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THE following compilation has long been with-
keld from the public, in the hope that some person more
competent than myself would undertake the work ; but,
disappointed in that expectation, and finding that no
time should be lost in furnishing the Irish student, I has-
ten o put it forth.

Let it not be objected, that I am not acquainted with
the Irish as a colloquial, but only as a written, language ;
Iadmit it ; but I have not advanced a single rule except
upon the best admitted authorities ; and have decided, in
cases of doubt, upon the evidence of a majority of the most
approved. I have compared Molloy’s, Vallancey's. Neil-
son’s, Halliday's, O’Brien’s, and O’ Reilly’s grammars ;
and not neglected others.

It may be asked, why I have not re-edited some of those
above enumerated ? The answer is obvious—suck as I
most approved of are copy-right. I must also add, that
I concetve that none of them are _ﬁtted jbr editing without
alteration.

1t ismy intention, please God, to publisk a second part ;
containing ome or two uscful tables in the shape qf
Appendiz, and dialogues, composed by persons the most
competent to write them, in familiar pkrase. In publish-
ing the parts separately, I consult the convenience of the
public ; because I cannot, except during the long vacation,
have leisure to complete the second, and agrammar is want-
ed immediatcly.

H J M M.






IRISH GRAMMAR.
rictlitfiione
. - _ LETTERS.

Pheir Pronunciation and Orthography.
*'The Modern Irish Alphabet consists of 18 letters.

. * Pronunciation by analogy
Name & Form. to the English.

A A & Yim Ahm

B. ‘B b Bepg Beh

C C ¢ Col - . Cowl
‘D D 5 Dup - . 'Thoor

E 6 e @Gada Eayaw (quick)
F F £ Feamy Farrun

G S5 3 Jopc Gurth

1 j A Joza Eeyaw (qmck)
L Lt t lur - Luish

M W m  Wam Modin

N N v Nuin , Nodin

0 0O o Op Oler

P P p Pet "Peh’

R R n Ruyp Ruish

S S ¢ Syl - Sobil

T T t Teme Thinng (quick)
U ® u @p Qor

H D bh @ ' Oﬁagh )

It will appear in the sequel, how the powers of the

letters V, W, and Y, are expressed in Irish. K is

-always the pronuncmuon of C; the power of Q exists
in C followed by vy, as in &vm, Quinn ; and X is ex—
- pressed by cr, as &crovur, Exodus.

Contractions in common use.

¢ forea. | v foruj. 4 for ajp. for zan.
7 — azur. | . —eadoy. | H — b — BZupte
f —cdt. |4—apn A — A .
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The VOWELS are five, viz. three broad, 4, o, u, often
. used promiscuously in ancient manuscripts; and two
slender, e and 1. ' ' C
The following are the sounds of the vowels; and
note, that there is but one accent in Irish, to wit, that
drawn up from left to right, as bar, and it always de-
notes a long syllable : it is called, rine pava.

Pronunciation. . Eeample.

A—1. Long and broad, as in war.—ban, white.
2. Long and slender, like in

JSine, _ —abapc, horn.
-3. Short and broad, as in war- ’
rant. ~mapt, beef.

4. Shortand slender, as incan.—bnac, agarment.
5. Short and obscure, as in. fu-—comapra, neigh-
neral. : bour.
6. At theend of words, and be- .
fore 5, it has a peculiar .
sound, like oo in cupkoo.—~pecad, sin.
E—1 Long, as in there. -t&, the moon.
2. Sheort, as in egyg. + ——pel, strife.
8. Shoxt \and obscure, like the .
’ feminine e in French, po- . ’ (
etry, or as in broken. - —pilice, folded.

r

I— 1. Long, as eein feel. —jm, butter.
2. Short,.asin pin. - —D#r, an island,
O—1. Long as in store. : —mdn, great.
2. Shert,.as » in buck. -—pcoc, a trumpet.
U~—1. Long, asin rule. —ci,a hound..
. 2. Short, as in put. . —uép, the breast.
3. Shott, as in gu#l. ~—3ul, cry.

1t is to be observed of vowelg——

*1st. That:these are. no quiescent vowels at the end of
words, as in English. ez. done. 2dly. That no vewels are
ever doubled . jn the same -sylable, as in poor. And
8dly. That there are never two distinct syllables made out
of vowels following one another; but that diphthongs and
triphthongs always form -one syllable, though the several
yowels may be heard-in the pronuneciation,. - |7
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. The coNsoNANTS are either immutable, as-/, n, andr; or
mutable, as b, ¢, d, f; g m, py s, and t; so. called,
bécause’ that, by placing over them a mark of aspiration,
they either lose their primijtive sound, or are altogether sup-
pressed in pronunciation. . ‘The letters thus printed are said
to be moniged, and the change thus expressed marks some

+ of the most material inflections of the nouns and verbs.

This is indeed a peculiarity in the Irish language, among
European tongues, that requires the particular attention of
the reader ; who, if acquainted with the Hebrew, will per-
cgive something analagous to it, in the ‘effect which the
dagesch pointnfas upon some of the letters in that laoguage.
‘When the Irish is printed in Roman letters, the effect of the
point is expressed by the addition of an k. This greatly
tends ta confound learners, who, when taught the power of
h, in Irish books printed in Roman character, will bave to
unlearn this, when they come to read English books in the
same letter. Thus they will be told, t& (in Irish) is to be a
mere aspirate; and when they learn to read English, they
find it must be strongly sounded, and, what adds to the
confusion, preciselyas t eX weretald to pronounce the simple
t, when learning to read thelrish. The .point remedies
this evil ; and therefore Neilson, although he published his
Grammar in Roman character, had dotted letters of that
form cast for hie purpose.. .

- 'We shdll first treat of the tutables ; B, F, M, and P,
unaspirated, are pronounced as in English.

b islike either the English wor v; it is to be observed, that
the differeacé of the broader or more slender sound of b,
forms ‘one provincial difference in the pronunciation of Irish.
O’Brien’s rules for ‘the pronunciation of b are thus:—At
the beginning of wards, when followed by a slender vowel,
and when it terminates & word, it is usually sounded v; but,
in cases where it is connected with a broad vowel, he says
“there is nd certain standard ;” neither does there seem to be
any fixed rule for its pronunciation in the middle of words.

Cisalwaysas K, o
_ ¢ has a guttural sound which has nothing analo-
gous to it in the English tongue, but is quite simi-
lar to that of the Greek y, and Spanish X. There are
two varieties of this sound ; 1. At the beginning and end of
wouds, when followed er succeeded by a broad vowel, or
dsed in thé hiddle of wards in connection with one, it hag
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asound like gh in the word lough, strongly pressed out
through the throat. 2. When thus connecteg with a slen-"
der vowel, its sound is only that of a very strong aspiration.
D has two sounds: 1. l{ike d in Italian, or th in there—
the other like the d in French, more light and liquid, but
similar to the former. It seems that the length of the fol-
lowing syllable influences the choice of sound. "
. B is thelrish Y. If followed by a broad vowel at the
beginning of a word, it has a pronunciation to which there
i8 nothing similar in the English language; it is then gut-
tural, and like the German Y, and may be expressed by = -
a strong forcing of this letter. 2. In the beginning of 8’
word, and before a slender vowel, or in the middle of a
word followed by any vowel, it is simply Y. And 3. When-
ever it is fallowed by a consonant, or terminates a word, it
is either silent, or weakly aspirated. This letter at the end"
of a word, (not a monosyllable,) gives to the preceding
vowel, if a broad one, the pronunciation of an u. ' g
t becomes an aspirate; it is never used as such hut
at the beginning of words, or as the initial of the
second part of compounds. ‘
G is always pronounced as in gall, never as in gin. - -
% is liable to the same rules as 5, only that at the end
of ~ words it is always silent. '
1 is liable to the same rules as b. - O'Brien says that,
preceding a slender vowel in any part of a word, ‘or ter-
minating a word, it is always sounded as v.
> alwaysasan F.
S, as in son, and also as an sk. - It is perhaps impossible
to give any fixed rule for the use of these; but the latter
ronunciation is most common, where s is preceded or fol+
owed by a slender vowel, or when it terminates a word,
 is always as an A. .
_ T isalways sounded as ¢k in thick, but often somewhat
thicker, as if it were preceded by a d. When aspirated,.
it is pronounced asA. ' .
The immutable consonants, J, #, and 7, never suffer change
from aspiration or eclipsis. ' '
" L hastwo sounds, simple:and liquid : the first as in the
English ward leap ; the second like the last Z in million, '
. N has also two souuds; 1st. Like n in never ; the second,
like = in news. '
. R has likewise twa sounds; the first liker in 7oad; the
second like r in clarion. The single r*¢is formed by, slightly’
— tauchingthe soundof e, beforeas well asafter the r."«Neslsan,

1]



3
»

We come now to the consideration of compound letters,
as I. Vowels, which are'either 1, -diphthongs, or 2, triph-
thongs ; 'and'II. Consonants, which are either 1, doubled,
or 2, joined toothers. ~ " " ‘ o

The diphthongs are 13 in number, and the ttiphthongs 5%
of thesé the following diphthongs, and all-the: triphthongs,
are alwaye'long; and in printing or writing them -the accent
is often omitted— - .

ae, a0, ev, 14, & va; O’Reilly adds,e0 & .

Pronunciation. o 'E..z"am'ple.' B
1. ae, always long ; aswy in say ;—3ael, Irish. -
2. &), long as aw; ~ —zap, rumour,
short, as:é in king; .  ‘—ajvzeal,-am angel.

sometimes like ¢ in err; —ap, lawful.
3. ao, always long, as ea in bear ;—caom, beautiful.

4. ea,long, as a in care; —rmeap,ablackberry.
short,as @in art;. ~ —ceanc, right.
short, as e in leg ; —bea3, little.
obscure, like the feminine e
in French poetry;  —pnead, stretching out.
5. e1 long,asinfeign; = —venc, alms. -
- short,asein egg; —rperc, sell.

6. eo long, as eo in yeoman; —ceol, asong. .
Jong, with a stress on the 0, ’
- as in mole ; —adlur, knowledge.
short, like yots in-gasng ; —veoé,drink.O’ Brien.
According to Halliday, there are but six instances
"' in use, in whichthis short pronunciation is used.
7. eralwayslong, first as two syllables ;—peué, behold,
‘pronounced pe-ué: ‘
, secondly, as ay in mayor ;—meup, a finger.
8. 14 alwayslong, ee-a, as ee in peer ;—3zn1av, the sun.
8., . g0 long, ee-u, ag eein keen; —rijon, wine.

short, as ¢ in Riss ; - —ljor, a fort.
10. tv long, ad ew in few ; —tjv, worthy.
short, as the French. ew in .

- feu, but ‘shorter ; —thre, rain.,

11. o1, long, and stress on's, as oein sloe ;—cdrn, just.
. long,and strésson 4, as { in mile ;—cojlice, woods.
' A2

-
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Pronunciation, * - Ezample.
1, long, as ee in bee; ~cnojde, heart.
short, as ea in thread, and ' ’
not common ; —oibe, teacher, !

12. va, alwayslong, as oo in poar ;—yuan, cold,
‘18, v1, long, as two syllables;—riyl, the eye,
romounced as soo-il.
F:mg, as uee in gueen;  —bwde, yellow.
short, as u¢ in quill; * ~ —pvyl, the blood.

The five triphthongs all end in 4, and are often-
used to express the genitives, and ‘other inflexions, of
words in which diphthongs eccur. = .

1. a0y, like ea in near ; . —caoin, tender,
2. eoy, like two syllables, with the
. _force.on o, and the i short; —&otn,(Owen )Jokn,
8..141, a8 ea in year, with a kind of—jajnce ann, the pole
_f:)rce on both #'s. Neilson.) = of the head. ~
4. 1¥1, like the pronunciation of ue
in- fuel, with the force on #,
- andthelatter igentlysounded ;—cjutn meek.
5. uay, with a sound of all the -
vowels; the v as oo, and the
force on it ; the others very
quick, as 60—d—&e; . —uat, graves,

Thesc examples are chiefly from O'Brien’s Grammar, and
Lynch—authorities relied on by O'Reilly.

Cansonants doubled—ce, pp, and #, used only at the be-
inning of words, and pronounced respectively as g, p, and d.
The double sound of ! and » is formed, as Mr. Neilsont
well remarks, (p. 141,) ¢“by placing thetongue topress onthe
upper fore-teeth and the gums, while the point is percep-
tible between the teeth—the only difference is, that the as-
piration to !is guttural, and to n nasal.” The latter is like
the gn in the French Seigneur. »

Tﬁe sound of 7r is peculiar, and cannot be explained by
writing. Mr. Lynch gave the writer the following rule—
* primum levigatum, secundum aspiratum.”

. Consonants joined together; and these are of twe
kinds—1. such as influence each other in the manner called
Eclipsis; 2. suchas do noty __ :
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- 1. Eclipsis is of most important ¢onsideration in the study
of the Irish language, as by it, and by the aspiration of
initial Jetters, of which we have already treated, are chiefly
marked the inflexions of verbs and nouns. It is when the
Jeading consonant of any word is made to become entirely
mute, or much altered in its sound, by having another con«
sonant prefixed. . .

All the mutables, except m, are subject to eclipsis; the
fmmutables cannet be eclipsed, - And a consonant, to be
eclipsed, must be followed by a vowel, by7 or 7, orby s bep
foreann., . .

“Is to be pronounced

m [ 7 b thus, ap mbpon; our sorrow ;—amn mnoy. . :
g ¢ — AL TCUANIC, OUT ViSit;—ap Zuajpe, -
n| o | 4 — anpvo¥l, ourdesire; ~—appwl. -
b | &| f —— apbpxl,ourblood; —ap bl
ni3 g ap D5var, our danger ;—ap pvaqp.
b|{®}{p . an bpajrde, our child ;—an bajroe.
t |l s —— ancrlac, the rod; ©  —anclac.

d || J t —— anocip,our country ; —ap djp.’

It is to be particularly remembered, that the eclipsing
letters are added to the commencement of each word ; s0
that, in looking in the Dictionary for these several terms, we
shall find them there under the second letter: thus, look for
: Zeuaine under C. From this it is clear, that, although the
eclipsed letter be omitted in pronunciation,it mustnot be so in
writing ; no more than we can omit & in writing the word knot.

F is said by Vallancey to be eclipsed by m, d, and
¢ ; but he confounds with eclipsing certain cases, in
which the possessive pronouns mo, de, and to, for vo,
are united with the following noun : in such eases apos-
trophes should in propriety ‘have been nsed, as o’feans,
for vo fean3, thine anger. - There is a pecaliarity in
the eclipsing of f by a b, which is, that if it be followed
by a broad vowel, the: b becomes mutable and is
sounded as v or w; thus in the instance adduced of
bypuj! pronounced bujl. o

The pronunciation of ng is very peculiar, and'not to be
described by & strict analogy: itis to be uttered with a

-4 [
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pasal catch, like ng in king, but much stronger; and never
as if written thusy fungus. .- )

" S does not sufter eclipsis except followed. by {, » or »,
and preceded by the srticle an.—O'Reily. -

" Alist of cases in which eclipsis takes pilace, as well as
those where aspiration oeccues, shall be given hereafter;
and, note, the same circumstances which require eclipsis in
consonants, require the use. of n before vowels..—0’ Reilly.

2. Consaonants joined together in the same word, where
eclipsia does not operate.

.gn has a peculiar sound, rather nasal; and as if a very
slender ¢, or the sheva, as in Hebrew, were pronounced
between them. .
ol.as i, as coolad, sleep—pronounced collad.

Iy as ll, as eolna, flesh—colla. 4
oy i3 pronounced-as vy, as ceadna, the same—canna,
-with the peculiar pronunciation of nn explained in p. 8.

In many cases the slight sound of e, of which we have
spoken, is frequently heard between other consonants,
when they occur united in the same word. .

I must observe, that, in treating of pronunciation, I have
advanced nothing but on the best admitted authorities.

Ezxercises, principully for the pronunciation of the
aspirated, liquid, and double consonants, extracted
literatim from Patrick Lynch’s Sop-ojpear.

Meaning. Pronunciation. ,
& ¢or, ‘his foot; = a chuss,
4 bpac,  his eover; a vrath.
\ & dun, his fort ; ayhoon.

. #mant, _ his beef; avdrth.
a%onc,  hisgarden; ayhurth .
& Iy O man! airr.

IS fvégt, his kiss ; « foag.
& tuil, - his eye; a hoo-il.
‘& Eip,y his land ;. a hee-ir.
LIQUIDS.
Femin, - Pronunciation.

law, hand; o lam, her band;  all kauv.
veaps, force; 4 neapc, her force; anm ydrih.
M3, aking; & 3, ber king; arrhee,

Lt o =




cc as' 5, as ap céeomc, our right;
PP as b, as ap pppay, our need;

.'g

DOUBLE LETTERS.

Tt as b, as apcre(pe, our

n3 nasal as apvznemm,

Words of more difficult or peculiar pronunciation,

Jrom the same.

adance,
Aja1d,
adnad,
atam,
abbap,
boze,
bujbean,
caban,
rozorl
poléa,
Koba, -
Blumury
obap, -
ojteamnad,
namean,
ramluzad,
cordbre,
balb,
ceals,
»oqlb,
eAnTy
;ellb,s
reals,
A1E1T11540,
bajbeacarac,

Meaninrg.

horn,
face,
adore,
river,
cause,

a bow,
property,
suceour,
to get, .
covering,

- smith,
- fir-tree,

leper,
tting,

at,
pattern,
apparition,
stuttering,
a’sting,
SOTTOW,
anger,
ossession,
?nild, :
blasphemy,
thankful,

cojm-~earuiad, comparison, ..
feat-performing, gneeovedghiach.

Fntor=eadtac,
laetearijuyl,

daily,

ar garth.
ar braw-in.

fire; ar dinné.
our hate;

ar-ngraw-in.

A Y

Pronunciation.

eye-are.
eye.
eyerw,
avouin,
awur.
borw.
buee-an. '
cowair.
Jowill.
Jullaccha,
gorw.
gee-ooish,
llowvar.
errunach.
rawwar.
sawvloo.
thoevshey, :
balluv. :
kallag.
dolliv.

. farrag. v

shelliv.
shalhig.
aw-hishshoo,
baechassach.,
COVYASsS00.

laehago-il, .
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WORDS, OR PARTS OF SPEECH.

I snars adopt Mr. O’Reilly’s division of the parts of
speech into ten, in preference to that of Mr. O'Brien, who
does not“separate the adjective from the noun ; or that of
Mr. Halliday, who omits the: pasticiple. They are the
Article, Noun Substantive, Noun Adjective, Pronoun,
Verb, Participle, Adverb, Conjunction, Preposition, and
Interjection. S ) : )

Of the ARTICLE.

There is but one Article, an, which signifies #ke :
it has but one variation, na, whick accurs in the geni-
tive case singular of the feminine gender, and, in all
the cases of the plural ; yis added in the genitive plural,
when the noun commences with a vowel, or with the in-
fluenced letters, » or z, but. the » in this case more
properly belougs to thenoun. . It is thus declined—

. Singular. Plyral.
Nom. av . LY
" Gen. Masc. an, Fem. pa.cncecnnnee . D&

Dat. av ....c... grasesanasass sanees -

In dative and ablative cases, when following the pre-
positions: vo f0, o under, us and o from, and some
others ending with vowels, an unites with the preposi-
tion, and the & is omitted : ex. do'nyva’n, and o'y, for
®o an, va an, and o ap; but in sueh cases an apostrophe
should properly be written or printed.

_ Of NOUNS SUBSTANTIVE.

To Nouns belong number, gender, case, and declension,
There are but two numbers in Irish, singular -and plural ;
but two genders, masculine and feminine ; and six cases, the
Nominative, Genitive, Dative, Accusative, Vocative, and
Ablative,

.
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Declension shews forth the changes which nouns undergo
in their several verieties of number and case. There is
nothing in which modern Irish Gramimaridns differ so mueh,
and so materially, as in the declension of mpuns: .seme .of
them, forgetting the gr@tmtiqﬁ:{ and eastern ‘charapcter
of the language, have endeavoured to cramp it.to the mould
of European rules. A Grammarian should not, indeed,
forget the influence which these wust naturally haié upon
a tongue, which, although preserved with -astonishing onigi-
nality, must, through the use of jt by persons in continual
contact with others whose langusge was copstructed ong
different principle, have bent much to assimilate with it.
1t will therefore be found, that, according-to the system of
O'Brien, adopted by O’Reilly, and most_others, we must
look for theinflexions of neuns. chiefly to the begimning of
the words, while we must not neglect their terminations.
Acting -apon rtbis‘.lirincig , it matters not whether,. mith
O’Brien, I make the number of declensions to be three ; or,
with O'Reilly, four; as his first'and second ‘are but sub.
divisions of -O’Brien’s first. O’Reilly’s division is perhaps
preferable; and 1 shall follow it, because it induces fewer
exceptions to general rules. S -

Respecting tbe formation of the cases of regular nougs, I
must premise, that the Nominative and Accusative, in both
Substantives and Adjectives, are always the same; so are
the Dative and Ablative—I shall not, therefore, from
henceforth,always.notice'the A ccusative or Ablative cases, h
speaking of the'rules, or exhibiting the declensions, of either
species of Nouns. ll'he ‘Vocative of mascaline nouns is gen-
erally like -the Nominative,. and the Vocative of Feminine
sometimes - like the’ Nominative. The Nomingtive Plural 48
generglly the same with the Genitive Sin%’g::r;' and the

enitive Plurnl with Nominative Singular. The first part-of
this rule will be found to algreg with many .other languages,
for instance, in‘the Latin, l2bré, &c. - b ’

The first declension of Substantives is of Feminine Nouns,
comménging vith . vowals ;. the Geditive :requires 4 to tie
prefixed; so do all the other cases of the lfl,n_tal,'e:cep; the
Genitive, which requires an » after the article.

e . - -
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¢ Etample—o3, *a virgin.

Sing. ur.
Nom. an o3, the virgin. Nom. va hoza, the virging.
Gen. na hoy3, of the virgin. Gen. na nog, of the virgins.
‘Dat. 0’y or bo an 013, to Dat. 6 va hojarb, to the

the virgin. virgins.
2d Decl. Masculine Nouns beginning with vowels.

The Nom. and Accusative Singular require # to be pre-
fixed.. The Genitive Singular suffers no change. The
Plural is as in the first Declension.

Exrample— o.g, *q fish,
a.

Sing. 3 r. _
-Nom. antiarg, thefish. Nom.nahetrc,hiarca,thefishes.
.Gen. ay &rc: Gen: vanarc. .

Dat.p0’n, orvo an 1ar3. Dal. vo na harcard, hrarca.

* The gender, then, of a nonn béginning with a vowel is
easily ascertained in the singular number ; for, if ¢ be pre-
fixed to the Nominative or Accusative, or .4 omitted from

- the Genitive, it is masculine, N

8d Decl. Feminine nouns beginning with consonants.

In this declension the initial letter of gen. sing. never
suffers variation, but all mutable consonants, (except d, s,
and #,) if the article is used, must be aspirated in the other
.cases of the sing. In the plural there is no change, except
Jn the gen. which must be eclipsed if commencing with a
.consonant that can suffer eclipsis, unless itbean s. Some
.grammarians eclipse the dative; and O'Reilly, by his ex-
.ample,. which is that used here, allows that it may be
- gometimes expressed by eclipsis, sometimes by aspiration.

©. " BExample—¢olam, a dove.
Sing. - ' Plur.
Nom. an éolam, the dove. Nom.na colaime,orcolama.
.Gen.na colayme, or colama. Gen. va Fcolam.
Dat. vo'y dolam, 5colam,or Dat.vo na colamarb.
colagmes

-

* The addition of the article changes the meaning from & 1o tke, from
indefinite to definite; . .
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If the noun bagin with" s, followed:by .. vowel, or by -l
or r, it must be eclipsed ingtead of aspirated, by hawing # pee- -
fixed to gll the cases of the sing. except the gen. and.vocative. -

. Example—rsl, an eyes :

Nom. av cril, the eye.
Gen. no riyle.
Dat. vo’ncriyl. - ‘
4th Decl. . Masculine Nouns, beginning with consonants. .
In this, the initial letter of the gen. sing.'if a mutable con-

sonant must be aspirated, except it be an s. followed by a

vowel, or. by I or ». The dative sing. must be aspirated

or eclipsed.  The gen. plur. must be eclipsed, and the vo--
cptives aspirated. The other cases suffer no change’ :

Dand ¢ sometimes afford an exception, as Dja ' Gbd,
gen. De. . : s "

‘ Ezample—cnab, a tree.
- : ing. ‘ i Plur.

Nom. ayopab, the tree. Nom.na cparp.

- Gen. anéparh. Gen. na zcpai.

Dat. v0’pzenai orénarp. Dat. bova cnabaib—cnadas.
Nouns of this declension, beginning with s, and followed
by a vowel, or by / or 7, require ¢ to be prefixed in the Gen.
Dat. and Abl. Sing. : e
Immutable consonants suffer no initial changes :* but, if
the pouns with which they commence be feminine, they
are tlnarked by abroader or double pronunciation after the
artigle.” 7 7 ST 4
"The “inflexions of nouns .are ‘1. often connected with .
changés in “the vowels contained in them; these 'be't:'ogm'
more atténuated'than -in the 'Nom. cases; or the reverse:
they #iso: 2. infldence the terminations of npuns. Con-

. nected with the changes:of: the vowels, it-' will be -neeessary
to make some observations.on the Genders 6f Noons ; ‘butT
shall xery much diminish the number of: rules, with their’
exceptions, which are laid down by grammariais, as they
are difficult, uncertain, and perplexing; and present only
a‘few of them, and such as are generally admitted tobe
cérrect.¥* - ' T

4

‘e 1t is recommended to the learner not to incumber bimself with there*
rules, unil h¢ may bave acquired some general knowledge:of the lan~
guege, - ~- _ - -, . o N -
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One test of Genders is the use of the article in the gen.
sing. If an ‘agrees with the noun it is masc.—~if ra, fem.
The use of .the agpirated gen. sing. and of the ¢ or k-prew *
fixed, according to rules already ﬁaid down, are also tests.
Most nouns whose last vowel is broad, or an e followed by a
. consonant, are masc. and those whose last vowel is slender,
are fem. All proper names of men, and in general names of
offices belonging to men, and nouns signifying males, are
masculine ; but names of women, and of offices peculiar te
them, and nouns signifying females, are feminine.

TFhe names of countriés and rivers are feminine. ** = "

- Diminutives ending in eay or an are masculine, and -
those ending in 203, o3, or {n, are feminine. ‘e

Derivatives ending in aé, a18e, vide, -affie, &) oy

or eo(jt, and derivative or abstract noyns in:ar or ¢f,
are masculine.” - ' R

Those taking an  increase, and ending in a slender
vowel, are feminine, as bvaive, perpetuity ;- and ab-
stract nouns ending in aéc or eco are feminine. '

Nouns compounded of two substantives are of the gen'der."
of the latter. _ S T

2. With respect to the inflexions of the terminations, of "
nouns, the rules that are simplé and most gengral are as .
fo]lo-ws__ . e e B . :

:1. The dative and abl. sing. generally terminate like
the nom. sing. but the dative and ablative plural ‘are
formed by the addition of a1b, if the last vowel of the"
nom, sing. be broad, and of 1b if it be slender. Some
nouns, however, that transpose their final consonaiit in |
the gen. sing. as valaé, a burden, gen. valéa, form the .
dat. and abi plur. by making the addition to’the gen. :
as valcab : bat .in words of one syllable, they some- .
times énd like the nom. pluf. as va i $he men, .
vona rinto the men. - : - . .

2. Regular masculine nouns endi ﬁ in unaspirated
consonants, seldom change their final letter ; but, if the
last vowel be broad, itis attenuated in the gen. by the
insertion of 1 after it, thus bpac, a garment, gen. bpajz;
if of ‘the feminine 'gender, they require, besides

-
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this attennation, (where the last vowel is broad,) the
, addition e to the gen. thus, T, a country, gen. sing.
Tipe ; cor, aleg, corre. .

3. Regular nouns ending in aspirated consonants,
excepting ¢; seldom vary their terminations in any
cases, except the dat. plur. ; but if the nom. terminate in
¢, the gen. sing. generally ends-in"3: some nouns
of one syllable, as eac @ korse,laoé a hero, cpoé saf-
Jrom, retain & in the gen. thus, e1¢ of a horse, &e.

" 4. Words having a or o far their last vowel, are often
irregular in their attenuation; but: the diphthong ea
is generally changed . into. ej.or 1, ev into eot, 1& into
e1, and 1o into ea in the masculine, and 1 in the femi-
nine, though with exceptions. . .

5. Nouns ‘in n, except derivatives in oin, usnally
have the gen. sing. ap or ans in the masculine, and a, oé.
or a&a in thefeminine ;" as cataip a chair, gen. catpada.

6. Noans ending in vowels generally terminate all the
cases of the sing. alike, but some take pa or apa in the

. sing. : many nouns ending in vowels make no
g:al change in-any case but the dat..aud abl plural. -

7. Substantives ending in ym, or'{5m, genetally make
their plurals in avpa. oo oo i .

8. ¥n masc. nouns the voc. terminates like the gen,
excepting sush as take a broad: increase in the gen.

Fem. nouns terminate- their voc. likethenom: . .

I have taken much pains to condense from the best au-
thorities, and to simplify the foregoing rules. They seem to
admit of the fewest exceptions; and I think that it will suffi-
ciently appear, from a consideration of them, and &till more
were the subject to be followed through the conflicting opt-
nions of grammarians, that any attempt to regulate elge in-
flexions of nouns, by exclusive or principal attention to their
final changes and attenuations, is contrary to ‘the genius-of
the Irish language, and must lead to endless perplexity..

B . R S PR .

. I shall present -here the modes of - declining the fol-
Jowing nouns—:la:« - day, mia -montk; cns a hovel, bs
a con, begn a woman, and clap children. I omit many’
others that are irregular, but of less common use. -
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- "The following are taken'from O'Brien and O’ Réilly.

s a day, mas.

.. .Sing. - Plur.
‘Nom. 1a peeeee Laete, lavjie.
Gen. lae, lao reesses 180 .
Dat. 1, lo....... ' l4eé1b laojtibs
mi ‘amonth, mase. and fem. '
- Sing. " Plurs
Now. a1 fyf, OF M cercerercrrecnscice. DAMOTA
Gen. na mioro., O a1 0P coevvcreenne vami, or mfor.
.M bo'’n mjr, OF M censinsninrssessenss o pe myorqb
cpo a lwvel, masc .
oo .Singy, Plyr. ;
Nom. ay cpo cuensasssssnssnessieans Db c;w.o1 or. cpacfie.
Gen. 4y cmo| seerassniaranes w. Do ZCpO OrCpd.
Dat.vo’pzend, or épt, or cpd. BONE cpo.oﬂ'z or. a}u:omﬁ
bé a cw, fem, - v
Smy. : Pl ' ,
Nom, a9 b8 “wivsea resorenss mb«;orlm
Gen, ya bd, orb&w.‘ resivoniniore D THDEY
Dat bo‘o (.7} S verrecess A lmbmq& K
"‘I"‘ ben‘oawmnan,'ﬂem TR
-8 ' Plltf- : -
Nom. ané " vvsesraseess DA MO : o
Gen. vo mm s ervengseens DO bAD O Mban.
Dat. bo"dﬂmaq — I LT ;
cha a tribe, or ohildren fem. '
Nom: clu) 94 clada. '
G va clofhe .veererecreeenens na zcladarn.
__Dat 80’y zelorh vopa clajatb.

1 is expressive of the diminuuon of a substantive,
thus, cnoc a kill, cnocan a hillock. Some of these
Rave ibferior d!mmmods, as cnojcth & verysmall Aill.
“Fhese are formed by adding the | of the primittve gen.
g the penultimate syllable, amd chnglng' the last 4

tof, -
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Of NOUNS ADJECTIVE. -

Nouns Adjective abound in the Irish language, and to
them its poetry owes much of its beauty and force: like’
substantives they suffer changes, both in their initials and
terminatlons, which mark their relation to other words';. anti
the same circumstances contribute to these changes, as
cause similar variations in substantives. - ‘

The adjectives generally follow their substantive ; and, -
when they precede them, they suffer no change in their
termination ; but, if they begin with vowels, they will require
a ¢ prefixed tothe nem sing. masc.and to the gen.plural,when
preceded by the article. They suffer no change in the nonr..
sing. on account of gender, and none in their terminations,
when they end with vowels.

Adjectives following substantives generally suffer changes
as follows— . ’ : -

1. With mutables for their initials, (except d, s, or ¢, fol- .
lowing a noun ending with'z,) they must be aspirated in the .
nom.* and voc.'sing. of the fem. gender, and in the gen.
dat. and voc. sing of the masc. gender; likewise in the
plural the gen. fem. must be aspirated—and, note, the gen.
sing. i3 eclipsed in the same gender. - .

2. Terminating in consonants, and having 1. Their last
vowel broad, ‘they require in the masc. gender an ¢ after
them, or'else ‘to have the broad vowel changed to aniin
the gen. sing. but, if they be of the fem. gender, there must
be added a small increase in 'the gen. sing. 2. If their last
vowel be slender, there is no change fromr the nom. in the
gen. masc. but a smallincrease in the gen. fem. And

8. According to some grammarians, all the cases of the
plural, except the gen. take a broad increase, if the last be
a broad vowel ; and - 2 slender -increase,. if the last vowel be
slender. N :

Some few adjectives of one syllable, with their last vowel.
broad, take abroad increase in their gen fem. ; and some, as.
well as substantives, are so irregular, that they are not re-
ducible to rule. '

.

¢ Neilson adds the dat, and abl. alin; ; but.OReilly prefers eclipsiné thems
. B2 -
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Two instances of adjectives, declined in the first three
cases of both numbers, will suffice as examples here.

oneb anv, a kigh tree, muse.

R

Nowe. sy cpaf Av&..:,.l.l-.;..t...r.',' 04 c'ﬂ.@ﬁ{ A%,

Gon. 4y ERAYH MID.cernsariniser Vb FCRATAPD. . .

Dat. o0’y épad or FERADH aftb.... . Ba Da cpaldath anda. .
boas o, @ fall s, o,

Nom. aDBEAD AfID..vccrceceserms T THDA ARBE, OT ATOA,

Gen. Da-HDs AINDE: ,..orvee-nee B bat) 4110, ' .

Dat. po’pmnaac) ano,0ra1jid b0 da myx1b ampoe,orapdas
DEGREES oF COMPARISON.

There are regularly ‘but three; but in poetry the bardsy
#s Mr. O’Brien remarks, ¢ passed the ordinary bounds;
and upon the superlative, which their heated imaginatiens
made the positive degree, ljaised a second co ative and
superlative;” and on this even a third of each of these.

The comparative now in comimon use.is formed by adding
« to the positive ; and attenuating the last vowel, if it be
broad. li‘h(-: superlative is the same as the comparative,
with the addition of the particle ar. Itis also expressed by
the following particles added to the positive, which aspirate
its-initial letter, if it be a mutable consonant. J

A Tap po.

\

Njor corrupted from vj 14 or nj by, is oftent prefixed
tothe comparative: 1 signifies very ; and js rather asign
of eminent quality in a thing, than a degree of com-
parison; so also are gfp, vn, and according to Mr.

O'Reilly, rap: an is a particle of excess still more.
forcible.

“The following adjectives are irregular in their com~
purison—{Se¢ O'Reilly, Lynch, &c.) § '
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- . Positive. - . ., Comparglive. . ..

mAIE, good ..cveeriinnnene. rem, rejmoe. - .
olc, bad...........c..... wepiase s MELAY:WITLR, mgnbe.

Mo, ELEAL. -coviviirreienryenne MO, MOTDE. - .
b, little ...t WGay Irgagpe. ..

31, short . ..... - 31014y B0, .
rapaslong .o, .. BalDe, T4, aTo1oe, ;-gmpeQ
E;ﬁit’}euy ............... pwro., y.‘vroqbe Yoy \erq‘be.
'Tgly DOt cvvitrriiurennn. 10RO, TefEE, cejpe. |
085y GO0 oiepurnsnayeors DGEy +

FOBYI, BERL vyt FOIETE), pojrge.. .

, Adjectwes of pIace eml i 'a¢, added to thé name of
the place a; thus, SFMn Spain, Spaeac Spanish, and
also a Sj aniard, o r Spanish man.

.A,d_;ecuves ot' numbers are as fo.low»—(see JIVezIson, &c.)

v e e ("ardmal , Ordinal, as ﬁr@t, &c,
N N L _cevo. .
2, ,. .. D0, Qrda, . Dopa. i
v By TR - Tjear.
__ceo.co,w,orce]cpe,cgcnarr)«b,.
.. 5y . .cNE, cYized.. ‘
N 6, .. " Tre - ‘ reyregs.
T ' rece, reactmw
. 8§ ) &k, - . otchad.”
G Gyt e vaoy, L DaAdiiAS.
10,0 - i Defe, - Be1émad,
.m‘thnc t‘ollow, up to: twenty, s expresued by combinu
tions of the forcgomg, thus— ' .. :
-+ M, aoy deagy, o.onw beag.-
20, riECe; D MEcead. - | !
: 'el : 40D AZHY E1Ete, aohiad piEteady:

wo Yrjdée, - vaparEiead.
Two more msunees wilk exhdnt the. na.!ure of these COm-
pound», ap to 1006 - -
. .80, be10 ap mmgl:, &ew‘mg& an n):ceab.

3l; - eondtazy mwe?, wmogs q‘ncogb.
. 100, Céud,y :
.:20Q, . . .:0AGEAD, ;- bo. ceab. o .

1000, milep . L e .-.mqh. B
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There is an idiom in very common use, which is to"call 7
great 6— . . - .. .o !
. Ex. MO FeIrsp, 7. - - - oo
Persons are thus—aon, one person; djr- or beync,
two persons; cniup, three; and so on, ceidpan,
C¥ZEN, FeIren, Teéactan, octan, naonhar, dbejChaman.
Numbers over ten are thus expressed—aon-gen-dévs,
eleven men, &c. The influence of these on aspiration
shall be noticed hereafter. o
The termination of a vowel before n is therefore often’
indicative of person, and, added to-aword, gives it that
character ; thus,melca deceived, meleain oroyn deceiver.
The termination acc is, in general, the sign of a sub-
_ stantive formed from an "adjective, somewhat similar to.
the termination ness in English, thus, peanarsl manly,
teanamwlace manliness. When the primitive ‘adjec-
tive ends in ta, the substantive is formed by the addi-
tion of r, thus, macanca konest, macancar konesty.
The following example will serve to exhibit some of
the combinations usual in the formation of derivative
words in the Irish language; but I do not coneeive it
necessary to enlarge upon this subject here.

mealca deceived, is the part. past of the verb fo deceive.
mealcain a deceiver, mealcaineéc deceit.
mealcan a low decetver. melcanar low deceit.

There is a general rule in the eomposition of words,
which is much quarrelled with by - many grammarians,
as hayving somewhat injured the language; by the atrist-
ness with which it has been adhered to. It will be
found to-kave been very generally adopted. 1t is tech-
nically called leatan pe leatan, 7 caol pe caol; or
broad with broad, and slender with slender ; and it
makes it necessary, ‘thaé-the vowel whieh goes be-
Jore a consonant, must be of the same cluss with the
vowel which follows that consonant ; i.e. both broad,
or both slender.”’ Hence we have reall treason, and
realcatnatraitor ; but from cajne speech, we cannot by
this rule have catycaip, so that this termination must be
thus, cajnceoip.—(See O’ Reilly’s Prefage to his Di
tionary, c. 11. Nejison and O’Briep) .
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Al ey
L]

U o 'PRONOUNS.) L,
Promm are oP si® kinds~Persontil, PGsSesswe, ReTt-
twe, Demonstnmve, Interrogatwe, and Indeﬁ\me. .

" The Pe,rsonal Pronouns ATer—me: I, v thow, or ydw,
e orre he, j.or g she, They, are thug dsqlmed-—-' .

L[4

' me, L.
Smg ' . Plur.
Nom. me I ......cccueuuene Werenrionnd T We,
Gen. mo mine, or of me ... ap our, or of us.

.kt

Dat. 54’y oro0’h, forbon)e, o¥, for 00 1, to us.

to me. ) T
Aoes WeME: .ui.iriieiinena (D OF n?y\l's o
Ab. va’'m,for vad me,from me vm’jﬂ, for w.B ; ﬁbm ub.
' RN scv;Mr et :-.,;
Nom Tr thou ........................ 15 or b ye.

Gen. vo thine or of thee... banorbvy, your,orquou.
Dat. vy, fér bod‘ to; tht-e 8’16, forboﬂi to ye.
““‘ ‘u \ocl -.uouon--o 150" T‘B’ yﬁ o

-Voa, lérps - O'tlad d.....,, ..., 1B re O ye!: ' -
b, «m’swrm'e, forvw 4113, foryas fv, n’om yé.
kv friom thee,

' et
E R L

fy "ee " . !
"'\\\v‘wh&mar“hé‘: L
Smgular ' Rlaral;,\z. IRTRRTIEN |

3

|Nowt, ve he, and she nicn mb:ar rom theys. -
Gen. . hs,ato, of him, hews, o their ar:of thea.

or of her .
'Dat' 0 to Kim ; 8%, forvo 1, oot to them. ' B
" to’ . ;
Ace. e bdim, i t, fler..'.. ....... vy wb ' them.

Ab. vad from hii; vaj’a & vadty from tbem
vabty, forvad 1, from her. . Coy

¢ The possessi¥es are, ind mine, bo thirfe, or your,  his,
hers, its, or theirs.- - These ark oy the genitives of tb'b
personal pronouns, '
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There is an emphatic form belonging to both per-
sonal and possessive pronouns—thus, me is I; but the
. addition of re thus, mjre, creates the emphatic méan-
ing, I myself. L
This addition is of re oryre in the 1st person, ra in
+the 2d, and 11, 11y, or ran, in the 8d personsing. e in
tlie ::];t ‘person, re in the 2d, and pan in the 3d person
plural, .

. Ezumple.. ... -

mire myself, .
Trra thyself, byicpa to thyself. IR
. Térivor érgy himself,yr) or. ririherself, no rento hinmself.
,19ne or rinve ourselves. . .
t1bre yourselves, bjbre to yourselves.
T14DFaAD OF jaDPaD themulics, "dojbrev te themselves.
i e T *

The emphatic increase, when added to &mesnive
pronoun, is generally put to the noun that. ws it,
thus, mo lath ra my kand ; but an hyphen should .pra-
_perly be used, thus, mo.lam-ra. The ingrease to pos-
sessives is pa in the sing. and 2d person plyra), ve in
the 1st, and panin the 3d person plural.

Feiv is a word expressive of self or own, and is used
with possessive pronouns in like manner, e. g. mo lam
re, mine onn hand. . o S

tvm or rvm ocour’in some’ matinberipts- subjoined
in the emphatic form to the different person of pe.- -

Personal and possessive pronouns are often ¢ampounded
with prepositions, so as to appear but one word. The
learner should become well acquainted with these, as the;
are almost always used in combination, .and withéut ab
apostrophe, or other mark, to note their being so com-
pounded. : -

The letters a, |, T, &, OF p, are often introduced to

connect the words: the latter, however, only in; the 34
person, : -



23

Three examples of this mode of combination will serve
¢ toillustrate this subject here. -

. .. Exemple—az with.
AF—ME coucuuecne azem with me.

N == TY  seeescecs AS‘b —— thee-
— e Y ‘him, .
— ] e, a1cy — her.
= 19 eeceeees AZUIH — us.
= O . 8ZA1D S ye.

7 S -4C4 ¢ = thein.

Ti through.

TRF—MO v enim  through me. _

— TV sreeeeereneen CRiT, =———p thee.” . . ;
S5 € sssnins THD e—ememme him. “
— 1 esecerecrsee TjE|  =——— her. .
— l“’ seresseceree tnir’ . ———t———— 8. "'
— . ’B sesdorvencanen t“ib N '——-—-—nnye.

L.

& envecseennn TpjOZA

>
[}

them, - .

o to.

DO—M0 sesssrscrees DOM tO my,
s B0 iweniranien. DOD — thy,
— & e t’a — his or her.
el L N dap — our.
"t & seesieecdds 8’6 — their.

In possessive. pronouns thé: third pefson singular, and se. *

cond and third plural, do not unite with the preposition ; and '

in the thitd persons:aing..and plur.:they require dn n to be

prefixed, thus— . nd
ron’a, under his, her, or their.

The emphatic increase of the personal compounds
is as in the case of the primitives, thus, azampra with
myself ; but the possessive compounds require that the
increase should follow the noun with which they are
connected, thus, em latira with mine own hand,

“
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. The fonr other kinds ofquonom:g 'ueindndgpau.,' y

The relative pronouns are 4, who, whick, that, all
that, whatever ; and ot 'qota, who,’ which : they are
mdeclmable. o _

Thedemonsﬁ‘atweprmnnsm,ro, this, th‘es here;
t1v, that, thw, tkere' rv‘band vb,ﬂmt thm, there, or
yo” il

Interrogatwe pmnotms ore. cqa,ce,cq; who whick ;
18, cned, Cadywhat ;. co,mhat, where.:. - -

These interrogatives combined with adverbs, make the
following words in very commpn use—y

cafon, -~When, * ~ or ca, or caps, what time?
catde, - Wherefore, or ca pad,” what cause ?
caer, - WIENCE,™ “or caar, - = whatfrom?
caic, --whem;=— or'caaic’ . what place?
capa, -howlomg; or c4 pava, - ‘what long ?
clonar, ‘How; ™" or candry what mode ?
clonad, -where; ~ “or catonad, °  ‘what place?
cpead, what, or ¢4 [1400, what thing ?

O’Brien mentions, 54, CAD, 5D, C4, Céy 34, and ze,
as mterroganve advex:blals that are indiscriminately
used. .

Indeﬁmte pronouns qre ay ce, ap Ch he,. or the per-
son who, or that ; caé, 5aé, all, every ; cvio, e13m,
some,; Ak, 21le, oile, ather; vile, all; veas, any
one ; ce be, c15.be, 715 hey mhaosocver, whatsvever
wluch are goptractions.of .cja and babd, or bvb, Wus, or.
were. f

e vee



25
Of VERBS and PARTICIPLES.

Verbs are of four kinds, Active, Passive, Impersopal and
Neuter—the.latter have no.passive -voice, the impersonals
have a passive termination. . ‘

(All regular verbs have' 1. two voices, Active and Passive.

2..8ix Moods, Imperative, Indicative, Potential,: Condi-
tional, Consuetudinal, and Jnfinitive.

3. Three Tenses, Present, Past, and Future; these tenses
have_each. of them a relative form, gaverned by a relative
Ppronoun, expressed or understood.

4. Two Numbers, Singular and. Plural.

5. Three Persons; and i .

6. Three Participles, Present, Past, and Futyre.

Mr. O'Reilly and others very properly make but one
co:gugation, for the final Vowel being broad or long makes
no difference in regard to the general rules of inflection.

Verbs as well as Pronouns have an emphatic form, thuse

tam I am, caymne I myself am.

The second person sing. imper. mood is the root of the
Verb; but it appears in gictionaries under the first person
sing. indic. moed, and present tense. .

'%‘he. Consuetudinal Mood is denied by some grammarians,
but I adopt it on the authority of O'Reilly, Lynch, Halliday,
and others: and it will be ‘clear to any reader of Neilson,
that he should have made’it a mood, and not a tense, as he
makes it to be sometimes past,.sometimes future.

The inflections of Verbs are very much distinguished
by initial changes, which appear in the example, and shall
a{so be presented in one view hereafter.

The following general rules respecting final changes are
borrowed from O!Brien. ) _

1. NoVerb can grammatically end in.m or ¢ in the plural,
or o'in the singular. . -

2. The first pers. sing. indic. mood, pres. tense, ia always
formed by adding am or |m to the root, according as its
final vowel be broad or slenter. »

3. The letter £ should never-be omitted .in the future
tense of any verb, except the Auxiliary ; thus, meal deceive

_thou, mealrad I will deceive. This letter is also always
used in the potential and conditional moods.

4. Active Verbs in the consuet. maod, change the final’
m of the first pers. sing. indic. mood, pres. tense into #, if

c
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the pronoun accompany it ; but that mood in passive verbs
Js formed by adding r to their participles.
+ 5. When a relative is either written or understood, all
the persons of the indic. pres. end in as or eas ; but the past
tense ends like the root of the verb.

" The preceding rules are such as are most generally ac-
knowledged and important—the student will learn others
best, from the example of a regularly conjugated verb.
It is to be observed, that grammarians give two conju-
‘ gatlons of a regular verb, the antient and the modern—the

rst i¢ more common in books ; the latter in conversation,

and it does appear to be a bending of the oral language to
the necessity of assimilation with modern tongues, by the
more frequent use of auxiliary verbs and separate particles,
in order to express the various inflections. I conceive it
20 be necessary to exhibit them both ; but it will in the first
pla:e l;{e proper to present the conjugation of the auxiliary,
-to be, &c.

AUXILIARY VERB.

The several modifications of the verb ¢o be are drawn
from five sources—ar or 1r ¢ £8; ca is, it is; ruil s,
it i8 ; no1b was; and by or bd it is.

" 1. Ar or 1y is only used in two tenses of the indicative
mood, as r me I am,or it is I; 1 cu, &c. and ba or °
bud me I was, or ¢t swas I; and so on with the pro-
nouns of the several persons.

This auxiliary is g'equently' used with a repetition
of itself, or of ca, thus, 1p & 11 latoin @t i8 he that is
strong ; 1r me co lajoin ¢t is I that am strong. The
English learner.will here recognise a common Hiber-
- -nicism, which is a literal translation of the Irish idiom.

2, Ta is used only in the present indic:and as a posi-
tive affirmative, instead of the present indic. of bj: &
is very frequently, bat improperly, affixed to it, as
-«tarm I am, .

Indic. present—modern mode.

ta me, or ata me -Jam; and so with the several

personal pronouns,
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Antient mode.

Sing. Plur.
TATM, OF aTATM. TAMUL,TAMAOID,0r ATAMY L
TAIN, TaO(R, OF aTAlR, &e. &e.
TH, O ATA. tabun, catay, cataor, or
atabvp, &e.

TAD, OF aTA|D.
8. bpvil, or vl ts, it ¢s.
Modern mode.

brwlim, or pylym, and bewl, or pvlme I am; bpwjl, or
tuil v thow art; and so through the several persons.,

Antient mode.

Sing. Plyr.
prylm, I am, brvilmin, or bryilmio.
bevilin. bpvlbyp, orbpvylerd.
bevil re. bevilio.
Also, putlim, prilip ov, &e.
Negative - present, (from O Reilly and Neilson.)
Sing. Plur.
1 bpvilim, viel me, or ni’l | vy Brvilmio,bevil rid, nyel-
me I am not. m1d, or vi’lmyo.
01 bevilin, nel, orni’l cu. | oy bpnlq, bevil 11b, nyel,
or nj’l r1b.

91 bevil ra, nrel, or ni’l re. | n1 bevyl, nel, or ni'l prav.
Interrogative, ,of which a or ap prefixed is the sign.
& orapbprilym, or bevil | bpvilmaoid, bevileam, or

me, am I 2 brvil 12
brvilin, or bpviley? bevilmb? .
bgvil re? . brriyo, or prﬂ no.b?

4. na1b was, of which there is but one tense, to wit,

the past. Mr O’Reilly says, that it is a contraction
from po by.

Modern mode.
16 me, I was, or was I ? and so through the persons.
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Antient mode.

Sing. Plur.
fiabay I was. nabaman.
nabear . ] nababan.
a0, - : nabavan.

5. b or bis it is.
Imperative mood.

Sing. Plur.
. I bjod 1D, bidtr, bjodmaoro.

bi, bi5 be thou. biow pb, bidyd,
bra8, or bd re. bjod 108, bib; bjvtr, bisd.

Indicative— Present Tense.
bisym I be, or exist. bidtn 119, bjosmun, bjos-
bid1 ov, bidin. mao[d.
bis1n te. bid1 rb, bjobbvy.’

) bibiv r14d, bjss.
Past Tense.

This tense always requires the aspirvation of the initial,
if a mutable consonant.
- Sing. Plur.
bj, ba, bja me, or bidyp, ba-{bi, or ba D, bjomup, Baman.
‘Bar, bot.
bj, ba, bj® cv, or bidetr, |bj, orba 1ib, bjobvp, babvn.
. badatr.

bi, ba, or bjd re. . b7,0r ba fa0, bjodan, badap.
' Future. '
be1d me, béyv, brao. bett 3, batomvn, barsmys,
betd v, bedm. béym, brodmaoro.

bolb or be1b re. beyd r1b,;bedbrp, bradarh.

betd r1ad, betdip, bjabard.
. Relative bjar or 1y me bjar.
Potential mood—this mood always requires the aspi-
ration of the initial. .
be1d1y, or be1deyi, I would | bed 115, berdmir.
be. be16 mb.
Berdeas. : beyd t1a0, berdor.
beyd re.



29:
*Conditional mood, Present Tense.

Sing.
ma bim, 51519, or b1d1H mé
If 1 be.

ma bdip, or B1519 cv.
me 1165, or b161H re.

Plur.
ma B_|om, bimaoyb, or b5
Tm.
ma b1d1H p1b.
ma 51519 riad.

Past Tense.

b mbedin, or mberd me
I were.

ba mbejbdead, ormbed cv.

o4 mbers, or mbed re.

Future

ma biom If I skall be,

ma brodh o,

ma bloh re,

va mbedmaofr, or mbes
T

oa mbe8E), or mbed p1b.: .

o4 mbedir, or mbed t1ad,
Tense.

ma bjomaod, or biod .
ma bjoh p1b. ‘ '
ma bjod yrad.

Consuetudinal mood—Present Pense.

Sing.
bijm, b&d1m, or bid1H me
I am wsually.
bdin, brah cu,or bidean cv.
by, byad re, or bedeay re,
or bjor. (Lynch.)

Plur.
bimaoo,brah rin,orbidrrd.
be1d, or brab r1b. ’
byd10, byo, or bjad rjav,

Relative betsear, bir, bisean that usually is.

Interrogative,

a4y mbydead 2 .

Past Tense.

po b1 I was usually.

vo bimjir, or bymaorrp.

oo Bita. vo bjz;5.
bo bidead. vo bidir.
No fature.

Infinitive mood

and participles.

90, or & bejt o be. a3 bert being.

141 mbet having been.

an t) beic aboul to be.

* As it is impossible to reconcile

this meod, I shall copy Mr. O'Reilly’s.
c

the grammarians in .the detail of
']
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" The intefrogation is av, and it is often used without
the verb, the latter being understood, as av me ? é5it 12
4y tvi iés ot thow ? &e. This interrogative particle,
used before consonants which can be eclipsed, causes
eclipse, when the v is generally omitted, as & mbdn
v ! do you be ? and often the particle is dropped thus—
mbd1p tv? ’

The negatives of this verb are va in the imperative,
and #1 in the othér moods. . .

Note, that the tenses of the potential mood . may be
formed; by prefixing 4t or {1 for the present, ba for the
past, and bub for the future tense,.to such words as
cdrp right, e 51 necessity, reyoin power, &c.; followed
by the pronoun, which is properly the nominative to
the verb, and the'verb ftself in the infinitive mood;
thus—ba ¢6ip Bam, (of bo me,) & berc I should heve
heen ; literally, #¢ is right for me to have been, or de.
They are also formed by placing c151m I come or agree,
used impersonally ; or cajtp)d must, or it obliges ; in
like mannér before the pronoun and verb ; thus—m
135 Liom, (orle the,) o beit I cannot be. Thisidiematic
form of expression is vety common, and must be care-
fully recollected and applied.

.

' VERBS ARE REGULAR AND IRREGULAR.

The following exantple of the conjugation of a
regular verb is taken from O’Brien, corrected by
O’Reilly, and approved by Scurry, &e. It will be
unneeessary to exhibit the English, except as in the
manner already adopted. . .

meall deceive, active voice.

1mperative Moed—Modern mode.

Sing. Plur.
mealad 119.
meall decatve thau. mealad 1ib.

mealad re let him deceive.'| mealad pron

.~
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Antient mode.
Sing. .. S Plur.
: mealam, mealamaow *
mealamaqr.
meobs : mealatde.
meolad. mealaidir, mealagd.

Indicative Present Tense—Mod. mode,

mealmm I deceive, mealaip cv, &e.
Antient mode. g

mealatm. mealamait, mealamaoro.
mealain. wealabap, mealéao).
mealatdre. mealard. ‘

Past Tense—Mod. mode.
In this tense and in the potential mood, the particle
vo is generally expressed before the verb; and always
so if the initial letter be ¥, or a'vowel.

_ meall me I deceived, heall ca, &e.

Antient mode.
mealar. mealaman, mealam.
shealarr. mealaban.
meall. mealabap, mealard.

Future Tense—~Mod. mode.
- mealpad me I will deceive, mealpad zu, &c.
Antient mode: .

Sing. - Plur. .

. mealpad. ' Y mealpam, 'meo.lpmmp,
thealpain. ‘ mealpamaop. -
mealpars. : mealraban, medque.

: mealpard.

Potentlai Moeod—Mod. mode.
tealpasd T mwould deocive, healpad cv, &e.

» This termination woujd be thus in ce;l conceal, ceylymlb, because
that the last vowel:in the root of the verb is slender ; so in some -other
inflections; but I domot congider. it necessary to notice them further
‘than by this general remark,
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‘ ) Antient mode.
mealpatd. mealpadmaott.
ealpad. mealparde.
mealpad re. mealpadir.

Conditional Mood; eclipse the initial letter, if it be
one capable of it. '
oo mealpar if I would deceive, &e. as in the Potential
: Mood. : ‘
Consuetudinal Mood—Present Tense.
' Same in both modes.

mealajm, ormealad me Iusually deceive,mealaber, &e.
Past Tense. "

thealaym I used to deceive. | mealamaorr.
healia. mealaorde.
mealad. | mealadaotr.
Infinitive Mood and Participles.
The same in modern and antient modes.

®0, or a iealad to deceive.
Present. o3 mealad . deceiving.
Past.  1ap healad  having deceived.
Future. an vy mealad about tv deceive.

The initials of the infinitive mood and the past
partitiples are always aspirated; but the latter may
also be eclipsed, instead of aspirated.

The relatives are mealay that deceives ; eall that
deseived ; mealpad that will deceive ; mealad that
used to deceive. (See General Rule 5.)

S R Passive Voice. ‘

This voice is conjugated in the modern mode, by

refixing the auxiliary verb to the participle, thus—
&8 me mealcs I am deceived ; and so throughout. It
is therefore expedient to confine the conjugation here
to the antient mode.
Imperative Mood.
mealean be deceived. :
. Sing. : Pluy. '
mealcan me let me be deceived, meslcan eu, and so
through the persons. ‘ '
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Endicative Present Tense.
taim mealca, mealcap me | caman mealca, mealcap
1 an deceived. m.
calp mealca, mealcar tu. |'cabapmealca,mealcanb.
ta re mealca, mealcap e. | cap mealca, mealcan
' 140.

Past Tense.
mealad me Twas deceived, mealad cty e—1hH—1b—1ad

Future Tense.
mealpadap or mealpan me I will be deceived—tv—e,
" &e.

Paotential Mood.
"~ mealpatbe me I would be deceived, tv—e, &ec.

Conditional Mood.
o mealpaide me if I would be deceived, tv—e, &c.

Consuetudinal Mood—Present ’i‘ense.

mealcap me I am usually deceived, and so through
the persons.

. Past Tenve.
mealcaoise me Fused to Be deceived, &e.

Infinitive Mood.
o0 or a bert mealca to be deceived.

Present. mealca deceived.
Past. 1an na beit mealca having been deceived.
Future. ap ct beic mealca  about to be deceived.

* 'Thé negative and interrogative particles are the same
in both voices, The negative particle of the present
-and future tenses indic. is vy, and of the past tense, o1p,
nlan, or njop ; in the imper. mood it is va. The inter-
‘Yogative of the indic. present and futwre is 4, an, or vad,
and of the past tense ap, nacarn,or napn. The influences
_zft these particles on aspiration shall be noticed here-
€r. ~ : .

1
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The following particles are signs-of the potential
mood—bva, ma tf, 50 until, mvn unless. 30, and 5vp
followed by bv® or pa, form the optative sign; as 3o,
or Zvn g4, or bid, mealca be|dip may you be deceived.

Affirmative particles are man as; zup, 50, do that; &
who—vo and & are also signs of the infinitive mood.

Impersonal verbs have passive terminations in the
several moods and tenses, thus—

Imperative Mood.

lvadtan let it be reported. .
Indic. Pres. lyabean it is reported.
Past. \vadad it was reported.
Fut lradran it will be reported.

Potential Mood.
.. lradraide it would be reported.
~ Consuetudinal Mood.
lnbw.ow it is usually reported

I shall present here an abstract of the con_]ngation
of a reflected verb from Neilson, as it exhibits much
of the peculiar idiom of the language—it partakes of
the character of neuter, and is mcapable of being
inflected in the passive voice.

covaql sleep.

Imperative Mood.
Sing. : Pluy,
coblamaoid, bymid nap
- zcodlabd.
cobql by vo ¢colad. sleep coblqpe, byd r1b brpzcod-
thou. lab.
coolajbre, by re na covlad coblqb 160, bjod 114D w.
let kim sleep. - gcoblad.

-

The Infinitive Mood and participles are not pecaliar



85

Indicative Mood—Present Tense.

1. Sing. codlajm, ta the.mo éodlad I sleep.
2. —— covlaty tv, ca Tv o Godlad.

8. —— codlatn te, To re (or 1) va covlad.
1. Plur. covlamaord, tamaord nap zcovlad.
‘2. —— coodlam rib, za r1b brp zcodlas.

8. —— codlan rjab, ta r1ad na gcoolad.

"-In a similar manner are the past and future tenses
of this mood, and the other moods, &ec. conjugated ;
combining the proper mood and tense of the auxiliz?
verb, and the proper pronoun, with the infinitive mood,
to express each mood, tense, and person of the re-
flected verb.

IRREGULAR VERBS.

The irregular verbs form the principal difficulty in the
Irish language. It might naturally be expected that this
tongue should have suffered much from license in its gene-~
ral use : it has been now, for centuries, the medium of inter-
course among the most illiterate people of the country,
people living in places the most remote from each other;
and has not had the advantages of a college, a theatre, a

court, or a capital; not even those of an acknowledged .

grammar, or,. until lately, a dictionary, where its standard
" might be supposed to be found: it is therefore more sur-
prising that there should be so little contradiction between
its several dialects, or of wild offspring from its genuine but
uncultivated roots, than that there should be a difficulty in
subjecting it to the rules of ﬁrammar. In treating of these
verbs I shall not exhibit all their inflections, but merely
present such parts of them as are mostirregular ; leaving the
thorough understanding of them to be acquired by that
which alone can teach them well—eracTICE.

1.—vean do, or make.
Indicative Mood, Past Tense.

Sing. Plyr.
Mod. modg. Ant, M_od Tode. Ant.
md me Ididdo. mf)ear. ™D r15. prdeaman.
moce. - | mbrr. rd mb. | pjeaban.

M re. rbre. M 1180, [(ndesdap.
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This Tense is also thus—
20 be|y me, or vo deanar I did.do, &e.
Passive 'Voice—Imperative Mood.

Sing. Mod. mode. | bd 1 nesd. -
bid ne16 be thou done. | bid-p1b ped -
b1d re ned. b1d r1ad né. -

Also, by bzanca and veancan tv be thau done, Sc.
Infinitive Mood and Participle.
00 ot o be|E beanca, or ne1d to be done.
d&anca, or né15 done, or made.
Indicative Mood—Present Tense,
1s conjugated with either béanca, or néid, as ta me or
Taym baanca, or ne1d I am done, &c.
Past Tense. '
mpead me I was done, &c. Also, bid me béance, &e.
‘ ‘Conditional Mood. .
»a mbzo(n déanTa, or péfh, and so through the several
persons.

' 2.—-—31)16{117 .or-zym 1.do.or make.
Indicative Mood—Present-Tense.

. Sing. . . Plur. .
3015|m, Or ZHm. 3015 11, ZIdMID or 3015~
L15.TY, Or ZoPdl. . Man. .

3015 te. | z015°11b, 'Z015E18, or ZH15-
' Bap.

| 3B 114D, Z91516. -

All the other inflections of this, are expressed by
the preceding verb, except the subjunctive, which is
also ma nym ¢f I do, &e. :

3.—aban say.
Active Voice—Imperative Mood.
abain suy thou ; abaipyore, &e.
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Infinitive' Mood and Participles.
b0. OX A T\ Lo say.

Present. a3 ad saying.
Past. 1an ned  having said.
Puture. opt) nad about to say.

Indicative Mood-~Preseat Tense—Mod. mode.
do1m I'say, ven cv, re, &e.

Antignt mode.
veipm I say. dejnmId, betpeaman.
venp. veIned, dejpeabatt
den ve. .pepe.

Past Tense—Mod. mode.
ovbaipp we, tu, &e.

Antient mode.
ovbnar I said. orbpaman.
ovrbpair. ovbpabar.
ovbainc re. nvbpanen.

Future Tense— Mod. Mode.
. beappab me, oy, &e.
Antient mode.

ssanpad I will say. véApTAMAT,
BEARTAIN. seappaban.
DEAEAD Te. DRANEOES

» is often prefixed to the, Ipreﬁgpt apd past tenses of
of this mond, as & deipm o orbagng I gaid.

Potential mood, veanrain, &c. Conditional mood,
Do HooAREAry, &c. Consuetudinal mood, veipym,
venead me, &c. ag in mgallayw.

Passive Volae—Imperative Mood.
abansap lef it be said.
Pagtigiple—petie was said.

)
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" Tudicative Mood.
Present. veinteap ¢ is said.

Past.  ovbpad it was said. ..
Future. veanpan it shall be said.

Consuetudinal Moed. veqngy used to be said.

Relatives in this verb. B
Present tense. s dein that says.
Past. s ovbaine  that said.
Future. a vapper that will say.
Interrogatives— Present Tense.

an abpaim do I say. ap dubpaman ?

an abajp oy ? ap vejp b ?

an abap re? a9 veqpjo?l -

So with the negative 1.
Past and future tenses as in the affirmative.

h.—_quﬁ I come.
Imperative Mood.

TAZAD TN, T|Zeamaord, -
TAZAMAO)T.

tazao, T1b, tizead.
tan, come thow. : lco.5ab riap, TIZOIr, To-
TAZAD Te, TANAd, Ti5ead. 341017

Imperative Moed and Participles.
90 Or 4 teacc to come.

Present. az teact . coming.
Past. .tapvbreace. kaving come.
Future. an & veact. about to come.

Indlcatlve Mood—Past Tense—-Modern mode.
taymz me I came, &e. '
""" Antient mode.

tanzeat. . tanzaman, caoacram.
Ta1031r, EADZAIT tanzeban.
Ta1n|3 re. Tanzadon, uocaup.



89
Future Tense——Mod. mode.
ciocrad me I will come, tiocpad cu, &ec.
Antient mode. ’

TjoCRADd. TIOCEAMA0|D, TIOCEAMALL.
TloCEAlTt. tiocradban, crocraorde.
tiocpad re. T|OCEAD. C
Relatives.
Present tense. T1zear that cometh.
. Past. tamzear that came.”
Future, tlocrar  that will come.

Potential Mood. é|oépajn, &c.
Conditional Mood. va dTjocpain, &e.

5.—ce or teld go.
‘Imperative Mood.
téadad,or imL3 1n,céada-
™ao|T, T&1BM1d, T&IHMIT,
- 1mtiimyo, 1mcvsm1r
téadao, or (mi|5 r]B, 1m-

éé]t‘:, 1mers gd thou. tize.
téadad re, 1Mt1Zed re, | téadad or mIj; nab,tep
Te1d re. © BaTdiry 1mETS0.

Infinitive Mood and Participles.
no, or a bvl, or b'imieacc to go.
Present. a3 ovl, or a3 imteacc  going.
Past. yap vbul gone.
Future. ap | orl about to go
Indicative Mood—Past Tense—Mod. mode.
évard me I went, cvard cv, &e.
Antient mode.
evadar I went. cvamar.
évadatr. cvaban.
¢vald re. . , cradaf, ab.pacdadaf, -
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Future Fense—Mod.. mode.
racrasd e I wilkgo, nacrsd o, &e.

Antient mode.

nracpad. .| naéramaorp, nacram.
nacgarfe. .| nadraban, nacars.
nacrad re. ' | pacraro. '

Potential Mood—nacépatn, &e.
Conditional ,Mood—ba flacparn, &e.
. ‘Consuetudinal Mood-—Present Tepse. *. .
Tacaim orce|d1m; pacaty, orcéfori, me, cu J usually go,
c.
Past Tense. _
00 nacarh, of ¥6 te151h T used to go, &e. 1A
Relativeitnyses8 thiet iised to go.
The_ following infléctions of this verb are added
from Neilson.
Past Tense~~Negative—i) eacar, or D) deacas me
I did not go; and interrogative of the same tense, -
o oteacor did I go ? .

6.4‘613167 Z see.
Emperitive Mood—Mod. mode.
re1C see thou, teréiv pe, &e. spelt also pead and peve,
- &e. .

v Antient mode, _
reé see thou, rejCeamaoyf, perceamaotd
tre1ct1o re. . 1 re1cibes ) -

- ; 1 Fe1&4o1r, pejcio,
Infinitive Mood and Participles.
Farcrid fo see. )
Indicative Mood—Present Tense. é&1Z1m I see, &e.
Interrogative. anbpajcrm,brajcead cu dot see, &e.. .
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i

Past Tense—Mod. mode.
éoparne me I saw, copafpe ov, &c.

Antient mode.

copancar I saw. cohcamatte
conapcalr. . éoijcabap.
copaipcre. . coijcabat.

Interrogative. a bpacar,orbraca me did I see, tv, &c.
Future Interrogative. o byatcim shall ¥ see 2

Consuetudinal Mood.
reicim or &15un. I usually see, pajcip, or pajceaiy cv,
or &1dp, or ¢1dead cv, &c. :
Passive Voice—lmperative Mwood.
gaicteap, or &jtean tu be thou seen, &c.

Indicative Meod—Present Tense.
Eeean me, pajctean me, o, e I am seen, &c.
- Past Tense.
&ohapcad or Gohcad.-me, tv, e I was seen, &e.'
Potential Mood.’ )
rajcr1be me I would be seen, &é.
Conditional Mood.
oo brajcride me if I would be seen, &ec.
Consuetudinal Mood.
Fa1ct1d or 1215 used to be seen.

Neilson: makes the negatives: indic. to be v} fajcym
I do not see, vy facar I did not see, and vy cipean I
shall not see. He makes also pacar, &c. to be the
past, and rajceap the future tenses of the indic. passive
voice. In his subjunctive mood likewise he tonjugates
the two verbs together, thus—ma ¢izean,orma fajcean
if I be seen. I think the several writers too mugh
confounded ¢13m I see, and paacaym I look or behold—
but I compile from the majority of good authorities.

D2
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L -+ T.=clwny kear. Active voice.
Infinitive Mood and Partieiples.
- 00, or & clvrey, or cloy to hear.

Present. az clvren, clop.

Pdast. a1 zclvre, gelor.
Future. apzq clvrem, clor.

Indicative Mood—Past Tense—Mod. mode.
évalad me I heard, &e.

Antient mode.

¢valar. éaalaman.
évalap. evalabun.
cvalad re. 2| éveal asap.
Future Tensei~Mod. mode.
clwympens we I il hewr, &c.
Anticnt mede. ’ ‘
cly¥nrean. K | clvinpewman.
clvopme. 4 clvipreaban.
clvippead re. . 1 clvippro.

Also clojfresd, &c. (O Reilly.)
Passive Voice—Infinitive Mood.
bo, or & begt clvince.
Indicative Mood--Past Tense.
&valad or clvinead me, I was heard, &e.
Algo é¢valay. { Neilson.)
Future Tense.

clvipeaqme 4 wild be-heard, &e.

' Consuetudinal Mood.
clvinis me I used to be heard, &c.

8.-—beip take, bear, carry, bring forth.
Infinitive Mood.
vo, or &-Biejt to take.
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Partiviples. a3 bpert, &c.
Indicative Modd—Past Tense—Mod. mode.
1v5 we I took, ny3 ouy &c.
, Antient mode. '
nv3ar. . | nrzeman.
nvza. l nvzabat.
1r3 re. ; nvzavar.

Passive VﬁéHﬂMﬁVe Mood—Past Teise.
nr5eb e I was taken, &c.

9,—beyym 1 give.
Active Voi¢e—Imperative Mood—Mod. mode.
:abo.nt, or tv3 give dhos, Sabajfd, or Tr3ad re, &c
Autient-mode.

ubup, or try give thow. tabpamwmor TV5amao(d.
tabainro, or cyzab re. tabpasde, trzarde.
. | cabpruio, eV AP,

Infinitive Mood-and Partieiples.
90,.0r & Tabanc do give, a3 cabainc giving, &c
Indicativé Mobd-—Past Fense—Mod. mode.
tvz me I gave, &c.
Antlent mode.

tvzar. ] gvzeman.
- Evgerr. ' Evgalan.
tvy re. Trgadvaf.
The Potential Mood is ﬂﬁular, but the Conditional
is thus—Mod. mode.
" ba mbeinpr, or va scabarnpry F F would give, va
mbeytn®, brda scabafpad o, &e.
Antient mode.

oa drabpamaosr.
va dtabainpad, o4 btabnaidre, bcabmqbe.
oo dtabajpreand re. o4 deabpatorr.

Or by o mbeyneyy, &e.

v4 dTabaingn.
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Consuetudinal Mood:
benjd,Evzard, Eo1nbind, or cabpari. me, Fusually give.
" Passive Voice—Imperative: Mood.
bejncean or cvzian o be thou given, &e.
Infinitive Mood.
b0, or & beyt tabapta to be given.
Indicative Mood—Present Fense.
bejnteap me or cvztanp me I am géven, Xe.
Past Tense.
tvzab me I was given, &c.
: Future Tense. .
bejpgan me or cabapran me I shall be given, &e
) Consuetudinal Mood’. '
bepted, cvztardy or cabainsard wsed to be given.
' Y0.—pa3 find or get.
Active Voice—Infinitive Mood and Participles.
v'fagall o find, a3 rajagl, &e.
Indlcatlve Mood—Past Tense--Mod. mode.
gvaip me I found, &c.

Antient mode.
ryapar. | rapaman. “
Franatr. rvanaban.. .
EYoqn re. Franadan.

. Future Tense—Mod. mode..
Jeadrad me, or prisead me I will find, &c.

Antient ‘mode.
zeabrav I will find, | seabpaman.
zeabrain, zeabrad rb.
seabpad pe. zeabrard.

oF £v|34D, £Y(5e 00, &_c- similarly conjuga.ted'.
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Negative. 1) razaim, or taga me I will not find.

- Potential Mood.
seabrarh I would find. | Feabpad rm, seabramaoir.
Zeabrad. Zeabrav rd.
Zeabpad re. eabravriav,3eabrapaocit

or pazard, &e. similarly conjugated.
Conditional Mood.
va beaseam of I wounild find, &e.
Consuetudinal Mood.
3e1b1d me I use to find, &e.
Passive Voice—Indioative ﬁObd—Present Tense:
pagtair, or gpitean the I om fmd e. .
Past Tense.
nms, £riEeas, of prapad e 1 was Sound, &e.
Future Tense, .
. 3eabran me, or pajirean me I will be found &c. '
Potential Mood. .
5eabpa1b me, or pariride me I would be foundy &c.
Conditional Mood.
s 5&«5%0 me if I woudd be found, &.’

-Consuetadinal Mood.
phjcaow, Farhted, ot 3646»01& used to be foamd

11.—n1% P2uch, or arrive at. :

.. Infinitive¢ Mogd and Participle.
B0 OF 4 -POGTAIM, O pfacTatn Lo reacll, &e
a3 noccay:otnjadcan resching, &e
Indicative Mdode~Prst Tense—Mod. mode
méc, or ratdie e I reachvod, &¢.
Antieht mode.
niaécar, po.n;r,ar .| maccamanp, fabjaman. -
mactarr, nangair. tradcaban, patgabae.
M4ce, pagie, ¢ ‘pradeacan, ftM)SA‘bA‘p,
o mvcau\h
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v Future Tense—Med. mode.
nacTpad, m3ed me I will reach, &e.

" Antient mode.

n1adcead, priEm. PEEISmS.
-TM3Em. ™MBE F1b.

™M5F|5 M3Emo.
Consuetudinal Mood.

raccar®, 1519 I used to reuch, &e.

ADVERBS.

Adverbs express. circumstances of quality, manner,
time, place, &c. in nouns and verbs; and a noun sub-
stantive or adjective becomes an adverb, by prefixin
ap to the former, or t'r,o to the latter; thus, ap ccv
back, or away ; 30 holc badly. .

Although a list of Adverbs belongs more propetly to a
Dictionary, it will not be amiss te mention some of the most

commgn here.

s brad far off.

4 brodain in presence of .

& brogvr near.

4 bror on this side.

& Cojbce ever.

& 3coma|i opposite.

ajce near. .

a1n 43415 opposite.

alp rad along.

alp read throughout.

A1 pY0 amongss.

o ?évl backwards.

ain lete by turns.

a1n vorb sometimes.

ar,and ajp ajraftermwards,
backwanrds.

amad, amv % out, mithout.

atyall like, as.

athaq only, except, alone.
amanac to-morrow.
amlarb so, equal..

o mears amidst,

a val [ap call] hither,
anallad formerly.

& D&, & ndd yesterday.

- & WeWEEACT, apaon toge-

. anzon close to.

anjap westerly. .

anon easterly.

4, or vab pdear southerly.
4, OF Yad Evad northerly.
anyvy to-day.

anocc to-night.

anjor from below. ~
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ayvar from above.

ahad seldom.

ADoIr now.

41900 7 & nall to and fro.

ancan when.,

& vvp thither.

anerdimor gem lastnight.

apam, niar ever.

anir again. -

&r tead, ar T3 within.

4 ceorac at first.

bez nac: almost. ‘

by or cron topsy turvey

ceans already, however.

évm in order.to. -

veyr after.

00 Evad northwards.

Do Bear southwards.

oo 04t usually.

eadon namely, viz.

o tomwards.

to Gl backwards.

o beors, ro dejpead last-
ly, at length.

P& 55 twice.

ro leat, o pead apart,
‘successively.

rearva henceforth.

tor yet, moreover.

3e pvi although.

315e45 nevertheless.

30, 30 dTy, 50 nvize until.

30 a1y ableast. - ..

30 ol yet, hereafter.:

30 mdpmdp especially.

{OTHONJLO, OF YMO[I0 Mere-
over.

10941, D4, 1004 than.

man, myp as, likewise.

man an zceadna likewise.

man aon together.:

mapn ro even thus.

maread why.

mo than.

naé, 1 not.

nq else.

8 since.

6 céile asunder,

oty [vad 1r,] since.

op A publicly.

or irjol privately.

or cean, or cjoh above, su-
permr to.

o forh thence. h

ne cejle together. '

16 very.

oty timely, soom.

reac rather, else.

| r1an westwards.

ron eastwards.

t1or dotonmwards.

t1or below.

rvar up, aloft.

frar above,

tvl before, until.

tall on the other side.
tamal awhile.

J carexr;h[wn a1r,) foe'-

war

cne 11 therefore.

tville por,ore|le moreover.
Yimero,yime r1H therefm e,

The following Adverbial Partlcles, when united to words,
give them a negatw’e, intensitive, or reiterative character.
Negatives, operating as de, dis, &c. in Enghsb
amyan, DO, D], €4ad, €47, €T, M, Deary.)!
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Bar. 16 prosperity, avpd adversity ; canaid a friend,
earcanato an enemy, &c. "

Intengitives; on, 3le, 10m, Yp; a8 ZMAje ugly, vp-
Zna0e wery ugly : the anp is sometimes written with-
out the 4, before a yowel. Reiterative, a%; asbratlge
beaten, abbreilce beglen again. 1v apd 1oy betoken -
fitness or propriety ; as beanca done, 1006 VTA PTOPEr
to be dome. 1n, 03, and eoz are diminutives, when gt
the end of words, ro signifies goodness, aptness, faci-
lity; as roblarba wmell flavored ; roleatta fusibile,

Jrom o leajia fit to be fused. coth denotes equglity ;
astpom weight, comepom equal meight. ary betokens
similitudg, it is from anyyl.

The signs of the comparative and syperlative degrees,
and ofdth,e infinitive and other moods, have been already
noticed. .

Mr. O’Brien asys that these particles, properly admit
of no change in their arthography, op ageomnt of e
poetical rule of caol ne caol 5 leatan ne leatian alres
alluded tp, ix the eomposition of words, - o

-

- PREPOSITIONS.
Prepositions ace such as either nevet join with pro-

nouns in compounds, or such as may be thus ¢ombined; of
" the first kind are the following :— .

. atn,out of. - | et according to.
vap by. - n1a before. ,

- pasabout, unto. | T4 TaD in; (contractions
tvo among. , from anra.) o
zon without. ‘toad,reaca incompgrison
30, 3vT {0, o with. '
1an after. tymérell about.
man as, like. tno through.
or above, over.

ta is however used ip composition with oiad, &e.
though not with pronouns. 14p is also sometimes com-
pounded with substantives, as jap-ball actail,
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Prepositions which unite in compounds with pronouns,

%3 at, with. le with.

A, o) in. T | © feom.

AL, &It OR, upON. ne, pir with.

oT ot of. C nonh before. SR
cvize tomwards. " | reaé by, besides, without,

cam to, unte, o ercept. ,
" “ve, o1 of, by, off, from. cap over, across, above, in

"vo to. ) preference to.

eId1, 1011 Between. tne, cny through.

£a, 10, £V, £401, EV O under. | vad from. .
oy tn. Ym, ¥, vime about, upon.

‘To the prepositions we may add & caob, and vocaob
concerning ; and a%016 against, a metaphorical use of
43815 the face, and im frequent use, thus—am a3a1d in
opposition to me. )

CONJUNCTIONS.

These are used to cennect the parts of sentences together,
and are, 1. copulative, 2. disjunctive, and 8. conditional.

The copulative is azvr; sometimes written in antient
MSS. thus—acaf, ocvr; and still often used in these
contracted forms, ar, 1r, and ¥. '

‘The disjunctive are a&, a&o but; no or, nor, neither.

The conditional are

b105 although. . 130, 3vp, 5vpadb that.

ba if. ma, mar, (ma 1r,) mo if.
vo bz because. ] mvpa, myn unless.

se, 515 though. 1 81 Sfor, because that.

I have put many ‘of the conjuactious of some of the
.grlammarians among the adverbs, to which they properly
elong.

INTERJECTIONS.
s oh! ‘ - | peve look !
ol ac hey-dey ! ‘ta naon alas /
a8bo murder! the war ory. | yrillelvd halloo !
af Tpvad woe ! 108 joc coldd !
bad death ! mapz woe /
bvd nonsense ! . © | mo yvap lack-a-day !
baba brave !/ . mo vaqne shame !
ejrc hush ! .hark! . .- | o6, vé,y otan, oCop alas!
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- -OF COMBINATIONS 0!‘ WQRDS; *

‘oR

SYNTAX. ,

I snarLe not here repedt such rules of Svntax as it was-
Meecusary to notice in the preceding parts of this grammnar,
and shall omit such as-are net agreei on amen - preceding

grammaﬂans. .
The ARTICLE
1.—The Article agrees with its uﬂhﬂtﬂ“ﬂ", Jin. ,gemler,
number, and case ; it is always p{wed before it, unless an
adjective intervene: we have already seen what ipitia}
changes it causes in Nouns,
2.—When the Asticle is prectded by a‘Fa#tlc!e ending

‘in a vowel, the a is'omitted, and the % is uniled' to the Par

nllfle, and an.apesttophe shww propeviy'ba: ylcced beuveua
them—
Ezx. vo’y,for vo v, eathn o tlye girl.

If the pamcle be o tn, the article js omxtted, as

bpyabnvyrc in the presence; if it be anv in, it res
quu'es tto be prefixed, as any rap in the: and in this
case, if the following noun begin with 'a vowel, the RT)
¥s united to it, with an apostrophe, thus—ah ra vvap
¢n the hour ; but if with a consosant, the n is omitted,
as o.m) e otz in the house.

3.—Whenp two substantives comé together, - one go.

verning the other in the gen. case, the article is omitted -
from the first substantive, and sometimes omitted alto-
gether; as mac an baypo the son of ‘the bard, Carr-
leo.t) C]llemome ‘the Castle of Kilmore: the latter
case oceurs when there i8 ho Fimit in the mgmncaﬂou
of ‘the substantives, or where the noun’ governed is a

‘proper name.

4.—1f a possessive pronoun be jomed to the noun
governed, thearticle is-omitted; as obaqp, (notan obanl,)
op lapth the work of our Toands,
- NOUNS .
5.—When twe snbstantives come together su;mfymg
different things, the latter is in the genitive case’ the:
subsgantive is put in the same case also,.if it follow
the active infinitive, or participles, thus—ap. me«llaa:
&'Cajtan affer the decemng of his frieud. N
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. .6.—Substaptives signifying the same person or thing
require the adjective .between them ; and. in poetry,
compound substantives sometimes  have the adjectiva
inserted between, the. parts.of. the compound. . :

7.—An adjeetive is wspally placed after its substan~
tive in the sentence; except sometimes, when it is
strongly predicated of the noun, thus—ir latoip an rean
TIv that is a strong man : or, being of onesyllable, it
may combine with it as a compound, thus—oz-hapc
a heifer, literally, young beef ; and in the latter case the
initial of the substantive must in general be aspirated.

Initial aspirations, &c. shall be treated of separately.

8,—An adjective agrees with its substantive in gen-
der, nnmber, and case; but not necessarily, 1. where’
the adjective is in the predicate of a sentence,and
thenoun the subject, as acab tattencara vile pipihead
all thy commandments are faithful ; or, 2. when the’
adjective modifies the verb, and not the substantive, as-
mMD me an rctan sevp I made the knife sharp, (I
sharpened the knife;) but, if would say I made the
sharp knife, it. must be thus—pH me ad rcran jevp,
as;l))irating the initial to. make it agree with. the feminine.
substantive.

9. Adjeetives signifying prefit, proximity, fitness,. or the
reversa, require & dative case; such as denote skill, know-
ledge, power, dimension, &c. require the same case, gov+

- erned by the proposition: a1pt, or sametimes by de ; while:
those which signify. equality, or similitude, (and, as Neilson;
adds, emotian of mind,) require & dative also, but governed
by the prepositions le, or ne. ' . .

10.—All numerals up to 10, or any multiples of 10,
are placed before 1their nauns; but other numbers have:
the noun between. the wards composing them, thus—re
cpatd an f1éje twenty-sia trees. 'This rule, as given.
by Neilson, requires the noun to be thus placed when-.
ever the numeral is expressed by two or more words.

11.—The numeral 2, and all the multiples of. 10,

refixed to a substantize, have it in the singular num-

er, thus—~be peapn twe men, dbs reap veay iwenlyp
men ; but, if an adjective be added, that must be in
the plural, thus—uva cnah mopa twv great trees
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* This gingular rule induced some grammarians to
- suppose that there was a dual number in this tongue ;
but it applies as well to the use of the numbers 20,

100, and 1000, as to that of 2. Neilson says that after
54 the noun must be in the ablative case.

; PRONOUNS.

12 —The personal prenouns, in which alone there is a
distinction of case, agree with their antecedent in gender,
niumber, and case. .

13.—If the antecedent be a sentence, the pronoun
agreeing with it must be in the third personsing. ; if it
be a noun of multitude, or consist of two persons or’
things, the pronoun must be in the third person plural ;.
as, pjonz oo bod pe pojla an mvipn 1ad they were o
people that were robbers at sea. -

14.—Possessive pronouns are used in a singular manner,
in connection with nouns or verbs signifying office, con-
dition, position, or identity, thus—b15 mé mo 1% I was a
ling ; this, if literally translated, would be ¥ was my king,
&e.  The Scotch sometimes translate this idiom in using
. the English tongue, ex. gr. they say, he was his lane, for ke
was alone. The instance of the reflected verb will present
to the student another example of this peculiar mode of'
expression. In such sentences the phrase, in my state of; or
such like, is understood. The article is sometimes used in
a similar way, thus—ca re na fearam he is standing. -

- 15.—The compound possessive pronouns require a
dative case, as am €13 in my house. '

- 16.~—Relative pronouns always precede the verb, but
they are often only understood, and not expressed.

- 17.—Demonstrative pronouns immediately follow
the ‘noun to which they belong, as, av reapn ro this
man ; ‘except the substantive verb is understood, in
which case they - precede it, thus—ro ap pean kere is
the man. - P _ ‘

- 18.—Interrogative pronouns always precede the noun
or verb to which they belong; and they combine with
the ‘personal propouns in the asking of questions,
without the aid of the substantive verb, thus—ap e an"
rean is ke the man ?



!

R: ]
VERBS: . B

19.—Thé verb -agrees with its nominative, whiclt gene~
rally follows it, in number and person. '

20.—Active verbs govern the accusative case.

21.—If two or more nouns join to form the nominative
case, and the first of ‘them be in the singular number, the

. verb must be 8o too; even though the.pthers be in the plu-

ral : and, if the nominative case be a noun of multitude,
the verb must be in the piural. . '
22.—The particle 50 must be veed in the past tense of
verbs beginning with an /, or a vowel ; but in all others it
may be omitted : and, when used as above, it loses the o'in.
the active voice, and unites with the verb, thus—b’até1y
Re knew. . - :
23.—The accusative.case is never put between. the nomi~
native and:the verix .
24—The auxiliary verb is often elegantly. omitted, :
Be. 8in (11) 211t op 9o for he (is) our God. -

25.—The instance of a nominative cage before a parti=’
eiple in English, as the man being dead, (or the abla-
tive absolute in Latin,) is expressed in Lrish by a dative
case, with the preposition o, thus—aip mbeic o’y
Fin manb.

26.—The infinitive mood and. purticiples govern a
genitive case, when the action refers to a determinate
object, and follows the verb; as bo ¢eahac an capril
tn bay the mure: but, if the object be not determinate,
it goes, before the verb like the nontinative, as capril &
¢eafac to buy a mare. H the objept, though deter-
niinate, prevedes the verb, it will be in the aceusative,
a3 an téR b0 fancad to covet the gald, ’ ‘

27.—T'be auxiliary verhs, with the aid of a noun,
and certain prepositions united with.personal pronouns,
supply the place of verbs signifying power, pecensity,
want, kuewledge, possession, or any affection . of thg
body or mind, thus—ca a1pz100 azany I have money ;
brd ocpar.onta they were hungry. The prepositigns
thus used are vo,and le, with ar, 1r, or bj; and a3, ap,
and vad with bj, pvyl, c& and paib.

28, —When ay or i1 follow a' word eoding with a
vowel, or by or byt precede a word beginning with

E 2 ’ ’
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one, the verb unites with the the word, thus—mar[ma
ar] flon o if that be true; bejzead. vawy Iwas
obliged. C '
29.—The present participle, with the auxiliary verb,
Js used to express the continuance of a thing ; thus—
-ta me a3 leagad mo leaban I am reading my book.
' . PREPOSITIONS:. o
830.—an in has ra subjoined to it, when before a eon-
“sonant. The prepositians 4,1, 30,le,ne, and cpe, bave
an r added to them where they precede an article,
thius—ar, 11, 31, letr, piry cper. o

-81.—When be, the contraction of vo e of it, is used
to express the comparative degree, the word "na, or jona
.than is never used before the noun.

-32.—A preposition prefixed to & which requires the
subjunctive moeod, as, ajc 1m & na)b Fi the place
where Finn was : if the preposition be understood,
and if 1 in 1n be omitted for the sake of euphony, the
v must still be retained, and written thus—"pa natb in
which nas. '

33.—The measure or extent of a thing is. expressed
by an, thus—da ctpots apn spve two feet high.

"CONJUNCTIONS.
34.—The conjunctions azvr and, and no or, couple
the same cases of nmouns.
35.—azvr is often contracted into ar and r, so also is
the ‘auxiliary verb ir often written t; when ar and
1r meat together they are contracted into tar, as ’rar
mdp oy obaqn and great is the work ; and, when the
. vocative case follows ’r, the vocative sign is added to
it, thus—'ra oya and, ok God / - :
36.—When two or more adjectives come together,
which are relatives to the same substantives, azur is
" often ‘omitted, as ta 1 05 majreé she s youmwg (and)
beautiful. - ' : )
37.—The negative generally precedes the disjunctive.

INTERJECTIONS. ‘ .
- 88.—None of the interjections govérn aease; except
only maint3, which requires a dative. - N
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ASPIRATION, §e.

I have thought that it would afford considerable assistance.
to the learner, were the several cases. brought together in
which the aspiration and eclipsing of initial consonants oc:
cur: for his information, therefore, I shall present them in
two tables ; and, as in some degree connected with the same.
subject, shall superadd lists of the instances in which the
letters d, &, m, n, and ¢, are prefixed to original words. The
student-must be well acquainted with the last six tables, or
he will not be able to consult the Irish English Dictionary ;
they are all of them indispensably necessary towards the
knowledge of the language.

* T.—Cases in which the aspiration of the initial consonant
takes place, if it be one capable of undergoing that change.

" 1.—Nouns after the article in the 3d and 4th declensions, |
as already stared. o K
2.—All vocative cases, except in nouns beginning with
a ¢, followed by a consoiant. J L
" 8.—Nouns substantive, when they follow an adjective in
a compound word ; unless they commence with d, s, or ¢,
preceded by an adjective ending with n. o
* 4.—Adjectives tollowing substantives, (except their mi-
tials be d, s, ot ¢, after one ending in n,) in the nonz- dat.
and voc. sing. of the fem. gender ; and in the gen, dat. and
voc. sing. masc. gender;-also in the gen..fem. plural. .
5.—Where one substantive governs another in the geni- .
tive plural, the latter may be aspirated, though .the article

. be not used, as pv|l abain the blood of goats. (Néilson.)

6.—Masculine adjectives, after the auxiliary verbs
ba and by, unless they begin with b or c. o
7.—All adjectives in the superlative degree of comparisen.
8.—Nouns following the numbers aop and ve, excep?
the initial letter be a o or t after aop. . .
9.—Nouns following the possessive pronouns in the sin-
gular number, excepting the third person in the feminine
gender, and also excepting nouns beginning withs. . -
. 10.—Compound possessive pronouns have the same influ-
ence as their primitives on the initials of nouns following .
them. :
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11.—The datives of personal pronouns are aspirated
* or not, accordingas may sound best, but they are never
so after o, v, or t, thus—-—pe«mt Bvic, or ovic it is better
Jor you ; and 1r miad vam I desire. - .
*"12.—The relative pronouns aspirate the initial consonant
in the active voice.
13.—The past tense of verbs ;
14.—The infinitive mood and the past patucxple, unlen
this latter can be ecilpsed and
15.—The potential mood, have their initials aspirated.
16.—The interrogative particle c1a causes aspiration.
17.—~Interrogative partlcles cause aspiration in. the past
tense of the active voice.
18.—The negative particles aspn'ate the mmal in. both
voices. (O'Reilly. )
19.—The mtensmve* adverbs ap, zle, no and ran as-
pirate, unless the followmg initial be » r or t; also,
the adverbial particles vac, 1 not, 6 since, map as, and
1004 than.
20.—The proposmons 4, be, B0, Fa, rao], EV|S;
.1o11t, Man, 0, noyriy; tag, and cne, produce aspiration ;
ve and vo aspiratethe following noun, even though an
article intervene, except in the case of an r; ajp-some-
times asplrates, and’ sometimes not; zan will in-
differently. require an aspirate, or the pnmary form in
the following noun.
21.—The conjunctions zvn, ma, Wwrna create aspi-
ration ; ma if, and the adverb & since, cause it in the
initial of verbs, excepting ca.
22.—The interjection a, 38 a sign of the vocative
case, causes asplration. “

IL—Eclipsis of initial consonants takes place in.the fol-
lowing cases.

1.=In noune of the 8d and 4th declenmom, after the
article, as before specified.

¢ There is much difference of oplmon between graomgtians, respect-
ing the influence of pasticlen.on aspiratien; and indeed as Neilson gb-,
serves, there is some difference . between the severa glm‘lnbltams of
distinct provincese=I chiefly follow O'Brien and O’Reilly,
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. 2—If two nouns follow each other, and the artiele
be omitted, the second is eclipsed, thus—atn Zpad
»De& for the love of God. Neilson says it must be
aspirated, in the genitive plural. L

-8.—The genitive singular of adjectives following sub-
stantives in the feminine gender, except they begin with
d, s, or ¢, and the substantive end with n. They are also
often eclipsed, instead of aspirated, in such cases, in the dat.
sing. and gen. plural in the feminine gender. ( Neilson.)

4.—After the numerals 7, 8, 9, and 10.

5.—Nouns in the plural, after the possessive pronoun,
unless they begin with ah 5. : : .
. 6.~Verbg, in the conditional mood ; .

7.—And after interrogatives in the present and fature
tenses. ’
. 8—The participle past. - .
. 9.—The prepositions a out of, ain, o, 30, 1o11, and
n1a cause eclipsis. ' ‘
* 10.—When the article comes between one of" the
prepositions, a3, aip, ar, pa, £o, £Vi9, BVr, 11, "‘-!}‘r‘
man, 8, nir, noym, reac, tan, or cne, and a noun in
the singular iumber, the neun is aclipsed, as ar an dvin
out of the country—ve and vo generally cause aspi-
ration in such a case, but if the noun begin with r it
will be eclipsed. : o
11.—The conjunction ba #f, causes eclipsis in active
verbs. :

" IIL—The letter b is frequentiy used as a preﬁx_ to words,
as in the following cases, besides those in which it eclipses
. .

1.—vo before a vowel, or an £ commencing a verb, in
the past tense of the active voice, drops the o, and unites
with the verb. :

2.—vo thy, before a noun beéginning with ¢, loses
the o, and joins with the noun, eclipsing the initial,
thus—bogeang thy anger, but this should be properly
written, thus—v’feanz. '
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1V.~~The letter'h is added as a prefix to the following
words, beginning with vowels.
. 1.—To nouns after the article, in the genitive sing. of the
first:declension, and in all the cases of the plural, except
the genitive, of the first and second declensions. . ,

2,—To.noyns, after the feminine possessive pronoun, in
the third person singular. » _ .

8.—~Nouns after the possessive pronoun ¢hy, in which,
case o is frequently exchanged for h.

4.— Verbs, after the adverbial particles vy, vian, not ;
and nap, nadan? not ? .

‘5.—-Nouns, after the prepositions a oxt of, 30, le, 5,

e, and cpe. <

V.—M. when mo my occurs before a noun beginning
with a vowel, or an p, it drops the o, and unites with
the word, thus—m’apam my, soul, m’gean, for mo rean
my husband, '

VI—N, besides where it qclipsés‘d or g, is prefixed tg

words commencing with vowels—

1.—In the genitive plural of nouns; but bere it may be
more properly considéred as being separated from the artis
cle to which it belongs. .

2.—To nouns after the plural possessive pronouns.

3.—To the possessive pronoun in the third person
of both numbers, after the prepositions 5o, le, 3, pe, an
the. : :

4.—To verbs in the conditional mood. )

5—To verbs in the active voice, and after the interro-
gative particle,

6.—Not only to words beginning with vowels, but the
letter ¢, after the conjunction noéa not.

7.—To words following the prepositions a in, and
30 that. '

8.—As a part of the intensitive |p, the i being dropped,
thus-—ofappaim I beseech, from jappaym I ask.

‘. In general, the same accidents which causes eclipsis in
consonants, require the prefix of » to vowels. .
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VIL.— The letter ¢, besides the cases wherein it eclipses
§, occurs as a prefix— ,

. }—To masculine adjectives, in the nomin. and accus.
singular. :

2.—Masculine adjectives preceding substantives require
it in the dative singular, as well as in the nom.; feminine
adjectives require it in' the genitive sing. In the plural, it
will in such a case be prefixed to the nom. and dat. of bath
genders.

3.—vo thy before a yowel, or ¢, is sometimes changed
into t, as well as into b, and then the ¢ is lost in the
pronunciation, as t’rean thy husbund. (O’ Reilly, on
letter ¢.) . C

"1 shall here subjoin a -table of the different significationd
of the particles a and bo. The learner will be greatly as-
sisted by making himself well acquainted with them.

U is 1.—used sometimes for the article tke.
2.—Itis a substantive, with several significations:
$.— An adjective, as lofty, &c.

. 4.~ A posessive pronoun—Aais, her, its, their:
5.—A relative pronoun that, who, which.

» 6.—A sign of the infinitive mood.

* Te—A preposition, in:
8. A sign of the vocative case.
9.—A mark of interrogation.

10.—\ sign of affirnration, as & ca(m.

Do is 1. A sign of the dative case.
- 2. Thy the genitive of v. A
8—The posessive pronoun—thy, thine, your.
44 sign of the infinitive mood.
5.—Generally used as a sign of the indicative mood, past
tense : and.of the peotential mood.
6.—iA particle of negation.
7.—With ra, as pa 50 thice. .



N

APPENDIX.

,

I suaLy transcribe from Neilson’s Grammar an account
®f the differences ‘of pronunciation of Irish words in the
different Provinces of Ireland ; and present them, without any
cominent, on his authority, which is deservedly esteemed.

In general the accent falls on the first syllables, and this prin-
ciple is observed in the iorth of freland ; as, Af1an bread; nATUR
a razor : blt, in the south and west, they say apan, norian &c.

Again, when n follows ¢, g, m, or t, it is pronounced in the
aorth like r; #3, cnam) a done, ¢ar; but in the south and
west the true pronunciation is retained.

B, or m, when aspirated, was originally sounded as v. This
ancient pronunciation is still retained in the north of ireland, as
jn Scotland, and the Isle of Man.- It is alsoretained in the south,
in the beginning of words; and the middle, if joined by a small
vowel. But, if the next vowel be broad, es in the word FoZmajt
karvest, which should be pronounced fovar, those of the
south entirely suppress the consonant; and, coutracting the twe
wyllables into one, they say, foar.

Throughout Connaught, Leinster, and some ¢ounties of Ulster,
the sound of wis substituted for that of v, to represent b, and
. Thus, mo mac my som, (properly sounded, mo vac,) is
pionounced, mo wac

Ch, at the end of words, or syllables, is very weakly expressed
by the natives of Ulster; ach receives no more force, than if it
were written ah; and ch, before t, is quite silent in all the coun-
try along the sea coast, from Derry to Waterford; thus, b
ouine boit there was a poor man, is there pronounced, b
pune béc.

Th is also omitted in pronouncing many words, such as ataip

JSather, MATAIN mother, &c. in most of the counties of Ulster,
and the east of Leinster, where these words are pronounced as

if written dafp, maatm









