} indicates a morpheme; — should be read 'results in'; + preceding

a form in { } or / / indicates addition of a following morpheme to the

pPreceding morpheme to form a word; + preceding a number indicates

a position class of prefixes; ~ should be read 'alternates with' pe
(and is used in referring to allomorphs only.) - indicates a point

of morpheme juncture and is used in Malagasy forms .u brackets only.

In English glosses - indicates that the translation corresponds to a

single morpholog1ca1 word in Malagasy.

By stressed vowel is meant a vowel bearing either primary or secondary

stress; the symbol v may indicate either /é/ or /a/.
Some other members of the set include /da, ki, ta, sa/.
Some other members of the set include /or, ar, in, on/.

H is a morphophonemic symbol indicating phonemic /+/ or zero that

alternates with /k/, (and with /n/ after the verbal prefix {aN-}).
Reduplicated roots are, unlike doubled secondary roots, made up of

a root plus a reduplicative morpheme {R} 'the meaning of the root to

a lesser degree'. The roots which occur with {R} are usually root words.
The morphophonemic symbol H' indicates a stem initial phonemic /-/

or’' zero which alternates with /g§/ after the verbal prefix {aN-}.

H alternates with /n/ in this environment, see Sec. 2.11.b above.

(46)
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10.

11. A stem initial consonant /m/ occurring only on

12.

13.

. PR o . Cr xS b e e < rw o
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The principal reasons for stating the relationship in thisg direction
are (1) the difficulty of predicting the position of root stress from
the position of stress of the suffixing stem in Type IV and (2) the

difficulty of predicting the root final consonant in Type V.

The root {vidi} is the underlying root of the short suffixing stem

(Type I) {vidf-}, and of the long suffixing stem (Type IV) {vidién-i.

may be interpreted as the morpheme +14, or as a part of the adjective
root. We will designate this initial consonant as +04 in order to
preserve the prefiiuﬁaéition order, only when the /m/ is preceded

by prefixes of order +1; otherwise, it is designated as +14.

{00-} sometimes has the meaning of -action performed by an agant, by

intention. {tafa-} lacks reference to an agent or intentional action,

but sometimes has the meaning 'an action forced by circumstance'.

This prefix complex {m-a-Ha-} forms verbs for which no imperative is

noted. These forms are nevertheless included as verbs for syntactic
reasons.

(47)
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1.0
2.0
2.1
2.11
2.2
2,21
2.22
2.23
3.0
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
4.0
4.1
4.11
4.12
4,13
4.2
4,21
4.3
4.31
4.32
4.33
4.4
4.41
4.42
4.43
4,44
4.45
5.0
5.1

Syntax

1]

Sentences !
Clauses |

Intrinsic properties of clauses
Clause types

Clauses in sequence

‘Dependent clauses

Relative clauses

Subjoined clauses

Expressions

Nominal expressions

Adjectival expressions

Verbal expressions

Functions of expressions

Adjuncts '

Clauses as subjects

Syntactic words and'constructions
Nominals

Endocentric nominal constructions
The directive construction

Noun and direct object complement
Adjectivals

Endocentric adjectival construction
Verbals

Endocentric verbal construction
The agent construction

The direct object complement construction
Additional constructions

The appositive construction

The intensive construction

The 'approximate' comstruction

The nominalization

/
4

The coordinate constructicn
Satellite woxds

Satellite modifiers
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5.11
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Definite pre-modifiers
Modal pre-modifiers
Post-modifiers
Parentheticals
Relational words
Coordinate relational words
Connectives

The relative /iz4i/
Nominalizers

Markers

Sample analysis
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C. Syntax

1.0 Sentences are utterances that are phonologically complete, i.e. bounded
] L4 - [} h - . L4

by terminal juncture, and grammatically independent, i.e. not in construction

with any other wtterance or utterance part. The sentence, in addition to its

intonation, is composed of a clause or a sequence of clauses.

2.0 (Clauses are full clauses, minor clauses or fragment clauses. Full clauses
are minimélly composed of a predicate (P) and a subject (S). Minor clauses

are minimally composed of a predicate. Fragment clauses are clauses that lack
a predicate. Fragment clauses are functionally responses (ahswers or comments)

or exclamations. These are briefly illustrated here and will not be further

described,l _ .
(responées) ié ” 'Yes'
tsfa 'No'
éni 4ri 'Yes, indeed.'
(exclamations) dréi 'Oh'
4i vé 'Oh, really?!’

2.1 Intrinsic properties of clauses include composition and order of clause

elements. The full clause is composed of P + S. The normal order has P as
clause initial element. If either a S or an adjunct occurs as clause initial,
the displaced P is usually preceded bf an order marker, /dfa/ or /nu/. §

(with the exception of a clause functioning as S) must‘be indicated as definite,
i.e. preceded by a definite pre-modifier, unless S is intrinsically definite,
i..e¢, a proaoun or a proper name. P may be definite or indefinite in an

equational clause, but in other types of clauses P is indefinite.

In general, clauses in sequence containing S in the first clause omit § in

subsequent clauses if the subject remains the same throughout the sequence.

2.11 Four clause types are distinguished on the .basis of the predicate-subject

relationship, which is determined by the composition of the predicate. The
types are (l) equational clause (2) descriptive clause (3) action clause
(4) existential clause. In the following examples the complete P is under-

lined twice (P), the complete S is underlined once (S). Clause adjuncts
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and other elements are not underlined in Section 2. Should the discussion
require identification of the central word of the P or S, P or S will be
%@ written directly above that word. (Clause boundaries are indicated by a

slant line, /.

1) The equational clause contains a nominal predicate. The meaning is

P equals S.
paBidnatra fzi 'He's a teacher.'
bdki=ku itf 'This is my book.'
* ni andu id 'That's yours.'

2) The descriptive clause contains an adjectival predicate. The meaning

is P specifies or describes S.

mafina_bé ni_d4ndru '"The weather is very hot.'
du v& ri rabé 'Are the Rabes in?'
ami_g;_gigy ni fivurl=nii 'Our meeting is at seven.'

3) The action clause contains a verbal predicate. Three subtypes of action

clauses are distinguished according to the predicate verb.
a)- The predicate is an active verb. The meaning of the clause is §

performs P.

naniituna 4zi 1izi 'He approached him.'

s e g iy @ Ay g e S . Pt ey
=t

'mifnatra du '"I'm studying.'

4=ttt

b) The predicate is a passive verb. The meaning of the clause is S

is the goal or recipient of action P.

nusutrdi=ni ni dité 'The tea was drunk by him.'
tsi iandra=ni ni lésu=ni 'The lesson isn't being studied by him.'

c) The predicate is a relative verb. The meaning of the clause is S

is the circumstance of action P. .

’:,hy‘,
(51)
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adru.dtazku_taratdsi ména 'Mama is the cause of my
writing this letter.'

ami ni télu nu andvazku ri.ar4-a 'Three o'clock is (when)
I do (this) work."

4) The existential clause contains the verb [/misi/ 'there is, are'

or one of its inflected forms. The meaning of the clause is that the
existence in the realm of discourse of the direct object complement
of /misi/ is confirmed or emphasized. If the clause includes S, §

stands in apposition to P.

misi_Yluna bétsaka 3ni atrénu 'There are lots of people at home.'

P = mfsi (verb) + dluna (direct object complement with.modifier‘/bé;saka/)

-

tsi nisi vdkani ildi fikabdnana ‘There were no results from that effort,'

e s Gt T S D s e S vty et St oot S ey o
L=t — 9

nlsi 3bi vitsivitsi tdni ats4-a 'Some cattle were there in the field.'

T i SN D i L TR U e ST T S St ey S s S e
i 1 ]

P = nfsi (verb) + dbi (direct object complement with modifier /vitsivitsi/.)

2.2 Clauses in sequence are either joined clauses or subjoined clauses.

Joined clauses are clauses that lack a connective, e:g.

nadé-a 1z; 4dru 3man £lina / tsi midz4nuna 'He walked day and night,

@ e S s v et s g et Sy P e TS et TS e v 4\ D e s SO
—— T Sap S S S S s (s T s S e . e S S S

doesn't stop.'

The first clause is a full clause, the second is a minor clause: Both are

action clauses.

tsi nlsi_l4dkana / tsi_nlsi na lnuna na fnuna 'There wasn't a boat,

there wasn't anything.'

S S .S Y o o e S At S et S g P50 s
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Both clauses are minor clauses and existential clauses.
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Subjdined clauses are clauses joined to another clause by a connective. If
the clause with introducing connective may not function as a sentence, that
clause is a dependent clause (DC). Dependent clauses with a single, and
usually contiguous; antecedent are relative clauses (RC). If the clause
with introducing connective mayvfunction as a sentence, it is an indepen-
dent clause (IC). Clauses lacking connectives (joined clauses) that may

function as sentences are also independent :zlauses.

2.21 Dependent clauses with the exception of relative clauses, share the
normal order, PS, of independent clauses. A DC normally follows the IC.
If the DC occurs before the IC, the IC is preceded by the order marker /dfa/.

' IC DC
ufdli 4u / rd atd=ndu ni dsa=ndu 'I'1l be happy if you do your work.'
DC IC
-rd até=ndu ni 3sa=ndu / dia / uffli 4u 'If you do your work, I'll

o . A i A ey — - v man —
— e e S e — — e S —

be happy.'

2.22 Relative clauses are introduced by the relative connective /iz4i/.
If /iz4i/ is omitted, the former relative clause is then interpreted as
a word or phrase modifier of the antecedent of the former relative clause.

The antecedent is a nominal expression.

IC RC
ggké;za ni n3ma=ndu / izii ngaéég_tggg 'Where was your friend
going who passed by here?'
or nakfiza ni ndma=niu nadilu tétu '(Same as aboJe)' .

e s s ain S s e

- In the example above, the RC occurs after the IC. The Rc may also be

embedded in the IC, e.g.
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IC RC IC

ni_tandna / iz3i naléca=ku / dia / nd-.afindritra 'The village which I

et S st e S g s ey s s e S vt A ) S P e S e g S
v —" — v — A — — e e — =t

went to was pleasant.'

If /iz4i/ serves as the § of the relative clause, the normal order is SP

with no order marker before the (displaced) P.

 tdga il3i dluna / izdi niadrdsa=ku 'That person (whom) I was waiting

for arrived.' -

2.23 Subjoined clauses may be either full clauses, e.g.
IC " DC

tsi_afdka miaPlta akdri 3u /. satrfa tdna fenu vudi id rdnu id 'I can't cross

» - at all because
this river is
full of croccdile

ma-3zu milaldu ami ni ndma=ndu iandu / ra vita ni fianara=ndu 'You may play at

your friend's (ho

if your studies a-

finished.'
or minor clauses, e.g.
IC o | DC
' ' T -/
disu_finatendna mifi_dia mdfi rag4 / ka lisa_addla 'The gentleman was

S80S S SO S S T P VIS I SV S ST SRS S AV P S UOUP (el SV St Sy s G UM S &

terribly disappointed

and went mad.'

IC -~ - - DC

sdika tsi fitatr=u iandu / satrla nidva_bé 'I almost didn't recognize you,

e P S e L S S LN S ot S v s 2t e s oy
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B

because (you) have changed a lot.
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3:1 A nominal expression may function as a nominal predicate. The nominal-
expression is comﬁosed.pf (1) -a noun, a substitute (independent pronoun (IP),.
dependent pronoun {DP) a person marker (PM), a demonstrative pronoun {(Dem P)
or the 1nterrogae1ve substitutes /fnuna/ 'what' or /iza/ 'who'); (2) a noun
phrase, which is an endocentric construction with nominal head; or (3) a
nominalization, which is a construction composed of an independent word .or

phrase preceded by a definite pre-modifier. (See Sec. 4.44)

3.2 An adjectival expression may function as an adjectival predicate. The

adjectival expression is composed of (1) an adjective or participle, a number,
or a locative; (2) an adjective, participle, number, or locative phrase,
which is an endocentric construction with an adjectival head, or (3) a

directive construction (See Sec. 4 12). -

3.3 A verbal expression may function as a verbal predicate. The verbal

expression is composed of (1) a verb which may be an active verb {(Va),
a passive verb-(Vp) or a relative verb (Vr); or (2) a verb phrase, which
ia a construction with verbal focus or with a verbal head, 2 e.g. a verb

plus direct complement.

3.4 Any expression may function as a predicate. A subject (except for

a clause functlonlng as subject) is normally a nominal expression except
for the subject of an active clause consisting of a verbal predicate with
relative verb (Vr). The S of Vr frequently corresponds to an adjunct in

a clause with Va or Vp. (Adjuncts are marked by a single broken underline:)

a

Action clause with Va

e e A ot San s AL T Ao Skl e . Ao o e ot e o g .

a.ilta-taks{ éu ald.an ni gdra iandu 'You'll find a taxi there in
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front of the station.'

Action clause with Vr:

éu aldl.an ni gdra nu ua.lta=nifu taksf{ 'There in front of the station'

-—_.—————-..—-——————
bl e

is (the circumstance of) your

finding a taxi.'

o (55)




The adjectival expression /éu all.an ni géra/ is a P adjunct in the clause

. with Va, but the § of the related clause with Vr.

-~ : -

3.5 An adiunct is an expression which modifies a P or S, but which has,

unlike independent words or satellite modifiers in modifier constructions,
considerable freedom of position; That is, the adjunct is not required

to be contiguous to the word it modifies. Most frequently, adjuncts are
adjectivgl expressions composed of a directive construction (see 4.12).

¢t e

Nomiral expressions frequently form adjuncts indicating time,

(adjunct = adjectival expression)

ni rdi dma-dréni dia maninu_téna u 3-dzdna=ni 'The parents kill them-

selves for their childrea.

(adjunct = adjectival expression)

ni ni fi.atugdvan ni prezid4 dia mandu sakdfu bé 1zi  'Because of the arrival

S D S e S S A et et ity S G S S —
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of the President, they

are-fixing a large dinner.'

(adjunct = nominal expression)

ria vuldna fu nu idzdnuna 4tu 'I'1l stay here two months.'

mikdsa idzdri sinemd du ra.4riva 'I plan to see a movie in the evening.'

3.6 Clauses may function as subjects. If the clause (S) occupies first

position in the sentence, the displaced P of the sentence is preceded by

W

the order marker /dfa/.

S P
na lza na fza fidl=ndu / dia ma-afdli i 'Whoever you choose is agreeable to
' me.' (either who or who chosen by

you pleases me)
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In the foliowing example, a clause /na uifaka 1zi na tsii/ 'either will
succeed he or'no' stands in apposition to the subject of the clause
/izdni nu fanhtanina/ 'that‘is the question', (§ = /izéni/ 'that')

P s

na udfaka 1zi na tsif / iz4ni nu fanlitanfna '"Whether he succeeds or

not, that is the question.'
Clauses introduced by /iz4i/ 'whoever, whatever' that function as subjects
have only the possible order /[iz4i/ (S) - P, and P is not preceded by the
- order marker. This order of the clause is identical with that of the rela-

tive clause (See Sec. 2.2).

S P

izai tfa ai dia mandraka i 'Whoever loves me, follows me.'

5 et WO e s PN Pt e

S 4

‘uméu_4i izdi tsi tl=n4du 'Give me whatever you don't want.'

S P

tsi ma-dzu madé-a izdi mitdbatdba 'Whoever makes noise may not go.'

4.0 Syntactic words may occur in constructions. In this section the major

syntactic word classes will be described and the major constructions illustrated.

4.1 Nominals (N)

Nouns are proper nouns (including all propef names) and common nouns. Comnion
nouns may be definite or indefinite. Proper nouns are intrinsically definite.
Proper names except those beginning with {ra} + 11 are usually preceded by the
definite pre-modifier /i/. Proper names beginaning with {ra} may be optionally
preceded by /i/ if considered specific. Common nouns preceded by a definite
pre-modifier are definite. Other common nouns are‘indefinite..,Group nouns X
are a set of nouns which are preceded by the numbers, e.g. [dimi téuna/ 'five |
years', /irdi paké/ 'one package', /telu dra/ 3 hour (3 o'élock). A few

group nouns are followed by the number /ir4i/ 'ome' but preceded by the other
numbers, e.g. /vavi irdi/ 'one girl' /1i-i irdi/ 'one boy', but /&fa-d4-i/
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'four boys':

The iﬁdependent pronouns (IP) substitute for nouns as subject, as nominal
predicate or after Type III directives (see 4, 1?) "The dependent pronouns
(DP) and person markers (RM) substitute for nouns in certaln constructions.
All substitutes including the Dem P are 1ntr1n31ca11y definite.
4.11 The fellowing constructlons are endocentric nomléal constructions:
(a) The deflnlte pre-modifier construction is composed of a definite
pre-modifier + N. The demonstrative adjectives both precede and

follow N + modifiers.

izani rda 14+i izéni 'those two boys'

il3i z4vatra ' ‘that thing'
ri rakdtu 'the Rakotos, (or) Rakoto and his friends
or companions
i bddu ‘Bodo' (propér name)
‘b (b) The possessive construction is composed of N + N. The possessed

noun is followed by the n-link (see Sec. 5.5) except when the possessor
is a PM.

N + proper name

N = vila vilan i drfna ‘ 'Ndrina's money'
viila-dri rabé 'the Rabes' money'
vula~drabé 'Rabe's money'

N + definite nocun vulan ni dluna ‘the person's money'

N+ indefinite noun " vulan dluna 'people’'s money'

N + interrogative viulan {za 'whose money'

substitute

‘ N + PM vidla=ku ' 'my money'
. N 4+ noun phrase ‘ vila-drald-a=ku 'my brother's money'
P\;’

e /1 { /e
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(¢) The free possessive construction -is composed of ‘the marker /fan/ + N.
- The DP substitute for N in''this comstruction. The meaning of the con-
struction- is similar to that of the Possessive construction which it may

replace as a nominal predicate.

an + noun an i drina 'Ndrina's'

an + DP an 4zi 'his' ' -~

an + interrogative an {za 'whose?"'

substitute

an + noun phrase : a-drald-aku | 'my brother's'

free possessive as an_i drfna itl viila 'This mcney is Ndrina's

predicate itf '

free possessive as predicate vilan i drfna it{ . 'This is Ndrina's.
money.'

(d) An (endocentric) modifier conmstruction is N + post-modifiers
(satellite words) or N + any expression as modifier. A limited group

od pre-modifiers may precede N in the modifier construction.

pre-modifier + N, tsi bdki nu tadidvi=ku 'It's not a book

Smmommoen b

) I'm looking for.'

N + post-modifier ' tuga tdu ni uluna 'All the people
re-étr arrived there.'

N + adjectival expression ari bdki vita ami ni '...and books pre-
téni milagdsi pared in Malagasy...'

t

The adjectival expression is composed of a participle, /vita/ plus a

modifying directive comstruction /ami ni téni milagdsi/.
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N + nominal expression ni. fiba fitaié%é@ si .. '...the way of caring
L )

fikarakar4na tﬁka?rénu for and attending the

home'!

The nominal expression is composed of a coordinate noun construction
with coordinate marker /si/ and a direct object complement /tukatrdnu/

of the coordinate noun construction.

N + verbal expression ni Uluna nadilu tétu 'the peoblé passing

by here' (past)

N + relative’ clause i ﬁlung iz31i nadalu 'the people who were

tétu : passing by here'

4.12 The directive construction is an exocentric construction with nominal
focus. It is composed of a directive + N focus: the PM replace N after Type
I directives, the DP replace N after Type II directives, and the IP replace
N after Type III directives.- A few verbs or adjectives may function ag
directives, e.g. /madritra/ 'lasts' /madritra itl vdlana dzidna itil/ 'during
this month of June'. Tk directives correspond to prepositions in meaning

and the directive construction is usually translated by a prepositional phrase.

Type 1 Directive + N

.ﬂ:r‘*
N = indefinite noun anati r4nu 'into {the) water'
N = definite noun ami ni abas4di ‘at, in, to, the embassy'
N = Dem P dmin iréu 'of, in those'
{za 3min irdéu 'which of those?' -
N =P alid-a=ku 'before, in front of, me’ ”

Type II Directive + N

*

lavitra 4i 'far from me'
akdiki 4zi 'near him'
akdiki ni: trdnu 'near the house'
td-aka 4zi 'like him'

(60)
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The Type II directive /u/ "to, for' may précede a construction iden-

- tical in form to 'the free possessive construction (Sec. 4.11 (e¢)) and

the definite direct object complement (Sec. 4.33, e.g. /u/ + /an i

dddabé/ = /u an i didab&/ 'to (or for) Grandfather'.

ggaégg_giégg u an i madidma rabé izi 'He sent a servant to Madame
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mivididna labidra u 4i ‘Buy me a beer!'

Type IIL Directive + N’

Afatsi {zi 'except him'

nakdni_amerfka da.8lu lzi Afatsi fzi ‘They all went to America

SEEmErsSEnanmmds

L4

except him.'

nl iandu | "because of you'

tifia_tat{ lzi nd iandu

'He came here because of you.'

4.13 The direct object complement conmstruction with verbal as focus (Sec. 4.33)

is the underlying construction for a direct object complement construction

with agent or abstract noun (with prefixes {p-} and {f-} respectively.) The

direct object is indefinite.

Va + N mamafa_trdnu lzi
N (verbal agent) + N pamafa_trdnu 1zi
Vr + N anasi-d4ba
N (verbal abstract noun) fanasa-d4ba

+ N .

4.2 Adjectivals (A)

'He cleans house.'

'He is house-~-cleaner.'

'washing clothes'
'(the) washing (of)

clothes'

Adjectives and root participles share certain features with verbs:

adjectives like active verbs may not occur in the agent construction (See

Se. 4.3); root participles like passive verbs may occur in the agent construction.

o

[

Adjectives and participles are not inflected for tense when functioning as

modifiers. Locatives are inflected for tense, when functioning either as

(61)
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predicates or as modifiers. Numbers are not inflected for tense.
4.21 The limiting modifier construction is an endocentric construction
with adjectival as head, e.g. A+ N, A+ Vor A + A. The meaning of

the construction is 'head limited to or comsidered in regard to N or V

or A constituent'. . N
A+ N .
A = adjective tsdra taré-i 'good in regard to face =
handsome'
- tsara bika - ) 'good in regard to shape = .
well built, shapely'
A = locative tetu médagasigéra "there (past) (in) Madagascar' f
A = number irai évitra 'oue in regard to thought =
: unanimous’
A+V
}
A = adjective mura bzuguzdnina 'easy in regard to hedng shakens i
. . . &
easy to shake’ i
-
A = root parti- varina manlizugdzuna ‘busy (wicth) shaking' {
ciple é
}
A+A :
A = locative 4ni 3mi ni abas&di 'there at the cmbassy'
étu abl ni latdbatra 'here on top of the table’

e e weerisems md €
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4.3 Verbals (V) ‘ 3
Verbs are of three subclasses, the active, passive, and relative. ‘ :

All three subcl:zsses are inflected for tense and for the present tense
imperative, and occur both as indicative and imperative. With the pre-

modifier /4za/ 'don't' (prohibitive) only the indicative is used.
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Ve  3za mipétraka 'Don't sit down.'
Vp- ¥za vakina '"Don't . read.’
Vr 3za_iadrdsana "Don't wait.'

Examples are provided of the imperative of the three subclasses. Word
order is normal (PS) in the imperative. The name or title of the person
addressed, if included, is usually placed after the clause containing

the imperative.

Va mivilfa akavia "Turn to the left.'

o v S s v S S g s et S e
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madrusda tdfuku 'Come in, sir.’

Vp ba uméu rta duzénini dri 4u & 'Then please give me
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ot

vr ba aPpise-di da-81i ni 2ta=ndu 'Please show all your luggage.'

Vr adefisu pa-4dru kéli 4u

S o v T e St oy ity s 2 S0 s ey e
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'Please send me a cook.'

L
[}

Verbs may be transitive or intransitive. Transitive verbs are followed by

a direct object complement. The verbal prefix {aN-} + 21 is most frequentiy
associated with transitive verbs and the prefix {i-} + 24 with intransitive
verbs. However, {aNu} does form some intraunsitive verbs and {i-} some

transitive verbs.

A few active transitive verbs are bitransitive, i.e. théy may be followed
by two direct complements. One direct complement is a direct object com-
plement (Cl), the other is a direct complement of manner or of person ref-
erence (Cz). If the direct object complemen; is definite, it follows the
direct complement of manner or person reference. In this section and

in 4.33, the central word of the P and C are indicated above the word.

P 02 Cl
manbry_andi_ni l4lana 1zi  'He is showing us the way.'
andi 'us' = the direct complement of person reference.
ni 14lana 'way' = the direct object complement.

Lf the direct. object complement is indefinite, it precedes the direct
complement of person reference, e.g.

(63)
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P Cl C2

-manuru_l4lana_andi lzi = . 'He is showing a way (to) us.'
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If the direct complement is one of manner, it usually precedes the direct

object complement, e.g.

P C2 i C1

manlisutra_ménaka ni_tdgu=ni 1zi 'He is putting oil on his feet.'
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ménaka 'oil' = the direct complement of manner

ni tdgu=ni 'his feet' = the direct object complemeit

These two direct complements play different roles if the active transitive
verb is.changed to a passive verb. The direct object complement usually
corresponds to the S of a Vp in {a-} + 25. The direct complement'of
person reference or manner usually corresponds to the S of a Vp in {-ina} - 11.

with active transitive vexrb:

P C; C2 '
gggg;gggg=gggéké§g_gggggg izi 'He presents flowers (to) you.'
vinikdzu 'flowers' = direct object complement
anaréu 'you, pl.' = direct complement of person reference

with passive (transitive) verb in {-ina}:

P C

tuluri=ni_vunik4zu 1énaréu 'You are presented flowers by him.'

e I=F T TPty
= ]

with passive (transitive) verb in {a-}:

P C
atilu=ni_anaréu ni vunikdzu '"The flowers are presented to you by him.’

A Gt e G S B B St (IR it B ey e S
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Pagsive and relative verbs may be transitive or intransitive.
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with traasitive verbs:

P C2

~'You are given this dress by me.'

"You won't be fixed
cake by me, if you're

not nice.'

‘That house was bought by Rajaona.'

'A' French film is what I saw.'

4.31 The (endocentric) modifier construction with verbal head is the V +
post-modifiers or V + an expression as modifier. A group of pre-modifiers

may also precede V in the modifier construction.

pre-modifier + V téna tf=ku 'really liked~-by-me'

V + post-modifier tl=ku tukda 'liked-by-me very'
V + adjectival mad®-a middana mi-{tsi 'goes very slowly'

expression

A few verbs may precede verbals. Thege are to be distinguished from the
modal pre-mbdifiers, which are not independent words and which may modify
nominals as well as verbals. (Sec. 5.12). /madé-.-a/ 'goes', /midz4nuna/
'stays, stops', /ma-dzu/ 'is permitted' all agree in tense with the fol-

lowing verb. /mikdca/ 'plans' may vary in tense but may be followed only
by a future tense.

'Thé Rakotos are going to see a movie.'
'You may smoke (cigarettes).'

1zi 'He stopped writing.' (stopped not
writing anymore he)

'I plan to buy food.'
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4.32 The agent construction is limited to Vp or Vr + N. A few adjectivals
(root participles only) may also occupy V position in this construction.
The structuré of this construction is identical with that of the possessive

construction. Thevmeaning of the construction is 'action performed by

an agent'.
Vp + N ‘ nuvidi~3radzéqa ‘bought~by-Ra jaona'
»néEi=§u 'brought-by-me"’
Vr + N itségagsagéna=ni ‘gone-to-by-him'
A (root participle) + N fta=ku 'seen-by-me'

4.33 The direct object complement construction with V as focus is V + N.
The DP replace N in this construction except when two or more pronouns
occur in sequence, in which case the first is a DP, the following pronouns
are IP, e.g. (/andu si {zi/ 'you ahd he', is a coordinate construction).

A dependent_claggf may also function as direct object complement. An
=
example is provided in the sample analysis (Sec. 6.0). .

T

P C1 C1

middri andu si fzi ni papidnatra 'The teacher is waiting for you and him.'

The direct object complement (N) may be definite or~indefinite; if definite,
it is usually preceded by /an/ except before /ni/. With the definite pre-
modifier /il4i/ the preéence of /an/ seems to be optional. The distinction,
definite-in&efinite, is not applicable to clauses, thus, the dependent clause
as direct'object complement is never preéeded by /an/. Note also that the
clause, dependent or independent, when functioning as § is not indicated

as definite or indefinite (See Sec. 2.1).

P c
1 : o
Va + N = (indefinite noun) g;ggg;=ég;§£g'izi iréu 'They were looking ;
for ideas.' .
P~ C1
N = DP middri andu au 'I'm waiting

for you.'

I epr————r—




P Cl
. N = definite noun middri_an i bdzi lzi  'He's waiting for
Bozy.'
% ’ ¢,
middri_a-dri rakdcu lzi 'He's waiting for
the Rakotos.'
: !

middri an irdtu va-ina irétu lzi 'He's waiting for

the guests.'

C
gééggé=gé=£égégé izi 'He's waiting for>
the last one.'
f : P ¢ A
Vp + N = definite noun umé=ku _an_iald itl buki itd 'This book is given
| by me to you.’
P
Vr + N = definite noun ddru-4ni nu é§§£é§§:§2 an_ireu 'Today is when lots of
C1 people are being a-
dluna_bdtsaka iréu ~ waited by me.'
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b 4 Several additional constructlons are listed here. These may have more

k than one word class as head or focus.

4.41 The appositive construction is composed of two (and rarely more)
juxtaposed words of the same syntactic class, neither of which can be
clearly designated as head or focus. The following types of appositives

have been noted:

' ",'r'« N N
ramatla randivu ' '"Madame Ranaivo'
{zi rta 14-i 'the two boys' ,
s
anaréu va.dka ' 'you people’ . r
midéra_si misdtra_anardu va-Gka du 'I admire and thank you pecple.'
A A
Q mafi ts4ra 'strong, good'

strong shovel was (actual-"

, ly) a clay shovel.'
LWLBTY....o oo o et s e — S
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midzanuna misakdfu , 'stay eat'
na-6na nu tgi midzhnuna misakdfu midraka amindi famdu  'Why don't you stay
(and) eat (along)
v with us?’

4.42 The intensive construction is composed of A/dIa/zA or V/dIa/2V in
which the first constituent is repeated following the construction marker
/dIa/z. The meaning of this construction is 'intensification or verification

of the meaning of A or V'.

A dia A tsdra dia tsara 'very good'
(tsdra 'good')

éu dia &u 'really there'
(éu 'there')
V dia V madrdsu dia madrisu » 'really progresses’

(madrdsu ‘'progresses')

madrdsu_dia_madriisu ni fﬁis‘studies are really progressing.'

— — o oo G oy TS S S St e S e Sy S SR Sy e S
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4.43 The 'approximate' construction is composed of locative /u/ locative,
in which the first constituent is repeated after the marker /u/, e.g.

/®u u éu/ *“thereabout'. The meaning of this construction is 'indefinite
place or time'. (The temporal meaning of the locatives is not unique

to this construction, but is evident in phrases such as /tuga vo téu lzi/
'He just arrived then' in which téu (past tense of éu 'there') means

'at that time', or 'then'.

u_4vi 1zi dtu u 4tu 'He will arrive soon, or soonish.'

&tu u étu 'somewhere near here'
4 .44 The nominalization is any expression that is converted to a nominal.

The definite pre-modifiers may precede any expression, thus converting

that expression to a nominal. The definite pre-modifier /ni/ is usually
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replaced by /nu/ in this construction if the expression is a verbal and is
sometimes replaced if the expression is an adjectival. Clauses may also

be nominalized.

tsi_tf=ni nu midnatra ° 'Studying isn't liked by him.'

Oty s G ST e ey S e
T s ey e v

/nu midnatra/ is a nominalized verbal expression in which /nu/ replaces

/ni/ as definite pre-modifier.

A

mi-afindritra ni ma*fta andu 'Seeing you is pleasant.'

/ni ma-ita andu/ is a nominalized verbal expression.

nd-afindritra ni t3ni tomdsina 'Being there in Tamatave was pleasant.'

dza_falifdli féna dmi ni tsi mlsi fdtini 'Don't always be pleased with
the superficial.' (Not happy
with that not having roots.)
/ni tsi misi fdtini/ ia a nominalized (minor) existential clause.

The nominalization functions as the focus of the directive /4mina/.

4.45 The coordinate construction is composed of any two expressions of
the same class joined by the coordinate markers /si/ ‘'and' /sa/

(in interrogative clauses) or /ma/ 'or-nor' (in delclarative clauses).
/na/ occurs before the first expression as well as joining the two ex-

pressions with the meaning 'either...or' or 'both-and'.

[sil/ iz3u si {zi dia ggégég 'He and I went.'
/sal/ ggggg=sg=£§£§é ni sdtru=ni 'Is his hat nice or awful?'
/na/ . tsl ni rivutra na ni drana nu 'Not the wind nor the rain will
 aBidzdnuna dzi bru make him stay here.'
/na=-na/ g;§é=g£§gg na_tétu na_tdni '"There was rain both here and there.'
tsi nlsi drana na tétu na tdni 'There wasn't (any) rain, neither

here nor there.'

P S P )
na mad4-a iandu na midz4nuna ", 'Either you go or stay, it
dia tsi misi_ étunl doesn't matter.'
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The coordinate construction, (composed of a full and a minor clause) serves

as the subject of the existential clause, /tsi misi 4tuni/ 'there isn't a cause'.

5.0 Satellites, or function words, are words which may not occupy P or S

position. Satellites are grouped according to their syntactic roles. The
grouping will be listed in this section, and each group will be illustarted.

Only the list in Sec. 6.11 is exhaustive within the present corpus.

5.1 Satellite modifiers are pre-modifiers or post-modifiers according to

their position in relation to the modified word.

5.11 Definite pre-mudifiers occur before nouns and are mutually exclusive.

These include:

/ni/ - indicates a definite noun,

/i/ indicates a proper ndun (other than one beginning with /an/),
/ri/ indicates a plural proper noua,

/il4i/ indicates a definite noun that has been previously identified,

and the demonstrative adjectives, which usually both precede and follow the

noun or nominal expression.

tsi api itl rdnu it} 'This water isn't sufficient.'

bula tsi tdga ri radzdna 'The Rajaonas still haver't arrived.'

5.12 Other pre-modifiers may occur before verbs, adjectives, nouns, nominals,

or other pre-modifiers. These are tentatively designated as 'modal pre-modifiers'.

/tena/ ‘really’

/tsi miitsi/ 'must, have to’

ggg=gg;§g;;ggg£g ni_trdnu / ré¢fa mivérina au 'The house has to be clean
when I come back.'

/suméri/ : 'somewhat, rather'

[méti/ 'may be, might'
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/fdtsini/ ‘only'

/tdkuni/ 'should, should be'

tukuni idnatra tsdra iandu 'You should study well.'

tikuni {zi nu ggggégizgég @ggg_gi_igégi '"He should be the one you ask
about that.'

/4za/ (prohibitive)

dza_4tu ianaréu nu mitibatdba 'Don't make noise here.'

iza miyldi bdki is¢  ‘'Don't buy books.'

/tsi/ 'no, not'

tsi ni r4di nu gégé;gg=gégg / fa ni réni 'It's not the father who raises

a child but the mother.'

/éfal 'already'

[/vo/ 'just, just as soon as'

/séika/ 'about to, almost'

/bdla/ 'still!

Members of the modal pre-modifier group may cccur in sequence with some

freedom of order, e.g.

5.13

ggggg;_ggg=gggégi iandu "You should not have gone there.'
tsi_tlkuni nime=ndu azi ‘You should not have given to him'
bula tsi tdfa 1zi 'He still hasn't come.’

DRSS SSSEEREIDE emsas

tsi_bula tdga 1zi '"He still hasn't come.'

BRI SUB|ERSSEL e

meti bula tsi 4u lzi '"He may still not be there.'
SNSSNESIEREEREESR e

bila mdti udvi 1zi ‘He still may come.'
DRESSSIAEESENIRINE  emesewve

Post-modifiers are a large group which may modify independent words.
{mi-Ltsi/ intensifier

/ tukda/ 'very'




/fitsini/ 'only'

o
[ kda/ 'also'
izdu kda dia fili ma-aldla_anau *I (too) am happy to meet you.'
mddza/ 'only'
/ y
Jakidri/ 'at all'
/idrtdca/ 'just exactly' or 'to the highest degree'’
[idni/ 'only, just'
/féna/ 'continuously'
/izsﬁni/ 'any more, no longer'
sdika fénu ni sfni / ndfa tsi nisi_runlinu itsdni 'The jug was almost full,

SIS sessse———
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however there wasn't any

i:i . more milk."'
tsi du itsdni nu ametrf=ku ni_bdki=ku 'I don't put my books there any more.”
5.2 Parentheticals include parenthetical wprds, direct address words and
exclamations. Parentheticals neither mark a construction nor are included
in a construction:
/kéazu/ 'it turns out' or 'suddenly'
/8ri/ 'thus'
[dni/ 'they say'
ré=ku / fa udni_amerfika Uni iandu 'I've heard that you're going to America.’
/to-ué/f ‘it seems'
/anéfa/ 'however, then'
0 or /néfa/
' ",
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/sédra/

'by chance'

Ini / fa nlsi_dluna sédra naddlu / ka natsé=ni lzi rbda 14-i 'There! There was a

mana‘dna néfa fzi

ey s e omem
=S|mSS=SsSsS

e — o ——— T > e St dame T A A S SV Tty ST e e e S St S o
13— A R

man passing, by chance,
and he was hailed by
[}

the two boys.

'How, then, is he?'

Exclamations:
/dréi/ 'oh!' (in surprise)
/4i/ 'Oh!"
L d -~ L.
drdi / arfva ni_ 4dru 'Oh! 1It's evening.'

Direct address words that occur at the end of an utterance:

/ka/
/el
/o/
/a/

aridri_fdlu / maddma ) '50 francs, Madame.'

within or at the end of an utterance with the connotation of a polite suggestion:

/re/

ka mipe

t

rd:a ré '"But do sit down.'

within or at the beginning of an utterance with the connotation of politeness:

a fatatr=4u vt {z 'Do you know him?'

5.3 Relational words are of three types, i.e. coordinate, connective and

relative.

5.31 Coordinate relational words connect two elements having identical

function within a clause:

[sal 'or' (in questions only)

B i antau

-




O

=

/na/ 'or, neither' (in statements

/si/ '4and'

iandu sa 1zi nu nadé-a

A e e e
—

or commands)

.
I'd

'Was it you or he who went?'

'Either you or I have to go.'

/éri/ 'and' rather than /si/ 'and' usually connects the third of a

series of elements having identical function:

iz4u si iandu ari fzi 'you and I and he'

5.32 Connectives join clauses, occurring as the first element of the

subjoined clause. Some of the connectives

/dia/ and /ka/, may also intro-

duce independent clauses; others may oﬁly introduce dependent clauses.

Connectives are indicated in this section by a subscript (c).

/dia/1 'then, subsequently'

?éi ldsa ari i kdtu

'Then Koto left.'

nadrdsu_tini atrdnu=ni iz3i / ?éi nipétraka 'We went into his house

5820 2 S A s e e o o e e o S T e e 0% e e it e T
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/ka/1 'so, and so, but'

ké madrusda ari &
c -3 144

nafina ni 4dru / %a 4vi ni drana
SITISB c)=== e ——

and then sat down.'

'But do come in.'

'The day was hot, so it rained.'

/fa/ ‘but' (expresses a qualification)
nitddi blki_frafsdi du / faytsinfsi . 'I was looking for a French
book, but there weren't any.'
/ra/ "if!
ipttraka étu au / fg)g;:gég 'I'll stay here if you like.'
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/Ea/1 'in order to, for, so that’

'He. lent me his book

A

(in order for me) to read.'

/ndni/ 'when' (with past tense)

?E?i na-fta 3zi 'I was going to turn

back, when I Saw him.'
/réia/ 'when' (With resent or future tence
P

/satri/ 'because’

nadé-a 1zi 4dru 3man 4lina / tsi midzdnuna / 'He went day and night,

sigsla tena mdika tukda izi : doesn't stop, because he

~is really in a hurry.'

/néfa/ 'however'
/kanéfa/

%g? tsi_niétsika 'He was startled, however

he didn't move.'

5.33 The relative /izdi/ joins relative clauses to independent clauses,

occurring as the first element of the relative clause.

/ 4u 'I have a book which you may like.'

'The person who was waiting for me left.'

5.4 Nominalizer
Of the definite pre-modifiers, /ni/ /il4i/ and the demonstrative

adjectives serve as nominalizers.

'Where is that (one) who came?’

'Finding work was difficult.’
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Other examples illustrate the replacement of /ni/ by /nu/ before a verbal

expression, less frequently before an adjectival expression, in clauses

with normal order.

6.4

ti=ndu v& ni 4ni 'De you like (it) there?'

'glzgég ve nu udni 'Do you like to go there?’

£firi nu tdu 'How many were tharxe?'

£fri ni tdu 'Yow iuny were there?'

dimi ni tdu 'Five were thezre.'

uatrinuna nu makini md-amdsina '"How much (for) going to Mahamasina?'
ni makini mi-amdsina dia 14fu 'Going to Mahamasina is expensive.'

Markers signal a grammatical function or mark a conctraction without

being a constituent of the construction.

~ /nu/ and /dfa/ may be contrasted in similar sentences:

/nu/ 'exclusive order' marks a displacement of the¢ predicate from the
noimal position of the first element of the (rnon-relative) clause.
The clause element that occupies first position excludes any

other alternative.

(normal) mitadi_trdnu fzi 'He's looking for a house.'
(exclusive) fzi nu gégégé=ggggg 'He's (the one who is)

looking for a house.'

- e e - —— s S v ¢ ——

EQY£§§ nu gég; ri rakdtu 'When will the Rakotos arrive?'
diza nu natd=naréu ni bdki=ni 'Where did you put his book?'

—— ..

/dfa/ 'emphatic order' marks a displacement of the predicate from the
normal position of first element of the (non-relative) clause. ‘Jdia/
may also mark a displaced dependent clause, e.g. (normal) I C / D C;
(emphatic) D C / dfa/ I C. The clause element or clause which precedes
/dfa/ is emphatic. =

(normal) th

ga_tétu veé ni ndma=ku 'Did my friend arrive here?’

o are mme e e —

(emphatic) ni ndma=ku v& dia tufa_tétu 'Did my friend really

arrive here?'

(76)
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- {zi dia mitidi buki 'He is (actually) looking for a book.'

fzi nu mitddi bdki 'He (and not someone else) is looking for a book.'

i et s oy sty Sty D St P e
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2 . , , . ' . 2 . .
./dfa/” 'intensive' marks the intensive coastruction. /dfa/“ is in-

terposed between a repeated adjectival or verbal, (See Sec. 4.42).

/u/ 'approximate' marks the approximate construction. [/u/ is inter-

posed between repeated locatives. (See Sec. 4.43)

/&ni/ 'dependent' marks certain definite nominals in the direct com-
plement construction, (See Sec. 4.33) or the free possessive

construction. (See Sec. 4.32)

/n/ 'n-link' marks the possessive or agent cohstruction when the
possessor or agent constituent ié.any nominal other than a PM.
The 'n-link' is a post-clitic added to the final vowel of the
head of the construction before a following vowel, or the 'n-
link' produces 'n-modifications' of an initial consonant of the
possessor or agent‘constitu\ent..5 (See Sec. 4.33bgnd_4.32)' L e e et
. D e .
/ve/ 'interrbgative' marks a clause as a question. /ve/ is mutually
exclusive with the interrogative substitutes and the connective
/sa/ 'or'. Usually /ve/ occurs after the complete predicate

in clauses with normal order.

ra tsi_tdfa 1zi / dia Eglg=i§§£i_§g; v iandu  'If he doesn't come are you

still going to wait for him?'

tsi nitddra sigdra na dtabirutra 4fa v& iandu 'Have you (not) brought

cigarettes or (any) other

goods?'

In clauses with displaced predicate, /ve/ precedes /dfa/ 'emphatic’

or /nu/ ‘'exclusive'.

i1l3i fni vé& nu téna ritsi 'Is that the one that is really bad?'

j—— T =S=S=3==82
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/mda/ 'polité interrogative' marks a clause that does not contéin
/ve/ or an interrogative substitute as a polite question. How-
ever, /mda/ may replace or precede /ve/ and /mda/ may occur after
- the interrogative substitutes. When functioning as the only
interrogative marker in Elause, /mda/ is not restricted to the

position following the predicate.

mia vé tl=ndu ni sakdfu 'Do you like the food?' .

{za mla iandu 'Who are you?'

mia iandu nu g;éggggg=ggg;=ggggggg  Are you the one who studied

there in America?’
£é§g££:ég mia ni rdi=ni 'Do you know his father?' J
6.0 A sample analysis of a sentence is given here: ‘

ni_tdna kedréna é@ig_éf}_fgﬁigg:égg_igg '"The real purpose of this
dia §g=é;g;g;ég=g;=g;ggg / fa §§g=gggg exhibit is to make it known by
éTi-Bi-EéEi-Télégéﬁi ni fapiandrana the people that instruction in the
dmi ni abyratdfa vold-ani si fi.arda first and second levels (of the

lycee) is possible in the Malagasy

language.' -
The first clause is an. independent clause and a (full) action clause.

S = definite pre-modifier construction with head /kedréna/ 'purpose’.
The directive construction /3nin itl fapise+éna itil/ functions as an adjunct
of 8. The focus of the construction is the definite pre-modifier construc-

tion /itl fafise<dna itl/ which has the head /faPise<6na/ 'exhibit'.
Empﬁatic order in this clause is marked by /dia/, s dia P.

P = reiative verb /i.alaldna/ 'show, demonstrate' with pre-modifier /ba/.
The agent construction (marked by n-link) /ni dluna/ is a definite pre-

modifier construction with head /6luna/ 'people, person'. The direct object

complement of the‘felative verb is the following dependent clause.

(78)
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The second clause is-a dependent clause and a (full) descriptive clause

which is introduced by the connective /fa/ 'that'.

P = adJectlval predicate (an idiomatic phrase) composed of a participle

- fdz - and a passive verb /étau/ with the meaning 'is possible, feasible'.

The di :tive construction /4mi ni tdni malagdsi/ functions as an adjunct
of P. 1.~ focus of the -construction is a definite pre-modifier construc-
tion with the head /téni/ 'language modified by the adJectlve [/milagdsi/
'"Malagasy'.

S = definite pre-modifier construction with head / faPiandrana/ 'instruction'.

The directive construction /am1 ni abératuga vold-ani si f4. arda/ functions
as an adjunct of S. The focus of the construction is a def1n1te pre-
modifier construction with the head /abératﬁga/ 'level (of the lycée)'’
modified by a coordinate adjectival constructlon /vold-+ani si fi.arda/

‘*first and second'.

(79)
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1. All citations in this section (C. Syntax) are written in phonemic
transcription. Fowever, pitch and external juncture have not been written
and non-phonemic spaces are inserted between words to facilitate analysis
of citations. The style chosen for citations is the full, deliberate
style. The PM are separated from a word by =. The hyphen is used to
indicate the junction of two morphological words which are phonologically
linked by ka, tra, n-modifications that result in a consonant change

in the following words or by the marker, n-link, e.g. {nalefa-} + {-n}
followed by {ri} and {rabe} becomes /naléfadrirabé/ which is written here:
naldfa-dri rab&. The convention is adopted of indicating the complete
subject by a solid single undefline, the complete predicate by a double
broken underxine, and adjuncts by a single broken underline unless differ-
ently specified in a given subsection. Unmarked words are connectives,
markers, and parentheticals. The combinatory forms of extended roots |
and suffixed forms with -11, -12,.-13 are written as they occur, e.g.
/4mina/ is written as /4mi/ or /4min/ depending on the initial of the fol-
lowing word: /3min iréu/ 'of those' but /ami ni abas4di/ 'at the embassy’.
2. Head is used here to mean the central word of an endocentric con-
struction. Focus is used to mean the central word of an exocentric con=-

struction if such can be identified.

3. Two major morphologicél classes of verbs (active and passive-relative)
are distinguished on the basis of selection of the imperative suffix. .
Passive verbs are further distinguished from relative verbs by selection
of‘pfefixes and suffixes, although occasional‘ambiguity may result from
the merging of the passive and relative suffixes, {-ina} and {-ana},
respectively. Syntactically three subclasses of verbs are distinguished

on the basis of the relationship of the verb (as'preéicate of a clause)

to the subject of the clause.

4. The interpretation of /nu/ as 'exclusive order' marker or as a
replacement of /ni/ 'nominalizer' before a verbal expression (where /nu/
would be included in the subject) is based on the analysis of normal

predicate order. If P is the first element of the clause and if S is
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intrinsically a verbal expression, /nu/ is interpreted as replacing /ni/

"nominalizer'.

uatrfnona nu andva=ndu an idi? 'How much for your doing that?'
tl=ku tukia nu uédni 'I like going there very much.'

If, however, either an adjunct or S precedes the predicate, /nu/ is inter-

preted as the order marker. In this case /nu/ 'exclusive order' may
frequently be replacable by /dfa/ 'emphatic order', if the clause does

not contain an interrogative substitute or question marker.

méti i rakitu nu uldni ‘It may be Rakoto who will be elected.'’
dza_4ni nu mividi vdri . *Not there (do you) buy rice.'
diza nu natd=naréu ni bdki=ni 'Where did you put his book?'

5. A few Type I directives may add the 'n-link' to the end of the directive,
which precedes the nominal focus in a directive construction. Since the

'n-1link' does not occur with all Type I directives in the directive construction,
it cannot be considered there as a construction marker. An example of the
'n-link' with a Type I directive is /all.a-drabé/ 'in front of Rabe'. (See aiso
the examples‘in Sec. 3.4). An example of a directive construction with Type I

directive without 'n-link' is /3nati rdnu/ 'in, into (the) water', Sec. 4.12.
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The reader is referred to the bibliography by Ruth Jones which con-
tains extensive entries not only on Merina but on the other dialects
of Malagasy and entries on social, geographical, and anthropological
studies of Madagascar. The bibliography produced by the Center for
Applied Linguistics lists Primarily studies on the Malagasy language.
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