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CHAPTER ONE

The Blackfoot Alphabet

The Blackfoot alphabet was designed to be read by native speakers of the
language. Therefore, each letter represents a distinctive sound of the language,
and predictable variations are not indicated because these are antomatic for the
native speaker of Blackfoot, For example, vowels are shorter before long
(double) consonants than they are before single consonants. but because this
vowel shortening is predictable {and automatic for native speakers) we still
write the vowel as if it weren’t shortened. Thus the first vowel of nfnna ‘my
father’ is shorter than the first vowel of ninaa ‘man’, though they are written
the same because the presence of the double n in ninna is enough to predict the
shortening.

While this is the ideal kind of writing system for native speakers of the
language, it requires non-native speakers to leam consciously what is known
subconsciously by those who leamed the language as children.

This brief description will try to acquaint the reader with the approximate
sound each letter represents, and give a few details of how sounds are affected
by neighboring sounds.

The reader who wishes to leamn to pronounce Blackfoot correctly, must, of
course, hear and mimic the langnage as spoken by & native speaker.

THE VOWELS
There are three:

a has approximately the quality of a in English father, except before double
consonants, where it has a quality more like the vowel of English cut.

sa no” dnnia "that’s it / okay now"
dmo “this” métiso’kaawa  "he slept again”
i has a quality which varies from that of the i of English kiss to that of the i of
machine; it always has the latter quality when long (writlen double - see



2 Blackfoot Grammar

below).
iSSka ||pai'[r| miinl “beﬂ'_‘f"

o has a quality much like the o of English so, except before double consonants,
in which case it has a quality more like the o of woman.

6ma "that one” onni "his father"
ki "hello / okay now" sokéttaat  "spit!"

VOWEL LENGTH (duration) is indicated by writing vowels double when
long. It must be emphasized that by ‘long vowels’ we mean long in
guantity {(nor quality, as the term ‘long vowels’ is used in English phonics).
Thus oo represents approximately the same sound as does o in Blackfoot;
the difference is in the amount of time they are sustained. Compare:

dakokaawa "he will rope"
aakookaawa  "she will sponsor a Sundance”

DIPHTHONGS

ai vares among speakers and from dialect to dialect. Before double

consonants (see below) it is about like the ai of English said:

dinnisiwa "he descends/falls"

dikkiwa "he blows a whistle"
Before a glotal stop (written ; see below) it is about like the ai of English
paid (though on the northern Blackfoot Reserve it may sound like the i of
English bite.)

i{'lpriwa "m speaksfl
In other positions of a word, this diphthong will sound like the ai of

English plaid on the Blood Reserve, but like the ai of English paid on the
Blackfoot Reserve.

dipiima "he enters” dipottaawa "airplane"

a0 is like the aw of dawn (for those English speakers who pronounce the latter
differently than they do Don); to approximate it, pronounce the a of
English father with rounded lips.
ddkska’siwa "he’s mnning adttakiwa "bartender”
ponokadmitaawa “horse™
Before a glottal stop it may sound more like the ou of English out.
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dkao’toowa “he has armived"”
oi is about like the 0i of coin:
nohkéiksl "my sons"  otahkdinattsi "vellow"

Before a long consonant, it may sound like the Blackfoor vowel i (see
above} pronounced with rounded hips.

nitdakotoissiképii "1 will go rest”

PITCH ACCENT, or prominence of a vowel or diphthong is indicated here
by use of an acute accent over the vowel or diphthong; an alternative way
to indicate Blackfoot pitch accent 1s by underlining accented vowels. The
"prominence” mentioned in the preceding sentence consists primarily of a
relarively higher pitch than that of contignous syllables. Compare the
following word pairs:

dpssiwa "it's an arrow" aohkiiwa "it's water"
apssiwa "it'safig" adhkiwa "he's barking"

dkachkiimiwa "be’s married”
akdéhkiimiwa "he has many wives”

Because there is a gradual drop in pitch throughout an utterance, an
accented syllable toward the end of a word of several syllables may
actually be of lower pitch than an unaccented syllable earlier in the word;
the accented syllable will still be relatively high in pitch as compared to the
syllable which follows it, however, as in the following word:

midtaissiképiiwa "he’s not resting”

There are a few words in which the pitch falls noticeably during the
pronunciation of a long vowel; in these cases only the first of the two
letters which represent a long vowel is accented: aksoyiwa ‘he will eat”.!
There are also sequences of a long vowel or diphthong (see below)
followed by an accented vowel; these have a pitch which falls and then
rises: maaidhsi ‘her elder relation’; maodvi ‘mouth’.

"There are also some cases in which the pitch falls through a sequence of three vowels; see
chapter 13, seetion C.
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Pitch also falls during an accented vowel or dipbthong which is
immediately followed by a glottal stop (see below re. glottal stops).

{"ksisakoyi "meat”  4f'poyiwa “he speaks”
SEMIVOWELS

w and y are glides with much the same quality as English w and y when the
latter occur berween vowels, as in aware and y0-yo.

dwaaniiwa "he says" dyo’kaawa “be’s sleeping”
{(Note that a+y together sound like English eve.)
CONSONANTS

m and n represent sounds virtually the same as the m and n of English:

mamdiwa "fish" niraawa "man’

s is similar to the English sound usually represented by the same letter, except
that the Blackfoot s is usually made with the tongue tip up, rather than

behind the lower teeth as English s usuvally is. (The s of English purser is
very much like the average Blackfoot s.)

sa "no" kiistéwa "vou" podsiks "cats"

ps t, and k of Blackfoot are like their English counterparts except that they do
not have the aspiration (puff of air} which usually follows p, L and k in
English; because of this nonaspiration, they ofien sound like b, d, and g to
English speakers. English p, t, and k preceded by s in words such as spin,
sting, and skin are about like the Blackfoot sounds.

poos "cat" takda "who?" kitsimi "door”

h is a palatal fricative or "gutteral”, much like the German sound written as ch.
Like the German sound, it is greatly affected by the preceding vowel so0
that after i it is made at the highest point on the roof of the mouth, while
after o or a it is made nearer the back of the roof of the mouth.”

ihkitsika "seven"  Ohkotoki "stone”  ksddkhkor "dirt"

2The letter h is also used for a sound like the h of English hot which occurs at the start of a few
integjections. Since the palatal fricative occurs only followmng vowels, there is no danger of
confusion as a result of using the same letter for a different sound in these interjechons.
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' is an "interruption” made by momentarily closing the glottis (vocal chords)
tightly, as English speakers do between the oh’s of the expression "ob-oh!”
It 15 known as a glottal stop.

sa'diwa "duock"” ni’sa "my older brother"
api’siwa '"coyote" no’tsisi "my hand”

CONSONANT LENGTH (duration) is indicated by writing consonants
double; this simply means that the articulation of such consonants is held a
bit longer than it is for those consonants when written singly.® All
consonants except h and * occur distinctively long:

kiipippo "one hundred" isska "pail"
dipoffaawa "he’s flying” iyimmit "laugh!"
nitikkaawa “my friend" nirna "my father"
iksisgsiwa  "he is tough" sokd’pssiwa "he is good”

Phonetic Details And Some Spelling Conventions

Given the alphabetic system outlined above, there is a non-arbitrary spelling
for almost every word of Blackfoor However, in some cases, knowledge of
the makeup of words can influence spelling of otherwise ambiguous sounds
and sound sequences.

A relatively simple case is vowels at the end of a word. Since vowels in
this position are generally voiceless, there can be no contrast between shon
and long vowels at the end of a word. However, we still write vowels as short
or long in this posidon based on their length when a suffix is added. For
example, one cannot tell by listening to the word nitddpii "I'm staying/sitting”
that the final vowel is long. We write it as long because its length is observable
in forms such as ddpiiyaawa "they are staying/sitting"” and apiit "sit!".

Vowel length is difficult, if not impossible, to discern before a glotal stop,
However, if knowledge of the makeup of the word leads one to expect a long
vowel in this position, we write it as such. For example, when the ‘associated
instrument or tool’ suffix -a’tsis is added to a stem ending in 2 or aa, we spell
the resulting sequence with a long aa. So isttékimaa’tsis "drum’ is so spelled
because we know the verb stem isttokimaa ‘drum’ from which it is formed

*Mast English speakers get a similar effect across word boundaries in English phrases such as
sick cow, in which the phanetic [k] at the end of sick combines with the initial phometic [k] of cow
to give a long phonetic [k:]; this is quite like the kk of Blackfoot {except that Blackfoor kk lacks
the aspiration of English k - see above.)
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ends in the vowel a.

A non-arbitrary decision regarding vowel length before h can be made based
on a regular phonetic rule of Blackfoot. If a vowel is voiced before h. it is
interpreted as a long vowel, becanse only long vowels remain voiced in this
position. So we write nitsiipiihpinnaan ‘we sat/stayed” with a long ii because
the vowel remains voiced before the h, even though the [i] sound before the h
is not moticeably long. To this we can compare nitsiipibpinnaan ‘we have
archery equipment’, in which the ih is a completely voiceless syllable (see
pronunciation notes at the end of chapter 3).

It was stated near the beginning of this chapter that vowels and diphthongs
have a slightly different quality when they are immediately followed by long
consonants. In such a position, a. i, and o sound like the vowels of English cut,
kdss, and bush, respectively. Though not stated earlier, this effect on vowel and
diphthong quality before long consonants is present even if an s separates the
vowel and long consonant. So, for example, the ai of dfsusiiwa ‘it hurs’
sounds like the ai of English said even though the diphthong is not
immediately before the tt. However, the simation is even more complicated
than this: long aa, ii, and oo retain their usual qualities even before long
consonants, though in such a position their duration is reduced. So, for
example, if one hears a vowel like the a of father and it is followed by a long
consonant, then that sound should be spelled aa.

Supplemental Material

A more complex case is the phonetic sequence [o"'ss], which can represent not
only oi’ss, but 0’yss and oyss as well. It can represent o'yss because anticipation of
the ¥ tongue position during the glotial stop produces a phonetic diphthong. It can
represent 0yss because a predictable glottal stop is heard whenever a glide (w or ¥}
or nasal (m or n) is immediately followed by s. In cases such as this, one must
either make an arbitrary choice or be guided by grammatical analysis of the word
involved, if the grammatical makeup of the word is known. In this particular case,
if the sequence [0"ss] is part of the sequence [0o"ssini] “eating’, it is analyzable as
00yl, the var stem “eat’, plus the suffix hsin, which makes nouns from intransitive
verbs. Given the fact that ihs is generally realized as ss, we spell the word as
ooyssinl. We do not need to include the predictable glottal stop, though to do so
would not in any sense produce an incorrect spelling.

CHAPTER TWO

Some Basics of Blackfoot Grammar

In the discussion of nouns and verbs to follow in this and the next chapter, it
will be necessary to distingnish between words and stems. By definition, a
word is pronounceable by itself, whereas a stem is the core of a word and
generally needs a prefix or suffix added to make it a word. For example, we
shall see below that the Blackfoot noun stem meaning “man” is ninaa, but this
cannot be used as a word unless a suffix is added; the suffix wa can be added
forming the singular noun ninaawa 'man’, or the suffix iksi can be added
forming the plural noun ninaiksi ‘'men’. (Notice that this differs from the
situation in English, where the stem man alone can be used as a word.)

A. GRAMMATICAL GENDER

In popular usage, the term ‘gender’ is associated almost exclusively with sex
categories. This usage corresponds to the fact that English nouns are classified
as masculine, feminine, or neuter, and this classification is reflected in the
choice of singular pronouns he, she, or it. But technically, the term ‘gender’
can be applied to any at least partially arbitrary classification of nouns in the
grammatical system of a language. To make it clear that we are using the term
in the technical sense, we will refer to such noun classification as
grammatical gender.

Blackfoot, like other Algonquian languages (such as Cree, Chippewa,
Micmac, etc.), classifies noun stems into two groups which are often labeled
animate and inamimate. (In the Blackfoot Dictionary of Stems, Roots, and
Affixes [henceforth, "the Dictionary"],’ animate gender noun stems are
labeled nan and inanimate gender noun stems are labeled nin.) All Blackfoot
noun stems belong to one of these two grammatical gender classes, and this
classification is evident throughout Blackfoot grammar. For example, we shall

*Frantz and Russell {1989).
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see below that there are two ways of pluralizing a noun, depending upon the
grammatical gender of that noun.

It is important to realize that grammatical gender classification says very
little about how people view the world. (E.g., in French the noun la @15
‘table’ belongs to the so-called feminine gender class, but surely the nauve
speaker of French doesn’t think there is anything feminine about a table.) So
the fact that Blackfoot noun stems such as pokén ‘ball’, fssk ‘pail’, and isttodn
‘knife’ are classed with noun stems such as aakif ‘woman’, pookad “child’, and
imit4s ‘dog’ as being of animate gender should not be construed as an
indication that the Blackfoot speaker thinks of balls, pails, and kmives as
somehow "alive". Grammatical gender is a classification of the noun stems
themselves, not of the entities to which they refer. Nevertheless, the English
speaker leaming Blackfoot can be sure the words for animals, people, or spirits
will be of animate gender. But the gender of other nouns simply must be
memorizad (though there are some other natural groupings which are helpful
to recognize; e.g. stems for most metal tools are of animate gender). Here are a
few more noun stems which are unpredictably animate in gender:

modpssp “eye” po'tid'tsis  "stove"
paaté'si "sun" atapiim "doll"
ksisfis ~ "thom" mookitsis  "finger”

B. NOUN NUMBER
Noun stems take soffixes which mark them as singular or plural. A singular
animate gender noun has -wa,” and plural animate gender nouns have -iksi:
ponokiwa "elk” ponokdiksi “elk (pl.)"
natiyowa “lynx" patdyoiksi "lynx (pl}"
w is always dropped after a consonant, so the animate singular suffix appears

to be -a after stems which end in a consonant; consequently the singular of
‘cat’, e.g., is poosa, not *pooswa:

pédsa  “cat" pobsiksi "cats"
fsska  “pail” isskiksi "pails"

Inanimate gender noun stems take -yi, in the singular and -istsi in the plural:
{"ksisakoyi "meat” {'ksisakoistsi  "meats”

dmahksflimiyi  "lake” émahksikimiistsi "lakes”

5Certain speakers omit the suffix -wa under as yet undetermined conditions. And many young

speakers seem never o use it

Some Basics of Blackfoot Grammar 9

Like w. y is always dropped after a consonant, so the inanimate singular suffix
appears to be -i after stems which end in a consonant:

ndipi "leaf” niipistsi "leaves”
mo'tokddnd "head” mo'tokddndsisi "heads”
Long vowels are shortened before any suffix that starts with a vowel, such as

the pluralizers. Compare the following singulars and plurals; note that the
long vowel at the end of the stems (e.g. ninaa} is short in the plural:

ninagwa  "man" ninagiksi "men"
kakkédwa “pigeon” kakkdiksi  "pigeons"”
mamiiwa "fish" mamitksi  "fish (pl.)"
aohkiivi "water'” aohkifstsi  "waters"

There is a large number of noun stems which have an n or s that is present
only before cerain suffixes; a few stems have an m which is present only
before the same suffixes. When listing such stems we will indicate these
non-permanent consonants by the symbols M, N, and S, respectively.® M,
N, and § are lost (i.e. do not show up as m, n, and s) before the pluralizers:

Stem Gloss Singular Plural
dto'ahsiM  "sock” drto’ahsima 4to ahsiiksi
maiipssiM  "belt" mafipssimi mafipssiistsi
asdka’siM  “dress” aséka’simi astka’siistsi
pok6N "ball" pokdna pokoéiksi
isttodN "knife” isttodna isttodfksi
dwanddN  "rattle” dwanidna dwaandiksi
atsikiN "shoe" atsikfni atsikifstsi
moksiS "aw]" moksisa moksiifksi
ksisiiS "thom" ksisiisa ksisfiksi
mo'tsiS  "hand" mo’tsisi mo ‘tsifstsi
niitéyiS  "upi” nuitéyisi niitéyiistsi

®This device is not used in the Dictionary. There, stems are listed with such non-permanent

consananis present; one can determine that they are non-permanent by comparing the examples
which arc provided.
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C. PARTICULAR vs. NON-REFERRING

Sometimes when using a noun, we don’t have in mind a particular item (or
group of items) from the class of things that we name by that nour; just any
one (or bunch) will do. For example, you might send a son or daughter to the
store with the following instructions: "Get a loaf of bread, some milk, and a
dozen apples.” You don’t have any particular loaf of bread, carton(s) of milk,
or dozen apples in mind, so the nouns bread, milk, and apples do not refer to
any particular items. Or you may use a noun in such a way that it cannot
refer to an actual eatity. This would be true in sentences such as "I don’t have
any milk." or "I wish you had some apples.” In either case we say that the
words bread, milk, and apples are non-referring.

At other times we may wish to refer to a particular item or group of items, as
in these senfences:

‘Give me that loaf of bread.’
*Your milk is tuming sour.’
‘I bought a dozen apples and my family ate them in one day.’

Here because the speaker has a particular loaf of bread, some particular
portion of milk, and a particular dozen apples in mind, we say that these nouns
are particular in reference. The endings on Blackfoot nouns are determined
partly by whether or not the nouns are particular. If they are mot particular in
reference (i.e. non-referring), a suffix -i is added. and it does not matter
whether the speaker is talking about one or more than one item. So if you say
kékkit owai "Give me egg(s)", in which "eggs” has the non-particular suffix,
you may get one or more eggs; perhaps a more accurate translation would be
"Give me at least one egg.” Here are other examples of nouns with the
non-particular suffix -i; notice that both animate and inanimate gender nouns
take this suffix:

pookdi "child{ren)"
{'ksisakoi "meat{s)"
6mahksikimii  "lake(s)"

So far as 1 am able to determine, nouns which are modified by a
demonstrative (chapter 13) or marked for possessor (chapter 14) are always
particular, i.e. they always refer.

Noun stems which end in non-permanent consonants M, N, or S (see section
B above) do not retain them before the non-particular suffix -i:

Some Basics of Blackfoot Grammar 11
STEM NON-PARTICULAR FORM
mifipssiM “belt" méfipssii
isttodN "knife" isttodf
mo )‘Sis llham‘fann n mao ’tSﬁ

The non-particular and singular particular forms of many inanimate gender
nouns are identical. The explanation for this is as follows. As seen in section
B, inanimate gender nouns which are particular in reference add a suffix -yi
when singular:

owdiyi "egg nookéowayi "my home"

After consonants, y is lost, and what remains of the suffix -yi is identical in
shape to the non-particular suffix -i just discussed. Consequently, all stems
which end in permanent consonants have singular and non-particular forms
which are not distingunishable; e.g.:

66hkotoki  "stone (particular or non-particular)”
mo'tokddni  "head (particular or non-particular)"

But stems which end in M, N, and § have singular forms which differ from
their non-particular forms becanse M, N, and S are retained before the singular
suffix (the y of the singular suffix is lost as after other consonants):

STEM SINGULAR NON-PARTICULAR
aséka’siM "jacket" astka’simi asdka 'sii

atsikiN - "shoe" atsikini atsilkdi
mo’tsiS "hand/arm" motsisi mo’ tsil

In summary: if a speaker has no particular referent in mind for a noun, a
suffix -i is added; M, N, and S are not retained before this suffix.
Non-particular nouns are unmarked for number.

D. MAJOR THIRD PERSON
vs. MINOR THIRD PERSON

_Have you ever been troubled by the ambiguity in English sentences such as
this: Clyde told his son that he could help him.? When we hear such a
sentence we don't know whether the speaker means for the pronoun he to refer
o ‘Clyde’ or to “his son'. o

But in Blackfoot, the equivalent sentence would not have this ambiguity,
b_ﬁcausa Blackfoot would classify ‘Clyde’ and ‘his son’ as grammatically
different. This difference would be reflected in the form of the Blackfoot
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equivalent of that he could help him, so we would be able to tell which of
these persons is subject of ‘help’.

Here, roughly, is how it works: when two or more nouns of animate gender
occur in the same sentence, only one of them can be what we will call major
third person;’ the others, if particular in reference (see section C above), must
be demoted to miner third person.®

So if you say e.g., “The man killed the deer” in Blackfoot, either “the man’ or
‘the deer' must be minor third person. When the speaker has a choice, as in
this example, the noun he chooses to make major third person is thereby made
more prominent in that portion of the discourse.

Minor third person singular is indicated on nouns by the suffix -yi (y is lost
after consonants). Here are four examples. (Subscripted numerals are used to
indicate major third person, and minor third person,.)

imitadyi "dog," péosi  “cat,”

aakdiyi "woman," isski "pail,"

An important generalization to remember is that any animate gender noun
possessed by third person is automatically minor third person; ie, if an
animate gender noun has a third person (grammatical) possessor, there is no
choice as to which noun is demoted; it must be the possessed noun.” So each
of the following is minor third person:

6nni "his., father," oksisstsi "his, mother,”
otémitaami "his, dog," 6hki  "his, pail,".

The animate singular suffix -wa discussed in section A is actually the major
third person singular suffix. Here are more examples:
imitidwa  "dog," ninng  "my fatber,”,
aak[{wa I+w0mm3ll Em "pﬂsﬂ
niksissta "my mother;"
We have seen that M, N, and S are retained (as m, n. and s) before -wa; the

same is true before -yi. But remember that the y and w of these suffixes are
lost because they cannot remain after consonants:

"Two or more major third persans are permitted if they are conjoined, as in "The man and
woman are dancing.” or "l have a dog and a cat.”

BCalled *obviative' in most literature on Algonquian languages.
SPossessive affixes are treated in chapter 14,
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pokoN-  "ball” pokéna "ball," pokéni  "ball,"
kaSIS- Ila“r " moksisa 'Iaw 31' mmisi “aw dII

The pluralizer -iksi, seen in section B of this chapter, is used for both major
third and minor third person.

E. SUMMARY OF SUFFIXES ON NOUNS

pon-particular 4
animate inanimate
3 4
sg -wa -yi -yi
particular
ol -iksi -iksi -istsi

Note: No noun will have more than one of these suffixes at a tme,
F. A USEFUL TERM: MORPHEME

Words are usually made up of indivisible parts to which a meaning or
grammatical function can be assigned: the technical term for such word parts is
morpheme. Thus each of the suffixes in section E is a morpheme, as are the
stems to which they are attached such as nfnaa ‘man’, mfin ‘berry’, etc. We
will find this term useful in later chapters.

EXERCISES
L. Fill in the blanks:

SINGULAR PLURAL NON-PARTICULAR
"tipi” niitGyisi niitéyiistsi
"song"  npinihkssini ninihkssii
"berry” miinistsi miini

2. Which of the following underdined nouns would necessarily be minor
third person in the equivalent Blackfoot sentence? (Note that ‘dog’ is major
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third person in ¢.)
a. That's my son; he is chasing his dog.
b. 1told your son to bring his friend.
¢. That dog, bit my son on his left leg (inanimate gender).
3. Change the following nouns from major third person singular to minor third
person singular:
4 minaawa "man" c. nitina "my daughter”
b. pédésa  "cat" d. isttodna "knife"
4. The following is a list of all the morphemes seen in the forms given as a-d

of the preceding exercise; nodce that in a list of morphemes, both a form
(shape) and gloss (meaning or function) are provided for each one.

ninaa  ‘man’ isttodN  ‘kmife’
péds  ‘cat’ itdn ‘danghter’
n- ‘my’ Wi ‘major third person singular (3s)’

What additional morpheme appears in your answers to exercise 37

5. List the morphemes you see in the following words: (Note: List each
morpheme only once, as was done in exercise 4.)

podsiksi  “cats’ nfnaiksi  ‘men’

kitdna *your danghter’ nitAniksi ‘my daughters’

CHAPTER THREE

Intransitive Verbs

Verbs which occur with a subject but no object are called intransitive verbs,
For example, in English, run, die, and yawn are intransitive; we say that
someone (their subject} did them, but not that they did them to anyone or
anything (an object). On the other hand, hit, kill, love are transitive verbs
because they take objects; i.e. we must hit, kill, or love someone or something.
{We begin to discuss transitive verbs in chapter 7.)

A. PERSON MARKERS

Stmdy these Blackfoot intransitive verb forms carefully:

nitdakahkayi "I'm going home"
kitiakahkayi "you're going home"
dakabkayiwa "he's going home"

What portion of the first one indicates that the speaker ("I") is the subject?
What portion of the second indicates addressee (“you")? And what marks
major third person ("he") in the last example?

Blackfoot verbs are marked to indicate the person (i.e. speaker, addressee, or
other) of their subjects. (Each of the examples above is a single word; the
portions nit- and kit- are prefixes, while -wa is a suffix.)!® The remainder of
each verb (the portion common to all three of the verb forms) is the stem.

B. THE CASE OF THE UNEXPECTED §

Look at these examples:

mitsfitsinild "1 related (a story)”
kitsiitsiniki "you related”

1%We will later refer to these markers nterchangeably as person affixes or agreement affixes.
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T ﬂW’a "tﬂ ] Ed“

Can we maintain our idea that nit- and kit- mark ‘speaker’ and ‘addressee’? If
we do, we are left with an extra § in these new examples. Perhaps certain
verbs take nits- and kits-, while others take pit- and kit-? But compare the
same verb seen above when it has an intervenming prefix - meaning ‘not an
instantaneous event’ (later glossed ‘durative’):

nitditsiniki "I relate / am relating [a story]”
kitditsiniki "you relate [ are relating”
#itsinikiwa "he relates / is relating”

These examples suggest that there is some other reason for the s after nit- and
kit-.

Let's look at just a bit more evidence and then the answer Lo our problem of
the exira § will be forthcoming:

mé4tdakahkayiwa(atsiksi)!! "be’s not going home"

Comparing this word to those seen in section A, what part of this word makes
it a negative statement? Now consider the negative of "relate’:

médtsitsinikiwa(atsiksi) "he didn’t relate [a story]"

There is the ubiquitous s again, this time afier the negative prefix maat Do
you have a suggestion now as to its source?

If you suggested that an s intervenes whenever t is immediately followed by
i, your suggestion is correct. The sequence ti mever occurs in Blackfoot;
whenever we would expect ti, we find instead tsi. Thus we have a hard and
fast rule of Blackfoot: t + i becomes tsi.

C. ‘WE’ (BUT NOT YOU)

Have vou ever been put in an awkward position because the person to whom
you were speaking thought you were including him when you said we, while
in actoality you were using we in reference only to yourself and someone else?
For example, you might have said 1o an acquaintance, "We are invited to the
Joneses tonight", meaning only yourself and your spouse. But the one to
whom you are speaking can interpret the we as including him.

Such a misunderstanding could not arise if you were speaking Blackfoot

The portion atsiksi in parentheses is part of the non-affirmative third person singular suffix,
generally used in negatives and questions invelving third person singular as subject or object; see
chapter 21.
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Blackfool grammar reguires a speaker to indicate whether or not the one to
whom he or she 15 speaking (the addressee) is included in the "action”. So if
you want to say "We are going to their house.” in Blackfoot, there are two
different ways, and you must choose between them:

1. Nitdakitapoohpinnaan oockddwaawayi.
“We (not you) will go to their house,”
2. Aakitapaoo'pa ookééwaawayi
"We (incl. you) will go to their house."”

These two types of reference which English includes in the pronoun we, but
which Blackfoot distinguishes, are rtraditionally termed ‘exclusive we’
(speaker and at least one other, but not the addressee(s)) and ‘inclusive we’
(speaker, addressee, and perhaps others).

D. Yi'J'Usg VS. YOUpl : A USEFUL DISTINCTION

Up until shortly after the time of Shakespeare, English distinguished singular
and plural in its terms for addressees. Thus, in the nominative case, thou was
used for reference to a single addressee, and ye for reference to more than one
addressee or to an addressee and other(s). Some modern American English
dialects make this distinction even now, using the contraction y'all for a plural.

This same distinction is an inescapable part of Blackfoot grammar. Any
reference to the addressee requires a choice between singular and plural, Here
are some examples showing the conrrast:

”yousg" kiistdwa "ynupl" kiistdwaawa

"eat!" ooyit ooyik
"Tknow you"  kitssksinoo kftssksinooshpoaawa
"your mother'  kiksissta kiksfsstoaawa

E. VERBS WITH PLURAL SUBJECTS

Plorality of verb subjects is always marked by suffixes. Compare these

singular and plural forms of the verb meaning "eat”.

Ili'lflljﬂyi ||]sm caﬁngn
nitddoyihpinnaana "we (exclusive) are eating”
ddoyo'pa "we (inclusive) are eating”
kitédovi "you (singular} are cating”
kitddoyihpoaawa "you (plural) are eating"
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ddoyiwa "he is eating"!*
d6oviyaawa "they are eating”
Pronunciation Notes
1. Blackfoot vowels at the end of words are usually voiceless
(softly whispered).

2. A short (single) vowel, unless accented, is voiceless before h; in
fact, the vowel and the h are pronounced simultaneously. '

3. Before voiceless vowels (produced by the ‘rules’ in pronun-
ciation notes 1. and 2.), y and w are pronounced with a
{predictable) glottal stop; i.e.. the vocal chords briefly interrupt
the air flow right at the beginning of any y or w which is
followed by a voiceless vowel.'*

EXERCISES
1. Add the missing prefixes; remember the rule for "unexpected s™:

_ dyo'kaa "you(sg) are sleeping"
___@’po’taki "I worked"
—ipdsskaa "T danced”

___ inihki "you(sg) sang”

2. For the following sentences and phrases, indicate whether the English we,
us, or our is Inclusive (includes addressee) or Exclusive:
a. Let's go to town.
b. Hey, sis, (our) mom is calling.
¢. Give that to us!
d. Dear, our daughter is still not home (husband to wife).
¢. "Our Father,... hallowed be thy name." (a prayer)

"¥Though 1 list the meaning "he” for most singular animate third persons, "she” or "it” might be
more appropriate translations at times; see chapter 2, section A.

2As & reader pointed out, becanse h always assimilates to the place and rounding features of the
preceding vowel, it is more accurate to say that short vowels are dropped before b, leaving the h
with their features.

1*Because this interruption at the glottis is totally predictable, it need not be represemied in the
epelling of such sequences because the glottal stop dees pot remain in environments where the
following vowel is vaiced, as it would if the glotal stop were an integral part of the morpheme
involved.
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3. For the following sentences, indicate whether the you in a and b, and the
addressee in ¢ and d, is more likely kiistéwa (singular) or kiistéwaawa (plural):
a. Did you kmow that our (inclusive) son just left?
b. I saw you embracing.

¢. "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel” (Matthew 28:19).
d. Please marry me!

4, Translate the following into English (see Exercise 1. and section E above):
nitdyo kaahpinnaana
kitd'po’takihpoaawa
kitsipasskaahpoaawa
nitsinihkihpinnaana
dvo'kaayaawa
titsinikio "pa



CHAPTER FOUR

More on Intransitive Verbs

A. AGREEMENT

What’s wrong with these English sentences?'
(a) * The horses runs fast.

(b) * My son play piano.
{c) * We prefers ice cream.

In the present tense, an English verb with a third person singular subject
must have the suffix -s. If it is missing when there is a third person subject as
in (b), a native speaker of English rejects the sentence as ungrammatical
(incorrect). And if the -s is added to a verb when the subject is not third
person singular as in (a) and (c), the resultant sentence 1s equally bad.

Requirements of this kind are termed agreement. Blackfoot has extensive
agreement requirements. The person affixes seen on verbs in the previous
chapter must, of course, agree with whatever noun is subject. For example,
consider (d), shown with a morpheme-by-morpheme analysis:'®

(d) Nobkdwa ifksspitaawa. "My son is tall."
n-ohkd-wa iik-sspitaa-wa
my-son-3g  very-tall-3s

Here the verb has third person singular suffix -wa, in agreement with the fact
that the subject is a major third person singular noun, as shown by the -wa
suffix on the noun (see chapter 1, section D). If the subject were plural,
requiring a different suffix on the noun (chapter 1, section B), a plural suffix
would be required on the verb also, as in (e):

Y An asterisk marks an ungrammatical sentence.

"*Unlike English, Blackfoot docsn't require the subject of a sentence to precede the verb, so the
order of these wards could be swiiched.
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(e) Nohkéiksi ifksspitaayaawa. "My sons are tall.”
n-ohkd-iksi iik-sspitaa-yaawa
my-son-3p  very-tall-3p

Similarly, if the subject is minor third person (4}, still other suffixes are
required on the verb:
(f) Ohkdyi fiksspitaayindyi. "His son is tall.”
ohko-yi iik-sspitaa-yindyi
his:son-4s very-tall-4s

(g) Ohkoiksi fiksspitaayaiksi. "His sons are tall.”
ohko-iksi iik-sspitaa-yaiksi
his:son-4p very-tall-4p
‘When speaker or addressee is subject there is usually no separate word to
indicate that fact. However, it is convenient to think of there being speaker or
addressee entities present as subject at a more abstract level; this permits us to
explain the corresponding person affixes on the verb as agreement For
example, in this sentence,

(h) Nitiakahkayi. "I"'m going home."
nif-dak-ahkayi
I-will-go*home
in which the verb has person prefix nit-, we can say that nit- agrees with the
subject "speaker”, even though there is no actual separate word as subject.
If a speaker's or addressee’s involvement is to be emphasized, then
independent pronouns may be used, as in the next two examples:

(i) Kiistdwa, kitsfitsiniki. "You related {a story)."
(j) Miistéwa, nitdakahkayi. "I am going home",

In such cases we can simply say that emphasis of this type is expressed by
using an actual word to refer to the abstract speaker or addressee as subject.
(The full set of such independent pronouns will be presented in section G of
chapter 14.) The required agreement between the pronoun and the verb is
already taken care of by our general statements for other nouns as subject.
There are no verb agreement affixes for non-particular nouns, so a noun
must be grammatically particular in order to be the subject of a Blackfoot
verb. In cases where the subject does not refer, and hence where one might
£xpect a non-particular noun, one finds instead a singular or plural noun:

(k) Aakifwa dwaasai’'niwa "(Some) woman was crying."
(1) Saahkémaapiiksi 4waawahkaayaawa.  "(Some) boys are playing”
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B. SUMMARY OF VERB AFFIXES

(So far we have introduced only the person affixes used on verbs found in
independent clauses. Chapter 19 will discuss use of other sets of person
affixes for verbs,) Here is a chart of intransitive verb agreement affixes, all of
which have been exemplified above. The following abbreviations are used
from this point on: 1 = first person (speaker); 2 = second person (addressee ), 3
= major third person; 4 = minor third persom; 21 = inclusive "we".

number — singular plural

subject

person
1 nit- 9 pit-  -hpinnaanal’ ‘we(excl)’
2 kit- ‘vou(sg)’ kit-  -hpoaawa ‘you(pl)’
2118 -o'pa ‘we(incl)’
3 -wa  ‘he/she’ yil? ‘they”
4 -yini2® ‘he/she’ —yi ‘they’

C.PREDICATE ADJECTIVE = YERB

The Blackfoot equivalent of what is usually called a "predicate adjective” in
English is simply an intransitive verb. A few examples should clanfy what is
meant here:

nitsspitaa "T'm tall”

sspitddwa “he is tall"
kitssokd'pssi  "you are nice”
sokd'pssiwa  "he is good/nice”

sokd "piiwa “itis good”
siksindttsiwa  “it{inanimate] is black"

"The final a of -hpinnaana and -0’pa is a predictable addition after an otherwise word-final
consonant, rather than part of these morphemes per se.

¥The 21 form is occasionally used for unspecified subject, as e.g. in itithpivo'pa “there’s
dancing going on there'.

194 1] of the '3p’ examples given so far have the form -yaawa. We will sec in chapter 9 that this
is made up of -yi+aawa. Until then, suffice it to say that the Jonger form (-yaawa) is used if the
subject of the verb does not follow the verb; otherwise -yi 1s used.

e will also see in chapter 9 that the suffixes -yindyi ‘4s’ and -yaiksi “4p’, scen above in (f)
and (g) , are made up of -yini+dyi and -yi+aiksi, respectively. As stated in the previous note for
-yaawsa, use the longer forms if the subject does not follow the verb.
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siksindAmma "itfanimate] is black”
sikimiwa "hefanimal] is black"

Notice that for most of these verbs there are different stem shapes depending
on whether the subject is of animate gender or inanimate gender; e.g., sokd'pii
*good’ is a stem used with inanimate gender subjects, while sokd'pssi ‘good’ is
used only with animate gender subjects. (See chapter 7.) There are also stems
which are used exclusively with certain semantic classes; e.g., sikimi “black” is
psed only of amimals [excluding people]. There are many other such
restrictions on stems of this type which any fluent speaker of Blackfoot will
have to know. (The Dictionary will usually provide such information.)

D. PREDICATE NOMINATIVE = VERB

As we shall see in section F of chapter 18, intransitive verbs derived from
nouns by addition of the suffix -yi are the functional equivalent of so-called
"predicate nominatives” in English. Note the following verbs, the stems of
which are derived from the noun stems beside them:

noun stem verb form gloss
aakdi nitaakiiyihpinnaan "we are women"
{(n)inaa kitdaksinaayi "you will be chief”

If the subject of such verbs is third person, the derivational suffix yi is not
used in independent clauses (though it is used in the other paradigms,
presented in chapter 19). That the noun stems are here functioming as verb
stems is evident in that the usual verb affixes are used:

noun stem verb form gloss
(n)inaa nohkdwa daksinaawa "my son will be chief”
aakif aakiiyaawa "they are women"
atsikiN amostsi atsikiniaawa “these are shoes"

E. METEOROLOGICAL VERBS

Blackfoot sentences describing weather conditions make use of verbs also.
While semantically such verbs really have no subject, they occur with the third
person singular suffix -wa. Here are several examples:

Ksiistoyfiwa. "It's hot."
Aisootaawa.  "It’s raining."
Aakohpotaawa. "It’s going 10 snow.”
fksstoyiiwa.  "It’s very cold.”
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Aisopowa. “It"s windy"
liyfkssopowa. "It's very windy.”
EXERCISES

1. Add the correct verb affixes (recall that subscript, indicates minor third
person):
a. Niistéwa, _____ dakitsiniki
b. Kiistéwa, ____ ddoyi.
c. Nohkéiksi 46oyi :
d. Kiisténnoona, dakahkay ;
("we inclusive™)
e. Onni dakahkayi .
("his,, father,,")

2. Given the a. sentences in Blackfoot, translate the b. sentences into English:

a. Ayo'kaawa. "Sheissleeping b.Nitdyo'kaa,
a. Nité6kska'si. "I ron." b. Kitd6kska'si. "
a. Kitéfssikopii. "You are resting."

b. Nitafssiképiihpinnaan. i
a. Ainibkiwa. "Sheis singing”  b. Ainihkio'pa, "

3. Given the a. sentences, translate the b. sentences into Blackfoot. {Pay close

attention to the subscripts.)
a. Nitdisinaaki. "1 write.”
b. . “You,,, write."
a. Nohkdéwa dékstakiwa, "My son is reading.”
b. . "My sons are reading.”
a A’pistotal:iyaawa. "They built."
b. . "We, built.”

-
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CHAPTER FIVE

Some Phonological Rules

In chapter 3, section B, we discovered that whenever Blackfoot t precedes an
i, the result is tsi Such regular and predictable results of combining
morphemes into words can be described by what are called phonological
rules. We will need several such rules in what follows. Each rule will be
given a descriptive name and stated in an explicit form called a rewrite rule.
Each rewrite rule conforms 1o the following format:

A—-SB/XY

This is to be read as: "A is realized as B in the environment of a preceding X
and a following Y." In any given rule, the X or Y (or both) may be
unspecified, i.e. the preceding or following environment may be irrelevant and
consequently not mentioned in the rule.

Let’s now see how the rule regarding the "unexpected 5" would be stated:

t-Affrication?!
t—= s/ i

In this rule, the i after the blank corresponds to the Y in the rule format. The
preceding environment is irrelevant to the rule, so there is nothing
corresponding to X of the format.

We have already observed the effect of the next two rules. In chapter 2,
section B, we learned that long vowels are shortened before any suffix which
starts with a vowel; e.g, ninaa +iksi — ninaiksi ‘men’. This is expressed by
the following rule:

*"The ts produced by this rule is not really two sounds, but a complex sound called an affricate.
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Vowel Shortening
Vo= V. /[ _+V

Here V indicates any vowel, the colon (:) is used to indicate vowel length,
and the plus (+) indicates a morpheme boundary 22 The subscripts on the two
Vs indicate that these two V’s are of the same quality; i.e. only the length of
the vowel is affected by this rule.” Also in chapter 2 we observed that y and
w are lost afier consonants; e.g., 66hkotok + yi — d6hkotokd ‘rock’ and
pé6s + wa — pddsa ‘cat’. The following rule accounts for this loss:

Semivowel Loss
G—=3/C_, where C = '

In this rule ‘G’ (for ‘glide’) represents semivowels, and ‘@' is the null or
"zero" symbol; C = consonant The statement after the rule hmits the
preceding environment to consonams other than the glonal stop; ie.,
semivowels are pot lost after ’ (as the following examples show: dwa'viwa
‘she’s pointing’; Kdta'yimmiwaatsiksi? ‘Did she laugh?”).

The need for the next two rules will be seen when we form plurals of verb
stems ending in si. Observe the following:

{a) nitddkska'si "I run"
(b) nitddkska’sspinnaan ‘we, un’
(c) adkska’so’pa "w52| run"

Based on what we have seen in earlier chapters (see chart in section B of
chapter 4), we would have expected the larter two forms to be made up of the
following parts:

(b) nit + 4 + okska’si + hpinnaan
(¢) 4 + okska’si + o’pa
But in (b}, the sequence si+h is realised as ss, according to the following rule:

Postsibilation

2This is necessary to permit the existence of lemg vowels before short vowels within a
morpheme; .e. we want the rule to apply only when two morphemes are combined.

BA better formulstion of the rule is possible if vowel length is represented as a feature of
vowels:

V = [-long] /_+V
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ih — s/s_ , where i is short and unaccented
And in (c), the sequence si+0 is realised as so, according to the next rule:

i-Absorptfion
i— @fs V, whereiisshont and unaccented, and V = iorl

Observe that according to the condition on the rule the i is not "absorbed" if
the following vowel isi or .2

The effects of the next phonological rule to be introduced are seem by
comparing the following forms:

(d) mitaakabkavi "I'm going home"
(e) dakahkayo'pa "we,, are going home”

Given (d), we would expect (e) to have the form dak+ahkayi+o’pa. The loss
of the vowel i is due to the following rule:

i-Loss
i— @/Vy_V,, whereiisshort and unaccented, and V, # iorl

In chapter 2 the singular and plural of ponokd “elk’ were given as ponokdwa
and ponokéfksi, respectively, The stem bhas an inherent accent on its third
vowel, as seen in the singular. Observe that in the plural, the third syllable is
accented throughout; i.e. the accent of the 4 spreads to the i of the suffix. This
is true not only of the vowel combinations a+i and a+o, which are generally
pronounced as single sounds (see the section on diphthongs in chapter 1), but
also of o+, i+, ata, and o+o. For example, the inherent accent of kakké6
‘dove’ spreads to the vowel of the plural suffix in kakkdiksi. Similarly, the
plural of mo'tsiS ‘hand’ is mo’tsiistsi. The same phenomenon is observed in
the combination of the durative prefix 4 with any verb stem which begins with
a vowel. For example, see (a}-(c) above; notice that the accent of the 4 has
spread to the o of the stem. These facts are captured in the following rule:

*8ce chapler 6, section B regarding the 1 (called "breaking I"} mentioned in this and the next
rule.

BFor some speakers, i-Loss is accompanied by lengthening of V, if V¥, = 1. For such speakers,
§dkstaki+yi+aawa ‘they count’, e.g., would be realized as d6kstakiiyaawa.
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Accent Spread

V = [+accent]/ V + _
[+accent]

That is, a vowel at the start of a morpheme is accented if the preceding vowel
is accented.

RULE INTERACTION

Before closing this chapter, it is important to point out that there can be
interaction between rules, such that the environment for one rule can exist as
the result of another rule; this is known as a feeding relation between rules.
For example, the s which results from t-Affrication (t-A) can serve as the
environment for Postsibilation (P-5):

t-A P-g
(f) nit+ihpiyi — nitsibpiyi — mnitsspiyi "I danced"
So t-Affrication feeds Postsibilation. In general, we assume that rules interact
such that there is maximal feeding: exceptions must be stated explicitly.

Example (g) shows the interaction of three mules; Semivowel Loss,
t-Affrication, and i-Absorption:

(g) mohkit+yi+aawa — mohkit+aawa —
mohkitsi+aawa — mohkitsaawa "They are feet."

When the application of one rule prevents another rule from applying, this is
referred to as a bleeding relation between rules. In general, we assume that
rules interact such that there is minimal bleeding, and exceptions must be
stated. (In chapter 14 (second paragraph) we will see examples in which the
very mature of pairs of rules precludes both rules applying; consequently,
which rule bleeds the other must be stated.)

Supplemental Material

The reader may have noted that i-Absorption and i-Loss are very similar. Yet as
they stand they cannot be combined into a single mule, for i-Loss requires a
preceding vowel and i-Absarption does not. However, the major purpose of the
requirement that the y in i-Loss be preceded by a vowel is to assore that when the
sequence yiV follows a consonant, as in miin+vi+aawa ‘they are berries’, the y is
lost by Semivowel Loss, and the i remains. If the applicational precedence of
Semivowel Loss were otherwise assured (by a stalement thar Semivowel Loss
bleeds i-Loss), then i-Loss could be stated without requiring the presence of a
vowel before the y. This would allow collapsing of i-Loss and i-Absorption into
one rule, call it i-Drop:1 — @/ {ys]_V, where V= iorl
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However, this course of action is not aftmactive, because y and s do not form a
natural class, and the two rales, i-Absorption and i-Loss, seem to describe separate
phenomena. The latier is evident in the case of speakers for whom i-Loss, but not
i-Absorption, is accompanied by lengthening of a preceding i: see footnote 25, So
i-Absorption and i-Loss are kept as separate rules in this work.

EXERCISES

1. The stem for ‘sleep’ is yo'kaa. (See exercise 2 of chapter 4.} When the
prefix & (to be discussed in chapter 6) is added, the result is the ‘durative’
stem, which usually translates as ‘be sieeping’. How would ‘we, are
sleeping’ (durative) be written? What phonological rule applies?

2. The stem for ‘count/read’ is okstaki: ‘she is counting’ is d6kstakiwa, and
includes the durative prefix. What phonological rule has applied in this word?

3. Given: nitddkska’si ‘T run/ I'm running’, nitdkska’si ‘I ran’. Observe that
here, as with many verbs of Blackfoot, removal of the prefix 4 (called the
‘durative’ in chapter 6) resulls in a past tense translation into English. We saw
in exercise 2 of chapter 4 that ‘she is singing’ is dinibkiwa. How would you
write ‘I sang” in Blackfoot? What phonological rule applies?

4. Given: dd’tsisiitwa ‘she smokes (tobacco)'. How would ‘we, are
smoking' be written? Besides Accent Spread, two phonological rules apply,
and in a certain order. What are they? (Remember that double vowels
represent long vowels.)




CHAPTER SIX

Tense and Aspect

A. PRELUDE: TENSE vs ASPECT

To begin this chapter, we will discuss the definitions of the terms ‘tense’ and
‘aspect’, using examples from English even though tense and aspect categories
of Blackfoot do not find an exact match in English.

Tense can be described roughly as an indication of the time of an event or
process relative to the time of the utterance of the sentence in which tense is
indicated. For example, in the sentence Bill ran to the store., the past tense of
the verb run indicates that Bill’s running took place prior to the time at which
the speaker is uttering the sentence. Similarly, in Bill will run to the store., the
use of the auxiliary verb will indicates that the speaker expects the event to
take place subsequent to the time at which the sentence is uttered, i.e. in the
futore. Aspect, on the other hand, involves indication of the degree of
completion of an event or process at the time of the utterance or relative to
some specified reference point in time.26

Aspect in English is indicated in combination with tense, For example, in
Bill is running.. the use of the auxiliary verb be plus the suffix ing on run
indicates that Bill’s running is going on (uncompleted) at the time of the
utterance. The fact that this continuous aspect is relative to the time of the
utlerance is signalled by the use of a present tense form (is) of the verb be.
This becomes evident when we compare the following sentence with a pa—m
tense form of the verb be: Bill was running when I saw him yesterday.; notice
that here the continuous aspect is described relative to the point in time when
the event was observed.

“l?iscussinn of tense and aspect requires division of verbs into at least three types: those which
describe processes, those which describe events (processes which naturally or conventionally
reach an end point), and those which describe states, Discussion in this chapter will be limited to
indication of tense and aspect on process and eventive verbs.
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In Blackfoot, tense and aspect are indicated by prefixes which are part of
verb stems, That is. they combine with simpler stems to form complex stems.
Consequently, tense or aspect prefixes never precede person agreement
prefixes.

B. FUTURE TENSE

Future tense in Blackfoot is marked by prefix ydak-,
following examples:*3
(a) Oma saahk6maapiwa daka'po’takiwa. "The boy will work.”

om-wa saahkémaapi-wa ydak-a'po'taki-wa
that-3s boy-3s  fut-work-3s

-
27

as seen in the

(b} Nitdakitsiniki. T will tell a story."
nit-yAak-itsiniki
1-fut-relate

{c) Kitdaksipii. "You will enter.”

kit-ydak-Ipii

2-fut-enter
The s following the future prefix in (c) requires some discussion. The initial
vowel of stem ipii ‘enter’, unlike the initial vowel of itsiniki ‘tell a story’,
always causes a preceding k to be replaced by the affricate ks. We will speak
of this phenomenon as breaking of k, and of the i which is involved as a
breaking i. For any morpheme which begins with 1 we need to know whether
that i is a breaking i or not; if it is a breaking i, then if it is placed next to a
morpheme ending in k we know that the k will be replaced by ks.?* When
wishing to represent the difference betrween a breaking i and a non-breaking 1

MBecause of Semivowel Loss (mtroduced in the preceding chapter) and Semivowel Drop (o be
introduced in chapter 14} the y of this morpheme will show up only after & morpheme which ends
in a vowel| (as in (r) below) or glottal stop.

*From this point on, where it scems useful an imierlinear, morpheme-by-marpheme analysis of
examples will be imcluded, even though in some cases thar analysis will involve grammatical
devices which are ot discussed until later. Note that in the morpheme analysis, word spaces and
hyphens in the Blackfoot line comespond to spaccs and hyphens in the gloss line, so that
morpheme shapes can be matched up to their glosses even though glosses may not be directly
under them,

For this reason, nearly every morpheme listed in the Blackfoot Dictionary which begins with 1
is accompanied by a diagnostic example in which the 1 in question i preceded by a morpheme
endmg in k.

There are other ways in which a breaking i affects its emvironmeni differently than nen-breaking
1, but these involve details of analysis which will get little atiention in this descripbion,
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in this book, we will represent the former with a capital L. So in a listing of the
stems for ‘enter’ and ‘tell a story”, the former would begin with I (as it does in
the morpheme-by-morpheme representation in (c) above) and the latter with 1.
And to the phonological rules presented thus far, we add the following:

Breaking
k—-ks/ I
The representation which involves I versus i is more abstract than the usual
spelling system for Blackfoot; in the latter, both [ and i are represented by i
because they are realized (pronounced) as the same sound. So in addition to
the rule of Breaking, we need a rule which says that the difference between

these fwo vowels is neutralized at the level of pronunciation. This is what the
following rule does, in effect:

Neotralization
[ =1

In addition to future prefix ydak, there is a related prefix dyaak "imminent
furare"” (i.fut); 3

(d) Nitdyaakihpiyi. "I'm about to dance.”
nit-dyaak-ihpiyi
1-i.fut-dance
(e) Annd pookdawa dyaakasai’niwa. "That child is about to cry.”

ann-wa pook4s-wa dyaak-wa:sai’'ni-wa’ !
that-3s child-3s i fut-cry-3s

C. DURATIVE ASPECT

The description of an event or process can include indication that it is
on-going or continuous by use of prefix 4 ‘durative’ 32

¥t is conceivable that this is a combination of the durative prefix (see below) and the future
prefi, but since mot all speakers distinguish yiak- and dvaak-, such an analysis is difficult to
defend.

315ee section B of chapter 15 regarding the vowel a:,
3Glossed as ‘not an instantaneous event” in chapter 3,
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(f) Néko'siksi dyimmiyaawa. "My kids are laughing.”

p-0ko’s-iksi &-vlmmi-yi-aawa

1-offspring-3p dur-laugh-3p-PRO>

(g) Omiksi pookdiksi dwaawahkaayaawa. "Those children are playing."
om-iksi pook4d-iksi §-wa:wahkaa-yi-aawa
that-3p child-3p dur-play-3p-FRO

Prefixes which end in a form diphthongs™* with a following i or o, and the
inherent accent of the durative prefix is realized on the diphthong; but since
the diphthongs are spelled as a sequence of two vowels, the accent is indicated
on both, as seen in (h) and (i). The rule of Accent Spread (chapter 5) accounts
for this.

(h) Oma4 sifpisttowa dipottaawa. "The owl is flying."

om-wa siipistto-wa 4-Ipottaa-wa
that-3s owl-3s  dur-fly-3s

(1) Nitadkska'si. "I run. / I'm running.”

nit-d-okska’si
1-dur-run

For verb stems which begin with the prefix a’p ‘around, about’, the durative
prefix is placed after the a'p.%

{j) Nitd’pao’taki "T work."

nit-a"p-4-0’taki
1-PREF-dur-work
Durative aspect may be used with future tense, as seen in (k):

(k) Apinikosi dakaokska'so’pa. "Tomorrow we,, will be running "
apindkosi ydak-a-okska'si-o'pa
tomorrow fut-dur-run-21

*8ee chapter 9 regarding PRO.

HSee chapter 1.

BThe combination of a'p with other stems often is a “frozen” form which is not currently
recognized as a combination of morphemes. E.g. a'po’taki 'work’, seen in (j}, is analyzable as a’p
+ o'taki ‘take’, but the meaning of the combination ic not predictable from the meanings of the
parts. In such cases a’p will be glossed simply “FREF' and the remainder of the stem will be glossed
with the meaning of the combination.




14 Blackfoot Grammar

Supplemental Material

Though it is not so-written in this book, the vowel of the durative is probably
long when in the first syllable of a word. when preceded only by a person
agreement prefix, or if preceded by the vowel i; see the discussion of “variable
length" vowels in chapter 15. The apparent inherent accent of this morpheme in the
same positions is probably the result of its underlying length, for accent assignment
rules, though poordy understood, are clearly sensitive to syllable structure,
including length of vowels.

Also, this morpheme apparently begins with y when preceded by a morpheme
which ends in a glottal stop; see example (h) of chapter 21.

D. PERFECTIVE ASPECT

Indication that an event is completed or a process has terminated before the

present or other specified reference point in time, is indicated by means of
prefix dkaa, as seen in the following:

(1) Anniksi aakffkoaiksi dkaayo'kaayaawa. "Those girls have slept."
ann-iksi aakifkoaN-iksi dkaa-yo’kaa-yi-aawa
that-3p  gid-3p perf-sleep-3p-PrRO

(m) Amo nfnaawa dkaa’paistotakiwa nddpioyii.
amo ninaa-wa dkaa-a’p-a-istotala-wa ndapioyiS-i
that man-3s perf-PREF-dur-make(AI) house-nonpartic
"This man has built a house.”

The perfective prefix has the form shown above only when at the beginning

gf(a:gpr;i If preceded by another prefix, it has the variant form Ikaa-, as seen
in(n t T

(n) Annd saabkémaapiiwa madtsikathpiviwa. "The boy hasn't danced."
ann-wa saahkémaapii-wa maat-Tkaa-ihpiyi-wa

that-35  boy-3s neg-perf-dance-3s

{0) Nikdd toohpinnaan, "We have arrived.”

n-lkaa-o’too-hpinnaan
1-perf-arrive-1p

(p) Kikddyimmi. "You have langhed."
-Tkaa-vImmi
2-peri-laugh

3 huild .
The stem for "build’ here also has the durative prefix. possibly to indicate it is the building
process wluch_ is completed. An aliemative explanation may be that all verb stems which begin
with a'p- require the durative with the perfective prefix; [ have found no evidence to the contrary.
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The last two examples require discussion. Based on what has been presented
thus far, the reader should be wondering why {0} and (p) do not begin with nit
and kit. Simply stated, centain morphemes select a short form of preceding
person agreement prefixes pit-, kit-, and ot-; the corresponding short variants
are -, k-, and w-. One must learn which morphemes, like Ikaa, select the short
forms of these agreement prefixes. Also, since the non-initial form of the
perfective prefix is shown to start with breaking 1, we need to account for the
fact that the second person prefix k is not "broken" in (p). It turns out that the k
of the second person prefix is always impervious to Breaking.

The perfective prefix may be used with the future tense prefix, as seen in {q)
and (r); note that the relative order of these prefixes is significant:

(q) Apinikosi daksikaoka'pihtsiiyiwa.  "Tomorrow it will have spoiled.”
apindkosi ydak-Tkaa-oka pihtsityi(Il)-wa
tomorrow  fut-perf-spoil(Il)-3s

(r) Akaaydakaniiwa.
dkaa-yiak-wa:nii-wa
perf-fut-say(Al)-3s

The use of the perfective in this last example seems to reflect cenainty of the
speaker.

E. PAST TENSE

This is the most complicated of the tense and aspect morphemes because its
discussion involves the area of greatest irregularity in Blackfoot:
morpheme-initial variation. Consequently, the presentation bere will be
incomplete and somewhat oversimplified. (Morpheme-initial variation will be
discussed more fully in chapter 15.)

Past tense is realized in several variant forms, depending upon the following
factors: whether or not an agreement prefix is present, properties of the first
morpheme of the stem, and, when competing forms exist, preference or dialect
of the speaker,

Past tense may be realized as any of the following (examples will follow as
(s) - ()

1. Simple absence of both the durative aspect and future prefixes,
often with placement of accent on 2 syllable that otherwise

"He will be saying that.”

¥ According to Greg Thomson (personal communication), the combination of dkaa and ydak is
an idiom, i.e. is a single lexical item with a meaning that is not predictable if viewed simply as &
combination of these two morphemes. Given that analysis, my statement above about the relative
order of these morphemes is misleading.
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would not be accented;®

2. Replacement of a stem-initial vowel by ii, or, if the stem begins
in a consonant, addition of an ii, vsually long, before that
consonant;*?

3. For a small subset of stems beginning with sV or ICV [where C
and V stand for any consonant and vowel], replacement of this
initial sequence by sayV or CayV, respectively; this is possible
only in word-initial position (i.e. when no prefix precedes the
stem). We will refer to this process as initial change. (Initial
change is also found in some imperative forms and a few
nominalized verbs. )%

4.1In the Blackfoot Reserve dialect only, there is a fourth way of
marking past tense on stems, but only if they are in word-initial
position: Add prefix nd.
For most verbs, there is more than one acceptable way of indicating past tense
on some forms from the agreement paradigm.

Here are examples of various past tense forms, identified in square brackets
as 10 whether they illustrate type 1, 2, 3, or 4. Notice that for many verbs there
are two or three acceptable past tense forms:

(s} Nit6kska'si [1] / Nirsiikska'si [2]. "I ran."

(t) Nohkdwa iikska'siwa [3]/ nddkska’siwa [4]. "My son ran.”

(u) Oma piftaawa ip6ttaawa [1] / pay6ttaawa [3]/ rdipottaawa [4],

"The eagle flew "

(v} Kitdna aasd{'miwa [1]. "Your daughter cried.”

(w) Amo aakiiwa ifihpémmaawa [2] 6nnikii. "This woman bought milk."

(x) Nitsspiyihpinnaan [1]. "We danced.”
The past tense morpheme is usually realized on the first syllable of the verb
after the agreement prefix, if any. So if it appears with perfective aspect, the
perfective prefix is affected:

(y) Oma imitddwa fikidoyiwa [2].  "That dog had eaten.”

38t is not yet clear whether the accent placement in such cases is a function of the past tense
itself, or a consequence of the absence of any prefix with inherent accent.

**This means of marking past tense is never possible for stems beginning with a’p.

““Some of the cases of initial 1i described in 2. are apparently also cognate with the process
known as initial change in other Algonquisn languages (see Taylor 1967), but in this description
we will reserve the term for the process described in 3,
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Notice also that the non-initial variant of the perfective prefix is used,
suggesting that at least with regard to variant selection, the past tense
morpheme is a prefix. This can also account for the fact that although the
perfective prefix otherwise selects the short form of the person agreement
prefixes, the past tense does not; so ‘past’ plus "perfect’ selects the long form:

(z) Kitsikaokstoohpoaawdyi [2]. "You (pl) had read it."

EXERCISES

Note: All verb stems and noun phrases needed for the following exercises
can be found in the current chapter.

1. Translate the following into Blackfoot, using the future tense morphemes:
(a) Your daughter is about to run.

(b) (The) owls will fly,

(c) I will build a house. [Note: Prefix a'p is part of the stem for “build/make’.]
2. Translate the following, using the durative aspect morpheme:

(a) This woman is laughing.

(b) My kids are sleeping.

(c) I am telling a story.

4, Translate the following, using the perfective aspect morpheme:

(a) We lp have run.

(b) This man has told a story.

(c) You,, have flown.




CHAPTER SEVEN

Four Verb Stem Types

A.SYNTAX

Constraints on the way words combine into larger constructions such as
phrases, clauses. and sentences, are referred to as "syntactic constraints” or
"rules of syntax". Such rules describe requirements which must be met when
words are combined, such as their grammatical class, morphological makeup,
and their relative order. We have already seen in chapter 4 that verbs must
agree with their subjects; this is an example of a syntactic constraint, for it
restricts what the morphological makeup of the verb can be, based on the
nominal (noun or noun phrase) as its subject.

Although there will be no chapter entitled "syntax” in this book, and the
word syntax will not appear often, rules of syntax will be met in just about
every chapter, The remainder of this chapter deals with three syntactic topics,

B. VERB STEM TYPES and STEM AGREEMENT

In chapter 4, section C, we saw that Blackfoot intransitive verb stems which
take animate gender subjects usually have different shapes than stems which
take inanimate gender subjects. The examples are repeated here:

sokid "pssiwa "be is good/nice"

sokd ‘piiwa "it{inanimate] is good”
siksindmma "itfanimate] is black”
siksindttsiwa "it[inanimate] is black"

We describe this situation by saying that the verb subcategory ‘Intransitive
Verb' is further subcategorized according to the grammatical gender of the
subject. Following traditional Algonquianist terminology, we will refer to the
two subcategories of intransitive verb stems as Animate Intransitive (AT) and
Inanimate Intransitive (II). There are also two subcategories of transitive
verbs. (Recall that mransitive verbs take objects.) The two subcategories of

Four Verb Stem Types 39

fransitive verbs are disnnguished according to whether their objects are
animate or inanimate gender, and are referred to as Transitive Animate (TA)
and Transitive Inanimate (TT).*! The selection of verb stem type according to
gender of the subject or object is often referred to as stem agreement. From
this point on, we will use this term when refering to choice of verb stem. (The
phrase verb agreement will then refer to inflectional agreement, as elaborated
in the following section.)

In summary, the two parameters of verb subcategorization, namely
transitivity and gender, combine to produce four stem types:

Animate Inanimate
Intransitive Al i
Transitive TA TI

In the Dicticnary, the four types of verb stems are labeled as vai, vii, vfa, and
Vil

C. INFLECTIONAL AGREEMENT

We have seen in previous chapters {especially chapier 4) that intransitive
verbs take affixes which must agree with the subjects of the verbs to which
they are attached. The agreement affixes which occur on intransitive verbs of
independent clauses were summarized in section B of chapter 4. The set of
affixes presented there is for Al verbs. The affixes found on I verbs are a
subset of the Al affixes, limited by the fact that the only inamimate gender
categories are singular and plural; i.e. the set of II agreement affixes has only
35 and 3p forms, and these are identical to the 35 and 3p forms for Al
verbs given in section B of chapter 4.

Transitive verbs of Blackfoot take affixes which agree with their subjects
and their objects, Notice that the following four sentences all have different
verb forms as a consequence of the fact that no two have the same combination
of subject and object:

(a) Niistowa, nifohpémmatoohpa amoyi nidpioyisi.
"I bought this house."

(b) Kiistéwa, kifohpémmatoohpa amoyi nddpioyisi.
"¥ou bought this houss."

AN transitive verbs of Blackfoot require subjects capable of acting willfully. We will see in
chapters 8 (last section} and 12 (section D) how Blackfoot expresses things like "A shoe broke the
glass.” and "The stick hit me."
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{c) Niistéwa, nitohpémmatoohpi amo(i)stsi nadpioyiistsi.
"I bought these houses."

(d) Kiistéwa, kitohpémmatoohpi amo(i)stsi nddpioyiistsi.
"¥ou bonght these houses.”

The verbs in these examples are transitive inanimate (TI). The full set of
agreement forms for TI verbs in independent clanses will be given in the next
chapter. The agreement forms for transitive animate (TA) verbs in independent
clauses will be presented in chapters 10, 11, and 12.

D. OBJECTS THAT DON’T COUNT

If an object is either unspecified as in (e) and (f), or non-particular in
reference (see chapter 2, section C) as in (g) and (h), it does not qualify as a
primary syntactic object, and the verb of which it is the logical object will be
inflectionally intransitive, Consequently, the verbs of {e)-(h) are Al rather than
TI; compare the verb of (¢} and (g) to the TI form in (a) above:

(e) Nitohpommaa. "I purchased (something unspecified).”
(f) Awaaniiwa. "He’s saying (something}."

(g) Nitohpommaa nddpioyii. "I made a house-purchase.”

(h) Adoyiyaawa owdl "They are eating egg(s)."

Objects with which verbs do not agree will be referred t0 as secondary
objects.

Supplemental Material

We have seen that there are two criteria for determining the transitiviry of verbs
in Blackfoot: syntactic and morphological. Syntactic transitivity is the ability to
occur with an object, while morphological transitivity is the ability to show
inflectional agreement with an object. Where these two criteria conflict, we will use
the prefix "para-" to modify the syntactic category of the verb. Sa Al verbs which
may occur with a non-particular object will be referred o as paratransitive *
because they may occur with objects but do not agree with those objects.

There are also two types of TA verbs. Some TA verbs may occur with rwo
syntactic objects, but the verb will show inflectional agreement with only one of
them, which we will call the primary object. Such verbs can then be referred to as
paraditransitive verbs, becauss although they are syntactically ditransitive (take

428uch verbs were referred to as ‘pscudo-intransitive’ in Frantz (1970), Taylor (1969) intro-
duced the latter term for a derived morphological class, but his discussion (p.165) makes it clear
that such a category is necessary far syntax as well.
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two objects), they are inflectionally (mono)transitive, since they show inflectional
agreement with only the primary object. The other object, which we will call the
secondary object, may be either particular or non-particular in reference. We will
have reason 1o make use of these new terms, ‘paratransitive’ and paraditransitive’,
in chapter 20.

EXERCISE

If translating the following sentences into Blackfoot, would the Blackfoot
verb stem required be II, AL, TL or TA? (If you are uncertain about the
grammatical gender of the nouns involved, see chapter 2.)

1. I'm working.

2. The tpi is old.

3. He's eating the meat.

4. 1 found the pail.

5. We bought fish (non-particular).

6. The horse is eating,



CHAPTER EIGHT

Transitive Inanimate Verbs

A complete set of agreement forms for a verb is called a paradigm. Observe
the following paradigm for TI verb stem ikooni ‘take down {gently)’. It is
divided here into two portions; the first is used with a singular object and the
second with a plural object.

Singular object forms:
Subject
number — singular plural
person
1 nitsitkooniihpa nitsifkooniihpinnaana
2 kitsitkooniihpa kitsifkkooniihpoaawa

) ikd66nii'pa
3 ik66nima ik66nimi
4 iké¢6nimini ikéonimi
Plural object forms:
Subject
number —  singular plural
person

1 nitsiikooniihpi nitsiifkooniihpinnaani
2 kitsiikooniihpi kitsiikooniihpoaayi

21 S ik 66nii’pi
3 ikGénima ik66mmi
4 ik ddnimind ikd6mimi

There are a number of things to notice about this paradigm. First, as will be
even more obvious when the affixes of this paradigm are listed separately
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below, there is a great deal of similarity between this paradigm and the Al
paradigm given in section B of chapter 4. Second, comparing the singular
object forms with the plural object forms, we see that if the subject is 3 or 4 the
two sets of forms are the same (i.e. oumber of the object is not indicated in the
verb) whereas forms with other subjects end in a (from -wa) if the object is
singular and with i (from -yi) if the object is plural. The forms with 3 or 4 as
subject form a subset in another regard, as well; they have im where the others
have iihp. This is true for all TI verbs, though many have oom and oohp in
place of im and iihp.*> Because all TI verbs show this hp ~m® variation in the
independent paradigm, we will refer to this portion as a TI theme suffix. All
speakers find p in place of hp to be perfectly acceptable in this paradigm.

Here are some sentences utilizing forms from the above paradigm:

{g) Nohkéwa ikédnima dmi niitdyisi. "My son took down that tipi."

(h) Kohkéiksi ikéonimi(aawa) dnni nitsiksikkokddwayi.

"Your sons took my tent down."
(i) Ikéonii 'pi 6misisi ksikkokddwaistsi. "Those tents were taken down.”
(j) Aaksikoonii’pa oyisi. "We,, will take down his lodge."

THE TI THEME SUFFIXES AND AGREEMENT
AFFIXES

Subject number — singunlar plural
person
L nit- -hp mit- -hpinnaan
2 kit- -hp kit- -hpoaa
21/unspec® s -'p
3 -mwa -myi
4 -myini -myi

The following points require explanation or bear repeating:
1. Theme suffix hp in this paradigm may be replaced by 'p.
2. Theme suffixes hp and “p in this paradigm lengthen a preceding

*T1 stems are listed in the Dittionary as ending in i, ii, or 0o. The length of the vowel is
relevant in other than the independent paradigm.

*For a great many speakers, this is hp~mm. So, for example, the verb of (g) will frequently be
heard as ikddnimma

“*The 21 form is also used for unspecified subject, as scen in (i} above, which is more literally
translated "Unspecified took those tents down."



44 Blackfoot Grammar

short vowel,

3. Theme suffix m in the 3 and 4 portions of this paradigm shortens
a preceding long ii. %

4, Semivowel Loss eliminates the w and y of the 3 and 4 forms;¥’
see chapter 5.

5. To these affixes are added -wa if the object is singular or -yi if
the object is plural, uniess the subject is 3 or 4; in the latter cases
number of the object is not indicated in the verb due (o the
following general constraints of Blackfoot: Verbs can agree with
only one 3rd person nominal, and amimate gender takes
precedence over inanimate gender when there is a choice.

TI WITH INANIMATE LOGICAL SUBJECT

Transitive verbs of Blackfoot require subjects which are amimate, and this
animacy apparently must be real, ie. it is not a gender requirement but a
requirement that the subject must reference an entity which is capable of
exercising will. So, for example, even though isttoiN ‘knife’ is of animate
gender, it cannot serve as subject of a transitive verb, and the following
sentence is unacceptable 4%

(k) * Oma isttodna ikahksinima annistsi ikkstsfksiistsi.
("Thar kmife cut off those branches.")

Instead of translating such sentences literally, Blackfoor requires use of the
unspecified subject form of the verb (the same as the 21 subject form}); the
(unwillfull) involvement of the logical subject is expressed by use of the
“linking" prefix iilt ‘means’ (see section 4 of chapter 16), as seen in the
following example:
(1) Oma isttodna iihtsikahksinii’pa annistsi ikkstsiksiistsi,
"The knife cut off those branches."

A more literal translation of (1) is "By means of the knife, the branches were
cut off.”

““Though there are a few apparent exceptions in the Dictionary; e.g. T1 verb sta'toksii ‘split
(wood)’; note dakssta’toksiimayi 'he will split it’.

“MThese semivowels are included in the chart only so that the similarity between the TI and Al
paradigms will be evident.

“*Unless in a context in which the knife is personified, in which case the staled requirement of
willful action is met.
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EXERCISES

1. List the ways in which the TI paradigm differs from the Al paradigm
given in chapter 4, section B.

2. Add the correct TI affixes to the verbs in the following sentences. (The verb
is the first word in each sentence given.)

a  dakohpommatoo amo ninaawa omi napayini
"The man will buy that bread.”

b.  dakohpommatoo omistsi dpssiistsi
"I will buy those arrows,"

c.  Aakohpommatoo amoyl sédpa’tsisi
"We,, will buy this chair."

d.  dbowatoo omistsi Gkonokistsi
"You,, are eating those saskatoons.”

e. dyoohtsi anniksi aakfiksi omi nfnihkssini
"Those women hear the song."

f.  ddkstoo ndko’siksi omistsi nddpioyiistsi
"My kids are counting those houses.”

g  Adpiksi omiksi pookdiksi omistsi 66hkotokistsi
"Those kids threw those rocks."”

h. maditakohkottsipikkstsi ohkdyi amoyi {'ksisakoyi

"His son can’t chew this meat.”

i im kookddwayi
“We]p saw your house.”

J.  dwa’yihkihtsi omi ipssivi nookddwayi
"That arrow is pointing at my house."
[Hint: See discussion of examples (k) and (1) above.]



CHAPTER NINE

Attached Pronouns

Certain third person suffixes appear to have a longer form than that listed in
the charts given so far. For example, the charts list -yi as “3p’, yel in section A
of chapter 4 the following example was given; note the highlighted portion:

(a) Nohkdiksi {iksspitaavaawa. "My sons are tall."

But if the subject nohkéfksi is placed after the verb rather than before it, we
see the suffix -yi :

(b) liksspitaayi nohkéiksi. "My sons are tall."

And only the form with yaawa is acceptable if there is no overt noun or noun
phrase as subject in the clause:

{c) Iksspitaayaawa. "They are tall.”

S0 it seems that the "long" form is required if a noun with which it agrees does
not follow the verb, This suggests an analysis in which the longer form of the
3p ending involves a third person pronoun aawa which attaches to the end of
the verb,*® immediately after the suffix -yi. (The i of -yi is lost in (a) and (c)
according to the rule called i-Loss; see chapter 5.)

The above example involved a pronoun as subject of an Al verb; bere is an
example of the pronoun aawa as object of a TI verb:

{d) Nitohpémmatoo'pigawa. "I bought them.”
nit-chpommatoo-'p-yi-aawa
1-buv{TI}-theme-ip-FRO

Note that because the inanimate plural (‘ip’) suffix -yi in (d) follows a
consonant, i-Loss does not apply but Semivowel Loss does; consequently the i
of -yi shows up.

#33uch pronouns arc commonly known as enclitic pronouns.
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There is also an attached pronoun for third person singular, but it is used
only when there 1s another third person in the immediate context, though not
necessarily in the same sentence. We will refer 1o this pronoun as the Distinct
Third Person (DTP) pronoun. Here are some examples:

(e} Nohkdéwa dakohpommatoomdyi.
n-ohké-wa ydak-ohpommaroo-m-wa-dyi
1-son-3s fut-buy(TI)-theme-3s-PRO

"My sen will buy it."

(f) Anna aakiiwa domi dpao’takiyindyi.
ann-wa aakifwa w-6om-yi a'pao taki-yini-dyi
that-3s woman-3s 3-husband-4s work{dur}-45-PRO
"That woman’s hushand is working."

{2} Otsddpioyisi, ksikksindtisiwdyi,
ot-IddpioyiS-vi ksikksinattsi-wa-dyi
3-house-in.s*” white-in.s-PRO

"His house is white."

The pronoun in these examples is evidently dyi, and if the segment preceding
this pronoun is a vowel, that vowel is deleted.

There are plural DTP pronouns, as well; one for animate gender nominals
and the other for inanimate gender nominals; these are aiksi and aistsi,
respectively. These require deletion of a preceding a (as in (h) and (1)), and
also require deletion of a preceding i if it in wmm is preceded by m or n (ag in
(k)). Here are several examples:

(h) Nohkéwa dakohpommatoomaistsi. "My son will buy them."
n-phk¢-wa ydak-ohpommatoo-m-wa-aistsi
1-son-3s fut-buy(TI)-theme-35-PRO

(i) Otsadpioyiistsi ksikksindttsiyaistsi. "His houses are white."
ot-IidpioyiS-istsi ksikksinattsi-yi-aistsi
3-house-ip white-ip-PRO

(j) Oko'siksi dyo’kaayaiksi.
w-Gko's-iks1 4-To’kaa-yi-aiksi

3-offspring-4p dur-sleep-4p-PRO

"His kids are sleeping.”

(k) Anni Gomi 4 pistotsiminaistsi. “Her husband made them.”
ann-yi w-gom-yi 4'pistotsi-m-yini-aistsi
that-4s 3-husband make(TT)}-theme-4s-FRO

ins in morpheme-by-moerpheme glosses abbreviates ‘inanimate singular’.
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(1) Anna pookddwa iinoyiiwaiksi. "That child saw them (anim)."

ann-wa pookdd-wa ilno-yii-wa-aiksi

that-3s child-3s past:see-dir-3s-PRO

Attached pronouns can bear grammatical relations other than subject or
object. Here are examples as destinational Goal, Instrument, and Location:>'
(m) Nitdkkawa itapsskonakiwaiksi. "My friend shot at them {(anim)."
n-itdkka-wa itap-sskonaki-wa-aiksi
1-friend-3s toward-shoot-3s-PRO

(n) Kitdna iihtidoyiwiyL
k-itdn-wa iiht-d-ooyi-wa-dyi
2-danghter-3s instr-dur-eat{Al)-3s-PRO

"Your danghter is eating with it."

(0) Oma aakiikoana itohkdtopriwaistsi.  "That girl sat on them (inan)."
om-wa aakifkoaN-wa it-ohkit-opii-wa-aistsi
that-3s girl-3s there-upon-sit-3s-PRO
Two pronouns may be attached 1o a verb, but the two must be different. The
constraints involved in such cases are fairly complex, but the following rules
COVET MOST CIrCumstances:
1. At least one of the two pronouns must reference the subject or
object.
2.If one of the pronouns is subject or object and the other is not
subject or object, the pronoun as subject or object is closest to
the stem.
3.If one pronoun is major third person (3) and the other is minor
third person (4), the 3 pronoun precedes the 4 pronoun (no matier
which is subject).
4. The two pronouns must not be identical. In cases where two
identical pronouns are called for, only one will be present.
Here are examples with two pronouns:
{p) Nohkdiksi dakohpommatoomiaawaistsi. "My sons will buy them."

n-ohkd-iksi ydak-ohpommatoo-m-yi-aawa-aistsi
1-son-3p fut-buy(TI)-theme-ip-PRO-PRO

H13ee section D4 of chapter 16 for discussion of how these relations are indicated in Blackfoor
323es Fox and Frantz 1979 for details.
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{q) Anni otdni, itohkitopiiyindyaiksi
ann-yi w-itan-yi it-ohkit-opii-yini-avi-aiksi
that-in.s 3-da.-4s there-on-sit-4s-PRO-PRO
"His daughter, she sat on them({anim)."

SUMMARY

If a noun bearing a grammatical relation in a clause does not follow the verb
of that clause, and that noun is not major third person singular, then a pronoun
must take its place after the verb and be attached to the verb.”® There are two
kinds of third person pronouns which are necessarily attached to verbs: the
non-DTP plural pronoun aawa and the three DTP pronouns listed below. The
DTP pronouns require deletion of a preceding vowel in certain cases.

Distinct Third Person Pronouns
5 anim.p inan.p
-dyi -aiksi -aisIsi
Supplemental Material

There are what could be called non-affirmative pronouns as well. These will be
discussed briefly in chapter 21. For now, we simply list them as -atsiksi '3sfin.s',
-giksaawa '3p/dp’, and -aistsaawa ‘ip’.

*¥There are examples in section 4.6.4 of chapter 20 i which DTP pronouns are attached to
nominalized verhs.



CHAPTER TEN

Transitive Animate Part 1: Direct

A, INTRODUCTION

As explained in chapter 7, a TA verb agrees with its subject and with its
animate gender object. The large number of person and number combinations
of subject and object results in an extensive paradigm of forms, but most of
these include affixes which we have already encountered above. In this chapter
we look at a relatively straightforward portion of the TA paradigm, and build
upon this in chapters 11 and 12. The entire TA paradigm is presented in chart
form in Appendix A.

B. {1s,2s} SUBJECT with {3,4} OBJECT

Consider the following sentences:

(a) Nissikikomimmawa nitina. "I love my daughter.”

(b) Nitsikdkomimmayi nitdniksi. "I love my daughters."

(¢) Kirsikdkomimmawa nitdna. "You,_ love my daughter.”

(d) Kirsikdkomimmayi nitiniksi.  "You, love my davghters.”

(e) Nimikdkomimmayini otini. “Ilove his daughter.”

(f) Nitsikikomimmayi otdniksi. "I love his daughters."
Comparing (a)-(f) and noting the highlighted affixes, it seems there is nothing
new to learn in this portion of the TA paradigm, for these same affixes are

used in the Al and TI paradigms. But when these forms are compared to the
remainder of the paradigm, especially in chapters 11 and 12, we will see that

3%The verb stem for “love’, like many other verb stems in Blackfoot, seldom is used without the
intensifier prefix ik: consequently, that prefix when used on such verbs is of virually no semantic
effect.
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more is involved here than simply adding prefixes which agree with the
subject and suffixes which agree with the object. In particular, we will see in
section E that the stem for ‘love’ in these examples is ikakomimm, and the a
which precedes the highlighted suffixes in {(a)-(f) is a morpheme.

C.1 AND 2 PLURAL AFFIXES
Consider (g) and (h):

(g) Nitsikikomimmannaani kitiniksi. "We, love your daughters.”
(h) Kitsikdkomimmawaayi niténiksi. "YEHJZP love my daughters.”

These sentences show that the TA verb uses suffixes to mark 1st and 2nd
person plural which are nearly identical to affixes seen earlier (see section B of
chapter 4). They differ in that the pluralizers here lack the hp, which appears
on the 1p and 2p suffixes whenever they are used on a verb which does not
also have a third person as subject or object. Other predictable variation in the
verb pluralizer shape is as follows: The 1p suffix is innaan after a consonant,
but nsually just nnaan after a vowel. If nothing other than a clitic pronoun is
attached, the 2p suffix is caawa (see e.g. (b} of chapter 12), but is usnally caa
otherwise (as in (h);> furthermore, when the 2p suffix is preceded by a
vowel, the o is replaced by w according to a regular phonological mule, which
also accounts for i and y alternations:>®

Desyllabification

{i—=y,0—w}/V_V, wheretheiand odo not carry accent

As was also seen in the TI paradigm of chapter 8, the pluralizers for first and
second person precede suffixes for third person.

D. 21 AND UNSPECIFIED SUBJECT

The agreement affixes for 21 as subject do double duty, in that they are also
used when the speaker does not wish to specify a subject. Observe the
following:

%Forms in which -oaawa is followed by a suffix other than a pronoun are also relatively
common, but as free variants of forms in which -caa appears.

%There are apparcnt counterexamples to this rule as consequence of the convention which
spells long vowels a5 a sequence of two like vowels. For example, d6oyiwa "he eats” appears 1o
have an o berween two vowels, but in its underlying form the first syllable of this word is a
sequence of just two vowels: & and long vo.
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(i) Ikdkomimmawa kitdna. "We,, love your daughter.”

[ "Your daughter is loved."
"We,, love your daughters.”

/ "Your daughters are loved."
"We,, love her daughter.”

! "Her daughter is loved.”

Notice that these 21 funspecified subject forms with third person object differ
from the 1s and 2s subject forms (a)-(e) in lacking person prefixes.

E. 3 SUBJECT with 4 OBJECT

Recall thal only one animate gender third person may be major third person
(3); any others must be demoted to 4. (See section D of chapter 2.} So if both
the subject and the object of a TA verb are third persons, one must be
demoted. Here we will deal with the case in which the object is demoted; i.e. 3
subject with a 4 object. (4 subject with a 3 object will be dealt with in the next
chapter.) This requires a new suffix mn place of the a which follows the stem in
(a)-(k).>” It has two forms: -yii and -ii. -yii is used with stems which end in a
vowel other than a, and -ii is used elsewhere. Examples follow:

(j) Ikékomimmayi kitniksi.

(k) Ikdkomimmayini otini.

{I) kdkomimmijwa nohkéwa kitini, "My son loves vour daughter.”
(m) Isspommoyifwa aakifkoana pé6si.  "The girl helped the cat.”
{n) lisinafiwa ninaawa pookadyi.

"The man took a picture of the child.”

Such TA forms show number agreement with their sobjects but not with their
objects. Compare (o} and (p) with (). Notice that pluralizing the subject ‘son’
affects the verb inflection, but pluralizing the object ‘danghter’ does not:

{0) Ikdikomimmiiyi nohkéiksi kitdni. "My sons love your daughter.”
(p) Ikikomimmiiwa nohkéwa kitdniksi. "My son loves your daughters.”

The same suffix -yii~-ii is nsed when a minor third person is subject and
another minor third person®® is object. In such cases as well, the verbs show
number agreement with their subjects but not with their objects. Compare (q)
with (1) and (s):

37In the next chapeer we will refer 1o these suffixes as *direct {dir) theme” suffixes.
3*Indicated as a 5 in paradigm 3. of Appendix A.
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(q) Lisinalivini anna ninaawa ohkdyi pookddyi.
iisina-ii-yini ann-wa ninaa-wa w-ohké-yi pookda-yi
picture(TA)-dir-ds that-3s man-3s 3-son-4s child-4s
"The man's son took a picture of the child."

(r) lisinaiiyi anna ninaawa ohkéiksi pook4dyi.
iisina-ii-yi ann-wa ninaa-wa w-ohkd-iksi pookad-yi
picture(T A )-dir-4p that-3s man-3s 3-son-4p child-4s
"The man's sons took a picture of the child."

(s} lisinaiivini anna ninaawa ohkdyi pookdiiksi.
iisfna-ii-yini ann-wa ninaa-wa w-ohkd-yi pookdd-iksi
past-picture(TA }-dir-4s that-3s man-3s 3-son-4s child-4p

"The man’s son took a picture of the children."

EXERCISE

Add the comect TA agreement affixes to the verbs of the following
sentences. {The verb is the first word in each example,) Be sure to add a
theme suffix (either a or ii —vii}, as seen in (a}-(p), to the stems given below
before adding the agreement affixes. [Altematively, consult paradigm 3 of
Appendix A for the correct theme suffix and agreement affixes.]

1. disspommo nohkdfksi

"You,, help my sons.”

2.  yiimat  anna aakifkoana énni
"We iy imitated the girl’s father."

3. itsit saahkdémaapiwa
"I caught up to the boy.”

4.  ohpopaat i’naksipokaiksi
"Youzp beld the babies on your laps.”

5. inakat pokoéna
"We,, rolled the ball/ the ball was rolled."

6.  dakohtookisat aakfikoana ohsissi.

"The girl will ask ber younger sibling to translate {for her).”
7.  innissko pookdiksi imitddksi

"The kids chased off the dogs”.




CHAPTER ELEVEN

Transitive Animate Part 2: Inverse

A.DIRECT VS. INVERSE THEME
In the previous chapter we saw examples such as (a) and (b):

{(a) Nitsikikomimmawa nitina. "T love my daughter.”
(b} Nitsikdkomimmayi nitiniksi. "1 love my daughters.”

Now compare the following examples; note the highlighted portion:
{c) Nitsikikomimmoka nitina. "My daughter loves me."
{d) Nutsikikomimmoki nitdniksi, "My danghiers love me."

Given that the verbs of (c) and (d) end in suffixes wa and yi (with the
semivowels lost after a consonant), these sentences differ from their (a) and (b)
counterparts only in that the verb stems of (c) and (d) end in ok while the verb
stems of (a) and (b) end in a. The portion of verb stems under discussion is
referred to as the theme suffix. The suffix a of (a) and (b) is known as the
direct theme suffix (dir), and the suffix ok of (c) and (d) as the inverse theme
suffix (inv). Verbs with first or second person subject and third person object
are direct, while those with third person subject and first or second person
object are inverse. The ii ~yii suffix added to stems with 3 as subject and 4 as
object (seen in preceding chapter) can also be considered a direct theme
suffix

Here are some more sentences contaiming inverse forms, note that they
utilize the same suffixes for person and number that we saw on the direct verb
forms in the previous chapter:

(e) Kisikikomimmoka nitdna. "My daughter loves you,,."

%A lthough its use in a type of nominalization (sec section 5.2 of chapter 20) suggests it might
be an inransitivizing suffix.
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(f) Kitsikdkomimmoki nitiniksi.
(g) Nitsikdkomimmokini otini. "His daughter loves me."

{h) Nitsikdkomimmoki oténiksi. "His daunghters love me."

(i) Nitsikdkomimmokinngani kitiniksi. "Your danghters love us; "
(j) Kitsikikomimmokoaayi kitdniksi. "Your danghters love you,."

B. 4 SUBJECT with 3 OBJECT
Verbs with minor third person subject and major third person object are
inverse as well:

(k) Orsikdkomimmoka nohkéwa otdni. "Her daughter loves my son.”
(1) Otsikfkomimmokoaayi nohkéiksi otdni. "Her daughter loves my sons.”
(m) Otsikdkomimmoka nohkdwa otdniksi, "Her daughters love my son.”

"My daughters love you, "

There are two important things to notice about verbs with this combination of
subject and object. First, these are the only verb forms in any independent
paradigm which have a prefix that indicates third person, and in which
oaa(wa)yi rather than just yi marks ‘3p’. Second, although the prefix ot and
the inverse theme suffix are found together only with the 4—3 person
combination, these forms have no affixes which agree with the minor third
person. They agree only with the major third person; note that number of
‘daughter’ is not reflected in the verbs of (k}-(m).

C. SUMMARY OF TA AFFIX POSITIONS

In addition to the theme suffix just discussed, and which we will consider to
be part of the stem of TA verbs, there are three agreement affix positions,
which we will refer to as AGR1, AGR2, and AGR3. AGR1 is a prefix and the
other two are suffixes, with AGR2 preceding AGR3 if both are present. These
facts can be summarized in the following "formula” for the TA verb (TAV):

TAV = AGR1 + STEM + AGR2 + AGR3

Here are lists of the AGR affixes arranged in columns under their respective
positions of occurrence:®0

#08ee section C of chapter 10 regarding the. jarenthesized portions of these affixes.
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AGR1 AGR2 AGR3
ki.t" Izl -(i)nnm llPr _wa '33’
nit-  ‘1° -oaa(wa) ‘2p’ -yi “3plap
ot- ‘¥ -paa(wa) “3p’ -yini  ‘4s’

No one of the AGR positions must be filled in all TA verbs, but no TA
independent verbs occar without at least one of them containing an affix. Also,
only one of the affixes in a column may occur in any given verb. As we shall
see, there are precedence relations within each set, in the sense that if
agreemen! generalizations call for more than one affix from a given set, the
actually occurring affix is determined by rule. In the chart above, the affixes
in each set are arranged so that an affix takes precedence over those below it in
the same set.

D. VARIANT SHAPES OF THE INVERSE SUFFIX

In all of the examples above, the inverse theme suffix has the shape ok.
However it also takes two other forms in independent verbs, depending upon
the preceding segment. If the preceding segment is a t, then this t plus the
inverse suffix are together realized as a long kk.%' as illustrated in (n);
compare the direct form (o):

(n) Nitsinakakka. "He rolled me."
(0) Nitsinakatawa. "1 rolled him."

If the preceding segment is an i, the inverse suffix is ook, as seen in (p):
(p) Nitiwaydkiooka. "He hit me."

This latter form of the inverse suffix is called for even iftheg:reced.in,giis
deleted by i-Absorption, as it is in (q), or by i-Loss, as it is in (r):%2

(q) Nitdkskoihtseoka. "He covered me (with a blanket),"
nit-okskoihtsi-ook-wa
l-cover(TA-inv-35
(r) Nitsiipohksisstoyeoka. "He shaved me,"

nit-iipohksisstoyi-ook-wa
1-shave(T A)-inv-3s

"This gemmination is included as phonological rule 1 in Appendix B.
#280 the o of this suffix is one of the variable-length vowels 1o be discussed in chapter 15, and
<an be represented as o .
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Elsewhere the inverse suffix has the form 315.53

EXERCISE

Add the correct TA agreement affixes to the verbs of the following
sentences, (The verb is the first word in each example.) Be sure to add the
correct theme suffix to the verb stems provided. [Aliernatively, consult
paradigm 3 of Appendix A for the correct theme suffix and agreement affixes.]

1.  disspommo nohkéiksi "My sons help you,.."
2. yiimat anna aakifkoana 6nmi "The girl’s father imitated me."
3. msit saahkémaapiwa "The boy caught up to me."
4.  aawaydid nisskdna omiksi saahkémaapiiksi
"Those boys hit my vounger sibling." (Notice that nisskina
‘my vounger sibling’ is marked as major third person.)

5.  iipohkisstoyi nitikkaawa "My friend shaved me."

6.  dakohtookisat aakiikoana ohsissi.
"Her younger sibling,,_ will ask the girl,_ to translate (for her)."

%There are at least two other morphemes which have allomorphs involving o~ &. When such
morphemes appear in paradigm charts in the appendix, they are represented as beginning with 0.




CHAPTER TWELVE

Transitive Animate Part 3

A.1ST PERSON SUBJECT WITH 2ND PERSON
OBJECT

So far, all of the TA forms we have discussed involved third person as either
subject or object. In this chapter we look at TA forms which do not involve an
overt third person as either subject or object.

(a) Kirsikdkomimma, T love you,.."
(b) Kirsikikomimmehpoaawa, "Tlove youy,.”

In chapters 10 and 11 we saw that if first or second person is subject or object,
the verb prefix reflects that fact. But the verbs we are considering in this and
the next section have both first and second person involved, one as subject and
the other as object. At the end of chapter 11 we listed three agreement affix
positions for TA verbs and said that only one affix could be in each position at
atime. So if rules call for more than one, there must be a precedence rule that
determines which has priority. We see in (a) and (b} that second person "'wins
out" over first person in that the AGR1 prefix® is kit, which we have seen to
agree with second person. Following the stem ikakomimm in (a) is a theme
fiu_fﬁx 0 which serves the dual purpose of indicating that first person is
involved and that first person is subject; the latter function of the suffix will be
more evident when further forms are presented in the next section. Comparing
(b) we see that the same second person pluralizer seen in Al verbs is in the
AGR2 position. Next we pluralize first person to get (c):5°

(c) Kitsikdkomimmohpinnaarna. "We love ynump."

54See section C of chapter 11.

**The final a in (c), like the the final 2 mentioned in footnote 17 of chapter 4, is present only ta
prevent a word from ending in a consonant.
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As the reader might have expected, the same 1p suffix seen in Al verbs is in
the AGR2 position. But notice that the English translation indicates that this
form will also be used if both first and second person are plural. This shows us
that 1p has priority over 2p where the AGR2 position is concerned: the
presence of the lp suffix makes it impossible to indicate 2p. That is, the
obligatory absence of a 2p suffix in (c) precludes any indication of the number
of second person.

The o of the 1 — 2 forms is long after stems which end in 1: so it too is one of
the variable-length vowels to be discussed in chapter 15. In the charts of
Appendix A this vowel is represented by o:.

B. 2ND PERSON SUBJECT WITH 1ST PERSON
OBJECT

(d} Kitsikikomimmeki. "You,, love me."
(e) Kitsikdkomimmokihpoaawa. ~ "You,, love me."
(f) Kitsikikomimmokihpinnaana.  "You,, ., love uslp.“

Comparing these forms to those in section A, we observe that these have -oki
where (a)-(c) have -0. The ok portion is evidently the inverse theme suffix
introduced in chapter 11;% the remaining i serves to indicate that the other
person involved is 15t person.

The presence of the inverse theme suffix in (d)-(f) can be accounted for by
concluding that in the Blackfoot agreement system, st person outranks 2nd
person. The -0 of the 1—2 forms in (a)-(c) must then be seen to
simultaneously serve as a direct theme suffix and as indicator of 1st person
involvement, as stated in section A. Discussion of the plural suffixes of (a)-(c)
applies without change to {d}-(f}.

C. UNSPECIFIED SUBJECT WITH 1ST OR 2ND
PERSON OBJECT

(g) Kitsikikomimmokoo(wa). "You,, are loved.”

(h) Nitsikikomimmokoo{wal. "1 am loved."”
Sentences (g) and (h) have TA forms which are used when the subject (the
"lover" in this case) is unspecified (but assumed to be "mind-possessing”}.
They involve the inverse theme suffix plus an additional 0o. As problematic as

581 has exactly the same variant shapes in the same environments described in chapter 11.
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this 0o is for analysis, the situation is even more complex, as we see when we
add the plyral forms in (i)-(k):

(i) Kisikikomimmeotsspoaawa. “Yonzpare loved."
(i) Nusikdkomimmoersspinnaan(a). "We jp are loved.”
(k) Ikikomimmofsspa. "We,, are loved."

In (i} and (j) we see the 1p and 2p suffixes hpmnaan and hpoaawa, as we might
expect, but the inverse theme suffix ok and the suffix oo have been replaced by
-ot+i. (Presibilation accounts for the ss; see chapter 5.} And the marking of 21
by -hpa in (k) is unique in the TA independent paradigm.

Like the p of the inverse suffix -ok, the o of -ot is null after stems which end
in t, as in (1); otherwise it is realized as o: (see chapter 15, section B, regarding
variable length vowels sach as 0:), as seen in (m) (compare (i}).

(1) Ayiimartsspa.

4-yiimat-tsi-hpa
dur-imitate(TA »-inverse-21

"We,, are being imitated."

(m) Kitdakai’stamatisootsspoaawa. "Youzp will be instructed.”
kit-y4ak-wai stamattsi-o:tsi-hpoaawa
2-fut-instruct(TA )-inverse-2p

D. TA WITH INANIMATE LOGICAL SUBJECT

As explained in section C of chapter 8, Blackfoot transitive verbs must have
subjects which are capable of exercising a will.57 So if the logical subject of a
TA verb does not meet that requirement, the following strategy is followed: an
unspecified subject form of the TA verb is used (see preceding section and
section D of chapter 10), and the involvement of the logical subject is
indicated by use of the "linking" prefix iiht ~ oht ~ omoht ‘means’ (see section
4 of chapter 16). This has the consequence that such sentences are ambiguous,
for they are then open to an interpretation in which an unspecified animate
subject is involved and the intended inanimate logical subject is simply a
means or instrument and not the logical subject at all. Note the two meanings
given for the following example:

573ome speakers allow a non-volitional stimulus as subject of a TA verb with an cxpenencer as
object: Nitsskii'tsooka Smi ataksdaksini. ‘That box frightened me.' (From Greg Thomson,
pereenal commumication.)
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{n) Amo isttodna nomohtsipohkisstoyookoo(wa).
amo isttodN-wa n-omoht-ipohkisstoyi-ook-oo
this kmife-3s 1-means-shave(TA }-inv-unspec
“This knife shaved me."/ "I was shaved with this knife."

If the object of such a verb is third person, the unspecified subject form
{section D of chapter 10) is the same as the TA form with 21 as subject, so the
resultant sentence is three ways ambiguous:

(0) Anni miistisi iihtawaydkiaawa imitddwa.

ann-yl mitstsiS-yi iiht-wa:waydki-a:-wa imitddw-wa

that-in.s stick-in.s means-hit{TA)-dir-3s dog-3s

"That stick hit the dog."/"The dog was hit with a stick."

/"We,, hit the dog with a stick.”

EXERCISE

Translate the following into Blackfoot:
{Note: All necessary verb stems may be found in chapters 10, 11, and 12.)

1. T helped you,,,

2. 1 will shave you,,.

3. You,, are imitating me.

4. We, , were photographed.

5. We,, will be instructed.

6. I was covered (with a blanket).

7. That knife shaved you 2

e i ——




CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Demonstratives

There are five demonstrative stems to which numerous suffixes may be
added.®® In this chapter we will deal primarily with the basic stems and their
inflectional forms.

A. THE BASIC STEMS

Each demonstrative stem carries information regarding proximity of its
referent to the speaker, as well as proximity or presumed familiarity of its
referent 1o the addressee. Here are the basic stems and an indication of the
proximity information they carry:

amo proximity to speaker but not to addressee

om proximity to neither speaker nor addressee

anno proximity to the speaker

and proximity or familiarity to the addressee
ann proximity or familiarity to the addressee
but no proximity to the speaker

am proximity and familiarity to the speaker

Corresponding to each of the five stems given above are what Taylor (1978)
calls "diminutives"; these are, respectively, amssto, omsst, annssto, annsst, and
amsst.* They are used for referents which the speaker views with pathos or
affection: generally old persons and children.

“There are verb stems which are derived from demonstrative stems, but we will not deal with
those here.

“The position of an apparent diminutive suffix sst in these siems supports Taylor's analysis of
demonstratives amo and anno as including a seffix 0. However, because of difficulty in assigning
a consistent meaning or function to the latter suffix, 1 am of the opinion that the present
under-analysis is more practcal for the inendzd audience of these chapiers,

i
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B. USES

Demonstratives may be used alone as free pronouns as in (a)-(d}, or as
madifiers of nouns as in {e}-(j). [n either case they take the same inflectional
suffixes (highlighted in (a}-(d)) seen on nouns in earlier chapters, except that
after amo and anno there are two imegulanties: the ammate singular suffix is
null (as in (g)), and the initial i of suffixes such as -iksi and -istsi ig lost {as in
(b)), though occasionally the initial i of -istsi may be heard afier these stems,
asin (e} and (j}.

(a) Amoyi nitohpommatoo'pa
amo-yi nit-ohpommatoo-"p-wa
this-in.s 1-buy(TI)-theme-in.s

"I bought this (inan}."

{b) ‘&aksowatayi amoksi.
ydak-Towat-aa-vi amo-ksi
fut-eat{ TA)-dir-3p this-3p

"We,, will eat these (anim)."

{c) Nohkdwa nitohkokka anni
n-ohké-wa nit-ohkot-k-wa ann-vi
1-son-3s 1-give(TA}-inv-3s that-in.s/4s

"My son gave me that (inan or 4),"

(d} Omistsi fikssoka'piiyaawa.
om-istsi iik-soka’pii-vi-aawa
that-ip very-good(Il)-ip-FrRO

"Those (inan) are good."

Of course when demonstratives modify nouns their inflectional suffixes must
agree with those of the modified noun, as in (e)-(j). For example, in (e) both
the demonstrative glossed ‘this” and the noun for ‘berry' have the inanimate
plural (‘ip") suffix istsi:

(e} Amo(i)stsi miinistsi iik4dhsiiyaawa, "These berries are good."
amo-istsi mifn-istsi iik-aahsii-yi-aawa
this-ip bermry-ip very-good-ip-PRO

{fy Nitsskiitatoo'pi anmistsi mi'kskapayinistsi, "I baked those crackers.”
nit-ihkiitatoo-"p-yi ann-istsi miksk-apayin-istsi
1-bake(TT)-theme-ip that-ip hard-bread-ip

(g) Amo ni'sa ikikomimmiiwa anni kissisi,
&mo p-i's-wa ikakomimm-yii-wa ann-yi k-ithsis-vi
this 1-ol.bro-3s love-dir-3s  that-4s 2-yo.sibl-4s
"My brother loves your little sister."
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(h) Anni otdnoaawayi 460y0'siyindyl. "Their danghter cooks.”
ann-yl w-itin-oaawa-yi 4-00y0 'si-yini-dyi
thai-4s 3-daughter-3p-ds dur-cook-4s-FRO

(i) Anndhka Sdmahka dako’toowa. "Sam will arrive.”
ann-wa-hka Sam-wa-hka ydak-o’too-wa
that-3s-invs Sam-3s-invs fut-arrive-3s
(j) Anné(fstsi miistdkistsi, nitsftokooyi.
anno-istsi miistak-istsi nit-it-okooyi
this-ip mountain-ip 1-there-dwell
"Here in these mountains, I live."

As can be observed in (g)-(i), Blackfoot, unlike English, often uses
demonstratives to modify kin terms and proper nouns.

C. ACCENT ON DEMONSTRATIVES

Either syllable of a demonstrative may be accented, depending upon factors
which are not as yet fully understood by this investgator, However, these
factors do seem to include the following:

1. Whether or not the demonstrative is being used in the first mention of its
referent in the carrent discourse.

2. With amo, om, ann, and am, accent on the first syllable may emphasize
the proximity features which distinguish these basic stems. E.g, a speaker may
accent the first syllable of émiksi in order to emphasize the lack of proximity
to the speaker and addressee of its referents. (Taylor 1978)

D. ACCENT AND LENGTH

Although accent and length are independent features of vowels elsewhere in
the language, in the demonstrative stems the accented vowel is always
lengthened, except before the long consonant of ann and anno. However,
because this length is automatic in demonstratives, it has not beeen indicated
in their spelling here. (Of course, indication of such length is not incorrect.)

E. SOME POST-INFLECTIONAL SUFFIXES

There are at least four suffixes which may be attached to inflected
demonstratives (and accompanying nouns), The four are listed here with their
central meanings (and abbreviations for later glosses): !

™invs' abbreviates ‘invisible’. Ses section E. below regarding the suffix so glossed.
"1The meanings for all but the fast are from Taylor {1978).
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-ma “stationary " {stat)
-va “moving, but not toward speaker” (movg)’*
-hka “not visible to the speaker" (invs)”>
-ka “proximity information in the demonstrative is relative

to location of the speaker or addressee at a time other
than the time of the speech act” (0.t.)

Examples follow:

(k) Amoma miistsisa dakitohldtopiivindyi,
amo-ma miistsfS-wa ydak-it-ohkit-opii-yini-dyi
this-stat tree-3s  fut-there-upon-sit-4s-PRO

"He will sit on this tree."

{I) Amoya dyo’kaawa iipdnna’poowa.
amo-ya i-yo'kaa-wa iipann-a’'p-oo-wa
this-movg dur-sleep-38 overnight-about-go-3s
"This sleeping one was going about all night.”

(m) Annd anndhka kinnahka?
ann-wa ann-wa-hka k-ino-wa-hka
where-3s that-3s-invs 2-father-3s-invs

"Where is your father?"

(n) Ad’tabkayiiniki, amika nookédwayika
a'-0’tahkayi-iniki am-vi-ka n-ookddwa-yi-ka
when-arrv.hm-1s(subj)’* this-in.s-o.t. 1-home-in.s-o.t.
nitiaka 'paisoksistotsii ‘pa.
nit-ydak-a'p-d-sok-Istotsi-'p-wa
1-fut-PREF-dur-well-build(TT)-theme-3s

"When I get home, I'Hl fix my house up."

"This gloss is in need of revision. Current research scems to indicate that if motion is involved
in the meaning of this suffix, it is not necessarily taking place at the time of the speech act, as
example (k) shows, or even at the time of the process, event, or state being described.

T"".lﬁ.cc:ﬂl'dj.rug to Greg Thomson (personal communication) the apparent use of this suffix to mark
wards referring (o entities which are not visible s 2 consequence of the discourse function of this
suffix, which has to do with saliency.

"'n-uhj‘ abbreviates Subjunctive; see chapter 19,
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(o) dmoksika isttsifksinai’kokaiksika
amo-ksi-ka isttsiiksina-i’kokaa-iksi-ka
this-3p-0.t. snake-paint*lodge-3p-0... >
"ones who (used) snake-painted lodges here"
In cemain cases demonsratives with these suffixes have a specialized use or
meaning. In particular, note the following:
annéma "around here"” annohka “now"
annama "the late ({.e. deceased) ..."
F. POSITION OF DEMONSTRATIVES
AS MODIFIERS
Demonstratives always precede the nouns which they modify (their Heads),
as seen above in (e)-(j). The only thing which can separate a demonstrative
from its Head is a nominalized verb’® which also modifies the same Head.
Examples are (p) and {(q):
(p) oma dyo’kaawa ninaawa "that sleeping man"
/ “that man who is sleeping"
(q) omiksi dnihldiksi aaldikoaksi "those singing girls”

EXERCISES
1. Given: amo ponokadmitaawa ‘this horse (near speaker)’
Translate: ‘those horses {(pear addressee)’

2. Given: omistsi mifnistsi ‘those berries (not near addressee)’
Translate: ‘this berry (near speaker)’

3. Given: example (a) of section B above
Translate: ‘T bought those (near addressee).’

4, Given: example (c) above
Translate: ‘My sons gave me these (near speaker and addressee).’

™The symbol A" is used to connect multiword glosses of single Blackfoot morphemes,

"The examples provided here will be intransitive verb stems inflected as nouns; such nouns
always reference the underlying subject of the verb. Nominalization processes will be discussed in
chapter 20.

Demonstratives

5. Given: examples (g) and (h) above
Translate: *“Those (near addressee) my brothers are cooking.’
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Possessives

Possessed nouns are marked for person and number of their possessors, by
affixes which we will call possessive affixes. In addition, and following any
possessive suffixes, are the usual inflectional suffixes expected on nouns and
summarized in section E of chapter 2. Below are some examples, with the
possessive affixes highlighted; observe that they are much like the agreement
affixes seen on verbs in earlier chapters; the major differences are that
"inclusive our" (21) is marked by a combination of the second person prefix
(kit ~ k) and a new suffix (i)nnoon,”’ a third person possessor calls for a new
prefix ot ~ w, and the third person plural possessive suffix is caawa. (The full
paradigm of possessive affixes will be presented in section E.)

{a) amo aakifkoana oksisstsi "thig gif's mother”
(b} miksissta "my mother"

{c} miksisstsinnaana "-:lrl.u'I p mother”

(d) Kiksisstsinnoomniksi "our,, mothers"

(e) kitikkaarnoona "our,, friend"

(f) anna ninaawa efohkdksaakini "the man's axe”

(g) anniksi pook4iksi o'tséaawaistsi  "the children’s hands"
(h) mitdmitaamiksi "my dogs”

.lu_ (.3’) the high]ighted 0 actually represents two segments: a prefix w plus the
initial vowel 1 of the stem. These are realized as o as a result of the following
new phonological rule:

T"The initial | of this suffix 15 present after consenants and o. Some speakers replace it by o after
consonants, - -
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Coalescence
w+i(l) = 0

The i in the rule may be either long or short, as the notaticn i(:) is intended to
indicate.

In (g), no prefix is highlighted. This is becanse the prefix here again is w,
and a glide cannot remain at the beginning of words in Blackfoot. This is
accounted for by the following rule:

Semivowel Drop

G — @/#_ ., where '# indicates a word boundary’®

Example (g) also demonstrates that Desyllabification (of the 0 in oaawa) is
prevented from applying (i.e. is bled) by i-Absorption, rather than vice versa,
or else the form would be *o’tsiwaawaistsi from E+g’tg’-I-u:ral;ulva-i-ist_;i.""j

There are various properties of nouns with regard to possession which can be
used to classify them, including whether possessive inflection is obligatory
(i.e. whether the noun never occurs without possessive inflection), whether the
noun requires a suffix (i)m before possessive affixes may be added, and in the
case of simple noun stems, whether it selects the short or long person
prefixes.®® We will divide nouns into three classes with regard to
optionality/necessity of possessive inflection, These are presented in sections
A-C

A. OPTIONALLY POSSESSED STEMS

Examples (f) and (g) above illustrate stems which are optionally possessed;
compare the following examples of the same stems without possessive
inflection:

(i} kdksaakina "axe"

{j) mo tsisi "hand"”

As usual, the first morpheme of the stem determines whether the short or long

T8 0bwviously, this rule does not bleed the rule Coalescence, which was introduced just above.

7 Actually, there is indeterminacy here, for the scquence Ciwa is often (m certain positions)
pronounced [Co(w)a] anyway. If this process, | — o/ C_w{ao} , call it Coalescence 2, 15 a
phonological rule rather than a fast speech phenomenon, (h) might arise by Desyllabification
followed by Coalescence 2.

A nother property which most analysts utilize i classification is whether the noun has an
(apparent) m prefix when no other person prefix 15 present. See section D
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person prefixes are used. As can be seen in (f} and (g), ohkaksaakin ‘axe’8!
selects the long prefixes and mo’tsiS 'hand’ selects the short prefixes. Here are
additonal examples of optionally possessed nouns which select the long
prefixes:

(k) otsistotoohsiists "her clothes"
(1) mtsisttokimaa’tsisi  "my drum"

B. OBLIGATORILY POSSESSED STEMS

(a) - (e) above are examples of obligatorily possessed stems; these are nouns
which pever occur without the possessive affixes.3? They are inherently
relational in that they necessarily reference two parties: one is the primary
referent of the noun stem itself, and the other, which we will call the relatee,
is the party or parties to which the primary referemt bears the expressed
relation. For example, the stem inn ‘father’ expresses a relauon between two
parties; consequently, it requires reference to the one who is father as primary
referent, and to the one or more relatee(s) (i.e. his offspring) to whom the
primary referent is father. Here are some other relational stems, with indication
of primary referent and relatee:

rel. stem  gloss primary referent relatee

iksisst mother one who is mother offspring

ohko son one who is son parent

itan daoghter one who is daughter parent

i's older brother  one who is older brother sibling (vounger)
ookoowa home dwelling dweller

For such relational nouns, the possessive affixes reference the-relatee. Here
are examples used in sentences:
(m) Kiksisstsinnooniksi dyo’kaayaawa.  "Our,; mothers are sleeping.”
(n) Amo aakifkoana oksisstsi dyo'kaayindyi.
"This girl's mother is sleeping."
{0} Nomoht6 too anni ninaawa ooké6wayi. "I came from the man’s house.”
Most such stems use the long form of the person agreement prefixes (unless

some other morpheme which calls for the short form is first prefixed to the
stem).

#1See the next chapter regarding the oh of ‘axe”.
#3Such stems are sometimes called "inalienably possessed”.
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C. DERIVED RELATIONAL STEMS

Example (h) is an obligatorily possessed stem derived from a noun stem
which otherwise cannot take the possessive affixes. Such relational nouns are
formed by addition of -(i)m (glossed ‘poss’ in examples below). This suffix
has slightly different realizations with different stems, and the actual form it
takes does not seem to be completely predictable. It generally has the form -im
if the stem to which the suffix is added ends in a consonant: nitééhkotokimi
‘my rock’; but with centain consonant final sterns, the i is inexplicably long:
nitohpé6siima ‘my cat’.¥> When added to a stem which ends in a short vowel,
the suffix either has the form -im, as seen in nitsisttsiksipokoimi®? ‘my salt’, or
the stem-final vowel is lengthened and the suffix is -m, as in nitdpotskinaama
‘my cow’. When added to a stem which ends in a long vowel, the suffix is
simply -m.

These stems utilize the possessive affixes, which agree with the relatee as in
section B above, but in general they use the long form of the person agreement
prefixes (unless some other morpheme which calls for the short form is first
prefixed to the stem). Here are more examples:4

{p) Nitémitaama déhkiwa. "My dog is barking."
mt-omitaa-m-wa d-ohki-wa
-1-dog-poss-3s dur-bark-3s

(q) Kitdpotskinaamoaawaiksi déhkomiiyaawa.
kit-dpotskina-:m-oaawa-iksi d-ohkomii-vi-aawa
2-cow-poss-2p-3p dur-call-3p-PRO
“Yuurzp cows are mooing.”

D. INITTAL NASAL LOSS

As will be seen in chapter 15, ope of the most common variations in the
shape of morphemes is the loss of an initial nasal when preceded by another
morpheme in the same word; in fact, there are relatively few morphemes in
Blackfoot which retain an initial nasal when not in word-initial position. So
when most stems which begin with nasal-initial morphemes take possessive
prefixes, the nasal is dropped: compare miisisiipisskaani ‘fence’” and
kitsistsifpisskaani ‘your fence'. In the first form there is an initial n which is

*2The oh at the beginning of the stemn for ‘catl’ is part of the non-initial variant of this stem; see
chapter 15,

B There is considerable mter-speaker or dialectal variation here,
" The form of ‘dog’ seen in {h} has the non-initial variant of this stem: sce chapter 15,
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part of the stem, but in the second form with possessive prefix kit*® the stem
lacks this o (The first vowel of the stem of ‘fence’ 15 long only when it is in
the first syllable of a word; see chapter 15 for a brief discussion of such vowel
length variation.) Here is an example with initial m: mi’sohpsskiiwa
‘muskrat’, nitsi’sohpsskiima ‘my muskrat’.

Almost all Blackfoot stems for body parts have an initial m.  As just
described, that m will be present only if no prefix precedes these stems. This
gives rise to paradigms such as the following:®7

(r) mdédkoani “stomach” (s) mo'tsisi "hand”
nédkoani “my stomach” po’tsisi  "my hand"
kddkoani "your stomach” ko'tsfsi  “your hand"”

66koani  "his stomach” o'tsisi  "his hand"

Such paradigms give the initial m the appearance of a prefix, which has led
most analysts to consider it a marker of unspecified possessor (often called
“indefinite” possessor)®®  However, any prefix, not just a person prefix,
eliminates the initial m, as seen in (t). This, plus the fact that several nouns
which are not obligatorily possessed have an initial m only if no prefix
precedes the stem (see the stem for ‘muskrat’ in the preceding paragraph for an
example), favors the analysis presented here.

(t) i’'ndko’tsisi "small hand”, kitsi'ndko’tsisi "your small hand"

$50f course the t of kit- becomes ts before i by t-Afirication - sec chapter 5.

¥70bserve that the 3rd person prefix w, in the words for *his stomach” and *his hand’, results in
absence of the m even though the w itself is eliminated by Semivowe] Drop.

#3See Frantz and Creighton 1982 for discussion and references,
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E. THE POSSESSIVE AFFIX PARADIGM

number of "possessor"

person of .

" possessor” sg pl
1 n-/nit-... n-/nit-...-(i)nnaan®®
21 —————-- k-/kit-...-(1)nnoon
2 k-/kat-... k-/kit...-oaawa
3 w-Jot-... w-fot-.._-0aawa
4 w-fot-...(wa) w-/Ol-...-0aawa

The third person prefix w- is replaced by m- before stems beginning in a, as
illustrated in (u);

{u) Anni maadhsi dkao’tooyindyi.
ann-yi m-aaghs-yi dkaa-o’too-yini-ayi
that-4s 3-eld.relat-4s perf-arrive-4s-PRO

In addition to the possessive affixes, the possessed noun will carry the
appropriate suffixes for its own gender, person (3 or 4), and mumber.
{Remember that any animate gender noun possessed by 3 or 4 is necessarily
4)

"His elder relation has arrived”

Here are full possessive paradigms for itin ‘daughter’ and ookddwa
‘dwelling”:

nitina "my danghter” nitdninnaana “our, daughter”
kitininnoona "our,, daughter”
kitdna "your,, daughter” kitdnoaawa(wa) “yourlp daughter”
otani "his; danghter” otdnoaawayi "their daughter"
oldnayi "his, daughter” otidnoaawayi "their daughter”

(¢f. "daughters”; nitdniksi "my daughters”; nitdninnaaniksi "our daughters”)

¥ The (i} of {i}nnaan and (i}nnoon is not present after stems ending in i, a, w, or y.

R EEEEEEEEEE——————
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nookddwayi "my home" nookddwannaani “our;, home"
kookGéwannooni  "our,; home”
kookédwawaawayi "your, o home"
ookédwawaawayi "their home"

ookééwawaawayi “their home"

kookdéwayi "your, home"
ookdéwayi "his, home"
ookééwa(wa)yi "his, home”

(cf. "homes": ookddwaistsi "his homes"; kookééwannoonistst "our,; homes"}

F. NOUNS AS POSSESSORS
A noun as possessor is positioned before the noun which it modifies, as seen
in(u);

(u} oma ninaawa ohkdyi “that man’s son"

If the possessed noun is also modified by a demonstrative.®® that
demonsirative will follow the noun as possessor; note the position of omiksi in

{v):
(v) amo ninna omiksi 6ta’siksi "my father's horses”
The demonstrative omiksi ‘those” modifies Gta’siksi ‘his horses’, while amo
‘this’ modifies ninna ‘my father’.
G. THE INDEPENDENT PRONOUN PARADIGM

The independent pronouns mentioned in section A of chapter 4 are possessed
forms of an animate gender stem iist6. They are presented here, utilizing the
same person and number abbreviations as were used in the earlier possessive
paradigms.

number of " possessor”

person of
"possessor" sg pl
1 niistdwa niisténnaana
21 — k-/kisténnoona
2 kiistdwa Kistéwaawa
3 oostoyl oostéwaawayi

HSee chapier 13 on demonstratives.

i b
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Notice that these pronouns seem to have the “3s” suffix wa and the ‘4s’
suffix yi as would any animate gender noun. Even the non-third person
pronouns will have the wa suffix replaced by a yi suffix when they are used in
clauses involving another animate gender noun, unless the pronoun functions
as subject. Observe the following examples:

(w) Niistéyi. nitsinééka anndhka nohkdwahka.
"My son saw me,"

(x) Oma nitikkaawa némohtsistsinikooka kiistdyi,
"My friend told me abowt you.”

{v) Anniksi pookéfksi iihtsspiyiyaawa niisténnaani.
"The children danced for us.”

In (w), the emphatic pronoun niistoyi has the suffix yi, apparently because of
the presence of the third person ‘my son' as subject. In (x) kiistdyi is an
"oblique” argument of the verb, linked by the prefix omoht ‘source/means’
(see section D.4 of chapter 16). The presence of the third person subject ‘my
friend’ apparently requires the suffix yi on the pronoun. Similarly in (y),
niisténnaani is linked by another variant (iiht) of the same prefix in a verb with
a third person subject.

EXERCISES

1. Given: Translate:

niksissta "my mother” "our,; mothers”

a

b. otohpddsiirni "his cat" "Durlp cat”

c. nohkdtsi "my foot" "his feet”

d. katsiniwaawayi "yourzp tongue" “their tongues”
e. kota'sa "your, mount” "his,. mount"
f. amo pdosa "this cat" "this cat’s feet"

2. The phrase this cat’s foot is ambiguous in English, because this may
modify either cat or foot; translate it into Blackfoot two ways, corresponding
to the two meanings the English phrase can have. (See discussion in section F
above.)
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3. Given the following verb stems: inihki ‘sing’ (AT), okska'si ‘run’ (Al), and
ohkoono ‘find’ (TA). Translate a.-c. into Blackfoot:

a. Their mother is singing.
b. Our, , mounts will run.

¢. The man's mother has found his dog.

CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Allomorphy

As alluded to in chapter 6, one of the few areas of irregularity in Blackfoot is
the variation in shape’ of morphemes. By "irregularity” I mean variation other
than that which is accounted for by regular phonological rules such as those
presented in chapter 5.°!  Such imegular variation is referred to as
"allomorphy", and the variant shapes of a single morpheme are called
allomorphs of that morpheme. For Blackfoot, most of this varation is at the
beginning of morphemes.

A. MORPHEME-INITIAL VARIATION

Initial variation can be grouped into several subtypes. Each of these is
illustrated below.

-1
A very large group of noun and verb roots which begin with a consonant

when in word-initial position have an allomorph which begins with I if
another morpheme is prefixed %2 Here are some examples:®

®'That is, post-lexical phonological rules. Much of the variation seen below would be accounted
for in current theory by lexical phonological rules.

The added vowel is sometimes referred to as "connective 1"

“The situation has recently become even more complicated than the grouping presented here.

E.g., for some speakers consulied on the Blood reserve, piilaa ‘eagle’ is Ipiitaa after omahk- ‘big’
but ohpiitaa afier keikk- “white’,
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pookddwa "child" i’naksipokaawa® “infant"

nddmayi  “bow" sahksinidmayi  "short bow”
pi'kssifwa "bird" o6mahksipi kssiiwa "big bird/ murkey"
Piit! "Enter!" Aaksipiimma. "She will enter."
Passkdat! “Dance!" Aipasskaayaawa. "They are dancing."

Such morphemes are entered in the Dictionary uonder their

consonant-initial allomorph if they are nouns, but under i otherwise.
Supplemental Material
A small subset of such roots lose a vowel (always i) after the first consonant, and

that consonant assimilates to the following consonant:
ponokiwa "elk" siksinnokawa "black elk™*
kiipd "ten" kiipippeo "one hundred"
kipitédnaaldiiwa "old woman" poksippitdaakiiwa 'little old woman"
See Thomson 1978 for discussion.

@ ~oh
Another large group of morphemes which begin with a consonant when in

word-initial position have initial oh when a prefix is added. Here are a few
examples:

kiddyowa "bear” sikohkiddyowa  "black bear"

poosa "cat” oémahkofpoosa  "big cat"

kdtsimi "doorway" i'ndkohkiisimi  "small doorway"”
Po'kioot! "Follow!" Aakohpo’kioowa. "She will follow."
Kokkit! "Give it to me!" Nitohkokkdvi.  "He gave it to me."
pokitapiwa "small person” iikehpokitapiwa "very small person”

These morphemes are also entered in the Dictionary under their
consonant-initial allemorph if they are nouns, but with the oh presem
otherwise (though some prefixes are listed under their consonant-imtial
allomorph).

845 ee the discussion of Breaking in section A of chapter 6.
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As stated in chapter 14, most morphemes which begin in a nasal (m or n)
when in word-initial position lack this nasal when a prefix is added.
Examples:

natiyowa "lynx" 6mahkatayowa  "mountain lion"
mi’sa "Indian turnip" Gmahka’sa "tarmp”

ninaawa "man” omahkinaawa "old man™
mo'tsisi "hand/arm" ko’tsis "your hand/arm"
Ninihkit! "Sing!" Aaksinthkiyaawa "They will sing.”

These morphemes are entered in the Dictionary with the initial nasal
present unless they are verbs, in which case they are listed without the
nasal.

Other fairly common altemnations include the following:

i~0, a~o, and combinations of these with the nasal-loss alternation exibited
above. Observe the following pairs:

imitdédwa  "dog" sikomitaawa "black dog"
Alkstakit "Count!" Aakokstakiwa  "She will count”
mamifwa  "fish" ksikkomifwa "white fish"
manistsiyi  "travois” isttsikdnistsiyi ~ "sled”

akdsni "roping” Nitdakokaa 'T will rope"

Unless they are verb stems or roots, such morphemes are listed in the
Dictionary in their word-initial form.**

B. VARIABLE-LENGTH VOWELS

The next alternation (o be discussed in this chapter is not strictly limited to
morpheme-initial position, but it is observed only in the first syllable of a
morpheme. As first described by Taylor (1969), in addidon to vowels which
are always short and vowels which are always long. there are vowels which are
either short or long depending upon their environment.

Here are examples with waanii ~ wanii "say":

A very few stems have an apparent prefix w added before possessive prefixes (chapter 14) are
added. E g. compare nottodna ‘my knife’ 1o isttodna ‘knife’ and innisttoana 'long knife’. I take the
form of ‘knife’ without a prefix to be ItodN; see the rule s-Insertion in Appendix B.
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(a) Admiwa "be said”
(b} dwaaniiwa "he says"
(c) nitdanii ~ nitdnii "T said"
(d) nimddtaniibpa "T didn’t say"

Such vowels of vanable length are always long if they are:
1. in the first syllable of a word, as in (a).”

2. preceded by a semivowel, in the same morpheme, that is not
deleted by Semivowel Loss (see chapter 5), as in (b).7

3. preceded by the vowel i, as in (f) below. Length conditioned by
the presence of the vowel i is present even if the i is deleted by
i-Loss or i-Absorption.

If the only syllable preceding a variable length vowel is a person prefix (nit-,
kit-, ot-), then the vowel may be either long or short, as in (c). In all other
environments, variable length vowels are shont, as in (d) and (e).

The direct theme suffix seen in chapter 10 is a variable length vowel: in (e) it
is short, but in (f} it is long:

{e) nitsikdkomimmawa "T Jove her"

(f) nitd'kiaawa "I hat him"

Variable length vowels will sometimes be listed as a:, ¢!, and i:.
C. MORPHEME-FINAL ALLOMORPHY

Irregular variation at the end of morphemes is far less common, but certain
patterns can be identified.

Non-permanent consonants

The variation seen in chapter 2 at the end of nouns and abbreviated with
symbols M, N, and S is the most frequently encountered. A general statement
about the realization of these abstract segments can be made:

Occasionally such 2 vowel may be heard as short, but only if unaccented; e.g. aanfit ~ aniit
‘say (something)!”

Tt is & bit of a paradox that this allomorphy rule must make reference 10 the application of a
phonolegical rule. This can be avoided only by writing the environment for Semivowel Loss into
the rule for vowel length, as follows: "Such vowels are Jong if preceded by a semivowel which is
itself not preceded by a consonant other than *."
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M. N, and S are realized as m, n, and s, respectively, unless
followed by a suffix which begins with a vowel, in which case they
are realized as @ (7.e. null}.

Here is an example of N before the glottal stop of the diminutive suffix:
aakifkoaN + s + wa —» aakitkoan’sa "poor little gir"

As was seen in chapter 2, and again in chapter 5, an initial semivowel of the
following morpheme is dropped after the m, n, or 5, as are all semivowels
which would otherwise follow consonants.

Not only nouns exhibit such variation. There are a few intransitive verbs
which exhibit an mm ~ & altemation, and the forms with mm are precisely
those with semivowel-initial suffixes. Here are some examples:

(g) adtsimma "he swims" . adtso’pa "we, swim”
d-otsiM:-wa 4-otsiM:-o'pa
dur-swim-3s dur-swim-21

(b) daksipilmmindyi "she, will enter” ¢f. kitdaksipii "you, will enter"
dak-IpiiM:-yini-4yi kit-yaak-IpiiM:
fut-enter-4s-FRO 2-fut-swim
This variation may be abbreviated by use of the symbol M:, as has been done
in the morpheme-by-morpheme representation.
In the Dictionary, noun stems are listed with non-permanent consonants
present, while verb stems are listed without the non-permanent mm.

Semivowel alternation

Another somewhat unusual morpheme-final variation is that seen in the
following pairs of words:

(i) Kaayinnit! "Hold it open!”
Kaawdf piksit| "Open it!"
(j) titsiyinamma "it looks high quality”

iikitsiwa ‘pssiwa®’ "it is of good quality”
The alternation is between y and w; i.e. the morphemes involved (kaay ~

kaaw and itsiy ~ itsiw) end in a semivowel, but the guality of the semivowel

The sequence Ciwa’ will often sound like Colwa’. as a result of the process called
Coalescence 1 in a footnote in chapter 4.
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is determined by the first vowel of the following morpheme:*®  if the
following vowel is i or [, then the semivowel is y; otherwise, the semivowel is
w.

In the Dictionary, such morphemes are listed as ending with a period ().

Diphthongization

A number of stems ending in ii or oo replace this ii or oo with the diphthong
ao before the 21 suffix o’p; observe the following:

(1) Ttapaéo’pa. "We,, went there." ¢f. Itapéoéwa. "He went there.

{m) Itddpaoo’pa. "We,, stay there." c¢f. Itdopiéiwa. "He stays there."

(n) Aakomé6paco’pa. "We,, will quiet down."

¢f. Aakomadpiivaawa. "They will quiet down."

This diphthongization is not limited to the suffix -o'p of the independent
paradigm. It also takes place with the 21 suffixes -0's and -0’k of the
Conjunctive and Subjunctive paradigms; see chapter 19 and Appendix A
regarding these paradigms.

“In current terminology, these morphemes end in a glide which ie underspecified.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Complex Verb Stems, Part 1

One of the most salient features of Blackfoot is the complexity of its verb
stems. Many morphemes. the closest equivalents of which are separate words
in most other languages, are part of the verb in Blackfoot. These include
negatives, quantifiers, intensifiers, all kinds of adverbials, and many, many
others, including numerous morphemes which would be main or auxiliary
verbs in other languages. In this chapter we will illustrate only a few of the
morphemes which can make up complex stems. We will concentrate on
morphemes (most of which are classed as "adjuncts” [ad?] in the Dictionary)
that do not determine the syntactic category of the stems of which they are a
part; morphemes which do determine the syntactic category of the stems of
which they are a part are discussed in chapters 17 and 18.

A.NEGATION

The negative prefix has five distinct forms; these occur in complementary
distribution, as follows: '™

miit- ~ Imd:t-

Used in verbs of independent clauses, if no prefix other than a person
prefix precedes it in the verb:1%!
Eﬁﬂumﬁyo'kaawaiksaawa.
madt-oma-yo 'kaa-waiksaawa
neg-yet-sleep-3p{nonaffirm)

"They aren't asleep yet."

% The symbol "~ " is used Lo join variants of a single marpheme.

"M Negated verbs of independent clauses generally occur with mon-affirmative suffixes,
discussed further in chapter 21. In the examples at hand, the non-affirmative affixes are
-watksaawa "3p’ and -hpa '1s/1s’,
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Nimdastidoyihpa. "I'm not eating."
n-Imdat-a-ooyi-hpa
1-neg-dur-eat-nonaffirm

katd'- ~ Tkatd’-

Used in verbs of the Unreal'%? paradigms (in contrary to fact clauses), if no
prefix other than a person prefix precedes it in the verb:102

Kitd'yo'kaawahtopiyaawa, daksstaayaawa madhksoyssaawa.
kdtd’-yo'kaa-wahtopi-yi-aawa yaak-sstaa-yi-aawa m-ddhk-Ioyi-hsi-aawa
neg-sleep-unreal-3p-PRO  fut-want-3p-PRO 3-might-eat-conj-Pro!*

"If they weren’t asleep, they’'d want to eat.”
Nikdtii'naayihtopi, nitdakssakiaopii.
n-Ikatd -inaa-yi-htopi nit-y4ak-saki-a-opii
1-neg-chief-be-unreal 1-fut-still-dur-stay
"Were I not a chief, I"d still be home."

This last example requires presentation of an additional phonological rule.
The negative prefix is listed as kdtd'-, but the glottal stop of this prefix is
positioned before the first consonant of the stem Inaayi ‘be a chief’. This is a
result of the following rule, which moves a morpheme-final glottal stop over a
following vowel to the next consonant:

Glottal Metathesis
V=V C

miin- ~ piin-
Used in imperative verb forms if not preceded by any other prefixes. (The
variation between miin- and piin- is totally free.)
Miinas4f'nit./ Piinasdf'nit. "Don’t cry!"
miin-wa:sai 'ni-t

neg-cry-2s(imper)

1%2Called the “irrealis” in Uhlenbeck{1938). See chapter 19, section D.

1%y 414"~ is also used as an interrogative prefix in independent clauses, and as a negative prefix
on nominalized verbs.

1%New abbreviations in this section: ‘conj’ and ‘subj* indicate affixes from the Conjunctive and
Subjunctive paradigms, respectively (see chapter 19).
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Miinohkékkit. / Piinohkdkkit.
miin-ohkot-k-i-t
neg-give(TA)-1nv-1-2s(imper)

"Don’t give it to me!"”

sta’-

Used only when preceded by the non-factive prefixes shk and 4:k '

Kitsiiksstato kddhksstai pottaahsi.
kit-iiksstat-o k-d4hk-sta’-Ipottaa-hsi
2-want{TA)-1:2 2-might-neg-fly-conj

"I want you to not fly."

Kitssfimo, kddksstai’sakssi.
kit-siim-o0  k-ddk-sta’-sa:ksi-hsi
2-forbid(TA)-1:2 2-might-neg-exit-conj

"1 forbid vou to go out."

say- — Saw- ~ Sa-

This variant of the verbal negator occurs elsewhere, i.e. 1n all environments
other than those described above. It has the shape sa- if the following
morpheme begins with a semivowel; it is say- if the following morpheme
begins with i or I; elsewhere the prefix is saw-.

Nitdakito'too sawomidoyisaawa.'®>  "I'll arrive before they eat."
nit-y4ak-it-0'too  saw-oma-poyi-si-aawa
1-fut-then-arrive neg-yet-eat-3(subj)-PRO

Kitohkottssksiniihpa dfsawonawaissikdpaoo’ssi.
kit-ohkott-ssksini-hp-wa i-saw-onawa-ssiképao-o°ssi %
2-able-know(TT)-theme-3s dur-neg-ever-rest-21(conj)
"You should know we,, never rest."
Aakssayinakowa. "It will be invisible "
yiak-say-Inako-wa

fut-neg-visible-3s

Kitssksiniihpa nitssawdGoyissi. "You know I'm not eating.”
kit-ssksini-bp-wa nit-saw-d-ooyi-hsi
2-know(TT}-theme-3s 1-neg-dur-eat-conj

Weta' is also used as an interroganive prefix, evidently as a non-initial variant of kita'- (see

note above regarding kdta’-): Aakstan'ohkaaniiwa? "Will she say (something) ™
5%¢e section D.5 regarding prefix oma.
1S chapter 15, section C regarding "diphthongization’ of the stem ssikdpii 'rest'.
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Aakssawahkayiwaatsiksi.
yéak-sa-wa:hkayi-waatsiksi
fut-neg-go*home-3s(nonaffirm)

"Will she not go home 7"

Tkkémssawohkokkiiniki nitdakahkayi. 1

ikkim-saw-ohkot-kainikd mit-ydak-wa:hkayi 3
if-neg-give(TA)-2:1(subj) 1-fut-go”home :
"If you don’t give it to me, I'll go home."

The last five examples point out the need for a phonological rle to account
for the lengthening of morpheme-initial s when preceded by a morpheme
which ends in a consonant other than glottal stop. We will call this
s-Connection a because we will need a different rule (s-Connection b) for
those cases in which the preceding morpheme ends in a vowel:!%®

s=Connection a Wy ;

s =+ s5s/C+_, whereC "’

B. QUANTIFIERS

ohkan(a)- ~ kan(a)- ‘all*'??

Omiksi pookdfksi 46hkanasai’niyaawa. "Those kids are all cryers."
om-iksi pookdd-iksi 4-ohkan-wa'sai'ni-yi-aawa
that-3p child-3p dur-all-cry-3p-PRO

NitohkaniGhpommatoo plaawa.
nit-obhkana-ohpommatoo-"p-vi-aawa
1-all-buy(TI)-theme-ip-PRO

"I bought all of them."

196This lengthening of 5 after consonants serves to distmguish t + 5 and k + & from the affricats
fnd e

%7t may be that we are dealing here with twa closely related prefixes which differ in form only
in that one ends in an a and the other does not. Compare this sentence to the next example:

Omiksi pookifksi 46hkanawaasai’niyaawa. "Those kids all are capable of erying.”
om-iksi pookdd-iksi d-chkana-wazsai'ni-yi-aawa
that-3p child-3p dur-allcry-3p-FrO

And as Greg Thomson points out (personal communication), if ohkana ~ kana is 2 morphems, it is
discontinous in that other morphemes may intervene berween the ohkan and the a; nofe the
following example in which it- ‘there’ interrupts the past form of ohkana: iibkanitaipoyiyaawa
"They all stood there.”
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Nutohkanddhpommatoo’pinnaaniaawa. "We all bought them."/
nit-ohkana-ohpommatoo-"p-innaan-yi-aawa "We bought all of them."198
1-all-buy(TT}-theme- 1p-ip-PRO

lihkandyo'kaavaawa.
ithkana-Io’kaa-yi-aawa
past:all-sleep-3p-PRO

The form kan{a}- is found primarily on nouns;

"Theyv all slept.”

kanditapiwa "all people”
kana-itapi-wa
all-person-3s

wavdk- ‘both/two’

Nitdydkohpommatoo 'piaawa.
nit-wayik-ohpommatoo-"p-yi-aawa
1-both-buw(TI)-theme-ip-PRO

"T bought both of them."

Nitdyakohpommatoo’pinnaaniaawa. "We both bought them."/
nit-waydk-ohpommatoo’p-innaan-yi-aawa "We bought both of them."10?
1-both-buy(TI)- 1p-ip-PRO

Aydkaisttsiistomiyaawa.
waydk-a-isttsiistomi-yi-aawa
two-dur-sick{ Al)-3p-PRO

C. VERBAL PREFIXES

These are prefixes the equivalents of which in most other languages would
be verbs which take embedded clauses, as in the English translations below.
Here are a few of the many such prefixes, (As stated in the introduction to this
chapter, none of these determine the syntactic category of the stem of which
they are a part.)

"They are both sick."

ohkot- ‘able’

Kitohkottd po taki.
kit-ohkott-a’po’taki
2-able-work

"You were able to work."”

1% ote that the *all’ may quantify cither the plural subject or the plural object.
1% A gain, note that *both” may quantify either the plural subject or the plural object.
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Nimditakohkottahkayihpa. "I can't go home."
n-imadt-yak | 12-ohkott-wa:hkayi-hpa
1-neg-fut-able-go*home-nonaffirm

ssdak- ‘oy’
Aissiaka’po’takiwa.
4-ssdak-a’po’taki-wa
dur-try-work-3s

The preceding example illustrates what happens when a morpheme-initial s
is preceded by a vowel. This is captured in the following rule:!13

"He's mying to work."

s-Connection b

@ — 1/ V()+_s, where V=i

vaahs- ‘likefenjoy/ be pleased by’

Nitdyaahsoyi. "I Like to eat.”
nif-d-vaahs-loyi
1-dur-like-2at

]]:g-sn‘_ aﬁ J-sh:

Nikdiksisttsoyi. "I"ve finished eating."
n-ikA4-Tksisst-Toyi
1-perf-finish-eat

mato- ~ oto- ‘gotodo ...’

lit66miihkaawa. "He went fishing."
iito-omii-hkaa-wa
past:go-fish-acquire-3s
Aakotaapinniiwa apisiyi. "He will go adjust the rope."
yéak-oto-apinn-ii-wa apisi-yi

fut-go-adjust(TA)-dir-3s rope-4s

The preceding example indicates the need for yet another phonological rule.

H2The furure prefix, if that is what we have here, has a short vowel in this position.

"23As shown in the rule, an intervening glotial stop does not block the insertion of i. See the
second example under section D.2 of this chapter, in which s-Connection b feeds Glottal
Metathesis.
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Whenever a morpheme which ends in o is followed by a morpheme which
begins with a, the o is replaced by a, as expressed in the following rule:
o-Replacement

o — a/_+a, where +ais not a suffix

Note the condition stating that this mle does not apply if the a i5 part of &
suffix, as in the following example:

Nitohpommoawa, "I bought {something} for him."
nit-ohpomm-o0-a:-wa
1-buy-ben(T A)-dir-3s

Here are two more examples of prefix mato- ~ 0to-:

Aakotéooyo’pa. “Let’s go eaL."
yizk-oto-00¥i-0'pa

fut-go-eat-21

Matdooyit. "Go eat!"
mato-ooyi-t

go-eal-2s(imp)

Supplemental Material

The last two examples above illustrate a phonological rule which creates a falling
pitch accent. Whenever a morpheme which ends in a vowel is followed by a
morpheme which begins with a long vowel, a falling pitch is superimposed on the
resultant vowel sequence. If the first vowel and the second vewel are identical, as
in the preceding two examples, the pitch falls throughout the sequence. If the first
and second vowel form a diphthong (see chapter 1), accents are written over both
the first vowel and the first vowel symbol of the long vowel:

Maidtomaiiniirsiwaatsiksi. “He hasn't drowned yer."
maat-oma-iiniitsi-waatsiksi

neg-yet-drown(ATl)-3s:nonaffirm

Afpoinidokatakiwa. "She's beading frantically.”
i-Ipoina—ookataki-wa ’

dur-frantic-bead{ AI)-3s
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However, if the first vowel is i and the second vowel is not ii, the falling pitch
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accent is assigned to the long vowel, whether or not the | is subsequently lost:

aapiniaakiiwa
aapdni-aakii-wa
burterfly-woman-3s
pazhtsdakiiwa
paahtsi-aakii-wa

mistake-woman-3s

The following example demonstrates that this rule is not bled by o-Replacement:

niipaaakiiwa
niipo-aakii-wa
upright-woman-3g

ohko- *have for ...

NitohkdooyL
nit-ohko-ooyi
1-havefor-eat

Nitohkaa'potaki.
nit-ohko-a’potaki
1-have/or-work
Nikddhkaaydimoyi poyi

n-ikf4-ohko-ayaamoyi 'poyi
1-perf-have/for-tellNjoke( AT)

D. ADVERBIAL PREFIXES

1. Manner

Ikkina- ‘gently/easy”
Ikkinai 'poyit!
Ikkina-I"poyi-t
gently-dur-speak-2s(imper)
Nitsikkinaiksiinoka.
nit-Tkkina-Tksiin-ok-wa
1-gently-touch(TA -inv-3s

"butterfly-woman"

"mistaken-woman"

"upright woman"

"T"ve got something to eat."

"T've got a job."

"T've got a joke (to tell)."

"Speak slowly/clearly!"

"She touched me gently."
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ityik- ‘strong/hard’
Kitsiiyika'po’takd. “You worked hard."
kit-iiyik-a’po’taki
2-hard-work

Tiyikssopowa. "It’s very windy."
iiyik-sopoo-wa
hard-wind-3s

péina- ~ Ipoina- ‘nuisance/frenetic/erratc’
dipoinddoyiwa. "He's eating frantically."

4-Ipoina-oovi-wa
dur-frantic-eat-3s

Poinachkomatakiwa. "He drives recklessly.”
péina-chkomataki-wa
reckless-drive-3s

Péinaa’pssiwa. "He's a nuisance."

péina-a’pssi-wa
nuisance-be{Al)-3s

sok- ‘well/good’
Kitsikdfsoka'po 'taki. "You work very well."
kit-ik-4-sok-a'po ‘taki
2-very-dur-good-work

Midtdisokdmohsiwaatsiksi. "He's not feeling well."
mAidl-4-sok-imohsi-waatsiksi
neg-dur-good-feel-3s(nonaffirm})

Tikssoka ‘pssiyaawa. "They are good.”
iik-sok-a’pssi-yi-aawa
very-good-be(Al)-3p-PRO
niit- ~ a:nist- ‘manner’
This prefix acts as a variable, with a range of values which includes the
manner prefixes illustrated above. It is used in questons asking about
manner (see chapter 21) and a type of nominalization (Conjunctive
Nominals; see chapter 20}, As will be seen in the following examples, this
morpheme selects the short person prefixes.




niiti{’poyo’pi
niit-4-I"poyi-o'p-vi
how-dur-speak-21:nom-in.s
kaanistadoyihpi
k-aanist-4-ooyi-hp-yi
2-how-dur-eat-nom-iLs

niitidtso’pi
nuit-§-otsi-0'p-yi
how-dur-swim-21:nom-in.s

maanistdipasskaahpoaawaistsi

m-aanist-4-Ipasskaa-hp-oaawa-istsi

3-how-dur-dance-nom-3p-ip
2. Degree

iik- ‘very’
liksfksistoyiwa.
iik-iksistoyi-wa
very-hot-in.s

sska’- “extraordinarily’
Isskdi’soka’piiwa.
isska’-sok-a pii-wa
extra-good-be(Il }-in.g

ssténnat- ‘extremely’ (literally "dangerously™)

Issténnatsstoyiiwa,
issténnat-sstoyii-wa
extreme-cold(II}-in.s

3. Rate

Ikkam- ‘fast/quickly’
Aflkamokska'siwa.
d-Ikkam-okska'si-wa
dur-fast-run-3s
Ikkamitsinikookit.
ikkam-itsiniko-o:kit
quick-relate(TA)-2s:1s{imper)
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"the way one speaks”

"the way you eat”

"how one swims / how we,, swim" i

"the ways they dance”

"It’s very hot."

"It's extraordinarily good."

"It's extremely cold.”

"He runs fast." 1

“Tell me about it quickly!"
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uitsiksist- ‘slow(ly}’
Titsiksistokska’siwa. "He runs slowly."
iitsiksist-okska’si-wa
slow-run-3s

4. Linkers

These are prefixes which indicate the oblique grammatical relation of some
nominal in the clanse; they generally serve the same function as prepositions in
English, except that because they are in the verb rather than adjacent to the
related nominal, the hearer (or reader) must infer from context which nominal
they link. 112

omohp- ~ iihp- ~ ohp- 'associative’

The first variant of this prefix immediately follows person prefixes, the
second variant occurs in word-initial position, and the latter elsewhere 113

Napayini nomohpiéwatoo’pa dSmihka i'ksisakoyihka.

napayin-i n-omohp-lowatoo-'p-wa om-yi-hka "ksisako-yi-hka
bread-nonpartic 1-assoc-eat(TI}-theme-3s that-in s-invs meat-in.s-invs
"1 ate the meat with bread.”

Aakohpinnisiyaawa omi sindzkia tsisi.
yaak-ohp-innisi-yi-aawa om-yi sindakia'tsiS-yi
fut-assoc-fall-ip-PRO that-in.s book-in.g

"They will fall with that book.”

omoht- ~ iiht- ~ oht- ‘instrument{instr)/means/source/content/path’
The three variants of this prefix have a distribution parallel to the variants
of the previous linker.

lihtdwaydakiaawa miistsfi. "He was hit with/by a stick.”
iiht-wa:waydaki-a:-wa miists{S-i
instr-hit(T A)-dir-3s stick-nonpartic

Nitdakohtahkayi Afpottaawa. "I'll go home by plane.”
nit-ydak-oht-wahkayi dipottaa-wa
1-fut-means-go*home plane-3s

112 inkers are often called “relative roots” by Algonguianists.

112Fur some speakers the first variant has the form imohp-, and for still others it is 0" ohp-. The
same idiolectal variation is found in the first svllable of the next linker to be presented.
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Nomohté'too Lethbridge.
n-omoht-o0’too
1-source-arrive

Némohtsitsinikooka kiistévi.
n-omoht-itsiniko-o:k-wa kuistéyvi
1-content-tell( TA »-inv-3s 25(PRO)

"I came from Lethbridge."

"He told me (a story) about you."

lihtawddwahkaayaawa omima niftahtaayi.
itht-a-wa:wakaa-vi-aawa om-yi-ma niitahtaa-vi
along-dur-walk-3p-PRO that-in.s-stat river-in.s
"They are walking along the river."

ohtahtsiwa- ‘in place off in the stead of’

Nohkéwa otdkkaayi iihtahtséwiowatsiiwal!® omi 4aattsistaayi.
n-ohkd-wa w-itdkkaa-yi ribtahtsiwa-oowat-yii-wa om-vi daattsistaa-yi
1-s0n-35 3-pariner-4s past:inplace’of-eat(TA )-dir-3s that-4s rabbit-4s
"My son in place of his pariner ate the rabbit.”

The remainder of the linkers to be Listed, in addition to their linking function,
add directiopal or spatial information. The first two occur in verbs which
describe motion, or at least imply change of location, and indicate the direction
of that motion or movement. The other may occur in just about any verb.

itap- ‘toward’
Nitdakitapoo kookdédwayi.
nit-ydak-itap-oo k-ookddwa-vi
1-fut-toward-go 2-home-in.s
While no overt nominal is linked by the following directional prefix. it is
grouped here because it can be viewed as linking location of the speaker:

poohsap- ~ Ipoohsap- ‘toward location of the speaker’

"I'll go to your place."

Pééhsapoot! "Come here!"
pdédhsap-oo-t

toward”spkr-go-2s(imper)

Aaksipoohsapokska’siwa. "He’ll un toward me."

véak-Ipoohsap-okska'si-wa
fut-toward”spkr-run-3s

"8 Coalescence 2 accounts for the o in the third syllable of this verb, Ses the third footnoie of
<hapter 14.

ol il hl =
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it- ~ ist-117 ‘there’

Itidoyiwa nookodwayl.
it-ya-ooyi-wa n-ookdowa-yi
there-dur-eat{ Al}-3s 1-home-in.s

"He eats at my place.”

Anni istopiit! "5it there!"

ann-yi ist-opii-t
that-in.s there-sit-2s(imper)

5. Aspect

There are additional prefixes which fit under the label ‘aspect’, as that term is
defined in chapter 6, Here are a few:

saaki- ~ saki-!16 ‘sqll’

Saakiftapiwa. "She’s still living."
saaki-4-itapi-wa

still-dur-live-3s

NimdAtssakidfssksiniibpa. "I don't remember."

n-imAat-sakd-4-ssksini-hp-wa
1-neg-still-dur-know(TI)-theme-in.s

omd- ~ iim4- ‘vet’

Kik4tao mag6oyihpa?!17
k-Ikéta’-oma-ooyi-bpa
2-interrog-yet-eat-nonaffirm

"Did you eat yet?”

Timidftsskaayaawa.
iima-itsskaa-yi-aawa
yet-fight-3p-PRO

"They're fighting yet."

"*The second variant apparently is used only n imperatives,

1188ee section B of chapter 15 regarding this variation in vowel length.

"."'Many speakers repularly reduce the sequence kikita'- to kita'-, so this will commaonly be
heard as kitao’'madoyihpa,
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d'- ‘inchoative’ (‘has just come about')!*

Nitd6 mai "rakd. "Now I'm convinced."

nit-4'-omai 'taki

I-inchoat-believe (cf. Nita6mai'taki. "I believe.”)
Af'too’toowa  nddto’kaayi. "It's two o'clock.”

a’-it-0’too-wa  naato 'kaayi
incheat-there-arrive-in.s two

6. Non-linking Locationals

The following locational prefixes might, in view of their meaning, appear to be
linkers, but notice that if a nominal is linked in these examples, there is an
additional linker it- ~ ist- ‘there’ in the verb.
ipsst- ‘inside’
Itsipsstsoyo’pa omf ksikkokédwayi. "We ate inside the tent."

it-ipsst-Ioyi-o’pa om-yi ksikkokddwa-yi
there-inside-eat(AI)-21 that-in,s tent-in.s

ohkit- “‘upon’
Istohkitsstoota omi akssini. "Put it on the bed!"
ist-ohkit-ihtoo-t om-vi akihsiN-yi
there-upon-put(TI)-2s(imper) that-in.s bed-in.s

Matsiwohkitopiiwa.!2] "He is a rider of a fine horse."
matsiw-ohkit-opii-wa

fine-upon-sit-3s
miistap- ~ yllstap- ‘away’
Iyfistapokska’siwa. "He ran away."
i-yiistap-okska'si-wa
past-away-run-3s
Aaksiistapsskoyiiwdyi.

yéak-yIlstap-ssko-yii-wa-dyi
fut-away-chase(TA)-dir-3s-PRO

"She will chase him away.”

lmeg Thomson {personal communication) finds that one discourse function of this prefix is 1o
indicate that the event expecied at that point in the discourse did mdeed occur.

" Pronounced [matséwohkitopiiw]; see Coalescence 2 in note of section C of chapter 14.
ohkit+opii is an idiom for "ride (a horse)'
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The next example might also seem to involve linking of a nominal, but the
nominal annoma ‘here’ is the object of a transinve verb:

Miistapdaatoot annéma! "Go away from here!"
mifstap-aaatoo-t annoma
away-go(TT)-2s(imper) here




CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Complex Verb Stems, Part 2: Finals

Ag alluded to in chapter 16, there are morphemes in complex stems which
determine the syntactic category of the stem of which they are a part. We will
designate as the Head of a stem that portion which determines the syntactic
category of the entire stem. Because these are generally referred to as finals in
Algonquian studies,'?? they will be referred to by that term here. The relevant
syntactic categories determined by verb finals are primarily the four stem types
discussed in chapter 7, ie. wansitive animate (TA), transitive inanimate (TT},
animate intransitive (Al), and inanimate intransitive {II).

It will be wseful to distinguish simplex verb stems. which consist of root
plus final, and complex verb stems, which are made up of a stem (which itself
may be complex) plus any or all of the following: preverbal elements such as
those discussed in chapter 16, medials {follow a root and usvally refer to body
parts), and finals. In each complex stem, the rightmost final is the Head.

There are two broad classes of verb finals: "abstract” finals, which only
minimally affect the meaning of the stem to which they are added, and
"concrete” finals, which contribute significantly to the meaning of the stem.
The remainder of this chapter will deal sketchily with the former type. Such
finals, unlike concrete finals, are not "productive”; i.e., they cannot be used
freely to make up new stems. This means that which finals go with which roots
is not predictable, and so the stems which have these finals must be leamned as
a whole.

Consider the verb stems of the following three sentences:

{a) Nitd-oo-yi (paatdki). "I'm eating (potatoes)."

(b} Nitd-oo-waroo 'pi amostsi paatdkistsi.  "T'm eating these potatoes.”
(c) Niti-oo-waraawa amo pi 'kssfiwa. "I"'m eating this chicken."

12500 Bloomfield 1946, p. 104,
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The portion (here preceded and followed by hyphens for ease of exposition)
common to all of these stems is a verb root.!?! Only a few verb roots can
alone serve as a verb stem;'>> most, like that above, must occur with a final.
The stems in (a)-(c) differ from each other in that they end in different finals
(highlighted).!> And as was stated above, the final determines the syntactic
category of the stem. So the final in (a) determines that the verb stem 15 Al;
consequently that stem occurs in an intransitive clause, i.e one with no object
unless that object is non-particular (recall from section C of chapter 7 that
objects which are non-particular in reference do not count as objects for
purposes of verb transitivity in Blackfoot). Likewise, the the finals in (b) and
(c} determine that the stems of these two examples are TA and TI,
respectively, and occur in transitive clauses.

There are many roots which, like the one in (a)-{c), can occur with different
finals. Here is another set of three sentences with verbs that share a common
root, but this particular root selects different finals to form Al, TA, and TI
stems:

(d) Kitd-omai’t-gkthpoaawa. "You,, believe.”

(e} Kitd-omai't-oo'poaawa. "You,, believe it."

{f) Kitd-omai't-eaawaayi koko’soaawaiksi. "Yuulp believe your kids."
The six finals seen in (a) - (c) above are all very common, and there are many
other verb finals which are found in numerous stems.

Stemns do not always occur in triples, like the preceding two sets. Many roots
occur with only one or two different finals.

Here are some verb stem sets exhibiting some of the many common finals
(finals are in bold print). The first three sets, like those above, are made up of
Al TI, and TA stems:

{g) Anna pookddwa ddkstakiwa. "The child is counting/reading.”
{h) Anna pookddwa ddkstooma omistsi paatdkistsi.

"The child is counting those potatoes."
{i) Anna pookddwa dcksiyiiwa omiksi pi'kssiiksi.

"The child is counting those birds."”

121y 45 possible that the root in these cases exhibits semivowel aliernation (see chapler 15); f.e
that it is ooy — oow, If 5o, then the finals are -1, atoo, and al.

122Eyen for these, it 15 useful 1o say that they have "zere" (null) finals.,

122 A can be seen by comparing even the few scts of finals in this chapter, the finals themselves
can be further analyzed.
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(j) Nitanii. "I said (something).”

(k) Nitdnistoo ' pa. "T sand 1t."

(1) Nitinisfaawa. "T told him."

(m) Kitiisinaaki "You are drawing."

(n) Kitdisinaii'pa "You are drawing it,"

(0) Kitdisinaoka'26 "He is taking your picture.”
The next sets are AI/TI pairs:

{p) Sokd'pssiwa "She is good."

{q) Sokd’'piiwa "It is good."

(r) Ndafyaawa "They (anim) are six."

(f.e. there are six of them)."

{(s) Ndaoyaawa "They (inan) are six."

(t) Itsimimma'®’ "He stinks."

(u) Itsiméwa "It stinks.”

The next two sets involve what are known as instrnmental finals, because
they indicate the instrument (usually a body part) involved. In (v} - (x), the
instrument is the mouth.

(v} Nitssiksipawa "I bit him." (TA)
(w) Nitssiksstsithpa T bit it." (TT)
(x) Nitssiksstakil28 "I bit (something)." (AI)

(y) Kisiipoksskeawa "You smashed him with your foot.” (TA)
(z) Kitsiipoksskshpiaawa "You smashed them with your foot." (TI)

1%This stem has a zero final,
'¥*The mm is from M:: se¢ section C of chapter 15.

128 Note that the Al final a-ki is added to the T1 final less the portion ii which is common to most
TI stems). =

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Some Concrete Finals

This chapter describes the formation of complex stems in which the Head is
a derivational suffix; i.e a suffix which changes the syntactic category of the
stem to which it is added. As with the finals discussed in the previous chapter,
the relevant syntactic categornies are TA, TI, Al and II, but also make reference
to the potential for occurrence with unlinked nominals (see section D4 of
chapter 16 regarding linkers}.

Underlying versus surface grammatical relations

For purposes of this discussion, the underlying subject or object of a derived
stem is the nominal which would have been subject or object of that stem were
the derivational suffix not present. The surface subject or object of a stem is
that for which that stem (whether basic or derived) is subcategorized (see
section B of chapter 7).

A. CAUSATIVE VERB STEMS

There are two suffixes, dtisi and pi~ipi, which derive causative verb stems
from other verb stems.'?” These suffixes are added to intransitive stems, never
to ransitive stems. The derived causative stem is transitive (unless the subject
of the underlying non-causative verb is non-particular or unspecified - see
below]. Causative stems are used in clauses in which the causer is subject and
the causee, which in all cases is understood as the subject of the underlying

2"There is another suffix which, in all the examples available to me, is added 10 metzorological
verbs ta form Al verbs: :

(i} Isopdmssfaawa "He made the wind blow."”
(i) Nitdakssotamssiaa "T'll make it rain."”
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non-causative clause, is the primary object. For example, in (a) first person
singular is the causer, and hence subject, and ‘my daughter’ is the causee, and
hence primary object.

{a) Nitsspiyittsaawa mnitdna. "] made my daughter dance."
nit-ihpiyi-dttsi-a;-wa  n-itin-wa
1-dance( Al)-cause-dir-3s my-da-3s

Here are more examples of the two causative suffixes:
(b) Kisé'kdittsaayaawa. "You put them to sleep.”

kit-Iokaa-dnsi-a:-yi-aawa
2-sleep(Al)-cause-dir-3p-PRO

{c) Nitddkska'siipicoka. "He makes me run."
nit-d-okska'si-ipi-ok-wa
1 -dur-run( Al)-cause-inv-3s

(d) Kitso'kddpiaayaawa "You put them to sleep.”
kit-lo'kaa-pi-a:-yi-aawa
2-sleep( Al)-cause-dir-3p-PRO

The limitation that these two causative suffixes are added to infransitive
stems is a morphological property of the causative suffixes themselves, not a
consequence of their meaning. So they may be used whether or not the
underlying non-causative clause has an object. However, if there is an
underlying object, it will be a surface secondary object:

(e) Nitohpomma4rtsaawa nohkéwa omiksi dpotsskinaiksi.

nit-ohpommaa-dttsi-a:-wa n-ohkd-wa om-iksi dpotskinaa-iks
1-buy(Al}-cause-dir-3s my-son-3s that-3/4p cow-3/4p
"I made my son buy those cows."

Notice that the verb agrees with ‘son, ' as primary object, not with the
underlying object, ‘those cows‘,P', which is the surface secondary object.

Supplemental Material
If the underlying subject of the stem is non-particular or unspecified, in which
case il cannot be a surface primary object (see section C of chapter 7), the causative
verb stem must be made intransitive by addition of the final aki,'>" which forms
Al verbs:

130450 sean in (d), (g), (m), and (x) of chapter 17.
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(f) Nitohpommaartsaaki (aakiikoai) napayini. "I caused (girl) buying of bread.”

nit-ohpommaa-attsi-a:kd (aakiikoaN-i) napayin-i

1-buy{AT}-cause-fin{ AT} (girl-nonpartic) bread-nonpartic

We stated ahove that the causative finals are always added to intrangitive stems.
While this is true, the stem lo which they are added is not always the usual
intransitive stem. For example, the regular AT stem for ‘beckon, make signs’ 1s
a'psstaki: yet the stem fo which the causative suffixes are added is a'psstoyi, as
seen in (g) and (h}:

{(g) A'psstoyittsiyiiwayi. "He made him talk sign langnage.”
a'psstoyi-dttsi-yii-wa-ayi
makesigns-cause- 3:4-35-PRO

(h) A'psstoyiipiyiiwayi. "He mads him talk sign language.”

a’pastoyi-ipi-yii-wa-ayi
makeMsigns-cause-3:4-3s-FRO

B. BENEFACTIVE VERB STEMS

Transitive stems which have a benefactee as primary object are derived from
other stems by addition of one of two suffixes: -0 and -mo ~omo. Though the
facts are complicated (see Taylor 1969, section 670 and 694), the following
rough summary of their distribution may be of value.

The first of the two benefactive suffixes (-0) seems to be added to verb roots;
compare the following non-benefactive and benefactive sentence pairs:

(j) 1. Tihpémmaawa onnikdii. "He bought milk."
ithpomm-aa-wa énnikiS-i
 buy-AI-3s milk-nonpartic
2. Lihpémmoyiiwdyi dnnikii "He bought milk for her.”

ithpomm-o-yil-wa-ayi onnikiS-i
buy-ben(TA)-dir-3s-PRO milk-nonpartic

(k) 1. Nitsskiitatoo'piaawa. "[ baked them."
nit-ihkiit-watoo-"p-yi-aawa
1-bake-TI-theme-ip-PRO

2, Nitsskutoawaistsi nitina. "1 baked them for my daughter."
mit-ihkiit-0-a:-wa-aistsi n-itin-wa
1-bake-ben(TA)}-dir-3s-PRO |-daughter-3s
For all benefactives, an underlying object (if any) will be the surface
secondary object. So the pronoun for the baked items, which is the primary
object in 1. of (k), is the secondary object in 2.
The suffix -mo ~omo is usually added to transitive stems (mo after vowels,
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omo after consonants); in pai'tiwlar, it is added to what generally appear m_be
TA stems, as illustrated in the following examples of TA and benefactive

pairs:

(1) 1. K6ta'siksi nitsifyissksipistayaawa. "I tied up your horses.”
k-ota's-iksi nit-ii-yIssksipist-a:-yi-aawa
2-mount-3p 1-past-tie*up(TA)-dir-3p-PRO
2. Nitsiiyissksipistomoawa nitdkkaawa 6ta’siksi.
nit-ii-yIssksipist-omo-a:-wa n-itdkkaa-wa w-ota’s-iksi
1-past-tie-ben(TA )-dir-3s 1-partner-3s 3-mount-4p
"] tied his horses up for my parmer.”

Observe that in 1. of (1) the being which is ded up is the primary object,
while in 2. it is the secondary object.

(m) 1. Anna ponokédwa kitdaksinnootatawaatsiksi?
ann-wa ponok4-wa kit-ydak-Innootat-a:-waatsiksi
that-3s elk-3s 2-fut-butcher(TA)-dir-3s(nonaffirm)
"Will you butcher that elk?"

2. Kitdaksinnootatomookihpaatsiksi? "Will you butcher him for me?”
kit-ydak-Innootat-omo-o:k-i-hp-waatsiksi
2-fut-butcher-ben(TA -inv-2:1-nonaffirm-PRO

Supplemental Material

There are many cases where the suffix -mo—~omo is added to other than the TA
stem. E.g.. in the following example, it is added to the Al stem, less what looks like
the AT final aa; but we cannot say -omo is added to a root in this case, for the
corresponding TA stem (sstaahka), which presumably is based on the same roet,
lacks the ht portion:

{n) 1. Afsstaahkahtaawa

&-sstaahkahtaa-wa
suckle( Al}-3s

2. Nitsstaghkahtomoka nitsssitsimaani.
nit-sstaahkaht-omo-otk-wa nit-ssitsimaan-yi

1-suckle-ben(TA ) inv-3s 1-baby-4s
And it ie not clear what stem the benefactive suffix is attached to in 3. of (o);
compare the stems of 1. and 2.:

"She is nursing.”

"She nursed my baby for me.”
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(o) 1. Nitdaksipiiksaawa,
nit-yaak-Ipiikl-a:-wa
1-fut-chop({TA)-dir-35

"I will chop it (animate gender),"

2. Nitdaksipiiksii'pa.
nit-yaak -IpiikIl- 'p-wa
1-fut-chop(TI}-theme-3s

3. Kitdaksipiiksdomoo,

“T'will chop it (inanimate gender).”

"1 will chop (wood) for you.”

C. ACCOMPANIMENT VERB STEMS

Another final which, like the causative finals of section A, is always added
to an intransitive verb stem, is the accompaniment suffix -;m. (The colon here
represents the fact that this suffix causes lengthening of a preceding shon
vowel) Unique to this final,'3! however, is that it requires preverbal element
ohpok- on the same verb. The resulting stem is transitive animate, and both its
subject and primary object are understood as logical subjects of the underlying
verb. For example, to animate intransitive stem a’po’taki ‘work’ there
corresponds TA stem chpoka'po’takiim ‘work with'. So in the following
example, both the surface subject nitina and the surface primary object
nohkdyi are understood as participating in some work, but the sentence
additionally includes the information that nitdna has initiated the
accompaniment of nohkéyi in the work. 132

(p) Nitina iihpokd'po takiimiiwa nohkdyi.
n+itdn+wa iihpok-+a’po’takd+:m+yii-wa n-ohko-vi
1-daughter-3s past:accomp-work(AI}-TA-3:4-3s5 1-son-ds
"My danghter worked with my son."

Here are more examples of this construction:

(g) Nitohpokohto’toomaw ami nitohkiimaana Omahkoyisi.
nit-ohpok-oht-0’too-mm'a:*wa am-wa nit-ohkiimaan-wa omahk-oyiS-yi
1-accomp-source-arrive-TA "dir'3s this-3s 1-wife-3s big-lodge-in.s
"I arrived from Edmonton with my wife."

" Here T am assuming that the suffix -im seen here should not be identified with the TA final
-m seen in stems such as i'sckaam 'fight'(TA); o 1'tsskaa “fight"( A}

132 Actually. the situation is not this clear. The motivation for choosing which member of the set
understood a8 underlying subject to make the surface subject is as subtle as the choice made by
English speakers utilizing the English equivalents of such Blackioot sentences.
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(r) Nitohpokihpiyiimoka oma aakifkoana.
nit-ohpok-ihpiyi-:m-o0:k-wa om-wa aakiikoaN-wa
1-accomp-dance-TA-inv-3s that-3s-girl-3s
"That girl danced with me."

An underlying object of the verb will be a surface secondary object, as
illustrated in (s), where omi daattsistaayi is the secondary object:

(s) Anna nohkéwa, nitohpoksoyiimaawa omi daattsistaavi.

“T ate that rabbit with my son.”
ann-wa n-ohko-wa nit-ohpok-Ioyi-:m-a:-wa om-yi 4aartsistaa-yi
that-3s 1-son-3s 1-accomp-eat-TA-dir-3s that-4s rabbit-4s

D. REFLEXIVE VERB STEMS

Addition of final -o:hsi to TA stems produces Al stems which describe
actions in which the subject of the resultant Al verb is understood as both
underlying subject and underlying object. (See section B of chapter 15
regarding variable length vowels such as ¢:.) For example, the subject of () i8
understood as both the one who did the shooting and the one who was shot:

{t) Isskondkatohsiwa. "He shot himself.”

i-sskondkat-o:hsi-wa
past-shoot(’I‘A]-reﬂ{AI)-Ss

Here are more examples:
{u) Nitdinoohsspinnaan.
nit-4-Ino-o:hsi-hpinnaan
1-dur-see(TA)-refl{ AT}-1p
(v) Oma imitddwa siiksfpohsiwa.

om-wa imitds-wa siiksip-o:hsi-wa
that-3s-dog-3s past:hitet'I'A}-reﬂ(AI}-Ss

"We ,, see ourselves.”

"That dog bit himself."

{w) Sstsipisoohsit! "Punish (whip) yourself!"
sstsipfsi-o:hsi-t
whip({T A)-refl{ AT)-2s(imper)

E. RECIPROCAL VERB STEMS

Addition of the final -o:tsiiyi ~-tsiiyi to TA stems forms AI stems which
describe reciprocal action between members of a set as subject. (The variant
without initial o: occurs after stems ending in t.) So, for example, each of the
horses mentioned in (x) is understood to both bite and be bitten by at least one
of the other horses.
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(x) Omiksi ponokddmitaiksi disiksipotsiiyiyvaawa.
om-iksi ponokadmitaa-iksi 4-siksip-o:tsiiyi-yi-aawa
that-3p horse-3p dur-bite(TA)-recipr(Al}-3p-FRO
"Those horses are biting each other.”

(y) Anniksi kitdmitaamiksi 4issdaksi nitisiiyiyaawa.
ann-iksi kit-omitaam-iksi d-ssdak-I'nit-tsiivi-vi-aawa
those-3p 2-dog-3p dur-try-kill{TA)-recipr(Al)-3p-PRO
"Your dogs are trying to kill each other,"

There is al.so aTA re-:iprocal final -o:tsiim ~ -tsiim, used apparently when the
speaker wishes to ascribe responsibility for initiating the reciprocal action to

one party, which is then the subject of the TA verb:

(z) Otdwda’psskansiimoka nohkéwa 6mi ninaayi.
ot-d-wia'psskat-1siim-ok-wa n-ohké-wa ninaa-yi
3-dur-bet(TA)-recipr(TA)-inv-3s 1-50n-35 man-4s

"That man is betting my son."

F. DENOMINAL VERBS

There are finals which form verbs when added to noun stems. Four are

presented here.

-wa'si ‘become, turn into’

Aa_kliikoana'siwa "She turmed into a girl."
aakiikoaN-wa’si-wa

girl-become-3s
nitohkiddyowa’si "I became enraged

nit-ohkiddyo-wa'si
1-bear-become

-hkaa ~ -Thkaa ‘acquire’

(1it: I became a bear)"

Timifthkaayaawa. "They fished
iimii-hkaa-vi-aawa (lit: acquired fish)."
past:fish-acquf Al)-3p-PRO

Nitsinddnsskaa. "I got something."
mit-inaan-Thkaa

1-possession-acqu{ AT}

Nitsfitsikiihkaa. "T got shoes”
mit+itsitsikiN+lhkaa

1-past:shoe-acqu(AT)

I I

[
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-hko ~ -Thko ‘provide for’
This is the transitive animate counterpart to the preceding final.

Nitsinddnsskoayaawa. "] got something for them."
nit-inaan-Ihko-a:-yi-aawa

1-possession-provide(TA}-dir-3p-PRO

-Yi - -g Lk‘ 3 i
As stated in section D of chapter 4, the null allomorph of this suffix is used
only with a third person subject in an independent clause.

Kitafnayvihpoddwa? "Are you chiefs?"
kit-4-Ina ' .yi-hpoaawa
2-dur-chief-be-2p(nonaffirm)

Ninaawa. "He is a man/chief."
ninaa-&J-aawa
man/chief-be-3s

Ikkaminayisi, nomohtsifksipisatsitaki.
ikkam-Ina-yi-si n-omoht-iik-Ipisatsi‘taki
if-chief-be-3(subj) 1-means-very-amazed
"If be's a chief, I'm amazed."

13 e stems for ‘chief” and ‘man’ both have allomorphs which end in a short vowel when

followed by a non-null derivational suffix.

CHAPTER NINETEEN

Other Verb Paradigms

The verb paradigms which have been presented thus far are used only in
independent (main) clauses. This chapter describes verb forms used in
subordinate clauses (sections A and B) and in commands (section C),

There are two sets of verb paradigms wsed in subordinate clauses, the
Conjunctive'>? and the Subjunctive. As will be illustrated below, which of
these two sets of paradigms is used in a dependent clause is determined by the
content of that clause, the Subjunctive appearing in what can be charactenzed
as clauges which are "presumptive” or "conditional” in meaning.

The Conjunctive paradigm set is the simpler to describe in that it is closely
related to the set of verb paradigms in independent clauses. which have been
presented in earlier chapters. Roughly, the Conjunctive paradigms differ from
the corresponding Independent paradigms by the presence of an hs and a suffix
yi. The hs immediately follows the verb stem in Al and II stems; in TA and TI
verbs it follows the theme suffix. The suffix yi is last in the verb, preceded by
any agreement suffixes. Another significant difference is that third person is
marked by a prefix ot ~ w.

The Subjunctive paradigms show more extensive differences from the
Independent paradigms, including the lack of person prefixes. Both the
Conjunctive and the Subjunctive paradigm sets lack distinctive suffixes for
minor third person.

Each paradigm from each set is exemplified in the next two sections of this
chapter. The complete paradigms are presented in Appendix A.

#2Called the Conjunct in carlier works such as Frantz 1971,
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A. THE CONJUNCTIVE PARADIGMS

Clauses which call for verb forms from this set are the following:!>*

1. Temporal clauses of past occurrence; note that the verb contains
prefix 4', glossed ‘inchoat(ive)’:

(a) ftyu'kaawa nitdi"to 'toohsi.
i-lo’kaa-wa  nit-4’-it-0't00-hs-yi _
dur-sleep(Al)-3s 1-inchoat-there-arrive(Al}-conj-conj
"He was asleep when I got there."

{b) Nitdisskskammawa kitd'waawaydkiyssi. _
nit-4-sskskamm-a:-wa kit-4’-wa:wayaki-yi-hs-y1 .
1-dur-watch(TA)-dir-3s 2-inchoat-hit(TA)-inv-conj-con)
"] was watching over her when she hit you.”

2. Purpose clauses; the Conjunctive verb includes prefix dahk
‘non-factive', 136 and the verb of the independent clause in such
cases usually includes the ‘means/source’ oblique linker iiht- ~
oht- ~ -omoht [see chapter 16]:

(c) Nomoht6'too kidhksspommookssoaayi. _
n-omoht-0’too k-ddhk-sspomme-0:k-i-hs-oaa-y1 )
1-source-arrive(Al) 2-might-help(TA)-inv-1-conj-2p-conj
"I came for you,, to help me."

{d) Kitdakohtsstsisdéhpa kﬁhkitidhplommaahsi? _
kit-ydak-oht-ihtsisoo-hpa  k-#4hk-it-4-ohpommaa-hs-yi
2-fut-source-go*town-nonaff 2-might-there-dur-buy-conj-con)
"Are you going to town to shop?”

3, Embedded clauses:

a. As subject:

(e) fikssoka’piiwa otafsootaahsi. "It’s good that it is raining."
iik-soka’pii-wa ot-d-sootaa-hs-yi
very-good(ATI)-in.s 3-dur-rain(II}-conj-conj

125'cn:rrlj' abbreviates *Conjunctive’.

1% The prefix 44hk ‘non-factive’ appears here with the short allomorphs of the person agresment
prefixes {see chapter 6, section D). For many speakers on the Blood Reserve this morpheme
selects the Tong allomorphs,
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b. As primary object:

(f) Nitssksinii'pa kitséwatoohsoaayi. "I know you ate it.”
mt-ssksin-'p-wa kit-lowatoo-hs-oaa-yi
l-know(TI}-theme-in.s 2-eat(TI)-conj-2p-conj

¢. As secondary object:

(g) Nitdnikkoowa kitsikikomimmahsi nitdna.
nit-wa:nlt-k-powa kit-ik-akomimm-a:-hs-yi n-itdn-wa
1-tell(TA )-inv-unspec 2-very-love(TA)-dir-conj-conj 1-da.-3s
"I was told that you love my daughter.”

(h) limdi"takiyaawa kitd'pistotsi'si dmoyi.
iimai’taki-yi-aawa kit-d pistotsi-"s-yi amo-yi
pst:believe(Al}-3p-PRO 2-make(TT)-conj-conj this-in.s!?3
"They believed that you made this."

d. As complement of ‘want’; observe that ifhk is used here as
well:

(i} Nitstksstaa nddhksoyssi.
mit-ik-sstaa n-ddhk-loyi-hs-yi
l-very-want{AT) 1-might-eat{Al)-conj-conj

e. Ag linked oblique, especially as non-suppositional cause of a
main clause consequent; observe that in {j) and (k) the
consequent contains the ‘source’ obligue linker:

(j) Nitsikohtaahsi'taki kikdd’toohsi.
nit-ik-oht-yaahs-i'tald  k-ikdd-o too-hs-yi
I-very-source-good-feel(Al) 2-perf-arrive{Al)-conj-conj
"I'm glad that you have arrived."

"I want to eat."”

(k) Iihtokf'takiyaawa nikdéowatoohsinnaani
iiht-ok-i’taki-yi-aawa n-ikdd-oowatoo-hs-innaan-yi
source-bad-feel-3p-PRO 1-perf-eat(T1}-conj-1p-conj

otsskiftaanoaawaistsska.
ot-ihkiitaa-n-oaawa-istsi-hka
3-bake(Al)-nom-3p-ip-invs

"They are angry because we have eaten their pastries.”

1% A colon is used in glosses when more than one categary is represented in a single morpheme.

A e
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B. THE SUBJUNCTIVE PARADIGMS
Clauses which call for verb forms from this set are the following:'**

1. Suppositional antecedent (an "if" clause) for a consequent expressed as the
main clause; the Subjunctive verb in such clauses will usually have prefix
ikkam “if":
(1) Ikkamdyo'kainoainiki, nitdakahkayi. .
ikkam-4-yo'kaa-inoainiki mit-ydak-wa:hkayi
if-dur-sleep( AT)-2p{subj) l-ﬁn-gaf‘:lr:mm
“If you,,, are sleeping, I'll go home.

(m) Ikkaminimmiinnaaniki, uitﬁaksowamc’pimqana.
ikkam-Ini-mmiinnaaniki nit-yiak-lowatoo-'p-innaan-wa
if-see(TT)1p(subj) 1-fut-eat(TT)-theme-1p-1n.s
"I we see it, we'll eat it."

(m) Ikkdmssawohkdkkiiniki, annfhka ninnahka Aakssko'tsimayi, _ _
ikkam-saw-ohkot-kiiniki ann-wa-hka n-inn-wa-hka yéak-ssk-o'tsi-m-wa-dyi
if- i A)-2s: 1p(subj) this-3s-invs 1-fa-3s-invs fut-back-take(TI)-
RN L theme-3s-FRO

"If you don’1 give it to me, my father will take it back.”

2. Temporal ("when"} clauses which refer to the future; most make use of lhc
inchoative prefix a’ in the subordinate clause, and the time linker it in the main
clause:

(0) Aé'tooyiniki dakitsoyo’pa.
a'-0'too-yiniki!?® y4ak-it-Toyi-o’pa
inchoat-arrive( AD)-15/2s(subj) fut-then-eat(AI)-21
"When you/l arrive, (then) we’ll eat.”

(p) Ai’sG6taasi, fakitsipiimmiaawa.
a’-sootaa-si'%C ydak-it-IpiiM:-yi-aawa
inchoat-rain(IT)-in.s(subj) fut-then-enter-3p-PRO
"When it rains, they will go in.”

136New abbreviations here include *subj’ for ‘Subjunctive’.

13 Two glottal stops together (as a result of Glottal Metathesis) are reduced to one. See
Appendix B., where this is captured by Glotal Reduction.

140, Connection, which would insert an i before the s of the suffix si, does not apply. Eviﬁl:nﬂy
this insertion is blocked before suffixes; see the revised version of s-Connection b in Appendix B.
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Iterative temporal antecedent clauses make use of preverb ihkan~kan ‘all’,
and if the main clawse verb describes a process, it has the durative prefix:
{q) Kandisootaasi, itdfpiimma.
kan-d-ispotaa-si i1-4-IpiiM:-wa
all-dur-rain{I1}- 3s(subj) then-dur-enter-3s
"Whenever it rains, he goes in.”

C. THE IMPERATIVE PARADIGMS

These are verb forms used 1o tell someone to do something. The force of
such commands can be softened by use of preverbs such as noohk-, kapp-. and
stam-, all of which are difficult to assign a gloss to. In their use with
imperatives, however, these preverbs are funcdonal equivalents to Enghsh
please.

Because the subject of all imperative forms is second perscn, there are
singular and plural forms in each paradigm. The AT and TI forms end in -t if
the subject is singular (2s) or in -k if the subject is plural (Zp). There are no
person prefixes in any imperative paradigm. Here are Al and T1 examples:

(r) Ooyit! Oovik! "Eat!"
ooyi-t oovi-k
eat(Al)-2s(imp) eat{ Al}-2p(imp}

(s) Stimssohksi'poyit! "Go on, speak loudly!"
stam-sohk-I'poyi-t

just-loud-speak{ AT}-2s

(t} Noohkchpémmatoot! Noohkohpémmatook! "Please buy it!"
noohk-ohpommatoo-t noohk-ohpommatoo-k
please-buy(TI)-2s please-buy(TT}2p

The TA imperative paradigm has more forms. for it must show agreement
with person of the object, As in the other TA paradigms, if the object is first
person plural, number of the second person subject cannot be shown (w).
Number of a third person object is not reflected (unless an attached pronoun is
present, of course). The suffixes used with a third person object lengthen a
preceding short vowel (V).

(u} Noohkobkékkit! Noohkohkdékkik! "Please give it to me!"
noohk-ohkot-k-i-t noohk-ohkot-k-i-k
please-give(TA)-inv-1-2s  please-give{TA)-inv-1-2p

{v) Ma'tods! Ma'tédk! "Take 11"
ma'to-:s ma’to-k
take(TA)-25:3 take(TA)-2p:3
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(w) Kippsspémmookinnaaan! "Please help us!”
kipp-sspommo-ok-innaan
please-help(TA)-inv-1p

D. THE UNREAL PARADIGMS

The unreal paradigms, used in counterfactual and hypothetical sub!:rdmate
clauses, and often in the accompanying main clause as well, are essentially the
same as the independent paradigms with the addliﬁc_m of _ma;rkers. These
markers follow the corresponding independent form in its mw. save for 3,
4, and ip suffixes. The markers are -Jgigi, -htopi. -ohtopi, or jwahtom,
depending upon position in the paradigm.'*' Here are some examples:

{(x) Nitsftssdyoyihtopi, nitdaksoyi annuhk'.s.
pit-it-say-Toyi-htopi nit-4ak-loyi annohka
1-then-neg-eat-unreal 1-fut-eal now
"If I hadn’t eaten then, I'd eat now."

Kitd’yo’kaawahtopiyaawa, daksstaayaawa madhksoyssaawa.
fl]cgté ’-ye’gaa-wahlopi-ﬂ- aawa ydak-sstaa-yi-aawa .m-ﬁéhk-lu}rl‘-hs;- aawa
neg-sleep-unreal-3p-PRO  fut-want-3p-FRO 3-might-eat-conj-PRO
"If they weren’t asleep, they'd want to eat.”

(z) Nikkdmindanoao'topi. "How I should like to own him!"142

n-ikkam-inaanat-a-0’topi
1-if-own(TA)-dir-unreal

1411 have found differences among speakers, even from the same reserve, in the shape of these

forms.
142Erom Uhlenbeck (1938.171).

CHAPTER TWENTY

Nominalizations

There are at least five ways of forming noun stems from verb stems. These
will be presented here as: 1. Reclassification; 2. Abstract nominalization; 3,
[nstrament nominalization; 4. Conjunctive nominalization; 5. Transitive theme
nominalization. Then in section 6 we will illustrate their use in complete
sentences, showing that most are the functional equivalent of English relative
clauses,

1. RECLASSIFICATION

An intransitive verb stem may be used as a noun stem which references the
subject of the underlying verb. So for example the Al stem dyo’kaa ‘sleep’ can
serve as a noun stem meaning ‘one who sleeps’. Such stems may be complex;
in fact, all apparently have a tense or aspect prefix - this particular stem has the
durative prefix 4 - and may have any number of other morphemes. Here is a
noun utilizing the just-mentioned durative stem for “sleep’:

omiksi dyo'kaiksi

om-iksi d-Io’kaa-iksi

that-3p dur-sleep-3p

As evidence that we are in fact dealing with a noun, observe that fyo'kaiksi
has the plural inflectional suffix iksi which, as we have seen in chapter 2, is
used for animate gender nouns.

Here are further examples of reclassification; the first two contain the
simplex stem for ‘sleep’ as in the previous example, but also include additional
prefixes in the stem. (Note: Because -wa ‘35’ is used on both nouns and verbs,
singulars of these nominals are often homophonous with a verb form.)

anniksi dakso’kaiksi

ann-iksi dak-Io’kaa-iksi
that-3p fut-sleep-3p

"those sleeping ones”

"those who will sleep”
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oma dfssdakso'kaawa “that one who is trying to sleep”
om-wa 4-ssdak-lo'kaa-wa

that-3s dur-try-sieep-3s

kdra'ydipasskaawa "non-dancer”
kdta'-d-ipasskaa-wa

neg-dur-dance-3s

ddkstakiwa "reader”
d-okstaki-wa
dur-read-3s
Note that in the following example the logical object of the underlying verb is
included:
omiksi fikaayaokstakiiksi siné.é!cia'ltsii .
om-iksi ffkaa-ya-okstaki-iksi sinddkia’tsiS-i >
that-3p past:perf-dur(?)-read-3p book-nonparuc

"the bartender”

“those who have read books"

anna idttakdwa
ann-wa A-oftaki-wa
that-3s dur-servedrink-3s

anni iy6'kaayi "the one, who slept”
ann-yi i-lo’kaa-yi
that-4s past-sleep-4s

2. ABSTRACT NOMINALIZATION

Noun stems are formed from intransitive verbs by addition of -n~-hsiN
(glossed as ‘nom’ in the examples to follow); the first allomorph is used with
stems ending in -aa, and the second allomorph with other verbs. Such noun
stems either refer abstractly to the state or process described by the underlying
verb, or in the case of processes which generally result in a product, to the
product of that process. For example, when such a noun is formed from the Al
verb stem okstald ‘read’, the resultant noun stem okstakssiN means ‘reading’.
If the same suffix is added to sinaaki ‘make an image/ write/ dmw’._ the
resultant noun will mean either ‘writing/drawing’ (the processes) or ‘writlen
document/ picture’ (the products).

Here are examples of nouns formed from aa-final verb stems:

o'kddni "sleep (n.)"
o’kaa-n-yi
sleep-nom-in.s

i

1
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passkdini
passkaa-n-yi
dance-nom-in.s

"dance (n.)/dancing"”

sootddni "rain {(n.)"
sootaa-n-yi
rain-nom-in.§

isamdd pawaawahkaanistsi
isamo-a'p-a-wa:wahkaa-n-istsi
long/time-PREF-dur-walk-nom-ip

"long (in time) walks"

Examples with other verb stems: note that the third and fourth examples differ

only in gender, showing that not all abstract nominals are of inanimate gender:
pidkska’ssini
pi-okska'si-hgiN-yi 14!
far-run-nom-in.s

‘a long run’

ikkamokstakssini
ikkam-okstaki-hsiN-yi
fast-read/count( Al})-nom-in.s

‘fast reading’

sinddkssiiksi
sinaaki-hsiN-iksi
make*rimage{ Al}-nom-3p

‘photos/pictures’

sinddkssiistsi ‘writings’
sinaaki-hsiN-istsi
make image-nom-ip

The subject of the underlying verb may be indicated as a possessor:

nit-ihkiitaa-n-istsi
1-bake(Al)-nom-ip
nitsi”nikkssinnaana ‘our Ip kill'

nit-i ‘nikk-ihsiN-nnaan-wa
1-kill(AT}-nom-1p-3s

'41This example illustrates that if ih is in a position where both Presibilation and Postsibilation
are applicable, neither applies and we get only a long ss. This is accounted for in Appendix B as
ih-Loss.

ey




nbko'sa otsikkamokska'ssini ‘my child’s fast raoning’

p-oko's-wa ot-ikkam-okska’si-hsiN-yi
1-offspring-3s 3-fast-run-nom-in.s

kitdakopissinnoonistsi ‘the places we,; will stay’
kit-y4ak-opii-hsiN-nnoon-istsi
2-fut-stay-nom-21-1p

Kitsipdsskaaninnooni
kit-ipasskaa-n-innoon-yi
?-dance-nom-21-in.s

‘our,; dancing’

3. ASSOCIATED INSTRUMENT NOMINALIZATION

Nouns which name instruments commonly associated with processes
described by specific verbs are readily formed from those verbs. The most
productive way of doing this will be illustrated in the section 4.3. The current
section presents an apparently old and less productive way of forming suf.ch
nouns: addition of the suffix a'tsiS to Al stems, as seen in the following

examples:

sinddkia’tsisi “book’
sinddki-a'tsiS-vi
makeAimage-instr-in.s

isttékimaa'tsiistsi ‘drums’ g
isttokimaa-a tsiS-istsi 3

drum(AI)-instr-ip

sis6va tsiiksi ‘scissors’
sigovi-a'tsiS-iksi
cutMntstrips-instr-3p
kaahts4'tsiistsi ‘playing cards’
kaahtsi-a'tsiS-istsi

gamble-instr-1p

oohkGyimaa’tsisa ‘lid’
yoohkoyimaa-a'tsiS-wa

cover(Al-instr-3s

Pr— e —
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Possessive affixes with soch nouns indicate possession or ownership, not the
subject of the underlying verb:

nitokda’tsisi ‘my lariat’

nit-okaa-a’tsiS-yi

1-snare(AT}-instr-in.s

kitsisttékimaa’tsinnooni
kit-isttokimaa-a’tsiS-innoon-yi
2-drum(Al}-instr-21-in.s

4. CONJUNCTIVE NOMINALS

Nominal expressions are formed from both transitive and intransitive verbs
by addition of affixes nearly identical to those of the Conjunctive paradigms
(see chapter 19 and Appendix A); they differ from corresponding Conjunctive
verb affixes in two ways:

1. Where the latter have -hs or -’s, the nominals have -bp (-'p for
the 21 forms).'#2

2. They lack the yi suffix which marks all Conjunctive verb forms.

The affixes indicate the person and number of the underlying subject, and, in
the case of transitive verbs, of the underlying primary object as well. It is
probably more realistic to speak of this  pbhenomenon as clause
nominalization, for not only do the verbs agree with subject and object, but all
other elements which normally accompany verbs in clauses may be present
with Conjunctive Nominals. That we are dealing with nominalization here is
evident, however, in that the verbs of such clauses occur with nominal suffixes
after the Conjunctive affixes, as will be seen in examples below. Note that
while most such nominals are classified as inanimate in grammatical gender,
many formed from verbs containing the ‘instrament/means’ prefix (see below)
are of animate grammatical gender.

The semantic reference (meaning) of Conjunctive Nominals is determined
by makeup of the stem and the syntactic class of the underlving verb. If the
verb stem containg 4 linker {see section 4 of chapter 16), the nominal refers to
the linked argument (sections 4.1-4.4). The following examples are grouped
according to the linker involved,

‘our,; drum’

1275 wiilize the TA Conjunctive Verb chart in Appendix A to form Conjunctive nominals, one
must "undo” the effects of Presibilation; /.e. certain ss clusters must be recognized as coming from
underlying ihs.

=gt
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4.1 Locational Nominals

These utilize it- ~ iit- ‘there’:
ftaniihpi
ot-it-wa:nii-hp-yi
3-there-say-nom-in.s

otsitohkitAdpiihpi
ot-it-ohkit-d-opii-hp-yi
3-there-upon-dur-sit-nom-in.s

iitddovo pi
iit-4-o0yi-o'p-vi
there-dur-eat-2 1 nom-in.s

iitdiséooyo'pi
iit-f-is0-00vi-0"p-yi
there-dur-on-eat-21:nom-in.g

fitéfssiiststakio’pi
iit-A-ssiiststaki-o"p-yi
there-dur-wash-21:nom-irLs
iitafssdakio’pi
iit-d-ssdaki-o"p-yi
there-dur-wipe-21:nom-in.s

kitsftédoyihpoaawayi
kit-it-4-ooyi-hp-oaawa-yi
2-there-dur-eat(Al)-nom-2p-in.s
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*where he said (something)’

‘what he’s sitting on’

‘where one eats/ restanrant’

‘table (what one eats upon)’

‘where one washes clothes/ lanndry’

‘where one washes dishes/ sink’

‘where you,, eat/f your restaurant’

The preceding examples all involve intransitive verb stems. The following are

transitive:

omistsi kdtsitsinoohpistsi
om-istsi kit-it-ino-o-hp-istsi

that-ip 2-there-see(TA)-1:2-nom-ip

nitsitohkoonihpi
nit-it-ohkooni-hp-yi
1-there-find(TT)-nom-in.s

‘the places I saw you’

‘where I found it’
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4.2 Temporal Nominals

These utilize a linker it- ~ iit- ‘'when' which is homophonous with the location
linker:

otsito’toohpiaawa ‘when they arrived’
ot-it-0"too-hp-yi-aawa

3-when-arrive-nom-3p-PRO

otsftaissiképiihpi ‘when he rests’
ot-it-a-ssikOpii-hp-yi

3-when-dur-rest-nom-in.s

iitddhkohtao 'pi
iit-d-ohkohtaa-o'p-yi
when-dur-get*wood-21:nom-in.s

‘November/ when one gathers firewood’

4.3 Instrumental Nominals

These involve the ‘instrument/means’ prefix omoht- ~ iiht- ~ oht-.
Verb stems containing this linker are used extensively to construct vocabulary
for items newly introduced to the culture:

iithtddoyo’pa ‘fork/ what one eats with’
iiht-d-coyi-o’p-wa

instr-dur-gat-21:nom-3s

iihtd{’poyo‘pa ‘telephone/ what one speaks with’

itht-4-I'povi-o'p-wa
instr-dur-speak-21:nom-3s

ithtdéhpommao’pa
iiht-4-ohpommas-o’p-wa
instr-dur-buy-21:nom-3s

iihtdipissapio’pa
iiht-4-ipi-ssapi-o'p-wa
instr-dur-far-look-21:nom-3s

‘money/ what one buys with’

‘telescope/ what one sees afar with’

Because such nominals can become conventional names for items, i.e. a kind
of idiom, it is not too surprising that a given construction can refer 1o more
than one entity, and with these two meanings, be assigned 1o two gender
classes. For example, when the following construction serves as the idiom for
‘dish cloth’, it is of animate gender. However, when it has its literal meaning it
is assigned to the inanimate gender class.
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‘dish cloth” (anim)
‘what one wipes with’ (inan)

iihesdssdaicio’pa

sibtdissdakio pi
Instrumental Conjunctive nominals may have other than ‘21/unspecified’ as
the underlying subject: 43

némohtidoyihpa ‘what I eat with/ my fork’
n-omoht-4-ooyi-hp-wa

1-instr-dur-eat-nom-3s

nomohtsiniihpi ‘what I saw it with’

n-omoht-Inii-hp-yi
1-instr-see{T1)}-nom-1.s

6mohtoki'takihpi
w-omoht-ok-1"taki-hp-yi
3-means-bad-feel-nom-in.s

komohtif poyihpa
k-omoht-a-I"poyi-hp-wa
2-instr-dur-speak-nom-3s

4.4 Other Linker Nominals

otsitapoohpistsi
ot-itap-no-hp-istsi
3-toward-go-nom-ip

otobpiéyihpi napayfni

ot-ohp-loyi-hp-yi napayin-yi
3-assoc-eat-nom-in.s bread-in.s

‘the caunse of his anger’

‘your telephone”

‘places he went’

‘what he ate the bread with’

nitohtahtséwaokska'sspa
nit-phtahtsiwa-okska'si-hp-wa
l-in*place*of-run-nom-3s

‘the one in place of whom I ran’

%50bserve that although, as stated above, many conjunctive nominals are idioms, it is the
consiruction pattern with certain verbs that is an idiom, and net individual lexical items; for if we
were dealing bers with individual lexical items as idioms, we would expect that the means of
indicating pessession of such items would follow the parterns seen in chapter 14, rather than what
follows.
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If the verb stem contains the abstract manner prefix niit- ~ aanist- (see
section D.1 of chapter 16), the nominal refers to the manner of the predication,

as illustrated in the following examples:

maanistiniihpi
m-aanist-wa:nii-hp-yi
3-how-say(Al)}-nom-is

kaanistidoyihpi
k-aanist-a-ooyi-hp-yi
2-how-dur-cat-nom-in.s

naanistidtsspi
n-aanist-&-otsi-hp-yi
1-how-dur-swim-nom-in.s

niitadtso’pi
niit-4-otsi-o’p-yi
how-dur-swim-21:nom-in.s

maanistifpasskaahpoaawayi
m-aanist-4-Ipasskaa-hp-oaawa-yi
3-how-dur-dance-nom-3p-in.s

n-aanist-akomimm-yi-hp-yi
1-how-love(TA)-inv;3-nom-in.s

omi kaanistikomimmokihpi
om-yi k-aanist-akomimm-oka-hp-yi
that-in.s 2-how-love-inv:1-nom-in.s

‘the way he said (something}’

‘the way you eat’

‘the way I swim’

‘the way one swims’

‘the way they dance’

‘the way he/she loves me’

‘the way you love me'

4.6 Other Conjunctive Nominals

If the stem does not contain a linker or the abstract manner prefix, the
reference of the nominal depends upon the syntactic class of the verb stem.

4.6.1 If the verb stem is paratransitive!®* the resultant nominal refers to the

Y*Paratrapsitive  verbs are Al verbs which may occur with non-particular or unspecified

objects; see section C. of chapeer 7.
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(secondary) object of the underlying verb: 147

iiyd'pi ‘what we,, ate’
iiyi-0p-yi

past:eat-2 1:nom-in.s

otddniihpoaawaistsi ‘things they said’

ot-wa:nii-hp-oaawa-istsi
3-say(Al}-nom-3p-ip

4.6.2 In the case of other intransitive verbs (what might be called "true”
intransitives) the resultant nominal refers to the "fact that" the predication
takes (or has taken) place:

annohka otsé kaahpi, ...
armnohka ot-Io kaa-hp-vi
now  3-sleep-nom-in.s

‘now that he’s asleep, ...’

dnnohka &f"sawayo’kao’pi, ...
annohka 4'-saw-a-Io’kaa-0’p-yi
now inchoat-neg-dur-sleep-21:nom-in.s

nitsd kaahpi '... that I slept’
nit-Io'kaa-hp-yi
1-sleep-nom-in.s

‘now that we,, are not sleeping, ..."

iiksk4’so'pi
. .I I ‘Si-(J'P':]ri
pastun-21:nom-in.s

‘... that we,, ran’

nitdkska'sspi ‘... that I ran’
nit-okska’si-hp-vi
1-min-nom-in.g
4.6.3 Conjunctive Nominals of TI verbs without a linker or the abstract
manner prefix refer to the object of the underlying verb:

kitddowatoohpistsi
kit-d-oowatoo-hp-istsi
2-dur-eat(TT)-nom-ip

‘the things you eat’

147 Evidently, such conjunctive nominals are not possible with paratransitive stems ending in
as-; such stems take suffix -n (the nominalizer seen in section 2 above?) instzad of bp. For
example, one speaker rejected *otsskiftaabpoaawaistsi ‘the goods they baked” and preferred

otsskiitaanoaawaistsi,

£ i
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otainistoohpoaawaistsi
ot-wadnistoo-hp-oaawa-istsi
3-say{TI}-nom-3p-ip

‘the things they said'

4.6.4 Conjunctive Nominals of paraditransitive'*® verbs without a linker or
the abstract manner prefix refer to the secondary object of the underying verb:

otsifsoahpidyi ‘what he fed him”’
ot-yiiso-a-hp-yi-Ayi
3-feed-dir-nom-in.s-PRO

nitdakanistahpi *what I will tell him’
nit-dak-wa:nlt-a-hp-yi
1-fut-say(TA}-dir-nom-in.s

kitdnikkihpoaayi
kit-wa:nlt-ki-hp-oaa-yi
2-say(TA)-inv:1-2p-in.s

‘what you,, told me’

ithkdtahpi ‘what was given to him’

ithkot-a:-hp-yi
past.give(TA)-dir-nom-in.s

omiksi nitohpomm dittsaahpiksi nohkdwa

om-iksi nit-chpommaa-attsi-a:-hp-iksi n-ohké-wa

that-3p 1-buy(Al)-cause(TA)-dir-nom-3p 1-son-3s
“‘those which I made my son buy’

otohpémmoahpidyi
ot-ohpomm-o-a:-hp-yi-dyi
3-buy-ben(TA)-dir-nom-in.s-PRO

4.6.5 For monotransitive TA verbs {i.e. those which do not take secondary

objects) the Conjunctive Nominal refers to the "fact that" the predication takes

(or has taken) place:
Kitsikikomimmokihpi
kit-ikakomimm-oki-hp-yi
2-love(TA)-inv:1-nom-in.s

‘what he bought for her’

‘that you love me’

18See xupplemental material of section C of chapter 7.
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5. TRANSITIVE THEME NOMINALIZATION

This section deals with nominals formed from transitive verb stems plus a
theme suffix.

5.1 TI Theme Nominals
TI stem + m = noun refering to subject of the underlying verb:

omiksi iithpémmatoomiksi anni {"ksisakoyi
om-iksi ithpommatoo-m-iksi ann-yi i’ksisako-yi
that-3p past:buy(TI)-theme-3p that-in.s meat-in.s
‘those who bought that meat’

anna gkaisfnaima amoyi

ann-wa 4kaa-sinai-m-wa amo-vi
that-3s perf-draw(TI)-theme-3s this-in.s
‘the one who drew this’

For this construction, the subject of the underlying verb can only be third
person, and the noun is inflected for number only.

5.2 TA Direct Theme Nominals

TA stem + a: = noun referring to the primary object of the underlying verb.
("the one who the subject VERBs")

This construction is possible only for subject and object combinations which
would call for the direct theme suffix (see chapter 10). The resultant noun is
inflected to agree with the subject of the underlying verb. The agreement
affixes here and in 5.3 are essentially those from the possessive paradigm (see
chapter 14), except that "agreement” with 21 is null; i.e. the absence of affixes
indicates 21. (Note: Here again, becanse -wa ‘3s’ is used on both nouns and
verbs, singulars are often homophonous with a verb form, as indicated in
parentheses.} Here are several such nominals, all but the last of which contain
TA stem Ino ‘see™

nitsiinoannaana ‘the one we, saw’ (= “We,_ saw him.")
nitsfinoannaaniksi ‘the ones wego saw’

linodwa ‘the one we,, saw’ (= We,, saw him.")
otsfinoayi ‘the one,_he, saw’

otohpokéomaiksi ‘the ones, be,_ accompanied’
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TA stem + yii = noun referring to the subject of the underlying verb,'4”
("the one who VERBs")

For this construction, the subject of the underlying verb can only be third
person, and the underlying object need not be specified. The noun is inflected
only for number. 148

anniksi i 'nitsiiksi ‘the killers {of someone/something)’

anniksi i'nitsitksi kitémitaama  ‘the killers of vour dog’

omiksi ithpokéomiiksi ‘those companions {of someone)’

amo issammiiwa ‘this one who looked at (someone)’
5.3 TA Inverse Theme Nominals

TA stem + Ok = noun referring to subject of the underlying verb
("the one who VERBs the object”)

This construction is possible only for subject and object combinations which
would call for the inverse theme suffix (see chapter 11). The resultant noun is
inflected to agree with the object of the underlying verb. (Note: Here again,
because -wa ‘3s' is used on both nouns and verbs, singulars are often
homophonous with a verb form, as indicated in parentheses below.) Here are
several such nominals:

nitsiinooka ‘the one who saw me' (= ‘He saw me.")
nitsfinookiksi ‘the ones who saw me’

nitsfincokinnaana ‘the one who saw us]P’ {= ‘He saw us.”)
iinddkiwa ‘the one who saw us,," (= 'He saw us.”)

otsiinookiksi ‘the ones,, who saw him ’
otstinookoaawayi ‘the one,, who saw mem3p’

otsi"nikkiksi ‘the ones, who killed him,_’
otohpokGomokoaawaiksi  ‘the ones,, who accompanied them,,’

Y47 have found only & few examples of this construction, and am successful only about one
third of the time in atiempting to create additional acceptable examples. Further research 1s necded
to determine the subclass of TA verbs which can serve as the base for this construction.

The fact that this type of nominal references underlying subjects sugpests that the suffix -yii
detransitivizes TA verb stems; for if they arc intransitive, then such nominalizations would be
expected to reference subjects; see section 1.

1 An apparent example of such a noun with a possessive prefix is: omiksi otohpokéomiiksi
*his companions’; however, this form apparently arose as a mispronunciation of ctohpokdomaiksi
‘his companions (the ones he accompanicd)', seen just above, rather than being a possessed form
of the third example below.
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6. RELATIVE CLAUSES

Clanses which modify a noun are relatively rare in Blackfoot. It is perhaps a
typological characteristic of the language that "free relatives” are used to the
near exclusion of relative clauses which modify a noun.'®! In any case,
relative clauses utilize most of the nominals presented in the preceding
sections of this chapter. (The type of nominalization will be indicated by
reference, in square brackets at the end of the noun stem gloss, to a section

number of the current chapter.) We begin with a few of the somewhat rare .

examples of relative clauses which modify a noun. In most such cases, the
relative clause follows the noun, though if the relative clause is a single word,
it may occur before the noun, as in the third example:

Oma ninaawa dyo’kaawa néoma.
Oom-wa ninaa-wa dyo’kaawa n-oom-wa
that-3s man-3s dur-sleep[1.]-3s 1-husb-3s
"That man who is sleeping is my husband."

Omiksi aakifkoaiksi dinihkiiksi dyaakahkayiyaawa.
om-iksi aakdikoaN-iksi 4-Inihki-iksi dak-wa:hkayi-yi-aawa
that-3p girl-3p dur-sing[1.]-3p fut-go*home-3p-PRO
"Those girls who are singing are on their way home."

Nitssksinoayi anniksi ikkdsyiiksi saahkémaapiiksi.
nit-ssksino-a:-yi ann-iksi ikkaayi-iksi saahk émaapi-iksi
1-know(TA)-dir-3p that-3p run”fast[1.]-3p boy-3p
"T know those boys who are fast runners."

The pext two examples are sentences found in Uhlenbeck (1938) and have
been reelicited. The suffix glossed ‘rel’ is what Uhlenbeck calls the "relative”
suffix. It is frequently found in relative clause constructions, though on the
Head noun and demonstrative as well as on the nominal in the relative clause.
(It is not clear whether or not this suffix should be identified with the
post-inflectional suffix -hka seen in section E of chapter 13.)

Annistssk andkimaa’tsiistssk nitsiniihpistssk 6mahkoyaawa.

ann-istsi-hk anakimaa 'tsiS-istsi-hk nit-inii-hp-istsi-hk omahko-vi-aawa
that-ip-rel lamp-ip-rel 1-see(TT}-nom[4.6.3])-ip-rel big(Il)-ip-PRO

"Those lamps which I saw are big."

5'Though in most cases the "free” relative clause is accompanied by a demonstrative which
could conceivably be considered 1o be a pronoun modified by the relative clause; see section B of
chapter 13 regarding demonstratives as pronouns.
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Ki tékskamma omiksska ponokiiksska dyiistapokska’siiksska
ki vokskaM:-wa om-iksi-hka ponoka-iksi-hka 4-yiistap-okska’si-iksi-hka
and one(Al)-3s that-4p-rel elk-4p-rel dur-away-run[1.)-dp-rel
ihpékiiyoowa.
iihpokiiyoo-wa
follow( Al}-3s

"And one followed those elk that were running away."

The next example has a relative clause which is "extraposed” to the end of
the sentence, away from its demonstrative,

Ami nitdakita’kaa Isapémahksika otsftsstsiihpi.

am-yi nii-yéak-it-wa 'kaa Isapémahksika ot-it-ihtsii-hp-yi
here-in.s 1-fut-there-entrench Crowfoot 3-there-lie-nom[4.4)-in.s
"Here I will entrench, where Crowfoot lies (buried),”

As stated above, examples of relative clauses could be constructed with
nearly all of the nominalizations presented in this chapter. Here is a sampling,
all in complete sentences, of such clauses without a Head noun.

Omiksi 4ikkaayiskatsiiksi fikssoksistomiyaawa.

om-iksi d-ikkaayiskatsi-iksi iik-sok-Istom-i-yi-aawa
that-3p dur-race[1.)-3p very-good-body-have( Al})-3p-PRO
"Those racers have good bodies.”

lihtanikkit omistsi kitdakopissinnoonistsi.

tit-wa:mnlt-k-i-t om-istsi kit-dak-opii-hsiN-nnoon-istsi
of-say(TA}-inv-1-2s(imper) that-ip 2-fut-stay-nom[2.]-2 1-ip
"Tell me about the places we will be staying!"

Nimddtssksinoaayi omiksi komohtsifstap4aataiksi.
n-Imaat-ssksino-a:-yi om-iksi k-omoht-yIIstap-oo-at-a:-iksi
1-neg-know(TA)-dir-3p that-3p 2-from-away-go-fin(TA)-dir{5.2]-3p
"Ldon't know those you went away from "

Omd nohkéwa omiksi otdyiskai'tataiksi niit4'poki’takiyaiksi.

om-wa n-ohkd-iksi om-iksi ot-4-yiskai 'tat-a:-iksi niita'p-oki’taki-yi-aiksi
that-3s 1-son-3s that-3p 3-dur-throw*at{TA)-dir[5.2]-3p real-angry-3p-FRO
"The ones my son was throwing at were really angry."

Ami otsfinihkatsimakki otsitssonao’sskipoka.

am-yi ot-iinihkatsimat-k-yi ot-it-sonan’sskip-ok-wa

that-4s 2-past:name(TA}-inv[5.3]-4s 3-then-kiss(TA Finv-3s
"The one who named him then kissed him." [Siksika dialect]
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Annahka nitohkifmaanahka maitamiwaatsiksi annahka

ann-wa-hka nit-ohkiimaan-wa mi4t-wa:mi-waatsiiksi ann-wa-hka

that-3s-invs 1-wife-3s neg-be-3s:nonaffirm  that-3s-invs
iihpémmatoomaahka annibka i’ksisakoyihka;, ~misstamiwa.
iihpommatoo-m-wa-hka ann-yi-hka i'ksisako-yi-hka misst-wa:mi-wa

past:buy-theme[5.1]-3s-invs that-in.s-invs meat-in.s-invs unknown-be(ID)-3s

"My wife is not the one who bought the meat; it was some (unknown) person.”

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

Questions

For every language there are two broad functional types of questions, often
referred to as "yes/no” questions, which ask for confimation or denial of the
truth of a proposition, and “content” questions, which ask for other
information. Sections A and B deal with these two types.

A. YES/NO QUESTIONS

These make use of what we will refer 10 as non-affirmative endings, either
alone, as in (a) - (g), or with an interrogative prefix as seen in (h) - {p). The
interrogative prefixes are the same as two of the negative prefixes seen in
section A of chapter 16: kita' ~ Ikdta’ and sta’. The non-affirmative endings
are described below.

(a) Adoyo’siwaatsiksi? "Is she cooking?"
4-o0yo’'si-waatsiksi
dur-cook{ Al}-3s:nonaffirm

(b) Ayo’kidwaiksaawa? "Are they sleeping?"
d-yo’kaa-waiksaawa
dur-sleep-3p:nonaffirm

{c) Kitssksinodwaatsiksi? "Do you,, know her?"
kt-ssksino-a:-waatsiksi
2-know(TA)}-dir-3s:nonaffirm
{d} Kitsik dkomimmokihpa? "Do you,_ love me?"

kit-Tkakomimm-o:k-i-hpa
2-love-inv-1-nonaffirm

(e) Kitdaksstsisoohpodiwa?
kit-dak-sstsisoo-hpoaawa
2-fut-goMtoMown-2p

"Are you,, going to town?"
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{f Aﬂksoyd'pa? "Arte We,, gonna eat?"
dak-loyi-o'pa
fut-eat(Al)-21

(g) Aaksowat6é'paistsaawa?
dak-Towatoo p-aistsaawa
fut-eat{TT)-in.s:nonaffirm

{(h) Kdta'vdyo'kddwaiksaawa?
kdta'-y4-vo'kaa-waiksaawa
interrog-dur-sleep-3p:nonaffirm

(i) Katao 'kska'siwaatsiksi? "Did he run?"
kéta’-okskasi-waatsiksi
interrog-mn-3s:nonaffirm

(j) Kik4ta'ydaka’po’takahpa?
k-Ikdta'-ydak-a"p-o'taki-hpa
2-interrog-fut-PREF-work-nonaffirm

(k) Kikatai nédkaiksaawa?
k-Tkdta’-Ino-o:k-waiksaawa
2-interrog-see(T A)-inv-3p:nonaffirm

(1) Kikétai'ihpiyihpoddwa?!>? "Did you,, dance?"

k-Tkita’-thpiyi-hpoaawa
2-interrog-dance-2p

"Are we,, gonna eat them(inan)?"

"Are they sleeping?"

"Will you work?"152

"Did they see you?"

(m) Kikéta'ydakohkottsspommédhpa? "Can I help you?"
k-Tkéta'-yéak-ohkott-sspommo-o-hpa
2-interrog-fut-able-help(TA}-1:2-nonaffirm

{n) Kdtai’sootddwaatsiksi? "Is it raining "
kita’-sootaa-waatsiksi
interrog-rain(II)-snonaffirm

(0) Kitdaksstao'ohkottsspommédhpa?  "Can I help you™
kit-4ak-sta’-ohkott-sspommo-o-hpa
2-fut-interrog-able-help(TA)-1:2-nonaffirm

i The sequences of prefixes n ork plus Tkdta’ are usually reduced to nita’ and kita™, so {j) - {m)
waould normally be heard as Kita"y4aka'pe takihpa?, Kitai'néékaiksaawa?, Kitai® :.hpiylhp-nixwa"
and Kita'ydakchkottsspommédhpa?, respectively.

1538¢¢ Vowel Epenthesis in appendix B regarding the extra vowel i in this verb.
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{p) Adhkssta'yaomaniiwaatsiksi? "Might he be telling the truth?"
aahk-sta’-ya-omanii-waatsiksi
might-interrog-dur-beMrue-s:nonaffirm

The non-affirmative endings

1. If the subject or primary object of the verb is third person, then
one of the following is nsed according to the gender and number of
that subject or object:

*

-waatsiksi ‘animate or inanimate si
[See {a), (c), (1), (n). (p) above.]

-waistsaawa ‘inanimate plural’ [see (g) above]

-waiksaawa ‘animate plural’ [see (b), (h), (k) above]

In addition, the final vowel of the verb stem (theme suffix in TA
verbs) is accented. [(a-c), (g-1}, (k). (n), (p) above]

2. If neither the subject nor primary object is third person, the
following are true:

a) -hpa is added if plural suffixes are not called for, i.e. neither the
subject nor primary object is 1p, 21, or 2p (as in (d), (j} and (0));

b) the word has an additional accent on the penultimate
(next-to-last) syllable, as in (e), (f), (1}, (m), and (o) (unless it is a
short vowel plus h, in which case that syllable is voiceless and 50 can
not carry accent, as in (d) and (j));

c) the final vowel of the word (a in every case) is voiced (in
contrast to the usual situation in which word-final short vowels are
voiceless); see (d-f}, (j-m), and (o).

Supplemental Material

Based upon their form when the third person subject or primary object nominal
follows the verb, the third person non-affirmative endings should be viewed as
made up of a suffix plus pronominal enclitic, That is, the same reasoning that led to
description of -aawa, -dyi, -aiksi, and -aistsi as pronouns in chapter 9 also leads us
to recognize these non-affirmative pronouns:

-atsiksi *3s/in.s’

-aiksaawa ‘3p/dp’

-aisisaawa ‘ip’
When these pronouns are not present in questions, the final vowel of the verb is
usually voiced.

Compare the following to examples (a), (b), and (g) above:

{q) Adoyo'siwa kirina? "Is your daughter cooking?"

R ———
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" Are your kids asleep?”

(r) Ayo’kdawa kéko' siksi?
"Are we,; gonna eaf those{inan)?"

(s) Aaksowat66'pa omistsi?
Observe that the suffix wa in examples such as (g) - (s) (and also (f) below) cannot
be identified with the wa previously glossed as *3s". This wa evidently should be
glossed as *3:nonaffirm’,

B. CONTENT QUESTIONS

These can be viewed as requests to supply a value for a variable in an
otherwise complete proposition. For example, asking "Who did you see?” in
English is equivalent to saying "You saw someone; fell me the identity of that
someone.” In this example, someone is the variable for which the speaker
wants a value supplied. Similarly, "How do you feel?” asks for the value of a
variable describing manner.

The following is a sampling of content guestions in Blackfoot, arranged
according to the class of variables for which a valve is requested. Many of
these utilize nominalizations described in the preceding chapter. In particular,
(a)-{c), (e). (D, and (h)-(j) utilize a nominalized verb to describe the variable
for which referential identity is requested. Verbs in content questions
frequently, but not always, carry the non-affirmative endings described above.

1. Participant as subject or object

a. Human
(a) Tak4a/Tahkda dwaasai'niwa? "Who is crying?"
takda/tahkda 4-waasai'ni-wa (more lit: who (is} the cder?")
who dur-cry-3s
(b) Tsikda dinoyifwa? "Who, does he,, see?"

tsikda 4-Ino-yii-wa (lit: who (is) the one he sees?)

who:4 dur-see(TA)-dir-3s

(¢} Takda anniksska i 'nitsifksska kitémitaami?
takda ann-iksi-hka I'nits-ii-iksi-hka kit-omitaam-yi
who that-3p-invs kKill{TA)-dir-3p-invs 2-dog-ds
"Who are the killers of vour dog?"

b. Non-buman animate gender

(d) Ts4 anistipssiwaatsiksi? "What is it?"
tsd anistapssi-waatsiksi
what be(Al)-3s:nonaffirm

Questions 135

(e} Tsd anistdpssiwa annihka kitohpémmatawahka?
ts4 anistapssi-wa ann-wa-hka kit-ohpommat-a;-wa-hka
what be(Al)-3:nonaffirm that-3s-invs 2-buy(TA)-dir-3s-invs
"What did you buy?" (more lit: "What is it that vou bought?")

(f) Tsd anistipssiwa Anniksi dyo’kaiksi?
tsd anistapssi-wa ann-iksi 4-yo'kaa-iksi
what be{AT)-3:nonaffirm that-3p dur-sleep-3p
"What are they that are sleeping?”

c. Inanimate gender

(g) Ts4 anistdpiiwaatsiksi? "What 1s it?"
tsa anistapii-waatsiksi
what be(II)-in.s:nonaffirm

There are two ways to question the identity of an inanimate gender variable.
The most common way uses the II verb stem anistapii ‘be’ seen in the previous
example:

(h) Tsd anistipiiwa annihka kitohpémmatoohpihka?
tsd anistapii-wa ann-yi-hka kit-ohpommatoo-hp-i-hka
'what be(II}-3s that-in s-invis 2-buy(TI}-nom-in.s-invs
"What did you buy?" (more lit: "What is it that you bought?")

The other way uses a question word 44hsa ‘what?";

(1) :iﬂhsa annihka kitohpémmatoohpihka? "What did vou buy?"
ddhsa ann-yi-hka kit-ohpommatoo-hp-i-hka
what that-in_s-invs 2-buy(TI)}-nom-in.s-invs

2. Participant as possessor

(j) Takda otdpotskinddma kitsi’nitawa? "Whose cow did you kill?"
takda ot-apotskinaam-wa kit-I nit-a-wa
who 3-cow-3s 2-kill-dir-3s

_ I!‘Jotice that even though ‘cow’ is marked as possessed by third person in (j),
1t15 not demoted to minor third person as predicted by the rule stated in section
D of chapter 2. Evidently this is due to the fact that the identity of the
possessor 1s not established, and could even be the speaker or the addressee.
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3. Obligue nominal

If the variable is in an obhique relation, it is described by a verb with
non-affirmative ending (rather than a Conjunctive nominal as one might expect
in view of the preceding content questions); the appropriate linker'>* will be
present in the verb, and the appropriate question word will appear at the
beginning of the semtence. In addition to the question words takda, tsikda, and
ddhsa, as well as tsa plus anistapii or anistapssi seen in the examples of 1.
above, there is a particular question word tsimé for locational obliques, and an
additional verb stem anistsii for questions about time. Examples follow:

(k) Aghsa kémohto "téohpa? "Why did you come?”
#dhsa k-omoht-o'too-hpa {""What [is it that] vou came for?")
what 2-means-arrive-nonaffinm

(1) Ts4 anistapiiwa(atsiksi) kémohto 'tdéhpa?
tsd anistapii-waatsiksi k-omoht-0"to0-hpa
what be{I1}-3s:nonaffirm 2-means-amive-nonaffirm
"Why did you come?/ By what means did you come?"

(m} Tsimd komohto tdéhpa? "Where did you come from?"
tsimé k-omoht-o'too-hpa
where 2-from-arrive-nonaffirm

(n) Tsima4 kitsftokoyihpa? "Where do you Live?"
tsimd kit-it-okoyi-hpa
where 2-there-dwell-nonaffirm

{o0) Tsim4 kitdakitapé6hpa? "Where are you going?"

tsimd kit-4ak-itap-oo-hpa
where 2-fut-to-go-nonaffirm

(p) Ts4 anistsifyi kitsfisoyihpoddwa? "When did you,_ eat?"
ts4 anistsii-yi kit-it-loyi-hpoaawa
what betime-7 2-then-eat(Al}-2p:nonaffirm
Observe that ‘when’ questions concerning the past, as in {p), use verb suffix
-yi {glossed '?’ because its origin is unkown to me), while those about the
future, as in (g}, use a Subjunctive affix.

(q) Ts4 anistsfisi kitdaksoyihpoddwa? ""When will you,, eat?"

tsd anistsii-si kit-dak-Toyi-hpoaawa
what beMime-3s(subj) 2-fut-eat(Al)-2pmonaffirm

132ee chapter 16, section 4,

o
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To inquire about the location of a non-oblique nomimal, anna is used: 152

(r) Annd kitohkfimaana? S .
ann-wa kit-ohkdimaan-wa 15 your wife?
that-3s 2-wife-3s

(S} Aﬂﬂx’iﬂﬁksi Tsaaﬂj ? ”Whgre ? J o
ann-waatsiksi Tsaani A
that-3s:nonaffirm John

Thlnugh this isr, apparently a specialized use of the demonstrative ann, il
evidently functions as a verb, at least in so far as it may take a non-afﬁnn_at;‘ve

ending, as seen in (s); however, it does not asree ity S—
' " the h
number, as (t) shows: £re uman nominal in

{t) Anndatsiksi koko'siksi? "Where ids?"
ann-waatsiksi k-6ko’s-iksi AR
that-3s:nonaffirm 2-offspr-3p

The accompanying nominal may itself have a demonstratjve-154

(u) Annd anndhka kéomahka? "Where'
: e h a4
ann-wa ann-wa-hka k-6om-wa-hka s your husband?
that-3g that-3s-invs z_husbm_js_inw

Questions about amounts make use of 154 plus a verb root niitsi.

(v) Tsd niitséwa  katsikiistsi? "Ho "
tsd niitso-wa  k-atsikiN-istsi R R
what be*number(I1}-in.s 2-shoe-ip

(w) Ts4 niitsimma koéta'siksi? "Ho ) )
ts4 niitsiM:-wa k-ota’s-iksi w many horses do you have?

what be’number{Al}-in s 2-mount-3p

x) Tsﬂ‘l_:lii_t_s.l'.ﬂapiyiwa kéko siksi? "How many kids do you have?"
tsd niitsiitapiyi-wa k-oko "s-iksi '
what be/no.(person)(Al }-in.s 2-offspr-3p

Quo_aslions asking about manner utilize ts4 plus the manner prefix niit- ~
anist-: o o

153 ot L red il
qu 1005 n 1s 1} s
3
In su S L an more often than not uced w n Sl:l. for EJ‘.HTI'.I]}]-C, {E_Iv below wi 1

5%1n fact, fluent speakers from the Blood

incomplete without ane. 9 ¢ insisted that sentences such as (r) und (s) are

—
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iit4 "pao’ atsiksi? "How does she work?"/ .
{y[)sg sﬁiﬁﬂiﬁg‘ﬁ“ﬁnm "What kind of work does she do?

what manner-PREF-dur-work-3s:nonaffirm

kaanistiépiihpa? "How are you?" o
{zt.iiTséamst-ﬁ-opij-hpa {more lit: "How are you staying?"')
what 2-manner-dur-stay-nonaffirm
. 157 ; s
"Why" questions can be formed uvtilizing prefix mdak -~ Imaak -’ in addition
to the method seen in (k) and (1) above:
Miakssawahkayiwaatsiksi?

miak-saw-wa hkayi-waatsiksi
why-neg-go*home-3s:nonaffirm

"Why didn’t she go home?"

Kimdakaniihtsiksi kddhkahlayssi? .
k-Im#ak-wa:nii-htsiksi k-aahk-wa:hkayi-hsi
2-why-say(AlL}-7158 E-Eﬂght—gnﬂhome—(bl?nj

"Why did you say you wanted to go home?

¥mac’k — lmao'k in the Peigan dialect. N
1*5The suffix hisiksi is an additional nonaffirmative suffix; -hpa could be used in its place here.

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

Complement Clause Types

Chapter 19 discussed verb paradigms of subordinate clauses. In thig chapter
we take a more functional approach, organizing subordinate clayses according
1o a system of classification that is more semantically based. As will be seen,
this results in classes of complements which have some structural unity as
well,

A. EMBEDDED ‘QUESTIONS’
1. Yes/No Sub-type

The verb of an embedded yes/no question in Blackfoot has inflectional
affixes from the Subjunctive paradigm (chapter 19), and has the dubitive prefix
ikkdm- (glossed ‘if"). There is no surface similarity to actual questions; in fact
embedded yes/no questions are identical in form to conditional clauses (see
section B.1 of chapter 19).

(a) Nohkéwa nitdanikka ikkdmssistsikooviniki.
n-ohko-wa nit-wa:nlt-k-wa ikkcdm-sistsikoo-yiniki
1-son-3s 1-say(TA)-inv-3s if-tire-1s(subj)
"My son asked me if I was tired."

(b} Adnistsisa’’”  ikkim4akaistoosi.
wa:nlt-is ikkdm-dak-waistoo-si
say-2s:3{imper) if-fut-come-3(subj)
"Ask him if he will come."

*"The final a of ddnistsisa is not part of any morpheme per se, but is optionally(?) addad 1o any
word which would otherwise end in a consonant
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Supplemental Material

Example (c) is of special interest because the main verb (‘know’) is inflected to
agree with the subject of the complement: .., the complement subject is “copied’
as object of the main verb. This is a common process in Blackfoot syntax, and is
not limited to subjects; see Frantz 1978, 1979, and 1980.

(¢) Aakssksinoviiwa ohkdéyi ikkamé'pao’takisdyi
dak-ssksino-yii-wa w-ohko-yi ikkédm-a"p-a-o'taki-s-ayi
fut-know({TA)-dir-3s 3-son-ds if-PREF-dur-work-3/4(subj)-PRO
"He knows whether (or not) his son is working.”

2. Content Sub-type

Examples (d) and (e} illustrate embedded ‘questions’ dealing with the
identty of subject or animate object of the complement verb. Insuch cases, as
opposed to those we will deal with next, we find a demonstrative followed by
the kind of nominalization we called Reclassification (d) and Inverse Theme
nominalization (e} in Chapter 20. Also, notz that the accompanying
independent verb is inflected 1o agree with the person whose identity is at issue
(this makes (d) ambiguous; it can also mean ‘T know the one who is coming.’).

(d) Nitssksinoawa anndihka dwiaistééwahka.
nit-ssksino-a-wa ann-wa-hka i-waistoo-wa-hka
1-know(TA)-dir-3s that-3s-invs dur-come-3s-invs
"] know who is coming.”

(2) Nitiakohkoissksinoawa anndhka nitiwaayikiookahka.
nit-iak-ohkoissksing-a:-wa ann-wa-hka nit-4-wa:ydki-ok-wa-hka
1-fut-find out-dir-3s  that-3s-invs  1-dur-hit{TA}-inv-3s-invs
"T'll find out who hit me."

(f) and (g) deal with a “value’ or identity that is neither subject nor animate
primary object of the complement verb (true, the thing bought could be
amimate, and it is the logical object of the verb ‘buy’, but the underlying verb
in these examples is morphologically iniransitive; i.e. il is paratransitive - see
chapter 7.) In such cases Conjunctive nominals {(chapter 20, section 4) are
used in the complement: and again, they are the same type used in relative
clauses.

{f) Nitssksinithpa annfhka nohkéwa otohpémmaanihka.
nit-ssksini-hp-wa ann-yi-hka n-ohk-wa ot-ohpommaa-n-yi-hka
1-know(TT}-theme-3s that-in.s-invs 1-son-38 3-buv{ Al -pnom-in.s-invs

"I know what my son bought."
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(g) Nitssksinoawa nohkdwa maanistohpommaahpi,
nit-ssksino-a:-wa n-ohk-wa m-aanist-ohpommaa-hp-yi
L-know(TA-dir-3s 1-son-3s5 3-manner- buy{ Al}-nom-in_s
"Tknow {what my son bought / how he purchased } "

Supplemental Material

(f) and (g) differ in rwo ways. First, in (g) the subject of the complement is
Fupied as object of the matrix verb, while in (f) there is either no copying, or there
is copying of the inanimate gender object; one cannot tell, for such copying would
be vacuous; the verb ‘know" has no intransitive form and the TT stem is the defanlt
stem. Second, the presence of preverbal tlement aanist- makes (g) a manner
nominal (chapter 20, section 4.5), while (f} is the type of nominal decribed in sect
4.6.1 of chapter 20.

In‘ (h) we again find the complement verb in the Conjunctive nominal form, in
this case referring to the non-instigative cause for the dancing by virtue of the
presence o_f the linker (glossed 'means’) that would be present in the
corresponding independent verb; compare nomohtsspiiyl nitsi'tidmssi ‘T
danced because T was happy.’

(h) Nitssksiniihpa komohtsspiyihpi. "I know why you danced."
nit-ssksini-hp-wa k-omoht-ihpiyi-hp-yi 7 ‘
1-know(TI)-theme-in.s 2-means-dance-conj-in.s

B. EMBEDDED ‘COMMANDS’

As we see in (i), su_ch complements in Blackfoot have verbs inflected with
a.{'ﬁ.zes .Emm the Conjunctive paradigm plus a prefix 44hk (glossed ‘might’)
whmhl 0 some conlexts seems to mean ‘perhaps’ or ‘non-factive’. This
E:mnbmauon of 44hk and conjunct inflection is also found in purpose clauses
see section A2 of chapter 19) and, as we shall see in th ion, i
HOP e & 1n the next secton, 10

(i) Nitddnistawa méadhksoyssi.

nit-wa:nist-a:-wa m-44hk-loyi-hsi
1-say(TA)-dir-3s 3-might-eat{Al)-conj

"I told him to eat,”

() Nitsikamanistomoawa maghka’po’takssi. "I asked for a job for him."
nit-Tkamanist-omo-a:-wa m-4dhk-a'po’taki-hsi
1-ask-ben(TA)-dir-3s 3-might-work-conj
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Uhlenbeck, C. C. 1938. A Concise Blackfoot Grammar, North Holland

S ek o 7 . number — singular plural i
- subject
person I

1 nit- nit-...-hpinnaana

2 kit- kit-...-hpoaawa
Independent 21 —— -o'pa

3 -Wa -¥i

-yini -yi

1 nif-...-hsi nit-...-hsinnaani

2 Kit-...-hs1 Kit-...-hsoaayi
Conjunctive 21 - -o'si

3/ ot-,..-hsi ot-...-hsi

1 -iniki -innaaniki

2 -iniki -inoaainiki
Subjunctive 21 e -0'ki

344 -gj -51

I nit-...-htopi nit-...-hpinnaanopi

2 kit-...-htopi kit-...-hpoaawopi
Unrea]'*® 21 - -o'topi

3 -wahtopi -wahtopiyl

-wahtopiyini -wahtopiyi

Imperative - -k

1]
i "*The: 3 and 4 forms in Uhlenbeck {1938, pg. 170) lack the sht portion of the suffixes shown here.
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Appendix B: Phonological Rules

1. GEMINATION C, = C,/_+C,
nitinlt + k + wa — nitdnlkk + wa (7.15. = nitdnikka) "He told me." i
2. 5 - INSERTION @ - s/1t
nitdnltawa — nitdnlstawa (7. — nitanistawa} “11told him."
3. s - CONNECTION a. & —=s/Cs+s
nit + siksipawa — nitssiksipawa "I bat him"
nit + ssiképii — nitsssikdpii ‘I rested’ .

b. @ —= i/ V(")+_s,
where s is not part of a suffix.

4 + sinaakiwa — disinaakiwa (25, — aisinaakiwa) "he writes”
nikaa+ ssikdpii — nikdd+ issikopii (10,25, = nikdissiképii) "T have restad”
kita’ + simiwa — kdta’+isimiwa (19. — kitai’simiwa?) "Did she drink?"

4. 0 - ASSIMILATION 0 — a/_+a, where +aisnot a suffix

dakoto + apinniiwa — sakotaspinniiwa "he will go adjust it"
5. COALESCENCE wi(:] — o
w +inni — énni "his father”
w + iihsissi — ohsiesi "her younger sibling"
6. BREAKING k—ks/ 1
dak + Ipiima — dakslpiima (7. — daksipiima) "she will enter”
7. NEUTRALIZATION I—i
dakslpiima — daksipiima “she will enter"

Appendix B: Phonological Rules 151

8. DESYLLABIFICATION fi=Fo—=w}/ VeV

constraint: the i and o are not stressed

kitsi"powata + oaawa — kitsi"powatawaaws "}-ou,,'_ spoke harshly of, or to, him"
(d+Iokaa + wa 7.~ ) dio’kaawa — &yokaawa "he sleeps”

9 SEMIVOWEL DROP G = 2/#
yaatéolr — aatédt “how]!"
Wwaaniit — aaniit "say (something)!"
w+ dko'si — dko'si "his child”

10. VOWEL SHORTENING Vi — Vi /_4V¥

dyo'kaa + 0'pa — dyokao'pa “we,, sleep”
imitad + iksi — inutdiksi (25. — imicddksi) “dogs"
11. i- LOSS!6 i— @/Vy_{a0)
dyo'kaa + yi + aawa — dyo'kaayaawa "they sleep”
dihpiyi + o'pa — athpiyo'pa "we,, dance."
12, i- ABSORPTION i— @& /s {a0}
ddkska’si + 0'pa — 4kska’so’pa "we,, run"
{nir + Ioyi 7,17, = ) nitsioyi — nitsoyi "1 ate”
13. ih-LOSS ih— 2/ss
otokska’si + hsi — otdokska’ssi "that he ran"
14. PRESIBILATION!S3 ihs — ss
iths — iss
otd’po’taki + hsi — otd po’takssi “that he worked"
pii + hsini — pissini "entering”

"*For some speakers, i-Loss is sccompanied by lengihening of the preceding V if then V iz also an i
e.g-. Sdksakivyitnawa — Gokstakijynawa. )

“For a large sub-dialect on the Blood reserve, this process is gencralized 1 the following: th — s, and iih
— i At the other extreme, there are also & few speakers for whom presibilation is nat applicable st all m

carefu] speech.
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15. SEMIVOWEL LOSS G — @/ C_, whereCz"’

dak + yaaloowa — dakaatoowa "she will how!"
nit+waanii — nit&anii "1 said (something)"
(cf kikata' + waanithpa — kikdta’waaniihpa "Are you saving [something]?")

16. v - REDUCTION1# iyl — i/ C_y

afhpivi + yindyi — Aihpiivindyi "he, dances”
17. POSTSIBILATION ih — s/s_

ddkska’si + hpinnaan — ddkska’sspinnaan “we,, Tun"
18. t - AFFRICATION t— ts/ i

nit + it + itsiniki — nitsitsitsinik “then I told a story"
19. GLOTTAL METATHESIS W= V/VC
4' + omai'takiwa — do'mai’takiwa (25, = 46 'mai'takiwa "now he believes"
20. GLOTTAL LOSS ' @/VV: C

(kata' + ookaawaatsi 19, — ) kdtaoo'k... — kitacokaawaatsi
“Did she sponsor a Sundance?”
[NWB: V: must be an undedyingly long V, not a variable length V.]

21. GLOTTAL ASSIMILATION V)= Vii/ (s)C:, whereC =35
(kedta® + ottakiwaatsi 19. — ) kitao't... — kitaoottakiwaatsi
“Is he a bartender?"
(4" + isttohkohpiy'ssi 19, — ) &'sttohk... (25. — aflistrohkohpiy” ssi)
"when he fell down"
22, GLOTTAL REDUCTION e I

(4" + o’tooyiniki 19. — ) 40" 'rooyinka — do'tooyiniki (25. — 46’tooyiniki)

"when you arrive"

"™Some speakers maintain the y, at Jeast in careful speech, 2o it is generally indicated in written Blackfoot
maerials, including the exnenples in this book.

153

23. VOWEL EPENTHESIS!®5 B — VIV ' h

(kdta" + ohto'toowa 19, — ) kitao'hto'toows —> kitao’ ohto toowa
"Did be artive from there?”

24. sss - SHORTENING sss — 855/ C
(nit + ssksinoawa 3a.— ) nitsssksinoawa —» nitssksinoawa

‘I know him’
25, ACCENT SPREAD V — [+accent]! V 4

[+accent] -

a+ okska'siwa — 46keka’siwa "he runs"
arsild + istsi — arsikiistsi "ghoes"
(kakkod + iksi 10— ) — kakkéd+iksi) — kakkdiksi "pigeons"”

INTERACTION CONSTRAINTS

Rules apply for maximal "feeding” and minimal "bleeding” except that 5 bleeds 9 and
13; 12 bleeds 8, and 1 bleeds 2. Rule 8 bleeds 25, but does not bleed nor feed any other

rules.

i . i
*“In place of this nule, some speakers have the following ule: © — @/ _b. For such speakers, "Did he

arrive from there?"” would be Kdtaohto toowa,
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Al 38

allomorphs 77
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Animate Iniransitive 38
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antecedent 112

ASPECT 30

Aspect 95
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Attached Pronouns 46

BENEFACTIVE VERE STEMS 103
ben 103

bleeding 28, 153
bleeds 28
BREAKING 150
breaking 31
Breaking 32, 34
breaking f 31

C=consonant 26

Causative Stems 101

clause nominalization 119
COALESCENCE 150
CONJUNCTTVE NOMINALS 119
CONITUNCTIVE PARADIGMS 110
CONSONANT LENGTH 35
CONSONANTS 4

CONTENT QUESTIONS 134
Coalescence 69

Coalescence 2 69, 81

Complement 111

Complex verb stems 83

conditional 109

conj = conjunctive 110
Conjunctive 109

Conjunctive Nominals 91
connective I 77

consequent 111, 112

Conventions in interlinear analysis 31
counterfactual 114

DESYLLABIFICATION 151
Degree 92

demonsirative stems 62
Demonscratives 62
Demeonstratives as free pronouns 63
derivational suffix 101
Desyllabification 51
DIPHTHONG 2

DIRECT THEME 54
Dictionary 7

diminutives 62
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diphthong 3, 23
Diphthongization 82

dir 54

Direct Theme Nominals 126
direct theme 54, 56, 539

direct theme suffix 80
directionals 921

Dhsunct Third Person (DTP) 47
DTP = Distinct Third Person 47
DURATIVE ASPECT 32

dur 33

Embedded ‘questions” 139
Embedded clauses 110
enclitic pronovns 46
exclusive we 17

extraposed relative clause 129

falling pitch 89, 3
familiarity 62

feeding 28, 153

fecds 28

FINALS, CONCRETE 101
final 08

final vowel 133
finals, abstract 98
finals, concrete 98
finals, instrumental 100
free relative 128
FUTURE TENSE 31
fut 31

G 26

G = glide (semivowel) 26
GENDER. 7

GEMINATION 150
GLOTTAL ASSIMILATION 152
GLOTTALLOSS 152
GLOTTAL METATHESIS 152
GLOTTAL REDUCTION 152
glide 26 &9

ghdes 4

Glottal Metathesis 84

Glottal Reduction 112

Goal 48

Head 98, 101
Heads 66
bypothetical 114

i- ABSORPTION 151
i-LOSS 151
i-Absorption 56, 69
i-Loss 27, 56, 46
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ih-LOSS 151

II 38

imminent furure 32

mp 113

Imperative Paradigms 113

in.s = inanimate singular 47

INANIMATE LOGICAL
SUBJECT of TA 60

INANIMATE LOGICAL
SUBJECT 44

INFLECTIONAL AGREEMENT 39

INITIAL NASALLOSS 71

INTERACTION OF RULES 28

INVERSE SUFFIX 56

INVERSE THEME 54

INVERSE THEME NOMINALS 127

inalienably possessed stems 70

Inanimate Intransitive 38

Inanimate Intransitive affixes 39

inanimate gender 7

inchoat(ive) 96

inchoative 112

inclusive “our” 68

inclusive we 17

indefinite possessor 71

independent clause 22

independent pronouns 21, 74

initial change 36

initial variation 77

instr 93

Instrument 48

instrument 93

Instrumental Nominals 121

intensifiers B3

inigrrog 132

interrogative prefix 131

intramsitive 15, 20, 22, 38, 39, 40, 81

inv 54

inverse theme 54, 55, 56, 59, 60

invs 65

ip = inanimate plural 46

irrealiz B4

irregular variation 77

kin tenms 64

linked oblique 111
lmker 119 136

Linkers 93

linking prefix 44, 60
Location 48

Locational Nominals 120

MAJOR THIRD PERSON 11

Index

major third person 12, 13, 15, 20, 22,
48 55

Manper 90

manner 91

manner nominals 123

manner X 137

maximal feeding 28

METECROLOGICAL VERES 23

means 93

medial 98

metcorological verbs 101

MINOR THIRD PERSON 11

mimmal bleeding 28

minor third person 12, 13, 14, 48, 55,
109, 135

MORPHEME 13

MORPHEME-FINAL
ALLOMORPHY 80

MORPHEME-INITIAL VARIATION
T

modified nouns 10

modifisrs 63, 66

modify &3

monoiransitive TA verbs 125

mavg 45

nasal-initial morphemes 71
nasal-loss alternation 79
NEGATION 83
NEUTRALIZATION 150
neg B3

negative 16

negative prefix 83
negatives §3
Neutralization 32

NOUN NUMBER. &
NOUN SUFFIXES 13
nom 116, 120

nominal 33
Nominalizations 115
non-affirmative endings 131
non-affirmative proneuns 49, 133
non-affirmative suffixes 83
non-factive 110
non-particular 11, 40
non-permanent consonants 9
Nen-permanent consonants B0
non-referring 10
non-suppositional cause 111
nonaffirm 131
nonparticular 10

noun stem 7

mull 26

157
c- ASSIMILATION 150
o-Replacement 89
art 65
OBLIGATORILY POSSESSED
STEMS 70

object 15, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 46, 48,
30, 51, 54, 55, 58

object, pimary 40

object, secondary 40

oblique 93, 111, 136

obviative [2

OPTIONALLY POSSESSED STEMS
69

PAST TENSE 35

paradigm 42

paraditransitive 41
paradirransitive verhs 125
paratransitive 40, 123, 140

particular 10

particular in reference 10

PERFECTIVE ASPECT 34

PERSON MARKERS; see also person
agreemeni and agreement affix 15

perf 34

person 15, 54

person agreement prefixes 37

person prefixes 52

person, third 55

phonological rule 25

phonological rules 150

pitch 3

pitch accent 3

please 113

plural 8

pluralize 51, 58

pluralizer 13

pluralizers 51

POSSESSIVE AFFIX PARADIGM
73

POST-INFLECTIONAL  SUFFIXES
64

POSTSIBILATION 152

poss 71

possessive affixes 68

Possessives 68

Postsibilation 26

PREDICATE ADJECTIVE 22

PREDICATE NOMINATIVE 23

FREF 31

PRESIBILATION 151

precedence relations 56

prefix 15

prepositions 93




158

Presibilation 60

primary object 102, 111, 133, 40
primary referent 70

FRO 46

pronoun 46, 47, 48, 4%, 51, 63
pronoun, free 63

pronoun, independent 21
pronouns, independent 74
Promunciation 18
pronunciation 32

proximity 62
pseudo-intransitive verbs 40
Purpose clauses 110

QUANTIFIERS 86
quantifiers §3
Questions 131

RECIPROCAL VERB STEMS 106

RECLASSIFICATION of verb stems as
noun stems 115

REFLEXIVE VERB STEMS 106

RELATIVE CLAUSES 128

recipr 107

refl 106

rel 128

relatee 70

Relational nouns 71

relational stems 70

relative clauses 115

relative roots 93

rewriwe rule 25

root, verh 99

rule interaction 153

s - CONNECTION 150

s - INSERTION 150

s-Connection a 86

s-Connection b 88

SEMIVOWEL DRCP 151

SEMIVOWEL LOSS 152

SEMIVOWELS 4

second person prefix 34

secondary object 40, 102, 103, 111,
124, 154, 40

semantc classes 23

Semivowel Drop 69

Semivowel Loss 26

Semivowel aliemation 1, 99

semivowe] loss 28, 46, 54

short form of person agreement prefixes
35

singular 8, %, 11, 154

source 93
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sss - SHORTENING 133
STEM AGREEMENT 38
stat 635

stem 7

stems, complex 98
stems, simplex 98
SUBJUNCTIVE PARADIGMS 112
SUFFIXES 13
subcategorized 38, 101
subcategory 36

subj 112

subj = Subjunctive 112
subject 110, 133
Subjunctive 109
Subjunctive Paradigms 111
Subjunctive paradigm 139
Subordinste Clauses 105
sucatsgorization 39

suffix 13

Suppositional antecedent 112
SYNTAX 38

t- AFFRICATION [52
t-Affrication 25

TA 39

TENSE 30

Temporal Nominals 121
Temporal clauses 110
tense 31, 36

theme 43

theme suffix 133

TI 39

T1 THEME NOMINALS 126
Ti theme suffix 43
towardAspkr 94

transitive 15, 39, 42
Transitive Animate (TA) 39
Transitive Inanimate (TT} 39

UNSFECIFIED SUBJECT 51
Underlying grammatical relations 101
underspecified 82

unbinked nommals 101

unreal B4

Unreal Paradigms 114

unspecified 43, 59,72

unspecified object 40

unspecified possessor 72

V=vowel 26
VARIABLE-LENGTH VOWELS 79
VERB S5TEM TYPES 338

verb stern 15

VOWEL EPENTHESIS 153

?ggﬂr.

Index

VOWEL LENGTH 2
VOWEL SHORTENING 151
VOWELS 1

veiceless vowels 18

Vowel Shortening 26

what 135
what? 134
when? 136
where? 136
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who? 134
whose? 135
why? 136, 138
word 7

y - REDUCTION 152
YES/NC QUESTIONS 131
youy 17

zero 26




	FRONT.jpg
	CONTENTS-1.png
	CONTENTS-2.png
	blackfoot-grammar-000.png
	blackfoot-grammar-002.png
	blackfoot-grammar-004.png
	blackfoot-grammar-006.png
	blackfoot-grammar-008.png
	blackfoot-grammar-010.png
	blackfoot-grammar-012.png
	blackfoot-grammar-014.png
	blackfoot-grammar-016.png
	blackfoot-grammar-018.png
	blackfoot-grammar-020.png
	blackfoot-grammar-022.png
	blackfoot-grammar-024.png
	blackfoot-grammar-026.png
	blackfoot-grammar-028.png
	blackfoot-grammar-030.png
	blackfoot-grammar-032.png
	blackfoot-grammar-034.png
	blackfoot-grammar-036.png
	blackfoot-grammar-038.png
	blackfoot-grammar-040.png
	blackfoot-grammar-042.png
	blackfoot-grammar-044.png
	blackfoot-grammar-046.png
	blackfoot-grammar-048.png
	blackfoot-grammar-050.png
	blackfoot-grammar-052.png
	blackfoot-grammar-054.png
	blackfoot-grammar-056.png
	blackfoot-grammar-058.png
	blackfoot-grammar-060.png
	blackfoot-grammar-062.png
	blackfoot-grammar-064.png
	blackfoot-grammar-066.png
	blackfoot-grammar-068.png
	blackfoot-grammar-070.png
	blackfoot-grammar-072.png
	blackfoot-grammar-074.png
	blackfoot-grammar-076.png
	blackfoot-grammar-078.png
	blackfoot-grammar-080.png
	blackfoot-grammar-082.png
	blackfoot-grammar-084.png
	blackfoot-grammar-086.png
	blackfoot-grammar-088.png
	blackfoot-grammar-090.png
	blackfoot-grammar-092.png
	blackfoot-grammar-094.png
	blackfoot-grammar-096.png
	blackfoot-grammar-098.png
	blackfoot-grammar-100.png
	blackfoot-grammar-102.png
	blackfoot-grammar-104.png
	blackfoot-grammar-106.png
	blackfoot-grammar-108.png
	blackfoot-grammar-110.png
	blackfoot-grammar-112.png
	blackfoot-grammar-114.png
	blackfoot-grammar-116.png
	blackfoot-grammar-118.png
	blackfoot-grammar-120.png
	blackfoot-grammar-122.png
	blackfoot-grammar-124.png
	blackfoot-grammar-126.png
	blackfoot-grammar-128.png
	blackfoot-grammar-130.png
	blackfoot-grammar-132.png
	blackfoot-grammar-134.png
	blackfoot-grammar-136.png
	blackfoot-grammar-138.png
	blackfoot-grammar-140.png
	blackfoot-grammar-142.png
	blackfoot-grammar-144.png
	blackfoot-grammar-146.png
	blackfoot-grammar-148.png
	blackfoot-grammar-150.png
	blackfoot-grammar-152.png
	blackfoot-grammar-index-1.png
	blackfoot-grammar-index-2.png
	blackfoot-grammar-index-3.png

