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Mimir Icelandic Grammar
by John Tebbutt

Declension of the Definite Article

The Definite Article is used as in English when an adjective precedes the noun:
Hinn sterki hestur - The strong horse.

Hin djapa & - The deep river.

Hid rika land - The rich land.

Singular
M F N
N hinn hin hid
A hinn hina hid
D hinum hinni hinu
G hins hinnar hins
Plural
M F N
N hinir hinar hin
A hina hinar hin
D hinum hinum hinum
G hinna hinna hinna

Postpositive Use
The Definite Article follows the noun when:

e The noun has no adjective, or
o The adjective follows the noun.

Masculine
S P

N hestur-inn hestar-nir
A hest-inn hesta-na
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D hesti-num hestu-num

G hests-ins hesta-nna
Feminine
S P
N borg-in borgir-nar
A borg-ina borgir-nar
D borg-inni borgu-num
G borgar-innar borga-nna
Neuter
S P
N skip-1id skip-in
A skip-1i& skip-in
D skipi-nu skipu-num
G skips-ins skipa-nna
Nouns

e Strong Declension
o Masculine
= Group 1 (hestur, hattur...)
= Group 2 (smidur, dalur...)
= Group 3 (hlutur, stadur...)
= Group 4 (fadir, brédir...)
o Feminine
=  Group 1 (kerling, lifur...)
= Group 2 (tid, gjof...)
= Group 3 (bok, kyr...)
o Neuter (barn, sumar...)
o Weak Declension
o Masculine (timi, afi...)
=  Group 1 (timi, afi...)
= Group 2 (bdndi, nemandi...)
o Feminine (tunga, saga...)
=  Group 1 (tunga, amma...)
= Group 2 (lygi, fredi...)
o Neuter (auga, hjarta...)
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Strong Nouns

Strong Masculine Nouns

Strong Masculine nouns are divided into four groups.

Group 1 (hestur, hattur...)
Group 2 (smidur, dalur...)
Group 3 (hlutur, stadur...)
Group 4 (fadir, broair...)

Group SM1
Genitive Singular -s (-ar), Nominative Plural -ar.

Hestur - horse

S P
N hestur hestar
A hest hesta
D hesti hestum
G hests hesta
Stoll - Chair

S P
N stoll stélar
A stél stédla
D stoli stdlum
G stoéls stdla
Group SM2

Genitive Singular -s (-jar), Nominative Plural -ir.

Smidur - smith

S P
N smidur smidir
A smid smidi
D smid smidum
G smids smida
Veggur - wall

S P
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N veggur veggir
A vegg veggi

D vegg veggjum
G veggjar veggja
Group SM3

Genitive Singular -ar, Nominative Plural -ir.

Hlutur - thing

S p
N hlutur hlutir
A hlut hluti
D hlut hlutum
G hlutar hluta
Fjodur - fjord, firth

S p
N fjordur firdir
A fjord firdi
D firdi fjordum
G fjardar fjarda
Group SM4

Nominative Plural -ur.Only six common words:

o Fadir - father

e Brodir - brother
e Fotur - foot

e Fingur - finger
e Vetur - winter

e Madur - man

Fadir - father

S P
N fadir fedur
A fodur fedur
D fodur fedrum
G fodur (s) fedra
Brodir - brother

S P
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Qo r =

Fotur -

Qo r =

brédir
brédur
brédur
brédur (s)

foot

foétur
fot
feti
fétar

Fingur - finger

Qo r =

Vetur -

Qo=

S

fingur
fingur
fingri
fingurs

winter

S

vetur
vetur
vetri
vetrar

Madur - man

Qo P =

madur
mann

manni
manns

braedur
braedur
braedrum
braedra

fetur
fetur
fétum
féta

fingur
fingur
fingrum
fingra

P

vetur
vetur
vetrum
vetra

menn (-ir)
menn
monnum
manna

Strong Feminine Nouns

Strong Feminine nouns are divided into three groups.

e Group 1 (kerling, lifur...)

e Group 2 (tid, gjof...)

e Group 3 (bok, kyr...)
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Group SF1
Genitive Singular -ar, (-r), Nominative Plural -ar.

Kerling - old woman

S p
N kerling kerlingar
A kerlingu kerlingar
D kerlingu kerlingum
G kerlingar kerlinga
Lifur - liver

S p
N lifur lifrar
A lifur lifrar
D lifur lifrum
G lifrar lifra
Group SF2

Genitive Singular -ar, Nominative Plural -ir.

Gjof - gift

S P
N gjof gjafir
A gjof gjafir
D gjof gjofum
G gjafar gjafa

Verslun - trade

S P
N verslun verslanir
A verslun verslanir
D verslun verslunum
G verslunar verslana
Group SF3

Genitive Singular -ar (-ur, r), Nominative Plural -ur (-r).

M0odir - mother



N moédir medur
A médur maedur
D médur maedrum
G moédur medra
Bok - book

S P
N bdk bakur
A bdk bakur
D bdk bdkum
G békar bdka

Strong Neuter Nouns

Strong Neuter nouns are not classified into groups. Genitive Singular -s, Nominative Plural
without ending.

Barn - child
S P
N barn born
A barn born
D barni bornum
G barns barna

Sumar - summer

S P
N sumar sumur
A sumar sumur
D sumri sumrum
G sumars sumra

Weak Nouns

Weak Masculine Nouns

Weak Masculine nouns are classified into two groups:

e Group 1 (timi, afi...)
e Group 2 (béndi, nemandi...)
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Group WM1
Genitive Singular -a, Nominative Plural -ar.

Bakari - baker

S P
N bakari bakarar
A bakara bakara
D bakara bokurum
G bakara bakara

Afi - grandfather

S P
N afi afar
A afa afa
D afa ofum
G afa afa
Group WM2

Genitive Singular -a, Nominative Plural -ur.

Bakari - baker

S P
N béndi bandur
A bénda baendur
D bénda baendum
G bdénda banda

Nemandi- student

S P
N nemandi nemendur
A nemanda nemendur
D nemanda nemendum (O)
G nemanda nemenda (a)

Weak Feminine Nouns
Weak Feminine nouns are classified into two groups:

e Group 1 (tunga, amma...)
o Group 2 (lyqi, fredi...)
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Group WF1
Genitive Singular -u, Nominative Plural -ur.

Tunga - tongue

S P
N tunga tungar
A tungu tungur
D tungu tungum
G tungu tungna
Saga - story

S P
N saga sogur
A sogu sogur
D sogu sogum
G sogu sagna
Group WF2

Genitive Singular -i (-is), Nominative Plural without ending or -ar, ir.

Lygi - lie

S P
N lygi lygar
A lygi lygar
D lygi lygum
G lygi lyga

Hfi (eevi) - life

S P
N afi aefir
A aefi efir
D aefi aefum
G efi xefa

Weak Neuter Nouns

Weak Neuter nouns form a single group containing few words.



Auga - eye

S P
N auga augu
A auga augu
D auga augum
G auga augna
Pronouns

e Personal (ég, pa...)

e Possessive (minn, pinn...)

o Demonstrative (sa, pessi...)

o Interrogative (hver...)

o Indefinite (nokkur, enginn, ymis...)

Personal Pronouns

e &EACUTE:.g
. b

+ Hann

+ Hin

. bad

. Top

First Person (I, we)

S P
N ég vid
A mig okkur (oss)
D mér okkur (oss)
G min okkar (vor)

Second Person (You)

S P Polite
N bu bid bér
A big vkkur ydur

D bér yvkkur ydur
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G bin vkkar ydar

Third Person - Masculine (He/lt)

S P
N hann beir
A hann ba
D honum beim
G hans beirra

Third Person - Feminine (She/lt)

S P
N hun ber
A hana bar
D henni beim
G hennar beirra

Third Person - Neuter (lt)

S P
N bad bau
A bad bau
D bvi beim
G bess beirra

Possessive Pronouns

e Minn, binn, Sinn

o Vor
. M

Minn (my, mine), binn (your), Sinn (his, her, its, their)

Singular
M F N

N minn min mitt

11
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A minn
D minum
G mins
M
N minir
A mina
D minum
G minna

Vor (Our)

vOor
vorn
vorum
vors

Qo P =

vorir
vora

vorum
vorra

Qo P =

Demonstrative Pronouns

[ ]

UWU)

2D |
i

e o
—|T
5E

>

Sa(that)

mina
minni
minnar

Plural

minar
minar
minum
minna

Singular
F

vor
vora
vorri
vorrar

Plural

vorar
vorar
vorum
vorra

Singular
F

su

pba

mitt
minu
mins

min
min
minum
minna

vort
vort
voru
vOors

vOor
vOor
vorum
vorra

bad
bad
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D beim pbeirri
G bess beirrar
Plural
M F
N beir bar
A ba bar
D beim beim
G beirra beirra
pessi(this)
Singular
M F
N bessi bessi
A benna/n bessa
D bessum bessari
G bessa bessarar
Plural
M F
N bessir bessar
A bessa bessar
D bessum bessum
G bessara bessara

Hinn(the other)

Declined as the Definite Article, except that the Nominative Singular Neuter is hitt not hid.

Back to the Demonstrative Pronouns Menu

Interrogative Pronouns

Hver
Hvor
Hvada
Hvilikur

Top

bvi
bess

bau
bau
beim
beirra

betta
betta
bessu
bessa

bessi
bessi
bessum
bessara
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Hver (Who, Which (of many))

Q oy =

Qo yr =

hver
hvern
hverjum
hvers

M

hverjir
hverja
hverjum
hverra

Singular

F

hver
hverja
hverri
hverrar

F

hverjar
hverjar
hverjum
hverra

Hvor (Who, Which (of two))

Declined like vor.

Hvada (What)

Not declinable.

Hvilikur (What, What sort)

N

hvert (hvad)
hvert (hvad)
hverju
hvers

N

hver
hver
hverjum
hverra

Declined like the adjective rikur in the strong form.

Indefinite Pronouns

Nokkur
Enginn

Enginn (colloquial)

&YACUTE:mis

Badir

Miscellaneous

Nokkur (any, one, some)

Singular

14
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M F
N nokkur nokkur
A nokkurn nokkra
D nokkrum nokkurri
G nokkurs nokkurrar

Plural

M F
N nokkrir nokkrar
A nokkra nokkrar
D nokkrum nokkrum
G nokkurra nokkurra

Enginn (no, none)

Singular
M F
N enginn engin
A engan enga
D engum engri
G einskis engrar
Plural
M F
N engir engar
A enga engar
D engum engum
G engra engra

Enginn (colloquial/familiar)

Singular
M F
N engi engi
A ongvan ongva
D ongvum ongri
G einkis dongrar
Plural
M F
N ongvir ongvar
A ongva ongvar
D dngvum ongvum
G ongra ongra
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N

nokkurt (nokkud)
nokkurt (nokkud)
nokkru
nokkurs

N

nokkur
nokkur
nokkrum
nokkurra

N

ekkert
ekkert
engu
einskis

engin
engin
engum
engra

N

ekki
ekki
einigu
einkis

N

engi
engi
ongvum
dngra
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&YACUTE;mis (various)

Singular
M F N
N ymis ymis ymist
A ymsan ymsa ymist
D ymsum ymissi ymsu
G ymiss ymissar ymiss
Plural
M F N
N ymsir ymsar ymis
A ymsa ymsar ymis
D ymsum ymsum ymsum
G ymissa ymissa ymissa
Badir (both)
M F N
N badir bé&dar baedi
A bada bé&dar baedi
D badum b&dum badum
G beggja beggja beggja

Miscellaneous

o Einn (one). Declined like the numeral einn.

e Neinn (no, not (any)). Declined like the numeral einn.

o Annar (another). Declined like the numeral annar.

o Hver (each, every). Declined like the interrogative pronoun hver.
o Hvor (each, every). Declined like the interrogative pronoun hvor.
e Annarhvor (either, one of two). Double declension: annar and hvor.
« Hvortveggja (both). Only hvort is declined, like hvor.

o Einhver (someone, somebody). Declined like hver.

o Serhver (everyone, everybody). Declined like hver.

e Allur (all). Declined like a strong adjective.

e Hvorugur (neither). Declined like a strong adjective.

e Sumur (some, some part of). Declined like a strong adjective.

e Sumir (some). Declined like a strong adjective.

o Faeinir (few). Declined like a plural strong adjective.
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Adjectives
o Strong
e Weak

o Comparative/Superlative
e lrreqular Comparison

Strong Adjectives

Used when no article or pronoun is present.

°
Py

ikur
Boginn

.

Rikur (rich, strong, powerful)

M F N
N rikur rik rikt
A rikan rika rikt
D rikum rikri riku
G riks rikrar riks

Plural

M F N
N rikir rikar rik
A rika rikar rik
D rikum rikum rikum
G rikra rikra rikra

Boginn (bent, curved)

Singular
M F N
N boginn bogin bogid
A boginn bogna bogid
D bognum boginni bognu
G bogins boginnar bogins
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Plural
M F N
N bognir bognar bogin
A bogna bognar bogin
D bognum bognum bognum
G boginna boginna boginna
Weak Adjectives
Used when there is an article or pronoun present.
o Top
Singular
M F N
N riki rika rika
A rika riku rika
D rika riku rika
G rika riku rika
Plural
M F N
N riku riku riku
A riku riku riku
D riku riku riku
G riku riku riku
Back to the Top.

Comparison of Adjectives

o Comparative
e Superlative
° M

The Comparative Form

Regular comparison takes the stem of the adjective and adds "-ari". There are two main

variations:

1. Stem +"-ri", e.g. nyr - nyrri (new - newer);
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2. Stem + "-ri" + root vowel change, e.g. stor - staerri (big - bigger).

It is declinable in the weak form only.

Singular
M F N
N rikari rikari rikara
A rikari rikari rikara
D rikari rikari rikara
G rikari rikari rikara
Plural
M F N
N rikari rikari rikari
A rikari rikari rikari
D rikari rikari rikari
G rikari rikari rikari

Note: The Comparative governs the Dative case, e.g.

Bjarni er flestum ménnum frodrari. (Bjarni is more learned than most men.)

The Superlative Form
Regular superlative takes the stem of the adjective and adds "-astur”. There is one main variation:

1. Stem + "-stur" + root vowel change, e.g. stor - steerstur (big - biggest); ungur - yngstur
(young - youngest).

It is declinable in both strong and weak forms.

Strong
M F N
rikastur rikust rikast
Weak
M F N
rikasti rikasta rikasta

Note: The Superlative governs the Genitive case, e.g.

Hun er fegurst allra kvenna. (She is the most beautiful of all women.)



Irregular Comparison

o Adjectives with Irreqular Comparisons
o Adjectives with no Normal Forms
o Non-Declinable Adjectives

. Top

Adjectives with Irregular Comparisons

Normal Comparative Superlative

gamall eldri elstur (old)

godur betri bestur (good)

1itill minni minnstur (little)
margur fleiri flestur (many)

mikill meiri mestur (great, large)
illur verri verstur (bad)

slaemur verri verstur (bad)

vondur verri verstur (bad)

Adjectives with no Normal Forms

Certain adjectives exist only in the Comparative and Superlative Forms. Non-existent Normal
forms are given in brackets.

Normal Comparative Superlative

(nordur) nydri nyrstur (North)

(sudur) sydri sy8stur (South)

(austur) eystri austastur (East)

(vestur) vestri vestastur (West)

(aftur) aftari aftastur (back)

(fram) fremri fremstur (front)

(fjarri) firri firstur (far)

(neaer) naerri nestur (near)

(for, fyrir) fyrri fyrstur (for/former/first)
(s18) sidari sidastur (latest)

(s18) sidri sistur (worst)

(handan) handari handastur (far off)

(heim) heimari heimastur (near home)
(heldur) heldri helstur (good)

(hezgur) hegri - (right)

( - ) vinstri - (left)

(inn) innri innstur (inner/innermost)
(at) ytri ystur (outer/outermost)
(nidur) nedri nedstur (low)

(of) efri efstur (up)

(sjaldan) sjaldnari sjaldnastur (rare)
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hindri histur (late)
skdrri skdstur (bearable)
&0ri edtur (superior/supreme)

Non-Declinable Adjectives
A small number of adjectives are not declinable, most end in "-a":

aflvana (impotent)
daudvona (moribund)
einmana (alone, lonely)
farlama (decrepit)
hugsi (meditative)
ravita (insane, crazy)

Adverbs

Adverbs Derived from Adjectives
Neuter Adjectives Used As Adverbs
Irregular Comparison

Adverbs of Time

Adverbs of Place

Adverbs of Manner and Degree
Adverbs of Cause

Adverbs of Adversity

Affirmative Adverbs

Negative Adverbs

Adverbs Derived From Adjectives

Many adverbs are formed from the stem of the corresponding adjective by adding the -a suffix.
E.g.

regluleg/ur (regular) gives regluleg/a (regularly);

drengileg/ur (brave) gives drengileg/a (bravely), etc.

Such adverbs have degrees of comparison:
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prydilega -- prydilegar -- prydilegast

Some have different suffixes:

lengi -- lengur -- lengst -- for a long while;

fram -- fremur -- fremst -- forward/preferably/most of all;
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neerri -- naer -- naest -- nearly/almost/next. Back to the Top.

Neuter Adjectives Used As Adverbs

Some adjectives in the neuter form are used directly as adverbs. Examples are given below,

together with methods of comparison.

bagt - bagar/a -
hart - hardar/a -
hatt - harra -
langt - lengra -
seint - seinna -

bagast
hardast
haest
lengst
seinast

Irregular Comparison of Adverbs

gjarna/n - heldur -
illa - verr -
litt - midur -
1itid - minna -
mjog - meir -
snemma - fyrr -
vel - betur -
Adverbs of Time

nu/pa/lengri -- now/then/for a long time;

helst
verst
minnst
minst
mest
fyrst
best

(difficult)
(hard)
(highly)
(long, far)
(late)

(gladly/willingly)
(badly)
(little)
(little)
(very)
(soon/early)
(well)

aldrei/sjaldan/stundum/oft/(alltaf/avalt) -- never/seldom/sometimes/often/always.

Adverbs of Place
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hingad -- hér/na -- hédan -- to here/here/from here;
pangad -- par/na -- padan -- to there/there/from there;
hvert -- hvar -- hvadan -- where to/where/where from;.
ati -- inni -- out(side)/in(side);

ofan -- undan -- fyrir -- heima -- down(from above)/before/in front of/at home.

Adverbs of Manner and Degree
vel -- well;

illa -- badly;

pannig -- thus;

hvernig -- how;

svona -- thus;

SVO -- SO;

mjog -- very;

alveg -- quite.

Adverbs of Cause

hversvegna -- why;

pessvegna -- therefore.

Adverbs of Adversity
b0 -- however;
samt -- yet;

par a mot/i -- on the other hand;
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annars -- or else, otherwise.

Affirmative Adverbs

J&, ju -- yes (ju is used to deny negative statements or questions);
sannlega, sannarlega -- indeed, really;
vissulega, vist -- certainly;

raundar, raunar -- really.

Negative Adverbs
nei -- no;

ekki, eigi -- not.

Numbers

e Numerals
o Declension of Einn
o Declension of Tveir
o Declension of brir
o Declension of Fjorir
o Declension of Hundrad, Pusund, and Milljon
e Ordinal Numbers
o All Ordinal Numbers except Annar are declined as weak adjectives

o Declension of Annar
Fractions
Group Numerals (einir, tvennir...)
Numeral Nouns (einning, tvenning...)
Adjectives of age, height, etc.
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Numerals

e Declension of Einn

o Declension of Tveir

o Declension of bir

o Declension of Fjorir

o Declension of Hundrad, pasund, and Milljén
e Back to the Numbers Menu

Einn (One)
Singular
M F N
N einn ein eitt
A einn einna eitt
D einum einni einu
G eins einnar eins
Plural
M F N
N einir einar ein
A eina einar ein
D einum einum einum
G einna einna einna

Note: Einn may also be declined like a weak adjective: hinn eini, hin eina, hid eina, etc.

Tveir (Two)
M F N
N tveir tver tvod
A tvo tver tvod
D tveim/ur tveim/ur tveim/ur
G tveggja tveggja tveggja
Pir (Three)
M F N
N brir brjar brijt
A brjéa brjar brja
D brem/ur brem/ur brem/ur
G briggja briggja briggja
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Fjorir (Four)

M F N
N fiérir fjdérar fiogur
A fiéra fjdérar fiogur
D fjérum fjérum fjérum
G fjogra fjogra fjogra

Hundrad (a hundred), Pasund (a thousand), and Milljén (a million)

1. When used as adjectives, these numbers are not declined except that the plural of
hundrad is hundrud;
2. When used as nouns:
o Hundrad is declined neuter;
o busund may be declined feminine like tid or neuter like skip;
o Milljon is always feminine.

Ordinal Numbers

All Ordinal Numbers except Annar are declined as weak adjectives.

Declension of Annar(the second, the other)

Singular

M F N
N annar onnur annad
A annan adra annad
D odrum annarri odru
G annars annarrar annars
Plural

M F N
N adrir adrar onnur
A adra adrar onnur
D o0drum odrum o0drum
G annarrar annarra annarra

Fractions


http://www.samkoma.com/mimir/mimadj.htm#weak

27

Nouns denoting fractions are formed, in general, by replacing the -i ending of the ordinal number
with -ungur. Half is the exception.

So, pridji gives pridjungur.

helmingur (-s, -ar) - a half;
pridjungur - a third;
fjoroungur - a quarter;
fimtungur - a fifth, etc.

Adjectives are formed from the numerals by adding -faldur (-fold).
E.g. einfaldur - single; tvéfaldur - double, etc.
Some examples of quantities involving fractions:

halfur - half;

einn pridji - one third,;

einn tiundi - one tenth;

halfur pridji eda tveir og halfur - two and a half;
tveir sjoundu - two sevenths;

prir fjorou - three quarters;

sjo heilir og einn fjéroi - seven and a quarter;

Group Numerals

Group numerals refer to things associated in twos, threes, etc. Examples of such words include:
einir - a pair;

tvennir - two pairs;

brennir - three pairs;
fernir - four pairs.

These words are declined like adjectives, e.g.:
einir sokkar - a pair of socks;

tvennir skor - two pairs of shoes.

Numeral Nouns

These are akin to the English couple, dozen, score, etc., signifying certain quantities. Most are
feminine in gender.

e eining or eind - one of something;
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tvenning or tvend - two of something;
brenning - three of something;

fimt - five of something;

sjéund - seven of something;

attund - eight of something;

niund - nine of something;

tiund or tugur - ten of something;
tylft - twelve of something.

To multiply, the word sinn is used: eitt sinn, tveim sinnum, and so on. Note the terms tvisvar
(twice) and prisvar (thrice).

Adjectives of age, height, etc.
WARNING: Don't take this information too seriously - I need to double check it.

Adjectives formed from the numeral stem and used to describe measures such as age, height,
length, depth, etc.

Numbers from 20 - 70 add -tugur to the stem, while numbers from 80 - 120 add -raedur.
E.g. tvitugur, pritugur, fertugur - 20, 30, 40 years old, metres deep, kilometers long, etc.

Examples:

e tvitugur madur - a 20-year-old man (20 ara gamall madur);
e pritugur hamar - a 30-fathom high precipice (30 fadma har hamar);
« sextugt dypi - a depth of 60 fathoms (60 fadma dypi);

e tvitugur hvalur - a 20-aln long whale (20 alna langur hvalur).

Verbs

Auxiliary and Special Verbs (hafa, vera...)
Strong Verbs

Weak Verbs

Formation of Tenses

The Passive Voice

The Middle Voice

Impersonal Verbs

Auxiliary and Special Verbs (hafa, vera...)

» Eiga
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o Fa

o Geta
» Hafa
o Kunna
o Meqga
. Muna
e Munu
e Skulu
e Unna
o Vera
e Verda
« Vilja
o Vita

e burfa

Eiga - to ought to; to have, own
Supine: att; Present Participle: eigandi

Note: eiga takes the supine.

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I. Past S.
ég a eigi atti etti
bua att eigir attir ettir
hann a eigi atti etti
vid eigum eigum attum ettum
bid eigid eigid attud ettud
beir eiga eigi attu ettu

Fara - to go, travel, leave

Past Participle: farinn; Supine: farid; Present Participle: farandi

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I. Past S.
ég fer fari for feri
bua ferd farir foéorst ferir
hann fer fari for feri
vid forum forum férum ferum
bid farid farid férud ferud
beir fara fari féru feru

Fa - to get, receive; have something done

Past Participle: fenginn; Supine: fengid; Present Participle: faandi
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Note: fa takes the supine.

Pres. T. Pres. S. Past I.
ég fe fai fékk
ba ferd féair fékkst
hann fer fai fékk
vid faum faum fengum
bid f4io f4io fengud
beir fa fai fengu

Geta - to be able
Past Participle: getinn; Supine: getid; Present Participle: getandi

Note: geta takes the supine.

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I.
ég get geti gat
bua getur getir gatst
hann getur geti gat
vid getum getum gatum
bid getid getid gatud
beir geta geti gatu

Hafa - to have

Supine: haft; Present Participle: hafandi

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I.
ég hef hafi hafoi
pua hefur hafir hafdir
hann hefur hafi haféi
vid hofum hofum hofdéum
pid hafid hafid hofdud
beir hafa hafi hofdu

Kunna - to know

Supine: kunnad; Present Participle: kunnandi

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I.
ég kann kunni kunni
bua kannt kunnir kunnir
hann kann kunni kunni
vid kunnum kunnum kunnum
bid kunnid kunnid kunnud

beir kunna kunni kunnu

Past S.

fengi
fengir
fengi
fengum
fengud
fengu

Past S.

geti
getir
geti
gaetum
getud
gaetu

Past S.

hefdi
hefdir
hefdi
hefdum
hefdud
hefdu

Past S.

kynni
kynnir
kynni
kynnum
kynnud
kynni
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Mega - to be allowed, may

Supine: matt; Present Participle: megandi

Pres. T.
ég ma
pbua matt
hann ma
vid megum
bid megid
bmer mega

Muna - to remember

Supine: munad; Present Participle: munandi

Pres. I.
ég man
bua manst
hann man
vid munum
pid munid
bmer muna

Munu - shall/will

Pres. S.

megi
megir
megi
megum
megid
megi

Pres. S.

muni
munir
muni
munum
munid
muni

Note: no supine or participles.

Pres. TI.
ég mun
pbua munt
hann mun
vid munum
bid munud
bmer munu

Skulu - shall/will

Pres. S.

muni
munir
muni
munum
munid
muni

Note: no supine or participles.

Pres. TI.
ég skal
ba skalt
hann skal
vid skulum

bid skulud

Pres. S.

skuli
skulir
skuli
skulum
skulid

Past I.

matti
mattir
matti
mattum
mattud
mattu

Past I.

mundi
mundir
mundi
mundum
mundud
mundu

Past T.

mundi
mundir
mundi
mundum
mundud
mundu

Past I.
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Past S.

metti
mettir
maetti
mettum
maettud
maettu

Past S.

myndi
myndir
myndi
myndum
myndud
myndi

Past S.

myndi
myndir
myndi
myndum
myndud (-1i8)
myndu (-1)

Past S.

skyldi
skyldir
skyldi
skyldum
skyldud



bmer skulu skuli - skyldu

Unna - to love; grant, not grudge

Supine: unnad; Present Participle: unnandi

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I. Past S.
ég ann unni unni ynni
ba annt unnir unnir ynnir
hann ann unni unni ynni
vid unnum unnum unnum ynnum
bid unnid unnid unnud ynnud
beir unna unni unnu ynni
Vera - to be

Supine: verid; Present Participle: verandi

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I. Past S.
ég er sé (veri) var veri
bua ert sért (verir) varst verir
hann er sé (veri) var veri
vid erum séum (verum) vorum vaerum
bid erud séud (verid) vorud verud
beir eru séu (verl) voru veru

Verda - to become

Past Participle: ordinn; Supine: ordid; Present Participle: verdandi

Pres. T. Pres. S. Past T. Past S.
ég verd verdi vard yroi
bua verdur verdir vardst yrdir
hann verdur verdi vard yroi
vid verdum verdum urdum yrdum
bid verdid verdid urdud yrdud
beir verda verdi urdu yrdu

Vilja - to want to; will

Supine: viljad; Present Participle: viljandi

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past TI. Past S.
ég vil vilji vildi vildi
bt vilt viljir vildir vildir
hann vill vilji vildi vildi

vid viljum viljum vildum vildum
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bid viljid viljid vildud vildud
beir vilja vilji vildu vildu

Vita - to know

Supine: vitad; Present Participle: vitandi

Pres. TI. Pres. S. Past I. Past S.
ég veit viti vissi vissi
ba veist vitir vissir vissir
hann veit viti vissi vissi
vid vitum vitum vissum vissum
bid vitid vitid vissud vissud
beir vita viti vissu vissu

purfa - to need (to); have to, must

Supine: purft; Present Participle: purfandi

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I. Past S.
ég barf burfi burfti byrfti
bu barft pburfir burftir byrftir
hann barft burfi burfti byrfti
vid burfum burfum burftum byrftum
bid burfid burfid burftud byrftud
beir burfa burfi burftu byrfti
Strong Verbs

Strong (or irregular) verbs may be grouped into six general types, depending on the root vowel
change they undergo when declined across the infinitive, perfect singular, perfect plural, and
supine/past participle.

e Type 1 (bita, etc.)

e Type 2 (bjéoa, etc.)

e Type 3 (bresta, etc.)

e Type 4 (bera, etc.)

o Type5 (taka, etc.)

o Type 6 (grata, etc.)

e Other, difficult to classify verbs (bua, sja, etc.)

Type 1 Verbs: Bita, etc.
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Characterized by the root vowel change: i--ei/é--i--i

Bita - to bite: bita--beit--bitid--bitinn

Imperative: bit (s), bitid (pl)

Pres. T.
ég bit
pbua bitur
hann bitur
vid bitum
bid bitid
beir bita
Other verbs of Type 1

Pres. S.

biti
bitir
biti
bitum
bitid
biti

Past I.

beit
beitst
beit
bitum
bitud
bitu
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Past S.

biti
bitir
biti
bitum
bitud
bitu

The first person singular present indicative is given in brackets where its stem differs from the

infinitive;

(u) indicates that the supine is formed with u as opposed to o.

bida - wait; bita - bite; drifa - drive;

gina - gape; gripa - grasp; hniga - fall gently;
hrifa - catch hold; hrina - squeal; hvina - whistle, whine;
klifa - climb; klipa - pinch; kvida - dread;

1lida - elapse; lita - look; rida - ride;

rifa - tear; risa - rise; siga - sink;

skina - shine; skrida - creep; slita - break;

snida - cut; stiga - step; svida - singe, smart;
svifa - soar; svikja - deceive; vikja - yield;

brifa - grasp, snatch.

Type 2 Verbs: Bjoda, etc.
Characterized by the root vowel change: j6/j0/0--au/6--u--0
Bjdda - to offer: bjoda--baud--budum--bodio

Imperative: byd (s), bjodio (pl)

Pres. T. Pres. S. Past I. Past S.
ég byd bjodi baud bydi
bua bydur bjédir baudst bydir
hann bydur bjodi baud bydi
vid bj68um bjbédum budum bydum
pid bj681d bj681d budud bydud
beir bjéda bjoédi budu bydu



Other verbs of Type 2

The first person singular present indicative is given in brackets where its stem differs from the

infinitive;

(u) indicates that the supine is formed with u as opposed to o.

bjéda (byd) - offer; brjéta (bryt) - break;
drjupa (dryp) - drip; fjuka (fvk) - blow;

fljéta (flyt) - float; fljtga (flyg) - fly;
frijésa (frys) - freeze; gjésa (gys) - gush;
gjéta (gyt) - have young; hléta (hlyt) - must;
hnjéta (hnyt) - stumble; hrjéta (hryt) - snore;
hrokkva (hrekk) - draw back; kljafa (klyf) - split;
kjdésa (kys) - choose; krjupa (kryp) - creep;
lj6sta (lyst) - strike; ljaga (lyg) - lie;
1jaka (1lyk) - end; ltta (lyt) - bend;

njéta (nyt) - enjoy; rjéda (ryd) - redden;
rjuafa (ryf) - break; rjaka (ryk) - smoke;

sjoéda (syd) - boil; sjuga (syg) - suck;

skjota (skyt) - shoot; smjlga (smyg) - creep through;
strjuka (stryk) - stroke; stpa (syp) - sip;

sdkkva (sekk) - sink; stokkva (stekk) - jump;
syngja - sing; bjéta (pyt) - rush;

brjéta (pryt) - end.

Type 3 Verbs: Bresta, etc.

Characterized by the root vowel change: e/i/jaly/6--a/6--u--o/u

Bresta - to burst:bresta--brast--brustum--brostid

Imperative: brest (s), brustud (pl)

Pres. T. Pres. S. Past I.
ég brest bresti brast
bua brestur brestir brast
hann brestur bresti brast
vid brestum brestum brustum
pid brestid brestid brustud
beir bresta bresti brustu
Other verbs of Type 3

Past S.

brysti
brystir
brysti
brystum
brystud
brystu

The first person singular present indicative is given in brackets where its stem differs from the

infinitive;

(u) indicates that the supine is formed with u as opposed to o.

binda (u) - tie; brenna (u) - burn;
detta - fall; drekka (u) - drink;
gella - yell; gjalda geld - pay;

hrinda (u) - push; hverfa - disappear;

bresta - burst;

finna (u) - find;
gjalla (gell) - scream;
renna (u) - run;
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skella - crash; skreppa - slip;
snerta (snerti) - touch;spinna (u) - spin;
springa (u) - burst; stinga (u) - prick;
svelta - starve; sverfa - swear;
velta - overturn; verda - become;

vinda (u) - wind;

vinna (u) - work.

Type 4 Verbs: Bera, etc.

sleppa - escape;

spretta
svelgja
vella -
verpa -

Characterized by the root vowel change: e/o--a/o--a4/0--0/u

Bera - to carry:bera--bar--barum--borid

Imperative: ber (s), berid (pl)

Pres. TI.
ég ber
bua berd
hann ber
vid berum
pid berid
beir bera
Other verbs of Type 4

The first person singular present indicative is given in brackets where its stem differs from the

Pres. S. Past I.
beri bar
berir barst
beri bar
berum barum
berid barud
beri baru

- grow;
- swallow;
seethe;
throw;

Past S.

baeri
barir
baeri
baerum
berud
beru

infinitive; (u) indicates that the supine is formed with u as opposed to o.

bera (o) - carry;
fregna (fregid) - ask;
kveda (kvedinn) - say;
liggja (leginn) - lie;
reka (rekinn) - drive;
stela (o) - steal.

bidja (bedinn) - pray;
gefa (gefinn) - give;
leka (lekinn) - play;
meta (metinn) - value;
sitja (setinn) - sit;

Type 5 Verbs: Taka, etc.

Characterized by the root vowel change: a/a/e/ey/o/e--6--6--ale

Taka - to take:taka--tok--tokum--tekio

Imperative: tek (s), takid (pl)

Pres. I.
ég tek
bua tekur
hann tekur
vid tokum
pid takid
beir taka

Pres. S. Past I.
taki tok
takir tokst
taki tok
tokum tokum
takid tokud
taki toku

drepa (drepinn) - kill;
geta (getinn) - be able;
lesa (lesinn) - read;
nema (u) - learn;
skera (o) - cut;

Past S.

teki

tekir

taeki

taekjum

tekjud

tekju

36
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Other verbs of Type 5

The first person singular present indicative is given in brackets where its stem differs from the
infinitive;

(u) indicates that the supine is formed with u as opposed to o;

(e) indicates that the supine and past participle are formed with an e, e.g. dreginn.

aka (e) - drive; ala - give birth to; draga (e) - drag;

fara - go; fla (fle) (e) - flay; gala - crow;

grafa - dig; hefja - 1lift,begin; hlada - load;

kala - freeze; mala - grind; shaka (e) - shake;

skafa - scrape; sléd (sl&) (e) - strike; standa (stadinn) - stand;
taka (e) - take; vada - wade; vega - weigh.

Type 6 Verbs: Grata, etc.

An inconsistent group. Most have é--é or j6/6--ju/u in the perfect singular and plural. Stem of the
supine and past participle are generally the same as that of the infinitive.

Gréta - to cry:grata--grét--grétum--gratio

Imperative: great (s), gratid (pl)

Pres. I. Pres. S. Past I. Past S.
ég graet grati grét gréti
bt gretur gratir grést grétir
hann gretur grati grét gréti
vid gratum gratum grétum grétum
bid gratiod gratid grétud grétud
beir grata grati grétu grétu
Other verbs of Type 6
The verbs listed here are given in the form:
infinitive (meaning): 1st.Sing.Pres--1st.Sing.Perf--1st.Plu.Perf--Past.Part

Many of these verbs are irregular to some degree, and some additional difficult to classify verbs
have been added to the list for want of a better place to put them for the moment.

auka (increase): eyk--joék--jukum (ukum), jyki (yki)--aukinn
ausa (dip, ladle): eys--jbés--jusum (usum), jysi (ysi)--ausinn
blasa (blow): blaes--blés--blésum--blasinn

bta (prepare, live): by--bjé--bjuggum, b (j)yggi--blinn

deyja (die): dey--dé--ddéum--déinn

éta (eat): ét--4t--4tum--étinn

falla (fall): fell--féll--féllum--fallinn

fa (get): fe--fékk--fengum--fenginn

ganga (walk, go): geng--gékk--gengum--genginn

halda (hold): held--hélt--héldum--haldinn
hanga (hang): hangi--hékk--héngum--hanginn



heita (be called):

hlaupa (run):
hleja (laugh):
hoéggva (hew) :
koma (come) :
lata (let):
leika (play):
rada (advise):
sja (see):

skjdlfa (tremble):

sofa (sleep):
spyja (vomit) :
sverja (swear):
troda (tread):
vaxa (grow) :
vefa (weave):
bvo (wash):

Weak Verbs
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heiti--hét--hétum--heitinn
hleyp--hljép--hlupum, hlypi--hlaupinn
hle--hlé6--hlégum--hlegid
hegg--hjé--hjuggum, h(j)yggi--hdégg(v)inn
kem--kom--komum--kominn
let--1ét--1étum--14tinn
leik--1ék--1ékum--leikinn
red--réd--rédum--radinn
sé--sd--sdum--sédur (sénn)
skelf--skalf--skulfum--skolfid
sef--svaf--svafum--sofinn
spy--spjdé--spjoéum--spuid
sver--sdér--sbérum--svarinn
tred--trdd--trdédum--trodinn

vex—--(v) ox—--(v)uxum, yxi--vaxinn
vef--6f--6fum--ofinn
bve--pd--pbdgum--pveginn

The weak (or regular) verbs are divided into four groups on the basis of their present stem:

e Group One ( telja, etc.)
e Group Two ( dema, etc.)
e Group Three ( lifa, etc.)
o Group Four (kalla, etc.)

Paradigms of each group are presented below as follows:

1st Pers. Sing. Pres.--1st Pers. Sing. Past--1st Pers. Plu. Past--Past Part.

Group 1 Weak Verbs: Telja, etc.

Telja - to count:

tel--taldi--tdldum--talinn/taldur

Spyrja - to ask:

spyr--spurdi--spurdum--spurour

Flyja - to flee:

fly--fludi--fladum--fldinn

Group 2 Weak Verbs: Daema, etc.

D&ma - to judge:

daemi--demdi--demdum--demdur

Sokkva - to sink (transitive):

sokkvi--sokkti--s6kktum--sokktur
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Group 3 Weak Verbs: Lifa, etc.

Lifa - to live:
lifi--lifoi--lifdum--lifdur
Segja - to say:
segi--sagdi--sdgdum--sagour
Vaka - to be awake:

vaki--vakti--voktum--vakinn/vaktur

Group 4 Weak Verbs: Kalla, etc.

Kalla - to call:

kalla--kalladi--kdlludum--kalladur

Hyrga - to gladden:

hyrga--hyrgadi--hyrgudum--hyrgadur

Formation of Tenses
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Icelandic has fourteen tenses, four basic and the rest being formed with the auxiliary verbs hafa

or munu + the supine or infinitive.

The tenses of ad tala (to speak, tell) are as follows:

Present I. ég
Present S. ég
Past I. ég
Past S. ég
Perfect I. ég
Perfect S. ég
Pluperpect I. ég
Pluperfect S. ég
Future I. ég
Future S. ég
Future Perfect I. ég
Future Perfect S. ég
Conditional ég
Conditional Perfect ég

Some verbs use vera or verda instead of hafa as an auxiliary, often verbs involving motion.

tala
tali

taladi
taladi

hef talad
hafi talad

hafdi talad
hefdi talad

mun tala
muni tala

mun hafa talad
muni hafa talad

mundi tala
mundi hafa talad

The tenses of ad fara (to go) are as follows:

Present I. ég
Present S. ég

fer (ég er farinn)
fari (ég sé farinn)



Past I. ég
Past S. ég
Perfect I. ég
Perfect S. ég
Pluperpect I. ég
Pluperfect S. ég
Future I. ég
Future S. ég
Future Perfect I. ég
Future Perfect S. ég
Conditional ég
Conditional Perfect ég

The Passive Voice
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fér (ég var farinn)
feri (ég veri farinn)

hef farid
hafi farid

(ég hef verid farinn)
(ég hafi verid farinn)

hafdi farid
hefdi farid

mun farinn
muni farinn

(ég mun verda/vera farinn)
(ég muni verda/vera farinn)

mun hafa verid farinn
muni hafa verid farinn

mundi farinn (ég mundi verda/vera farinn)
mundi hafa verid farinn

The passive voice is formed using vera or verda plus the Past Participle.

For example, kalla -- to call:

Present I. ég
Present S. ég
Past I. ég
Past S. ég
Perfect I. ég
Perfect S. ég
Pluperpect I. ég
Pluperfect S. ég
Future I. ég
Future S. ég

Future Perfect I.
Future Perfect S.

Conditional
Conditional Perfect

Notes:

ég
ég
ég
ég

er kalladur etc.)

sé kalladur

(pa ert kalladur,

var kalladur
veri kalladur

hef verid kalladur
hafi verid kalladur

hafdi verid kalladur
hefdi verid kalladur

kalladur
kalladur

(vera)
(vera)

mun verda
muni verda

mun hafa verid kalladur
muni hafa verid kalladur

mundi verda (vera) kalladur
mundi hafa verid kalladur

Verda may be used in the Past Passive.

In the Future Passive, verda may be used in its Present Tense without munu, for example:
Hann verdur flengdur instead of Hann mun verda flengdur (He will be flogged).

When the Passive Conditional is used in the Subjunctive form (e.g. in indirect speech),
verda is used without munu, for example: &EACUTE;g hélt, ad hann yrdi drepinn -- |

thought that he would be killed.
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The Middle Voice

The Middle Voice is formed by the addition of the ending -st to the Active verb, in any tense.
When this results in the occurence of the letters ds, ds or ts in the same syllable such that only
the -s sound is pronounced, the d, d or t is dropped, for example: stend + st = stenst; bregd + st
= bregst; leet + st = laest.

The fourteen tenses of the Middle Voice of the verb kalla -- to call, are as follows:

Present I. ég, pG, hann kallast; vid kollumst,
Ppid kallist, peir kallast

Present S. ég kallist

Past I. ég, bG, hann kalladist; vid kolludumst,
pid kolludust, peir kolludust

Past S. ég kalladist

Perfect I. ég hef kallast

Perfect S. ég hafi kallast

Pluperpect I. ég hafdi kallast

Pluperfect S. ég hefdi kallast

Future I. ég mun kallast

Future S. ég muni kallast

Future Perfect I. ég mun hafa kallast

Future Perfect S. ég muni hafa kallast

Conditional ég mundi kallast

Conditional Perfect ég mundi hafa kallast

Notes:

o The Middle Voice has four principal uses:

o Reflexive. The original meaning of the Middle Voice. For example, kleeda -- to
dress, gives kledast -- to dress oneself;

o Reciprocal. The Middle Voice ending may indicate hvor annan -- each other. For
example, Peir hittust is equivalent to Peir hittu hvor annan -- They met (each
other);

Passive. Hann kallast can mean the same as Hann er kalladur;
Intransitive. Several transitive verbs have intransitive counterparts formed using
the Middle Voice, for example: kvelja/kveljast -- to torture; gledja/gledjast -- to
gladden/rejoice; mata/matast -- to feed/eat.
o Middle Voice Verbs. Several verbs exist only in the Middle Voice. Examples include
nalgast -- to approach;annast -- to take care of; heppnast -- to succeed;ottast -- to
fear;vingast vid -- to become freindly with;6dlast -- to obtain.

Impersonal Verbs
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Certain verbs are used only in the third person singular, and usually refer to natural events (the
weather, passage of time, etc.):

bad dagar -- it is dawn(ing);

pad kvoldar -- it is becoming evening;
pad dimmir -- it is getting dark;

pad vorar -- it is becoming Spring;
pad haustar -- it is becoming Fall;
pad hitnar -- it is getting warm;

pad kélnar -- it is getting cold;

pad snjoéar/fennir -- it is snowing;

pad rignir -- it is raining;

pad geisar -- a gale is blowing.

Certain impersonal verbs are used with the accusative personal pronoun:

Mig, pig, hann, osfr. pyrstir, hungrar, etc. -- | am thirsty, hungry, etc.;
Pad munar miklu -- it makes a great difference;

Mig munar um hverja krénuna -- Every krona makes a difference to me;
Mig langar til ad gera pad -- | long to do that;

Mig dreymdi vel (illa) i nott -- 1 had a nice (bad) dream last night.

Impersonal Use of Ordinary Verbs/The Dative Construction

This impersonal construction is very common in Icelandic. The logical subject of a sentence is
forced into the Dative case by the impersonal (third person) use of the verb. Some examples:

Mér hefur oft dottid i hug ad leera ensku;

Meér er heitt (kalt);

Mér pykir gaman ad lesa sogurnar;

Honum hefdi verid betra ad fara eftir minum radum;
Mér likar vel vid pig;

Honum skeikar ekki;

Meér batnar/versnar;

Honum batnadi seint;

Mér finnst pad gott;

Peim laust saman.

Prepositions

Prepositions Governing the Accusative.
Prepositions Governing the Dative.

Prepositions Governing the Accusative or Dative.
Prepositions Governing the Genitive.
Prepositional Phrases.
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Prepositions Governing the Accusative.

fyrir ofan -- above;

gegnum -- through;

kringum -- round, around,;

um -- about, around; across; during, by;
umfram -- above, beyond;

umhverfis -- around.

Prepositions Governing the Dative.

Prepositions Governing the Accusative or Dative.

ao -- to, upto, at;

af -- of, from, by, off;
andspenis -- directly opposite;
asamt -- together with;

fra -- from;

gagn -- against;

gagnvart -- opposite;

gegnt -- opposite to;

handa -- for, to;

hja -- with, by, near;
medfram -- along;

mot/moti -- against, opposite;
nélaegt -- near to;

undan -- from under;

ar -- from, out of;
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The following prepositions may govern the Accusative or Dative case. Usually the Accusative is

associated with motion or a change of state, while the Dative is associated with situation.

a--on, at, in, of;

eftir -- after, by, behind,;

fyrir -- for, before, in front of, because of;
i--in,at;

meo -- with;

undir -- under;

vid -- at, against, by, near;

yfir -- above, over, across.



Prepositions Governing the Genitive.

an -- without;

auk -- besides;

austan -- East of;

innan -- inside, within;
i stad -- instead of;
medal -- among;

megin -- on the side of;
milli/millum -- between;
nedan -- below;

nordan -- North of;
ofan -- above;

sakir -- on account of;
sunnan -- South of;
sbkum -- on account of;
til -- to, till, for;

utan -- outside;

vegna -- on account of;
vestan -- West of;

NOTE: When preceded by fyrir, these prepositions require the Accusative case.

Prepositional Phrases.

There are eleven principle and very common prepositions in Icelandic:

a, ao, af, eftir, fra, fyrir, i, med, til, um, and vid.

This section gives some examples of their use.

a

& can take either the Accusative of the Dative case, usually depending on whether motion or a
change of state is involved, e.g.

e ad leggja & bordid -- to put on(to) the table (ACC.);
e ad liggja & bordinu -- to be lying on the table (DAT.).

& gétunni -- in the street;

aensku -- in English;

a morgnana -- in the mornings;

a kvoldin -- in the evenings/of an evening;
& veturna -- in the winter;

a jolunum -- at Christmas;

a pessum stad -- in this place;

& sama stad og ... -- in the same place as ... ;
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Ad

& midneetti -- at mignight;

a sunnudag -- on Sunday;

& sunnudags kvoldid -- on Sunday evening;
a pennan hatt -- in this way;

& dansleik -- at a dance;

a minn kostnad -- at my expense;

& peim tima -- at that time;

tvisvar & dag -- twice a day;

mér er kalt a fétunum -- my feet are cold;
a leid -- on the way;

& beit -- grazing;

asundi -- swimming;

a lifi -- alive/living;

alaun -- in secret;

giska a -- to guess at;

preifa (taka) a -- to touch;

bragoa a -- to taste;

Ad takes only the Dative case.

Af

ad vera ad + VERB -- to be (busy) doing something;
aod lokum -- at last;

ad eilifu -- forever (and ever);

ao sumri -- in the Summer/next Summer;

ad vetri -- in the Winter/next Winter;

ao lani -- as a loan;

tvitugur ad aldri -- 20 years old;

ad logum -- by law;

spyrjaad ... -- to ask for ... ;

hljeeja ad ... -- to laugh at ... .

Af takes only the Dative case.

tiu por af ském -- 10 pairs of shoes;

af hendingu -- by chance, accidentally;

af 6llu afli -- with all one's might;

hver af 6drum -- one after the other;

mynd af mér -- a picture of me;

Hvad hefur pa gert af bokinni? -- What have you done with the book?;
Hvad er ordid af honum? -- What has become of him?;
fljuga af stad -- to take off;

bera af sér -- to ward off (a blow);

detta af baki -- to fall off a horse;

af pvi -- because;
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Eftir

Eftir takes the Accusative case in a temporal context and also when it refers to something done
or left by somebody. Otherwise the Dative is indicated. The third group listed here gives some

adverbi

Fra

lata peningana af hendi -- to shell out;

virtur af 6llum -- respected by all;

vera af sér kominn (af preytu) -- to be worn out (with fatigue);
koma af stad -- to get away;

deyja af -- to die of;

af heilum hug -- with all one's heart;

koma ... af sér -- to get rid of ... .

al expressions which use eftir.

vor kemur eftir vetur -- Spring comes after Winter;
eftir jol -- after Christmas;

arid 1959 eftir Krists burd -- the year 1959AD;
dag eftir dag -- day after day;

taka arf eftir -- to inherit from someone;

koma til rikis eftir -- to succeed to the throne;

vera eftir sig -- to be exhausted;

bessi bok er eftir ... -- this book is by ... .

eftir hundunum -- after the dogs;

senda eftir -- to send for;

spyrja eftir -- to ask for;

taka eftir -- to notice, take notice of;

telja eftir -- to grudge something to someone;
nidur eftir haedinni -- down the hill;

eftir endiléngu -- from end to end;

eftir malavoxtum -- as the case may be;

eftir pvi sem -- according as.

daginn eftir -- the following day;

arid eftir -- the next year,;

tveim dogum eftir -- 2 days later;

ad hafa skilid eitthvad eftir -- to have left something behind;
eftir & -- later on;

eftir & ad hyggja -- on second thoughts.
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Fra takes the Dative case. The second group listed here gives some adverbial expressions which

use fra.

segja fra ... -- to speak about ...;
dag fra degi -- day after day;
heyra fra ... -- to hear from ...;
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e hindra mann fr4 ad koma -- to hinder someone from coming.

« til og fra -- to and fro;
e padan i fra -- from then on, thenceforward;
e hedan i fra -- from now on, henceforth;

Fyrir

Fyrir takes the Dative or the Accusative case. With the Dative case, fyrir tends to have the
meanings before, infront of; for or because of:

o fyrir skommu -- a short time ago, recently;

o fyrir I6ngu -- a long time ago;

e fyrir fimm dogum -- 5 days ago;

o fyrir pvi -- therefore;

o flyjafyrir -- to flee from;

o vera fyrir (fremri) ... -- to be before (superior to) ... ;
o bidja fyrir -- to pray for; ask (someone) to look after;
o gera fyrir ... -- to make allowances for ... ;

o vegjafyrir...--toyieldto...;

o frammi fyrir ... -- before, in the presence of ... ;

« han poldi ekki vid fyrir verkjum -- she could not rest for the pain;
o verkur fyrir brjostinu -- pains in the chest.

With the Accusative case, fyrir has the sense of for, on behalf of; for, on account of, and instead
of:

o koma fyrir ekki -- to come to nothing;

o fyrir solarlag -- before sunset;

o fyrir Krists burd -- B.C.;

o fyrir mitt minni -- before | can remember;

e fyrir hvern mun -- by all means;

« fyrir engan mun -- by no means;

o fyrir framan dyrnar -- in front of the door;

o fyrir austan &na -- East of the river;

o fyrir nedan bruna -- under the bridge;

o stefna... fyrir domstol -- to summon ... to court;;
o hlaupa fyrir bord -- to jump overboard,;

o taka fyrir kverkar ... -- to take ... by the throat.

X

X takes the Dative or the Accusative case and usually means in or into, depending on whether
motion is involved. With the Dative case, i means in (a place, a state, etc.) with no sense of
change:

o ifyrstu -- at first;
e i kafi -- under water;
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e i vikunni, sem kemur -- next week;
e isumum greinum -- in some ways;
e i 0llum greinum -- in every way;

e i pessu efni -- in this respect;

o alltieinu -- suddenly;

e rjodur i andliti -- red in the face;

With the Accusative case, i carries the sense of motion or change of state:

e ibradl/ina -- at present;

e ibrad og lengd -- forever;

e (Qangaigard -- to enter, set in;

o takaihondinaa ... -- to shake someone by the hand;

e takaihond ... -- to shake someone's hand;

e inokkra daga -- for some days;

e imargar vikur -- for many weeks;

o gefa... i afmelisgjof -- to give something as a birthday gift.

The following expressions are very common:

e idag -- today;

e igear -- yesterday;

e i nott (sem var) -- last night;

e inott (sem fer i hond) -- tonight;

e ikvold -- this evening;

o ifyrramdlid -- tomorrow morning;
e i myrkri-- in the dark.

Med

Med takes the Dative or the Accusative case and usually means with. Examples of its use with
the Dative case:

e med 6llu -- quite, altogether;

o med réettu -- rightly;

e med réngu -- wrongly;

e margarfalda med premur -- to multiply by three;

o deila med premur -- to divide by three;

e pad var sidur med ... -- it was the custom among ... ;
e vera med hinnum fyrstu -- to be among the first;

e vakna med solu -- to get up with the sun.

With the Accusative case, med has the meaning of keeping or bringing something:

o ad koma med bokina -- to bring the book;

e ad vera med bokina -- to have the book;

e ad vera anagdur meod ... -- to be satisfied with ... ;
e adverslamed...--todealin....
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Til takes the Genitive case and usually means to/towards or till/until. Some examples of its use:

Um

Um takes the Accusative case and may have many meanings: about, around, of; across over;

til gamans -- for fun/amusement/pleasure;

ad fara til Reykjavikur -- to go to Reykjavik;

til deemis (t.d.) -- for example (e.g.);

til haegri handar -- on the right hand;

til litils gagns -- of little use;

til merkis um -- as a token of;

til minningar um -- in memory of;

til reynslu -- by way of experiment;

til skiftis -- in turns, alternately;

til s6lu -- for sale;

fra morgni til kvolds -- from morning till night;
til skamms tima -- until a short time ago;

hestur til reidar -- a horse for riding;

blast til 6fridar -- to prepare for war;

ljuga til einshvers -- to lie to a purpose;

muna til einshvers -- to remember something;
vita til einshvers -- to know of/about something;
koma til vits og ara -- to reach the age of discretion (?);
koma til rikis -- to come to the throne.

during, by for, at (time). Some examples of its use:

Vid

hugsa/tala/vita um -- to think/speak/know about;
um nottina -- in the night;

um mitt sumar -- by midsummer;

um sumarid -- during the summer;

um daga/neetur/kvold -- during the day/at night/in the evening;

um allan aldur -- forever;

um allan hluti fram -- above all;

um leid -- at the same time;

ad ganga um stadinn -- to walk about the place;
um hals sér -- around one's neck;

detta um stein -- to fall over a stone;

um allt landid -- throughout the country;

spila um peninga -- to gamble;

$50 um manudinn -- $50 a month;

mer er um og 0 -- I'm in two minds;

mér er ekki mikid um hann -- I'm not very taken with him.
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Vid takes the either the Accusative or the Dative case. Here are some examples of the use of Vid

with the Accusative case, where it usually means at, next to, near, with:

vid dyrnar/gluggann -- at the door/window;
vid hvert ord -- at every word;

vid morgunverd -- at breakfast;

vid solaruppkomu -- at sunrise;

vid veginn -- at the roadside;

vid petta teekifaeri -- on this occasion;

sitja vid styri -- to sit at the rudder;

vera vid eitthvad -- to be present at something;
More to come...

Conjunctions

e Coordinating Conjunctions
o Subordinating Conjunctions

Coordinating Conjunctions

0g -- and;

en -- but;

eda -- or;

badi ... 0g ... -- both ... and ...;
hvorki ... né ... -- neither ... nor ...;

hvort ... eda ... -- whether ... or ...;
annadhvort ... eda ... -- either ... or ... .

Subordinating Conjunctions

Cause
af pvi ad -- because;
bvi ad -- for, because;
fyrir pvi ad -- as, because;
ar pvi ad -- since, seeing that;
sokum pess ad -- since;
vegna pess ad -- as, because of, owing to the fact that;
par sem -- since, as;
fyrst -- since, as.

Condition
ef -- if;
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nema -- unless;

svo framarlega sem -- provided that, on condition that.
Result

svo ad -- so that;

ad -- that.
Concession

b6 ad -- though, although;

pott -- although, notwithstanding;

enda pott -- although, even if;

pratt fyrir pad ad -- in spite of the fact that.
Purpose

til pess ad -- in order to;

til ad -- (so) that;

svo ad -- (so) that;

til pess ad ekki -- lest, for fear that.
Comparison

eins og -- as, like;

0g -- as;

heldur en -- than;

SVO sem -- as;

sem -- as;

bvi ... pvi ... -- the ... the ... .
Time

begar -- when;

sidan -- since;

aour en -- before;

undireins og -- as soon as;

(&) medan -- while;

strax og -- as soon as;

eftir ad -- after;

um leid og -- at the same time as;

begar er -- as soon as;

pangad til ad -- till, until;

par til er -- till, until;

fyrr en -- before;

jafnskjott sem ... -- as soon as ..., the moment ...;

béa er -- when;

Odar en -- no sooner ... than.
Place

bar sem -- where;

pangad sem -- where, whither;

hvert sem -- wherever;

hvar sem -- wherever;

hvert er -- wherever.



