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INTRODUCTION

Blackfoot F or Beginners— Workbooks One, Two and Three was first developed because the author, Esther
Tailfeathers, wanted to teach her two young children to speak their affiliate language which is Blackfoot.
About this same time, both the Lethbridge Public and Separate school districts were beginning to offer
the Blackfooi language and had it offered in seven schools at various grade levels.

Blackfoot language resources that were designed specifically to teach the language were nearly non-
existent. Therefore, when the Lethbridge Schools Native Education Project had the opp-.rtunity to develop
this material, all forces were conducive to the successful completion of a series of excellent language tools
for the beginning-speaking student.

Each workbook is geared to provide the leamner with a basic understanding of various aspects of language
use and daily functicns and notions, such as;

Blackfoot For Beginners, Workbook One (99 pages)
* oral tradition
* Blackfoot language alphabet
- consonanis
- vowels
- diphthongs (double letters)
 daily functions

Blackfoot For Beginners, Workbook Two (85 pages)

s counting and numbers
= animate and inanimate concept
« counting animate and inanimate things

Blackfoot For Beginners, Workbook Three (94 pages)

social conventions

body parts

extended family

daily routine

foods

use of verbs

clothing

home furnishings

animals, birds, insects, plants

All three workbooks are designed to help the learner develop vocabulary and to begin simple sentence
structure, while incorporating some traditional themes. Ample opportunity is given the leamer to interact
with the lessons in the way of interesting exercises for repetition, and as well, to help the instructor there
is a Teacher’s Guide section at the end of each workbook.

Sok4’ piiwa!
Kitdakai’ stamattsootsspoaawa

Johnel Tailfeathers
Project Coordinator
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NAAPIWA KI IKSOWA'POMAAHKAIKSI

Na aapi’siwa iitochkomiwa

“Arf arf aaaayoooo”
“Kitdaksspommoo; kitdakohkoto
ami A.”

Kidnaisskiinaawa aaniiwa
“Tii Iii Iiii’, kitdaksspommo;
kitaakohkoto ami 1.”

Nadpiwa ikkihkinii’takiwa;
mdaatohkottsi’poyiwa

Ki na p6dsa iitohkomiwa
“hihh, hihh, kitdaksspommo;
kitddkohkoto ami H.”




“Kaaaa Kaaa!” iitohkomiwa %
mai’stoowa “ma’tsit ama K

Iiniiwa iitohkomiwa
“Mmmaa mmmaa ma’tsit
ami M”

Ponokadmitaawa iikskd’siwa
ki iitohkomiwa “Nii nii
Kitdaksspommo; kitdakohkoto
ama N”

Co



“0000 0000 O000” Sipisttowa
1itohkomiwa “000 000. Kitdakohkoto
ami O”

Kiitokiiwa iitahkomiwa
“piip piip kitdakohkoto
ama P”

“Sssss Sssss” Pitsiiksiinaawa
“Ssss Sss” 1itohkomiwa
ma’tsit ami S

Tsikatsiiwa iitohkomiwa ’>
“Tsi Tsi tsi tsi ma’tsit ’
ami T’

Sa’aiwa iitohkomiwa
“Waak Waak ma’tsit
ami W”

¢



“liyaa iilyaaa” omahksstookiwa
iitohkomiwa “mmadatohtsikiopa,
ma’tsit ami ¥”

Na Apéniiwa iipddwaniiwa, maataéhtakowaatsiks
maminnistsi, iitohkotawa nadpiyi otsiitohkokka ami °.

2.

Naapiwa itahkohkottai’poyiwa;
daniiwa, “admoyi i’péwahsini
niitd’pssoka’piiwa.
Nitsiikohtaahsii’taki.”




‘ As your teacher calls out the animal’s name, put the sound that the
animal gave to Nadpiwa in the space beside it.







MAKE AND DO - ANIMAL SOUND DICE

Each student should bring a light cardboard box or shoe box. On the blank side
of the box the student should copy this pattern. Cut out all the outside edges and
fold on the dotted line and on the little flaps. Glue the die together. When it is
dry, put thel2 sounds that the animals gave ndadpiwa on the die.




SECTION 1 - VOCABULARY LIST

iksowa’pomaahkaiks ................... animals
aapi’siva .. ... i e coyote
POOSA .+ttt e e e cat
kd4naisskiinaawa ...................... mouse
maistoowa. ......oovt i, CIOW
Hofiwa . ... e buffalo (bison)
ponok4Omitaawa ...................... horse
SIpiSttoowa. . ... .. it e owl
kiftokiiwa. . ......... ... ... ... ... grouse
pitsitksiinaawa . . ......... ... ... .. ..., snake
tsikatsfiwa .......... ... ... . ..., grasshopper
SATAIWA. . ...t e e duck
omahksstookiwa ...................... donkey
apaniiwa. . ........ ... . butterfly
extra noun - maminnistsi ............... wings

Verbs and Adjectives:

ikkihkinii’takiwa ............. ... .. ..., he was feeling sad

maatohkottsi’poyiwa . . ................. he couldn’t speak

litohkomiwa.......................... he called

kitdaksspommoo ............ ... u... I will help you

kitdakohkoto ............... ... . ... ... I will give you

Ma’tsit ..... .ottt take this

nimadtohtsikio’pa ..................... I don’t care

lipddwaniwa...................c..un.. flew

maatdohtakowatsiks. . .................. didn’t make a sound

litohkotawa ............. ... ... .. ... gave it to him

itahkohkottdi’poyiwa. . ................. he could speak

QANTIWA. . ... e e he said

admoyi 1’powahsini niitd’pssoka’piiwa.. ... this language is very good

nitsiikohtaahsii’taki .................... I am pleased ‘
14



® SECTION 2 - “A" and “Aq”

Now we can start with the letters of the Blackfoot language.

Remember Aapi’siwa gave the letter A so we shall start with the letter A.

A is heard in the English words like faught, father, walk, and talk. Say
these words:

always caught tanght
almost call tall
got sock hot
bother fall not

Can you hear the aaa sound?
Can you think of any other words that make that sound?
In the last lesson these words had the Aa sound. Listen while your

teacher says the words of the last lesson. Now it is your turn to say the
words. Can you hear the Aa sound?

Na4 - pi - wa A - pé - nii - wa
Aa-pf’ -si-wa Ii - p4d4d - wa - ni - wa
K44 - nais - skii - naa wa Maa’ - tsit

Sa’ -4 - wa a - ma



Can you remember the names of the characters below? ‘




He:e are some new words. Repeat after your teacher the follow-
ing words:




Teacher:

Read this to the students.

Ask the students to answer these questions.

18
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e

Ama aakiikoan
Ki ama apédniiwa
dwaawahkaayaawa

K1 anna apaniiwa
ayiistapowaawa
ki anni aakiikoani
awaasai’niyindyi




‘ Tsa anistdpssiwaatsiksi? (What is this?)

While your teacher repeats the words of the animals above, write
under the animal how many times you hear the Aa sound.

Example:




Here are some more things with the Aa sound. Listen while your teacher says
the words. The second time around, the students should repeat after the teacher.

aakiikoana apaniiwa

mamiiwa naamoowa
0 g\
Q
naapiooyisi ddattsistaawa awékaasiwa
3
i
" L - .
naato’siwa imitdawa




SECTION 2 - “H"”

H Poosa gave nddpiwa the “h” sound.
This H is not like any of the sounds of the English language.

A cat’s kihhh comes very close to the Blackfoot H.

In the first section, we heard a few words with the H sound - they were:
(your teacher will say them)

ikkihkinii’takiwa. .............. he was feeling sad
maatohkottsi’poyiwa ........... he couldn’t speak
iitohkomiwa .................. the animal called
kitdakohkoto.................. I will give you
omahksstookiwa............... donkey
nimadtohtsikio’pa.............. I don’t really care
mé4tdohtakowaatsiksi. . ......... didn’t make a sound
itahkohkottdi’poyiwa ........... he could speak
nitsifkohtaahsii’taki ............ I am very pleased
Did you hear the H?

Listen to the following new words.

21
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Here are some more new words. Listen to your teacher say ‘
these words. Now repeat after your teacher.

O6h - ko - to - ki Im - mi - stsith - kii - taan - i
Piihk - ss6 In - n66h - soy - is - a




Here are some more H words. Listen while your teacher says the words. Try to

repeat the words the second time around.

&

—

%

O66hkotoka immistsiihkiitaani ksisohksisiwa
piihkss6 inn66hsoyisa ihkitsikayi
hadP)
g7
Omahkokatawa paapdowahsini mohsoyisi
sy

1ithtaéoyo’pa

a’siitahtaai
oy

20
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a6hpiikiinattsi




SECTION 2 - “I”

I Remember from the story of Nadpiwa and the animals kd4naisskiinaawa
gave Nadpiwa the I sound.

I'in the Blackfoot language is pronounced like “i” in if, it, is and in. Often

like “1” of elite especially when long (ii). Say these words and listen for the
L

ink this
think pin
kiss miss
flip chin

We have now heard very many Blackfoot words with the I sound, such as
these: (Listen while your teacher reads.)

aapi’siwa aakiikoana
nadpiwa aakiiwa
ké4naisskiinaawa imitddwa

iinfiwa piihkss6
sipisttoowa ksisohksisiwa
kiitokiiwa ihkitsikayi
pitsitksinaawa iihtd6oyo’pa
tsikatsiiwa nitsifkohtaahsii’taki
apaniiwa ikkihkinii’takiwa
mamiiwa a6hpiikiinattsi




‘ Here are some I words. Listen while your teacher says them.
Repeat after your teacher the second time around.

I-mi-tda - wa

Af-ksi-ni-wa Th - ki - tsf - ka - yi

Maoé - ki1 - wa

—\D
o |



Read through these words with your teacher; listen first then say. Can you Li:.ar

all the I's? ‘

I

imitddwa aiksiniwa ihkitsikayi

isst6Owahsini maokiiwa kiitokiwa
@]
L
kitsima mamiiwa
7z~
miistaki niipi niitoyisi

20235



Ihkitsfkammiaawa tsikatsiiksi; iitap6dyaawa
sikéhkotoki.

Ihk66nimaayaawa mamii ki pitsiiksiinai,
itahkdyiyaawa.

‘ Listen while your teacher reads this little story.
Can you hear 16 i’s?

221



A: Amok niitdyisi A: Imitdawa

A: Nitdnikkoowa Apiniskim Aa: Nitdakomatap6o
A: Oki, piit A: Tsimda?

A: Tsa kitanikkoowa? Aa: Nitdakihtsisoo
Aa: Nitdnikkoowa Aakiikoana A: Apiniskim

Aa: Tsa anistdpssiwaatsiksi? Aa: Aakiikoana

Listen to your teacher tell this little story. Your teacher will read
it first so you can understand. The second time around can you
hear all the i’s?

oo
(&0]

22



SECTION 2 - K"

The K that mai’st66wa gave to Nddpiwa may sound to you more like the “g”
of English words like goat, go, gander, girl and goose. That is because
English K has a puff of air after it in most positions in “a” words. The

Blackfoot K never has this puff of air. Here are some words with the
Blackfoot K.

kadnaisskiinaawa
kiitokiiwa
aakiikoana
kiddyowa

kitsimi

When K and S come together, the two sound like the “x” in Mexico. Try
these words after your teacher says them.

ksisohksisiwa
piihkssé
Omahksstookiwa
kitdaksspommoo
pitsiiksiinaawa
ikkihkinii’takiwa
kitdakohkoto
nitsiikohtaahsii’taki
itahkohkottai’poyiwa

B!

23



When your teacher says these words to you, listen for the voiced ‘
“K” and the soft “K”.

pd ~

Ka-ka-t6’-siwa Ki-da4i-yo-wa

Kii-to - ki-wa Ki - tsim - 1

an %



Kdaanaisskiinaawa ki kiddyowa.

Kéédnaisskiinaawa 44niiwa “Nitdakahkayii”.
K1 na kiddyowa adniiwa “Kako!”

Listen while your teacher reads this to you.
How many K's do you hear?

3



Listen while your teacher says these words to you. The second time around, write
“k” under the picture if it is voiced and “ks” if it is the “ks” sound.

ksisdyiwa kakatd’siwa
I
L1
o
kitsim kiitokiwa

aakiikoana ksisohksisiwa 66hkotoki
pithkssé 6konoki ponokédwa

32
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o SECTION 2 - "M"”

liniiwa gave M to Nddpiwa. M is just like the M of English. From all of the

previous lessons, we have learned very many M words. Can you think of
some? Do you remember these?

mai’stééwa .................. Crow
maminmistsi.................. wings

immistsifhkiitaani
omahksstookiwa
mohsoyis
maodkiiwa

27



Here are some “M” words. Can you say them after your teacher ‘
says them? How many can you say by yourself?

Mo’ - tsis - i Mii - stak - 1

¢



Maokiiwa ki Matsiyikkapisaawa.

Maidkiiwa iinoyiiwa
Matsiyikkapisaayi.
Ki na miokiiwa
1’tsikinsstsoohsiwa.

Listen while your teacher reads this to you.

-
31)
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Listen while your teacher says the words which go to the things below. Put an
“M” under the things that start with “M”. ‘

___amid’tsikimiwa ___amiiwa

i
Y

__O’tsisi ___ 1istaki ___aamO66éwa

__ mitddwa ___ Gapsspa __ ohksisisi

L \
___ oht6okiists ___4aoyi __O’tsisi

~

363 i



SECTION 2 - "N”"

Ponokddmitaawa gave Nddpiwa the N sound. This is a very easy sound
which is much like the N in the English language. Can you say these words

without the help of your teacher? Do you remember them from other
lessons?

(pictures)

nadpiwa naamoéowa
niityisi niipi
naatd’siwa naapiooyisi

Did you know that the first 6 numbers start with the letter N?

Ni'tékskaa ............. 1
Naiato’ka .............. 2
Niookska .............. 3
Niisé ................. 4
Niisito ..........ooo... 5
N&6o ................. 6

3



Listen while your teacher says these words. Perhaps you can say them now
without your teacher’s help. ‘

\

Niit6yisi naaté’siwa

naamoédéwa niipi naapiooyisi

What numbers begin with “N”"? Can you say them as you write them?

o
32



m_ m|E

E

N4éa - pioo - yis - 1

N&a - pi - wa
O0-to-kda’ -tsis-i




Ts4 anistapiiwa? (What is it?)

Na naahka N4dpi?

Na naahk N4api?

Na naahk N44pi?
Amokao’k, amokao’k
Tsa niitd’pii N4dpi?
Tsa niitd’pii N44pi?
Ikssoka’pii, Ikssoka’pii

Teacher: This song is to be sung to the tune of “Where is
Thumbkin?” (Are you Sleeping, Brother John)

()
34



SECTION 2 - “O”

Remember that Sipisttoowa gave Nadpiwe this sound. O is the third vowel
of the Blackfoot language. It is pronounced like “0” in go, toe, low, and
snow. Can you hear the “0” in these words?

potato no doe bow sew flow

35



Read through these words with your teacher. In the bottom 6 spaces, draw

anything that has the “0” sound. .
7
V.
niitoyisi
¥
’
G66hkotoki paapdowahsini ponokddmitaawa

36



Naa - t0’ - s1 - wa Ko’ -ko-mi-ki’-som-ma

O-ko-no-ki

Aa-w3apss-pii-nao’-sa’ tsis-a




Ninaistako

Aaa - Tii

Aaa - Iii - Ooo
Aaa - lii

Aaa - Ii1 - Ooo
Aaa - Lii - Ooo

Iii - Aaa - Iii - Ooo

O -ki

Tsa - tsi - 00

issd’ - tsit

mii - sta - pohts
mii - sta - kiists
Ni - nai - sta - koo

Aaa - i1

Aaa - Iii - 000
Aaa - lii

Aaa - lii - 000
Aaa - Iii - 000

Iii - Aaa - Iii - 000

S
S0

38




e SECTION 3 - Ksiskandotonisi
B
‘\& \J

N

=3 NG

Anndohk k81skanaotonlsl
nitsifpookaki

39






Nitsifydaksistotoohsi
Nitsiiydakowayi

41



Nitssdpskaohsatoo’pa
nitsisttohksisoka’sim

42




> LD

Nitsiiydakotoahsimi ki
nitaaksstsitsik.

40
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Nitsitsikiiniiwa
na nississa




SECTION 4 - "P”

Let’s do the second half of the Blackfoot letters. Which animal gave
Naapiwa the letter P? It must have been Kiitokiwa. The letter P is
pronounced almost like “b” of the English language.

In this lesson, we shall not only listen and say but we will start to write
some words.

poosa, aapi’siwa, nifpi, ponokd, nd4piwa, pi’kssiiwa

poo - sa, aa - pi’ - si (wa), po - no - kdwa,
nii - pi, pi’ - ks - sii (wa)

45



Read through these words with your teacher. Then draw 6 things that have
the “P” sound in them. ‘

poosa aapi’siwa niipi

ponokawa ndapiwa pi’kssiiwa

46



Isskoohtsika maatsitstsii’pa ponokddomitaiksi.
Christopher Columbus ii’to’toowa ki ii’tsipiyiiwa
ponokd6mitaawa, Niitsitapiiksi itsiinoyiiyaawa
ponokdlémitaawa, ponokdinattsi ki imit4inattsi.
Inihkdtsiiwa ponokdOmitaawa.

@)

, 5 e
Y4 W Z}mﬂ

Ponokawa Imitaawa

Ponokaomitaawa

-
=0

47 l)!‘



Write and say. -

Po-no-kadé-mi-taa-wa

Po’ - taa - ni




‘ Where do these words fit?

Poosa
Ponokdwa
Aapi’siwa
Pokéna

(e

49




Have your teacher read this little poem about popcorn.

Paapéowahsini, paapdowahsini
paap paap paapdowahsini
nitsiipapao’ka nitsiipapao’ka
paap paap paapdowahsini

1. Can you say this poem?
2. Can you draw a picture to match the poem?

3. Can you make up a nonsense poem with all the sounds you have
learned.

50



‘ Fill in the proper consonant: K, M, N, P

1

itsimi iistsisa okona

'

® iddyowa ifpi aaméowa

1it0yisi 0’tsisi amiiwa

' onokddmitaawa sisoyi akato’siwa



Can you fill in this crossword puzzle?

s
N\

o
ﬁ

N\




® SECTION & - “s”

“Ssssss” iitohkomiwa pitsiiksiinaawa. Remember that pitsiiksinaawa
gave Nadpiwa the letter S.

S in Blackfoot is a little different than in English. The Blackfoot § is
made by holding the tip of your tongue up towards the roof of your mouth
and not against the back of your bottom teeth.

Let’s review some words we have learned to say with the S sound. Can
you draw these things?

miistaki
niitoyisi
naaté’siwa

. These 3 were sasy because the S is not mixed up with another letter.

Now we will look at when K comes before S, if you remember KS gives
the same sound as “x” in Mexico.

piihkssé
aiksiniwa
mohksisisi
ni’t0kska
ksisohksisiwa
ksisGyiwa



Si - pist - too - wa Séda - pia’ - tsis - i

Si’ - k&4 - na S00 - tsi - maan - 1

60



Listen for the “s” sound as your teacher reads the words. Can you think of
‘ 6 *“s” words to draw in the 6 empty boxes? Draw them.

(

\

piithkssé diksiniwa mohksisisi

‘ ni’tokska ksisohksisiwa ksisdyiwa

55



“SaahkoOmaapiyi, kitdékska’sspa?”
“Aa, nitdokska’si.”

“Aakiikoani, kitaissinaakihpa?”
“Aa, nitdissinaaki.”




SECTION 4 - “T"

Tsikatsiiwa iitohkotawa Nddpiwa ama T.

T is not pronounced exactly like the T of English. Listen to these T words,
then say them:

Train Tomorrow To

Put your hand in front of your mouth when you say them. Can you feel

your breath on your hands? Then say the following words in Blackfoot.
Can you feel your breath on your hands?

naaté’siwa
imitddwa
oohkotoki
niitdyisi
kiitokiwa
a’sfitahtaai

When T comes before S in a word, it sort of slides into the S. Like in
Tsikatsiiwa. Here are some more words with T and S together.

57



A-tsi-kin-1

Ih-ki-tsi-ka-yi




. Review the story in the previous section called ksiskana6tonisi.
Listen while your teacher reads it to you. You may try to read
along but listen very carefully for the “ts” sound. Can you count
how many times you hear the “ts” sound? =]

/237 NP Al l
st 2

Annddéhk ksiskaniotonisi
nitsiipookaki

Nitsiiydakowayi Nitsiiydaksistotoohsi

‘ Nitaaksstsitsiki Nitsitsikiiniiwa na

¥ .
b nississa

59



Listen while your teacher says these words.
Fill in the missing letters.

__ _ katsfiwa
a___ _ kir.
daat _ __  staawa




e ———

SECTION 4 - “w*~
Sa’aiwa iitohkotsiiwa Nadpiyi ami W,

W is almost like the W of English. It is different when it comes at the
end of a word followed by an “a” then you whisper the “wa”. So sa’diwa

sounds like you are saying sa’ai. We can call it the ghost “wa”, It is
there but can barely be heard.

67
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Awidkaasiwa

Paapééwahsini

Issto6wahsini
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Find the words that go with the pictures, then find the 2 words that don’t end

‘ in ‘éwa”




SECTION 4 - "Y”

Remember that omahksstookiwa gave Nadpiwa the letter Y. Y is much
like the Y of English but it is like W because when Y is at the end of
a word followed by “i”, it too is whispered. Like in ihkitsikayi and
matdyihkoyi and m4aoyi.

W and Y are letters which mark the difference between what we call
animate and inanimate. Animate means things that are living or have just
been put in the animate category. They are marked with a “wa” and
inanimate are non-living things marked with “yi”. Sometimes the “w”

is dropped and only “a” appears. Sometimes the Y is dropped and only
the “i” appears.

On the following page, look for animate (wa) and inanimate things (y1)
or (i).




Niitdyisi Nédpiooyisi

R3S
\

Mohsoyisi Iihta6oyo’pa

ey -
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SECTION &4 - ’and the Stress Mark ~

Apaniiwa maminnistsi maatdohta - kowatsiks. Remember that Apdniiwa’s
wings did not make a sound, instead of making a sound you must pause.
When you see this mark ’. ’ is like the silent moment when the butterfly
flaps its wings. Let’s practice the pause with these words.

Mo “isisi
Mami4’tsikimiwa
si’k4adna
ni’tokska
naato’ka
a’siitahtaai
ithtadoyo’pa
iithtai’poyo’pa

You have probably noticed the “ mark over some of the letters. It means

that you must say those letters at a little higher pitch than the rest of the
word.

& I
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SECTION 5 - NITAAKSOY!

Nitdaksoyi
Nitsiksisttso’kini
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Na niksissta 460oyo’siwa
owai ki aiksin6dsaki
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Nita6oyi ow4f ki

nodsaki

aiksi




Af’tama’kito’to’wa
ihkitsikayi 44nao’kaotooma

l\:[
~.\
- o
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Nitsssiikiniistsi
ki nitsssisskioohsi

-1

-3



<

Nitdakitapoo
iitdissksinima’tstohkio’pi
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SECTION 6 - DOUBLE LETTERS

Double letters in Blackfoot are more important than double letters in
English. Vowels become longer if there are double vowels. Consonants
become longer too when you double them or triple them.

The following pages have double letters. Can you find them?

~3
.
-
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Say these words with your teacher. Listen for the double letters. ‘

Ada - ttsis - taa - wa

Maa - t44 - ki
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DOUBLE LETTERS:

AA Ama 4dattsistaawa 46oyiwa maatddki
ki awaaniiwa, “likadhsiiwa ami maatiaki.”
Aakiiwa iinikkoyihkaamiiwa, “Miistapoot!”
Aaattsistawa itsfistapokska’siwa!

II Amokao isstsifyainaka’siwa ki k44naisskiinaawa
ithkOmatakiwa. I’ndkssaahkomaapiwa
ithk66noyiiwa kéadnaisskiinaawa ki isstsifyainaka’siwa.
I’'nakssaahkomaapiwa iyimmiwa.

Listen while your teacher reads the 2 passages above. Can
you hear all the double a’s and i’s?
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Kaanaisskiinaawa Pi’kssiiwa

[ihtd6oyo’pa
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SECTION 6 - DIPHTHONGS

When certain pairs of vowels are next to each other, the sound they make
is called a diphthong. / ,
e

Ai

Ao

Oi

[ L

“Ai” that comes before double consonants is pronounced like

(I P44

at” in said, and the short “e” in fed, red and head.
“Ai” that comes before the ’ (glottal stop) or butterflys wing

beat is longer than it is before double consonants.

“A0” 1s like the “aw” in dawn and becomes longer when it
comes before the * (glottal stop) when it is like “ou” in house.

“O1” 1s not very common but it is pronounced like the “oy”
in boy. Try saying:

Otahkdéinattsiwa - yellow
Otsskoinattsiwa - blue or green
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Ai-ksi-ni-wa

Af-ssin- i’ - pi

&4

-al - wa

Sa’

(=]
a4

I1 - tai - soo - yo’ - pi

7

Omahk - a1’ stoo - wa




Amoka iitdisooyo’pi.
Am 4iksiniwa d6oyiwa aissinii’pi
ki ama Sa’aiwa d6oyiwa 4issinii’pi.

-
w
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Amoksi kddnaisskiinaiksi ohkitépiiyaawa
ksiwdainaka’siiksi.

Ama saahkémaapiwa aanistawa ‘Herb,’

ki ama aakiikoana danistawa ‘Mabel’.

Herb ki Mabel ohkitopiiyaawa ksiwdainaka’siiksi.

Lan}
&
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AO "’

Ao’ - t6 - pis - tan - ni

A6h - pii - kii - nat - tsi Maoo - yi

&5
(@)
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Amoksi ponokd6émitaiks d6kska’siyaawa.
Ama ponokddmitaayi ksikksindmma
ki ami mattsstsiki siksinAmmindyi.

A
)



Ao

Ai

SECTION 6

Can you say, “Six horses are running.”?
Nddoyaawa ponoké4émitaiks 46kska’siyaawa.

How about saying, “The girl is eating corn.”?
Aakiikoana 46oyiwa 46hpiikiinattsiyi.

Say, “The mice are writing.”
Kéénaisskiinaiks 4issinaakiyaawa.

Say, “Are those ducks eating?”
Omiksi sa’diks d6oyiwaiksaawa?
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® SECTION 6

Some difficult sounds in the Blackfoot language are “ih”, “ah”, and “oh”.
Here is some extra practice with these sounds.

Ih Say, “The sheep sang ‘what’s wrong, what’s wrong’.”
Iimahkihkinawa inihkiwa kitsikithpa, kitsikiihpa.

Here are some practice words:
ihkitstkayi
piihkssé
akihsin
immistsifhkiitani
ithtd6oyo’pa
itht4i’poyo’pa

‘ I Say, “The boy said, ‘Where is my grandfather?’
Over there, oops sorry old man, there is my grandfather.”

SaahkOmaapiiwa awaniiwa
“Na nahk nadhsa?” “Oma!”

“Paahts4d’pi omahkinaa. Omao’k naahk nadhsa.”

Oh Say, “Elephant ears and mosquito nose.”
Inn66hksisiwa oht6okiists ki ksisohksisiwa ohksisisi.

Here are some more practice words:

nohkéwa............. my son
koohkétsi ............ your foot
66hkimaat! ........... wait!
inné6hsoyisa. ......... spoon
‘ mohtd6kiists. ... ...... ears
mohksisisi............ nose



7%

Maténni ama saahkOmaapiiwa iitasai’niiwa ki na
ifmahkihkinayi itohkomiyindyi, “Kitsikiithpa? kitsikithpa?”
Saahkémaapiiwa aaniiwa, “Na nahk naidhsa?”
fimahkihkinayi isopéwahtsi’siyindyi, “Takdatsiksi kaahsi?”
SaahkOmaapiiwa aaniiwa, “Tsaotsi.”

fimahkihkinayi aanifyindyi, “Min4ttasd{’nit, issimmisa oma
omahkinaawa, ito’taipoyi oma iitawai’pihtakio’pa.”

“Aa, omao’k naahk nadhsa, nitsifkohtaahsii’taki.”

3C
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@ Fill in the missing letters as your teacher says the words.

Ay

66 __ kotoki 1 __ kitsika

pil __ kssé a’siita __ tayi
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Can you fill out this cros




APPENDIX |
TEACHER'S GUIDE FOR BOOK 1

The material in this book is meant to be a supplemental resource for students who
are at various levels of learning the Blackfoot language. Beginning students are not
expected to read the material but rather to listen while the teacher reads and follows
picture sequences. Students with more advanced knowledge of the language should
begin to interact with the written words.

SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTORY STORY
NAAPIWA KI IKSOWA’'POMAAHKAIKS  (pages 1-8)

In the past teaching was done through storytelling so this section is meant to
introduce the language with a story of how Nd4piwa was given language. Because
beginning students have little or no understanding of the language teachers may use
various ways of helping the students to understand. The story of Nadpiwa may be
told in English first then in Blackfoot. This should be done using each picture as
an interval. The teacher may choose to be very animate and mime each picture
sequence while telling the story in Blackfoot.

EXERCISES:

Do not be afraid to repeat the story and to add on to it if you feel
like it. During the second reading ask the students to repeat the
sounds that the animals gave to Nddpiwa. Perhaps you could give
each child an animal to portray while you tell the story.

(Pages 5 & 6)

While the teacher goes over the story the students should be asked
which animals gave certain sounds or letters to Nadpiwa. The
students should write the sounds in the space provided.

(Page 7)

A small project allowing the students to think about the letters which
the animals gave. The pattern for the die should be cut out and glued
to a light cardboard box like a cereal box and then cut out the whole
piece. Fold along the dotted lines then glue the little flaps to the
sides which are specified so that you end up with 12 sides. Use the
dice for the following activities.
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ACTIVITIES:

Animal Sound Game

(a) Each student must have a partner. Partners should sit facing
each other and about 3 feet apart. They must toss the die to
the partner while the partner tosses his/her die back. When
they catch the dice they must make the sound of the side of the
die which is highest up and quickly toss it back to the partner.
The players must try not to end up with 2 dice at the same time.

(b) More advanced version - the same as above but the student must

say the name of the animal which gave the letter then make
the sound.

Save the dice for further on.

Animal Puppei Show

Animal Race

Animal Name

Students should bring an old sock that is not going to be used again.
With marking pens or colored construction paper the students can
make puppets of the anirnals which helped Nddpiwa and of Nd4piwa.
Proceed to follow the story from this section. Each animal can
introduce itself and give Nddpiwa a sound. (Eg. Oki, nitdnikko
aapi’siwa ki kitdakohkoto ama A.)

(Should be played outside or in gyimnasium.)

The teacher is the first to be Nddpiwa all the players must line up
at the start line when N4ddpiwa calls out an animal (in Blackfoot)
then the children must crawl, walk on all fours, hop, duckwalk,
flapwings, etc. towards the finish line. If they make a mistake they
must go back to the start. The winner then becomes N4ddpiwa.

The teacher is again Nddpiwa and gives each student an animal
name. Nadpiwa may choose to give the child a name in the manner
of name giving the traditional way. Nddpiwa can put his’her hands

on the students shoulders and give the student a gentle push while
giving the name.

After everyone has a name then Nddpiwa calls out an animal name.
The animal must answer with the sound it gave.

If the students are advanced enough they may take turns being
Ndadpiwa. a5

90




Y, E
ﬁ?§§%ﬁ §§é%

XA 4 - A;""
\\ \\\\\// 301/587-8202
\ ¢

Centimeter

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 N

1 2 3 4

Inches 1 flas flzs
= Iz

L] o [l28

= &

125 [l e

K //\

067 "lE //

//H“_F- \ MANUFACTURED TO AIIM STANDARDS
0/// BY APPLIED IMAGE. INC.

12 13 14 15

mm



Hot Potcto “Maataadki”

Ndédpiwa must stand in the middle of a circle, using a beanbag or a small
soft object. Nddpiwa must throw the object “Maatdski” to a student and
give a sound the student must throw the bag “Maat4ddki” back to Nddpiwa
and repeat the sound.

Making Noise

Each student is given a sound. When the teacher points at the student,

the student must keep making the sound until another student makes a
sound.

SECTION 2 - BLACKFOOT LETTERS A, H, L, K, M, I, O. (pages 9-38)

This section introduces the first 7 letters of the Blackfoot language. Each letter has
an introduction that the teacher should read to/with the class. The teacher should
say each word slowly breaking each word into syllables, as is done on page 11, then
have the students concentrate on each syllable. Slide the syllables together and
repeat the word in the fashion which it is normally said.

A Page 9 - Introductic~ to A

Read page 9 with the students, make sure they are very familiar with the
“a” sound.

Page 10
For repetition ask them to give you the names of the characters, if they

need help suggest a name, ask them if it is the proper name for the
character.

Page 11
Div. I should repeat the words after the teacher. Div II should write the

word in the space provided below the printed word. Get them to practice
each syllable as they write it.

Page 12
Read this with the students so they begin to hear the “a” sound in context.

Page 13

Try to get the students to listen for the “a” sound as they say or answer
the question.
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Page 14

Div. I students should cover the words below the pictures as the teacher
says what each picture is. Ask them to listen for the “a” sound the first
time around. The second time through have the students repeat after you.
Div. II can read the words both times through.

EXERCISES:

Page 14

Teacher should enlarge the pictures on this page and then cut them out,
glue them on cards and use them as flash cards. Students can cut the
pictures out and make flash cards. First for familiarity with the words the
teacher says the word and each student may hold up the picture. Example
the teacher says ndépiooyisi, the students hold up the picture of the house.
Second for pronounciation practice the teacher holds up a flash card and
the students must say what it is.

ACTIVITIES:
Telephone Line “Iihtai’poyo’pa”

The students can place chairs side by side or stand side by side. The student
at the front of the line must whasper a word from this lesson into the next
child’s ear. The word must be passed on to the last student in line. The
last student must say the word he/she heard. Is it what was said into the
telephone? Give everyone a chance to be first.

In what order?

Using the last page 14 of 12 pictures, the teacher can say the words in a
oifferent order than they appear on the page. The students must write (1)
by the first, (2) by the second and so on.

H Page 15

Read through page 15 with the students in the same manner as you did
with the part on A.

Pages 16 & 17
Should be done the same as A too.

1. Teacher say words - students must repeat and count how many times
you hear “h” sound.
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2. Teacher say these short sentences - students count on fingers how many
times they hear the “h” sound for each sentence.

(a) ksisohksisiwa maatdtohtakowaatsiks

(b) omahksstookiwa ddniiwa nimdatohtsikio’pa
(¢) kitdakohkoto inné6hsoyisa

(d) kitdakohkoto immistsiihkiitaani

(e) nddpiwa ikkipkinii'takiwa

(f) piihkss6yi 66hkotokists

(g) nitsiikohtaahsii’taki

Note: A short, unaccented vowel before “h” is voiceless and simulta-
neous with the “h” (eg. “oh” will sound like a long “h” made with
the lips rounded).

3. Péésaiks itahkohkottdi’poyiyaawa
(The cats could talk)

The teacher is the leader cat he/she picks a list of words with the “h”
sound. All the students become cats and must kneel on all fours on the
floor. Everytime the leader cat says a word with an “h” the other cats
must arch their backs and repeat the word exaggerating the “h” sound.
(Eg. list - ksisohksisiwa, 66hkotoki, immistsithkiitanni, piihkssé,
iné6hsoyisa, 6mahksstookiwa, nimaatohtsikio’pa)

Pages 18, 19 & 20
To be done in the same manner as the previous 2 letters A, H.

Page 21
The teacher should read through this once, helping the students to
understand the story. The second time through students should have a

pen and paper handy to tick off every time they hear the “i”. There are
16 “i’s” that can be heard.

Page 22

An introductory to conversation. This page can be used in many ways.
First, the teacher should read through the dialogue helping the students
to understand what is being said. Second, you can have the students listen
for the “i’'s.” Third, each student should have a partner to practice with.
This may be a bit difficult for Div. I but should be done by Div. II.

”~ -~
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ACTIVITIES: ‘

Find a partner, then find a space where you and your partner can have
an imaginary niitéyisi. In your niit6yisi put as many “” things as you can
think of. You may even practice saying what the two friends are saying
to each other in this short story.

Here is a list of things that might be in a niit6yisi.

kitsima ........... door
ksis6yiwa.......... tea kettle
innééhsoyisa ....... spoon

immistsithkiitaani .. fry bread
Have your teacher help you with these words.

K Pages 23, 24 & 26
Should be done in the same manner as the previous letters.

Page 25 - The teacher should read through this short story with the
students, helping them to understand. Have them count how many “k’s”
they hear. Then ask them to make up a short ccaversation between
kédnaisskiinaawa and kiddyowa.

ACTIVITIES:
Kiaayowa

One student is chosen to be kiddyowa he/she must leave the room. While
kiddyowa is out of the room the others must choose who is kddnaisskiinaawa.
Then they must all find a spot to stand quietly (and still). Kiddyowa must
be blindfolded and brought back into the room. Kiddyowa must search for
kddnaisskiinaawa, if he/she finds someone, kiddyowa must say
kddnaisskiinaawa kitdnikkowa kddnaisskiinaawa. The student must
answer saa nitdnikkowa (give his/her name), if he/she is
not kddnaisskiinaawa. If he/she is kddnaisskiinaawa, he/she must answer
az nitdnikkowa kdanaisskiinaawa. Kd44naisskiinaawa now becomes
kiddyowa. Play this until everyone has had a chance to be both.

100
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Pages 27-30

Should be done as the previous letters except that page 30 asks that the

students print an “m” in the blank under the picture if the words starts
with “m”.

Maataaki

This game is played like hot potato where everyone sits in a circle except
for the one who stands in the middle. The one who stands in the middle
must toss a small object like a bean bag or a ball to one person in the circle

and say an “m” word. The one who catches it must throw it back and repeat
the word. If someone misses saying the word he must be it.

ACTIVITIES:

Bingo with the Letter “M”

The students may pick any 6 of the 12 pictures which appear on the
previous page. They can make a small circle in the top right hand corner
of the picture. The teacher can then choose randomly which word to call.
If the student has that word as one of his/her 6 choices he/she can put an
“x” in the circle. The first one to get all 6 is the first one out. Keep calling
until everyone is finished. You may play this several times if the student
has small removable objects, eg. pebbles that may be placed in the circle.

Magazine Collage

Ask the students to bring old magazines that can be cut up. Students
should find pictures that have the letter “m” in them and cut them out and
glue them to the page to inake an “m” collage.

Telephone Line - “Iihtdi’poyo’pa”

This game appears in the section on the letter A. Use only words with “m”
in them.

-
lc
~ A
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N Pages 31-34
Should follow along the same as before. Page 32 asks that the students
begin to say these 6 first words on their own. The second part of page 32

asks that they write down the numbers which begin with “n” using the 6
empty boxes.

Page 324

Has 2 short exercies, Ts4 anistdpiiwa? This just introduces the question
“T's4 anistdpiiwa?”, if you remember page 13 asks “T'sa anistdpssiwaatsiksi?”
The difference being Tsa anistdpiiwa is asking “what is it?” referring to an
inanimate thing while “T'sa anistdpssiwaatsiksi?” is referring to an animate
thing.

The bottum half of the page is a fun little song Na neahk N4dpiwa?
Translated - Where is Nddpiwa, where is Nddpiwa? Here he is, here he
is. How are you Nadpiwa? How are you Nddpiwa? Doing fine, doing fine.

ACTIVITIES:

You might want to play Nddpiwa and the animals as outlined in Section
1. Only now you should have each student have a short conversation with
Naéapiwa before he/she gets an animal name.

0 Pages 35, 36, 37 & 38
Should follow normal procedure. You may choose activities which may be
appropriate from those suggested previously.

SECTIiON 3 - KSISKANAOTONISI (pages 39-44)

This short section is designed just to introduce the vocabulary of daily routine. The
importance of this section is that the students hear the sounds which they have
learned and that they begin to understand some common words. Div. 1 should try
to say some of the words but they need not memeorize. Just have fun with trying
to say and help them to understand. Div. II should work at being able to say all

the words.

ACTIVITIES:

“This Morning” Annééhk ksiskandaoétonisi
Pages 39-44

1. For each phrase develop a movement all the students must stand by
their chair and imitate washing their face if the teacher says

13
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nitsitsssisskiitsi or put on their pants for nitsiiydakowayi, etc.

2. The teacher can mimic or do each movement and the students either
individually or all together must say what it is using the Blackfoot word.

3. Give each student a phrase (in secret) either whisper in the ear or show
the picture to them. One student may start by miming the phrase, the
students must guess using the Blackfoot term. The first student to

guess must then act out his’her word. Play this game until all have
had a turn.

It is not important for level one students to know how to write the words
but they should be able to first recognize them and later to say them.

SECTION 4 - BLACKFOOT LETTERS P, S, T, W, Y, ’. (pages 45-66)

This section completes the rest of Blackfoot alphabet starting with “p”. It follows
the same procedure as Section 2, and because there are a number of activities

suggested in the first part of this book the teacher should choose some of those which
best fit.

P Pages 45-51
Page 47 translation - “In the past there were no horses.” Christopher
Columbus came and brought the horse. Native Americans saw the horse.
It looked like an elk and a dog so they called it elk-dog. This page is meant
for more advanced students than Div. II but can be used just so that both

Div. I and II may hear the language in context and learn the history of
how some words came to be.

Page 49
A simple crossword puzzle can be done by both Div. I & II

Page 50

Help the students to say this little poem about popcorn - translation:
popcorn, popcorn - paap - paap - popcorn. I dreamt, I dreamt - paap - paap
- popcorn.

Page 51 & 52

Are both simple but the students may need help with the words. For Dsv.
I you should read the words as they fill in the missing letters.



Pages 53-56

Page 53
Asks that the students draw miist4ki, niitéyisi, naaté’siwa.

Page 54
Standard.

Page 55

Asks that the students draw 6 “s” words in the empty boxes. Help them
if they need help.

Page 56

Introducing the verbs 46kska’si and 4issinaaki. The teacher should have
the students pair up. Each pair should learn how to ask and answer each
question. Perhaps you want to work with a few other verbs.

Pages 57-60

Page 57

Do the little exercise with the difference between “t” & “d”. They should
feel their breath on their hands as they say tlie English words and not with
the Blackfoot words. Tsi, Tsa are very difficult sounds. Page 59 should
help a bit but the teacher should help them to practice the ts.

Pages 61-63

Page 61

This page is standard. The teacher should spend a little time showing the
difference betwen a “w” whicl occurs in the middle of a word and a “w”
which occurs at the end of a word and a “w” which occurs at the end of

a word. Keep in mind that some Blackfoot speakers do pronounce the “wa”
at the end of a word.

Page 63

Is the same as page 14. Read the words out loud to the students. Tell
them that you will pronounce the “wa” at the end so they can hear it. The
2 words that do not end in “wa” are aakitkoana and nédpiooyisi.
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Y Pages 64 & 65

Page A4
Gives a short introduction to animate and inanimate nouns. Book 2 will
deal with that in much more detail.

Y. Page 66
The apostrophe and stress mark. The apostrophe signifies a short pause
in the word. The teacher might want to exaggerate the pause at first then
say the words normally just to get the feeling of the pause.

The stress mark signifies a high pitch, or stress on a certain part of the
word.

Ask the students to close their eyes and listen while you say a list of words.
Ask them to listen for the stress. Have them practice a number of words.
The following list is suggested:

aohkiiwa ............... water

a6hkiwa ............... barking (the dog)
sa’diwa . ............... the duck
naatoka ............... 2 (two)
66hkotoki .............. stone
ksisohksisiwa ........... mosquito
mamiiwa............... fish

Nédpiwa . .............. Napi

Nilpp ... leaf

SECTION 5 — NITSIKSISTTSO’KINI (PM HUNGRY) (pages 67-72)

This section is intended to follow Section 3. Again this deals with daily routine and
should be treated as was section 3. The students in Div. I should be able to say all
the words with some help. Div. II should be able to read along then say the words.

ACTIVITY:

Make a list of breakfast foods like: onniki - milk, pikkiaakssini - porridge,
oowayi - eggs, aiksiné6sakiksi - bacon, isttohkihkiitaani - pancakes, etc.

The teacher may ask “Would you iike to eat bacon?”, kitdksto’htsoyih -
paatsiki diksin66sakiksi?” The student may answer “No, I do not like
bacon”; “Saa nitsiikdikai'tsii’pi diksinéésakiksi or “Yes, I like bacon”; “Aa,
nitsikdhsi'tsii’pa diksinéésakiksi.”

"
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SECTION 6 - DOUBLE LETTERS & DIPHTHONGS (pages 73-88)

This section is meant to help students with sounds which are sometimes very difficult.

Double letters

Diphthongs

Pages 73-77

Double letters are not that difficult but do need some attention.
Page 73 follows the standard. Read page 74 with the students
and help them to understand it. Div. II should be able to read
the text but may need help with pronounciation.

Pages 75-77
Should be done the same as above.

Pages 78-83

Diphthongs are often quite difficult and the teacher might want
to spend some time on this aspect. The idea of 2 vowels making
one peculiar sound is not easy for English speakers. Use pages
79, 80, 81, 82 and 83 for extra practice.

Pages 84 - 88

Some difficult sounds are dealt with on pages 84-88. Pleass go

through these pages with the students. Listen for any problems
they may have.

1o?
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INTRODUCTION

Blackfoot For Beginners — Workbooks One, Two and Three was first developed because the author, Esther
Tailfeathers, wanted to teach her two young children to speak their affiliate language which is Blackfoot.
About this same time, both the Lethbridge Public and Separate school districts were beginning to offer
the Blackfoot language and had it offered in seven schools at various grade levels.

Blackfoot language resources that were designed specifically to teach the language were nearly non-
existent. Therefore, when the Lethbridge Schools Native Education Project had the opportunity to develop
this material, all forces were conducive to the successful completion of a series of excellent language tools
for the beginning-speaking student.

Each workbook is geared to provide the learner with a basic understanding of various aspects of language
use and daily functions and notions, such as;

Blackfoot For Beginners, Workbook One (99 pages)
 oral tradition
» Blackfoot language alphabet
- consonants
- vowels
- diphthongs (double letters)
+ daily functions

Blackfoot For Beginners, Workbook Two (85 pages)

+ counting and numbers
+ animate and inanimate concepi
« counting animate and inanimate things

Blackfoot For Beginners, V/orkbook Three (94 pages)

social conventions

body parts

extended family

daily routine

foods

use of verbs

clothing

home fumishings

animals, birds, insects, plants

* L] L ] L ] [ ] [ e * *

All three workbooks are designed to help the leamer develop vocabulary and to begin simple sentence
structure, while incorporating some traditional themes. Ample opportunity is given the leamner to interact
with the lessons in the way of interesting exercises for repetition, and as well, to help the instructor there
is a Teacher’s Guide section at the end of each workbook.

Sokd’ piiwa!
Kitdakai’ stamattsootsspoaawa

Johnel Tailfeathers
Project Coordinator
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® e ey L.
1 n1’tokska ni’- toks - ka

2 naato’ka naa - to’ - ka
o
3 niodkska ni - ooks - ka
4 niiso nii - s6
®




5 niisito

nii - si - to




¢ 9 piithkssé piihk - ssé

Now can you write the number by its name, as your teacher
reads them to you?

ni’tékska
naato’ka
niodkska
niisé
niisito
nado
ihkitsika
naanisoyi
piihkssé

® kiip6

116



Fill in the missing letters as your teacher reads the numbers. ‘

4 1 d

i

(@N
P
@)
W
(7]
o
=
=
Pk
o

sO ___100kska

__i’to __ ska n____ to’ka ni__ " kska

117



‘ Now can you put the right number in the space?

nddto’ka 2
niisé -
niisito -
nado
ni’tékskaa
ndito’ka
piihkssé
kiip6
ihkitsika
nddnisoyi
niisito
naéo
niisé
‘ naito’ka
ni’t6kskaa
niodkska

Can you write in the numbe:?

ni’tokska

AL WN -
O OO
%280 & O




Draw a line from the number to its name.

Niiso

Niodkska

Ni’tOkska

Naato’ka

Ihkitsika

Nabo

Niisito

NOOThLhOWNhN -

119



® LET'SCOUNT...

Write the number by its name.

Ni’tokskaa

Naato’ka

Nioodkska

Niis6

Niisito

Naodo

Thkitsika

Néénisoyi

’ Piihkssé

Kiip6

Fill in the missing letters.

. n__’toksks
2.n____tok__
3.n__odbk__
4. n_ __ sO

5. nii__it

10.

1.0

ARSI S

n___ o

ihk _ tsi

n nis
p__ _ hkssé
k P




Let’s do some addition in Blackfoot. Can you say what the .
answer is when your teacher asks you “whatis ... . ?”

ni’tokskaa ki ndato’ka =

ni’tokskaa ki niodkska =

ndato’ka ki niisé =

niodkska ki niisito =

nisé ki nddo =

ni’tokskaa ki ihkitsika =

nddto’ka ki nddnisoyi =

ni’tbkska ki piihkss6 =

niisito ki niisito =

ni’tokska ki ni’t6kska ki ni’tokska =

ndito’ka ki ndaito’ka =

L



ANIMATE WORDS - words with an a or wa ending when
singular. Say them with your teacher. *

= .

Ainaka’siwa Aisaiksistoowa
Afi-na-ka’ - siwa Afs - ai - ksis - toowa
[
® .
Aksstsiiwa Atapiima
A - kss - tsiiwa A - ta - piima

Atonddksisa Atd’ahsima
A-to-nad-ksis-a A -td’ - ah - sima




Iihtdéoyo’pa Inné6hsoyisa

fsska

10



= M

Ké’sa KsiistsikOmiipi’kssiwa

Ksiwdainaka’siwa KsisOyiwa
Moépsspa Mookitsisa

n 124



—-
«
IPI//
Mo6toyi’sa Niip6insstaama

O4psspiinao’sa’tsisa Ohtb6kipisa

12



O’takainaka’siwa Pokona

Po’tiatsisa Si’kaana




Finish writing these words, while your teacher helps you .
say them.

Ksiwainaka’

Isstsainaka’

O’takdinaka’

Aiksisstooma

Aisaiksis

14



Remember that all singular animate words end in wa or 2. While your teacher
reads off these words, repeat the word and check off all the animate nouns.

4fnaka’siwa

niitGyisi

aisaiksistoowa

_

kitsimi

s4apia’tsisi

=

L

@.

at6’ahsima paapadéwahsini mookitsisa
niipi isska na4piooyisi

=

e

15 128




As your teacher says these words, can you hear which are “wa” and “a”

endings. .

&

16



‘ WHICH THINGS ARE ANIMATE?

Write the name that fits the picture and put a check by the
animate things. Remember animate things end in wa or a.

17
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18

Here are the words.
You find where they fit.

Poko6na
{sska
Atapiima
Si’kaédna
Até’ahsima

13;




@ Tsi anistapssiwaatsiksi? What is it?

The words are at the bottom of the page. Put them where they

Mookitsisa Ksisdyiwa Iihtadi’poyo’pa,
. Ainaka’siwa Ksiwdinaka’siwa

19 132



NEW WORD LIST

Afnaka’siwa ............. car
Afsaiksistoowa . .......... television
Aksstsiiwa. .............. shell
Atapiima................ doll
Atonddksisa ............. needle
At6’ahsima.............. sock
Awaamisskapataawa. . . . . .. zipper
Iihta’poyo’pa............ telephone
Iihtaéoyo’pa . ............ fork
Inn66hsoyisa............. spoon
fsska ........ocoiin., pail
Isstsdinaka’siwa .......... train
Ké’sa................. .. dish
Ksiistsik6miipi’kssiwa . . . .. thunderbird
Ksiwdinaka’siwa.......... bicycle
Ksiséyiwa............... tea kettle
Modpsspa ............... eye
Mookitsisa .............. finger
Mo6otoyi’sa . ...l belly button
Niipoinsstaama . .......... tipi pole
Odédpsspiinao’sa’tsisa . ... ... eye glasses
Ohtodkipisa. ............. earring
Otsskoiitsisa ............. blue jeans
O’takdinaka’siwa ......... wheel
Pok6na ................. ball
Po'tda’tsisa . ............. stove
St’kdédna ................ blanket
I3

20




COUNTING ANIMATE THINGS

When you are counting animate things, you must use special
numbers which are much like the ordinary counting numbers
but they have a different ending.

1 Ni’tokskaamma




.

2

Naato’kammiaawa

135



3

Niiockskammiaawa

23






//‘2/ ﬂ 2

5 / /] / ) L

NSV

| Niisitoyimmiaawa \ //
/ v(§ m(

L///)







| ‘ .
; bl
IThkitsikammiaawa




| ¢
8 (%
22 . . G
Naanisoyimmiaawa

143






10

Kiipdyaawa




‘ While your teacher helps you say these words, write in the
proper endings.

Tsa niitsima? (How many animate things?)

a

Ni’'tokska __

Naato’kammi

Niidkskammia

Niisoyimmia

Niisitdyimmia

31






@ MORE THAN ONE

When we have more than one animate thing, we drop the wa
or a ending and add iksi to form the plural.

23 Ee256055

dinaka’si wa dinaka’si iksi

ksiwainaka’si wa ksiwdinaka’si iksi

¢ moA4pssp a modpssp iksi



When there are double vowels like aa or ii before wa, then
you must also drop the last one of the two vowels as well as
the wa, then add iksi.

daattsista awa aaattsista iksi

kaanaisskiina awa kaanaisskiina iksi

pi’kssi iwa pi’kssi iksi



‘ Here are some words that drop the sa ending to add the iksi.

atonaoksi sa atondoksi iksi

——
=) c::’—’@:

. inn66hsoyi sa inn66hsoyi iksi
@
2 %
mookitsi sa mookitsi iksi
q (5 g
{
{
‘ oht6dkipi sa ohtookipi iksi

35



Now that we know how to count animate things and how to
say animate words that are more than one, let’s go back to
the first part of this lesson. Repeat after your teacher . . .

Y

Ni’t6kskaamma Néato’kammiaawa
naatd’siwa imitaiksi




N116kskammlaawa Niisdyimmiaawa

] g%
AR
leed V@ Y

e
A

iisitbyimmiaawa Nédoyaawa
imitaiksi ninaiksi

154
37



Ihkitsikammiaawa
apdaniiksi

pi’ksiiksi

Nédnisoyimmiaawa
k4dnaisskiinaiksi

10] WW

:?@ ..)

d
]
- )\'(‘

[
&\/
aq
e s Do
e v e
\\ l"' 0
! o
[/}
e

KiipGyaawa
mamiiksi




. While your teacher reads this list to you, can you find where
they belong?

niibkskammiaawa matsiyikkapisaiksi ni’tokskaamma
inn66hksisiwa ndito’kammiaawa maokiiksi

39



niisGyimmiaawa apéniiksi, niisitéyimmiaawa pokoiksi,
niibkskammiaawa kddnaisskiinaiksi, ihkitsikammiaawa
kakatGsiiksi, néddoyaawa in66hsoyiiksi, ihkitsikammiaawa

¥
DR

40



nddto’kammiaawa ksiwdinaka’siiksi, nddnisoyimmiaawa
isskiksi, ihkitsikammiaawa tsikatsiiksi, piihkssoimmiaawa
at6’ahsiiksi, kiipOyaawa apéniiksi, ni’tOkskaamma
dwdkaasiwa

41



CARDINAL NUMBERS AFTER 10

Do you remember the numbers up to 10?

ni’tokskaa
ndito’ka
niodkska
niiso -
niisito
naéo
ihkitsika
ndanisoyi
piihksso
kiip6

Let’s learn how to count past 10.

11. ni’tsiképotto
12. néatsikoppotto
13. niiképotto

14. niisiikopotto
15. niisitsikopotto
16. naiikopotto

17. 1hkitsikiikopotto
18. n4dnisiikopotto
19. piihkssikopotto
20. néaétsippo

Can you count together with your teacher up to 20?
Can you do it all by yourself?

155
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Shall we count higher than 20?

After 20, néatsippo, you say

n4étsippo ni’tsiképotto
naatsippo ndatsikopotto
naatsippo niiképotto
naétsippo niisiikopotto
naatsippo niisitsikopotto
n4étsippo naiikopotto
ndétsippo ihkitsikiikopotto
nadtsippo nddnisiikopotto
ndditsippo piihkssikopotto
niifpo

the 30’s go the same as the 20’s.

40 is niisipo

50 is niisitsippo
60 is nafippo

70 is ihkitsikippo
80 is nddnisippo
90 is piihkssippo
100 is kiipsppo

21
(22)
(23)
(24)
(25)
(26)
27)
(28)
(29)
(30)



INANIMATE WORDS - words that end in i or yi when singu-
lar. Go through these words with your teacher and listen for the
1 or_yi ending.

A, AT

A4h - kiooh - sa’tsisi Afs - ai - pih - kai - so - ka’simi




A - tsi - kini A - taks - 4a - kssi - ni




Isttokimaa’tsisi
o O
© )

O

o /'L\
L

7Vl -

{"V\ Q—A—’\) -

e ————— —

46

IsttsikOnistsi

Iitdisooyo’pi

N

]



Isttsdmo’kaani

Isst66owahsini
L s

{
/5 A //

[*ksisakoyi

47



Ippotsipistaani

iy

48



¢ 1 7R

Kitsimi KsiistsikOmmsstaani

49



-

Mohksisisi Maataaki

Mohsoyisi

S0



Mo’tsisi

Miistaki




Néépiooyisi Niipi

Napayini’nssimaani Néédpiwa otd’piimi

/
727
Niitdyisi Naépiiniiwani
) I S
il W Y]

52



o3

MiLK

—

Owadyi Onnikisi

O6hkotoki

Okonoki




Po’taani Pikkiddkssini

167
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Sédapia’tsisi

Sinadkia’tsisi Sé6pa’tsisi




Read this together with your teacher and fill in the missing .
letters.

ksisoyi __ __

ksisohksisi1 — —

ksisskstaki — —

165



Can you find the inanimate words with the i or yi ending? Put a check in

the box for those inanimate words.

Isspiksisoka’simi litaiksistokomssakio’pa Poyaana’kimaa’tsisi
L] ]
Poko6na S66pa’tsisi Ainaka’siwa
] [] ]
Saapia’tsisi Kitsimi Paap46wabhsini
] [] © ]
@ \/
0 PoPCoRN
L]
fsska Nadpiooyisi At6’ahsima
[]

i

(=
o

57




Write the name of the object, then put a check beside the
objects which are inanimate. Remember that inanimate things
have a yi or_i ending.

58



@ Tsi anistapiiwa? What is it?

Can you find where these words go? Saadmi, NA44piiniiwani,
Paapadéwahsini, Mohksisisi

59



Here are the words.
Can you find where they fit.

Atsi’tsi  Apssi
Akssini Niipi
Kitsimi




Z | <

Can you find these words in this lesson?

61



As your teacher reads, can you finish writing the words? .

acowahsin __
atsikin ___
apss ___
.—-—_. isttsomo’kaan __
@a@ isttékimaa’tsis __
1 akssin ___

4.1

H

}"‘--

62



‘ What letter is missing?

~ N

litdfsooyo’p __
kitsim __
mosstoksis
mo’tsis ___

YN maatddk __

) )
e niip __
<

63



niitéyis __

66hkotok

paapaéwahsin __

sindakia’tsis

sOOpa’tsis ___




ooooooooo

Atsikini
Aissinnii’pi

Aisaipihkaisoka’sim . .

oooooooooooooo

oooooooooooo

Aahkioohsa’tsisa
Ataksdakssini

ooooo

ooooooo

A’siitahtaayi.........
Adéhpiikiinattsi. . . . ...
Immistsiihkiitaani . .
Isttsomo’kaani.......
Isstoéwahsini. . ......
I"ksisakoyi..........
Isttokimaa’tsisi
IsttsikOnistsi

Ississkioohsa’tsisi . .

litdisooyo’pi ........
Ippotsipistaani
Istoté6hsini

Isspiksisoka’simi. . . ..
Kitsimi.............
Ksiistsikbmmsstaani . .
Kéodnsskoyi .........
Kisska’tsisi

Kaniksi

---------

oooooooooooo

NEW WORD LIST

spaghetti
sweater

Mosstoksisi
Mo’tsisi
Miistaki
Maodyi

Mohsoyisi ..........
Manistsi’sstaani. . .. ..
Nadpiooyisi
Niipi

Napayini’nssimaani.

Nadpiwa otd’piimi
Niitéyisi............
Nédpiiniiwani .......
Owéadyi ............
Onnikisi............
Oéhkotoki . . ........

Okonoki............

------------

Paapaéwahsini
Pisatsskiitaani
Saadmi.............

......

-------

Séadpia’tsisi

ooooooooo

Sinédkiz’isisi

........

| Soépa’tsisi

..........

65

saskatoon berry
campfire
oatmeal poiridge

headress
medicine



Now we are going to learn how to say and write more than
one inanimate thing. First we are going to drop the i and yi
endings and add istsi.

Mrcagon;
r< ~ <
t :Sm"“ﬂz“ ! | l SPAGHETTI

aissinnii’pi afssinnii pistsi
. S )y
isttsomo’kaani isttsomo’kaanistsi




‘ On the first two pictures, drop the yi and the a in front of yi,
then add istsi. On the second two pictures, drop the mi at
the end to add istsi.

a’siitahtaayi

P T
;"ﬁOg\
£ )
AU TN

‘ owadyi owaéistsi

afsaipihkaisoka’simi afsaipihkaisoka’siistsi

. isspiksisoka’simi isspiksisoka’siistsi

15



Now we drop the ni ending to add istsi.

s

ao6wahsini

2

atsikini

-

akssini

)

ataksdakssini ataksdakssiistsi
16




. Now we are going to drop the si ending to add istsi.

aahkioohsa’tsisi

NATavatarsl

‘ isttékimaa’tsisi

e

naipiooyisi

® niitGyisi

" )
ra= - ——&agt- = -
E-ml ‘f% ——
N — e
——

aakkioohsa’tsiistsi

-
e

isttOkimaa’tsiistsi

nddpiooyiistsi

niit6yiistsi



COUNTING INANIMATE THINGS .

Remember that animate things have special numbers that are
used when you are counting them; well, so do inanimate
things have special numbers.

1 2
N

E

ni’t0kska nddto’kayi

3
Eiziia

niookskayi

70



niisitoyi




piihkssOyi




. When your teacher reads this list, can you find where they
belong?
niiséyi atsikiistsi, nddiyi nifpistsi, ni’tokska owaayi,
niodkskayi soohpOmmaa’tsiistsi, niisitOyi akssiistsi.




niisOyi soé6pa’tsiistsi
nadnisoyi isst66wahsiistsi,
niookskayi iitifsooyo’pistsi
ndito’kayi isttsikénistsiistsi
kiipdyi isttékimaa’tsiistsi

5%%@

T

74




nddto’kayi sinddkia’tsiistsi
ihkitsikayi owaistsi
ni’tékska po’tdini

s, niis@yi 4pssiistsi
nddnisoyi mo’tsiistsi

TS,
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TEACHER'S GUIDE FOR BOOK 2

This book is directed at learning numbers and the use of them with animate and
inanimate things. Because animate and inanimate suffixes (i), (yi) and (istsi), as

well as (a), (wa) and (iksi) are very much part of the grammar, this section is also
a grammar lesson.

SECTION 1 - CARDINAL NUMBERS TO 10 (pages 1 - 8)

The aim of this section is to review cardinal numbers 1 through 10. Division I should
be able to count without help as well as recognize individual numbers. Division
II and III should be able to read and write the numbers as well as recognize them.

EXERCISES:

Division I (pages 1 - 8)
Teacher should go through these exercises with the students
giving the number carefully and slowly.

Division Il (pages 1 - 8)

Teacher should supervise these exercises and perhaps read
through them if need be depending on the ability of the class to
read the numbers.

ACTIVITIES: Games with numbers.

Bingo Because this lesson only covers up to number 10, we shall
include 5 animal names in this Bingo. Each child may choose
what numbers he/she wants in each row running from top to
bottom. Each child should prepare his/her card in the following
manner:

-
155
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- Piitaawa Imitddwa Naaméowa | Kiddyowa |Omahksstookiwa

= P I N K 0

e

&

d:

4

£

28

25

23

55

Y

E

S

8

=

Q

o

=

=
Teacher is the Bingo caller and you may make 10 tickets on §
different colours of paper. The winner must shout Bingo!

Numbers Each student is given a number under 10. If there are more than
10 students in class, then you can break up into 2 groups of even
number; the 2nd group may move to another comer of the room
to play. Put chairs in a circle, give each person a number. Start
the game by counting; each person in turn must give their
number. Then player 1 calls out the number of another player.
That person in turn calls out another number and continuing until
someone makes a mistake. Then everyone's number is changed
and you have another go. FPlay until the players get to know their
numbers better.
Flash Cards Flash cards are very useful for numbers and can be used often

just to refresh the numbers sometime during the section for a few
minutes.

150
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SECTION 2 — ANIMATE WORDS (pages 9 - 19)

This section’s purpose is to make the students aware of animate and inanimate (in
later section) things. In the French language objects are given a masculine or
feminine identifier. In Blackfoot, things are given animate or inanimate identifiers.
These come in the form of suffixes as you will find in the lessons. Division I should
be able to recognize the endings as well as to be able to know which ending to use.
Division II should be able to write the endings while the teacher pronounces the
words but because there are so many exceptions to the animate numbers endings
it shouldn’t be necessary to know them.

EXERCISES:

Division 1

Division II

ACTIVITIES:

(pages 9 and 19)

On page 14 there is only one inanimate ending the rest are all
animate. Page 15 there are more (i) endings. Read through these
with the students and have them check the animate words ¢/
in the box provided. Page 14 only needs the (wa) ending written
in but can be done by Division I. -

(pages 15 - 19)
These pages can be done by division II students. For extra help,
use pages from:

Section 2 (Book 1)
Section 3 (Book 1)
Section 4 (Book 1)

These can also be used for supplements for the section on
inanimate things.

This may be a good time to introduce the use of the dictionary
with a lesson on the use of it. All nouns with (nan) following
are animate nouns and the rules of this section apply.

Go for a walk around the classroom and point at objects. Give
the name and ask if it is animate. Walk outside and point at
objects. Give the name and ask students to identify them.

Review the story in Section 1 Book 1 on “Napiwa and the
Animals”. Ask the students to listen carefully to the animal
names. Do they all have the (a) or (wa) ending.

qc
8 133




SECTION 3 - COUNTING ANIMATE THINGS (pages 21 - 41)

This section is designed to teach the students to count animate things and recognize
these numbers. Almost all of these numbers have an added suffix of (mmiaaw)
except for Ni’t6kskaamma, Nddoyaawa and Kiipdyaawa.

EXERCISES:

Division 1

Division I

ACTIVITIES:

(pages 21 - 30)

This section should be read over with the students. They should
recognize the common suffix (mmiaaw) and the 3 exceptions.
Actually the (mm) is part of the stem and shows up only before
(y) or (w) — the (y) and (w) are dropped then.

(pages 31 - 32)
You might want to blank out the whole word and have them write
it in as you say it.

Use plastic farm and zoo animals and place them into groups of
one, two’s, three’s, etc. and ask the class to say how many. “Tsa
niitsima?” is used for animate things.

Use books with animals to count.

Go for a walk outside and count animals, cars, bikes and other
animate things.

Bring old magazines and have the class cut out pictures of
animate things and glue them on to construction paper and pin
them up on the wall.

Students may draw things that are animate in groups of one, two,
three, etc.
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SECTION 4 — MORE THAN ONE (pages 33 - 41)

To pluralize nouns that are animate, you drop the (a) or (wa) ending and add (iksi).
This section is designed to cover pluralizing the animate noun. Division I should
be able to recognize the change as well as to make the change on simple nouns.
Division II should be able to write and read this section.

EXERCISES:

Division 1

Division II

ACTIVITIES:

Group Charades

(pages 33 - 35)

You might ask the students to colour each group of things in
the order that you read them and put 1, 2, 3, etc. by the pictures
as you read the list in that order (eg. if you read
niiokskammiaawa matsiyikkapisaiksi first, then they write 1 by
the right picture).

(pages 39 - 41)
As you read the list, give the students time to write in the proper
words in the space provided.

Ask them r go back to pages 9 - 19 and write the plural for
the nouns which appear on the page as is done on pages 33
- 35.

Go over some of the activities from Section 3 and use the
animate number as well as the plural noun when they do the
a-tivities.

Divide the class into 2 groups. Each group may go to separate
areas of the room and decide what they will act out for the other
group. (Example: Group 1 may send 2 monkeys, N4dto’-
kammiaawa Madkiiksi. Group 2 must guess and say what it
is in Blackfoot until everyone has had a chance to be
something.)

147
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SECTION 5 — CARDINAL NUMBERS TO 100 (pages 42 - 43)

This short section is for Division II and the more advanced in Division I. Review
numbers to 10 on page 42 and go on to 20 with the more advanced Division I and
Division II. After 20, there is a different rule which applies to Blackfoot numbers.
In English, you say twenty-one, 20 + 1 but in Blackfoot you say twenty-eleven, 20
+ 11, naatsippo ni’tsiképotto. This same rule applies to each group of 10’s.

EXERCISES:

Division 1

Division I

ACTIVITIES:

Addition

Flash cards up to 20.
Ask each child to give his/her age in Blackfoot.

* Read off some numbers and have the students write the
numerals in the order you read off the numbers. Give them
time and say the numbers slowly.

Do the same as above but extend the numbers to 100.

» Give each student a set of 10 numbers to do. (Example:
student number 1 reads or says 1 to 10. Student 2 gives 10
- 20 and student 3 gives 20 - 30, etc.)

After you have practiced your numbers up to 20, then make a
circle of chairs. Teacher pick the starting player. He/she must
start with one — ni’tékska; the next is ndato’ka and so on up to
20. If someone misses, then he/she is out. The rest of the players
must keep going. When you reach 20, start at 1 again until you
are down to a single player.

Suited for grades 4 through 6. Teacher — go through this exercise
with the class.

ni’tokskaa ki kiipé
piihkssé ki ndato’ka
naanisoyi ki nado
niisit6 ki {fkitsika
nddnisoyi ki ihkitsika
piihkssé ki ndénisoyi
nido ki ihkitsika
ndato’ka ki niodkska

| T (| O | I | O 1A ¥




Bingo

(Up to 50 - Grades 4 through 6)

Players make up their own cards. Under “B” they can choose
any 5 numbers between 1 and 10; under the “I” and 5 numbers
between 11 and 20; under the “N” any 5 numbers between 31
and 40; under the “O” any 5 numbers between 41 and 50.

Teacher is the caller and the numbers should be made the same
as above but the full set up to S0 —each set of 10 should be made
on a different colour of paper and then put in a box to draw from.
Teacher can give clues like “show the paper colour”, “give the
letter”, “B indicates between 21 and 10”, etc. The teacher should
go slow in the beginning.
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SECTION 6 — INANIMATE WORDS (pages 44 - 64)

This section should be easier for the students than the section on animate nouns
because all inanimate things are either plants or are lifeless. Students should be
taught to hear the (i) or (yi) ending on the words. Division I should bz able to
recognize this suffix. They should be able to say the words provided in this section.
Division II should be able to start writing and reading these words.

EXERCISES:

Division I (pages 56 and 58)
The teacher should go over these slowly with the pupils.
On page 59, the teacher may ask “tsa anistapiiwa?”” and have the
student answer without having to write what it is. Can you see
the difference between asking “what is it?” and “animate and
inanimate?” If you remember animate is tsa anistdpssi or tsa
anistapssiwaatsiksi then inanimate is tsa anistdpiiwa?

Division I1 (pages 56 - 61)
These should be done by Division II with help from the teacher.

163
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SECTION 7 - MORE THAN ONE INANIMATE THING (pages 66 - 69)

The aim of this section is to teach students to pluralize inanimate nouns. Remeraber
the (i) and (yi) ending of inanimate nouns are dropped and (istsi) is added. This
is much like Section 4 in form. Division I should learn to recognize the endings
as well as be able to know how to change from singular to plural. Division II should
be able to do the above as well as write and read the words and the suffixes.

EXERCISES:

Division I Make flash cards out of pages 62 - 64 and go over these with
Division I and IL

Teacher might want to review the exercises and activities for
Section 4 but apply them to inanimate nouns.

@




@  SECTION § - COUNTING INANIMATE THINGS  (pages 70 - 75)

Again this section is much like the section for counting animate things. These
numbers are a little easier to write than animate numbers. Both Division I and
Division II should be able to recognize these numbers. A review of Section 3 may
be needed to show the students the difference between the two types of numbers.

EXERCISES: (pages 70 - 72)

Division 1 Cover these pages once over with the students. Help them to
say each group of things.

Division 11 (pages 73 - 75)

Students should be able to write in the answers to these blanks
without too much help.
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INTRODUCTION

Biackfoot For Beginners - Workbooks One, Two and Three was first developed because the author, Esther
Tailfeathers, wanted to teach her two young children to speak their affiliate language which is Blackfoot.
About this same time, both the Lethbridge Public and Separate school districts were beginning to offer
the Blackfoot language and had it offered in seven schools at various grade levels.

Blackfoot language resources that were designed specifically to teach the language were nearly non-
existent. Therefore, when the Lethbridge Schools Native Education Project had the opportunity to develop
this material, all forces were conducive to the successful completion of a series of excellent language tools
for the beginning-speaking student.

Each workbook is geared to provide the learner with a basic understanding of various aspects of language
use and daily functions and notions, such as;

Blackfoot For Beginners, Workbook One (99 pages)
+ oral tradition
 Blackfoot language alphabet
- consonants
- yowels
- diphthongs (double letters)
« daily functions

Blackfoot For Beginners, Workbook Two (85 pages)

« counting and numbers
- animate and inanimate concept
« counting animate and inanimate things

Blackfoot Fer Beginners, Workbook Three (94 pages)

social conventions

body parts

extended family

daily routine

foods

use of verbs

clothing

ho:ne fumishings

animals, birds, insects, plants

All three workbooks are designed to help the leamer develop vocabulary and to begin simple sentence
structure, while incorporating some traditional themes. Ample opportunity is given the learner to interact
with the lessons in the way of interesting exercises for repetition, and as well, to help the instructor there
is a Teacher’s Guide section at the end of each workbook.

Sck4’ piiwa!
Kitdakai’ stamattsootsspoaawa

Johnel Tailfeathers
Project Coordinator
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Niisto ki kiisto

‘ Oki, saahk6maapiiwa Oki, nitanikkoowa
nitdnikkcowa Apiniskim. Piinaakoyim.
Kiist6, tsa kitdnikkoowa?

‘ Issa’tsit nohksisisi. Aa, kohksisist, Issa’tsit
no4ppsspiksi.
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Aa, iss§’tsit noht6okisi. Aa, kohtOokiistsi issé’tsit naod6yi.

Aa, issd’tsit no’tokadni. Aa, ko’tokaani issa’tsit
nosstoksisi.

>



Draw your own face on a sheet of paper like this.

P —

Nodppsspa Noappsspiiksi

’ | When you are finished, cut along your
| middle lines and glue the pages together
: to make a book called Niisto.
I
|
!
I
I
I
I
|
|
I
I
|
|
I
I
I
I

® i

Nosstoksisi | Nohksisisi

-1



Nootstsipinnaanistsi No’tokédéni

Noht66kiists




Can you repeat these words after your teacher says them?

Maodyi

Mohtdokiistsi

Mo’tok4aani

Mosstoksisi

Mohksisisi

5

Modpsspa %‘
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Can you write the proper name that goes under the picture?
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. Can you say these words along with your teacher?

Mo’tokdaini

Moohkokini

Mottsikisi

Mo’tsisi

Monkinsstsisi

Mookitsiiksi

Mo’tsiistsi

€Ly



Mododkoani

Mo’ ’kakini

Moosa

Mohkatsistsi

Mookitsiiksi

00000 BOOOOQ—

Mohkatsistsi —
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WORD LIST

Niistd ..., me, myself
Kiistd .................. you, yourself
SaahkOmaapiiwa ......... boy
Nitanikkoowa............ my name/ it is said to me.
Tsa kitdnikkoowa? . ....... What is your name?
Issa’tsit................. look at
Nohksisfsi............... my nose
Kohksisfsi............... your nose
Nodppsspiksi ............ my eyes
Nohtookiistsi ............ my ears
Kohté6kiistsi ............ your ears
Naolyi ................. my mouth
No’tokddni .............. my head
Ko’tok&éni .............. your head
MaoGyi................. mouth
Moht6Okiistsi ... ......... ears
Mo’tokdédni.......... . ... hair, head
Mosstoksisi ............. face
Mohksisfsi .............. nose
Modppsspa.............. eye
Mo’tokddni.............. head
Moohkokini ............. neck
Mottsikisi............... shoulder
Mo’tsisi ................ arm
Mohkinsstsisi............ elbow
Mookitsiiksi . ............ fingers and toes
Mo’tsfistsi. . ............. hands
Mo6koani............... stomach
Mo’kakini............... back
Nootstsipinnaanistsi. . .. ... my cheeks



Susan:

Bill:

Susan:

Bill:

Nikso’kowaiksi

Oki, piit.

Nitanikkoowa Susan.

Ama niksissta, 44nistawa ‘Ann’.
Ama ninna, adnistawa ‘Herb’,
Ki ama nississa, d4nistawa ‘Jim’.
Kiisto, tsi kitdnikkoowa?

Oki, nitdnikkoowa Bill.
Takaatsiksi kiksissta ki kinna?

Niksissta ddnistawa ‘Christine’, ki
ninna ddnistawa ‘Joe’.
[y "
Iz
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Children: Oki nashsa,
kitaistotoksisowdatohpinnaan.

Grandmother: Oki pookéiksi, p66hsapoota.
Nitsiikohtaahsii’taki kitsit§’toohpoaawa.
Nitdakihkiitaa immistsiihkiitaani.

Children: Kitdkstao’ohkottsspommoohpinnddna?

Grandmother: Aa p66hsapoota.

-
\
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WORD LIST

Nikso’kowaiksi .......... my relatives

Piit ... L come in

Niksissta. . ... SRR REEE my mother

Kiksissta................ your mother

Ninna .................. my father

Kinna .................. your father

Nississa ................ my younger brother/sister

(female speaker)

Adnistawa. .. ............ his/her name is .

Takdatsiksi . ............. whois 7
Nadhsa ......................... my grandmother, my

grandfather

Kitéistotokssowdatohpinnaan. ....... We have to visit you.
Pookéiksi ....................... children
P66hsapoota ..................... come here
Nitsiikohtaahsii’taki . .............. I was glad
Kitsit6’toohpoaawa. .. ............. when you arrived (plural)
Nitdakihkiitaa . ................... I am going to bake/cook
Immistsithkiitaani................. fry bread

Kitékstao’ohkottsspommoohpinnddna? Can we help you?

14!
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‘ Read through this with your teacher. Repeat after the teacher.

/

Ama aakiikoana Ama saahk6émaapiiwa
‘ adoyiwa adoyiwa

Ama aapotskinawa Ama éaiksiniwa
adoyiwa adoyiwa
n
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Ama saahkémaapiiwa
a6oyiwa iinani.
Aakaniiwa “Nitd6oyi

iinani”.

\:% s

Ama aakiikoana 46oyiwa
napayini.

Aakaniiwa, “Nit46oyi napayini”.

v

Ama kaanaisskiinaawa
adoyiwa iitsskonnikisi.
Aakaniiwa “Mmm mmm!”’

l\-\
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@ Nitaaksoyi

Nitdaksoyi.
Nitsiksisttso’kini.

-
O
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Na niksfssta 460yo’siwa
owai ki aiksinéosakii.

<.1)
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Nitdooyi owdi ki diksindosakii.

17



Here is a list of things you can eat. Say them along with your .
teacher. Then you say, “I am going to eat spaghetti” “Nitdaksoyi
aissinnii’pi” or you may pick any of the foods listed.

sl

aissinnii’pi adhpiikiinattsi immistsiihkiitaani
2N,
rid
. &ED
issto0wahsii i’ksisakoi maatiaki

mamii Okonoki owai

paapaowahsii pikkiddkssii po’takssii



WORD LIST

Ama ............. ... ..., this
Aakiikoana ................. girl
Aboyiwa . ..., eats
SaahkOmaapiiwa............. boy
Adpotskinawa . .............. cow
Afksiniwa . ................. pig
Napayini................... bread
Aakaniiwa. ................. is going to say
Nitddoyi ................... I am eating
Iindni. ..................... banana
Kéédnaisskiinaawa............ mouse
Iitsskonnikisi. .. ............. cheese
Nitdaksoyi.................. I am going to eat
Nitsiksisttso’kini. ............ I am hungry
Niksfssta . ........coovuunn.. my mother
Aboyo’siwa. ................ is cooking
Owéists.................... eggs
Afksin66sakiksi ............. bacon
Afssinnii™pi................. spaghetti
Aéhpiikiinattsi .............. corn
Immistsiihkiitaani............ fry bread
Issto6wahsini ............... ice cream
[’ksisakoyi ................. meat
Maatddki................... potato
Mamiiwa................... fish
Okonoki ..........coouui... berries (Saskatoon)
Paapd6wahsini .............. popcorn
Pikkiddkssini................ porridge
Po’tstdkssini . ............... sandwich
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Ama kipitdaakiiwa Ama aakiikoana

aopiiwa adpiiwa
Ama poosa Ama imitddwa
aopiiwa aopiiwa

o
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Ama po’tddna
Nitanikkoowa aakiikoana.
Nitdopii ki nitdéoyi napayini.
Amoka ninna, 4épiiwa.
Ama isttékimaa’tsisi.
Na ninna 4inihkiwa.
Amoka nissisa,
Na nissisa daksoyiwa.
<25
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is running — 46kska’siwa

|
/
— Ama saahkémaapiwa
aokska’siwa

Ama aakiikoana
a0kska’siwa
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Ama ponokdémitaawa
a0kska’siwa
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K1 niist6, nitddkska’si.
Kiist0, kitdokska’sspa?

! Answer: Aa, nitidkska’si
' or
Saa, nimatadkska’si

7
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Ama ninaawa
dyo’kaawa

Ama pookédwa
dyo’kaawa

Ama imitddwa
ayo’kaawa

>
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({?

7

Naat6’siwa 4yo’kaawa
Ki na ko’komiki’somma
maatdyo’kaawa

Ki kiisto, kitdyo’kddhpa?
Arnswer: Aa, nitdyo’ka

or
Saa, nimétdyo’kaahpa

-

-
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Fill in the blanks with the proper verbs.

Ama pdosa

Ama maodkiiwa

)

@)

Ama saahkOmaapiiwa




. LCraw a line from the picture to the right sentence.

ama nnitddwa

adpiiwa
-~
(/y/ ”
) ama siipisttoowa

aopiiwa

Ov@

( ama kddnaisskiinaawa

\\K adoyiwa

ama imitaawa
dyo’kaawa

231
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WORD LIST

Kipitdaakiiwa............ elderly woman
Aépiiwa . ..... ... ...l is sitting
Poosa .................. cat
Imitddwa................ dog
Po’tdéni ................ campfire
Nitdopi . ......ooevvnn. I am sitting
Ninna .................. my father
Isttokimaa’tsisi........... drum
Afnihkiwa............... is singing
Nissfsa ................. younger brother/sister
(female speaker)
Aaksoyiwa . ............. he is going to eat
Adkska’siwa............. is running
Ponok4domitaawa ......... horse
Nitdokska’si . ............ I am running
Kitddkska’sspa........... are you running?
Aa..... ... ... oo, yes
Saa ... L, no
Nimétddokska’si........... I am not running
Ninaawa................ man
Ayo’ kaawa ............. is sleeping
Pookddwa............... child
Naat6’siwa .............. sun
Ko’ komiki’somma ....... moon
Maéatdyo’kaawa .......... is not sleeping
Kitdyo’kddhpa ........... are you sleeping?
Nitdyo'kaa .............. I am sleeping
Nimdatdyo’kddhpa......... I am not sleeping
232
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® Istotoohsini

Isttsémo’kaani
Isspiksisoka’simi

Asodka’simi

Otsskoiitsisi
at6ahsiiksi
atsikiistsi

q

/
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Nitsify4aksistotoohsi.
Nitsifydakowayi nit6tsskoiitsiiksi.

-

[ q¥!
wl
-

30



Nitssédpskaohsatoo’pa
Nitsisttohksisoka’sim

31
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Nitsiiy4akotoahsimi
ki nitdaksstsitsiki.

32
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Nookdoowayi
‘ Here are some things that go in the livingroom - Itd6pao’pi. Can
you say them with your teacher?

Aisinaakioohpiwa

Ani’kimaa’tsisi

Inn6is66pa’tsisi

In the bedroom - litdiyo’kao’pi

Akssini

.- e -
-

@ litaisooyo’pi
D Séapia’tsisi

33
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Here are some things that go in the bathroom. Can you say them ‘
with your teacher?

! Iitdisapssiistso’pi

% Iitafsaipioohso’pi

El
Sddpia’tsisi

)

-

KsiistsikdOmmsstaani
s — —————-’
_\J Kitsimi



Here are some things that go in the kitchen. Can you say them
with your teacher?

Iitafsstoyihtakio’pi

Po’tad’tsisa

Iitdisokohiko’so’pi

litdissdakio’pi

So6pa’tsisi

litdisooyo’pi




Can you find all the things that go in your home? What are they ‘
called?

-
T ———
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These things can be found in a tipi - niitdyisi. Can you say them
with your teacher?

Poyaana’kimaa’tsisi

@\ Kisska’tsisi

Akssini
Ataksaakssini

Iitdiksistokomssakio’pa




Si’kddna

Isttokimaa’tsisi

Ao’tépistaani

Po’tdi’tsisa

Apéni’kahtaa’tsisi
(tipi curtain)




. Can you find all the things that go in your tipi? What are they
called?

® Niitoyisi

39
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Iksowa’pemaahkaiks




Adattsistaawa

Adpaiaiwa

Adpotskinawa

245



Aiksiniwa

Aimmoniisiwa

Awaikaasiwa

42



fimahkihkinaawa

Imitaawa

Inndééhksisiwa

‘)(‘ ~
4

O
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Iinfiwa
N\
Kaanaisskiinaawa
@
Kiddyowa .
€45



Ksisskstakiwa

Madkiiwa

‘ Natdyowa
<4)
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Omahkatayowa

Omahkokatawa

46



Otaatoyiwa .’

Ponokawa

' Ponokaomitaawa

AW
-
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Saokidwakaasiwa
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® 1 anistapssiwaatsiksi? What is it?
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o Ikskimaawa

| -y - R T—e— ——— — —
« < e ————
oy, | N 4 m _—
v il o —
v T
Vv - DLL(
v A

Ak46’kowa.
Na ninna dakotoyiikskimaawa.
Aaksskondkatsiiwa ponokawa.



NEW WORD LIST

Kaawd’ pomaahkaiksi ....... animals
Adattsistaawa. . . ........... rabbit or hare
Aakotoyiikskimaawa. . ... ... he/she is going to hunt
Aaksskondkatsiiwa ......... he/she will shoot it (animate)
Aépaiaiwa ................ weasel, ermine
Adpotskinawa ............. cow
Afksiniwa. .. ..., pig
Afmmoniisiwa . . . .......... otter
Akd6kowa ............... It is fall
Awidkaasiwa. .. ............ deer
fimahkihkinaawa . .......... sheep
Imitddwa ................. dog
Inn66hksisiwa . ............ elephant
Iinfiwa ................... bison
Kd4éanaisskiinaawa .......... mouse
Kiddyowa................. bear
Ksisskstakiwa ............. beaver
Maokiiwa. ................ monkey
Natdyowa................. lynx
Omahkapi’siwa . ........... wolf
()mahkatayowa ............ cougar
Omahkokatawa . ........... gopher
Otdatoyiwa. ............... fox

Ponokawa ................ elk
Ponok4domitaawa . .......... horse
Saokidwakaasiwa........... antelope

..... What is it (animate)?

N
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Pi’ksiiksi




Adpsspiniwa

e

Iimahk4yiiwa
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Mamid’tsikimiwa

Mi’kiimatawa

Omahkai’stoowa




Sa’aiwa
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Piitaawa
Siiksikapanssiwa




Sipisttoowa

Sdé6hksiisiimsstaama
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Tsa anistapssiwaatsiksi? What is it?




Apdéniiwa

Kémmoyo’kstsiikinakimma

Ksisohksisiwa




Mamiiwa

Pitsiiksiinaawa
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Naamoowa

\ Soy’sksissiwa
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Aoémiithkaawa

Aamo ni’sa,

aémiihkaawa,

iimithkaawa niodkskammiaawa
mamiiksi.
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NEW WORD LIST

ooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooo

Siiksikapanssiwa ...........
Sipisttoowa. ...............
Sohksiisiimsstaama
Apdniiwa .................
Kémmoyo’ kstsiikinakimma
Ksisohksisiwa. .............
Naam66wa ................
Soy’sksissiwa
Tsikatsiiwa
Mamiiwa .................
Matsiyikkapisaawa..........
Pitsiiksinaawa. .............

ooooooooo

oooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooo

oooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooo

Canada goose

. Swan

grouse
magpie
woodpecker

swallow
owl
meadowlark
butterfly

. . earthworm

mosquito

bee

fly

grasshopper

fish

frog

snake

my younger sibling
(female speaker)
he/she is fishing
he/she caught fish
3 (animate)

fish (plural)




. Here are some things that grow outside. Can you say them
along with your teacher?

Miistsiistsi (sticks)
N

%%é P66sohs66a’ tsiistsi
(pussywillows)

. Pisétssaisskiyi

Oé6hkotoki
(rock singular)

Isstsimamsskaapooyi
(pinecone)

Niipistsi



Can you find the things which were named on the previous
page?
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o LET’S LEARN SOME MORE VERBS

Aipottaawa - he, she, or it is flying

Ama naamédéwa éipottaawa

Ama sa’diwa 4ipottaawa

-

Ama apdniiwa aipottaawa
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Aawaawahkaawa - ne, she, or it is walking.

Ama saahkémaapiwa
ddwaawahkaawa

Ama ninaawa
daawaawahkaawa

Ama kiddyowa
dawaawahkaawa




‘ Ai’poyiwa - he, she, or it is speaking.

Ama aakiikoana
ai’poyiwa

Ama saahkémaapiwa
ai’poyiwa

Ama aakiiwa
ai’poyiwa

7



Aawaawahkaawa - he, she, or it is playing.

”
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Ama pddsa
ddwaawahkaawa

Ama aakiikoana
aawaawahkaawa

Ama saahkOmaapiwa
dawaawahkaawa




@® Aissinaakiwa - he, she, or it is writing.

Ama saahkémaapiwa Ama aakiikoana
aissinaakiwa dissinaakiwa

@ Aokstakiwa - he, she, orit is counting or reading.

Ama aakiikoana aokstakiwa



& Aihpiyiwa - he, she, or it is dancing.

Ama aakiikoana
athpiyiwa

AohKitopiiwa - he, she, or it is riding a horse, bike, etc. ‘

Ama saahkOmaapiwa
aohkitopiiwa

a2
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@ AihKkiitaawa - he, she, or it is baking.

Ama saahkOmaapiwa
aihkiitaawa

Ama aakiikoana
aomiihkaawa

Ama aakiikoana
diksimsstaawa




What is the subject doing? Can you say what each of the .
following are doing?
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TEACHER'S GUIDE FOR BOOK 3

This book 1s intended to help develop vocabulary as well as to begin simple sentence
structure with common nouns and verbs. Each section has a specific theme which
will be identified as we go. This book starts with the theme myself (my body) and
yourself (your body) then the themes broaden to family, clothing, home, animals,
birds, insects, and verbs associated with simple daily activities, while trying to
incorporate some traditional themes like tipi furnishings, hunting, fishing, camping,
speaking to elders, etc.

SECTION 1 - NIISTO KI KIISTO (Pages 1-8)

This section is directed at leaming simple body parts and the prefixes which are

used for saying “my (body part)” and “your (body part)”. We first concentrate on
the facial parts then the rest of the body.

EXERCISES:

Division 1 Go over pages 1, 2, and 3 with the students. Then drill them
by first asking them to repeat after you as you point out your
facial parts. They must follow by pointing to their facial parts
and repeat the words. This is to stress the “my body part” like
nohksisisi. Then do the same thing but have a student point to
another students face saying “your facial part” like amoka
kohksisisi. Have them each take turns.

Have them make a book of their own face in the manner shown
on page 3 and 4. Cut out the pages and glue them together.

Review pages 5 and 6. It is not necessary for the students to
be able to write the words but they should be able to say the
words. Do the section on Body Parts in the same way.

Division II Go over this section in the same manner as Division 1 but have
the students read aiong with you. Have them write in the proper
names. You may want to say the names slowly while they write.

-
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A%NITIES:

Do pages 7 and 8 in the same manner as above. You might
want to photocopy the pages and blank out the names then
make a list on the side of the pages to write the name in
where it belongs.

From old magazines cut out facial parts and glue them to a page to make funny
faces. Each student can give his/her funny face a name.

Body Parts

Make Your Body
Alternative 1

Alternative Il

Divide the class into groups of 3. Each group should have
enough space to play this game. One of the three will be the
caller while the other two must do as the caller says by trying
to touch body parts. For example, if the caller says “mohkinsstsisi
ki moht66ki” then the other two must try to touch an elbow to
an ear. When the tasks are getting to difficult to carry out, have
the caller become a partner while one of the two becomes the
caller. Do this until all the players have been a caller.

With a couple of rolls of aluminum foil, give each child a body
part to mold. For example, one child should mold his/her arm,
another a leg, have another mold a neck, etc.

Have them label the part they make. Make sure the part is
approximately the same size as their own. When everyone is
done, tape your “student” together, talking about each part as you
do it. Hang up your new student and give him/her a name.

Using newspaper rolls, or a wide long sheet of paper (wide
and long enough for each student to trace their body on)
have each student pick a partner. Each student lies on the
paper while the partner traces around the body with a pencil,
naming each part as he/she goes. When the tracing is done
each student may go over the pencil tracing with a felt
marker. Then they should color and label “themselves” by
using the n prefix.

€7 >
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SECTION 2 — NIKSO’KOWAIKSI (Pages 10-14)

This short section is intended only as an introduction to the theme of relatives.

EXERCISES:

Division I

Division 11

ACTIVITIES:

Division I & 11

Go over page with the students and explain the meaning of each
word. They should be able to say everything with little help.
The “visit with Grandma” section is much more difficult and they
will need much help to pronounce the words. The aim of this
page for Division I is to be able to understand.

Students should be able to read and pronounce the page entitled
Nikso’kowaiksi with little difficulty. The visit with Grandma
presents a challenge but can be done if the long words are broken
up into syllables and read that way at first.

Have the children bring family pictures so that they may tell who
their relatives are in the pictures.

Have the class pretend to be a family. Let them each introduce
“their family”.
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SECTION 3 - INTRODUCTION TO SOME VERBS (Pages 15-27)

This section introduces a few verbs and shows how they may be used in various
ways. The simple third person singular form is used first because it is close to the
stem form and can be used with different subject forms. Then there is first person
and second person Nit- and Kit-. Try to get the students to 1se all three singular
person forms and to recognize the verbs themselves. The first four verbs are ‘eats’
- 40oyiwa, ‘sits’ - a0piiwa, ‘runs’ - ddkska’siwa, ‘sleeps’ - dyo’kaawa. Take good
time for each verb.

Division 1 Students should be able to use these verbs with little difficulty.
The teacher should go over each page with the students first then
review thoroughly.

Division 11 Same as above but they should be able to write the simple forms
of verbs and nouns.

EXERCISES:
Division 1 (Page 18)

Use nitdaksoyi with each noun and have the class repeat after
you. Do the same with nitddoyi. Then each student may take
a turn saying which food they choose with nitdaksoyi.
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SECTION 4 - CLOTHING - ISTOTOOHSINI (Pages 29-32)

This short section serves as an introguction to common clothing and verbs associated
with dressing. Both Division I and Division II should be able to say these words.
Repetition is necessary. Read over carefully having the students repeat.

EXERCISES:

Division I & 11

ACTIVITIES:

Division I & 11

Division 11

Prepare flashcards with each piece of clothing. Drill the
students with them.

Play a clothing game. Bring some big old clothes; hat, coat,
sweater, jeans, socks & shoes. Have the students sit in a circle.
If the class is large divide it into groups of six. The students
roll a die and when they get a given number like six they must
try to put on all the clothes before another student rolls six.
The students must say the die number in Blackfoot as well as
each piece of clothing. Make them use the possessive n- (eg.,
nottsémo’kaani, niséka’simi, nitétsskoiitsiiksi, né6to’ahsiiksi,
natsikiistsi).

Do the same thing with Division II as above then have them
write a list of foods they are going to eat.

Page 23 - asks “Kiistd kitddkska’sspa? Ask each student
individually to answer this (Division I & II).

Page 25 - same with this page. You should have Division II
write all their answers.

Page 26 - Have Division I say what verb fits in the space.
Division II should say and write.

Page 27 - Both Division I and Division II should do this page.
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Division I & 11

Charades

Flashcards

Divide the class into two teams. Each team must give each
of their team members one short sentence like aakiikoana
adoyiwa and each student must act out their sentence for the
other team. Take the time as each team guesses what the other
team has given them. The team with the least total time is the
winner.

The teacher can make flashcards out of the pages showing
subject and verb asking 4ikiiwaatsiksi? (What is he/she doing?)




SECTION 5 - NOOXOOWAYI — MY HOME (pages 33-39)

This section is intended to help familiarize students with common items in their
home. Review each page carefully and help the students to say each item.

EXERCISES:

Division 1

Division 11

ACTIVITIES:

Division I and Il

Stud :nts should be able to point out things on page 36 and say
what each is. Ask them to draw their own home, telling you
what is in their home. Do the same with the tipi.

Students should be able to write in the name of each item on
page 36. Have them make cards with the names of the items,
so they can take them home and tape them to the real things
at home (use masking tape.) Do the same with the tipi exercise.

Bring cardboard boxes to school. Each student should be given
one piece of furniture to make. With crayons and scissors they
must cut and draw (tape if necessary) something to furnish your
classroom with. Each piece of furniture must be labelled. Take
a walk around your “home” when all is complete and talk about

each piece of furniture. Keep your “home” for at least a couple
of days.

« Bring pictures (books) of Niitdyisi. If possible bring actual
items for the children to look at.

« Have them make a tipi with paper and make miniature
furnishings to go into their niitdyisi.

» Have an elder come to talk about Niitdyisi and the
furnishings.

» Make a make-believe tipi in your classroom and have the
children make items out of cardboard boxes, etc. to furnish
your niitdyisi.



Out of a cardboard box have each child make a T.V. Make
a “T.V.” program in Blackfoot by making holes at the top
and bottom of each side of the box. On a few sheets of long
paper have them draw pictures of a story which they may
tell to the class.

Holes here
® ®
a ™
i Cut out screen
\_ J
T 1 With 2 sticks roll sheet
Holes here
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SECTION 6 - IKSOWA’POMAAHKAIKS - ANIMALS (Pages 40-53)

This section is directed at simply familiarizing students with the common animals.
Since children have a natural curiosity with animals, they may remember some
animals from previous lessons. For the most part this section is aimed at
pronounciation and memorization for both Division I and II.

EXERCISES:

Division 1

Division 11

Do the exercises on page 49 called Tsdanistapssiwaatsiksi? Help
the children with the pronunciation of each animal. Do the same
thing with the rest of the pages through to page 52.

Go back to book one, section one, and read Nddpiwa and the
animals. Ask the students which animals gave which sound
to Naipiwa.

Use picture books with pictures of the animals. Ask the class
to give you the name of each animal.

Review the section on animate things in book 2 on the
animate numbers and pluralizing animate things. Do pages
33 and 36-41 again for repetition and refreshing memories.

Ask the children to say what each animal’s name is and what
it is doing on pages 41-48 (eg. page 41 dmo adatisistaawa,

dmo 4dattsistaawa adpiiwa).

Have each student draw a picture of the animal of their
choice, or animals if they choose.

Make up flashcards of the animals and drill the class.

Go over all the above exercises with the students. Give them
time to write the names of the animals. With the exercise on
“what is the animal doing?” help them to write the proper verb.
Ask dikiiwaatsiksi? (What is he/she doing?)
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ACTIVITIES » From old magazines have the children cut pictures of the
animals in this section. Have them cut out ten animals of
their choice and glue them to a blank page. They should
make two rows of five pictures each. The teacher may call
out different animal names and the student may cover each

picture with a small piece of paper. (This is a shorter version
of Bingo.)

* Divide the class into two teams and have them play animal
charades.

e Outside or in a large play area have an Animal Race. Divide
the class into teams of five on each iecam. Line the teams
up behind a start line. They will play a relay, as the first
team member must listen to the teacher. The teacher calls
out an animal’s name. The first player must move in the
manner of the animal called (eg. hop if it is 44attsistaawa or
run on all fours if it is ponokdémitaawa). When they reach
a tuming line to go back. The teacher must call out a new
animal and the student must mimic the new animal until he/
she reaches the team and start line.

Ikskimaawa (Page 53)

* Read page 53 with the students.

* You might want to address the importance of hunting and
have the students discuss hunting.

* Ask These Questions:

Kitdakotoyiikskimahpa? - “Are you going hunting?”
They may answer “Aa, nitdakotoyiikskima” - “Yes, I am
going to hunt” or “Saa, nimaatdakotoyiikskima” - “No, I
am not going to hunt.”

“Tsé anistdpssiwa kitdaksskondkatawa?” - “What are you
going to shoot?” They may answer “Nitdaksskondkatawa
dwakaasiwa” - “I am going to shoot a deer.”

« They may choose any animal.
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SECTION 7 — PI’ KSSIfKSI - BIRDS (Pages 55-68)

As in the last section this section is intended to help famtiiarize students with birds,
some insects, and other little animals. Because this section is so much like the last

section, it is suggested that the teacher adapt some of the exercises and activities
from the last secticn.

ACTIVITY:

Bird Watching

Siiké’ tsitaawa!
(Gather!)

Go for a walk outdoors with the class. Try to identify some of
the birds mentioned in this section. You may want to pack a book
of Southern Alberta Birds and The Blackfoot Dictionary.

(Pages 67-68)

These pages are aimed at familiarizing the students with a few
things outdoors. The teacher may want to expand on this.

Make a list for each pair of children consisting of different
numbers of the things mentioned on these pages, eg. ndato’kayi
miistsiistsi (two sticks); nddiyi 66hkotokistsi (six stones);
ihkitsikayi nifpistsi (seven leaves); ni’tokska pisétssaisskiyi (one
flower); nio6kskayi poosohsooa’tsiistsi (three pussywillows);
ndéto’ kayi isstsimamsskaapoiksi (two pine cones.)

Then, in class, d.vide the children into pairs of two, and give each
pair a list of things to gather in the school yard. Make sure you
read over the list with each pair before sending them out. When
the children have gathered what they need, they must return and
show the class. They can say, eg., nitssiiko’tsii’ pinnaana
amof(i)stsi nddto’kayi miistsiistsi.



SECTION 8 — MORE VERBS (pages 69-80)

This section is aimed at broadening the students knowledge of verbs and how to
use them. The following activities and exercises can be applied to the first section
of verbs. It is important to be able to use verbs in different contexts. Therefore
this section is followed by a list of verb tenses and degrees.

EXERCISES:

Division 1

Division II

ACTIVITIES:

Charades

“lihtai’ poyo’ pa”

Nddpiwa dwaaniiwa

(pages 76 - 79)
Have the students look at the picture on the left of the page.

Ask them to tell you something about the picture using the
verbs they have leamed.

Students should be able to write short sentences beside each
picture with help from the teacher.

Division 1 & 11

The teacher should make a list of short sentences using one
subject and one verb (eg. Ama saahkémaapiwa aihpiyiwa).

- Each student get- a short sentence to act out i front of the

class.

Have the players/students sit in a circle. Choose someone
to start. He/she must whisper a short sentence to his/her
neighbor and the neighbor whispers the message to the next
one, and so on until it reaches the end. The last person to
get the message must say what he/she has heard. Ask the
starter to say what he/she said in the beginning.

Blackfoot version of ‘ Simon Says” (a favorite of School
District # 51 Blackfoot teachers.) Using commands like
Apiit, Nip6ipoyit, Miistapoot, PéShsapoot, etc. students
must do what Nadpiwa says. If the leader does not say
“Nddpiwa dwaaniiwa” before the command, then the student
must not do what he/she is commanded.
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‘ Annohk, aapindkosi, matonni - “today (now), tommorrow, yesterday”

Start with dnnohk - “today.” Ask each student “kitiikithpa
dnnohk™ - “What are you doing now?” They may answer
with any verb they choose, eg., “4nnohk nitaiksimssta” -
“Now I am thinking.” (See the following list for help.)

Then ask each student about the student behind him/her.
What is he/she doing?, eg., Na Susan dtkiiwaatsiksi? They

may answer with any verb they choose, eg., Na Susan
aissinaakiwa.

Then ask nitaikithpa d4nnohk? - “what am I doing now?”
They may answer in any way they choose, eg., “a4nnohk
kitai’poyi.”

Aapindkosi - “tomorrow”

Ask about the student behind, eg., aapindkosi, na Susan
daksikiiwa? - “Tomorrow, what is Susan going to do?” They
may answer “Aapindkosi na Susan aaksi’poyiwa.”

Ask about their parents - “Aapindkosi, na kiksissta daksikiiwa
or Na kiksissta daksikiiwa aapindkosi?” - “What is your
mother going to do tomorrow?”

Ask them “What you, the teacher, are going to do” -
“Nitaaksikiihpa dapindkosi?” “What am I doing tomorrow?”
They may answer “Aapirdkosi kitdakihkiitaa napayini” -
“Tomorrow you are going to bake bread.”

Ask about “What the student is going to do” - Aapindkosi
kitdaksikiihpa? - “Tomorrow what are you going to do?”
They may answer “Aapindkosi nitdakomiihkaa” - “Tomor-
row I am going fishing.”

Matonni - “Yesterday”

In the same manner as above and using the list provided, ask

questions about yesterday with the words nitsiikithpa and
kitsiikiihpa.
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Annohk - today (present tense)

3rd person (helshe is)

aipottaawa
dawaawahkaawa
a’pcyiwa
aissinaakiwa
aithpiyiwa
aohkit6piiwa
aihkiitaawa
aomiihkaawa
aiksimsstaawa

Ist person (I am)

nitaipéttaa
nitdédwaawahkaa
nitai’poyi
nitdissinaaki
nitaihpiyi
nitaéhkitopi
nitaihkiita
nitiémiihka
nitaiksimssta

Aapindkosi — tomorrow (future tense)

daksipottaawa
dakawahkaawa
daksi’poyiwa
aakssinaakiwa
dakihpiyi
dakihkiitaawa
dakomiihkaawa
daksiksimsstaawa

nitdaksipottaa
nitdakawahkaa
nitdaksi’poyi
nitdakssinaaki
nitdakihpiyi
nitaakihkiitaa
nitdakomiihkaa
nitdaksiksimsstaa

Matonni — yesterday (past tense)

iip6ttaawa
ddwahkaawa
isinaakiwa
ihpiyiwa
ithkiitaawa
iimiihkaawa
iksimsstaawa

nitsiipottaa
nitddwahkaa
nitssinaaki
nitsspiyi
nitsskiitaa
nitsiimiihkaa
nitsiksimsstaa

2nd person (you are)

kitdipottaa
kitddwaawahkaa
kitai’poyi
kitdissinaaki
kitaihpiyi
kitaokitopi
kitaihkiita
kitaémiihka
kitaiksimssta

kitaaksipottaa
kitaakawahkaa
kitdaksi’poyi
kitdakssinaaki
kitdakihpiyi
kitaakihkiitaa
kitdakomiihkaa
kitaaksiksimsstaa

kitsiipottaa
kitddwahkaa
kitssinaaki
kitsspiyi
kitsskiitaa
kitsiimiihkaa
kitsiksimsstaa
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