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Abstract

Varli is an Indo-Aryan language spoken by some 600,000 people in India. The sketch of Varli
phonology features the analysis of nasalised vowels and homorganic nasal-plosive sequences. The
sketch of Varli grammar is followed by an illustrative text with interlinear morpheme-by-morpheme
glosses.

Varli is a split-ergative SOV language with inflectional suffixes. Clauses in the simple past and
perfective tenses have ergative-absolutive morphosyntax, while those in other tenses have
nominative-accusative. Constituents in the noun phrase agree with the head in gender and number.
Finite verbs agree with the head of one noun phrase in person—and usually in gender and number.
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Introduction

1. The language

The Varli language belongs to the Indo-Aryan, Southern zone, Kankani branch of the Indo-European
family (Lewis 2009:406). It is a split-ergative SOV language with inflectional suffixes; modifiers
precede the head noun. Clauses in the simple past and perfective tenses have ergative-absolutive
morphosyntax; those in other tenses have nominative-accusative.

Varli is spoken in the Indian states of Maharastra (Nashik and north Thane Districts) and Gujarat
(Valsad District) and in Union Territory (Dadra Nagar Haveli and Damen). It is related to the state
languages, Marathi and Gujarati. It is also related to the Kukna (Dangi) language of Dangs District of
Gujarat. Varli has sixty percent lexical similarity with Marathi, forty percent with Gujarati, and sixty-
five percent with Kukna. According to the 1991 statistics given by the Tribal Research Centre in
Pune, the number of Varli speakers is six lakhs (600,000). Ponraj (1996:67) estimates the population
at 916,252.

There are three dialects of Varli, namely Davri, Dogri, and Nihiri. Dogri and Nihiri are very
close. Davri is seventy percent intelligible with them. The Davar live mainly in the Pardi, Dharampur
and Umergam Taluks (sub-districts) of Valsad District and some parts of Dadra Nagar Haveli in
Union Territory. The main inhabitants of the mountains of Dadra Nagar Haveli are the Dogri. The
Nihiri speak the Nihiri dialect. Kukna, Koli, Takore, Kathodies and Katkaris are the neighbouring
ethnic groups. Their languages are different from Varli.

2. Cultural notes

At one time the Varli formed part of the Bhil people group. They are associated with the Bhil in
various ways on the basis of culture and customs. The Bhil of Khandesh are known as Varli (Satpura
area) but do not speak the Varli language. The origin of the Bhil of Khandesh is the north and
northeast India. They later migrated to their present location. According to Save (1945), the Varli
speakers migrated from Khandesh in Satpura Hills and settled first in Dharampur Taluk and Silvassa
and later in Thane District.

When Varlis go to market or some other work they talk among themselves in the Varli language.
When men go to work as wage labourers they speak Gujarati or Marathi, but women tend to be less
fluent in the state languages. The literacy rates of the Varli are very low, four to eight percent for
men and two to four percent for women. Only five percent of the children go to school. Usually the
older children are responsible for caring for their younger siblings and their aging parents, but often
children are not cared for properly. Men and women share equally in the work, both field work and
wage labour. Children join the work force (including working in the factories) from the age of
thirteen upwards. Nevertheless, the Varli receive low wages and are very poor.

The Varli live in nearly 2000 villages. Each village may have two to fifteen hamlets, each of
which contains fifteen to forty huts. The huts are small, made of thatch, mud and wattle. The cattle
shed is part of the house since the cattle, as well as people, need to be protected from tigers and
leopards, which have caused many deaths. Electricity is still unknown in most of the villages. For
drinking water they depend upon streams, so water is a scarce resource in summer.

The majority of Varlis live in remote thick jungle and hilly areas. In Dharampur Taluk, they live
on both sides of the Daman Ganga River as well as the Par River. In the western coastal area they
live on the plains. People living on the plains have more access to transport and trains while the
people who live in hill and forest areas travel on foot. They use rafts to cross the rivers. During the
rainy season it is difficult to reach the interior villages.

The Varli are cultivators, growing their crops mainly in the monsoon (July to October). Rice,
ragi, and maize are their staple foods. They work very hard during the time of cultivation and store



up produce such as rice, ragi, dhal, and beans for the whole year. Normally they do not like to sell
these commodities, but they also grow groundnuts and Bengal gram which they do sell in the market
in order to buy clothing. They are an industrious people and most of them, when the agricultural
activities are over, keep themselves busy by making things like baskets, mats, brooms, and rope from
locally available raw materials. Fishing and hunting are popular free time activities. Drinking
alcoholic beverages is common among men and women, old and young.

During the summer many people go out of their villages to urban areas to work for daily wages
if they do not have sufficient grain for food for the whole year. From the industrial areas, the factory
owners send trucks to take these people to work in the factories. Both men and women engage in
factory work (mainly chemical, pharmaceutical, sugar, button or cloth production). Other kinds of
work they do include road making, building houses, making household materials, truck driving, coal
mining and timber cutting.

The Varli attribute their occupation as cultivators to the way in which God distributed gifts to
five original people. From the one given a book came the Brahmin. From the one given a spade came
malis (gardeners). From the one given bamboo came duplas (basket-makers). From the one given
bellows came blacksmiths. From the one given a plough came cultivators of the land; these are the
Varli. A sadhu came from the heavens and lived in the forest interior. The Varli reasoned that if a
heavenly being chose to live in the interior, then they would do so also.

The Varli are basically animists and worship a tiger god called Vaghdev; they believe that he will
come in the form of a tiger and kill them if they do not worship him. (Tigers are commonly found in
the jungle and the people are afraid of them.) When there is sickness the people immediately turn to
the local shaman, who claims to have contact with and control of the spirits. With the help of the
supernatural spirits, the shaman brings healing. However, many are not fully healed and it is
becoming more common for people to receive modern medical treatment from the nearby hospitals
also.

Varli animism is now heavily influenced by Hinduism. They display Hindu gods and goddesses
on their walls. They worship Gansaridev, Gavdev, Malcheda, Dhan Cheda, and also trees like the
pipal, in addition to other tribal gods such as Narayan Dev, Hirva and Himay. They celebrate the
Hindu festivals Dipavali and Holi. Some are attracted to religious sects such as Moksha Margi,
Dandvat, Satipati and Malkari.

3. The present research and acknowledgements

Study of the Varli language was begun by the authors December 26, 1995 under the auspices of the
Friends Missionary Prayer Board. Mr. Laksu bhai (age 40), Mrs. Rasmi ben (age 35), Mr. Gulab bhai
(age 35) and Mrs. Sayki ben (age 32) were our main language consultants, although several other
people in the village helped us learn to speak the language and provided us with text materials for
analysis.

We are grateful to many friends whose inspiration, good will and support made it possible for us
to undertake this study. Also we acknowledge the help in speaking and analysing the language
which we received from the people of Khedpa village of Dadra Nagar Haveli. We are also grateful to
Miss Charlotte Gibson, who taught us phonology. We are grateful to Dr. Ross Caughley for his help
in writing the first draft of the grammar sketch and to Mrs. Omana Soundararaj and Mr. Robert
Young, who taught us grammar during general and advanced courses offered by the Indian Institute
of Cross Cultural Communication (IICCC). Dr. Mary Ruth Wise, Mrs. Swapna Anna Alexander and
Mrs. Joanna Penny revised the papers for publication. Miss Kathy Bergman and Mrs. Margaret
Gonzalez were the compositors.



Varli Phonological Summary

0. Introduction

The phonological summary presented in this study is based primarily on a corpus of 2500 words. The
FindPhone computer program was used to facilitate the analysis (see Bevan 1995). The analysis is
presented in “classical phonemics” terminology.

There are twenty-eight consonant phonemes in Varli and six short oral vowels. Each of the
vowels has a nasalised counterpart and three have long oral and long nasalised counterparts. When a
nasalised vowel precedes a plosive, the plosive is realised with a nasal onglide at the same point of
articulation. For example, /k&:bdiz/ ‘hen’ is pronounced [k&:™bri:]. This interpretation eliminates the
necessity of positing syllable-final consonant clusters. It is also in accord with the reaction of native
speakers of Varli who write such a sequence as nasalised vowel, plosive (VC) rather than nasalised or
oral vowel, nasal consonant, plosive (VNC/VNC).

The phonemes of Varli are summarised in the following tables.!

Vowels
Front Central Back
rounded
Close i,i, 1, 1 u, u;, 4,G
Close-mid ele, ], € 9,3 0,0:0,0
Open aa

1 Since there is no contrast between dental and alveolar phones, the dental consonants [t, ", d, d"] are written simply as ¢, t",
d, d" throughout this volume except in the second table.



Consonants

Plosives:
V1.

Vl.asp.

vd.

Vd.asp.

Fricatives
Nasals
Laterals
Flap

Approximants

Labial

[p, "p]
p
[p", ]

[b, ™b]
bh

Labio-
dental

0

Alveolar

Dental/

[d", °d"]
S

n

Retroflex

t
[t, t]

h
htnh
[t *t’l

d
[d, ¢, "d]

h

[d", "d"

(Alveo-)
palatal

ct

[, "]

¥
(&, "&]

h

h:}p h
[&" &

J

Velar

k
[k, k]
kh
[k", 7k"]
g';':
[g, "¢l

h

[g", "g"]

Glottal

fFor convenience, the palatal symbols “c” and “}” are used throughout this volume for the alveo-
palatal affricates tf and d3 respectively, except in phonetic transcriptions. Note the gap in the plosives:
there is no voiceless aspirated alveo-palatal plosive, nor do all of the plosives have prenasalised

allophones.

*The symbol g is used throughout this study, rather than the IPA g, for a voiced velar plosive.

**In some areas only [1] is heard rather than [|]. Similarly, there is dialectal variation in some words
between [g] and [g"].

Consonants

/pic/
/pil/
/topas/
/sarpatla/
/aple/
/pap/
/kep/
/capal/

[pir]

[pill
[topas]
[sarpatla]
[aple]
[papl]
[kep]
[fampal]

1. Description of phonemes

‘sow (v)’
‘twist’

‘inquire’
‘crawled (a snake)’

3

we
sin

3

’

)

‘cut’
‘chapel’

The phonemes of Varli are described in section 1; contrasts are given in section 2, and
interpretation of pre-nasalised plosives is discussed there also; distribution is discussed in section 3;
syllables in section 4; and morphophonemics in section 5.

In this section the phonetic realisations of the phonemes are described using IPA symbols and
terminology. Examples follow the descriptions. All of the phones of Varli are pronounced with
egressive lung air.

/p/ has two allophones, [™p] and [p]. [™p] is a pre-nasalised voiceless bilabial plosive. It occurs
following a nasalised vowel. [p] is a voiceless unaspirated bilabial plosive. It occurs elsewhere.




/p"/ has two allophones, [p"] and [$]. [p"] is a voiceless aspirated bilabial plosive. It occurs word
initially. [¢] is a voiceless bilabial fricative. It occurs elsewhere.?

/ptun/ [p"un] ‘winnow’
/p"od/ [p"or] ‘break’
/dupar/ [dudar] ‘noon’
/gupa/ [guda] ‘cave’
/bap"av/ [bagov] ‘boil’
/barap®/ [barad] ‘ice’

/b/ has two allophones, ["b] amd [b]. ["b] is a [pre-nasalised voiced bilabial plosive. It occurs
following a nasalised vowel. [b] is a voiced unaspirated bilabial plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/bi:/ [bi:] ‘seed’
/budav/ [burev] ‘cause to wet’
/ubad/ [ubar] ‘close’
/rebad/ [rebar] ‘rubber’
/rab/ [rab] ‘grass plot’
/§i:b/ [&i:b]® ‘tongue’
/béb/ [bé™b] ‘navel’
/dab/ [da™b] ‘brand (v)’

/bl/ [b"] is a voiced aspirated bilabial plosive.
/bPust/ [bPu:t] ‘devil’
/bMk/ [b"i:k] ‘bark’
/onub"sv/  [enub"sv] ‘experience’
/abPes/ [obPes] ‘study’

/m/ [m] is a voiced bilabial nasal.
/miri/ [miri] ‘pepper’
/musa|/ [muss]] ‘pestle’
/kami:/ [komi:] ‘less’
/komav/ [kemav] ‘earn’
/talizm/ [talirm] ‘training’
/kam/ [kam] ‘work’

/v/ [v] is a voiced labio-dental frictionless approximant.
/vik/ [vik] ‘sell’
/ves/ [vés] ‘pick’
/itvac/ [itvar] ‘Sunday’
/mivad/ [niver] ‘collect’
/pow/ [po:v] ‘swim’
/dev/ [dev] ‘God’

/t/ has two allophones, [*t] and [t]. ["t] is a pre-nasalised voiceless unaspirated dental plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [t] is a voiceless unaspirated dental plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/tad/ [tar] ‘palm tree’
/tariy/ [tori:] ‘even though’
/katar/ [kator] ‘scissors’
/pat/ [pat] ‘blade’

2 The word /pMu:l/ [@u:l] ‘flower’ is an exception. It is always pronounced with the voiceless bilabial fricative in Varli; this
pronunciation may be borrowed from the state language.

3 Some people pronounce ‘tongue’ and ‘brand’ with word-final [b"] rather than [b] due to influence of the state language,
Gujarati.



/mu:t/ [mu:t]
/sati:/ [sati:]

/t/ [t"] is a voiceless aspirated dental
/thak/ [t"a7k]
/t"o:da/ [t"orral
/metiz/ [methi:]
/ulthiz/ [ulthi:]

‘urine’
‘peace’
plosive.
‘spit’
little’
‘fenugreek’
‘ladle’

/d/ has two allophones, ["d] and [d]. [d] is a pre-nasalised voiced unaspirated dental plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [d] is a voiced unaspirated dental plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/diis/ [di:s]
/des/ [des]
/baldi:/ [baldi:]
/ekdom/ [ekdom]
/kad/ [kard]
/go:d/ [go:"d]

¢ ’

sun
‘country’
‘bucket’
‘totally’
‘yam’
‘paste’

/d"/ has two allophones, ["d"] and [d"]. ["d"] is a pre-nasalised voiced aspirated dental plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [d"] is a voiced aspirated dental plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/d"oka/ [d"oka]
/d'an/ [d"sn]
/tdha/ [t"d"a]
/rada/ [ra"d"a]
/bad/ [bard™]
/khad"/ [khardh]
/n/ [n] is a voiced alveolar nasal.
/ne/ [ne]
/nahi:/ [nahi:]
/pahna/ [pahna]
/latniz/ [latni:]
/pan/ [pon]
/man/ [man]

/s/ [s] is a voiceless alveolar fricative.

‘worry’

‘wealth’

‘contrary position’
‘to cook’

‘build’

‘shoulder’

‘take’
no’
‘guest’
‘roller’
‘also’
‘obey’

¢

‘field’

‘owner’

‘people’

‘child, children’
‘good’

‘wear’

‘fight’
‘iron’
‘basket’
‘tiles’
‘bark’

¢ ’

OoX

‘night’

/set/ [set]
/set/ [set]
/mansa/ [mansa]
/po:sé/ [po:sé]
/bes/ [bes]
/nes/ [nes]
/1/ [1] is a voiced alveolar lateral approximant.
/lad/ [lar]
/lo:k"d/ [lo:k""q]
/tompliz/ [torpli:]
/kavla/ [kavla]
/sal/ [sal]
/bal/ [bal]
/t/ [r] is a voiced alveolar flapped vibrant.
/rat/ [rat]
/138/ [rog]

angry’



/kutra/
/hari:/
/bac/
/mar/

[kutra] ‘dog’
[hari:] ‘with’
[bPar] “fill?
[mar] ‘die’

/t/ has two allophones, ["t] and [t]. ["t] is a pre-nasalised voiceless unaspirated retroflex plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [t] is a voiceless unaspirated retroflex plosive. It occurs

elsewhere.

/vat/
/goit/
/septi:/
/patla/
/bet/
/a/

[vat] ‘way’

[go:] ‘word, story’
[septi:] ‘tail’

[patla] “fit’

[bet] ‘meet’

[G:"y] ‘camel’

/t"/ has two allophones, [{"] and [{"]. [{"] is a pre-nasalised voiceless aspirated retroflex plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [{"] is a voiceless aspirated retroflex plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/t"ev/

/t"ok/
/tet"s/
/sathiz/
/boghiz/

[t"ev] ‘keep’

[t"oik] ‘knock’

[tet"s] ‘there’

[sat"i:] ‘for’

[bo"hiz] ‘seed (mango)’

/d/ has three allophones, ['d], [d] and [¢]. ['d] is a pre-nasalised voiced unaspirated retroflex
plosive. It occurs following a nasalised vowel. [d] is a voiced unaspirated retroflex plosive. It occurs
word initially. [] is a voiced retroflex flap. It occurs intervocalically and syllable or word finally
following oral vowels. Both the plosive and flap allophones occur in consonant clusters but no
contrasts have been found. In the practical orthography, both [d] and [(] are symbolized.

/dal/
/dala/
/kadi:/
/gadi/
/gada/
/vad/
/k"ud/
/so:d/
/gada/
/hada/
/badi:/
/kPad/
/hid/
/s0:d/

[dall ‘dhal’

[dala] ‘big lid’
[kari:] ‘matchstick’
[gari:] ‘train’
[garal ‘cart’

[var] ‘banyan tree’
[k"ur] ‘break’
[so:r] ‘leave’
[ga'da] ‘mad’
[ha"dal ‘pot’
[b3'di:] ‘cloth’
[k"aq] ‘pound’
[hind] ‘wander’
[s0:d] ‘ivory’

/d"/ has two allophones, [nd"] and [d"]. [nd"] is a pre-nasalised voiced aspirated retroflex plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [d"] is a voiced aspirated retroflex plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/d g/
/d"o:lki:/
/udral/
/kad"/
/med"/
/méd"a/

[d"og] ‘cloud’

[d"o:lki:] ‘dolki (musical instrument)’
[udral] ‘able to do a long jump’
[kad"] ‘open, draw’

[med"] ‘pillars’

[mé'd a] ‘ram’



/l/ [ is a voiced retroflex lateral approximant.

/sala/ [sala] ‘schools’
/kala/ [kala] ‘black’
/pal/ [pall ‘grow’
/K"el/ [K"el] ‘play (v)’

/c/ has two allophones, ["f] and [tf]. ["f] is a pre-nasalised voiceless unaspirated alveo-palatal
affricate. It occurs following a nasalised vowel. [tf] is a voiceless unaspirated alveo-palatal affricate.

It occurs elsewhere.

/cav/ [tfav]
/cal/ [tfal]
/vicar/ [vitfar]
/comci:/ [tfomtfi:]
/pac/ [pa"t]
/vac/ [va™]

‘bite’
‘walk’
‘think’
‘spoon’
‘five’
‘read’

/3/ has two allophones, ['d&] and [&]. ['d&] is a pre-nasalised voiced unaspirated alveo-palatal
affricate. It occurs following a nasalised vowel. [d5] is a voiced unaspirated alveo-palatal affricate. It

occurs elsewhere.

/3a/ [dal
/yug/ [&ug]
/taja/ [tada]
/moja/ [mo:dzal
/pey/ [ped]
/ay/ [ads]
/sdy/ [sa"d]

‘g0’
‘Sky,
‘fresh’
‘socks’
‘cruel’
‘today’
‘evening’

/§*/ has two allophones, ["g"] and [&"]. ["&] is a pre-nasalised voiced aspirated alveo-palatal
affricate. It occurs following a nasalised vowel. [&"] is a voiced aspirated alveo-palatal affricate. It

occurs elsewhere.

‘tree’

‘stool’

‘clear (weather)’
‘my7

‘cymbals’

‘evening’
‘simply’
‘love’
‘mother’
‘cow

)

/f'ad/ [ ar]

/1"ada/ [ aral

Aatul/  [ulgull

/maj"a/ [mads"a]

/1&gt [Gra"g"]
/j/ [j] is a voiced palatal approximant.

/jel/ [jell

/jec/ [jer]

/moja/ [majal

/aja/ [ajal

/8j/ [gajl

/kaj/ [kajl

‘what’

In words of more than one syllable a nonphonemic palatal approximant [j], or palatalization of
the preceding consonant, often occurs preceding an /e/ in the final syllable.

/obPes/ [ob"jes] ~ [ob"es] ‘study’

/po:rge/
/maje/ [maye]

[po:rge] ~ [porrg'e] ‘girls’

‘enjoyment’

Note that, with this interpretation of the [/] transitional phone, /j/ never occurs as the second

member of a consonant cluster.



/k/ has two allophones, ["k] and [k]. [°k] is a pre-nasalised voiceless unaspirated velar plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [Kk] is a voiceless unaspirated velar plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/kom/ [ko:n] ‘who’

/kasik/ [kasik] ‘how’

/sukat/ [suket] ‘dried fish’
/noko:/ [noko:] ‘don’t’
/barik/ [barik] ‘small’

/sek/ [sek] ‘frying in fire’
/kiikum/ [ki"kum] ‘red powder’

/k"/ has two allophones, ["k"] and [k"]. [’k"] is a pre-nasalised voiceless aspirated plosive. It occurs
following a nasalised vowel. [k"] is a voiceless aspirated velar plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/kMus/ [k"us] ‘happy’
/kPan/ [kPan] ‘dig’
/sarkPa/ [sarkPa] ‘like’
/duk®/ [duk"] ‘pain’
/valak/ [va]ok"] ‘know’
/p3kPha/ [p3°kha] ‘fan’

/g/ has two allophones, [°¢] and [g]. [°g] is a pre-nasalised voiced unaspirated velar plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [g] is a voiced unaspirated velar plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/guna/ [guna] ‘mistake’
/go:tha/ [go:t"a] ‘stall’
/login/ [lagin] ‘marriage’
/magar/ [magar] ‘crocodile’
/sag/ [sag] ‘teak’
/ag/ [ag] “fire’

/ag/ [a°g] ‘body’

/¢"/ has two allophones, [°g"] and [g"]. [°g"] is a pre-nasalised voiced aspirated velar plosive. It
occurs following a nasalised vowel. [g"] is a voiced aspirated velar plosive. It occurs elsewhere.

/g"ac/ [gar] ‘house’
/g"o:da/ [gho:ral ‘horse’
/do:ghs/ [do:ghs] ‘both’
/aghal/ [a"g"s(] ‘bathe’
/ni:g"/ [ni:g"] ‘depart’
/h/ [h] is a voiceless flat glottal fricative.
/has/ [has] ‘laugh’
/hava/ [hava] ‘air’
/kuhel/ [kuhel] ‘rotten’
/gohle/ [gohle] ‘husband’
/vah/ [vah] ‘flow’
/sih/ [sih] ‘lion’

1.2. Vowels

All vowels are voiced in Varli. Long and short vowels contrast. In the practical alphabet (using either
Gujarati or Marathi script) the Varli people prefer to distinguish [i] and [i:] and [u] and [u:], but to
write [0] and [o:] as o since the state languages do not distinguish [0] and [o:]. There are also clear
contrasts between nasal and oral vowels. In the following examples the vowels contrast in length as
well as nasalisation.
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/siva/ [siva] ‘god’
/strva/ [siiva] ‘stitch’
/si:kt/ [sizk"] ‘learn’
/sith/ [sih] ‘lion’
/i/ [i] is a short high close front spread vowel. It does not occur word finally.
/iyot/ [igot] ‘shame’
/pikel/ [pikel] ‘ripen’
/lagin/ [lagin] ‘marriage’
/miriz/ [miri:] ‘pepper’
/mit/ [mit] ‘solve’

/ii/ [i:] is a long high close front spread vowel. It occurs word initially (in two words out of 2000),
medially and finally.

/iisvar/ [i:svar] ‘God’

/3i/ [&iw] ‘life,, heart’
/bahani:s/ [bshani:s] ‘sister’
/diz/ [di:] ‘day’
/pani:/ [pani:] ‘water’

/e/ has two allophones, [e] and [¢].* [¢] is a short open mid front spread vowel. It occurs in word-
final position in a few words. [e] is a short close mid front spread vowel. It occurs elsewhere. No
contrasts have been found between [e] and [e].

/pe/ [pe] ‘drink’
/eke/ [eke] ‘one’
/ahe/ [ahe] ‘s’
/eksla/ [ek"sla] ‘alone’
/vela/ [vela] ‘plant’
/rakel/ [rakel] ‘kerosene’

/9/ [3] is a short mid central spread vowel.

/akal/ [akal] ‘wisdom’
/paka/ [pokal ‘much’
/aba/ [a™ba] ‘mangos’

/a/ [a] is a short open central spread vowel.

/avac/ [avar] ‘get ready’
/pala/ [pala] ‘leaves’
/baldi:/ [baldi:] ‘bucket’
/mama/ [mamal] ‘uncle’

/u/ [u] is a short high close back rounded vowel. It occurs in all positions.

/upay/ [upads] ‘creation’
/K"us/ [k"us] ‘joy’
/tumi:/ [tumi:] ‘you (pl)’

/u:/ [u:] is a high long close back rounded vowel.

/um/ [wn] ‘heat’

/kMumna/ [kPuna] ‘corner’
/phuzl/ [d"u:l] ‘flower’
/vastu:/ [vastu:] ‘things’

4 Some speakers pronounce [] rather than [e] or [¢] in a few words. For example, /vet/ [veet] ‘bad’ and /bes/ [bas] ‘good’.
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/0/ [0] is a short close mid back rounded vowel.

/olav/ [olav] ‘quench’
/gohle/ [gohle] ‘husband’
/noko:/ [noko:] ‘don’t’

/0:/ [o:] is a long close mid back rounded vowel.

/o:la/ [o:la] ‘wet’
/ko:lsa/ [ko:lsa] ‘coal’
/po:pat/ [po:pat] ‘parrot’
/po:rgiz/ [porrg"i:] ‘girl’
/tox/ [to:] ‘he’

Nasalised vowels

Each of the nasalised vowels contrasts with its oral counterpart. /i/, /i/ and /6/ have long
counterparts: /i:/, /t:/ and /8:/. When the nasalised vowels occur before plosives (except [p"] and
[t"]) a nasal transition at the same point of articulation precedes the plosive.

/1/ [i] is a short close front spread nasalised vowel.

/igo:l/ [iPgo:|] ‘fire sparks’
/oidY/ [vi"d"] ‘shoot’
/cic/ (4741 ‘tamarind’
/siga/ [si%gd] ‘horns’
/sith/ [sih] ‘lion’

/1i/ [it] is a long close front spread nasalised vowel.
/bh:t/ [bi:"t] ‘wall’
/piisa/ [piisa] ‘feather’

/&/ [€&] is a short close mid front spread nasalised vowel. Note that this vowel is always pronounced
as close mid [€], that is, it does not have an open mid allophone as does its oral counterpart.

/végat/ [véYgat] ‘near’

/béb/ [bé™b] ‘navel’

/séga/ [sé"gal ‘ground nut’

/po:sé/ [po:sé] ‘child, children’
/3/ [3] is a short mid central spread nasalised vowel.

/b3di:/ [b3"di:] ‘cloth’

/?vdda/ [sv3"da] ‘this year’

/a/ [a] is a short open central spread nasalised vowel.

/abadj:/ [a™bari:] ‘sorrel’
/ag/ [a°g] ‘body’
/pakeala/ [paksla] ‘cripple’
/madav/ [madoav] ‘shed’
/pana/ [pana] ‘leaves’

/t/ [1] is a short close back rounded nasalised vowel.

/tdic/ [G"dir] ‘rat’
/kiiku/ [kii"ku] ‘red powder’
/glidac/ [gli"doar] ‘gum’

/t: [{i:] is a long close back rounded nasalised long vowel.

/at/ [a:t] ‘camel’
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/gohiiy/ [gohii:] ‘wheat’
/kicdiiz/ [kirdi:] ‘insects’
/piiza/ [pii"dal ‘worship’
/bhitzj/ [bizj] ‘land’
/tca/ [G:"a] ‘height’
/vasarii:/ [vasarti:] ‘calf’

/6/ [0] is a short close mid back rounded nasalised vowel. In our data it occurs only in a few words.

/6da/ [6"dal ‘deep’
/dogarc/ [dogar] ‘mountain’

/6:/ [0:] is a long close mid back rounded nasalised vowel.

/ka:bdj:/ [k&:bri:] ‘hen’
/go:ndh/ [go:"d"] ‘paste’
/s0:hpa/ [s6:hpa] ‘easy’

2. Contrasts and interpretation

In this section contrasts in identical and in analogous environments are presented for pairs of
phonemes which share some phonetic features such that they might be allophones of a single
phoneme in some languages.

2.1. Consonants

/p/ vs. /p"/
/pal/ ‘run’
/p"al/ ‘fruit’
/upad/ ‘uproot’
/dupar/ [dudar] ‘noon’
/papi:/ ‘sinner’
/map”i:/ [mai:] ‘forgiveness’
/sap/ ‘snake’
/sap"/ [sad] ‘clean’
/pap/ ‘sin’
/bap"/ [bag] ‘boil’

/p/ vs. /b/
/pal/ ‘run’
/bal/ ‘strength’
/upad/ ‘uproot’
/ubad/ ‘close’
/tarpa/ ‘kind of dance’
/gorba/ ‘kind of dance’
/sap/ ‘snake’
/rab/ ‘grass plot’

/p/ vs. /v/
/pajov/ ‘feed’

/vajv/ ‘play’



/b/ vs. /b/

/p"/ Vs.

/bo:l/
/bhul/

/bag/
/bhag/

/tdbada/
/3ab"sla/

/bt/

/puk/

/bhiik/

/dupar/ [dudar]
/kiibPar/ [kii™bar]

/b/ vs. /m/

/bas/
/mas/

/crab/
/ram/

/3ab/
/kam/

/b/ vs. /v/

/m/ vs.

/bara/
/vara/

/baras/
/0aras/

/daba/
/dava/
/3yab/
/cav/

/3ab/
/3av/

/v/

/mal/
/val/

/me3}/
/vey/

/kamla/
/koavla/

/go:ma/
/hova/

/karmoat/
/karvot/

/kam/
/khav/

‘speak’
‘forget’

‘crane’
‘part’

‘red’
‘blue’

‘blow’
‘bark’

‘noon’
‘potter’

‘enough’
‘flesh’
‘field’
‘person’

)

‘answer, reply
‘work’

‘twelve’
‘air’

‘brush’

‘year’

‘press’

‘left’

‘answer, reply
‘bite’

)

‘roseapple’
‘(we) will go’

‘thing’

‘bean’

‘table’
‘interest’
‘jaundice’

‘tile’

‘mucous (eye)’
‘might have’
‘like’

‘saw

’

‘work’
‘(we) will eat’
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/m/ vs. /n/

/mag/
/nag/

/mas/
/nas/

/garmi:/
/garnii/

/kam/
/kan/

/kam/
/kPan/

/t/ vs. /%

/tac/
/thac/

/utac/

/athar/

/reti:/

/methiz/
/t/ vs. /d/

/tova/
/dava/

/tac/
/dar/

/sati:/
/cadi:/

/kojsta/
/karvada/

/duit/
/dud/

/sat/
/cad/

/d/ vs. /d/

/dana/
/dPana/

/dan/
/d%n/

/dak"sla/
/dPakala/

/kada/
/khadha/

/kad/
/kadh/

‘ask’
‘see

’

‘coal’
‘nerve’

‘heat’
‘funnel’

‘work’
‘ear

)

‘work’
‘dig7

‘coil’
‘snow’

‘swelling decreased’

‘spread’

‘sand’
‘fenugreek’

‘griddle’
‘medicine’
‘coil’
‘door’

‘peace’
‘silver’

‘sickle’
‘corinda (a fruit)’

‘angel’
‘milk’

‘seven’
‘moon’

‘seed’
‘coriander’

‘offering’
‘wealth’

‘certificate’
‘small (brother)’
‘onion’
‘shoulders’

i

‘any edible tuber
‘shoulder’
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/t/ vs. /t/

/tak/
/tak/

/set/
/set/

/vat/
/vat/

/th/ vs. /1

/thac/
/t"ala/

/sat"iz/

/sathiz/

/sat"iz/

/gathiz/
/d/ vs. /d/

/dava/
/dava/

/dsl/
/dal/
/kada/
/gada/
/kad/
/khad/
/kPad/
/sad/
/s06d/
/t/ vs. t'/
/tev/
/t"ev/
/tikav/
/t"ikav/

/talu/
/tala/
/t"ala/

/tak/
/t"ak/

/pati:/
/sathiz/

/t/ vs. /d/

/tal/
/dal/

/tala/
/dala/

‘buttermilk’
[4 put’

‘field’
‘owner’
‘wick’
‘ways’

‘snow’
‘hand grinder’

‘chest’
‘for’
‘chest’
‘necklace’

‘medicine’

‘left’

‘grind’

‘dhal’

‘onion’

‘mad’

‘any edible tuber’
‘shoulder’

‘pound grains, cut’
‘joint’

‘ivory’

‘habit’

‘keep’

‘pickaxe’
‘know’

‘crown of head’

‘lock’
‘big plate’

‘put away’
‘lie down’

‘slate’
‘for’

‘bald head’
‘dhal’

‘lock’
‘1ids’
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/atla/
/adla/

/sata/
/hada/

/korat/
/kurad/

/th/ vs. /d/

/t"or/
/dPar/

/t"ev/
/dPov/

/thogla/
/d"agla/

t"/ vs. /d%/

/t"og/
/d g/
/t"ok/
/d"oil/
/kat"e/
/kade/

/d/ vs. /dt/

/dal/
/d"oil/
/gho:da/
/o:d"a/
/hada/
/kad"a/
/6da/
/o:d"a/
/so:d/ [sorr]
/od"/

/4/ vs. /l/

/tadi/

/t"ali:/

/p"avda/ [p"avral
/kavla/

/k"ada/ [k"a'dal
/kala/

/ho:di:/ [ho:i:]
/gozlii/ [gozli:]
/goid/ [gortl
/gol/

‘become dry’
‘become lean’
‘fishing rod’
‘p0t7

‘spinal cord’
‘axe’

‘decide’
‘catch’
‘keep’
‘wash’

‘cheated’
‘boiled’

‘cheater, deceiver’
‘cloud’

‘knock’
‘drum’

‘sticks’
‘frying pan’

‘dhal’
‘drum’

‘horse’

‘this much’
‘p0t7

‘open, draw’
‘deep’

‘this much’

‘leave’
‘pull’

‘toddy’
‘plate’

‘hoe’
‘crow’

‘cut’
‘black’

‘boat’
‘tablet’

‘sweet’
‘round’
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/lad/ [lar]
/lal/ [1a]]

/s0:d/ [s6:'d]
/sol/

/co:d/[6:d]
/cozl/

/t/ vs. /d/

/khara/
/kPada/ [kMaral

/gara/
/gada/ [garal

/gar/
/g"d/ [g"ar]

/mo:r/
/mod/ [mor]

/1/vs. /l/

/keld/
/keld/

/kovla/
/kavla/

/sapla/
/sapla/

/vel/
/vel/

/c/ vs. /1/

/rad/
/lad/

/ro:g/
/lok/

/pira/
/pela/

/puc/
/pul/

/car/
/cal/

/c/ vs. /3/

/coir/
/3o0t/

/cad/
/3od/
/maci:/
/mo:a/

‘pet’
‘saliva’

‘ivory’
‘sixteen’

‘parts of body’

‘rub with oil or ointment’

‘salty’
‘pit,
‘salt’
‘cart’

‘house’
‘mould’

‘peacock’
‘break’

‘did’
‘banana’
‘tile’
‘crow’
‘injected’
‘skelton’

‘climbing plant’
‘evening’

‘Cry,
‘fight’
‘disease’
‘people’

¢ )

Ssow
cup’

‘flood’
‘bridge’

‘grass’
‘walk’

[tfor]
[&or]
[for]
[dsar]
[matfi:]
[mo:dal

‘thief’
‘attack’

‘climb up’
‘heavy’
‘upstairs’
‘sock’

17



/lac/
/lay/

/c/ vs. /j/

/cal/
/jel/

/car/
/jec/

/kParca/
/darja/

/kac/
/kaj/

/pac/
/paj/
/c/ vs. /s/

/carav/
/sarav/

/kace/
/kase/

/vicar/
/visar/

/nac/
/nas/

/vac/
/vas/

/3/ vs. /$/

/yada/
/f*ada/

/yora/
/frara/

/maja/
/maj"a/

/c/ vs. /t/

/cad/
/tad/

/vac/
/vat/

/3 vs. /j/

/yal/
/jel/

/maja kac/
/mgaja kac/

[1a™f]
[lads]

[dal]
[jell
[tfor]
[jer]
[k"artfa]
[darjal
[katf]
[kaj]

[pa™d]
[pajl

[tfarsv]

[sarav]

[kotfe]
[kase]

[vitfar]

[visar]

[natf]

[nas]

[va"t]

[vas]

[d3aral
[ds"ara]
[Boral
[&Para]

[madzal
[madg'a]

‘climb up’

‘bribe’
‘shame’

‘walk’
‘(he) will come’

‘graze (intransitive)’
‘simply’

‘expense’

‘sea’

‘glass’

‘what’

‘five’

‘leg7

‘graze (transitive)’
‘wash’

‘which’

‘Why,

‘ask’

‘forget’

‘dance’
‘destruction’

‘read’
‘bamboo’

‘thick’
‘stool’

‘fever’
‘filter’
‘j0y7
‘my7

‘sound of ox (ono)’

‘read’
‘wick’

‘(he) will go’
‘(he) will come’

‘enjoy’

‘love (v)’

18



/vajla/
/vajla/

/pey/
/p€j/
/bMuy/
/p"uj/
/k/ vs. /kb/

/kal/
/khal/

s/kad/

/khad/
/kola/
/kPola

/ukel/
/uk"s|/

/dPakala/
/dak"sla/

/sika/
/sikPa/
/kaki:/
/kPakhiz/
/cakar/
/saklar/

/nak/
/nakt/

/cuk/
/sukl/

/k/ vs. /g/
/korniz/
/goni:/
/kadi:/
/gadi/
/sika/
/siga/
/bhakariz/
/magari:/
/lak/
/lag/

/sak/
/sag/

/g/ vs. /g"/

/gal/
/g"al/

‘play music’
‘separate’

‘cruel’
‘(he) drinks’

‘roast’
‘mother-in-law’

‘yesterday’
‘under’

‘any edible tuber’
‘cut’

‘fox’

‘open’

‘boiling stage’
‘mortar’

‘small (brother)
‘certificate’
‘sling’

‘learn’

‘mother’s sister’
‘khaki’

‘servant’

‘sugar’

‘nose’

‘fingernail, toenail’
‘nail’

‘happiness’

‘anyone’
‘sack’
‘small stick’
‘train’
‘sling’
‘horns’

‘bread (small)’
‘crocodile (f)’

‘wart’
‘begin (necessity)’

‘curry’
‘teak’

‘cheek’
‘put’
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/goit/
/gtoit/

/dagad/
/ug'ad/

/magari:/
/moaghari:/

/brag/
/vag"/

/K"/ vs. /h/

/khal/
/hal/

/kPun/
/hun/

/uk"s|/
/ohal/

/akhe/
/ahe/

/nakt/
/vah/

/sikh/
/bih/
/K" vs. /g/

/kPal/
/gal/

/akha/
/aghsl/
/cakh/
/yag"/
/mak"/
/vag"/
/h/ vs. /k/

/hal/
/kal/
/hodj:/
/kadi:/
/kahi:/
/kaki:/
/bahar/
/bPakac/

/bih/
/vik/

‘word story’
‘sip
‘stone’
‘open’
‘crocodile (f)’
‘back’

‘part’
‘tiger’

’

‘under’
‘torment’

‘murder’
‘from’
lift’
‘spring’
‘all (f.pl)’
‘iS7

‘fingernail, toenail’
‘flow’

‘learn’

‘be afraid (you sg.)’

‘under’
‘put’

‘all (mas.sg.)’
‘bathe’
‘taste’
‘thigh’

‘cause to be muddy’
‘tiger’

‘torment’
‘yesterday’

‘boat’
‘matchstick’
‘anything’
‘mother’s sister’

‘sweep’
‘bread’

‘be afraid (you sg.)’
‘sell’
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/h/ vs. /s/

/hal/
/sal/

/hat/
/sat/

/lIsha/
/tosa/

/sth/
/pis/

2.2. Vowels
/i/ vs. /ii/

/mit/
/miit/

/visava/
/viisa/

/visvas/
/oiis/

/i/ vs. /e/

/ikada/
/ekala/

/siva/
/seva/

/i/ vs. /e/

/diz/
/de/

/tiy/
/te/

/diis/
/des/

/e/ vs. /a/

/ekhad/
/akMud/
/cer/
/car/

/set/
/sat/

/nes/
/nas/

/de/
/da/

‘torment’
‘bark’

‘hand’
‘seven’

‘quickly’
‘thus’
‘lion’
‘feather’

‘solve’
‘salt’

’

‘place between graveyard and home
‘twenties’

‘faith’

‘twenty’

‘here’

‘only’

‘a god’s name’
‘service’

‘sun, day’
‘give’
‘she’
‘they’
‘sun, day’
‘country’

‘one’
‘short’
‘four’
‘grass’
‘field’
‘seven’

‘wear’
‘destruction

’

‘give’
‘(one) time’
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/3/ vs. /o/

/adiz/
/boli:/

/3/ vs. /oi/

/mor/
/mo:r/

/ta/
/to:/

/maka/
/noko:/

/e/ vs. /3/

/bes/
/bas/

/cer/
/car/

/hed/
/had/

/te/
/ta/

/3/ vs. /a/

/atar/
/atar/

/3j/
/aj/
/dava/
/dava/

/mon/
/man/

/dac/
/dar/

/coka/
/cok"a/

/aba/
/aba/

/kara/
/kPara/

/a/ vs. /o/

/ala/
/ola/

/a"un/
/oyun/

‘two and a half’
‘speech’

‘die’
‘peacock’

i

‘emphatic marker
‘he7

‘maize’

‘don’t’

‘good’

‘sit’

‘four’

‘graze (intransitive)

‘a tree’
‘territory’

‘they’
‘emphatic marker’

‘scent’
‘spread’

’

‘hurrah (emotive)
‘mother’

‘medicene’
‘penalty’
‘twenty kilos’
‘obey’

‘pit’

‘door’

‘rice’

‘pure’
‘mangos’
‘mango’

‘does’
‘right’

‘came’
‘wet’

’

‘again
‘pen7
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/a/ vs. /oi/

/thak/
/thok/

/dan/
/dom/

/ga/
/go:/

/0/ vs. /u/
/ohal/

/uk"s|/

/80/
/gu/

/0:/ vs. /u/

/o:t"un/
/utun/

/soma/

/suna/

/to:/
/tu/

/o/ vs. /oi/

/ohani:s/
/o:ganiis/

/od"a/

/o:dPa/

/oR/
/o3"a/
/koj/
/hoij/

/goni:/
/ko:mni:/

/k"od/
/go:d/

/u/ vs. /uy/

/ptut/
/phuzl/

/tuc/
/duic/

/kMud/ [K"ut]
/kud/ [kur]

/mut/
/muit/

‘lie down, lay down life/die’
‘knock’

‘offering’

‘two’

‘sing’

‘exclamation marker’

‘spring’

qift’
‘exclamation’
‘feces’

‘pouring’
‘getting up’
‘gold’
‘empty’

‘elder brother’s wife’
‘nineteen’

‘pull’

‘this much’

‘slowly’
‘bundle’

‘inner part of mango seed’
‘it happens’

‘sack’

‘anyone’

‘shaking the cloth’
Jaggery’

‘burst’
‘flower’

‘dhal’
‘distant’

‘pluck’
‘wall’
“fist’
‘urine’



/uc/ ‘breast’

/un/ ‘hat’
/purav/ ‘evidence’
/puirav/ “fill (causative)

Oral versus nasalised vowels

/3/ vs. /3/
/has/ ‘laugh’
/h3s/ ‘swan’
/r3g/  [rag] ‘angry’
/13g/  [r3%g] ‘colour’

/a/ vs. /a/
/ag/  lagl] ‘“fire’
/ag/  [a'g] ‘body’
/atla/ ‘dried up’
/at/  [a't] “n’
/3ab/  [3ab] ‘reply’
/3ab/  [3a™b] ‘roseapple’
/sag/ [sag] ‘teak’
/sag/ [sa’g] ‘tell’
/nag/ [nag] ‘snake’
/mag/ [nad’g] ‘see’
/sata/ ‘fishing rod’
/sata/ ‘maize stalk’
/o:d"a/ ‘this much’
/o:d"a/ ‘just like’
/f*ada/ ‘stool’
/f*ada/ ‘trees’
/pana/ ‘spanner’
/pana/ ‘leaves’

/u/ vs. /i/
/ubad/ [ubar] ‘close’
/libar/ [G™bar] ‘fig tree’
/caku/ ‘knife’
/sak"ii/ ‘egg’

/uy/ vs. /ay/
/bPfuk/ [bPuk] ‘hunger’
/bhiik/ [b"{i:"ka] ‘bark’

/u/ vs. /ta/
/ut/ [ut] ‘get up’
/ay/  [aftd ‘camel’
/sutla/ ‘delivered’

/stiit/  [stit] ‘dry ginger’



/hovizs/ [hovi:s]
/hoviis/ [hoviis]

/0:/ vs. /O/
/ttok/  [{"ok] ‘dash’
/tok/  [t6°k] ‘beak’
/0:/ vs. /O/
/o:d"a/  ‘this much’
/6d"a/  ‘deep’
/i/ vs. /1i/
/hottiz/  [hortiz] ‘was (f)
/hortiy/ [ho:tiz] ‘were (N)’
/tit/ ‘she’
/ti/ ‘they (N’

‘might have (you f.sg.)’
‘might have (you pl.)’

/e/ vs. /&/

/te/ ‘they’
/té/ ‘that’
/bes/ ‘good’
/béb/  [bé™b] ‘navel’
/he/ ‘these’
/hé/ ‘this’
/med"i:/ ‘pillars’
/méd"i:/ [mé"d"i:]  ‘sheep’
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2.3. Interpretation of homorganic nasal and plosive clusters

The homorganic nasal and plosive combinations [mp], [mb], [nt], [nd], [nd"], [nt], [nd], [nd"],
1, [nkl, [ng'l, [gkl, [gk" and [ng] are always preceded by a nasalised vowel in Varli. (Note
that [p"] and [t"] do not have pre-nasalised counterparts or sequences of homorganic nasal and
plosive.) The nasal phones [n], [n], [n] and [g] occur only preceding homorganic plosives.
Sometimes the vowel nasalisation is stronger than the pre-nasalisation of the plosive. This is
especially true preceding voiceless plosives. No contrasts of VC versus VNC versus VNC have been
found. There are four different ways of interpreting these sequences:

e As a sequence of nasal consonant and homorganic plosive preceded by a nasal vowel, i.e.
VNC.

e As a sequence of nasal consonant and homorganic plosive preceded by an oral vowel, i.e.
VNC.

¢ As a unit, where the nasal and homorganic plosive are intrepreted as a pre-nasalised plosive
following a nasalised vowel, i.e. VNC.

e Asa unit, a pre-nasalised plosive following an oral vowel, i.e. VNC.

Interpreting these as a sequence introduces word-final consonant clusters and word-medial three
consonant clusters.

[bémb] ‘navel’
[ko:mbri:] ‘chicken’

Interpreting the nasal and homorganic plosive as a pre-nasalised plosive eliminates these
possibilities.
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*/bé™b/ ‘navel’ CvC
*/k:™bdiz/ [korbriz] ‘chicken’  CVC.CV

However, interpreting these sequences as a pre-nasalised plosive following an oral vowel would
add sixteen phonemes to the consonant inventory. Furthermore, it would be counter to native
reaction. The Varli prefer to write the sequences as a nasalised vowel followed by a plosive (with no
indication of nasalisation on the consonant). Note that oral and nasalised vowels contrast in Varli.

/pana/ ‘spanner’
/pana/ ‘leaves’

Furthermore, there are oral vowels followed by a nasal consonant, as in
/temka/ ‘stick’

which eliminates the possibility of the nasal consonant causing the oral vowel to be nasalised. So,
the vowel before the homorganic nasal and plosive is interpreted as a nasalised vowel.

In the previous example, the nasal is followed by a non-homorganic plosive within a single
morpheme. Across morpheme boundaries, there is no assimilation of place of articulation of nasal
and plosive.

/kanp"ati:/ ‘head scarf (covering the ears)’
/kan/ ‘ear’

/panko:bi/ [panko:bi] ‘cabbage’
/pan/ [pan] ‘leaf’

The pre-nasalised plosives are in allophonic variation with the non pre-nasalised plosives. The
pre-nasalised plosives occur following a nasalised vowel and the non pre-nasalised plosives occur
elsewhere.

[bes] ‘good’
[bé™b] ‘navel’
[rab] ‘grass plot’

Considering all the above arguments, the homorganic nasal and plosive combinations are
interpreted as a unit, i.e. pre-nasalised plosive allophones of their non pre-nasalised counterparts,
preceded by a nasalised vowel.

3. Distribution

There are no vowel clusters. There are word-medial consonant clusters, as seen in section 3.4.
Consonant distribution in syllables is exemplified beginning with word-initial position.

3.1. Word-initial consonants

/p/ /pani:/ ‘water’
/P /padka/ ‘cloth’
/b/ /bad?/ ‘build’
/by /bik/ ‘bark (v)’
/m/ /mar/ ‘beat’
/v/ /vasaril/ ‘calf

/t/ /tapav/ ‘warm up’
/th/ /thar/ ‘snow’
/d/ /dev/ ‘God’
/dv/ /d"an/ ‘wealth’
/n/ /nag/ ‘snake’

/s/ /sek/ ‘fry’



Yav
/t/
/t/
/t/
/d/
/d%/
/c/
/Y
/17
/i/
/k/
/K
/8/
/g%/
/h/

/loita/
/ragat/
/torpla/
/t"ev/
/dukac/
/d"oil/
/cav/
/yev/
/fad/
/jec/
/komn/
/Krus/
/gavas/
/g"at/
/her/

‘a vessel’
‘blood’
‘basket’
‘keep’
‘pig’

‘drum (leather on both sides)’

‘bite’
‘eat
‘tree’
‘simply’
‘who’
‘happy’
‘search’
‘house’
‘see

)

’

All consonants except /|/ occur in word-initial position.

3.2. Word-medial consonants

/p/
/P
/b/
/b
/m/
/v/
/t/
/t/
/d/
/db/
/n/
/s/
Yav
/t/
Vv
/t/
/d/
/d/
/d%/
/V
/c/
/Y
/1
/i/
/k/
Vi’
/8/
/g%/
/h/

/$"apa/
/dupar/
/4bil/
/anub"sv/
/go:ma/
/seva/
/katar/
/at"ar/
/adu:/
/ud"sj/
/rani:/
/visac/
/ek"sla/
/peru:/
/petav/
/tet"s/
/06da/ [6'dal
/vadj:/ [vari:]
/o:d"ak/
/garvali:/
/vicac/
/taja/
/maj"a/
/maja/
/sukat/
/ak"a/
/yaga/
/aghoil/
/biha/

‘gate’
‘noon’
‘cruel’
‘experience’
‘eye matter’
‘service’
‘scissors’
‘spread’
‘ginger’
‘white ant’
‘queen’
‘forget’
‘alone’
‘guava’
‘burn’
‘there’
‘deep’
‘garden’
‘this much’
‘wife’
‘thought, ask’
‘fresh’

‘my’

‘love (n)’
‘dried fish’
‘all’

‘place’
‘bathe’

‘be afraid (you pl.)

’

All consonants occur in intervocalic position.



3.3. Word-final consonants

/p/ /kap/ ‘cut’

/p"/ /barap"/ ‘ice’

/b/ /tab/ ‘grass plot’
/m/ /kam/ ‘work’
/v/ /kalav/ ‘mix’

/t/ /gavat/ ‘grass’
/d/ /sabad/ ‘word’
/db/ /bad"/ ‘build’
/n/ /ban/ ‘study’
/s/ /bas/ ‘sit’

Yav /bo:l/ ‘speak’
/t/ /duic/ ‘distance’
/t/ /uat/ ‘camel’
/d/ /kPad/ ‘pound’
/d%/ /kad"/ ‘open, draw’
/V /dal/ ‘grind’
/c/ /nac/ ‘dance’
/Y /pey/ ‘gruel’

/j/ /kaj/ ‘what’
/k/ /ek/ ‘one’

Vi’ /suk"/ ‘happiness’
/g/ /t"og/ ‘cheat’
/8"/ /3ag'/ ‘thigh’
/h/ /sth/ ‘lion’
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All consonants except /b"/, /t"/, /t"/ and */ occur in word-final position. Note that /go:/ ‘story’ is
/gort"/ when followed by /-ii/ ‘plural’ — /go:t"iz/ ‘stories’. (See section 5.5 for discussion.)

3.4. Word-medial CC clusters

There is a slight vocalic transition between some consonant clusters alternating with no transition.
For example: /ko:bdi:/ [ko:"bri:] ~ [k6:™bri:] ‘hen’.

3.4.1. First member of word-medial CC clusters

/p/ /to:pli/ ‘basket’

/b/ /abru/ ‘shame’
/bt/ /ub"vajla/  ‘overflow’
/m/ /temka/ ‘stick’

/v/ /navra/ ‘bridegroom’
/t/ /itvac/ ‘Sunday’

/t/ /setkariz/ ‘farmers’
/d/ /cadni:/ ‘star’

/db/ /vad"a/ ‘increased’
/n/ /mansa/ ‘men’

/s/ /cesma/ ‘specks’

/s/ /estiy/ ‘bus’

/1/ /ko:lsa/ ‘coal’

/t/ /carbix/ ‘fat’

/t/ /kMursiz/ ‘chair’

/t/ /lotka/ ‘pot (small)’
/" /uttla/ ‘got up’



/d/
/d%/
/V
/V
/c/
/c/
/Y
/i/
/k/
Vi’
/8/
/h/

/adua/
/od"a/
/to|malla/
/kalji/
/bdcka/
/kacra/
/ofliz/
/ub"vajla/
/ekdam/
/rakMvali:/
/nagli:/
/bahra/

‘horizontal’
‘pull’
‘suffering much (because of disease)’
‘care’
‘bundle’
‘dust’
‘ripen’
‘overflow’
‘totally’
‘protector’
‘ragi’
‘broom’
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All consonants except /p"/, /t"/, /§*/ and /g"/ occur as the first member of word-medial CC clusters.

3.4.2. Second member of word-medial CC clusters

/p/
/p"/
/b/
/b
/m/
/v/
/t/
/t/
/d/
/db/
/n/
/s/
Yav
Yav
/t/
/t/
/t/
/t/
/d/
/d%/
/V
/c/
/Y
/17
/k/
/k/
Vi’
/8/
/g%
/h/

All consonants except /j/ occur as the second member of a word-medial CC cluster.

/f'adpa/
/kanp®atiz/
/darbar/
/karbPariz/
/garmi:/
/parva/
/do:star/
/ulthiz/
/padda/

/devd"snu/

/d"amna/
/tulsi:/
/aple/
/calla/
/3obriz/
/septi:/
/paltiz/
/agtta/
/p"avda/

/d"oiedak/

/cavliy/
/camci:/
/kalsiz/
/Ful"ul/
/savkar/
/sarkar/
/sarkPa/
/sicgud/
/bujgior/
/talhat/

‘winnow’

‘head scarf (covering the ears)’
‘palace’

‘village leader’

‘heat’

‘day before yesterday’
‘friend’

‘ladle’

‘screen’

‘rainbow’

‘fruit of a tree’

‘basil’

‘we (incl)’

‘walked’

‘trouble’

‘tail’

‘turn over’

‘thumb’

‘spade’

‘cattle’

‘bean’

‘spoon’

‘care’

‘weather (bright and shining)’
‘rich man’
‘government’

‘like’

‘wing’

‘cave house’

‘palm’

3.4.3. Additional examples of word-medial CC clusters

/pd/

/pl/
/pc/
/pt/

/apda/
/lipla/
/gapcup/
/septi:/

‘difficulty’
‘smeared’
‘silent’
‘tail’



/pd/ /lopda/ ‘problem’

/br/ /3abriy/ ‘trouble’
/bk/ /rabkar/ ‘making paddy plot’
/ml/ /karamla/ ‘like’

/mc/ /comciz/ ‘spoon’

/m|/ /kamla/ ‘jaundice’
/mk/ /timkiz/ ‘drum’

/ot/ /sdvta/ ‘self’

/vs/ /pavsala/ ‘rainy season’
/ol/ /kavla/ ‘tile’

/oc/ /cavrii/ ‘pain’

/oc/ /kivca/ “firefly’

/vd/ /p"avda/ ‘spade’

/ol/ /kavla/ ‘crow (n)’
/ok/ /savkar/ ‘rich man’
/tl/ /getla/ ‘took’

/te/ /kutra/ ‘dog’

/to/ /glitvajla/ ‘twisted’
/dhv/ /god"va/ ‘spot’

/dbc/ /moad"rakor/  ‘creating problems’
/nv/ /papanva/ ‘eyelid’

/nk/ /panko:bi/ ‘cabbage’
/sv/ /visvas/ ‘faith’

/st/ /estiy/ ‘bus’

/sk/ /vaskPal/ ‘bamboo seedling’
/sk/ /maski:/ ‘housefly’
/1t /ulthiz/ ‘ladle’

/1d/ /kaldi:/ ‘yesterday’
/1s/ /ko:lsa/ ‘coal’

/it/ /paltiz/ ‘turn over’
/1k/ /belkad/ ‘crabs’

/1h/ /talhat/ ‘palm of hand’
/tp/ /tarpa/ ‘a dance’
/rbt/ /karbari:/ ‘village leader’
/rb/ /gorba/ ‘a dance’
/tp/ /sarpat/ ‘crawl’

/tp/ /kurpa/ ‘scrape’

/rt/ /karta/ ‘than’

/edh/ /pardhiz/ ‘hunter’

/rd/ /gordiz/ ‘crowd’

/rc/ /kKPscca/ ‘expense’

/13/ /pagya/ ‘people’

/ts/ /kMursani:/ ‘edible oil’
/rl/ /harla/ ‘defeated’
/edb/ /sard"a/ ‘lizard’

/cd/ /cardiy/ ‘trousers’
/tk/ /murkut/ ‘mosquito’
/rg/ /pourghiz/ ‘girl’

/tp/ /p"utpati:/ ‘ruler’

/to/ /titviy/ ‘lapwing’
/te/ /korteit/ ‘from where’
/tk/ /\otka/ ‘pot’

/1 /utla/ ‘got up’

/db/ /hadbi:/ ‘chin’
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/du/ /gaduvsl/ ‘earthworm’

/dt/ /tabadto:d/ ‘quickly’

/dd/ /padda/ ‘screen’

/ds/ /mo:dsatori:/  ‘folding umbrella’
/dl/ /t6dliz/ ‘alibanum (a vegetable)’
/dk/ /p"adka/ ‘cloth’

/lm/ /to|malla/ ‘suffering badly by disease’
/In/ /calniz/ ‘sieve’

/1s/ /tulsiz/ ‘basil’

V4t % /kaljiz/ ‘care’

/18/ /palgatval/ ‘sit’

/cl/ /poh3acla/ ‘reached’

/ec/ /kacra/ ‘dust’

/ck/ /bocka/ ‘bundle’

/3/ /o3li/ ‘ripen’

/it/ /3ajtdj/ ‘whenever’

/i3/ /pajp/ ‘want’

/ik/ /sajkal/ ‘cycle’

/ig"/ /brujgiar/ ‘cave house’

/kp/ /nakpudi:/ ‘nostril’

/kv/ /makuval/ ‘flower’

/kt/ /bhoktiz/ ‘praise’

/kd/ /ekdam/ ‘totally’

/kn/ /ptukniz/ ‘blow pipe’

/kl/ /cukla/ ‘missed’

/ke/ /okra/ ‘eleven’

/ks/ /riksa/ ‘auto’

/gv/ /3ogvaj/ ‘sloth’

/gt"/ /agthiz/ ‘ring’

/gl/ /nagliz/ ‘ragi’

/hv/ /uhvasa/ ‘younger brother’s wife’
/hn/ /bahni:s/ ‘sister’

/hn/ /sehna/ ‘clever’

/hr/ /bahra/ ‘broom’

/hl/ /pahla/ ‘first’

4. Syllables

There are four syllable types: V, CV, CVC, and VC. In each type the onset, the nucleus, and the coda
may be realized by a single phoneme - a consonant in the onset or the coda, a vowel in the nucleus.
The nucleus of a syllable is obligatory; the onset and the coda are optional. V and VC syllables occur
word-initially only. (A full stop (.) represents a syllable break in the examples in this section.)

4.1. Syllable consisting of nucleus only

/aghl/  ‘bath’
/a.ta/ ‘now’
/t.dé/ ‘tomorrow’
/t.ca/ ‘height’
/ondM:/  ‘this much’
/6.d"a/ ‘deep’
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4.2. Syllable consisting of onset and nucleus (CV)

/p"a.niz/ ‘comb’

/pe.cu:/ ‘guava’

/pe.la/ ‘cup’

/pa.niy/ ‘water’

/pa.na/ ‘spanner’
/pa.ta/ ‘bandage’
/pa.da/ ‘hamlet’
/pa.ka/ ‘much’

/Ppo:.s€/ ‘child, children
/pa.pa.di:/ ‘bean’
/pa.lowliz/ ‘lizard’
/pa.ka.la/ ‘cripple’
/ku.ta.ra/ ‘dog’
/ku.da.]iz/ ‘mattock’
/ba.ka.da/ ‘bench’
/ba.na.va.ti/ ‘duplicate (adj)’
/da.da.gi.ri/ ‘trouble’
/noika.rirva.la/  ‘one who has a job’
/ba.da.la/ ‘reward (n)’

4.3. Syllable consisting of onset, nucleus, and coda (CVC)

/pal.got.val/ ‘sit in cross-legged position’
/dar.san.kar/ ‘visit’
/p"av.da/ ‘spade’
/p"ad.ka/ ‘cloth’
/piis.vi:/ ‘bag’
/pah.na/ ‘guest’
/pal.ti/ ‘overturn’
/pah.la/ “first’
/b"ar.vad/ ‘shepherd’
/bel.kad/ ‘crabs’
/mas.tor/ ‘teacher’
/vis.vas/ ‘faith’
/ham.ca/ ‘our’

4.4. Syllable consisting of nucleus and coda (VC)

/es.ti/ ‘bus’
/ap.le/ ‘we’
/9p.da/ ‘difficulty’
/ad.la/ ‘lean’
/otliz/ ‘ripen’
/ul.ti/ ‘vomit’
/3k.ca/ ‘eleven’

4.5. Stress

Stress is not contrastive in Varli. In disyllabic and trisyllabic words it falls on the first syllable; in
four syllable words on the second syllable and in five syllable words on the first with secondary
stress on the penultimate syllable.
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/oudMz/ ['ondMi:] ‘this much’
/bPaka.riz/ ['b"a.ka.ri:] ‘bread’
/da.da.gi.riz/ [da.'da.gi.ri:] ‘trouble’

/no.ka.rix.va.la/ ['no.ka.rir.'va.la] ~ ‘one who has a job’

5. Morphophonemics

5.1. Syllable reduction

When two- or three-syllable roots with final consonants are suffixed by a vowel-initial morpheme,
the vowel of the root-final syllable is lost. In a few cases the root-final consonant is deleted along
with the vowel, as in the case of ‘chicken’ in the examples below. This effectively reduces the
number of syllables in the word.

boilov+-el — bo:lvel
call-PERF called
sodok + -i: — sodki:
way-PL ways
cadar +-i: — cadri:
blanket-pL blankets
kovul + -3 — koavla
tile-pPL tiles
pitluk +-a - pi:la
chicken-pPL chickens

5.2. Epenthesis

In some words additional phonemes are epenthesised between the root and the plural suffix or
within the root.

bal+a — baojla
bull-rL bulls

When a vowel-initial morpheme is suffixed to a monosyllabic root ending in u/ii the consonant v
is inserted.

ju+-a — juva
louse-pL lice

5.3. Resyllabification and movement of nasalisation

When a vowel-initial morpheme is suffixed to a root ending in u/i, the final vowel becomes the
consonant v and the nasalization moves to the following vowel.

sak"{i+-a - sak"va

egg-PL eggs

When the morpheme -ii is suffixed to a vowel-final root, it becomes v and the nasalization moves
to the preceding vowel.

ja+-i — jav
go-we we go
de+-i — dév

give-we we give
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ne+-t — név
take-we we take
kha+ - — khav
eat-we we eat

5.4. Morphophonemics of pronouns

mi: +-j"a - maj"a
I-pPOSS my
ti+-4"a - tu"a
you-POSS your
to:+-ca — teca
he-poss his
te+-ca — tehanca
they-poss their
tumi: + -ca — tumca
yOu.PL-POSS yours
hami:+-ca — hamca
we-POSS ours

Nasalisation moves from the final root syllable to word-final position when some suffixes are
added.

tii+-hu — tuhii

you-also you.also
tumi:+-hu — tumi:h
you.PL-also you.also (plural)
hami:+-hu — hami:hi

we-also we.also

5.5. Underlying aspiration

The plosives /b"/, /t"/, /{*/ and /3"/ do not occur in word-final position (see 3.3.). However, when a
morpheme-initial vowel follows morpheme-final /b/, /t/, /t/ and /3/ in certain stems, the
consonants are aspirated. That is, those stems end in an underlyingly aspirated consonant. Compare
the following pairs of examples.

/set/ [set] ‘field” + /-avar/ ‘on’ — /setavar/ ‘on/in the field’
/hat/ ‘hand’ + /-avar/ ‘on’ —  /hat"avar/ ‘on (my) hand’

/set/ [set] ‘owner’ + /-alo/ ‘dative’ —  /setala/ ‘to the owner’
/goit/ ‘story’ + /-ii/ ‘plural’ —  /goithiz/ ‘stories’

There are also alternations between some morpheme-final /d/ [¢] and /q"/. For example:

/med/ [mer] ‘pillar (of a house)’
/medivar/ [meqivar] ‘on the pillar

These and other phenomena related to morpheme-final and word-final aspiration of plosives
need further research.



A Sketch of Varli Grammar

0. Introduction

Varli is an SOV language with split ergativity. There is agreement in gender and number between the
constituents of the noun phrase; and agreement in person, number, and gender between a noun
phrase and the verb phrase.

This sketch of Varli grammar is non-formal and functional. Independent clauses are described in
section 1, the noun phrase in section 2, the verb phrase in section 3, roles and case markers in
section 4, pragmatically marked structures in section 5, and cohesive devices and logical relations in
section 6.

1. Independent clauses

Independent clauses include stative and active types. Active clauses involve movement or change
over time while the stative ones do not.

1.1. Stative clauses

Stative clauses include existential, attributive or descriptive, emotive, equative, possessive and
comparative constructions. The subject is in a statant role.

In existential clauses the statement is made that a participant exists, as in (1). A locative phrase
may occur to indicate that the participant exists in a certain location, as in (2-4). The verb ‘to be’ or
the verb rah- ‘to exist’ functions as the predicate.

@) ek tolpv  rah-o
one pond exist-3S.PR
NP VP
There was/is a pond.

2 ham-ca g'or  dehanu-ls  ah-e
we-POSS.SN  house Dahanu-DAT be-35.PR!
NP NPLC VP
Our house is in Dahanu.

3 ham-ce gav-at setkari:  roh-at
we-POSS.PF  village-in farmers exist-3p.PR
NPLC NP VP
There are farmers in our village.

4 ma-"a ghor  dogor-avar ah-e
I-P0oss.sN  house mountain-on be-3S.PR
NP NPLC VP

My house is on the mountain.

In attributive or descriptive clauses a quality or attribute of some participant is described. The
verb ‘to be’ functions as the predicate.

5) to:  bes ah-e
he good be-3s.Pr
NP  ADJ VP
He is good.

! When the gender of a form may be masculine, feminine, or neuter (M/F/M) or masculine or feminine (M/F) it is unspecified
in the morpheme-by-morpheme gloss.
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6) to: boar-d {ic-a ah-e
He very-sN tall-sM be-3PR
NP  ADJP VP

He is very tall (superlative).

Emotive clauses may be personal or impersonal. In personal emotive clauses the experiencer is
the subject, as in examples (7-9). The predicate may be a verb such as ‘fear’ or the verb ‘to be’. In
impersonal emotive clauses, on the other hand, the experiencer has the dative case marker -la, and
the thing lacked or wanted can be considered the subject, as in (10-12).

Note that the verb agreement is with the experiencer in (7-9) and the thing lacked or wanted in
(10-12). However, the experiencer in constructions such as those in (10-12) is often called the
“dative subject” (see, for example, Masica 1991:346-356). One (of several) arguments for
considering the experiencer to be the subject is that it occurs in first position and the basic word
order in Varli is SOV.

7 tii  nodeg-lo  bih-o
she bear-DAT fear-3S.PR
NP  NPLC VP
She is afraid of bears.

8 mi: tanej-el ho:-tii
I thirsty-PERF  be-1S.pA
NP VP

I have been thirsty/I was thirsty.

()] mi: bih-3
I fear-1s.PR
NP  VP(INT)
I fear/I am afraid.

ao0) ma-ls  bor-i: tan lag-li:
I-DAT very-sF  thirst begin-3sp.rA
NP-DAT VP
I was very thirsty/I felt very thirsty.

(11) ma-la ko:bd-a pajj-2
I-DAT chicken-M must-3S.PR
NP-DAT NP VP
I want a cock.

a2) ma-la  gom-a
I-DAT  like-3S.PR
NP-DAT VP
I like (it).

Equative clauses identify or characterise a participant. An equative clause has topic and
comment noun phrases. The verb ‘to be’ functions as predicate.

(13) udva barik gav ah-e
Udva small village be-3s.PR
NPT NP VP

Udva is a small village.

(14)  hi: pen ah-e
this pen be-3s.PR
NPT NP VP
This is a pen.



(15)

(16)
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to: te-ca gohle ah-e

he she-ross.sM husband  be-3s.PrR
NPT NP VP

He is her husband.

ma-j"a bohas mastor ah-e
I-poss.sM  father teacher be-3S.PR
NPT NP VP

My father is a teacher.

Possessive clauses are similar to existential clauses. The possessor NP may be a possessive
pronoun (example 19), or a noun or pronoun with the suffix -apa/-pa ‘with, having’, as in (17-18).

a7)

(18)

(19)

dovar-apa somnd ho:-ta

old man-with gold  be-3s.pA

NPLC NP VP

The old man had gold. (Lit. ‘Gold was with the old man’)
ma-pa  pajs-2 nahi: ho:-te
I-with ~ money-NP no be-3pPM.PA
NPLC NP VP

I had no money.

ma-j"a ek poise ah-e
I-POSS.SM  one boy be-3s.PR
NP(POSSR)  NP(POSSD) VP

I have one boy/son.

In comparative clauses a comparative form, kartd ‘than’ or sark"a ‘like’, occurs. The standard
usually precedes the comparative marker, as in (20) and (22). The subject may precede the standard,
as in (20), but it may follow as shown in (21).

(20)

2D

(22)

rama vonsi:  kortd mo:h-a ah-e
Rama Vansi than  big-sM  be-3S.PR
NP NP COMP  ADJ VP

Rama is bigger than Vansi.

ma-f"e  kortd to:r moit"-a ah-e
I-poss.pF than he big-m be-3s.PR
NP COMP NP  ADJ VP

He is bigger than L

to: bahas sorkPa  ah-e

he father like be-3s.PR
NP NP COMP VP

He is like (his) father.

1.2. Active clauses

Active clauses include intransitive and transitive types. In intransitive clauses the action does not
affect, create or move a second participant while in transitive clauses it does.

In intransitive clauses only one participant, or argument, is involved in the action, as in
examples (23-25).

(23)

pakhor-d  ud-ot
insect-PN  fly-3pP.PR
NP VP
Insects fly.
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(25)
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pani: pad-la
rain fall-3SN.PA
NP VP

It rained.

diis  nighla

sun arise-3SM.PA
NP VP

The sun rose.

In semitransitive clauses there is an intransitive motion verb and a locative noun phrase occurs.

(26)

(27)

(28)

mi: vadi:-t ja-n
I garden-to  go-1S.FU
NP  NPLC VP

I will go to the garden.

ti:  ran-at Ja-j

she forest-to  go-3s.PR
NP  NPLC VP

She goes to the forest.

ti  naj-i-lo ja-s

you river-SF-DAT go0-2S.PR
NP  NPLC VP

You go to the river.

In inchoative intransitive clauses the subject changes from one state to another. These clauses
are like equative and descriptive clauses in that a participant is identified or characterised. They
differ, however, in that they are dynamic rather than static and the verb "a ‘to become’ occurs rather
than the verb ‘to be’. Compare, for example, (16) and (31).

(29)

(30

3D

to: pas  jala

he passed become-3sM.PA

NP  ADJ VP

He became a passed [student], i.e. he passed.

to: bes  j"a-la

he healed become-3sm.PA
NP  ADJ VP

He was healed.

to: mastar j"a-la

he teacher become-3sM.PA
NP NP VP

He became a teacher.

Transitive clauses include ditransitive constructions, i.e. those with three participants. In
transitive clauses with two noun phrases, the object may be marked with the dative -Io if it is the
intended goal of the action, as in example (33). Or it may be marked only by its position preceding
the verb.

(32)

to: ghor  bad"es

he house build-3s.PrR
NP  NPO VP

He builds a house.



(33) to:  te-ls vahar-a
he he-DAT call-3s.PR
NP  NPO VP

He calls him.
34) ti: abil pe-j
she gruel drink-3s.prR

NP NPO VP
She drinks gruel.

(35) jastii  korun lok-a bhat  seti: kor-ot
much most people-PM paddy field do-3p.PR
NP NP VP

Mostly people cultivate paddy fields. / Most people are paddy cultivators.
In ditransitive clauses the recipient, i.e. indirect object, is marked with -la.

(36) ti: ma-la pani:  de-j
she me-DAT water give-3C
NP  NPO(INDIR) NPO VP
She gives me water.

(37) ti:  vensi-lo goit™i:  sdg-a
she Vansi-DAT story-pF tell-3s.PR
NP  NPO(INDIR) NPO VP
She tells stories to Vansi.
(38) mi: telo coks  dé-j
I she-DAT rice give-1S.PR

NP  NPO(INDIR) NPO VP
I give her rice.
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In locative transitive clauses, the location or direction is indicated by the appropriate locative

marker.
(39) tit  mej-vor coipad-i: t"ev-a
she table-on book-small keep-3s.PR
NP  NPLC NPO VP
She keeps the little book on the table.
(40) to: kutre-lo ghor-i: gle-n ja-j
he dog-DAT house-to  take-LK go-3S.PR
NP  NPO NPLC VP

He takes the dog to the house.

1.3. Order of clause elements

The normal order of elements in a clause is SOV, as in (34); however, it may vary according to
discourse factors such as givenness and topicality. In example (42) the verb occurs between the

quantifier and the head noun of a phrase.

(41) po:sé kam-alo ja-t
child work-to go-3p.PR
The children go to work.

(42) ek  ho:ta hati:
one be-3sF.PA elephant
There was an elephant.
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The subject normally precedes the object or recipient and follows temporal phrases as in (43a). It
may precede these phrases, however, when it is more topical, as in (43b).

(43) a. ek diis mogor-ai-ce mon-at vet  vicar je-j
one day crocodile-F-pOSS.PF mind-in bad thinking come-3s.PR
One day a bad thought came to Crocodile’s mind.

b. makad dorro:;  mogor-a:-lo vet 3ab-a k"a-t-a nag-o
monkey every.day crocodile-F-DAT not.good.PN roseapple-PN eat-PROG-while see-3S.PR
Monkey every day used to see that Crocodile was eating the bad roseapples.

The object normally follows the subject and precedes the verb.

(44) me-hé kam  ke-la/kor-13
I-aG work do-3s.pA
NP NPO VP
I worked.

(45) teni: kopds  ghet-lo
he-AG cloth purchase-3SM.PA

NP NPO VP
He purchased cloth.

The indirect object occurs between the subject and direct object.

(46) te-ni: ma-lo kapds di:-d"el
he-AG I-DAT cloth give-PERF
NP NPO(INDIR) NPO(DIR) VP

He gave me cloth.

Locative and goal phrases normally occur between the object and verb.

(47)  d"onju-ni: te-ca ghodel pet-iit  thev-el ho:-ta
Danju-AG  he-poss.sM  watch  box-in  keep-PERF be-3sm.pA
NP NPO NPLC VP

Danju put his watch in his box.
Temporal adverbs and phrases usually precede other elements in the clause.

(48) te-ce mahahun mi: sikPot ah-{i/ah-1:
that-poss.sF  after I study-PROG  be-1PR
After that I am studying.

2. The noun phrase

The noun phrase may include (in addition to a head noun) demonstratives, possessors, relative
clauses, quantifiers and adjectives. Noun phrases with adjectives occur primarily in attributive rather
than active clauses. Relative clauses and possessives precede quantifiers and the head noun. They do
not occur with indefinite quantifiers. A pronoun may function as a noun phrase.

2.1. Simple and complex noun phrases

Noun phrases may be simple, i.e. with a single head, or complex with two or more participants listed
or linked as a compound participant. Examples (49-52) are simple noun phrases.

(49) mo:t-a ba
big-sM  father
ADJ N
uncle (father’s elder brother)



(50)

(5D

(52)
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barik  bahoni:s
small sister
ADJ N
younger sister

té jun-a  ghar
that old-sN house
DEM  ADJ N
that old house

navsu-ca po:se
Navsu-poss.sM  boy
son of Navsu/Navsu’s son

The bolded phrases in examples (53-54) are lists of nouns and noun phrases which function as a
single compound phrase. The bold italics phrase in (53) functions as an appositive to the compound

phrase.
(53)

54

ti:  kaki: kaka p"uj mama bajir virnu akhi:
that aunty uncle aunty uncle sister Veenu all

pak-t: jon-da ja-ja-ci: ah-a

many-PM  people-PM go-IRR-INF  be-3P.PR

That father’s brother’s wife, father’s brother, mother’s brother’s wife, mother’s brother, sister
and Veenu — many people - are about to go.

konsari:  himaj hirva vag"dev ham-ce
Kansari Himay Hirva Vaghdev  we-POSS.PF

lok-a-ci: dev-a ah-a
people-PM-POSS.PN  goddess-PF  be-3p.PR
The goddesses of our people are Kansari, Himay, Hirva and Vaghdev.

Coordinate noun phrases are linked by nd, as in examples (55-57). Example (58) illustrates both
lists and coordinate phrases; they are in apposition to hé ‘this’.

(55)

(56)

(57)

(58)

vonsi: nd vinu  hatat ja-d"el
Vansi and Veenu  market-DAT  goO-PERF
Vansi and Veenu went to the market.

te  bagel-ét majji: na p"adar roh-ot

that bungalow-in  sister and father = be-3p.PR

NPLC NP CONJ NP VP

In that bungalow there are a (Catholic) sister and a (Catholic) father.
ti:  poughi: na ti:  vadg"i:n jév-aj  bos-le

that child-r and that grandmother eat-IRR  sit-3P.PA
NP CONJ NP VP

That girl and her grandmother both sat to eat.

hé-c b"at nagli: vori: na torak jorak
this.SN-EMP  rice millet  grain and little  little

udji:d tur c3vle:  kPursani: hami: kadh-ot ahav
black.gram dhal beans oil.seed we take-3p.PR  be.l1P.PR

We are taking from the field rice, a millet-like grain, little black gram, dhal, beans and oil
seeds.

Comitative or associative phrases are marked by -harf: ‘with’ following the accompanying noun
or pronoun plus the possessive marker. The particle hii ‘also’ can occur, as in (60). Notice that the
verbal agreement is with the subject only and does not include the comitative phrase.



(59)

(60)

(61)

ti  ma-"e-hari:

you I-POSS.PF-with
NP  NPCOM

You come with me.

sonu
Sonu

noji-lo
river-DAT

kutra- hil
dog also

th te-ce-hari:
you
NP  NPCOM VP

ge-la

ge-la
g0-3SM.PA
Sonu went to the river with his dog.

je-s
come-2S.PR
VP

roh-joi-s

You be with her/Stay with her.

2.2. Noun phrase constituents

22.1.

Noun classes

te-ce-hari:
g0-3SM.PA  he-P0SS.PF-with

te-ca

she-POss.PF-with be-IMP.POLITE-RESP

he-P0Oss.sM
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Noun classes include masculine, feminine and neuter nouns. Other elements in the noun phrase, as
well as certain verb suffixes (see section 3.3), agree with the noun in gender and number.

occur. These classes are illustrated in table 1.
plural preceding a case marker.

singular and plural forms are different when followed by a case marker.

There are four classes of masculine noun stems determined by the suffixes with which they

Class I consists of singular nouns ending in -a; the plural ends in -a2. Final vowel 2 — € in the

Class II consists of nouns with no singular or plural marker. Note in table 1, however, that the

Class III consists of singular nouns ending in a consonant; the plural ends in -d.

Class IV consists of singular and plural nouns ending in -i.

Table 1. Masculine nouns

Singular Plural With case marker (sg) With case marker (pl)
Class I: a final root 2 -ala/-1s ‘to’
m3dP-a ‘ram’ m3d"-a méqPe-lo méq"é-lo
ab-a ‘mango’ ab-9 abe-la abé-ls
Class II: Not changing
po:se ‘boy’ po:se po:se-la po:sé-la
gohlé ‘husband’ gohlé gohle-la gohlé-la
Class III: Consonsnt final | d
bal ‘ox’ bajl-a bajl-als bajl-a-Ia
lok ‘people’ lo:k-a lo:k-ale lok-a-Is
makad ‘monkey’ makad-a makad-als makad-a-la
Class IV: -i: final i:
dPo:b-i: ‘washerman’ dPo:b-i: d"o:b-e-ls dro:b-e-ls
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There are three classes of feminine noun stems. These classes are illustrated in table 2.
Class I consists of singular nouns ending in a consonant; the plural ends in i.
Class II consists of singular nouns ending in a consonant; the plural ends in -a.

Class III consists of singular nouns ending in ii; the plural ends in -e.

Table 2. Feminine nouns

Singular Plural With case marker (sg) With case marker (pl)
Class I: Consonant final -ir
gaj ‘cow’ gaj-i: gaj-ls gajir-la
goi ‘story’ go:™-i: got-la got"i:-1a
rat ‘night’ rat-i: rat-1o rati:-la
Class II: Consonant final | -a
cic ‘tamarind’ cic-a cic-lo cicals
sa| ‘school’ sal-a sal-la salals
Class III: -i: final -e
pourgh-ir ‘girl’ po:rgi-e po:rghiz-lo po:rghé-la
gad-i: ‘train’ gad-e gadi:-la gadé-la
ko:bd-i: ‘hen’ ko:bd-e kobqi:-la kobdé-ls
pet-i: ‘box’ pet-e peti-la peté-la

There are two classes of neuter noun stems. These classes are illustrated in table 3.

Class I consists of singular nouns ending in -ii; the plural ends in -d.

Class II consists of singular nouns ending in a consonant; the plural ends in -d.

Table 3. Neuter nouns

Singular Plural With case marker (sg) With case marker (pl)
Class I -ii -d
pak"ar-ii ‘insect’ pakPar-a pakPar-ala pakPar-a-ls
sak-ii ‘egg’ sakPo-a* sakv-alo sakv-a-lo
vasar-i ‘calf’ vasor-a vasar-alo vasor-a-la
Class II: consonant ending | -d
majar ‘cat’ major-a major-ala major-a-la
ptu:l ‘flower’ pru:l-a ptuzl-alo pru:l-a-ls
g"sr ‘house’ ghor-a ghor-alo ghor-a-la

*Note that the @ in the singular form has been resyllabified when followed by a vowel-initial suffix.

In the case of a few nouns the feminine ending -i: indicates small things and the masculine
ending -a or @ indicates big things, as shown in (62).

(62) Small things  Big things
camci: comca ‘spoon’
co:pdi: co:pda ‘book’
bhakari: bhakar ‘rice chapati’
roxli: roztla ‘wheat chapati’
to:pli: to:pla ‘basket’

2.2.2. Noun derivation

Nouns may be derived from another noun, a verb, an adjective or two nouns. The following
exemplify some of the derivational possibilities:



Verb + nominalising suffix

sad"-a cal-ni: utar-on
connect-NOM filter-NoM get.down-NOM
joint filter/sieve downward slope
bo:l-i: cod-ti:

speak-NOM climb-Nom

language upward slope

Adjective + nominalising suffix

takat-val-a
strong-person-M
strong man

Nominalising prefix + noun

du-ka| som-b3d"
PRE-time PRE-close
famine connection

Noun + general nominal/nominalising suffix

bru:t-al-i: ghar-at-li:

devil-NOM-SF house-at-NOM.F
demon-possessed woman a woman from the house
bhu:t-al-a gler-at-la

devil-NOM-SM house-at-NOM.M
demon-possessed man a man from the house
cad-ni: pajsé-val-a

moon-NOM piece-NOM-M

star rich man

Adjective + noun

param-i:svar
great-god

Noun + noun

kam-val-a
work-person-M
male servant

mate-ca-g"ar
soil-of-house
house made of sod
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2.2.3. Personal pronouns

Personal pronouns distinguish singular and plural in first, second and third persons. There is also a
first person inclusive pronoun; first person plural is exclusive unless marked inclusive.> Masculine,
feminine and neuter genders are distinguished in the third person singular. The neuter plural is used
for referring to a mixed group, as well as plural neuter. The personal pronoun forms are summarized

in table 4.

Table 4. Personal pronouns

Subject With dative/ With Agentive/
oblique possessive | Ergative
markers marker

I mi: ma- ma- me-hé
we excl. hamf: hama- ham- hami:
we incl. aple aple- aple- aple
you S th tu- tu- tu-he
you P tumi: tuma- tum- tumi:
he to: te- te- te-ni:
she ti: te- te- te-ni:
it té té té te-ni:
they m te téh- téh- te-hi:
they F te téh- téh- te-hi:
they N ti: téh- téh- te-hi:

2.2.4. Demonstratives

Demonstrative pronouns and demonstrative adjectives distinguish proximal and medial degrees; they
are shown in table 5. Their adverbial counterparts, i.e. deictic adverbs, distinguish proximal, medial
and distal degrees. (See section 3.8.)

ho:
this.sm

hé

this.SN

hi:

this.SF

ti

that.PN
‘those trees’

Table 5. Demonstrative pronouns

Proximal ‘this’ Medial ‘that’
S P S P
M ho: he to: te
F hi: he ti: te
N hé hi: té ti:
bal
bull
kam
work
go:f
story
j"ad-a
tree-PN

2 Note that the first person plural verb suffixes are used to agree with both first person plural exclusive and first person plural

inclusive pronouns.




2.2.5.
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Co-relative pronouns

Co-relative pronouns occur with medial demonstrative pronouns in a co-relative construction to
specify the participants more definitely. They are listed in table 6 and illustrated in (63).

(63)

2.2.6.

Table 6. Co-relative pronouns

Singular Plural
M jo: ie
F J: je
N 3€ N
jo: ma-ls jel to: de
what.sM  I-DAT come-PERF  that.sM give.ImP

Give my (share) to me/Give me that which comes to me.

Interrogative pronouns

Interrogative pronouns occur in content questions and are comprised of an interrogative stem and —
usually — an agreement suffix. Some examples follow.

kom/komnt ‘who’ If repeated, it means ‘who of many’, as in 64b. The form komd: is ergative, as in

(64c).
(64)

a. ho: komn ah-e
this who.M  be-3s.PR
Who is he?
b. komn koimn doger-alo ji-ja-ca ah-a

who who  mountain-DAT come-IRR-INF.SM be-3P.PR
Who all are coming to the mountain?

c. a3 epar komn-a: ke-la
today cooking who-AG do-3N.pA
Who did the cooking today?

koma ‘whom’

(65)

a. komna-lo vahar-1a
whom-DAT  call-3sm.pA
Whom/to whom did he call?

b. koina-ce-harf: tor  ji-d"el
whom-PF-with he come-PERF
With whom did he come?

komaca ‘whose (M)’

(66)

pot ko:na-ca
stomach who-P0OSS.SM
Whose stomach is it?

Note that komn, koma and komaca could be analised as the animate interrogative pronoun ko:mn
with the appropriate case marker.

kaj ‘what’

(67)

ran-at ja-n  kaj kaj an-as
wilderness-in  go-LK what what bring-2s.PrR
What are the (things) you bring from the wilderness?
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Other interrogatives and the gender and number suffixes which occur with them are listed in
table 7; examples are given in (68) and (69). The table also gives the suffixes which occur with
indefinite pronouns such as to:" ‘however much’ (see section 2.2.7).

Table 7. Interrogatives and indefinite pronouns

Interrog- Gloss Singular Plural
ative M [F [N |M [F [N
ko:q"- ‘how much/how many’ | -ak | -itk | -8k | -ok | -ek | -Tk
kas- ‘how’ -ak |-tk | -8k | -k | -ek |-k
kot"- ‘where from (origin)’ Ala | dlir | -lAa |-l | -le |-l
kot™- ‘where’ -ca |-cii |-cA |-co |-ce |-ci:
kac- ‘which’ -a -it -a -9 -e SN
to:d", ete. | ‘however much’ ca/ |-/ | -a/ | -a/ | -e/ | -1/
-ak |-tk | -8k | -k | -ek |-k
(68)  ko:dMik mojr-i: lag-o
how.much-sF  pay-SF begin-3s.PR
INTER NP VP

How much pay do you need?

(69) jomi:n kas-izk  ah-e
land how-sF  be-3s.PrR
NP VP  INTER VP
How is the land?

2.2.7. Indefinite pronouns and negative pronouns

Indefinite pronouns include:

to:d" + -a ‘that much/however much’
o:d" + -a ‘this much/however much’
jo:d® + -a/ to:d"+ -a ‘co-relative’

The suffixes with which they occur are listed in the last row of table 7.

(70)  jodP-ak kha-val  to:q"-ak
how.much-sN  eat-ABIL that.much-SN

ghi-jor
take-IMP.POLITE

As much as (you) can eat, that much you should take.

The negative pronoun is komnt; it is probably derived from the interrogative but is unchanging in

form (see section 5.2).

2.2.8. Modifiers

Modifiers in the noun phrase include adjectives, adjective phrases and numerals or other quantifiers.
Example (71) is a compound adjective phrase in a noun phrase which functions as an exclamation.
In (72) the noun is modified by a possessive pronoun and adjectives; in (73) the noun is modified by
a possessive phrase, a quantifier and an adjective; in (74) the noun is modified by a quantifier
phrase. Note that in (74) the repetition of the quantifier adds emphasis, as do the two semantically

similar adjectives in (75).

71)  odhi: bes na go:q,
how.much.pN good and sweet
QFR ADJ CONJ  ADJ

What good, sweet roseapples!

jab-a
roseapple-PN
NOUN



(72)

(73)

74)

(75)
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ma-j"a goir-a  goir-a  dada
I-poss.sM  fair-m fair-m brother
POSS ADJ ADJ NOUN

my extremely fair brother

ma-j"e bahani:s-ce don  mot™e poirghe
I-POSS.PF  sister-POSS.PF  two big-pF  girl-PF
my sister’s two big girls

jorak  jorak  udi:d

little  little  black.gram

QFR QFR NOUN

a very small amount of black gram

barik khed-a  gdv
small small-M village
ADJ ADJ NOUN
a very small village

Adjectives may be derived from other adjectives or nouns by the addition of prefixes (76), or
they may be derived from verbs by the addition of the perfective suffix (77), in which case they may
be described as participles. Participial forms may also function as the head of the noun phrase, as in

(216).
(76)

77)

na-lajok nis-p"a]
PRE-capable PRE-fruit
not capable/incapacitated fruitless

pik-el 3ab-a
ripen-PERF roseapple-PN
ripened roseapples

A noun may modify the head noun in a phrase, as in (78-79). The result is a compound noun,
case suffixes occur on the second noun in such compounds (as in example 80) so that the two nouns
are sometimes written as a single word.

(78) as bahas
mother father
NOUN NOUN
parents
(79) pan ko:bi:
leaf  cabbage
NOUN NOUN
cabbage
(80) a. dovarba
old.man.father
NOUN
grandfather
(80) b. te-ni: davarba-la brat  di:-la
he-AG grandfather-DAT rice give-3SM.PA
He gave the rice to grandfather.
Number system

Normally ordinal numbers agree with the noun in gender and number. The ordinal numbers are
pahla, dusra, tisra, cavta, pdcva... ‘first, second, third, fourth, fifth...”. Example phrases are shown in

(81).
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(81) pshl-a pose dusc-i: po:rg-i:
first-sM  boy-sm second-SF  girl-SF

The cardinal numbers are ek, domn, tin, cer, pdc,... viisa ‘one, two, three, four, five,...twenty’. In
examples (82-84) combinations of numbers are shown for numbers above twenty.

(82) tim visa na ogoni:s
three twenty and nineteen
seventy nine

(83) ek  séboar na nav
one hundred and nine
one hundred and nine

(84) nov viisa
nine  twenty
one hundred and eighty

2.3. Relative clauses

In a relative clause a participant is identified by some situation in which he or she was, is or will be
involved. Relativisation can be on almost any role in the clause, as shown in examples (87-108). In
co-relative constructions a co-relative pronoun and a medial demonstrative occur and function as the
relative pronouns, as in examples (85-86). In other relative constructions a medial demonstrative
functions as the relative pronoun (87) or there may be no relativiser, as in (88). (Compare 88 with
5-6. Note that, the verb ‘to be’ is final in equative clauses.) Note in (90) that deictic adverbs can also
function as relativisers (see section 3.8). The verb in relative clauses is often the perfective form
without an auxiliary, as in (89).

Co-relative clause

(85) jé jha-1a té biihii vet j"a-la
what.SN happen-3sN.pA  that.sN  very bad happen-3sN.pA
CO-REL DEM ADJ ADJ

Whatever happened it was very bad.

(86) jor ma-la  j-el to: de
what.sM I-DAT come-PERF that.SM give.IMP
What will come to me that give/give me what is coming to me/give my share to me.

Statant

(87) ghor-at  ah-e to:
house-in be-3ADJ that.ADJ
NPLC VP DEM
he who is in the house

(88) ujola ah-e té ptu:l
white be-3s.pPrR that.sSN flower
that flower (which) is white

(89) rikama-d"el  vad"g"o
no.work-pERF  grandfather
grandfather who has no work



Locative

(90) mi: pad-el tef"s

I fall-PERF there
NP VP ADV
there where I had fallen

(91) to: ja-d"el té ghor
he go-PERF that.sN  house
NP VP DEM NP

that house to which he had gone

Possessor

(92) to: novsu  je-la domn  pose ah-a
that-sMm Navsu  him-DAT two child.Mm be-3p.PR
DEM NOUM NP NP VP

that Navsu who has two children

Possessed

(93) ma-"a ah-e té
I-POSS.SN be-3S.PR that.SN
POSSR VP DEM
that which is mine

(94) ma-pa ah-e ti: gaj
I-with be-3s.PR that-SF  cow
NPCOM VP DEM NP

that cow which is with me/the cow which I have

Comparative

(95)  navsu-ce kortd mo:™-a ah-e to: po:se
Navsu-poss.PF  than  big-sm be-3spPrR that.sMm boy
NP COMP  ADJ VP DEM NP

that boy who is bigger than Navsu

Actor (realised)

(96)  jam-el ho:-to te lozk
gather-PERF  be-3pPM.PA that.PM people
VP DEM NP
the men who gathered

(97)  ha3s-a to:
laugh-3s.pr  that.sMm
VP DEM
he who laughs

Actor (unrealised)

(98) udé jir-ja-ca ah-e na to:
tomorrow come-IRR-INF.SM be-3S.PR QUES that.s.M
ADV VP DEM

he who is to come tomorrow/he is the one that is coming tomorrow, isn’t he?/..., no?



(99) perva aple ja-ja-ca na té
day.after ~we(INCL) gO-IRR-INF QUES that.SN
ADV NP VP DEM
(the village) to which we will go day after tomorrow, no?

Recipient (relative clause, recipient)

(100) te posse-lo  db-o diz-dPel na to:

that.pPF  boy-DAT mango-PM give-PERF QUES that.sMm

NP(REC) NP(PAT) VP DEM

(He is) the boy who was given the mangos, isn’t he?/... mangos, no?
(101) jels me-hé pani: an-1a to:

who-DAT I-AG ~ water bring-3sN.pPA  he

NP NP NP VP PRON

he to whom I brought water

Patient

(102) me-hé her-el to: kutr-a
I-AG see-PERF that.sm dog-sMm
NP VP DEM NP

that/the dog which I saw

Agent
(103) to: kutr-é-1a mar-3 to:
that.sM dog-SM-DAT beat-3s. that.sm
NP NP VP DEM
he who beats that dog
(104) Kkutr-é-Is her-el to: bablu
dog-DAT see-PERF that.sm Bablu
NP(PAT) VP DEM NP
that Bablu who saw the dog
(105) mo-lo ko:bd-i: di:-d"el to: somnu
I-DAT chicken-sF  give-PERF  that.sM Sonu
NP(REC) NP VP DEM NP
that Sonu who gave me a hen
Benefactive
(106) a. je-ce-sathi: me-hé kam  kor-el
this-poss.pr-for I-AG ~ work  do-PERF
NP NP NP VP

the man for whom I did the work/the man for whom I worked

b. sonu-ni: ma-la di:-li: ti: kdbd-i:
Sonu-AG I-DAT give-3PN that-SF  chicken-SF
that hen which Sonu gave me

c. me-hé tum-alo kapel ti:
I-AG  you-DAT cut that-sF
that I cut for you



Comitative

(107) ma-{"e-hari: a-la to:
I-pF-with come-3SM.PA  that.sM
NP VP DEM

(108)

he who came with me

somnka-hari: ja-d"el  to:
Sonka-with  go-PERF that.sM
NP VP DEM

he who went along with Sonka

2.4. The genitive construction
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A possessive suffix occurs on the possessor in a genitive construction. The suffixes are summarized in

table 8.

Table 8. Possessive suffixes

Possessed
Singular noun Plural noun
Possessor M F N M F N
1,2 S -t"a -0 ] i) -jhe -4
1 Incl. -la -li: -1a -Ia -le -Ii:
1,2 P -ca -ci: -ca -Co -ce -cl:
3* Sand P | -ca -ci: -ca -co -ce -ci:

*The third person suffixes occur on nouns as well as pronouns.

Genitive constructions indicate possession, source and belongingness.

(109)

(110)

(111)

(112)

(113)

ma-j"a hat

I-ross.sM  hand

POSSR POSSD

my hand

ham-ce gav-at setkari:  roh-ot
we-POSS.PF  village-in farmers exist-3p.PR
POSSR POSSD NP VP
Farmers are in our village/There are farmers in our village.
dba-ca jhad

mango-POSS.SN  tree

POSSR POSSD

tree of mango/mango tree

naglé:-ci: brakar

ragi-pOsS.SF  bread

POSSR POSSD

bread of ragi/ragi bread

ma-j’i:  seva
I-poss.SF - work
POSSR POSSD
my work
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(114) ma-ra kajda
I-poss.sM  rule
POSSR POSSD
my rule (i.e. regulation which I made)

2.5. Agreement in the noun phrase

There is agreement in the noun phrase between modifiers (unless they end in a consonant) and the
noun head with respect to gender and number. The adjective lal ‘red’ is unchanging while the
adjective taja ‘fresh’ (115a) ends in a vowel which changes according to gender and number. Table 9
summarizes the agreement using ak™ ‘all’ as a quantifier. Examples of consonant-final adjectives and
quantifiers are given in (115b and 115c). Examples (115d) and (115e) illustrate agreement between
the adjective and neuter and masculine nouns, respectively.

Table 9. Agreement in the noun phrase

Noun Dem Poss Qfr ‘all’ | Adj

Gen | Num | Proximal Medial | S P

M S ho: to: -f"a -ca | akMa -a
P he: te "9 -co | akM-a -9

F S hi: ti: -z -cir | ak™i: -ix
P he te -1"e -ce | akM-e -e

N S hé té ] -cd | ak™a -a
P hi: ti: 4" -ci: | ak™M i SN

(115) a. tajyi: goid go:d jab-a
fresh-PN sweet sweet roseapple-PN
ADJ ADJ ADJ NOUN
very sweet, fresh roseapples

b. jorak bes
somewhat nice
IND.QFR ADJ

c. ekdom Dbarik po:se
very small boy
IND.QFR  ADJ NOUN

d. ni:l-a mircli
green-SN  chili
e. niil-a popat
green-SM  parrot
Comments on the noun phrase
Demonstratives, relative clauses, and possessives always occur before quantifiers.

If there is an adjective in the noun phrase, an indefinite quantifier before the adjective intensifies
the adjective, as in (115b).

Numerals and indefinite quantifiers like bes, jarak, and barik do not show agreement since they
end in a consonant.

Quantifiers may appear without the noun head but are still in agreement with it.

Examples of noun phrases follow. Note that (125) is a possessive noun phrase within a possessive
noun phrase, as indicated by the brackets.



(116)

117)

(118)

(119)

(120)

(121)

(122)

Adjective and noun

a. kal-a kutr-a
black-sM dog-sm

b. kal-i: kute-i:
black-sF dog-SF

c. moit™i: ghdiged-i:
big-SF leaf.umbrella-sF
big umbrella made of leaves

d. bes goit
nice story.SF
ADJ NOUN

Quantifier and noun

ak"-e pourgh-e
all-pr  girl-pF
all girls

Demonstrative and noun

he go:™-i:
this.PF  story-pF

these stories (Note: { is unaspirated in the singular (example 116d) but aspirated in the

plural.)

hi: gad-i:

this.SF  train-SF

Demonstrative, adjective and noun

te padel 3ab
that.sN  not.good roseapple.PN
That fallen roseapple.

Demonstrative, numeral, adjective and noun

te dom mo:ihe porrg'e
that.pPF  two  big-pF  girls-PF
DEM QFR  ADJ NOUN

those two big girls

Demonstrative, quantifier, adjective and noun

ti: ak™i: mo:f™1:  lok-a
that.pn  all-pN big-PN  people-PN
DEM QFR ADJ NOUN

all those big people

Possessive, adjective and noun

ma-j"a kal-a go:d-a
I-poss.sM  black-sM  horse-sm
my black horse
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(123) Quantifier, adjective and noun

ek bes go:t
one nice  story
NUM  ADJ NOUN
a/one nice story

(124) Possessor, quantifier and noun

ma-j"a t"o:d-a kam
I-POSS.SN  some-SN work
POSSR QFR NOUN

some of my work

(125) [Possessor, [possessor, quantifier, adjective and noun]]

ma-j"e  bahonis-ce dom moihe porrg'e
I-POSS.PF sister-POSS.PF  two big-pF  girl-pF
POSSR  POSSR QFR  ADJ NOUN

my sister’s two big girls

(126) Interrogative and noun

koma-ca po:se
who-P0SS.sM  child-sm
whose son

(127) Ordinal and noun

pahl-a  po:se
first-sM  child-sm
the first boy

When the head noun has a case marker such as -5 or -at, the agreement suffix changes. In such a
case, demonstratives, interrogative heads of relative clauses, possessives and quantifiers all require
the plural feminine ending -ce preceding the head noun, as in (128) and (65b). The examples in
(129) are without a case marker except possessive which functions differently.

(128) ham-ce ran-at fonaver ah-e
we-POSS.PF wilderness-in  snake be-3s.PR
POSSR NP VP

In our wilderness there is a snake.

(129) a. ham-ca ran
we-POSS.SM  wilderness
our wilderness

b. rama-ci: mot"-i: bahoni:s a-li:
Rama-POSS.PF  eldest-SF  sister come-3SF.PA
POSSR NP VP

Rama’s eldest sister came.

c. ham-ce do:ghi: g"arvalir-nhii-ca vicar
we-POSS.PF both.POSS.PF wife-PL-POSS.SM  advice
both of our wive’s advice

d. ham-ce dada-ca logi:n
we-POSS.PF  brother-p0SS.SN  marriage
our brother’s marriage
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3. The verb phrase

The head of a verb phrase is normally a verb, a compound verb or a main verb followed by an
auxiliary verb. Negatives and adverbs of manner may also occur in the verb phrase.

The citation form of verbs can be the unaffixed root or stem, but the perfective form is also used
as the citation form.
3.1. Verb derivation

Verbs may be derived from a noun or adjective followed by a verb root such as t"ev ‘keep’ (example
130) or kar ‘do’ (131) or by a verbaliser such as -el (132).

(130) bPorosa thev
confidence keep
NOUN v
trust
(131) a. vicar kar
thought do
NOUN v
think
b. moja ker
love do
love
c. vajola kor
separation  do
separate
d. sap" ker
clean do
clean
(132) o-el
ripe-VBLR
ripen

Some adjectives such as k"us ‘happy’ may be followed by ho:- ‘to be’ to form a compound verb, as
in (133) and (311). Note that in such cases the verb ‘to be’ is conjugated like a regular verb.
Compare, for example, (5) and (133).

(133) moagar ekdom  k"us  ho:j
crocodile much happy be-3s.pr
Crocodile is very happy.

Some roots can function as either a noun or a verb without a derivational suffix or additional
verb root.

vicar ‘ask’ (v), ‘thinking/thought’ (N) (cf. 131a)
man ‘consider (v), ‘honour’ (N)
kel ‘play’ (v), ‘games’ (N)

3.2. Tense and Agreement

Finite verbs agree with one of the participants in the clause in person — and usually in gender and
number. That is, there is a suffix in every finite verb which cross-references one of the arguments of
the verb. (Person is always indicated by the verb ending but gender and number are sometimes
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ambiguous in finite verbs.) The suffix also indicates tense. The tense and agreement suffix varies
according to whether the verb stem is consonant final (CF) or vowel final (VF).

The simple tenses are present, past and future. There are also progressive and perfective tenses
formed with the verb ‘to be’ as auxiliary. Perfective and progressive constructions could be described
as aspects but are included in this section since the perfective tenses pattern like the simple past in
agreement with one of the participants. The progressive tenses pattern like the simple present and
simple future in agreement.

3.2.1 Conjugation of the verb ‘to be’

The conjugation of the irregular verb ‘to be’ is given in table 10. Note that in this verb t can be
analised as marking past tense, and v as marking future subjunctive. Since present, past and future
tense markers cannot always be separated from the person markers in the conjugation of regular
verbs, t and v are not isolated in the morpheme by morpheme glosses of examples with the verb ‘to
be’. The future of the verb ‘to be’ often means ‘subjunctive’ rather than ‘future’ but it is glossed as
future (FU) in the examples.

Table 10. Conjugation of the irregular verb ‘to be’

Person Gender Singular Plural*
Present
1 M/F ahii/aht: ahav
2 M/F ahes ahas
3 N ahe aha
Past
1 M/F ho:td ho:td
2 M ho:tas ho:tas
F ho:ti:s ho:tes
M and F ho:ti:s
3 M ho:ta ho:ta
F ho:ti: ho:te
N ho:ta ho:ti:
Future
1 M/F hovti hovii
2 M hovas hovas
F hovi:s hoves
M and F hovi:s
3 M hova hova
F hovi: hove
N hova hovi:

*A mixed group of masculine and feminine third persons has the
same verb ending as that of the neuter plural in all of the
conjugations of regular and irregular verbs.

3.2.2. Conjugation of other verbs

Except for past and perfective tenses (see discussion in section 3.3), verb suffixes agree with the
actor/agent in the active forms and with the patient in the passive forms, i.e. the suffixes agree with
the subject of both intransitive and transitive verbs. The simple present tense suffixes are listed in
table 11 and those of the simple past in table 12. Examples of verbs in the present tense are given in
(134) and of verbs in the simple past tense in (135).
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Table 11. Conjugation of regular verbs in the simple present

Person | Gender | Singular | Plural
With CF verb roots 1 M/F -3 -U

2 M/F -9s -a

3 -9 -ot
With VF verb roots 1 M/F -~j -~0*

2 M/F -S @

3 - -t

*In first person singular and plural of vowel-final roots the nasalisation
moves to the preceding vowel. In first singular the consonant j follows the
nasalised vowel in the present tense; in first person plural the consonant is v
in both present and future tenses.

(134) a. te kar-at
they do-3p.PR

b. hami: kPa-v

we eat-1P.PR
c. mi: kha-j

I eat-1S.PR
d. tumi: kPa

you(P) eat-2P.PR

Table 12. Conjugation of regular verbs in the simple past

Person Gender Singular Plural
1 M/F -4 -la
2 M -las -los
F -lits -les
M/F -1is
3 M -la -Is
F -li: -le
N -1a i

(135) a. to: Dbas-la
he  sit-3sm.pA
he sat

b. ti bas-las
you sit-2SM.PA
you sat

The conjugation of regular verbs in the simple future tense is shown in table 13; examples are
given in (136). (Note: the verb ‘to go’ is regular in the simple future tense.)
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Table 13. Conjugation of regular verbs in the simple future

Person | Gender | Singular | Plural
With CF verb roots 1 M/F -an -un

2 M/F -si:(1) -sa(l)

3 -al -thi:(D)
With VF verb roots 1 M/F -n -n

2 M/F -si:(1) -sa(l)

3 -1 -thi:(D)

(136) a. to: sag-al
he say-3s.Fu
he will say

b. mi: jan
I go0-1S.Fu
I will go.

c. hami: ja-n
we go-1P.FU
we will go

3.2.3  Progressive tenses

The progressive tenses are formed by suffixing -t (VF) or -at (CF) ‘progressive’ to the verb root. The
appropriate form of the verb ‘to be’ follows as auxiliary.

(137) te kam kar-ot ah-a
they work do-PROG be-3P.PR
They are working.

(138) hami: ja-t ho:-t
we g0-PROG be-1pP.PA
We were going.

(139) tumi: ja-t ho-vis
you.P  g0-PROG be-2P.FU
You will be going/You may be going.

3.2.4  Perfective tenses

The perfective tenses are formed by suffixing -d"el/-el to the root of the main verb. This is followed
by the appropriate form of the verb ‘to be’ as shown in table 14. When the person, number and
gender is understood from the context the verb ‘to be’ can be omitted. Some examples follow the
table. (See section 3.3 for explanation of the agreement suffixes.)



(140)

(141)

(142)

(143)

3.2.5

Table 14. Conjugation of verbs in the perfective tenses

Main verb suffix Auxiliary verb ‘to be’
Person Gender (VF) (CPH Present Past Subjunctive/
and verb root verb root Future
Number
1 SM.SF -dPel -el ahii ho:iti  hovii
PM.PF -dPel -el ahiv hoiti  hovii
2 SM -dPel -el ahes ho:tas hovas
SF -dPel -el ahes ho:tizs  hovi:s
PM -dPel -el ahas ho:tas hovas
PF -dPel -el ahas ho:tes hoves
PN -dPel -el ahas ho:ti:s hovi:s
3 SM -dPel -el ahe hoita hova
SF -dPel -el ahe ho:ti:  hovi
SN -dPel -el ahe ho:itd hova
PM -dPel -el aha hoits  hova
PF -dPel -el aha hoite hove
PN -dPel -el aha ho:ti:  hovi:
mi: uth-el ho:-tii
I get.up-PERF  be-1S.PA
I have gotten up.
mi: uth-el ho-vil
I get.up-PERF  be-1S.FU

I might get up/I will get up.

te-ni:  car kap-el  ho:-ta

he-AG grass cut-PERF be-3SF.PA

He has cut the grass.

me-hé p"al-4  kPa-d"el ho-ui:

I-AG  fruit-PN  eat-PERF be-3PN.FU
I might have eaten the fruit/I will have eaten the fruit.

Infinitive
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The infinitive suffixes agree with the noun in gender and number but are not marked for person. The

infinitive endings are shown in table 15.

(144)

Table 15. Infinitive suffixes

vik-aj-ca ah-es
sell-IRR-INF.SM  be-2s.PR
You are about to sell.

Sg |P1
M -ca |-co
F -ci:  |-ce
N -ca |-ch:

The infinitive forms occur primarily in imminent and possibility aspects (see section 3.6). The
appropriate form of the verb ‘to be’ follows the infinitive in these constructions.
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3.2.6  Vowel-final verb roots

Most verb roots have the form CVC or VC. There are, however, seven vowel-final verb roots which
have somewhat different forms in some of the tenses than those presented. These verbs are:

kha ‘eat’
ja ‘g0’

je ‘come’
de ‘give’
ghe ‘take’
ne ‘take’
pe ‘drink’

The conjugations are the same as those of verbs ending in consonants except the irregular forms
listed below and those of the verb ja ‘go’ in the simple past, as shown in table 16.

Fusion
jajaca ahi/ahit: —  jajacahii/hi: ‘I am about to go’
jajaca ahes —  jajacahes ‘you were about to go’
ja+aja —  i3ja ‘in order to go’
kPa+on —  khPan ‘(1) will eat’
de+ an — den ‘(D will give’
Addition
k"a + jo:s —  khajjo:s ‘eat (imp.)’
ja+jos —  jajjois ‘go (imp.)’
Metathesis
ja+ajca —  jajaca ‘in order to go’
jetajca —  jejaca ‘in order to come’
Other changes in the verb root
ja+-la — gela ‘(he) went’
pe+-aja —  pija ‘in order to drink’

The following are the irregular third person masculine singular simple past forms of je, de, ne, pe.

je ‘come’ — ala ‘(he) came’
de ‘give’ — dila ‘(he) gave’
ne ‘take’ — nila ‘(he) took’
pe  ‘drink’ — pila ‘(he) drank’
Table 16. Conjugation of a ‘go’* in the irregular simple past
Person Gender Singular Plural
1 M ge-ld ge-li
F ge-li ge-11
M/F ge-li
2 M ge-las ge-los
F ge-lits ge-les
M/F ge-lits
3 M gela ge-lo
F ge-li: ge-le
N ge-1a ge-lIi:

*The past tense of the transitive verb kar ‘do’ is conjugated like ja
‘go’, that is ke- followed by an agreement tense suffix, as shown in
the table.
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Auxiliary verb
The auxiliary verb sok- ‘to be able’ is conjugated as in table 17.

Table 17. The auxiliary verb sak-

Person Gender- Present Past Future
Number

1 S -3 -4 -on
P -l -la -un

2 SM -39S -las -si:(1)
SF -3s -lizs -si:(1)
PM -a -las -sa(D
PF -a -les -sa(D
PN -a -lits -sa(D

3 SM -9 -la -2l
SF -3 -li: -al
SN -3 -la -al
PM -ot 1o -thi:()
PF -ot -le -thi:()
PN -ot 11 -thi:()

3.3. Agreement with the noun phrase

There is agreement within the clause with respect to person, gender and number between a noun
phrase and the verb phrase. In stative and intransitive clauses, verb agreement is between the subject
and the verb (see also section 3.2). Table 18 summarizes the third person suffixes of the head of the
noun phrase and of the verb phrase (only the vowel of each suffix is shown) when the noun is, for
example, dba- ‘mango’ (M), gadi: ‘train’ (F), pdk"uri ‘insect’ (N). The example in (145) shows
agreement between the subject and the verb in the past progressive.

Table 18. Third person agreement between
the noun phrase and the verb phrase

Gender- NP VP-past
Number

SM -0 -a

SF -ir -ir

SN -é -a

PM -e -3

PF -e -e

PN I I

(145) a. tor ja-t ho:-ta

he go-PROG  be-3sMm.pA
He was going.

b. fti ra-at ho:-ti:
they.M/F  cry-PROG  be-3PN.pPA
They were crying.

In transitive clauses in the simple past and perfective tenses the agreement is between the object
and the verb and the subject NP is marked by -ni/-hi ‘agent (ergative)’ or the ergative form of the
pronoun. In other tenses agreement is with the subject. Compare for example, present and past
constructions in (146) and (147), respectively.
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mi: kam kar-3
I work  do-1S.PR
I do the work.

me-hé kam  ke-1d/kor-13°

I-AG work  do-3s.PA
I did the work.

Table 19 summarizes the agreement between the object and the verb in ergative constructions
and examples are given in (148-152). Note that when relativisation is on the agent in a past or
perfective tense, the agent/ergative case marker does not occur. (See, for example, 104 and 105.)

(148)

(149)

(150)

(151)

(152)

Table 19. Agreement between the object and the verb

Agent Object NP VP
rama-ni: SM to:pla ‘big basket’ -a -a
rama-ni: SF to:pli: ‘small basket’ -i: -i:
rama-ni: SN vasoarti ‘calf’ -t -a
rama-ni: PM to:pls ‘big baskets’ -9 -9
rama-ni: PF to:ple ‘small baskets’ -e -e
rama-ni: PN vasora ‘calves’ -a N
a. rama-ni: toipl-a an-la

Rama-AG  basket(big)-M bring-3sm.pPA
Rama brought the basket.

b. rama-ni: vaser-d an-Ii:
Rama-AG calf-PN  bring-3pPN.PA
Rama brought the calves.

me-hé bes kam  ke-la/kar-1a
I-AG  good work do-3sN.pA
I did good work.

me-hé sag-1a

I-AG tell-3SN.PA

I told (it).

te-ni: pok-a  kPa-la
he-AG much-SN eat-3SN.PA

NP ADJ VP

He ate a lot.

me-hé te-lo phu:l-a di:-Ii:

I-AG  he-DAT flower-PN  give-3PN.PA
NP-AG NP-BEN NP VP

I gave flowers to him.

In the simple past and perfective tenses when the patient is marked with -I5 or -als, the verb is
always suffixed by the third person singular neuter suffix, as in (153).

(153)

vonsa-ni:  co:r-als ku:t-1a
Vansa-AG thief-DAT  beat-3SN.PA
NP-AG NP-PAT VP

Vansa beat the thief.

3 The verb kar ‘do’ is irregular; the form of the root is usually ke in the past tense.
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This is true also for the reflexive in the past tense since the reflexive pronoun padar is suffixed by
-Ib.
(154) te-ni: poadar-la-c kap-la
he-AG self-DAT-EMP  cut-3SN.PA
He cut himself.

(155) me-hé poador-lo  kap-la
I-AG  self-DAT cut-3SN.PA
I cut myself.

(156) te-ni: padar-la nahi: kap-1a
he-AG self-DAT not cut-3SN.PA
He did not cut himself.

Personal pronouns function as patient only if they are marked with -Io; the verb, then, always
has the third person singular neuter suffix.

3.4. Causative verbs

Causative verbs are formed by suffixation or changes in the form of the verb root. The forms of the
causative are listed below.

Causative suffixes

The causative suffix -av occurs after consonants; -vav occurs after vowels, as shown in (157).

(157) pet, ‘setfire’ pet-av  ‘cause to set fire’
kha  ‘eat’ kPa-vav  ‘cause to eat’
sitk  ‘study’ sitk-ov  ‘cause to study’

(158) vensi:-ni: po:sé-la  kPel-ov-1a
Vansi-AG  boy-DAT  play-CAUS-3SM.PA
NP NP
Vansi made the boy play.

(159) lokd-hi:  ran-at pet-ov-li:
people-AG forest-in  fire set.fire-CAUS-3PN.PA
NP NPLC NP

People set the fire in the forest.

(160) guruji-ni: posé-la bes sik-av-1a
teacher-AG boy-DAT  nicely study-CAUS-PERF
The teacher caused the student to study well/
The teacher taught the student well.

Changes in the form of the verb root include:

2 becomes a:

(161) ped ‘fall’ pad, ‘cause to fall, drop’

utor ‘get down’ utar ‘cause to get down, take down’
(162) mi: ma4"a kaliy pad-un de-n

I I-poss.sF  liver fall.cAUS-LK  give-1S.FU

I will cause my liver to fall and will give (it to you)/
I will drop my liver down (to you).
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t becomes d:
(163) phat ‘tear’ pPad, ‘cause to tear, tear (transitive)’
(164) te-ni: kagad  p"ad-un tak-la

he paper tear.CAUS-LK to.be-3SM.PA

He tore the paper out.
u becomes o: and f becomes (:
(165) p"ut ‘burst’ pPo:d ‘cause to burst/break’

(166) vatka  pPoid-la
saucer  burst.CAUS-3SM.PA
(He) caused the saucer to break./He broke the saucer.

The verb root changes and a causative suffix is added:
(167) pe  ‘drink’ pajav  ‘cause to drink’

(168) te-ni: te-la coha  paj-ou-li:
she-AG  he-DAT tea drink-CAUS-3SF.PA
She caused him to drink tea.

Indirect causatives

The indirect causative is formed by a causative suffix followed by a future tense marker, as
shown in (171) in contrast with the direct causative in (170).

(169) mi: kPel-ot ah-ii/ahi

I play-PROG be-1S.PR
I am playing.
(170) mi: kPel-v-at ah-e
I play-CAUS-PROG  be-3s.PR

I make (him) play.

(171) mi: kPel-v-on
I play-CcAus-1s.FU
I make someone else make (him) play.

Some non-causative and causative forms are summarised in table 20. Columns 1 and 2 are
progressive forms without the auxiliary verb, and column 3 is first person singular future.

Table 20. Non-causative and causative forms

Stative/intransitive | Causative | Indirect causative
bih-at ‘afraid’ bih-vat bih-ven

khel-ot ‘play’ khe[-vat khe[-von

niy-ot ‘sleep’ nij-vat nij-von

kha-t ‘eat’ khav-vat kPs-vaven

3.5. Passive voice

Present, future and progressive tenses, and inchoative, abilitative and contrary-to-fact modes or
aspects can have passive forms. An explicit agent cannot be referred to in the clause. The passive
suffix -ya/- occurs before the tense or modal suffix. Agreement is with the subject (patient).

The patient, which becomes the subject, is unmarked and can only be third person. Personal
pronouns cannot function as patients without being marked with -l so they do not occur in passive
constructions. Not all verbs have passive forms, but verbs like ‘give’, ‘do’, ‘bring’, ‘cut’ do have. (See
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3.6.8 (examples 196-197) for inchoative passive forms, (200) for an obligation/necessity passive
form. See (212-214) for abilitative impersonal passives. Examples of contrary-to-fact passives are
given in (428-430).)

172) tel diry-o
oil  give-PAS-3S.PR
NP VP
The oil is being given.

(173) tel diry-ot ho-va
oil  give-PAS-PROG be-3SM.FU
NP VP
The oil will be given.

(174) ham-ala  ko:bd-i: di-j-al
us-DAT chicken-F give-pPAsS-3S.FU
NP(REC) NP VP

A hen will be given to us.

(175) ham-ale  tel di-j-ot ho-va
us-DAT oil  give-PAS-PROG be-3SM.FU

Oil may be given for us/Oil will be given to us.

The past and perfective tenses can function as a passive, i.e. the agent is unnamed but the form
is active as in (176).

(176) ma-lo &ba di-d"el ah-e
I-DAT mango give-PERF  be-SM.PA

(Someone) gave the mango to me/I was given the mango.

Passive forms are summarized in table 21. The past and perfective forms are for the verb ‘to
give.’

Table 21. Passive forms

Num-Gen |Patient Present | Future Pr.prog Pa.prog Fu.prog
SM aba ‘mango’ |-jo -jal -fot ahe -fot hotta | -jot hova
SF ko:bdi: ‘hen’ | -3 -fal -jot ahe -fot hoiti: | -fot hovi
SN ptu:l ‘flower’ |-3o -Jal -fot ahe -fot ho:ta | -jot hova
PM abo -jot jothizl -fot aha -fot hoita | -jot hova
PF ko:bde ot -othi:l -fot aha -fot hoite | -jot hove
PN ptu:la -jot jothizl -jot aha ot ho:ti: | -jot hovi:
Num-Gen |Contrary-to- |Past Pr.perf Pa.perf Fu.perf

fact
SM -Jo-ta dizla di:d"el ahe di:d"el hota di:d"el hova
SF —jo-ti: di:li: di:d"el ahe di:d"el hoti: di:d"el hovi:
SN -jo-ta di:la di:d"el ahe di:d"el hota di:d"el hova
PM Jo-to di:ls di:d"el aha di:d"el hota di:d"el hova
PF -jo-te dizle di:d"el aha di:d"el hote di:d"el hove
PN Jo-t": di:li: di:d"el aha di:d"el hoti: di:d"el hovt:
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3.6. Aspect and mode

Aspects and modes distinguished in Varli include imminent, inceptive, continuative, durative,
possibility, habitual, inchoative, obligation or necessity, abilitative and contrary-to-fact. Several of
them are formed with an auxiliary verb following the main verb stem and an appropriate suffix.

3.6.1 Irrealis

The irrealis suffix -aj (after CF) or -ja (after VF) occurs in imminent, inceptive, obligation or
necessity, purposive and desiderative constructions. The irrealis suffix always occurs on the main
verb which is followed by an auxiliary.

3.6.2 Imminent

In the imminent aspect the action is about to begin. The irrealis suffix and the infinitive marker
follow the main verb root. The auxiliary verb ‘to be’ occurs after the main verb.

(177) ti  veri: vik-aj-ca ah-es
you millet sell-IRR-INF-SM be-2S.PR
You are about to sell millet.

(178) ho g"er  vik-aj-ca ho:-ta
this house sell-IRR-INF-SN be-3SN.pA
This house was about to sell.

(179) pani: poad-aj-ca ah-e
water fall-IRR-INF  be-3S.PR
The rain is about to come.

Imminent forms are summarized in table 22.

Table 22. Imminent forms

Auxiliary verb
Person Gender- Inf. suffix | Present Past Future
Number
1 SM -ca ahi:/ahii hotii hovii
SF -ci: ahi:/ahii hotii hovii
PM -9 aha hotii hovii
PF -ce aha hotii hovii
PM&F -ci: aha hotii hovii
2 SM -ca ahes hotas hovas
SF -ci: ahes hoti:s hovi:s
PM -Co ahas hotas hovas
PF -ce ahas hotes hoves
PM&F -ci: ahas hoti:s hovi:s
3 SM -ca ahe hota hova
SF -ci: ahe hoti: hovi:
SN -ca ahe hota hova
PM -9 aha hota hovto
PF -ce aha hote hove
PN -ci: aha hoti: hovi

* The gloss ‘irrealis’ is not ideal but fits as well as any other in most of the constructions in which it occurs. In another dialect
the irrealis suffix is -je.
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3.6.3 Inceptive

In the inceptive aspect the action has just begun. The irrealis suffix follows the main verb root. The
auxiliary verb is mjq ‘begin’.

(180) kap-aj m3d-la
cut-IRR  begin-3M.PA
(He) began to cut.

(181) m3dsli: vad"-aj m3d-li:
church grow-IRR  begin-3PN.PA
The church began to grow.

3.6.4 Continuative

The continuative aspect marker is -ja@ following the verb root. The auxiliary is kar ‘to do’. The
continuative aspect and progressive tenses differ not only in form (they have different auxiliaries)
but also in that the progressive refers to an action in progress while the continuative is more of an
unceasing or iterative action.

(182) lok tum-als her-ja kor-ot
people  you-DAT  see-CON do-3p.PR
People keep on seeing you.

(183) to: kra-ja  kor-s
he eat-cON do-3s.PR
He keeps on eating.

(184) pani: je-ja kar-a
water come-CON do-3s.PR
The rain is coming.

3.6.5 Durative

The durative aspect is formed by reduplication of the verb root suffixed by -un ‘link’ or -ta ‘durative’.
In (185-186) the durative occurs in an adverbial reduced clause which modifies the main verb.

(185) bo:l-un bo:l-un to:r  hot-la
speak-LK  speak-LK  he  tire-3sM.PA
By speaking and speaking he became tired/he tired.

(186) ja-ta ja-ta ja-ta te-la lag-la cikPsl
g0-DUR  gO0-DUR  go-DUR  that-DAT begin-3s  mud
While going and going and going, he got muddy.

3.6.6  Possibility

The possibility mode is formed with the subjunctive/future of the auxiliary verb ‘to be’ following the
main verb. Note that the main verb can have a tense-agreement suffix (187), or it may be suffixed by
the irrealis and infinitive markers (188).

(187) to: ge-la ho:-va
he go-3sm.pA be-3sSM.FU
He might have gone.

(188) to: ji-ja-ca ho:-va
he  come-IRR-INF.SM be-3SM.FU
He may come.
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3.6.7 Habitual

The habitual aspect is reinforced by a temporal word such as dingj ‘everyday’. The tense may be
present, as in (189); past, as in (190-192) or future, as in (193). Although the habitual is not marked
in the verb, we have included it here to give a more complete picture of aspect-like structures.
Example (304) is a habitual construction without a temporal adverb.

(189) maked  dorrozy taji: tay-1: pik-el jab-a kha-j
monkey daily fresh-pN fresh-PN ripen-PERF roseapple-PN  eat-3S.PR
Monkey eats really freshly ripened roseapples every day.

(190) di:naj to:  bajarar-ls ja-j
every.day he market-DAT go-3S.PA
He went to the bazaar every day.

(191) mi: dimaj-ce gana  sag-ot ho:-tii
I every.day-pOSS  song  sing-PROG be-1pA
I used to sing a song every day.

(192) hamt: dinaj-ce bPaker kPMa-t ho:-ti
we every.day-poss  bread eat-PROG  be-1PA
We used to eat bread every day.

(193) hami: 1o hid-a
we every.day wander-1p.FU

We will go wandering every day.

3.6.8 Inchoative

The inchoative, in which there is a simple change from one state to another, is formed with the verb
#'a ‘become’ (see examples 29-31). There are also forms in which something else (unspecified)
causes the change. Active forms are made by adding -vaj/-aj ‘impersonal’ before the tense suffix, as
in (194-195). In passive (or middle) forms the verb root is suffixed by -an ‘inchoative’ and followed
by the auxiliary verb ‘go’, as in (196-197).

(194) to: rog-vaj-la
he  angry-IMPER-3SM.PA
He became angry (because of what someone did).

(195) tet"s  ja-vaj-la
there  go-IMPER-3SN.PA
There (we could) go/we became able to go (because of what someone did).

(196) baldi: bPar-an ge-li:
bucket fillINCH  go-3SF.PA
The bucket became filled.

(197) dep-an ge-la
press-INCH  go-3SM.PA
(It) became pressed (by itself).

3.6.9 Obligation/necessity

Obligation/Necessity is expressed by necessitative clauses which may be personal or impersonal. The
irrealis suffix -aj/-ja occurs in the main verb of personal clauses; the verb ‘to be’ is the auxiliary, as
in (198). In the active impersonal a third person form of the auxiliary verb lag ‘begin’ occurs as in
(199-202). The forms of lag are shown in table 23.
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Table 23. Forms of lag in obligation/necessity constructions

Object Present Past Future
Singular |lag-o lag-la, -li:, -1a lag-al
Plural lag-ot lag-li, -le, -Ii: lag-t"i:l
(198) mi: doger-als ja-ja ah-ii/ahi:
I mountain-to  go-IRR  be-1S.PR

I must go to the mountain.

(199) ma-lo dshanu-lo  ja-ja lag-a
I-DAT Dahanu-to  go-IRR  begin-3S.PR
It is necessary for me to go to Dahanu.

(200) tu-ls kopd-o di:-ja lag-ot
you-DAT  cloth-PM  give-IRR begin-3pP.PR
The cloth should be given to you (by me).

(201) hame-alo bal di:-ja lag-a
us-DAT  bull give-IRR begin-s.PrR
It is necessary to give us the bull.

(202) ma-lo tu-ls kopd-es  di:-ja lag-at
I-DAT you-DAT  cloth give-IRR  begin-3S.PR
(I) want/need to give you the cloth/It is necessary for me to give the cloth to you.

The main verb in impersonal forms may be emphasised, as in (203).

(203) ek pajeli: majuri:  di-ja-c lag-al
one measure cooli give-IRR-EMP  begin-3S.FU
A measure of cooli (payment for a day’s work) must be given/A measure of cooli will be
given.

In another kind of personal necessitative construction the irrealis suffix is followed by the
auxiliary verb pajsa ‘must’.

(204) te-ls bes nokori: mil-aj paji-o
he-DAT good job get-IRR  must-3S.PR
He must get a good job.

(205) hom-als ek  baflii daru mi[-aj paji-o
we-to one bottle arrack get-IRR  must-3S.PR
We must get a bottle of arrack.

3.6.10 Desiderative

In desiderative constructions the irrealis suffix is followed by the auxiliary verb lag ‘begin’ in the
future tense.

(206) ram-alo he ghor  vik-aj lag-al
Rama-DAT this house sell-IRR begin-3s.FU
Rama wants to sell this house.

(207) ham-alo bPat  kap-aj lag-ol
we-DAT paddy cut-IRR begin-3S.FU
We want to cut the paddy/It is necessary to cut the rice for us.
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3.6.11 Abilitative

In active forms the abilitative indicates the ability or capability of the subject to perform the action.
The abilitative suffix -al/-val occurs in active verbs and there is no agreement marker in the verb
(see examples 208 and 209). Or it may be formed with the durative suffix -td on the main verb
followed by the auxiliary ‘to come’, as in (210). The passive is formed with the impersonal suffix
-vaj/-aj, as in (211-213). In the past tense the impersonal marker may be followed by a tense-
agreement marker, as in (214). See also the abilitative constructions with sak ‘able in (245-246).

(208) tu-la kar-al
you-DAT do-ABIL
You can do (it).

(209) kha-val
eat-ABIL
(You) can eat.

(210) tu-ls bo:l-ta je-j
you-DAT speak-DUR come-3S.PR
You can speak.

(211) osa sag-aj
thus  say-IMPER
(It) can be said/told like this.

(212) osa ja-vaj
thus  go-IMPER
One can go this way/thus.
(213) somka-ls kMa-vaj
Sonka-DAT  eat-IMPER
Sonka can eat/ (It) can be eaten by Sonka.

(214) kra-vaj-la
eat-IMPER-3SM.PA
It was eaten (by someone).

3.7 Negation in the verb phrase

The negative marker nahiz normally precedes the verb, as in (215). When it follows the main verb,
negation is emphasized, as in (216). (See also section 5.3.)

(215) hami: nahi: kPud-el ho:-ta
we.AG not pluck-PERF be-3sN.PA
We have not plucked (it).

(216) korni: sizk"-el nahi: ho:-ta
no.one learn-PERF not be-3sM.PA
There is not even one learned/educated person.

Examples follow of negation in various tenses, aspects or modes.

Simple present

(217) to: nahi: sag-e
he not tell-3s.PR
He won’t tell.



(218) tor jaqj nahi:
he go-3s.PR  not
He won’t go.
Equative

(219) to: nahi: ah-e
he not be-3s.PrR
He is not (there).

(220) ma-lo bPoro:isa nahi:
I-DAT  hope not
I do not have hope.

Simple past

(221) ti: nahi: a-li:
she not come-3SF.PA
She did not come.

(222) hami: di:-la nahi:
we.AG give-3SN.PA  not
We never gave/We did not give (it).

Simple future

(223) tumi: nahi: ja-sal
you(P) not g0-2P.FU
You will not go.

(224) to:  jokM-al nahi:
he weigh-3s  will not
He will not weigh.

Progressive

(225) to: nahi: pe-t ho:ta
he not drink-PROG ~ be.3SM.PA
He was not drinking.

Imminent

(226) tumi: nahi: kPa-ja-ci:
you not eat-IRR-INF.SF
You are not about to eat.

(227) tumi: ja-ja-ci: nahi:
you  gO-IRR-INF.SF  not
You are not about to go.

Obligation

(228) pani: nahi: pod-aj pajj-o
water not fall-IRR  must-3S.PR
Water must not fall.

(229) mil-aj nahi: pajj-o
get-IRR  not must-3S.PR
He must not get (it).

72
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Emphasis
(230) a. ta  ji-d"el-uc nahi: na
you come-PERF-EMP  not QUES
You did not come, no?
b. ti nahi: jir-d"el-uc kaj

you not come.PERF-EMP  what
Have you not come?

Yes/No Question

(231) to: nahi: je-l kaj
he not come-3S.FU  INTER
Will he not come?

(232) to: je-l kaj nahi:
he come-3s.FU INTER not
Will he come or not?

Interrogative

(233) a. keose nahi: a-la
why  not come-3SM.PA
Why didn’t he come?

b. kese a-la nahi:
why  come-3sM.PA  not
Why did he not come?

Command

(234) a. duk"™ nahi: de-s
pain  not give-2S.PR
Don’t give pain.

b. nahi: duk" de-s
not pain  give-2S.PR
Don’t give pain.

Abilitative

(235) ma-lo nahi: ja-val
I-DAT not g0-ABIL
I can’t go.

(236) nahi: ma-la ja-val?
not I-DAT  g0-ABIL
Am I not able to go?

3.8. Adverbial modifiers in the verb phrase

Adverbs normally precede the verbs they modify (examples 237-238) and may be repeated for
emphasis, as in (239). Onomatopoetic forms also function as adverbs, as in (240).

(237) péd"a kemi:  je-j
straw less come-3S.PR

NP ADV.QFR VP
There is/will be little straw (because it didn’t grow well).
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(238) to: jasti r3q-la
he much Cry-3sM.PA
NP  ADV.QFR VP
He cried a lot.

(239) a. d"re d"izre lag
slowly  slowly fall.iMp
ADV ADV VP
Do (the work) very slowly (when it’s hard work).

b. laha laha je
quickly quickly come.mmp

ADV ADV VP
Come quickly!
(240) a. kola ge-la tod tod, ud-un

fox g0-3SM.PA ONO ONO fly-LK
The fox went by running taq taod.

b. kajim pit pit pit ker-o
always ONO ONO ONO murmur-3S.PR

ADV VP
Always (he) murmurs thus pit, pit, pit.

Deictic adverbs, the counterparts of demonstrative pronouns, distinguish three degrees of
distance. They are shown in table 24.

Table 24. Deictic adverbs

Proximal Medial Distal
et" ‘here’ tet"s ‘there’ te tef"s ‘away over there’
ikada ‘here’ tikadpa ‘there’ (te: [rising intonation] tet"s)
(loan word) (loan word)
ena ‘this side’ tena ‘that side’
ikad-un ‘by/from tikad-un ‘by that/
this’ from there’
(loan word)

(241) et lok-a ah-a
here  people-p be-3p.PR
ADV NP VP
The people are here.

(242) tet™s bos-a
there sit-2P.PR

ADV VP
(You) sit there.
(243) bal te tet"s ah-e
bull away.over.there be-3s.PR
NP  ADV VP
The bull is in the very far distance.
(244) ti:  tef™un a-li:
she there-from come-3SF.PA
NP  ADV VP

She came from there.



Other adverbs include locative and temporal words and phrases. Some

listed below.

Temporal adverbs

Past
pahle vok"st ‘ancient time’
ekdi:s ‘one day’
ekda ‘one time’
pordi:s ‘last year’
tervacedi:s ‘4 days ago’
arvacedi:s ‘3 days ago’
parvacedizs ‘2 days ago’
kaldi:s ‘yesterday’
ratdi:s ‘last night’
ni:ta ‘a little while ago’

Present
aj ‘today’
ata ‘now’

Future
g"adek ‘a little later’
ekadi:s ‘some day’
dusre varis ‘next year’
tervd ‘after 4 days’
arva ‘after 3 days’
parva ‘after 2 days’
sokal ‘morning’
udé ‘tomorrow’
magahun ‘later’

3.9. Complex verb phrase
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temporal adverbs are

Two or more verbs may be linked together with -un or -n. Complex phrases with auxiliaries give
various aspectual/modal meanings, for example, abilitative as in (245-246). Compare the abilitative

constructions in 3.6.

(245) nag kahi: kor-un nahi: sok-o
snake anything do-LK not able-3s.PR
Snake cannot do anything.

(246) satii andd mil-un  sok-o
peace happy get-LKk  able-3s.PrR
(We) can have peace and joy.

There are many compound verbs in which two verbs combine to make one verb, either having

the same meaning or a completely different meaning of one of the verbs.

Forms with the same meaning of the first verb but emphasis or completeness added are given in

(247).

(247) a. t'ev-un de
keep-LK give
keep



b. den tak
give-LK  take
give

Cc. viser-un  ja
forget-LK  go
forget completely

A form with completely different meanings of both verbs is exemplified in (248).

(248) so:d-un de
loosen-Lk  give
leave

In (249) both verbs keep their separate meaning.

(249) a. kad™un  thev
take-LK keep
take and keep

b. g'e-n ja
take-LK  go
take and go

In (250) the meaning of the first verb is restricted.

(250) her-un  kad"
see-1K take.out
find out thoroughly

Reduced clauses (see section 6.2.1) may function as verb modifiers, as in (251).

(251) a. ti: poughi: kMa-t ge-li:
that girl-SF  eat-PROG go-3SF.PA
The girl went along eating.

b. tor KkUe[-at k"e|-ot ge-la
he play-PROG play-PROG g0-3SM.PA
He went along playing around.

4. Roles and case markers of participants
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Nuclear roles are those required to be present (at least implicitly) in a given clause type. The number
of participants or arguments in a clause is increased in causative (see section 3.4) and benefactive

constructions. The number is reduced in reflexive, reciprocal, and passive constructions.

4.1 Reflexive and reciprocal

In the reflexive construction one participant has two roles: agent/actor and patient/recipient. The
reflexive with agent and patient roles is formed by using the reflexive pronoun padar plus -Io. Notice
that the construction is ergative and that (252) does not differ in form from the transitive clause in
(263), i.e. the number of participants is not reduced except semantically when the same participant

is agent and patient.

(252) te-nit podor-lo marun tak-la
he-AG self-DAT kill-Lk take-3SM.PA
NP(AG) NP(PAT) VP
He killed himself/he committed suicide.
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A reflexive recipient is always marked with the benefactive 4"e-saf"i or -ce-sat"i and not with -l.
The non-ergative form of mi: in (253) shows that the number of participants is reduced when the
subject (actor) and recipient refer to the same participant.

(253) mi: ma-"e-sat"i: an-el
I me-POSs-for  bring-PERF
NP NP VP
I brought (it) for myself.

(254) tumi: tum-ce-sat"i:  noko: fog-a
you you-pOSs-for ~ NEG.IMP live-2pP.PR
Don’t live for yourselves (alone).

In the reciprocal construction there are two or more participants each of which is both the
subject and the object. One of the noun phrases is ek dusre-l> ‘one another’. Again, in the perfect (as
in 255) the ergative construction shows that the number of participants is not reduced except
semantically.

(255) te-hi: ek dusre-lo ku:t-el
they-AG one another-DAT beat-PERF
They beat one another.

(256) ek dusre-la man-aj lag-a
one another-DAT obey-IRR  begin-3S.PR
We need to listen to one another.

4.2. Nuclear roles

In the following paragraphs, the nuclear roles are discussed.

Statant: The statant occurs in stative clauses. The verb (usually ‘to be’) agrees with it in person,
number and gender in the same way that the verb of an intransitive clause agrees with the subject.
The statant is not marked.

(257) vensi: to bes poug'i: ah-e
Vansi EMP  nice girl-SF  be-3s.PR
NP(STA) NP VP

Vansi is a nice girl.
Actor: The actor is the subject of intransitive clauses. The actor is not marked.

(258) po:sé kam-alo  ja-j
child-sN work-DAT  go-3S.PR
NP(AC) NP VP
The child goes to work.

Experiencer: The experiencer occurs in emotive stative clauses and in some inchoative clauses. The
experiencer is the subject and agrees with the verb if another participant is present, that is, in
personal emotive constructions, as in (259). It is marked by -5 if another participant is not present,
that is in impersonal constructions, as in (260). (See also examples 10-12, in which the exeriencer is
marked by -15.)

(259) ti sapa-la bih-a
she snake-DAT fear-3S.PR
NP(EXP) NP VP

She fears snakes.
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(260) somka-ls bih-vaj
Sonka-DAT  fear-IMPER
NP(EXP) VP
Sonka becomes afraid/feels afraid (something caused him to be afraid).

Agent: The agent is the participant affecting another in transitive clauses. It is marked with -ni/-hi/-i:
or is an agentive personal pronoun (example 261) with transitive verbs in the simple past and the
perfective tenses, i.e. in ergative constructions. Compare, for example, vonsi: in sentences (262) and
(263).

(261) me-hé ek dba kep-la
I-AG one mango-M cut-SM.PA
NP(AG) NP(PAT) VP

I cut one mango.

(262) wvensi: pani: an-a
Vansi water bring-3s.PR
NP(AG) NP
Vansi brings water.

(263) vonsii-ni: posé-lo  k'e[-ov-la
Vansi-AG  child-DAT play-CAUS-3SN.PA
NP(AG) NP(PAT) VP
Vansi made the child play.

Patient: the patient is the participant that is affected by the action of the verb. The patient is marked
with -[o if it is the intended goal of the action.

(264) kPode-ni:  gaj-lo d"sc-el
tiger-AG COW-SF.DAT  catch-PERF
NP(AG) NP(PAT) VP

The tiger caught the cow.

(265) to: coir-a-la kut-s
he thief-sM-DAT beat-3s.PR
NP(AG) NP(PAT) VP
He beats the thief.

Recipient: the recipient is the participant that receives something. It occurs in ditransitive clauses and
is marked with -lo.

(266) a. to: po:sé-lo bhakor  de-j
he child.p-DAT  bread give-3S.PR
NP(AG) NP(REC) NP(PAT) VP

He gives bread to children.

b. te-ls des
him-DAT give.IMP
Give (it) to him.

Locative: The allative and locative suffixes -la/-alo ‘to, towards, dative’, - ‘to’, -dt/-"t ‘to’ (267) and
-var ‘on’ occur with the noun phrase in semitransitive clauses and in location or direction transitive
clauses to mark the goal or location of the action. Note that -lo may occur on patient (268-269),
recipient (270), locative (274), and experiencer (271-272) noun phrases. It indicates that the
participant is the intended goal or end point of an action. Specific inanimates and animate
participants are commonly — but not always — marked with -l5. In a ditransitive clause only one
participant can be marked by -l5.



(267)

(268)

(269)

(270)

(271)

(272)

tor te  gav-at ge-la
he that village-in go-3sm.pA
He went (to) that village.

sap-ala dhor
snake-DAT catch.iMP
NP(PAT) VP

Catch the snake.

te-lo vansi: hucal-o
he-DAT  Vansi lift-3s.PR
NP(PAT) NP(AG) VP

Vansi lifts him.

to: ma-la pani: de-j

he [-DAT water give-3S.PR

NP(AG) NP(REC) NP(PAT) VP
He gives me water.

somnka-lo  mosala tikst lag-o

Sonka-DAT masala hot begin-3s.PR

NP(EXP) NP ADJ VP
The masala seems hot for Sonka.

somka-lo  b"okar go:d lag-o

Sonka-DAT bread sweet begin-3s.PR

NP(EXP) NP ADJ VP

The bread seems too sweet for Sonka.
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In (273) j"ad is not marked with -I> although it is a specific big tree (and therefore masculine).
On the other hand, in (274) do:gar is marked with -lo since it is specific and also the goal of the
action, although it is inanimate.

(273)

(274)

ho: j'ad to:q
this tree cut.IMP
Cut this tree.

do:gar-ala cal
mountain-DAT come.IMP
Come to the mountain.

4.3 Non-nuclear roles

Non-nuclear roles are optional and always have a case marker. They include instrument, directional,
locative and benefactive roles.

Instrument: The instrument phrase is marked with -k"al.

(275)

(276)

(277)

ti:  sena-k"al g'ar sarv-ot
she cow.dung-with house  wash-PROG be-3s.PR
NP  NP(INST) NP(PAT) VP

She is washing the house with cow dung.

gaj siga-kPal mar-3
cow horns-with  beat-3s.PR
The cow butts with its horns.

hat"a-k"sl  lixkP
hand-with write.IMP
Write with (your) hand.
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Benefactive: The benefactive, that is the person or things benefitted by the action, is marked by -sa"i:.

(278) mi: vensi-sat’i:  cok"™ dé-j
I Vansi-for rice give-1S.PR
NP  NP(BEN) NP(PAT) VP
I give rice for Vansi.

(279) ti:  ma-je-sat"i: jevon bonv-o
she I-poss.pF-for food  make-3S.PR
She makes/cooks food for me.

(280) te-ni: ham-ce-sat"i:  cok"s ra-dPel
she-AG  we-POSS.PF-for rice COOK-PERF
NP NP(BEN) NP(PAT) VP
She cooked rice for us.

(281) rama-ni: te-ce bahoniis-sat"i:  ko:bd-i:  kap-el
Rama-AG  he-POSS.PF sister-for hen-SF  cut-PERF
NP(AG) NP(BEN) NP(PAT) VP

Rama cut the hen for his sister.
The benefactive may also occur in stative clauses, as in (282).

(282) somka-sa"i: tMali-t  jevan ah-e
Sonka-for plate-in food  be-3s.prR
(There) is food in the plate for Sonka.

There is also an equative construction of stative verbs such as lag ‘begin’ in which the role of the
noun phrase marked by -I5 is experiencer although it can be translated as a benefactive, as in (271).
4.4. Summary of roles and case markers

The case, or role markers, described thus far are summarized in table 25.

Table 25. Case markers indicating the role of participants

Case Null @ -ni/-hi/-i |-lo/-als ‘dative’ | -k"al -sat"i:
marker ‘agentive’
Role Statant Agent in | Recipient

Actor ergative | patient Instrument | Benefactive

. construc- .
Agent in i Locative
. ions .
non-ergative (direction/goal)
Patient Experiencer

Some of the most frequently occurring directional and locative suffixes and postpositions, as well
as other roles and case markers are summarized in table 26.



Table 26. Some directional and locative suffixes and postpositions

Suffix/Postpos. | Use/Comments Example
- ‘to’ a specific place ghor-ix
‘to the house’
-at/-t* any place tor ghor-at ge-la

‘inside, into, in’

he house-into  go-3sm.pA
‘He went into the house.’

gav-at  ‘in the village’
-e ‘in’ eke-e
one-in ‘in’ one
-15 ‘to’ to a specific place/ selvas-la
person Silvassa-to
‘to Silvassa’
hama-la
we -to
‘to us’
-hun/-un from any place to: g"ar-i-hun a-la
‘from’ he house-to-from come-3SM.PA
He came from the house.
-varhun/ j"ad-avarhun
-avarhun tree-above.from
‘from above’ ‘above from the tree’
-pdsun from speaker ma-pasun
‘away from’ me-from

-at"un ‘out of’

from out of the place

to ghor-athun  kad"un fak-o
he house-out.of drag-LK to.be-3p.PR
He drags (her) out from the house.

-ce kad towards chik"li-ce kad,
‘Chikli-towards’
-ce ‘to’ to leki:s-ce

daughter (house) to
to daughter’s house

-ce/-ace samur

near a person/place

dev-ace samur
‘near God’s presence’

-ce magahun after that te-ce magahun ‘after that’
(especially in narrative)
-ce pat"i: after a person te-ce pathi:-var
‘after him’
-ce merala near objects noj-ce merala
‘near the river’
-ce b'uj down tebal-ce b"uj

‘under the table’
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-ce plirt'un around the person te-ce p'irt"un  ‘around him’
-ce baher out g"ord-ce baher  ‘outside of the house’
-ce at inside vadi:i-ce at  ‘inside of the garden’
-ce pud'a before te-ce pud"@  ‘before that’
-ce végat near te-ce végoat  ‘near him’
-var/-avar gadiz-var  ‘cart’
‘on top of, on, doger-avar  ‘on the mountain’
to’ auruji: sal-var  ja-j
teacher school-to go-3pr
‘the teacher goes to school’
-k"al/-ak"al under, by j'ad-ak"™1 ‘under the tree’
hat"-ak"sl  ‘by hand’
-ast: near a person/place dar-asi:  ‘near the door’
-pasi with some person tli-pasi ‘with you’
-pd/-apa owned by some person. | ma-pa ‘I have/owned by me’

with, having

*The underlying form of this suffix is -dt, but after a vowel-final morpheme it nasalises the vowel and 4@ is

deleted. For example tali: ‘small pond’ plus -at — taliit ‘in the small pond’.

4.5. Vocative
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The vocative is another set of nominal suffixes. A vocative marker occurs on nouns in direct address.
The suffixes are: -a ‘masculine singular’, -i: ‘feminine singular’, -@ ‘neuter singular’.

(283)

(284)

(285)

posé

kase ti  rod-os
child.voc.sN why

you cry-2S.PR

Child, why are you crying?

makad-a

bes na goq
well then sweet roseapple-PN

makad-a th

jab-a k"a-s
eat-2S.PR

o} o:qMi:
monkey-voC.sSM monkey-voCc.sM you daily

this.much

Monkey, Monkey, you daily are eating good and sweet roseapples.

mogor-i:

crocodile-voC.SF you I-DAT again take-LK

ti ma-ls porat g'e-n ja

Crocodile, take me back.

g0.IMP



4.6. Other nominal suffixes and particles

Other nominal suffixes and particles are listed in table 27.

Table 27. Other suffixes and particles

Suffix/Post Use/Comments Example
Similitative
-ce yosd like cakor-ce yosa  ‘like the servant’
-ce sarka/ like bahas-ce sarkMa ‘like his father’
sark"a
-o:d"a just like cad-o:d"a  ‘just like moon’
Temporal
- ‘on, in’ for days of week/ sukurvar-i:  ‘on Friday’
for division of day rat-i  ‘in the night’
-a/-sa for the year gele var-sa  ‘last year — in last year’
-d"ar still atha-dPar  ‘still now’
Comitative
-ce hart: with, -hart aj ti: te-ce hari: jej
/hart sometimes written as today she he-poss.PF with come-3s.PR
postposition Today she comes with him.
Comparative
-ce karta than te-ce korta nillesh  barik ah-e
he-to than Neelesh small be-3S.PR
Neelesh is smaller than he (Mahesh).

5. Pragmatically marked structures
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Statements, i.e. declarative speech acts, may be pragmatically marked for emphasis and negation.
Non-declarative speech acts include questions and commands. Exclamations or emotive expressions
are also described in this section.

5.1. Emphasis

Statements are expressed by declarative clauses, which are amply exemplified throughout this
document. They may be marked to indicate emphasis, uncertainty or negation.

Emphasis on a participant indicates that it was this particular participant and no other and is
marked by the emphatic -ta or -c/-ac.

(286) voni:ita-la
Vanita-DAT

mi:c khio-el
I-EmMP irritate-PERF

I only irritated Vanita.

(287) to:-c de-j
give-3s.PR and he-EmMP

he-EmP

na to:-c

He only gives and he only takes.

take-3s.PR
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(288) mi:-to te-ci: cakori:  kor-3
I-EMP  she-POSS.SF  work do-1s.PrR
I only do her work/I am the only one who does her work.

The actor can also be emphasised by adding padar ‘self’.

(289) to: poadoar/padoruc  ja-d"el
he  self gO-PERF
He himself went.

The emphatic t2 is used in general conversations and narrations.

(290) dur to ah-e
far EMP be-3S.PR
It is way far.

(291) ghor to  bes ah-e
house EMP nice be-3s.PR
The house is very nice.

Emphasis on a situation is marked by -uc. The auxiliary verb with the appropriate tense and
agreement marker is often omitted, as in the following examples.

(292) teni: ma-lo di:-d"el-uc nahf:
he me-DAT  give-PERF-EMP not
He really did not give me (joy).

(293) vadgin-ci pit pit cal-uc
grandmother-POSS.PF  murmur murmur  go0.0on-EMp
Grandmother is murmuring (about someone).

Emphasis may vary with the gender of the hearer: re is used for a masculine hearer and vo for a
feminine hearer.

(294) kaj vo: ti  ja-s
what EMP(F) you go0-2S.PR
What? you are going!

(295) kaj vo: ge-la

what EMP(F)  go-3M.PA
What? [he] went!

(296) ma-j"e ladk-e ditkera je re
I-p0ss.sM  beloved-M son come.IMP EMP(M)
My beloved son, come!

(297) nahi: re nahi:
no EMP(M) no
No!

5.2. Uncertainty

Uncertainty of reference is marked by adding ek"adeva] before the participant, as in (298).

(298) ek"adeval to: aj je-l
perhaps he today come-3s.FU
Perhaps he will come today.
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Uncertainty of a situation is marked by adding ek"adeva]-ac before the verb.

(299) mi: ekMadeval-ac ja-n
I perhaps-EMP  go-1S.FU
I may go.

5.3. Negation

Negation is indicated by the negativiser nahi: before the verb, as in (217), or between the main verb
and the auxiliary (300). To emphasise the negation, the negativiser follows the verb, as in (302). The
negative pronoun occurs along with naht: if the noun phrase is negativised, as in (300) and (302).

(300) komi: sik™el nahi: ho:-ta
no.one learn-PERF not be-3sM.PA
No one was learned/educated.

(301) hami: pan-d nahi: k"ud-el ah-a
we(AG) leaf-p not pluck-PERF be-3P.PR
We have not plucked the leaves.

(302) koma: kahi: di:-1a nahi:
no.one anything give-3sM.PA not
No one gave anything at all.

When the verb is emphasised also, the negativiser comes after the verb which is suffixed by -uc
‘emphasis’.

(303) mi: ja-d"el-uc  nahi:
I gO-PERF-EMP not
I did not go.

In the habitual aspect the negativiser comes before or after the verb; the verb is always in the
simple present tense.

(304) poisé du:d nahi: pe-t
child milk not drink-3p.PR
Children do not drink milk.

In relative and co-relative clauses the negativiser is naht:.

(305) jio: manus nahi: a-la te-lo  bo:lv-a
which man not come-3SM.PA  he-DAT call-2p.PR
Call the man who did not come.

(306) je komna: nahi: kPa-la te-lo di:-ja
who who not eat-3SM.PA he-DAT  give-IMP
Give [the food] to whomever has not eaten.

In reduced clauses bagar ‘without’ occurs after the reduced verb (without an auxiliary) which is
suffixed with -aj/-ja ‘irrealis’.

(307) jev-aj bagor tor a-la
eat-IRR  without he  come-3sM.pA
Not having eaten he came/He came without eating.

(308) raju  kopds  bP"or-aj bagor a-la
Raju  dress wear-IRR  without come-3SM.PA
Not wearing a dress Raju came.

See (215-236) for additional examples of negation.
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5.4. Questions

An interrogative pronoun, adjective or adverb — such as kaj ‘what’ (309), k3j ‘when’ (311), kot"-ca
‘from where’ (313), kot"-un ‘from where’ (314), kot"-la ‘where’ (315), kaca ‘in which’, kasvar ‘in
which’ (317), kas-ak ‘how’ (319), or kof"a ‘where’ (312) — occurs in content or wh-questions. (See also
section 2.2.6.)

(309) ran-at ja-n  kaj kaj an-as
wilderness-in  go-LK what what bring-2s.prR
What will you bring from the wilderness?

(310) te:ls kot"s  g'en ge-Ii:
she-DAT where  bring-LK  go-3P.PA
Where did they bring her?

(311) seti-ca kam  k3j calu hol
field-poss.sN  work when start be.3SG.FU
When will the field work start?

(312) te-ls kot"s  g'en ge-Ii
she-DAT where  bring-LK  go-3P.PA
Where did they bring her?

(313) kot"-ca dud  mil-al
where-from(sM) milk  get-3s.FU
From where will one get milk?

(314) to: kot™un a-la
he  where-from come-3SM.PA
Where did he come from?

(315) to: kot™la ho:ta
he  where-of(sM) be.3sM.PA
Where is he from?

(316) tum-ci: gaj kac-i: ah-e
you-POSS.SF  cow which-SF  be-3s.PR
Which is your cow?

(317) kasevoar bas-el
in.which  sit-PERF
In which did you sit?

(318) ko:d-ak vey de-si:
how.much(smM) interest give-2S.FU
How much interest will you give?

(319) to: kes-ak kPe[-ot ah-e
he how play-PROG be-3S.PR
How is he playing?

(320) keos-ak koarun  pal-si:

How manner grow-2S.FU
How will you grow?

Direction, reason and purpose interrogatives include kaci:da ‘which’, kandk ‘which’, kace vat'un
‘which’, kase ‘why’, kasela ‘why’, kase sat"i: ‘why’, kase saf"i: ‘for what’, as in (321-326).

(321) to: kacixdp ja-q"el
he  which.place go-PERF
Which place did he go to?



(322) koacen ge-1i:
which.(direction) go-3p.PA
Which direction did they go?

(323) gadi: kaci:q"un je-l
train  which.direction come-3S.FU
From which direction will the train come?

(324) kese ti a-las
why you come-2SM.PA

Why did you come?
(325) keoselo tii ja-s
why you go-2S.PR

Why are you going?

(326) kose satti: a-las
why  for come-2SM.PA
Why did you come?/For what purpose did (you) come?
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Polar or Yes-No questions are marked either by the clause-final question word kaj (examples
327a and b) or by rising intonation (328). Tag questions are marked by the particle na, as in (329).

(327) a. bes ah-e kaj®
well be-3S.PR INTER
Are (you) well?

b. ma-lo dak"sv-sii kaj
I-DAT show-2S.FU INTER
Will you show me?

(328) cal-si:
walk-2s.Fu[rising intonation]
Will you walk?

(329) tu ji-ja-ci: ho:-tits na
you come-IRR-INF.SF be-3SF.PA  TAG
You were about to come, weren’t you?

5.5. Commands

Commands include direct and indirect commands, hortatory (first person) sentences, prohibitions
and admonitions. Agreement with the subject noun phrase is often null (@) in the singular of direct

commands to persons of the same age. The plural is -a.

Direct (Now, immediate)

(330) tu nac
you(sg) dance.iMP
Dance!

(331) tumi: kar-a
you(pl) do-2p.PR
Do it (you pD)!

Polite requests or a command to be carried out later are formed by verb plus -jo: ‘polite singular’ or -}a

‘polite plural’. The optional s is a mark of respect.

5 This idiomatic expression always has the form ahe of the verb ‘to be’.



(332) ti k"aj-jo:
you(sg) eats-IMP.POLITE.SG
Eat (later)!

(333) tumi: k"aj-ja(s)
you(pl) eat-P.IMP.POLITE.PL(RESP)
Please eat.

Indirect commands or jussive constructions (‘let’) use de from the root di: ‘give’.
First person declarative

(3349) mi: thev-d
I keep-1S.PR
I keep it.
First person indirect command

(335) ma-lo t'ev-ii de
I-DAT keep-1S.PR  give
Let me keep it.

Second person declarative

(336) tu-lo notkari: mil-al
yOu-DAT job get-3S.FU
You will get a good job/Get a good job.

Second person indirect command

(337) tu-ls mil-i de
yOu-DAT get-2S.PR  give
Let you receive it/Receive it.

Third person indirect command

(338) telo sag-i de
he-DAT say-3s.PR  give
Let him say.

The first person plural hortative is the same in form as the second person plural imperative.

(339) cola
g0-2P.PR
Let us go/You (pl) may go.

Prohibitions are formed with the prohibitive or negative imperative noko: before or after the verb.

(340) noko:  t"ev-jo:
NEG.IMP  keep-IMP.POLITE
Do not keep (it).

(341) bhaji:  kaj-jois noko:
sauce eat-IMP.POLITE.RESP NEG.IMP
Do not eat sauce.

(342) somaj-jo:s noko:
understand-IMP.POLITE.RESP NEG.IMP
Do not understand.

(343) deév noko:
give.IMP NEG.IMP
Do not give it.
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Cessative commands are formed with the negative imperative noko: and the simple present tense
verb, as in (345-346). Or the verb may be the imperative form, i.e. unaffixed stem, as in (344).

(344) kojja noko:
fight.IMP NEG.IMP
Stop fighting.

(345) ava; noko:  kor-a
noise NEG.IMP do-2P.PR
Stop making noise.

(346) ia-s noko:

g0-2S.PR  NEG.IMP

Stop going.
Admonitions usually conclude with the emphatic ta and bes ‘good’.
(347) tii  nahi: ja-s to  bes

you not g0-2S.PR EMP good

It will be good if you don’t go/
It would be better for you not to go.

(348) mi: nahi: ja-n to bes
I not go-1S.FU EMP good
It will be good if I won'’t go (there)/
It would be good if I didn’t go (there).

5.6. Exclamations

Exclamations or emotive expressions may occur in statements. They include the following:
gjage: indicates that a person will be in pain.

(349) ajage: porr-ale ko:q"-ak lag-el ah-e
ayayay child-DAT how.much-sM begin-PERF be-3s.PR
Ayayay (Oh my)! how much the boy is wounded?

are indicates surprise.

(350) are a-las kaj
my.goodness come-2SM.PA  what
My goodness! did you really come?

arera indicates a person is in trouble.

(351) orers  bithii vet ja-la
oh.dear very bad become-3sN.PA
Oh dear! it became very bad.

va indicates a person is happy.

(352) va Dbes fra-1a vansi:-ca yora  ge-la
va good become-3SN.PA  Vansi-P0ss.3M fever go-3SM.PA
Wow! she’s healed. Vansi’s fever cooled/went down.

bapre indicates surprise in a time of fear.

(353) bapre ko:d™-ak mo:t"-a  jonaver
ooh  how.much-sM big-sM  snake
Ooh! how big the snake is!/Ooh! the snake is huge!
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The expression ho: is used when people say goodbye.

(354) 14aj ja ho:
go-IRR go okay
Goodbye!

The hesitation words are man and v9j. The expression for ‘yes’ is hd.

(355) mi kear-on v9j
I do-2s.Fru  huh
I will do (it)...huh, huh...

(356) tu mon  jesi?
you huh  come.2s.FU
Will you come? (lit. you...huh...will come)
6. Cohesive devices
Cohesive devices in Varli which are discussed here are: anaphoric reference, embedding and linking
of clauses.

6.1. Anaphoric reference

Previously identified participants are referred to anaphorically by pronouns and demonstratives, as
in (357) and by verbal agreement suffixes or cross-reference, as in (360-362).

(357) he b3gali:-t majji: na pPader roh-ot ti:
this bungalow-in  sister and father  exist-3PL.PR they
aple lok-a-la bes kar-ot ti: po:se

our(INCL) people-PM-DAT well do-3p.PR they child.m

porrg’-e-ls  nag-ot

child-F-DAT  see-3P.PR

In this bungalow there are a Catholic father and sister. They do good for our people. They
care for the boys and girls.

In (357) once the father and sister are introduced they are definite participants. When they are
referred to again the demonstrative or third person plural pronoun ¢t is used. Similarly in (358) the
participants have already been named and are referred to by a third person plural pronoun. A
pronoun is also used in (359) for the second reference to God.

(358) te doghe hid-aj ge-lo
they both  wander-IRR  go-3PM.PA
They both went to wander around.

(359) pormesar de-j na to:-c ne-j
God give-3s.PR and he-EMP  take-3S.PR
God gives and he takes away.

(360) to: tef™s ge-la na dar-asi: ub"a  roh-la
he there go-3sm.pA and door-near stand exist-3SM.PA
He went there and stood near the door.

(361) poug™i: ran-at hid-li: na  hot-li:
child-F  jungle-in wander-3srF.pPA and tire-3SF.PA
A girl wandered in the jungle and got tired.

(362) goit sag-at  ho:-ti:
story  tell-PROG be-3SF.PA
She was telling the story.



91

There may also be zero reference to a participant. In (363), for example, ‘we’ is understood from
the context but there is no explicit reference at all.

(363) poh-li: jaga  bes nag-un, dogod vé-un tak-un,
first  place well  till-Lk stone take.out-LK  put-LK

pan-d posar-oun, govat tak-un, sork"a  kar-un,
leaf-PN spread-LK straw put-Lk  level do-LK

mati: tak-un pet-v-aj-ca

soil put-LK burn-CAUS-IRR-INF(IMMIN)

First (we) till the land well, removing the stones, spreading the leaves and putting the straw
around; (after) leveling and putting the soil (on the leaves), (we) are ready to burn (them)
up.

Demonstratives also contribute to cohesion and indicate definiteness of reference. Participants
already referred to may be represented by a noun phrase with a demonstrative at the beginning of
the clause, as is the case with the second occurrences of telav ‘pond’ and jabi: ‘roseapple’ in the
following example.

(364) ek tola roh-o te  tole-ce kat"-avar ek
one pond exist-3S.PR that pond-POSS.PF shore-on one
jabi:-ca jad  roh-o te  jabii-ce
roseapple-POSS.PF  tree  exist-3s.PR that roseapple-POSS.PF
jfad-aver ek  makad rah-3 na to[-étle
tree-on one monkey  exist-3s.PR and pond-inside
pané-t ek mo:P-a mogor rah-a

water-in one big-SF crocodile  exist-3S.PR
There is a pond. On that pond’s shore there is a roseapple tree. In that roseapple tree there
was a monkey and in that pond’s water there is a big crocodile.

6.2. Embedding

Embedding one clause in another is also a cohesive device. In simple embedding an independent
clause functions as a constituent within another, usually as complement of a verb such as ‘see’ or
‘think’. The embedded clause may be complete, as in (366), or the auxiliary verb may be omitted in
the otherwise complete clause, as in (365).

(365) makad  doarroy mogar-a-1a padel
monkey every.day crocodile-F-DAT  not.good
jab-a kha-t-a nag-s
roseapple-PN eat-PROG-while  see-3S.PR
Every day Monkey sees Crocodile eating the fallen roseapples.

(366) telo osd at'v-o kaj makoad-aca kali:y
he-DAT thus think-3s.PR that monkey-poss.M liver
to  koxq"-ak go:id ho-va

that how.much-sN sweet be-3s.Fu
He is thinking that monkey’s liver must be really sweet.

An embedded clause functioning as the verbal complement may be marked by ts ‘that’. In (367)
the clause ‘that Sonu had climbed’ is the complement of ‘saw’.

(367) somu var cod-el to mehé her-el
Sonu on climb-PERF that I[-AG see-PERF
I saw that Sonu had climbed [the tree].
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When relative clauses are embedded, the relativiser is always a demonstrative pronoun, as in
(368), or adverbial demonstrative. Note that embedded full clauses functioning as nominals always
occur in the beginning of another clause.

(368) kutar-eni: ji: b"akor me-hé k'a-ja ghi:-d"el  ti:  tenl:  k"a-li:
dog-AG which bread I-AG  eat take-pERF  that that  eat-3SF.PA
The bread that I had taken to eat was eaten by the dog.

6.2.1. Reduced clauses

Nominal clauses

Nominal clauses such as purpose, necessity or obligation, and desiderative are marked by -aj/-ja
‘irrealis’ and function as complements. The subject is not repeated in the complement clause.

In purposive embedding, the irrealis suffix is followed by a verb such as ja ‘go’.

(369) mi: tu-lo nag-aj je-n
I you-DAT see-IRR  g0-1S.FU
I will go to see you.

(370) korvdda  kPa-ja  ja-v
karvanda eat-IRR  g0-1P.FU
We will go to eat karvanda (fruit).

Fully reduced nominals function as any other noun.

(371) d"o:bi: a-la
washerman come-3SM.PA
The man who washes clothes came/The washerman came.

6.2.2. Speech Embedding

Direct speech

In direct speech a full clause may be embedded in another. The speech is introduced by the speech
introducer sdga ‘he/she says’ in its simple present form after the speaker is named and precedes the
speech itself, as in (372). Or after the speech, a concluder such as asd karun sdgld can occur, as in
(373).

(372) moagor makad-alo  sag-o kaj col ma-je
crocodile monkey-DAT tell-3s.pPR  that go.IMP I-POSS.PF

pati:-var  bas
back-on  sit.ImP
Crocodile said to Monkey, “Come and sit on my back.”

(373) hami: kom-alos pon ek  sobad sag-i nahi: 9sa
we who-DAT even one word say-1P.FU not thus

kar-un te-lo mé-he sag-la
do-LK he-pDAT I-AG  tell-3s.pA
“We won’t say even one word,” thus I told him.

A word such as asd ‘thus’ occurs after reported direct speech, as in (374-375).

(374) ti: ali 9sa te-ni: sdg-1a
she come-3sF.PA thus  he-AG tell-3s.pA
“She came,” thus he said/He said that she came.
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(375) hami: ja-d"el osa sag-la
We g0-PERF  thus tell-3s.pA
“We went,” thus it was told/Someone said that we had gone.

Indirect speech

In indirect speech first and second person pronouns become third person.

(376) te-lo  bes kam  mi:|-aj-sat"i: porartona kor-aj sdg-el
he-DAT good work get-IRR-for  prayer do-IRR tell-PERF
(He) told him to pray to get a good job.

(377) te-ca duk"  dur ho-1 to  visvas  kar-on
he-poss pain  go.away be-3s.FU EMP faith do-1s.Fu
952 te-ni: sag-la

thus  he-AG tell-3s.paA
He said that if his pain would go away then he would believe (have faith).

6.3. Linking of clauses

Independent clauses may be conjoined by connectives such as mjgd ‘then’, nd ‘and’ or hii ‘also’.

(378) makad-alo doja je-j makad ~mdga 3jaba
monkey-DAT pity come-3s.PR monkey then roseapple

pad-un de-j
fall.cAUS-LK give-3S.PR
Monkey shows pity and gives a roseapple to crocodile by making it fall down.

(379) te-ni: sag-la daru  so:d-aj-ci: tadi:
he-AG tell-3N.PA arrack leave-IRR-INF.SF  toddy

so:d-aj-ci: na t3bak"u-hii so:d-un di-ja-ci:
leave-IRR-INF.SF and tobacco-also leave-LK give-IRR-INF.SF
He told (him) (that he) must give up arrack toddy and must also quit taking tobacco.

(380) jeven di:ja lag-a daru-hii dix-ja lag-a
food give-IRR fall-3s.PR  arrack-also  give-IRR begin-3S.PR
[We] need to give food and also (we) need to give arrack (to the magician/shaman).

Adverbial reduced clauses

A partly reduced clause occurs non-finally and is linked by -un/-n to a main or independent final
clause to add detail to it, in a manner similar to that of adverbs. Several reduced clauses can precede
the final clause.

(381) mafi: k"en-un, kache Kkarvii-ci: b"i:t  bonav-un na
soil dig-Lk  rough stick-poss wall make-LK  and

tip-un na  mati-k"l lip-un  sa] banav-li:
shape-LK and soil-by/with wash-Lk school make-3SF.FU
Digging the soil, making a wall, shaping and washing the floor, (we) make a school.

(382) daru pe-n, na daru pen torp"an  kar-at ho:-ti
arrack drink-LK and arrack drink-LK trouble do-PROG be-1p.PA
We were troubled because we drank arrack repeatedly.
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(383) wvat-le  ja-t-dna murkuta, jen cav-un,
way-DAT go-PROG-while mosquito come-LK bite-LK
rogot pe-n, ja-n roh-ot ho:-to

blood drink-LK go.away-LK  exist-PROG be-3S.PA
While I was in the road mosquitos came, bit (me), drank (my) blood and left.

Reduced clauses are not marked for past, present and future tenses, but they may show a time
relation to the following main verb.

A reduced clause which precedes the main verb in time is linked by -un/-n.

(384) hami: so:d-un her-la
we-(AG) loose-LK see-3SN.PA
Having loosened (it), we saw.

(385) kPa-n ge-la
eat-LK g0-3SM.PA
Having eaten, he went/left.

(386) gurla kor-un t'uk-la
gargle do-LK spit-3sM.pPA
Having gargled, he spat.

A reduced clause which is simultaneous with the main verb in time is linked by the progressive
-vat/-at/-t.

(387) vaj-uat vat-uot a-la
play-PROG play-PROG come-3S.PA
He came playing.

(388) to: kha-t a-la
he eat-PROG come-3S.PA
He came eating.

(389) ti: kes-zk  has-at kPe|-ot ah-a
they how-3pF laugh-PROG play-PROG be-3s.PA
How they are laughing and playing.

When the reduced verb is emphasised with -uc it shows that both actions are completely
simultaneous, as shown in the following example.

(390) teni: semj-un-uc ke-1a
he understand-LK-EMP do-3S.PA
Understanding he did it.

6.4. Settings

Time (examples 391-393) and location (example 394) settings are cohesive in that they relate the
clause to the wider speech setting or to the previous clauses. Manner (example 395) and connective
particles (examples 396-400) also function as cohesive devices.

(391) ek diis mogor-a-ce mon-at vef vicar je-j
one day crocodile-F-pOSS.PF mind-in bad thought come-3s.PR
One day a bad thought came to crocodile’s mind.

(392) gele vorsi: ma-lo hii biimari: lag-el
last year I-DAT this disease begin-3S.PERF
I had this disease last year.
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nirtac hami: jev-el
now.only we eat-PERF
Now only we ate/We just finished eating.

te  tole-ce pané-t ek mot"a moagor roh-3
that pond-Poss.PF water-in one big-M  crocodile exist-3S.PR
In that pond’s water there was a crocodile.

asi: kar-un te-ci: dosti: vad"-o
thus do-Lk she-poss friendship grow-3S.PR
Thus the friendship grew.

mdga sag-aj lag-la
then  say-IRR  begin-3sM.pA
Then he started to say.

Phrases such as t3j, tdv t3, tdu té ‘at that time’ and mag tjj ‘then afterwards’ function both as
temporal settings in the clause and as connectives.

(397)

(398)

(399)

(400)

(401)

(402)

t3j sag-a
therefore say-3s.PR
Therefore he says...

a™un sig-s
again say-3S.PR
Again he [started to] say...

ma-lo  aj"un tosi-c jha-la
I-DAT again like.that-EMP happen-3sm.pA
Again I am feeling the same.

hat-si: t3j
tire-2s.FU  then
[When you become] tired, then...

mi daru pet ho:-ti  tav €] maj"a jirven

I arrack  drink be-1s.pA at.that time ILposs life

bes nahi: ho:-ta pen ata mi: bes ah-i

good not be-3sN.pA but now I good  be-1SG.PR

I was drinking arrack. At that time my life was not good. Now I am happy (my life is good).
hami: hat-at ja-d"el moag t3j tefun

we market-in go-PERF then  after from.there

kaka-ce ghor-ii  ge-ld

uncle-pOSS.PF  house-to go-3S.PA
We went to the market, and from there we went to uncle’s house.

Sometimes a clause is repeated in full, as in (403) and (406), or in a reduced form, as in (404)
and (405), to provide the setting for the next.

(403)

(404)

pud"da bokde d"or-ot ho:-ta. bockde d"or-un  atad
first  sheep catch-PROG ~ be-3sM.pA  sheep catch-LK  now
First [the tiger] was catching the sheep. Having caught a sheep...

9sd kor-un mehé ma-"a kaliz jad-aver tag-un  di:-la
like do-LK LAG I-poss.pF  liver tree-on hang-LK keep-1S.PA
Having done like this, I have kept my liver on the tree.
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(405) hami: jev-at ho:-ti  jev-al maga
we eat-PROG be-1P.PA eat-PERF  after
We were eating. After eating...

(406) tit  bojl-a car-ot ho:-i:. ti: bojl-a  car-ta car-ta
they bull-pM graze-PROG  be-3pPM.PA they bull-PM graze-DUR graze-DUR
They were grazing the bulls. While they were grazing and grazing them...

6.5 Logical relations

Simple unreduced clauses may be joined by a conjunction which indicates some logical relationship
between the clauses. Some types of conjunctive linking are described below.

Simple conjunction. The conjunction nd connects two unreduced clauses:

(407) te  jabii-ce jfad-avar ek makad roh-o
that roseapple-POSS.PF  tree-on one monkey exist-3S.PR
na tolev-ce pané-t ek mo:P-a mogor rah-3

and pond-POSS.PF water-in one big-M crocodile  exist-3S.PR
In that tree there is a monkey, and in the pond there is a crocodile.

Situation-Consequence. The conjunction t3j means ‘when’ if it is closely linked with the first verb or it
can mean ‘therefore/so’. The conjunction tecen ‘so’ can mark the consequence.

(408) roig  ho:-ti: t5j j"ar-un pi-ja-ca
disease create-3P.PA so filter-LK drink-IRR-INF
[It] will cause disease; so drink after filtering.

(409) te-ni: kahi ke-1a ho-vd  tecen  ham-alo ek sork"™@ duk"
he-AG something do-3s.pPA be-3sSN.F so we-DAT one like pain
Maybe he did something, and that’s why we’re having difficulties.

Reason-Result or Result-Reason. Reason-result clauses are linked by karan ‘because’, tej ‘therefore’, or
tecen ‘therefore, so’.

(410) a3 rade:-ni:  ak'@ kam  ke-la karan  vonsi:
today Radhi-aGc all work do-3s.pA because Vansi

biimar pad-el ah-e
sick fall-PERF be-3S.PR
Today Radhi did the work because Vansi is sick.

(411) ti:  biimar pod-el ah-e tecen aj rad":-ni: epar ke-la
she sick fall-pERF be-3s.PR therefore today Radhi-AG cook do-3s.pA
She is sick today; therefore Radhi cooked.

Adversative/Contra-expectancy. When the second situation is unexpected, pan ‘but’ occurs between the
two clauses.

(412) pahnera ji:-ja-ca ho:-ta pen a-la nahi:
guest come-IRR-INF  be-3sM.pA but come-3sM.PA  not
The guest was about to come but did not.

(413) te-ni: gomvoas-la pen nahi: sapad-la
he-AG search-3sM.pA but not get-3SM.PA
He searched [for the cow] but did not find it.

If the first clause is an intention but not carried out, the second clause is in the future tense.
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mi: k"a-ja-ca hor-ti pen na kMa-t
I eat-IRR-INF be-1S.PA but not eat-1S.FU
I was going to eat, but I won't.

mi: kor-aj-ca  ho-ti  pon ma-lo nahi: kor-al
I do-IRR-INF  be-1S.PA but I-DAT not do-3s.Fu
I was going to do it, but I could not.

Conditional clauses are marked by the conjunctions ta or tjj between the clauses. The condition may
be hypothetical (416a) or non-hypothetical (416b).

In present (example 416a) and past (417) conditions, ta occurs after the hypothetical condition

clause.

(416)

(417)

(418)

a. raju  jeqj to k"a-j
Raju come-3s.PR if eat-3S.PR
If Raju comes, he will eat.

b. raju 3§ je-j taj  k"a-j
Raju when come-3s.PR then eat-3S.PR
Whenever Raju comes, he eats

komi: tu-i"e haci:  a-la to lokd arad-t"i:l
who  you-poss.pPF with  come-3s.pA if people-PM shout.do-3P.FU
If anyone comes with me, then people will shout.

mi-c  bes coh-tl to kon ma-"e  Agalo-hat lav-al
I-EMP good exist-CONTR if who  I-POSS.PF body-to touch-3s.Fu
If I am good, who will touch my body.

In future hypothetical conditions, both verbs are in the future tense (or past for the main verb
and future for the auxiliary) and ts or t3j follows the first clause.

(419)

(420)

(421)

(422)

(423)

mi: kaq"un t"ev-on to mi: maran
I take-Lk  keep-1s.Fu  if I die.1s.Fu
If I take out my (liver), I will die.

ti  hot-si t5j cal-si:
you tire-2s.FU then  walk-2s.FU
If you get tired, will you walk?

ti  dev-avar boroisa fev-sil, nitti:  nijom  pal-sizl
you God-on faith keep-2s.FUu  law rule  obey-2s.FU
to dev tuls s3b"al-al

if God you-DAT protect-3S.FU
If you keep having faith in God and obeying His rule, He will protect you.

tor  je-l t3j kha-1
he come-3s.FU then eat-3S.FU
If he comes, he will eat.

raju  a-la ho-va to k'a-la ho-va
Raju come-3sM.PA  be-3sM.FU if eat-3SN.PA be-3SM.FU
If Raju has come home, he will have eaten.

Contrafactual. Contrafactual statements have a contrary-to-fact verbal suffix both in the protasis
clause (which occurs first in the sentence) and in the apodosis. The conjunction tjj ‘then (unrealized
result)’ or ta ‘then, if’ joins the two clauses, as in (424).
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The contrary-to-fact active verb suffixes are listed in table 28.

Table 28. Contrary-to-fact conjugation

S P
1 -t -t
2M -tas -tas
F -tizs -tes
M/F -tiis
3Mm -ta -to
F -ti: -te
M/E/M -ta -ti:

(424) raju  je-ta to kPa-ta
Raju come-3SM.CONTR if eat-3SM.CONTR
If Raj had come, he would have eaten.

(425) hami: sag-tii to tumi: an-tos
we tell-1p.cONTR  if you bring-2PM.CONTR
If we had told (you), you would have brought (it).
(426) mi: bes siik-ti to ma-lo bes no:kor-i: mil-ti:
I well study-1S.cONTR  then(unrealized) I-DAT nice work-PF get-3F.CONTR
If I had studied well, I would have gotten a good job.
(427) ta sag-tas to mi: an-ti
you tell-2sM.CONTR  then I bring-1S.CONTR

If you had told me, I would have brought it.

The contrary-to-fact passive occurs with a third person patient (subject) only. It is formed by
adding -7o before the contrary-to-fact suffixes.

(428) ab-s di-o-ti: t3j kap-jo-ti:
mango-PM give-PAS-3.CONTR  then  cut-PAS-3.CONTR
If mangos would have been given, they would have been cut.
(429) ek  ko:bd-i: di:-go-ti: t3j hami: kap-ti
one chicken-F give-PAS-3F.CONTR then(unrealized) we cut-1P.CONTR
If one hen would have been given we would have cut it up.

Passive contrary-to-fact forms are summarized in table 29.°

6 Editor’s note: The forms in this table seem to be contradicted by some of the examples.



Table 29. Passive contrary-to-fact forms

Protasis Apodosis
Subject Passive Person Conj V suffix
(Patient) V suffix of agent
One mango (35M) -jo-ta 1s -t
One hen (3SF) -Jo-ti: P -t
One calf (3sN) -Jo-ta 2sM -tas
Two mangos (35M) -fo-ta SF -tis
Two hens (3SF) -fo-te PM -tos
Two calves (3sN) Jo-t': PF -tes
PN -ti:s
3sm t3j -ta
SF t3j -ti:
SN -t
PM t3j -t
PF t3j -te

PN
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A Varli Text:
Crocodile and Monkey

Line one in the following text is a Varli story about Monkey and Crocodile” with most morpheme
breaks indicated. Line two is a morpheme-by-morpheme gloss. Line three is a free translation.

makad ~na  mogor-i-ci got
monkey and crocodile-F-POSS.SF story
The story about Crocodile and Monkey.

ek tola rah-3
one pond exist-3S.PR
There was a pond.

te  tola-ce kat"-avar ek  jdbi-ca j'ad roh-a
that pond-P0ssS.3F margin-on one roseapple-POSS.SN tree exist-3S.PR
On that pond’s shore there was a roseapple tree.

te  jabii-ce jfad-avar ek makad roh-o na
that roseapple-POSS.PF  tree-on one monkey exist-3S.PR and
In that tree there was a monkey,

to|-Etle pané-t ek mo:x™i: mogar roh-3
pond-inside water-in one big-SF crocodile  exist-3S.PR
and a big crocodile was in the water of the pond.

makad  dorrop taj-i: taj-i: pik-el jab-a k"a-j
monkey every.day fresh-PN fresh-PN ripen-PERF roseapple-PN eat-3P.PR
Monkey eats very fresh ripe roseapples every day.

na  mogor ah-e to k"al  pad-el te
and crocodile be-3s.PR coMP under fall-PERF that

vet jab-a k"a-t
not.good-PN roseapple-PN  eat-3p.PR
And that crocodile was eating the roseapples which had fallen down.

makad ~ dorroy mogor-i:-1o vet jab-a
monkey every.day crocodile-F-DAT not.good.PN roseapple-PN

k"a-t-a nag-a
eat-PROG-while  see-3S.PR
Monkey every day used to see that Crocodile was eating the fallen roseapples.

makad-alo  te-cii poki: dsja jeqj makad m3ga
monkey-DAT that-SF much pity come-3s.PR monkey then

tay-1: tay-1: jab-a pad-un de-j
fresh-pN fresh-pPN roseapple-pN fall.CAUS-LK  give.3S.PR
Monkey took pity on Crocodile. Then Monkey gave him fresh roseapples by making the fruit fall.

mogar ekdom k"us  ho-j
crocodile much happy be-3s.PrR
Crocodile was very happy.

* In this folktale, Crocodile is treated as feminine.
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osi:  kor-un  te-ci: dosti: vad"-o
thus do-Lk it-poss.sF  friendship grow-3s.PrR
Thus the friendship grew.

ek dizs mogor-i-ce mon-at vef vicar je-j
one day crocodile-F-pOSS.PF mind-in bad thought come-3s.PR
One day a bad thought came to Crocodile’s mind.

te-la osd  at'v-o kaj taj-a gor gor
that-DAT thus think.3s.PR what fresh-PN sweet sweet

jab-a od"i: bes lag-ot to  makod-aca
roseapple-PN this.much well fall-3p.PR that monkey-P0SS.SM

kaliy kod"-ak god  ho-va

liver how.much-SN sweet be-3s.FU

And he was thinking that, with all those fresh very sweet roseapples thus it will be nice. Monkey’s
liver how very sweet it will be.

mogor ek diis maked-alo  sag-o kaj col
crocodile one day monkey-DAT tell-3s.pR that walk.imp
One day Crocodile says to Monkey, “Come.

ma-j"e  pafi-var bos na mi: tuls tolé-t  hid-vun  an-3
I-poss.pF back-on  sit and I you-DAT pond-in wander  bring-1S.PR
Sit on my back and I will take you on a trip in the pond.”

makad-alo pakd bes atov-la
monkey-DAT  much well feel-3sM.PA
Monkey felt it was very good.

logec tojar  j"a-la
at.once ready become-3sM.PA
At once he got ready.

mogar-i-ce pathi-var  ja-n  bas-la
crocodile-F-3PF  back-on  go-LK  sit-3SM.PA
And sat on the back of Crocodile.

dog"o  hid-aj ge-Ia
both-PM wander-IRR go-3PM.PA
They both went to wander (here and there in the pond).

pané:-t mogar-i:-ni: makad-ale  ni:-la
water-in crocodile-F-AG monkey-DAT take-3SM.PA
Crocodile took Monkey in deep water.

mdga sag-aj lag-la kaj makad-a makad-a
then say-IRR fall-3sM.pPA what monkey-voC  monkey-voc

ti  roj od"i: bes na gor  jab-a k"a-s

you daily thissmuch well then sweet roseapple-PN eat-2S.PR

Then [Crocodile] started to say to that monkey, “Monkey you are eating good and sweet roseapples
daily;

to  tuja kaliy  kod"-ak bes ho-va mi:

then you-poss.sM liver how.much-sM well be-3sM.FU I

so your liver will be very delicious.
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to  tuja kalizy k"a-ja-ca
EMP you-POSS.SM liver  eat-IRR-INF-SM
I [emp] am going to eat your liver.

t3j sag-a me-hé tu-ls tolé:-t hid-vaj an-1a
therefore tell-3s I-AG ~ you-DAT pond-in wander-IMPER bring-3SM.PA
That’s why I brought you to wander around in the pond.”

pon makad ekdsm cotur nighla
but monkey much clever depart-3sM.pA
But Monkey was very clever.

te-ni: sag-la kaj magoar-i: mi: ma-f"a  kaliy
he-AG tell-3sMm.pA what crocodile-F I I-poss.sM liver
jrar-avar kad"-un t"ev-el ah-e

tree-on take-LK keep-PERF be-3s.PR
He told Crocodile, “I left my liver on the tree.”

ma-la  bih-vaj mi: pod-on

I-DAT  fear-IMPER I fall-1s.Fu

I was afraid I would fall.

kaj ma-"a kaliz  p"ut-ol to mi: mar-on

what I-poss.sM liver  burst-3s.FU EMP 1 die-1s.Fu
If I were to fall down my liver would burst and I would die.

osa kor-un me-hé ma-"a kaliy j'ad-aver taAg-un
thus do-Lk I-AG  I-poss.sM  liver  tree-on keep-LK
thev-1a

keep-3SN.PA

So I left my liver on the tree.

magor-i: ti  ma-ls porat g'en ja
crocodile-voc.F you I-DAT again take-LK go0.VOC.F
“Crocodile, take me back.

maga tu-le mi: ma-j"a kaliz pad-un de-n
then youto I I-poss.sM  liver  fall.cAUS-LK  give-1S.FU
Then I will give my liver to you after making it fall.”

mogor makoad-ale  g'e-n parat  a-la
crocodile monkey-DAT take-LK again come-3SM.PA
Crocodile took Monkey back.

makod  j"ad-aver  cod-la
monkey tree-on climb-3sm.pA
Monkey climbed the tree

na mdgd mogor-i-lo sag-9 ka; me-hé tu-lo phosav-l1a
and then crocodile-SF-DAT tell-3s.PR  that I-AG  you-DAT cheat-3s.PA
and [Monkey] said to Crocodile, “I cheated you;

ma-j"a kaliy to  maij'e pot-at-uc ah-e
I-poss.sM  liver EMP I-pOSS.PM  stomach-in-EMP  be-3S.PR
my liver is in my stomach only.

mi: kad"-un t"ev-an to mi: jog-on kas-ak
I take.out-LK  keep-1S.FU EMP I live-1s.FU how
If I were to take it out then how would I live?”
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magor-: p"os-li: na gopcup to|é:-t nigh-un  ge-li:
crocodile.SF cheat-3sr.pPA and silently pond(small)-in depart-Lk go-3SF.PA
Crocodile, having been cheated, slipped away into the pond.
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