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INTRODUCTION 

This handbook was written for the Naskapi peop l e , 

par ticul ar l y  for those inv ol ve d in te aching and th ose 

who wan t to know more about th eir lang uage. We hope 

the infor mation included here wil l be e asil y 

un derstood, and t hat it w ill help those who want t o  

read and wr ite Naskap i but hav e had n o  opportunity 

to lear n un til n ow .  

For eas i er r efe r en c e , we have incl ud e d  a g l ossary 

in whic h the major te r ms we u se in the book ar e 

d efine d.  The ter ms app ear ing in the g l ossar y ar e 

identified i n  the te xt with an asterisk ( * )  fol l ow i n g  

it. 

We know t his is v er y  br ief; ther e is much more 

to the Naskap i In dian l ang uag e  than has bee n incl ud e d  

here. We w ou ld l ike to challen g e  y ou t o  com e up 

with more exampl es (or e v en ex c ep tion s!) for wh at 

is m entioned. 

We thank eac h one who has hel ped us in l ear nin g  

t o  speak t he language: for your help in teaching us , 

f or y our p atie nc e in o ur sl own ess and in our mistake s,  

an d fo r you r  c orr ec t ions and y o ur e ncour ag emen t .  Wha t 

app ears in this boo k ar e som e of the thing s we hav e 

learn ed.  If th er e  ar e any mist ak es, however, the y 

ar e our mistakes alon e.  
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1. Some D i fferenc es Between Eng lish and Naskap i  

Eng lish and N as k ap i are very different l anguag es . 
Each has its own p ar ti cul ar way of say ing things, and 

each or ganiz es in for mation in a dif ferent way. The 

purpose of t his chap ter is simpl y to h ighl ight some 

of t he d i ff er enc es that may cause d iff iculty in 

le ar ni ng to sp eak on e of the language s . 

1. Sounds in the langu ag e. 

Engl i sh has some soun ds th at d on't occur in N ask api. 

These in clude r and 1 ,  as well as c onsonants b, d, g, 

z ' j . 
Nask api al so has sounds that Eng l ish does not have . 

Some o f  t he most c omm on are kw an d mw 

<� r ,,; 
ami skw 

' b eaver '  

:L J 
mwakw 
' l oo n ' 

Naskapi vowels diff er fr om En gl ish vowel s . T his 

is f urt h er ex pl ai n ed in t he nex t  c hapt er ( Ph on ol ogy - - t he 

soun d s  of Nask ap i) .  

2. Animacy * and Male-fe male d i st i ncti o n . 

English and Naskap i hav e differ ent ways of classi ­

fying nou ns* . N ask api c lassifies each noun as e ith er 

'animate ' *  or 'inanimate'* . 'Animate' an d ' ina n imat e '  

ar e j ust l abel s used in grammar books. A wor d is 

' an imat e '  if y ou can use cr �1\L" (ni wapimal\') with it , 
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and i t  is ' i nanima te' if y o u  use � <t<"C- (ni wapaht an) 

with it. I t  is an impor tant d istinction that causes 

some dif f iculty f or t he English speaker lear ning Naskapi. 

(For f ur t her explanantion of t his, see t he chapt er on 

Animacy and Inanimacy . )  

English causes d ifficulty f or t he Naskapi speak er 

because it makes a difference between he, she, a nd it, 

and between him, her , a nd b etwe en his and h er .  These 

wor d s  ar e used pr imar ily when talking ab out people : 

if a man , 'he, him, his ' a r e  used , and if a w oman, 

' she, her ' ar e used . F o r  animal s and other o b ject s, 

' i t' is usuall y used . 

The ma n a te the me at. He liked it . 

The wo man crocheted several hats. She liked t o  

ma ke r ed ones best. 

The d og r a n  away . It was afraid of me. 

The t r ee is ta ll and straight. The man c hopped it 

d own. 

The woma n is wea r ing a sc arf. Her scarf is blue. 

Th e man has a hat. His ha t is gr e e n .  

3 .  Obviative* 

The Na skapi langua.ge has a way to sort out people 

in a sto ry so tha t  the l istener knows who is d oing what. 

For example, in the sentence: 

I.,Q.. Lcr<2 "<lALet 
chan mani- a wapi rnaw ' John sees Mar y . ' 

the l iste ner knows that it is John who sees someon e, an d 

it is Mary he sees. I n  this next sentence, 



ita- Lr �llLD 
chan- a mani wapimaw 'Mary sees John' 

t he li st ener knows that it is the other way ar ound-­

t hat Mar y sees so meone, and the one she sees is John. 

The - <1 (- a) end i ng shows who is seen. (For mor e  

explanati on of this, see t he chapter on Obvi ati ve. ) 

English can sor t out peopl e too, but i n  a 
di f fer ent way. Eng l i sh depends on the or der of th e 

wor ds . I n  the sentence above, 1 John sees Mary 1, John 

i s  the one who sees someone because his name is said 

f irst. 

3 
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Phonology - - the Sounds of 

In Naskapi 

s w y . 

as in 

as in 

as in 

as in 

as in 

a s  in 

as in 

as in 

as in 

ther e ar e 

1\ 7 D 

E.iyaw 

4/),,) 
atihkw 

,} J ... 
kuku s 

rro... af-
misinaikin 

Q._ <" 
!!_a paw 

4 JJ 
achuk\� 

�htlfa..-
sak a ikin 

<l.:C 
\\.a wa 

�� 
ir_u 

nine 

Nask api 

consonants: p t k m 

'ptar migan' 

' caribou' 

' pig I 

' b o ok' 

' man' 

' seal' 

'lake ' 

' eggs'  

'Indian' 

The r e  ar e also six v owel sound s. T hr ee of these 

v owels ar e strong and thr ee weak (gr ammar book s will 

oft e n  r ef er to these as ' long' and 'short' vowels) : 

n 

t he str ength makes t he v owel sound d iff er ent �nd somet imes 

the str ength of the v owe l is the only dif f er ence be twe e n  

tw o w or d s. On t he next page ar e some examples of the 

str ong and weak v owels. 



'strong' ' w eak' 

i a-Ll> a-> 
niipu n!J>u 

' he marries, 'he dies' 

stands up' 

r rLJ- r r-
chi miin chi min 

'you give it to me' 'you drink' 

u J>�><Jf'a- i>l,><.f-
�spuaki na �spuaki n 

'his pip e ' ' pipe' 

It is now p r etty h ard to h ear a di f f er ence b et ween 
the 'weak i' and t he ' weak a' . Many year s ago t hey 

pr obably sounded more dif fer ent , but l a ngu ages ch ange , 

a nd t his is on e of t hose chan ges . Quit e often now 
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bo th so un ds ar e wr it t en as a 'we ak i' , al though sometimes 

a 'weak a' wi ll be wr it ten . 

'Weak ' vowels ar e of t en left o u t  when a wor d is 
p r onounc e d, but t hey ar e not usually left out when 

the word is writt en: 

�(. 
nit a 

' ther e' 

p ro nounced "nt a" 

,. <r; 'I saw him' 

nic hi i wap imaw pr ono u nced "nchiiwapima\\" 

r r ;C < 
miic hi_wap 

4 <l" 
a w as 

'building, she l te r ' 

pronoun ced " miic hwap" 
' c hi l d' 

pr ono unc ed " was" 
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One of the most common p l ac e s  where this hap pe ns 

i s  when a wor d b e gi ns wi th r- (chi- (a ' we ak i ' ) )  

f oll owed by anothe r ' ch-' or an ' s- '  or a ' t-' sy l l abl e . 

The ' weak i '  i s  not pr onounced , and the initi al ' ch- ' 

sounds l ik e  an ' s- ' :  

r"�"f ....... ' door ' 

£hi�tuhki n  pronounce d "�tu hkin" or "�t uhin" 

r � �" ' b ear ' 

c hi�ayakw p r onounc e d  "c hay akw" 

r r .1 :J ,, c.. ... ' you we nt' 

c hi chi i it uht an pr on oun ced "sc hi ituhtan" 

r cJ (Q_ 'yo u ar e coming ' 
c hi !akusin p r o n o unc e d  "s t akusin" 

Whe n t�o 'n- ' syl l ab l es wit h weak vowel s occ ur 

t o get h e r  at t he be ginnin g of a w ord , usually one i s  not 

pronounced: 

(J o:r<"- I I sl eep '  

n i :nip an p r ono unced "nip an" 

'"-- � ,, :::> <J " I I l is te n  to h im' IT"-
ni �at uhtuwaw pronounced "ntuhtuwaw" 

Ther e is al so anotne r  sound --'h'--that oc casio n all y 

app ear s b e twe en vowels, as in : 

� "t:l 
n ihi 

' ye s' 

But ' h' also app e ar s  b ef or e  p ,  t ,  and k, and some t i mes 

ble nd s wit h tho se so und s whe n the wo r d i s  sp ok e n  qu ic kly. 
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Look at these words and how they are sometimes pronounced. 

4J''< 
aku!!E_ 

<1 (\ ",; 

atihkw 

' coat' 

sometimes pr on ounced "akuf" 

' car ibou' 

some times pron ounced "atihw" 

Younger N a skapi often use an 'h' sound n ow in stea d 

of the former 'ht', 'hk', or 's'. For example: 

r .1J"C.o 

chi ituht aw 

sa s a  

Younger Na skapi: 

'he wen t' 

chi ituho 

'are you r ea dy?' 

saha 
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3. Wr iting Naskapi 

Naskapi is written in syllab ics. Syl lab ic writ in g  

uses symb ol s t hat r ep r ese nt syl lab l es or par t s  of a 

sy l l ab le .  The symb ol may repr esent either a sequenc e  

of a con son an t and a vowel , or it may b e  a vowel b y  

it self.  Eac h c onson ant has a different shape , an d t h e  

v owel t hat foll ows it d et er min es which dir ection t he 

shape is written. 

i u 
> 

(no consonan t ;  

the vowel b y  it sel f) n � 

p A > 

t n 

k f 

ch r , J 
I 

s 1.- ( ; 

m r J 

n 

w 

y 

a 

< 

c 

I 0 

I � 

l I 

L 



I f  a sy ll able has a final consonant , it may be 

written as a smal l raised syllab ic of the symbol 

nor mally use d f o r  that consonant follow e d  by 'a' : 

t><..<-
u tapa!!_ 

rr'�LlFQ... 
misinaikin 

'car' 

'book' 

The same is a lso d on e  whe n a sy l la bl e  b egins 

with a sequ en ce of two conson an ts. The first 

( u sual ly an ' s' )  is writte n as a smal l r aised symbol: 

1 "'n r­
mistimin 

l1 "c) c. " 
iskutaw 

' or an ge' 

'fire' 

9 

Some wor d s  end with a ' - kw '  soun d tha t is d iffer en t 

fr om the '-k' . This '-kw' sou nd is �r itt en as a 

small r a ised ' k u' symb o l  to distingui sh it fr om the 
I -k I: 

amiskw 

I.. It tr 
nisk 

' b eav er ' 

' g oose' 

As can be se en fr om these two e xamples ,  a sy llabl e 

may also end in two conson ants , in wh ich c ase bot h 

sy mbols ar e small and r aised . 

The sound 'w' ofte n occur s f ol lo�ing another 

consonan t.  When t his happens , the ,,,., is r ep resented 

by a colon placed bef o r e  the symbol, a s shown in thi s 

next examp le. 
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' wo ma n ' 

iskw aw 

' w ' al so oc c ur s  at the enJ of word s ,  and may be 
r epresented by a sma ll r ai se d ' o  ' ·  

" " ' 0 
L1 • " 
iskwaw 

'woman' 

0 a....< 
nap a� 

' man ' 

.c1"J(_. 
isku ta w 

'fire' 

S ome wr iter s do not wr i te any fina l c onson an t  a s  a 

r a ised sy l l abic . I n  th e fo ll o win g e xamp le s, the o ne on 

the lef t is wr itt en a s  a r a ise d syl l abic, the one o n  

the r ight is n o t :  

l>C< -

utapa!!_ 

.1 ..... b 0 
iskwaw 

' c a r '  

' wo man' 

C> c. < Q._ 
u ta pan ( a) 

1,' I ._:.., .:1 ' 0 '"-.J 
iskwaw(a) 

This c an b e  some\ih at c on fusin g ,  as the fo ll owin g e xamp l e  

il l ust r a t es: 

a...<<l ;(ji\L< 
napaw a  wapimawa 

ma y mean eit h er 'he se e s  t h e  man' 

o r  'doe s he see the man?' 

T he dif fer ence in meaning is c lear er wh en the rais ed 

sy l labic is use d: 

a....<<J 4l'Lc 
n apawa wapima,,· 

a..... < <:J :.21 11 L ..d 
n apawa wapimawa 

' he se e s  the man ' 

'do es he see th e man ?' 
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' h' m ay be r epr esent ed by a sm all r ais e d quotat i on 

mark to distinguish sim ilar word s: 

<".)<l"' 
pahtuwaw 

'he h ears him' 

< ,:)<f"' 
patuwaw 

' h e  brings it to him' 

However , some wr iter s may not write th e ' h ' soun d at 

all. 

In Naskapi , strong and we ak vowel s are not always 

wr itten dif fer ently .  Usual ly when t hey ar e written 

d iffe r ent ly , the strong vowel is written with an 

addition al vowel symbol: 

a- J 11 
niipi 

'l eaf ' 

a- /\ 
nip i 

' w ater ' 
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4. Noun Finals 

Som e nouns
•

in I nd ian contain word- p arts th at 

explain a little about wh at sh ape t he t hing is, or 
what it is mad e o f  or wh at it looks l ike. 

1 .  �,J - <l (- askw) occur s in wor ds for t hing s made of 

2. 

3 .  

4. 

wo od that ar e long and stick-l i k e: 

rla.-tJfa... 
i,d 

misinaikin a skw 

-d d c J.d 
aku t askw 

-<r>A ( - a pui) 

a l iq uid : 

rre->Ll 
ch ic h inapui 

,J<>L1 
supapui 

I d 

is used 

- <1'l (-a t ikw) occur s 

\\'OOd : 

rJ<If'�/) J 

mic h uakin a t i kw 

r .. " - <1 (- ch iwap ) 

rr<J<. 
mic hiwap 

o ccur s 

r ,Ja- .,1 p a... r <iJ <. 
m isin aikin c hiw� 

'penc il '  

' axe ' 

in som e wo r d s  

' milk ' 

' soup ' 

in wo r d s fo r 

' tab le' 

in wo rds fo r 

'ho use' 

' off i c e ' 

r e f er r in g  to 

thin gs made of 

a shelte r :  
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5 .  - <J'71\ ( -ayaap i) is fo und in word s for thing s th at 

are l ike string: 

(fa..-�11 
sik inay a a p i 

L"llh�l1 
chast ikaya api 

' y arn' 

' s tring ' 

6 .  - <1 r ( - ac hii) is found in word s for things that 

ar e flat and l ike a sheet: 

' (shee t o f) paper' 

m isina ikinac hii 
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5 .  Locativ e 

To say that some one is g oing somepl ace, or that 

something is l ocated somewhe r e , an e nding -ich is 

attached to the noun t hat te lls the d estination or 

l ocation: 

(' I 'he we nt to town' 

utanach c h i  ituh ta w 

cc 
iyumisinaikin c hiwap ic h  ta w 

'he is at the band 

offic e '  

cJ >L... ..... 8�(, 

n i  p usan i\'a sac h  

'I am trav el l ing to 

Seven I sl a nds ' 

I f  the pe rson want s t o  b e  more sp ec ific about "h er e 

some thin g i s , a n  extra word suc h  a s  r r L 
m ay be a d d e d: 

r .<J .. l!-.,. rrL <l"J,J(-<;1 
(. 

c hii wap imaw mi c h ima a hk usuc h i wa pic h 

'he saw him near t h e  h osp i ta l '  

II.. I(.:;._� f ;;_. ... ,.. c 
(< rJ<lfCl-llo \.._. 

sip a mic h uwa ki n a tikuc h mi si na iki n sta w 

'the bo ok i s  un d er the tab l e '  

Often , too , th e ver b  mea n i ng 'is loc a ted' is u sed: 

cr 6 .:1 ,h' r,., '"- J f' '- r <J 11 � c...., 
nikawi iyumi sinaikinchiwap ic h ta\\' 

' my m other i s  at t he Band Offic e. ' 



6 .  Th e Diminutiv e 

To expr ess smalln ess in size, the wor d- par t ,  

-J� (-is) is added to the end of a wor d .  

For exampl e : 

4�"' 'child' 

a was 

<j/1J 'dog' 
atimw 

. ( ' .<:1<1 
awasis 

ll ·r" <1 . 
atimwis 

'i nfant ' 

'puppy' 

15 
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7. Animacy and Inanimacy 

Na skapi, as do all Algonquian l anguag e s, di stingui s he s  

be tween what lingui s t s  call anima te noun s ·� and inanimate 

nouns. U sually living things such a s  people, animal s, 

and p lants are in the animat e cat egory, and non-living 

thing s are in the inanima t e  ca t egory. How eYer, ther e 

For examp l e, the 

The word for 'car' 

are s everal exception s to that rul e. 

Naskapi wor d for 'mitt s
' 

i s  animat e. 

is inanima t e , but  th e word for 'skidu' is animate.  

An animat e n oun u s es an animate verb, and an 

inanima te n oun u ses an inanima te v erb: 

Animate noun and v erb: 

ni "apimaw iskwaw 

" - � I �/\!._ " c 
wapimaw n i ska 

' I s ee the woman.' 

'he se e s  t h e  goo s e.' 

B ut i t  is incorrect to say (Two Xs be fore a s en t enc e 

indica te the s entence is not go od Ind ian.): 

XX � �<. .. C.- J ":h • 
XXni "apaht an i skwaw 

becau s e in this s entence, an an ima t e  noun is used with an 

inanimat e v erb. 

Inanima t e noun and verb: 

rr .<J <. ' · c.. ...... r ,; c.- tJ F a.. 
ni "apahtan mi sina ikin 

� <. " (_ t. ��a- � f cr ..! 
wapah tam mi s inaikiniyu 

'I s e e the book.' 

'he s e e s  the bo ok.' 



But it is incorr ect to say: 

XX cr :(:] /\ L c 
XXni wapimaw misinaikin 

b ecaus e in this s ent enc e, an inanimat e noun is used 

with an animate v erb. 

Some words can b e  either animat e or inanimate 

d ep ending on th eir m eaning. For exampl e: 

Animate: a tree that is 

r"nJ growing 

mistikw 

Inanimate: a tree that is 

17 

cut, 

or a branch from a 

Som e animate nouns are: 

J� iyu 'person' 
�< 0 

napaw 'man' 
<J (\ J atimw 'dog' .. J <]() atihkw 'caribou' 
� r L samich 'snowsho es' 
<1 > I, wapus 'rabbit' 

Some inanimate nouns are: 

!>C..<.._ 
J"clL,._ 
<J ,..) c. ".J 

utapan 

muhkuman 

akutaskw 

'truck' 

'knife' 

'ax e' 

tree· 
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8. Plurals 

A singular noun * is a nou n that r efer s to only one 

thing or pe r son. A plural noun is a noun that r efer s 

to mor e than one thing or pe r son. In Naskapi, pl ural 

nouns ar e shown by adding - <l" (-ach) or -<:J (-a) to 

the end of the word . The en ding that is used dep e nds 

on w heth er the wor d is animate or inanimate. 

For animat e"' n ouns , the p lur al ending is -.a" ( -ach) . 

For examp le: 

<. 6. ,j <J<lr"' 'one i nfant ' 

p aikw awasis 

rr <J �r L,. (. 'two infant s '  

nisu awasi sach 

For inanimate .. noun s ,  t he p lural ending - <1 ( -a) i s  

a dd ed to t he word. For examp le: 

' one b o ok ' 
p aikw misi naikin 

.�r 'two books' 
nisu misin aiki na 



9 .  Th e Possessive Mark ers 

1 9  

In Indian, small word-parts are added to a noun* 

to show who poss esses, or ow�s, the thing. In fr ont 

of a noun, the mark ers are as follows: 

<r 
ni­

'my' 

rr r r' co- .4 P g._ 
nimisinaikin 

rrrcz_fjfa... 
chimi si naikin 

e> r�� L1 fa­
umi si naikina 

r 
chi -
' yo ur ' 

t> 
u-

' hi s, her' 

' my book' 

'your book' 

'his book' 

An ad d it io nal mar ker can be added to the end 

of a word to show po s s es s ion of anima te object s. 

Thi s marker i s  -J� - (-im-). For exampl e :  

�((!1'" 
nisisipim 

e>C.<l(L 
utawasima 

Sometimes the 

after th e 'kw ' 

b d 
kakw 

s ound o f  -im-

sound, -im-

'porcupine' 

'my duc k' 

'hi s chil d' 

change s. For e x ample , 
sounds mor e like - urn - : 

a- belL ' my p or cupine� 

nikakum 
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Th er e ar e a few i n anima te n ouns t hat c an occur wit h 

the - im- . Two of th ese are: 

r"'-
mi ht 

bl\ 
kapi 

'fir ewood ' 

' cof f ee' 

C> r''IJ L I hi s fi rewood I 
umihtima 

l> b t1 L 
' his c offee' 

u ka pi m  

Wh en a noun is pos s e sse d by more t ha n  on e per son , 

th is is show n by a dd ing ma r ker s  to bot h t h e  beginn in g 

an d the en d o f  the word . F or ex ample : 

'bo o k ' 

mis in aikin 

I " c.- - ' f ish ' 

namas 

I � I g._ c·� d I h at I 

kuniskun 

n imi sin a ikin a n  

rc.-Lr�-..e 
c h ina.ma sina nu 

f' I l f Cl i d� "'0 c:z.._ 
c hikuni skun aw 

'our b ook 
(our a nd not 
you r) ' 

'our (you rs 
and our s) fis h ' 

' your (plu ra l) 
hat ' 
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10. Introduction to Verbs 

The most impor tant pa r t  of A lgonqu ia n l anguages 

is the verb� The verb is the most important t hing 

to underst and in I ndian because the majority of 

what ever is s aid is s poken a s  a verb. S ometimes 

a sentence can c ons is t of a verb onl y , a nd the verb 

may say in o ne word what Englis h need s a long 

s entence to say. Nas ka pi v er bs hav e  a gr ea t var iety 

and ex pres s iv eness, as will be seen in the n ex t  sev er al 

chapter s. 

Tr a ns it ivity 

The per s on or th ing th a t  is d oing the act ion of 

a v er b  is c a l led the sub jec t *  of tha t v erb. Each 

v erb ha s a s ubjec t . Some verbs have a n  obj ec t * too. 

The ob jec t of a v erb is t he per son or th ing tha t  is 
a ff ec ted by the ac tion . I n  the E n gl ish ex ample , 

"John h it the b a ll", J ohn is t h e  s ub jec t of the v erb, 

a nd "th e ba ll" is the obj ect . 

A ver b  wh ic h ha s an object is ca ll ed a tr a nsitive* 

v er b .  A ver b which does not have an obj ect (such a s  

"John sl eeps") is c a l l ed a n  intr a n s itiv e* v er b . Th is 

d is tinction is important bec a us e  th e ver b- end ings 

d if fer accor din g to �hether they a r e  trans itiv e or 

intr a n s itive. 

S ome ex amp l es of tr a nsiti ve ver bs in Na skap i a re: 

c ha n  pa s u waw 

<:r j ;a•. 
ni muwaw 

L� r 
ma ni chi 

L� r 
man i c hi 

C>,;c.." 
usita w 

e>,JC.." 
us i t a\-.r 

' Joh n s hoots him' 

'I eat him' 

d �r'-dr< .. ' Mary made a ha t '  
kuniskuniyu 

'.Mary ma de it' 
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S ome ex amples of in t r ans itive ver b s  in Naskap i ar e: 

cr-< 0 

nipaw 

rr-
c hiwi mich in a 

1\l>Q... 
piun 

'h e sl eeps' 

'do you want to eat?' 

'it is snowin g' 

Si ngul ar an d plur al. 

S in gu lar* and plu r al *  ar e the terms wh ic h  r efer 

to how ma ny p erson s or t hi ngs ar e par t of the s ub jec t 

and obj e c t. In En gli sh, \\'e say t hat "I" i s  s in gula r , 

and "we" i s  plur al b ecau s e " I " r e fer s t o  my s elf alon e , 

a nd "we" r efer s to mor e  t ha n  on e p er s on. In t he s ame 

-wa y ,  "he" is sin gula r and " t hey" is plur al .  

Pers on . 

Person * is t h e  c oncept that r ef ers to the people 

or t hin gs who ar e th e s u bj ec t s  and objec t s  of t he 

ve rb. Di ffe r e nt languages hav e dif f er ent way s  of 

expr essin g these. 

In Engl is h, \ve say that " I "  is f ir s t-pe r s on singu lar 

and t ha t  "-we" is f ir s t -.p er son plur al . "You" is s econd­

pers on s ingu lar and p lu r al. " He", "she ", a nd "it" ar e 

third -pers on s i ngula r a nd "t h ey" i s  t hird -person p lural. 

The p er s on s ys tem in Na s kapi i s  s i milar , ex cept 

tha t the f i r st-p er son plur al ( "we") is refi ned mor e: 

'we(ex c lu s i ve)' means: me anrl at l eas t one 
other per s on ,  b ut not you.  

' we (i n c lu siv e) '  mean s :  me and you, an d mayb e 
ot her s 
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11. Person Markers 

I n  Naskapi, person is partl y shown by word -par ts 

which are attached to the f ront of the verb. Note 

how similar these parts are to t he possessive mar kers. 

a-­
ni-

r. 
ch i-

(first-person) 

(s ec on d - per son) 

( th er e  is no pref ix for 
thir d -person ) 

The per son is a lso s hown by various wo rd - pa r t s  

on the end of t he verb . They ar e d i f f er ent f or eac h  of 

the f ou r  t y pes of v erb s : Anima t e  In tr a ns it ive , 

Inanimat e In t ra ns i t ive, T rans it ive Animate ,  a nd 

Tr ans it iv e  In an ima t e. 

Tr an s itiv e Anima te V er b  Ma rke r s. 

Wh en ev er the second - per s on ("you") i s  im·olYed 

i n  any wa y wit h t he verb, t he mar ker r - ( c hi-) is 

us ed . The mar ker a t  the en d of the verb is �ha t 

tells us wh o or wha t  else is inv olved in the act ion 

of t h e  v erb . 

Using t h e  ver b " see" , here ar e s ome ex amp les : 

r .:aAr- 'you see me' 
c hi wapimin 

r <:J ,1 r I) a-. I I see you ' 
chi wapimi tin 

r <:1/\L'"- .... 
' you s ee u s '  

c hi wapim� 

(' :a ;1 r ,1.._ - 'we see you' 
c hi wa pimitin a n  
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r � 1\ L"' 'y ou se e h im' 
chi wapimaw 

r <j;\IJ 'he sees y ou' 
chi w apimikw 

r .<:3/\Lw-. D 
' you (plural) see me' 

chi wapiman aw 

r <:J 11 r .o a- a- 0 
(p lur al)' 'we se e y ou 

c h i  w apimit in anaw 

Ex amples o f  en d ings f o und with the f ir st- p e r son 

mar ke r  ("I") are show n b elow: 

cr- <JI\L"' I I s e e him' 
ni wapi maw 

f 
� <1/\r"' 'h e se es me' 
ni wa p imi b,· 

� <Jt\L',j� , I see t hem ' 
n i  wapimawich 

� (} .<1/iL:o.... 'we s ee him' 
n i  v.:a pima n an 

The fo l l o ,.;ing are e x amples o f  Trans i t ive An ima t e  

verbs using the thir d- pe r so n  ("he"). Note th a t  t here 

is no pe rson mar k er b e f ore the ver b. 

<J/\L" 
wapimaw 

;d;} !\ l- ·� I. 
wapima, .. -i c h  

'he sees h im'  

' he se e s  t h em'  



Tran sitive Inanima t e  verb marker s. 

There ar e fewer Tr a nsitive I na nima t e  m ar kers 

than Tran sitiv e Animate mark er s. Her e ar e some 

exampl es using t he inanimate ver b  "see": 

r <x<"c.­
chi wap ahtan 

r :.d<"Ca.--.a 
ch i wapa htananu 

.. 0 
r .<:J < c. a-

chi wapa ht anaw 

0- <:J<"c. 0-
ni wapah tan 

cr- � <. .. c. a.,_ a­
ni wap a h t an an 

<J<"C� 
wap aht am 

. r you see t t r 

' we (inc l usive) see it' 

' you (p lur al) s ee it ' 

' I  see it' 

'we (exc lu siv e) see it' 

' h e s ees it' 

Anima te Intran sitive verb m ar k er s .  

Her e ar e some ex amp les of Anim ate Intransitiv e 

ver b mar kers wit h th e v erb "l aug h ": 

0-. rr <A 
ni p ap i !!_ 

r 
chi pap i!!_ 

a <A 
papi� 

c;:_ 
a- <Aa.­

ni papinan 

'I am l aug hing '  

'you ar e laughing' 

!he is laugh ing '  

' we ( exc lusiv e) ar e 
l aughing ' 

25 
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r < /1 0- c-
tJ 

' we ( inclu s ive) a r e  
chi papinanaw la ughin g '  

0 
r < 1\ a- ' y ou ( pl ur a l ) are 

chi pap ina\\· la ughin g' 

I na nimat e I n tr a n s itive verb markers. 

H e r e are a coup le ex amples of Ina nimate Intransitive 

verbs : 

-
/\ t> 

piun 

(:Lc.,_ 
chim\\an 

'it is sno\dng' 

'it is raining' 



1 2. Obviative 

In Naskapi, as in other Algonquian I nd i an 

l anguages, ther e is a spec ial way to mark t he secon d 

of two third-person�nouns in a sentence. L inguists 

call this the "obviative", and it is just a way t o  

make clear what is being s aid . Th e en d in g  us ed on 

anim ate nouns is - <1 ( -a) : 

a-<., :41\L., Ll':b<::3 .. 
napaw wa pimaw iskwawa 

' t h e  man s ees th e woma n '  

,. < " j'Ao L '  .._ � .a,_ "\ • 
n a paw rnu waw namaa sa 

' th e  ma n eats fi sh ' 

Th e end in g u sed on inan imate nouns is -Ll.../. ( -iyu): 

a....<. .. (,� :<:JL1c L rra....1F�o::!. .. 
napaw kan iw a:i t am mi sin aikini yu 
'the man h as t he book' 

t>C<�"' .. 
n a paw pimpiy1u utapaniyu 
' t h e  man drives the truck' 

27 

The endings 1 must n ot be mixed. It would be incorrec t 

to put th e i nani1mate en d i ng on an animat e noun or Yic e 

vers a: 

XX a....<. • .J :<t "' a... L (-.;! 
XXnapaw muwa1w namaa s iyu 
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Wor ds ot her t han nouns a lso have a n  obvi a t ive 

f or m  when they ar e us ed w ith a thir d  per s on. I n  t h e  

fi rs t ex ampl e below , 'tomor row' i s  not i n  a n  obvi a ti v e  

for m because ther e  i s  no ot her t hi r d  person, b ut i n  th e 

second ex ampl e it is in the obvi a t ive form beca us e a 

thir d - person ("he") is ment ioned . 

:4 II (., -T b L1 J , . C Q.... :G � t. 
wapicha nika ituhtan wa sa ch 

't omor row I wi ll go to S ev en Is l a n d s '  

<3 t, :r � r to 2::: ··c."' 1>c. Q.... " 

�apinicha ch i ka ituhtaw ut a na ch 

'tomorrow he will go to town ' 

The obviative al s o  occur s on things p o sse s sed by 
or belo n g ing to a third-per s on. In the following exampl es, 

. ·  ... 
note th e - <J (-a) ending on <1 <I wh en the per s on me ntio ned 

is 'his child', but n ot wh en he i s  'my child' bec ause 

' I ' i s  f ir st -p er son and n ot th ird-person: 

r> c. <1r' L 
utaivas ima 
'h is c h i ld '  

o-C<J(L 
nitawasi m 
'my child' 



1 3. Pr everbs 
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A lot of meaning i s  car ried by small additions 

to the ver b"!" T hese word- parts ar e calle d "p reverbs" 

and they are found betwe en the per son-mar ker and the 

verb. A samp l e  of preverbs is shown here, with a few 

of th e many meanings they can have. 

< 
p a-

L r 
mac hi-

r"c 
mi sta -

tS"- c C> 
ni t au-

rr 
c hi si-

l> � 1.. 
us am-

'would, should, might' 

'bad , wr ong' 

'big , al ot' 

' kn o·w how to ' 
(acqu ir ed abi l ity) 

'finis.h' 

'too much' 

0 
r< ·tJ C L 

c hi� witamaw 
'you sh ou l d tel l 

h i m' 

L( :J(_ t. 
machitut arn 

'he does wr o ng' 

fr r"c_ ,:)�!., 
-

nimista tuschan 
'I work al ot' 

L. .._ 
a- cr C. I> '' 1\ P. 
ni n it au p impi u n  

'I know how to dr i ve '  

rr; 11£><2-
c h ichi si p iu n  

'it finished sn owing' 

r L. rrJG-cr- C>� r 
nichiusa m michis u n 

' I atetOO muc h ' 

Between the p rev er b s  and the p erson-m arker is 
another t ype of word-part. These word -parts hav e 

meanings which r efe r in some way t o  t ime. (Some 

p eop l e thi nk  th e se wor d - parts shou ld b e  inc l uded 

in the category of p rev erbs . ) 
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Her e is a samp le: 

r 
c hi-

b 
ka-

(b 
c hika-

·� 
wi-

( p ast ten se) 

( future ten se) 

( futur e tense for third-per son) 

in t ent ion , habit, desire 



14. Commands 

Th e v erbs that have been given in examples so 

far only represent one set o f  form s. There are two 

other m ajor sets of forms. One of th ese, comm ands, 

is wh en you tell someone to do someth in g . The 

command form does not h av e any person-markers. Here 

are some examples . 

z1 r 
wichi 

£1 r & 
wichii 

r 
mi 

<- r �-!! 
pachimii 

.:sb <T"< 
akaa  n ipa 

<1"()L 
astima 

'help him ' 

' he lp me' 

' give it to him' 

'give it to me' 

' don ' t sl eep ' 

' come please' 

31 
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15. Conjunct 

"Conjunct" is the name g iv en to the third major 

group of verb f orms. In some s ente nces the conjunct 

form is used because it helps anot her verb in the 

sen tence: 

'he runs fast' 
awiupuwit chipiyu 

( l!J"C" J>Cc.." �( .;dALe. JL<Jfa.-
chi itu h t a� utanach chachi wapimat wichawakina 
' h e we nt to town t o  see his frierirl' 

Sometimes t he conjunct form is used to describe 

a nou n. In the following sentence, 'who was following 

me' de scribe s 'that man': 

<:. 
a_ a,._.(c b a.- i..., l> 

na napaw kanasaut 
't hat man who was 

o- J t.. ,J 
nichi imikw 
follo,.;ing me talked to me' 

The conjunct verb form is also use d in questions 
. ·  (. 

that ne e d  more than L <:: (ma,,·ach) or � "Ll (nihi) for 
an answer. Tha t  is, questions that ask <I�- (awan), 

cc.-c (tanta), C.Ll"l\ (t aispi), c,:b�
(chak�an), etc, 

ne e d  a conjunc t  ve r b  form : 

(_ l1., 1\ /4- L c)( c. 'whe n will he come back?' 
taisp i min cha takusit 

(_a...(. '= �J··c (. 
'where did he go?' 

tanta ka it uht at 

Th ere are many other u se s  of conjunct verb forms. 

These ve rbs are very important, but it is beyond the 

scope of this book to discuss them in de t ail. 
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Ther e ar e different types of conjunct ver b.for ms , 

but t hey all have a f ew thing s in common. No c onj unct 

form uses person-markers be for e the ver b . All the 

per sons referred to ar e shown by the end marker : 

i:1 <J 11 L c. 
wiapimat 

;;1<�Ar" 
wiapimik 

'Ll <j 1\ r'" 
wiapimit 

£jc::J/1 rc -

wiapimitan 

l1<1/\rJ ... 
wiapimiin 

'he sees him ' 

'I see him' 

'he sees me' 
or 'you see him' 

'I s ee you' 

'you see me' 

The d iff e ren c e s between the con junct forms come 

at the begin ning of the word. Some be gi n with <1 - (a-): 

c::3 <1 /\ L c. 
!wapimat 

""" " . c <!cr-...� .J<l 
anit uht uwat 

'he se es him' 

'he list ens to him' 

Others change the f irst vowe l of the ve rb: 

c 
d <J I' L 

wiapimat 

0- .) ,, ,:) <J c 
nat uhtuwat 

r .c:j r b 
siachik 

'he sees him' 

'he list e ns to him' 

'I love him' 
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1 6. N ega ti ves 

Every sentence may be either positive (" it happened") 

or negative ("it did not happen") . I n  Indian a 

st at ement may be made negat ive by a dding a.. L (na ma) 

(which is of ten pr onounc ed simply as 'rna') before the 

ac tion : 

cr 
ni I I 

r 
c hi 

• C> <:! ·" L 
wapimaw 
se e him' 

"� 
l c 

saimaw 
' you kno\\· him ' 

a,_L cr- <::!!1L .. 
nama ni wapimaw 
rrao not see him' 

a-L r L,LlL0 
nama chi saimaw 
' you do not know him' 

If, however, you want to s ay tha t the action did 

not happ en some time in the pa s t, a nother wor d- p a rt 

mu st be ad de d  be sides the Q_ L (nama) : 

a-l 
<J

/\Lc 
nichi wapimaK 
'I saw him' 

I 
�� t,ra 

n i c hi sachik,.; 
' he loved me' 

I>'[ L c 
Q.....L � �!\ 
nama ni uschi wapimaK 
rr-Qidn't se e him' 

I 
c....!... � r:>, r � r t:' 
nama ni uschi sachikw 
"'f"'Ji'edidn1t love me ' 

Wh en ve r bs ar e in the c onjunc t form or in the form 

f or commands (see the explanation of t hese in 

chapte r  14-), th e negative form is not a- L (nama) , 

bu t <1 b - (aka a-, of te n pronounce d "kaa- " ) : 

:.2] A L c. 
\\·a pima t 
' he se e s  h im' 

Q.- ::> ,, :> <l c 
natuhtuwat 
'he listens t o  him' 

akaa wapimat 
me-doe sn't se e him' 

<l b Q_ ::; •• ..J � " 

akaa natuhtuwat 
me-doe sn't listen to him' 



17, Ten se 

In Naskapi, y ou know whe n an ev en t took pl ace 

by sy l l ab les that come b ef or e  the v e rb .  If the 

ev ent took pl ace i n  the past , r (chi) c om es b e fore 

th e v erb: 

cr r <r <.- ' I  slept' 
ni chi n ip an 

r c1 � •' c. 0 'he wen t' 
chi ituhtaw 

r r <''.J<j� ' you he ar d  him' 
chi chi pah tuwaw 

If the e vent wil l take place in the fu ture, b (ka) 

is put in that position whe n  you t al k  about 'I' or 
' you': 

�b o-<-
n ika nip an 

r /:, Lta... 
chi ka man 

But rh (chika) is 
place in the future 

(1:, J.)"(_o 
chik.a ituhtaw 

(I:, cr-<.0 
chika nipaw 

'I w ill sl eep' 

' you will cry' 

used to show the event wil l take 
when talking about ' h e ': 

'he will go' 

'he wil l sl e ep' 
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Tense can also b e marked on conjun ct verb for ms 

( see chapt e r 15 f or an e xpl anation of 'conjunct') , but 

d if f eren t wor d-part� �r� ysed. For the past te ns e , 
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b (ka a )  is pl ac ed bef ore t he verb: 

" cr- <. � --
kaa n ipayan 

b .(" �<3' 
kaa pahtuwat 

h ;dAL� 
kaa wa pimat 

'I sl ept ' 

' he hear d him' 

'he saw him' 

For s omet hin g happening in the futu re , L (cha) is 

place d before the conjunct verb for m: 

L :<J!\r" 'I wi l l  see him' 
cha wapimik 

� LrQ.. 'you \vil l cry' 
cha may in 



37 

18. Questions 

Yes-no questions. 

To form a question In Indian that can be answered 
• c. 

by a-"� (nihi) or L <I (mawach), - <1 (-a) is added 

to the end of par t of the verb: 

r o...... r·� , 
chiwi min 

r � ra-
chiwi mina 

0 

'you want to drink' 

'do you want to dr ink?' 

cs-< 'he is sleep ing' 
nipaw 

o-< <::J 
nip aw� 

r rbJc.-c 
chi nik amunaw 

r crb.JQ....<I 
chi nikamunawa 

r <r<J Jri1Q.-
chi p achi� imitin 

'is he sleep ing?' 

'you (plur al ) are singing' 

'ar e you (pl ural) singing?' 

'could I talk to you?' 

Another way to ask a question is to add LJ (mai-) 

before the ver b: 

mai chikachi imitin 

'may I talk to you?' 
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C ont e nt questions. 

Q ue sti on s r equ1r1.ng more than a �''A (nihi) or 
•' (.. L4 ( mawac h )  answe r ar e formed in an other way. A word 

that s how s wh at in formation is wanted is f ou nd at the 

beginning of the sen tenc e (such as � �- (awan) , �: & -
(chakwan), or C.Ll �11 (taispi)). This is followed by 

th e c onj unct for m of the verb (see chapter 15 for an 

e xpl anation of 'conjunc t'): 

c. o- c. <:, J.1 .) ,, c. A -

tan ta \vai tuhtain 

c:L1"11 rc;. � c)r'c. 
taispi min cha takusit 

t,:ho.- b rt.=-
chak"·an ka mi in 

'whe r e  ar e you goi ng?' 

'when will he come back? ' 

'what did you drink?' 



19. Unspecified Subject 

Indian has some special verb forms that are 

used when the subject is not known or just is not 

mentioned, as in these sentences: 

ni wapimikun 

<i:J ALb-...£:: 
wapimaakanu 

'I am seen' 

'he is seen' 

These can also be used in making gener al state­

ments, such as "There is dancing" or "Ther e is 

dr inking": 

I. b rr ra-� 
ka niirninanuch 

ka uchimauiminanueh 

'ther e is dancing' 

'ther e is a meeting' 

3 9  
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G L O S SARY 

The wo r ds de fined i n  this g l o ssary are marke d 

wi th a n  aste r i sk (* ) in the tex t. 

An ima t e -
A l ab e l  f o r  a c a t e g o r y  o f  nouns* t hat usual l y  
are l ivi ng thing s ,  suc h as peop l e , an ima l s , 
pl an t s, a l though  t he re a r e  s o me e x c e p t io n s . 
On e te st t o  find o ut i f  a no un i s  an im at e is t o  
ask , " i s  i t  c o rr ec t t o  use 4 1\  L •  ( wa p i maw) w i t h  
i t , or <i:l < " c.  " ( wap ah t a m ) ? "  I f  <:l' !\ L o ( wapimaw )  
is r ig ht , t h en i t  i s  an i ma t e . ( F o r  m o r e  in fo rma t i on , 
see c hapt er 7 on ani mac y . ) 

An ima t e  is al s o a l a b el for ver b s * that ar e 
us e d  with an i ma t e  n o un s , s u c h  a s  <3 !\ L • (wa pi maw ) 
in the examp l e  a bove . 

C o mmands -
Wh e n  s o m e on e  t e l l s  an o t h er p er son t o  do s o m e t h i n g , 
a s  in 

' h elp h i m ' 
w i c h i  

S e e  c h ap t er 1 4  o n  c omma nds fo r mo r e  i nfo rmat i on . 

C o ntent q ue st i ons -
A que sti o n t ha t  r e q u i r e s  i n f o rma t i o n i n  t h e  
answer ot h er t h an ' y e s ' o r  ' no ' .  F o r  e x amp l e , 
quest io ns t h a t  ask when some thi ng happe ned ,  o r  
wh a t  h appened , o r  whb , are a l l  co nten t q ues tions 
be caus e they c an not e an s we r e d  w i t h  ' y e s ' o r  ' no'. 

Exc l usive we-
S e e the de f i n i tion und er we* . 

I nanima t e -
A l abe l for nouns* t h a t a r e  n o t an i m ate* ( see t he 
d e f in i t i on o f  ' an i ma t e ' a b o v e ) . I f  <I < " C. "  
(wapa ht am )  is c or r ec t  t o  use w i th t h e  no un, it i s 
in animat e. I nanimate is a l s o  a l ab el for t he 
v e r b s* t h a t ar e u sed wi th in anima t e noun s� suc h 
as � < ' ' c. '- (wapaht am) . 

I nc l usiv e we-
S ee the def i nit io n  un d er we* . 



I nt r ansitiv e  v e r b-
A v er b* that d oes not have an ob j e ct* . L ook at 
the f ol lowi ng e x amples : 

' I  am runni ng ' 
ni wi upuin 

r < /1 -... I yO U ar e lau ghing I 
chi papin 

S e e chap te r 1 0  (I nt r od uct ion to V e r bs) and the 
d e fi ni tion of ob j ect f or mor e i nf orm at ion . 

Mar k e r s-
Small wor d - pa r t s  at tache d t o  a wo r d  to ch an g e  o r  
ad d to i t s  me a ning i n  s o m e  way . 

N ega tiv e -
A n egativ e st a te me nt i s  on e that say s an eve n t 
d i d  not t ak e  p l ace. 

N oun -
A wor d th at i s  u su al ly a p e r son , p l a ce , or t h in g ,  
suc h  as : 

O b j e c t -

o- < c 
n ap a'"'· 

.1 �' Q-
l m u n  

A � <J � r� 
i yu aschi i 

' m a n ' 

' l a n gu a ge '  

' I n d i an - l a n d ' 

T he obj e c t  of a ve rb* is t h e  t h i ng t ha t  is a f f ect e d  
by t he ac tion .  I n  th e f ol l owi n g  sen t en ce : 

L g_  __ . .  _j · '  • · r '-...; <l � '\ .:.::J <. ..__ ' Jo hn s e e s  t he bal l . '  
ch an t uwan i yu wap a h t a m 

� � � ( t uwa n) i s  t he o b j e c t  b e caus e  t h at i s  wha t 
Jo hn s ee s . 

O bvi a ti ve -
A l a b el f or t he mar k e r s* 
two t h i r d - p er son n oun s* 
fo l l o w- i ng e x  amp 1 e s ,  - � ....! 
t h e  ma r k e r s :  

l., g_  ,:) :.(l c:r � -<l <. " C.. L. 
ch an t uwan i yu wapaht a m  

L c;_  Ll � : b <l  <l i\ L "  
chan i skw aw! wapimaw 

at t ach ed to t he s e co nd of 
in a sen t en ce . I n  the 

( - i yu) an d - c:j  ( - a) a r e  

' J ohn se e s  the ba l l. ' 

' J ohn sees t h e  woman . ' 

S e e  chapt e r  1 2  on ob viat i v e  f or mor e in f or mat i on .  
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P e r son -
A sy ste m u se d  to te l l  us wha t  p eopl e a r e  inv ol v ed 
in the v e r b * : 

P l ur al -

F ir st - pe r son r ef e r s  to ' I ' or ' we '  
S e c on d - per son r e f er s  to ' you' 
Thir d- pe r son r e fer s to ' he ,  she, i t ,  they ' 

A l abe l use d when ta l king . ab out m or e  than one 
thing or per son , as in r <o < ( c h iwapa ) ' bu il d in gs '. 
F ir st- p er s on * p l ur a l  means ' we ' , e t c � F o r  mo r e  
in fo rma t i o n , se e c hap t er s  8 and 1 0 .  

P ositiv e-
A st at emen t say i ng t h at some t hing d id happe n 
( t he opp osite o f  neg a ti v e* ) . 

P r ev e r b -
P r ev erb s ar e  smal l wo r d- par t s  a t tac he d j u st 
b efor e the v er b *  t o  c ha n g e o r  add t o  t h e  m ean in g 
o f  the v e r b . S ee c hapter 1 3  f o r  mor e exp l a n a t ion . 

S in g ul ar -
S i ng u l ar mean s th e r e  is on l y  on e p e r so n  o r  t h i n g  
b eing r ef er r ed t o. ' H e '  is t hir d- p er s on s in gu l a r , 
' t h ey'  i s  th i r d- pe r so n  p l ur a l * . ' H ouse' is a 
sing u lar  n o u n* , ' ho u s e s ' i s  p l ur al .  

S ub j ec t-
The sub j e c t  is who or wh a t  i s  doing th e ac ti on 
o f  the v er b * . I n  t he se nten c e , "Jo hn hit t he 
b a l l ' ' , ' J ohn '  i s  the  sub j ec t . 

Tense-
T ense i s  t he p ar t  o f  a v er b * tha t r e f er s  to t he 
t ime o f  t h e  a c t ion . S ome si mp l e  t en se s  a r e pa st , 
p r e sent , an d fut ur e  tenses. 

Tr an si ti v e  v er b -
A tr an sit iv e v erb i s. a  v er b  wh i c h  h a s  an obj ect * . 
I n  t h e  ex amp l e ,  " The bo y h i t t he b al l ' ' ,  t h e  
wor d ' hit ' i s  a t r a n� iti v e  v e r b  b e c a u s e i t  has � 
an ob j e c t :  ' t he b a l l ' . S e e  c h apt e r s  1 0  and 1 1  
f or fur ther exp lan ati on .  

Unsp e c i fied sub j ec t -
Wh en the sub j e c t *  of the se n t e n c e  i s  un known or 
is not me n t ione d ,  it i s  said to b e  unspe c i fied. 
I n  t h e  examp l e , " the ba l l  was hit " , who or what 
h i t  the b al l  is n ot m ent ion ed ,  an d so it is said 
to b e  un sp ec ifie d . C h ap ter 1 9  h as m or e  info r mat ion 
on t hi s. 



V erb -

We -

Verbs ar e words expr essi ng acti on or st a t e s o f  
ex i st e nc e . For e x amp l e , in t h e  sentence "The  boy 
r a n " , 'r a n' is the v e rb , an d in t he sent e nce , " Th e  
boo k  is y e l l o w" , ' i s ye l l m·: '  i s  t he v er b .  

In  N askap i , t h e  f i r s t - p er son * p l ur a l *  ( ' we ' )  i s  
d iv i d ed i nt o  t h ese t wo part s :  

1 )  

2 )  

Wh e n  y ou mean ' us but n o t  y o u ' , y o u  use 
t he 'e x c lusive w e ' ,  r e p res en t ed b y  cr- 7 -
( n i y an) . 

Whe n y o u  mea n ' you a n d  me , a nd m aybe 
o t h e r s ' ,  you u se t h e  ' i nclu siv e we ' , 
a n d  i t  i s r e p r e s en t e d by r 7 � ( chiyanu ) . 
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