CHIPEWYAN
L1 FANG-KUEI

§1. The following sketch is prepared from material gathered by the author
at Fort Chipewyan, Alberta, Canada in the summer of 1928. Orthography has
been slightly altered to conform to a more phonemic presentation, and therefore
differs from my previous publications on this language.

PHONOLOGY

§2. Consonantal system:

StoPs AND AFFRICATIVES
FricATIVES
Inter- | Aspir- | Glottal | NASAL
mediates | ated ized Surds | Sonants
Labials b m
Dentals d t t n
Gutturals g k k x v
Labio-gutturals gw kw kw W YW
Interdentals ds | th to ] b}
Dental Sibilants dz | ts ts s z
Prepalatal Sibilants dj ! tc te c y
Laterals dl tt tt 1 1
Glottals ? h
Tongue Tip Trill r

The intermediates are voiceless lenis. Aspirated stops are strongly aspirated
with a guttural spirantal glide; aspirated affricatives are also strongly aspirated,
but without the guttural spirantal glide. y as a syllabic initial is pronounced like
the English y, but finally is pronounced with a good deal of friction. g is often
pronounced with a y-gilde. The labio-gutturals exist before or after o, u, and some-
times before a. yw is frequently weakened to [w], in the prefix syllables and also
finally in the stem syllable. h is labialized to [w] after u.

Distribution of the consonants: All consonants listed above can be used as
the initial of a syllable except r which cannot be used as an initial unless preceded
by other syllables. r and h are never used as the initial of a stem syllable.
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The finals of a syllable are limited to the nasal -n, the fricatives -y, -8, -8, -s, -z,
-y, -1, 41, -h, and -1.

m occurs only once in my material as the initial of a stem in homg “it stinks.”

§3. Vocalic system:

Short vowels: a € e 1 o u
Long vowels: € i u
Nasalized short vowels: g ¢ i y
Nasalized long vowels: 3 € I g
Diphthongs: ai ei of ul

ai oi yi

e varies between [e] and [5]:[e] in open syllables or when followed by 1 or |,
sometimes s or z; [3] in the diphthong ei or when followed by a voiced final conso-
nant particularly n, r, v, y. After the strongly aspirated t, k, and x, ¥, [5] is more
often heard.

The diphthongs occur only in syllables followed by a voiceless spirant, except
ei which may occur in open syllables. There are also a number of pseudo-diphthongs
which are results of two vowels fallen together, and can be bettter designated as
two vowels. Long vowels are often the result of coalescence of two vowels, al-
though it is difficult sometimes to identify the separate elements.

§4. Tones: There are two registers in this language, the high pitch which
is marked by an acute accent and the low pitch which will not be marked in this
sketch. Coalescence of elements of different pitches sometimes gives a rising or
falling inflection which is marked by vand ~ respectively. In the prefix syllable the
low pitch is slightly more elevated in pitch than the low pitch in the stem syllable.

§5. Syllables: There are two types of syllables, the stem syllable which re-
ceives more weight in pronounciation, and the prefix or suffix syllables. The stem
syllable does not have as its initial h or r, may possess any one of the diphthongs
which do not occur in the prefix or suffix syllable, and often alternates between a
light and a heavy form.

A light syllable is either an open syllable or ends in a voiceless consonant and
a heavy syllable always ends in a voiced consonant. The alternation between a
heavy and a light syllable plays a great part in the morphology of the language,
particularly in the verbs. We have the following types of alternating forms:

-5 nirjttcud “‘you are picking up a fabric™
nirfftcé “you have picked up a fabric™
557z nitih?4s “‘you (dual) get up”
nitth?az *“you (dual) have got up”
it:-l hidit “it is turning red”

hidil “it has turned red”
4h:-y njnesdzaih “‘I am bringing it (grain-like object)™
njni-dz4y “I have brought it (grain-like object)”
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iy tjba *“‘you start off on war path™
tibdy “you have started off on war path”
in sinjyy “growl at me!”

sinjyun “it has growled at me”

In many cases the heavy form appears when a sufixed vowel is added, the light
form appears when standing alone or in composition with other stems, for example,
ts4 “‘excrement”: se-tsin-é “‘my excrement’’; se-na-§39 “‘my eye-lid”’: se-nay-4 “‘my
eye”; thul *“‘string”: tlul-e “rope.”

§6. Alternation of voiceless and voiced fricative initials: The fricative initial
of a stem syllable is always in the voiceless form when standing alone, and is voiced
when a prefix is added, thus 6y8 “spear”; be-dy8 “his spear™; sey “'spittle”; se-zey-¢
“my spittle™; cen “song”; se-yen-¢é “‘my song™; 13 “many”; holg “many times™;
xal “‘club™ ho-yat “*a heavy club for pounding things.” The only exception seems
to be the initial y- which sometimes may stand alone, such as ya **sky,” y4 *“‘louse,”
yab “snow.” We may distinguish morphophonemically two kinds of y-, one which
alternates with ¢-, and one which does not become a ¢- in absolute initial positions.

The voiced initial fricative will be unvoiced when immediately preceded by
a voiceless fricative, thus 8i-~yar ‘I shake it”; fuh-xar “‘you (pl.) shake it"; ne-8ab
*“you singe it™; ywa-s-8a6 *‘I shall singe it™"; ni~-yg I have grown up”; yenétca
“he has raised him up,” etc.

Whenever the voiced initial of the stem syllable is preceded by a voiceless
fricative and yet it does not become unvoiced, it always means that the preceding
voiceless fricative is of voiced origin, secondarily unvoiced due to contraction, thus,
né-szé 1 am hunting” <né-slzé; yekd-denétya “he has learnt it” <yeké-de
néb-lya.

§7. Simplification of double consonants: When identical consonants come to-
gether, they are simplified to a single consonant. There are no true long or double
consonants, thus tesaith *‘I split” <tes-siih <tesziih; hilal “go to sleep!”

>hj-llal, etc.

§8. Dropping and weakening of consonants in the prefix syllables: 2, k, h,and vy
sometimes disappear in intervocalic positions in rapid speech, for example, ?ekwa-di
for ?ekwaadi “he says so™"; hé-ddel for hehéddel *“they have started off *; he:dét for
heyedél *“they are going along.”

d is often weakened to r in intervocalic positions, thus desj ‘I say,” but
?ekwiéresi I say that, say so™; débgai *there is a white spot,” but niré6gai *“there
is a white stripe, it is white-striped”; benayudéni *it disappeared in a distance
again,” but beyurélni “it disappeared in a distance.”

Such dropping and weakening occur only in the prefix syllables and never
occur in the stem syllable.

§9. Assimilation of vowels: The suffix vowel -¢ is assimilated to a after a or ay,
i.e., fay-a‘‘grey eagle” <6ay-e; sedzay-4 “my ear” <se-dzay-¢;sezi’ “my watch”

<sezd-é; setsd 'my hat” <sefsa-é.
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A vowel may be nasalized in the neighborhood of a nasalized vowel, i.e.,
k{-e “home, house, fort” <ki-e; seli-¢ “my daughter” <selj-¢; betcay-4 “his
ribs” <be-tcay-¢, ?jtiy-i “‘one (person)” < ?jtay-, etc. Occasional nasalization of a
vowel because of a following n is common in the prefixes, i.e., cg'nilya “we (pl.)
have started to eat” <cét-nillya.

§10. Nasalization of ¢, e to : j is the regular nasalized form of e, e, for ex-
ample, nén “‘land™ but nj-hoke “on the land™; sjla “my hand” <sen-14; njdaih
“sit down!” <nen-diih. Chipewyan e, e is a secondary form largely due to con-
traction, i.e., he'stat *I am falling asleep™ from hj-hes-al; yyt6¢é “to the north,

2

out on the lake™ <yy-t6i-¢, cf. yy-t6i ‘“‘at a certain place in the north, outside.”

MORPHOLOGY

§11. The word: A word in Chipewyan may consist of a single stem syllable,
with or without prefixes or sufhxes. Two or more stems may form compounds.
Prefixes, suffixes, consonant alternation, vocalic alternation, and pitch alternation
may be employed to express various grammatical functions.

Word classes: There are three main classes of word, the noun, the verb, and
the particle. The noun may be inflected according to its possessor, and often pre-
sents a possessed form different from the free form. The verb may be inflected ac-
cording to aspect, mode, person, number, voice, etc. The particle rarely changes its
form, and includes a large number of words of diverse meanings, such as the pro-
nouns, the numerals, and other syntactic particles.

NOUNS

§12. Nouns may be a) simple monosyllabic stems without any prefix or sufhix,
ie., ? “‘coat, dress,” bes “knife,” bér ‘“‘meat,” des “‘river,” tfe “stone, pipe,”
sa ‘‘sun, watch,” xai “‘root,” tloy *‘grass,” ts4 “‘excrement,” kiin “‘fire,” tu *‘ water™;
b) with an inherent prefix i.e., de-ne ““ person, Indian,” de-tcin *“wood, stick, tree,”
teni “taste,” tezen ‘‘a speck,” ho-ted “‘portage,” ho-ba *“twilight,” etc.; or an in-
herent suffix, i.e., ?6yw-e “eddy,” b4n-e “*war party,” ten-e ““trail,” ttul-e “rope,”
huyw-e“fish,” 6ay-a <fay-e‘‘grey eagle,” tel-i‘‘kettle,” 6ah-i* pole, tepee pole,” tur-i
*“The Scabby One (man’s name),” cf. ur **scab,” s&-t “hook,” cf. -saih (verb stem)
“to hook™ and -z¢ (verb stem) *“to hook at,” d16-1 **smile™ cf. dl6y *‘laugh, laughter,”
kG-1* that which is vomited™ cf. -kui (verb stem) *‘to vomit,” etc.; ¢) nouns which
must be possessed, mostly body parts and kinship terms, i.e., se-y “my tooth,”
netdi “your head,” be-da “his lip,” etc. d) verbal nouns, either abstract nouns
such as ni-tser “‘strength™ also “‘he is strong,” ho-ts{ *‘gesture™ also “he signals™;
na-zé “hunting,” cf. ni-l-z¢ “*he hunts,” ya-tei “word, language,” cf. ya--tei “*he
speaks™ (abstract without the 1 or 1 classifier which is present in the verb); del-ga
“a hooping noise™ also “‘it hoops™ (abstract with the 1 classifier); or d) relative
nouns formed with the relative suffix -i such as ya-ktey-i ““preacher, priest,” cf.

ya-btei “he speaks,” del-dséri “a rattle,” cf. del-ddér “it rattles”; and e) com-
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pounds; possessive compounds such as tsi-zat **beaver hook,” cf. tsi *‘beaver” and
sal “hook,™ tsi-dan-é ““beaver food,” cf. tsi “‘beaver™ and dan-¢é “*food,” hotél-7ena
“Eskimo,” cf. hotél *“‘barren land™ and ?ené ‘“‘enemy,” dene-na-td “tear™ cf. dene
“person” -na- “‘eye,” and tu *‘water”; descriptive compounds such as tfe-tséy-¢
“boulder,” cf. te “stone™ and detséy “'it is round,” djiyetboy-é “orange,” cf.
djfye “berry™ and del-téoy “yellow,” lj-tcil-e ““small or little dog,” cf. lj **dog™
and se-tcil-e “my younger brother,” etc. The second member of these compounds
often presents a distinctly possessed form (cf. §14).

§13. Possessive prefixes: Any one of these nouns may theoretically have one
of these possessive prefixes and some nouns (§12c) must be always possessed. In
Chipewyan there is a distinct tendency to use a paraphrastic expression to denote
possession for those nouns except §12c, ie., 1} setsj “my dog <dog me-form.”
The possessive prefixes are:

se “my” nuhe “our”
ne “your” nuhe “your (pl.)”
be- “‘his, her, its” hube- *“their”

ye “his, her, its their, when the subject of the sentence is also in the third but not
the same person”

?¢- “indefinite possessor™

?ede- “one’s own, my own, your own, his own, etc.”

The vowel e of these prefixes is dropped if the following noun stem begins with a
vowel, i.e., bg <b(e)-g **his mother.”

§14. Possessed forms: when the possessive prefix is added to a noun stem,
the stem form may remain the same but sometimes may show a different form. For
those nouns which are always possessed, the nonpossessed form must be looked
for elsewhere when the stem is used, for instance, as a member of a compound,
thus, seyl “‘my tooth™ (possessed): se-yu-t6én “‘my gum ( <tooth-flesh)” (non-
possessed), se-d4 “‘my lip™ (possessed): se-da-y4 *“my whiskers ( <lip-hair)” (non-
possessed). There are the following types of possessed forms:

a) Without change of form, except for the voicing of the initial fricative (§6);
By **spear™; be-dyf “his spear,” ki *‘a mound, heap”: ?ekj ‘“beaver lodge,” bin-e
“edge”; be-bgn-e “'its edge.”

b) With the adding of the possessive sufhix -¢é: tfen “‘bone™; se-téen-é “‘my
bone,” del ““blood™: se-del-¢é “my blood,” ts§ *‘excrement™: be-tsin-¢é ‘““his excre-
ment” (cf. §5), sa ““watch™: sezd- “my watch™ (cf. §9).

c) When the noun has an original suffix -e (cf. §12b), the possessed form is
formed by changing this -¢ to -¢é: luyw-e ““fish”: seluyw-¢ “my fish,” bin-e “war
party”: dene-bjn-é “*a war party of Indians.™

d) Without the suffix -¢, but with a shift of tone of the stem from low to
high: ta “feather™: be-t “'its feather,” ke “‘moccasins™: be-ké “his moccasins.”
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e) With the possessive suffix and with a shift of tone: tu “water™: kiin-ti-¢
“liquor ( <fire-water),” dzé *‘gum™: t6e-dzey-é “‘tar ( <stone-gum).”

§15. Vocative suffix: Vocatives are formed either by adding a suffix -§- with
the dropping of the last vowel if the noun ends in a vowel, or by lengthening the
last vowel with a falling tone, i.e., setcilj" ““my younger brother!” from setcile
“my younger brother,”
father!” from setd “‘my father,” dats4t6i- ‘“‘Raven-head (man's name)
dats4toi.

§16. Postpositions: Postpositions are local nouns and therefore belong to the
same class of words as the nouns, cf. be-bjgn-e “around it =its edge,” be-yay-a “‘in
it =its inside,” etc. Like the nouns it may consist of a monosyllabic stem, such as
-a “for,” -ét “with, in company with,” -?4 “off on one side, at a distance from,”
-ba **for, waiting for,” -ta “‘among,” -t4 by means of,” -y4 “‘giving to, for,” -ke

(X3
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?enf" “‘my mother!” from ?ené “my mother,” setd' “my
™ from
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on,” -tsén “toward,” -tsi *‘from,” -y¢é “in,” -ye ‘‘under,” -fca “away from.” It may
have an inherent suffix - (cf. §12b), such as -bjn-e “‘around,” -teb-¢ **passing over,
above,” -gez-e “‘between,” -yay-a *“‘under, below,” -yay-a “in, inside of,” -djay-a
*“in the middle of (for -a instead of - see §9).

§17. Pronominal objective prefixes: The pronominal objects of these post-
positions are identical in form with the possessive prefixes of the nouns, for ex-
ample, se-tsén ‘‘toward me,” ne-tsén *“‘toward you,” be-tsén, yetsén **toward him,
etc.,” nuhe-tsén ‘“‘toward us, you (pl.),” hubetsén “toward them,” ?ede-tsén *‘to-
ward one’s self.” Aside from these there are a few others of common occurrence.

ho- referring to place, time, event, etc., such as ho-yg “at it (a place),”

ho-tsén ““toward it (a place)”

?el, ?ele referring to mutuality, reciprocality, such as ?el-kési “*like each other,

alike,” ?ele-tcazf “‘away from each other™

yy in the direction of, such as yy-yaya “down below,” cf. be-yay-a “under

it,” yynafe “next,” cf. senafe “*in front of me.”
Some of the so-called adverbs are really postpositions with a prefix such as those
listed above, i.e., ?dena, ?etna “in turn,” yy-daya ‘“‘above,” yy-yaya ““down be-
low,” etc.

§18. The pronominal prefixes are dropped when the object immediately pre-
cedes, and the noun and the postposition form a sort of compound much like the
possessive compounds, thus sas-ya ‘‘at the bear, to the bear,” sas-tsén *‘toward the
bear™;! some of such compounds become regular nouns, such as xil-tsén *‘evening
( <darkness-toward),” dzj-dize “‘noon (day-at-the-middle).” Two or more post-
positional stems may also be compounded to express various relations, such as
be-nabetsén “better than him ( <him-in front of-toward),” ?ete-kétca *“different

1 For postpositions with a vocalic initial, the pronominal prefix is replaced by x-, thus, bét
(“with it™): sas-xét (“*with the bear™), ba (“*for it™): sas-xa “‘for the bear.”
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from each other ( <each other-on-away from),” ?ete-na-tca-sj *‘one on each side, i.e.,
of the river ( <each other-in place of-away-from).”

§19. Postpositional suffixes: The following sufhxes may be added to the post-
postional stems and sometimes to noun stems, but they never take directly the
pronominal objects and do not act as regular stem syllables:

s} “towards, in the direction of,” probably the weakened form of -tsén, i.e., ta-sf
“backwards,” cf. ta “back,” nj-sf “to the ground,” cf. nén “‘ground,” bekési
“like him."”

«sj “from,” probably the weakened form of -tsj, i.e., yyni-sj “from behind,” cf. yy-ni
“back of, behind,” yy-da-sj “from above™ cf. yy-daya “above.”

-zj ““along,” i.e., ho-ba-z{ “'in the same line as,” cf. -ba *‘for, waiting for,” be-kéz “after
him, following him,” cf. be-ké “‘on him,” betca-zj “away from him.” cf. be-fca
“away from him (at a distance).”

-zj in dene-ni-zj “‘among the people,” bekézj “on it (formerly).”

-ze “'in the middle™ dzj-di-ze “‘noon,” cf. dzj “day,” sj-nize “my waist,” cf. senen-é
“my back.”

-re “'place around, along,” i.e., bella-re “along its top,” cf. -layé ““top,” bezi-re “along
its side (of a canoe),” cf. -z{ “"body."

B¢ “‘ahead,” probably the weakened form of -tfe “‘before, in front of,” i.e., be-na-fe
or bena-the “'in front of it.”

§20. Some stems by means of an alternation of tone or a suffix -¢ seem to de-
note motion, such as -ke “on™: -ké *‘on, along (moving),” -fca “‘away from (at a
certain distance)™: -tc4 “‘away from (moving away),” yy-day-a ‘‘above™: yy-day-4
“upwards,” yy-yay-a ‘"down below™: yy-yay-4 **"downwards,” yy-?4 “off on one

X1

side™: yy-?4n-¢ *away to one side.”

VERBS

§21. The verb in Chipewyan is a complicated structure, consisting of a stem
and a number of prefixes. It may also take suffixes. The modes, the aspects, the
person, and the number form the conjugation of the verb, and are expressed by
prefixes as well as stem variations. Other prefixes are present in all aspects and per-
sons, and form with the stem a verbal theme. The meaning of the verb is deter-
mined by such themes, for example, ya-. . .-tei is a theme meaning to “to speak,”
from which we may get ya-s-tei “'I speak,” ya-I-tei ““he speaks,” etc. To analyze
such a theme into a prefix ya- and a stem -tei does not lead us to a solution of either
the meaning of the stem or of the prefix. Another theme, as ni-. . .-te ““to dream”
is composed of a prefix né- “here and there, about™ which requires the continua-
tive forms of the stem, and a stem -te *‘a living being lies around (continuative).”
From this theme we may have né-s-te ‘I dream,” n4-6i-tj *‘I have dreamt,” etc.
Although this theme can be analyzed into two separate elements, the meaning of
*“to dream™ depends on the theme as a whole.
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§22. There is a series of verb stems describing the nature of the object
handled, i.e., to handle a round, solid object, a long stick-like object, a living being,
liquid in a vessel, grain-like object, a fabric, or several objects, each requiring a
distinct stem. The manner of handling such as to pick up, to put down, to carry
around, to hold, etc., depends upon the prefixes which form with the stems themes.

Some stems have an intrinsic number idea in themselves and can only be used
either in the singular, in the dual, or in the plural. In so far as the number idea
refers to the subject of the verb, there are three types of stems, a) stems which
can only be used in the singular, requiring a different stem each for the dual and the
plural; b) stems which can be used both in the singular and the dual, requiring only
a special stem for the plural; and c) stems which can be used in the singular only,
requiring a special stem for both the dual and the plural. For example,

a) nj-daih “‘sit down!" (sing.), ni-ke *‘we are sitting down™ (dual), du-}-t6i
*sit down!” (pl.).

b) né-s-fer *‘I am staying™ (sing.), nd-uh-fer *‘you are staying” (dual), na-{-de
*“we are staying™ (pl.).

c) 6iti “Iam lying™ (sing.), 01-tez *“we are lying™ (dual or pl.).

Similarly the stem may refer to the object in regard to number, thus *“to kill
one person” requires a different stem from *‘to kill several persons,” and so on.
For example, teya-ni-t-6er ““I killed him,” but leya-ni-+-dé ‘I killed them (several
persons),” sa 6i-t-tsj *‘I made a watch,” ki yiya *‘I made several arrows.” Some-
times by means of a causative formation, the number which refers to the subject
of the verb may be shifted to the object, thus leya-ni--éer “I died™ and teya-ni-1-fer
*“I killed him (I caused him to die),” leyani-dé ““we died,” and leya-ni-t-dé I
killed them (I caused them to die).”

§23. Aspects and modes: There are three aspects and five modes. The three
aspects are the imperfective, referring to an action which is going on; the perfec-
tive, referring to an action which has been done; and the future, referring to action
which is to take place. The five modes are the neuter, the momentaneous, the con-
tinuative, the customary, and the progressive. The neuter verb refers to the state
or the position and includes such verbs as *“to lie (in a lying position),” *“to sit (in
a sitting position),” “to stand (in a standing position),” and verbs of adjectival
nature such as “to be yellow,” “to be black,” *“to be big,” etc. The momentaneous
verb refers to a rapid action or transition from one state to another and includes
such active and inchoative verbs as **to sit down,” *‘to lie down,” *“to come to a
stand,” *“to become yellow,” *“to become black,” and so on. The continuative verb
refers to an activity which lasts for a certain length of time, such as “to stay,”
“to own,” “‘to go for a visit.”” The customary verb refers to an action which is
customary or repeated. The progressive verb refers to an activity which is kept
on particularly while one is moving along. For example, from the stem ‘““to handle a
living being,” we have in the neuter “‘a living being is in position, i.e., to lie”;

RIS
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in the momentaneous *‘a living being gets into position or acts, i.e., to lie down™;
in the continuative “‘a living being acts continually, i.e., to dream (<to lie
around)”; in the customary (transitive) ‘‘to handle a living being customarily or
repeatedly, i.e., to carry it around”; in the progressive (transitive) *“to keep on
handling a living being, i.e., to hold it.” Each of these modes may have the three
aspects, thus:

Neuter: 8i-tj “I am lying,” vi--t{ *‘I had lain (no longer lying),” ywa-s-té I
shall lie.”

Momentaneous: nes-téih “I am lying down,’
nu-s-té “I shall lie down.”

Continuative: na-s-te “I dream,” na-6i-tj “‘I have dreamt,” na-ywa-s-té I
shall dream.”

Customary: dzérés-teih “*I am carrying it around,” dzéré~yi-}-teih **I have car-
ried it around,” dzéréywa-s-teih *‘I shall carry it around.”

Progressive: da-yes-tet “I am holding it,” da-yi-F-tet *I have been holding it,”
daywa-s-tet **I shall hold it up.”

L)

ni-t] “‘I have lain down,”

Some stems have all the five modes, others may have only four, three, or two of
them.

§24. Stem variations: The stem may vary according to the aspects. The cus-
tomary and the progressive stem does not vary usually according to aspects, but
in the other modes often varies in numerous ways. We may briefly summarize them
into the following types, stems being listed in this order: imperfective, perfective,
and future:

a) Invariable: -?ar, -7ar, -%ar ‘“‘to throw, handle violently cloth-like object,”
-ba, -ba, -ba “‘to go to war (continuative forms).”

b) Tonal alternations: -de, -dé, -de “‘to clean ,wash,” -«cfs, -«cjs, -cjs ““to
whistle,” -tsis, -tsis, -tsfs ““to caress,” -da, -dg, -d4 “to drink.”

c) Vocalic modifications: Alternations of €:a, j:3, e:¢, €:0, u:o, i:e, € are
represented in the following examples. They may be accompanied by a shift of
tone. Thus, -le, -la, -let *“to handle several objects,” -t1j, -t14, -t14 ““to lean,” -bér,
-bér, -bér “to bend,” -xér, -xwor, -xér “‘to bend,” ~yul, -ywol, -yul “to become
warped,” -8ir, - der, -8ir *to be, act, do,” -yil, -yel, -yil “to make a thundering noise,”
-dj, -dg, -d4 ‘“to be drowned (sing, or dual).”

d) Alternation of syllabic types, light:heavy:light (cf. §5). Such alternations
may further be accompanied by tonal alternations as well as vocalic modifications.

1) Without tonal changes 2) With tonal changes
-ba#, -bas, -bad “‘to roll (a wheel, barrel)” -ba, -bé, -ba **to go to war (momentaneous)™
-ni, -niy, -ni “‘to buy™ dit, -dil, -dit **to become red”

“Yy, -yun, -yy “to growl at™ -?3s, -%az, -?4s “‘two persons go”
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3) With vocalic changes 4) With vocalic and tonal changes
7€, 747, -z€ *‘to hook at™ -zé, “7ay, -z¢ “‘to bristle up (hair, grass, etc.)”
-ne, -nay, -ne “to throw a body™ -dél, -del, -dét “several persons go™
-t0i0, -tBasd, -t0if ‘‘to extinguish a fire™ -x4t, -xel, -x41 “to throw a club”

-tsil, -tsel, -tsil “‘to soak™ -xél, -xel, -x¢t “*darkness comes”

kéb, -kés, -kéd “to fire a gun”
04, 06y, 64 “to fold a hard sheet™
-teul, -teel, -tcut “to burst, to split™

§25. The momentaneous imperfective sometimes takes a diphthongal form
i.e., ai from stems with an a and sometimes ¢, e vowel; ei from stems with an e or ei;
ui, oi from stems with a u or o vowel, and similarly for the nasalized diphthongs
3i, yi, and ¢i. Sometimes the future may take the same form as the imperfective.
For example,

-?4ih, -3, -?al ““to handle a round solid object™
kéih, ke, ké “to sit (dual)”

-?6ih, -?y, -?6ih “water rushes, whirls as if boiling™
k4ih, kg, kiih “‘to burn”

xail, -xal, -xait *‘to make a dent, to dent once™

The final -h is always present in stems which do not end in a consonant, and is the
trace of an old suffix which causes such diphthongization. If the stem has a final -,
it is changed to -y, for example,

-gay, -gar, -gar “‘to shake™
-t0iy, -ther, -thiy “'to start to fall”
-djiy, -djtr, -djiy “‘to make it give a deep hollow noise™

§26. The perfective is sometimes formed by nasalizing the vowel, usually
with a low tone, while the imperfective and the future are not nasalized, for ex-
ample,

-bi, -bj, -bé “to swim (sing. or dual)™

‘kéih, kg, kal *“to handle liquid in a vessel”

e, B3, -Be ““to tan hide”

¢, -j, ¢ “to be, become™

§27. In some perfectives we find the dropping of a final -r or -8 (rarely also
in the future), and the dropping of a final -n with the nasalization of the vowel

(often also in the future), for example,

-ger, -g¢, -ger “to crawl on all fours™  -%en, -?}, -?] “"to examine™
-yur, -y4, -yu “to chase™ -ten, -t3, -t4 “‘to handle a long stick-like object
ted, -te, -ted “to roast™ (cont.)”

-den, -8, -8f “‘to think™
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§28. The future is often the same as the imperfective, sometimes the same as
the perfective, and sometimes different from both usually by an alternation of tone.
It may sometimes take the suffix -1 as in the progressive mode (cf. below §32). For
examples see §24 to §27.

§29. Suppletive stems: Some verbs have for their perfective a different stem,
for example, 7asne *‘I become so,” ?asdja “I have become so,” 7aywasne “I shall
become so.™

§30. Stem variations according to modes: Different modes demand different
sets of stems. They are highly irregular and too complicated to be stated in this
sketch. The following list will give some idea.

Cu Pro-
Neuter Momentaneous Continuative gres-
tomary .
*to handle a round solid object™ -3, -4, -74 ?4ih, %3, -?at 2, 4, 4 Qb at
-t -tft
“to handle a long stick-like object™ -ta, -t§, -t4 -tf, ta, -t4 -ten, -3, -t§ {,5 {'tjli
*to handle a fabric™ tcis, -tchis, -tcd  -tcub, -tcs, -tcud e, —, -tcid  -tci®  -tced
*‘to handle grain-like object™ -dz4y, -d:4y, -dzdy -dzaih, -dz8y, -dzaih -dzdy, —, -dzdy -dzaih -dzal
. Lo L. | oté “te, -tj, -té teih -t
*“to handle a living being™ -t, -t], -té -téih, -tj, {»t:} &t te e d
“to handle liquid in a vessel™ ka, -k§, -k4 -k4ih, -kg, -kal ‘ka, —, ki -kaih  -kal
*‘to handle several objects™ a, -14, 14 e, -la, -let da, —, -14 i et
“to go to war” — -ba, -bdy, -ba -b4, -b4, -bd —_ -
“to roll™ — -ba0, -bas, -bab -bgs, -bad, -baé  -bai®d —
“to be, to act (sing. or dual) — -8ir, -der, -dir -der, -der, -der Sy o
“to be, to act™ (pl.) — -de, -d¢, -de -dé, -dé, -dé -daih  -dat
*“to sit™ (sing.) -da, -d4, -d4 -déih, -da, -d4 — -daih —
*“to sit™ {dual) ke, —, ‘keé -kéih, -ke, -ké — kéih  —
““to stand” (sing. or dual) v, -vi, vl i, vl -vi — dif it
*‘to be white™ -gai -gai, -gdi, -gai — -gath  —
“to be fat™ ‘ka Ka, -k4, -ka — kath  —
*“‘to be yellow™ thoy -tBu, -t6q, -tbu — — —
**to be angry™ t'coy t'ce, -t'cE, -tice — t'coih  -'tcol

The neuter imperfective is often the same as the momentaneous perfective some-
times even with the perfective prefix 6e (§37a). The neuter and the continuative
forms either do not alternate their forms according to the aspects or simply alter-
nate the tone, rarely by other means; the momentaneous form varies according to
various different types mentioned above; and the customary and the progressive
practically never change their forms.

§31. The formation of the customary stem: The customary stem exists in
three forms, a) with a simple vowel, i, u, or j, y from the stems with 1, e, eorj, en, y;
b) with a diphthong like some momentaneous imperfective forms, i.e., ai from stems
with a or sometimes ¢, e; ei from e, ei; ui, oi from u, o, similarly for the nasalized
diphthongs ai, ¢i, yi; c) with a final -y from stems with a final -r. For example,

a) -ni from -nj, -niy, -nf ““to buy™
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-8f from -den, -&f, -8f “‘to think™
-0 from -?¢8, -?¢8, -?¢0 ‘‘to make a kick at”
-gl from -gd, -gwoz, -gl “‘to make a rush at”
“kys from -kys, -k{z, -kys *“‘to blush, to redden”
b) -daih from -de, -d¢, -de *‘to clean, to wash”
-?4is, from -?4s, -?az, -?4s ‘‘several animals walk™
‘kéih from -kéih, -ke, -ké ““two persons sit™
-djuih from -dju, -dj4, -dju “‘to dishevel (hair)”
-t16ih from -t16y, -t1éy, -t1éy “‘to make a splashy noise™
-gaih, from -ga, -ga, -g4 “‘several people fight”
~ywoih from -yun, -yun, yun ‘“‘to snarl”
-£0yif from -t630, -t00, -t836 ‘‘to suck™
c) -?ay from -7ar, -?ar, -?ar “‘to throw, handle violently cloth-like object™
-biy from -bér, -bér, -bér *‘to bend”
-tuy from -tur, -tur, -tur ‘‘to mix with water”

§32. The formation of the progressive stem: Suffix -1 is often added to the
stem to form the progressive, except stems having a final -, -s, or -1 where this
progressive suffix does not appear. The -1 rarely disappears in other stems. Vocalic
modifications may also accompany this suffix.

2 s

-tjl from -tf, -ta, -t4 “‘to handle a long stick-like object™

-8¢t from -dir, -der, -8ir ‘‘to be, act, do™

-dzal from -dzaih, -dz4y, -dzaih *‘to handle grain-like object”
-?i0 from -?¢0, -?¢8, -?€d “‘to make a kick at”

-tced from -tcub, -tcis, -tcud “to handle a fabric™

-dél from -dél, -del, -dét “‘several persons go™

-de from -de, -dé, -de “'to clean, to wash™

The importance of recognizing these five modes is that further derivations
such as causative, medio-passive, etc., are strictly based upon these sets of stems.
The neuter as well as the momentaneous may have its causative, for example,
8i-1-73 ‘I have it lie there,” vi-}-74 *'I had it lie there,” causatives derived from the
neuter -3, -?4, -?4 “‘a round solid object lies”; se-ne-t-ce “*he is raising me up”
senétcg “'he has raised me up,” causatives derived from the momentaneous -ye,
-y3, -ye ‘‘to grow,” etc.

VERBAL PREFIXES

§33. There are two classes of of prefixes, the conjunctive and the disjunctive.
The conjunctive prefixes occur immediately before the stem and after the pronomi-
nal objective prefixes, and a conjunct form of the second person (singular) subjec-
tive prefix is used after them. There are also frequent contractions of these prefixes
when they come together. The disjunctive prefixes occur before the pronominal
objects and are less connected with the stem, they require a disjunct form of the
second person subjective and do not as a rule contract with the conjunctive pre-
fixes.
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§34. The position which these prefixes occupy in the verb can be briefly
demonstrated by the following diagram:

Pronominal subject
(third person)
and objects

A A A
-~

1) Incorporated post-  5) Third person pro- 7) Modal prefixes  11) Stem

Conjunctive
prefixes

Disjunctive

t
prefixes Stem

~

positions with nominal subjects 8) Aspectival pre-
their pronominal jects fixes
objects

2) Local and adver- 6) Pronominal ob- 9) Pronominal sub-
bial prefixes jects jects

3) Iterative prefix 10) Classifiers

4) Incorporated noun
stems

We shall proceed from the prefixes nearest to the stem.

§35. Classifiers: There are four classes of verbs according to whether they
possess a zero, -d-, -}, or -I- inmediately before the stem. These classifiers often
combine with the initials of the stem, and sometimes drop out. The d classifier
drops out before all initials except, 1) -d +? >-t-, 2) d +n- >-d-, 3) d+y- >-g,
4) -d + & >-dé- ot rarely -d-, 5) -d +2z >-dz, 6) -d +y- >-dj, 7) d +1- >-dl-. The t
classifier is regularly kept and causes the unvoicing of the following fricative initial
(cf. §6). Sometimes under unknown conditions it may combine with the following
n to form a 1, for example, xahoreli *“*he is fearing,” but xahorelni *there is fear.”
The 1 classifier is also regularly kept, but in some cases it combines with a following
n or y to form an 1, for example, ?anele “you are making it so,™ ?anel *‘you have
made it s0,” 7aywuyle “'you will make it s0,” from -I'ne, -I-ya, -I'ne, cf. 7ailne “we
are making it so0,” 7afly4 ‘“we have made it so,” ?aywilne “we shall make it so.”

The function of these classifiers is to denote whether the verb is transitive,
intransitive, causative, medio-passive, etc., but in many cases we have stereotyped
uses of these prefixes where these functions are difficult to demonstrate.

a) zero class: Intransitive, transitive and neuter.

ne-ye “he is growing up” (intransitive)
yene7a “he is fooling him" (transitive)
debér “'it bends easily, is pliable™ (neuter)
b) 1class: Mostly transitive and causative.
senet-ce “he is raising me up” (causative of “to grow™)
kin 6e-l-tsj “he has made the fire™ (transitive)

c) d class: Mostly passive, medio-passive, and reflexive derived from the zero
class verbs. It is also used in the first person plural and dual and the third person
indefinite forms of the zero class verb, and used sometimes in the customary forms
and the “again-form.”
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ne~ye-ti “one is fooled” <ne+yed-?4 (passive), cf. ne-yi-?4 **I fooled him™

céyest] I have eaten” <céyesd-tj (medio-passive, meaning “‘to handle

food to one’s self™)

ni*-t4s “‘we are getting up (dual)” <ni-{--d-?4s, cf. ni-Gh-?4s “*you are getting

up (dual)™

na-hes-dzus I slide down customarily, one time after another” <na-hes-d-

zus (customary), cf. ho-dd-hi--ztiz *'I started to slide down™

ng-s-ta “I own it again (a round solid object)” <n&-na-s-d-?a (again-form),

cf. ni-s-7a I own it”

d) 1 class: Mostly passive, medio-passive, and reflexive derived from 1 class
verbs. It is also used in the first person plural and dual and the third person indefi-
nite forms of the 1 class verbs, and sometimes used in the “‘again-form.”

hil-zaih “it is being hooked™ (passive), cf. hj-I-saih *““hook it!"

keni-?enel-de “*he is washing his own face™ (medio-passive), cf. yekeni-t-de

**he is cleaning it™

né6i-lya “we have raised him,” cf. ni-t-cg *'I have raised him™

zil-zaih “‘one is hooking it™ (third person indefinite)

ng-nel-ten “you own it (a sack, kettle, etc.) again™ < ni-na-nel-ten (again-

form), cf. ni-nelten “you own it”
It seems clear that the relation of 1 to t is similar to that of d to zero.

A few peculiar uses of these classifiers can be illustrated by the following ex-
amples: né-ekéd ‘it (a long object) is dropping,” but nd~yi-+-kes “I (in a sack) have
dropped,”™ 8etj “it (a living being) lies there,” but 6e-l-tj ““a corpse lies there,”
fe-ta ‘it (a stick) lies there,” but 6e-t-tg “it (a sack, vessel, kettle) lies there; and
6§-1-ta **you are floating in a canoe.™

§36. Pronominal subjects: There are two sets of pronominal subjective pre-
fixes, one for the zero and the 1 class verbs and the other for the d and the 1 class
verbs. These prefixes appear immediately before the classifiers and sometimes
coalesce with them.

zero class and 1 class d class and 1 class
Imperfective e ~ g
1st. sg. 8-
2nd. sg. -ne (disjunct), (n)- (conjunct)
3rd. sg. —_—
1st. pl. or dual A-(d)-, (-
2nd. pl. or dual -uh-
3rd. pl. or dual —
Perfective - A ~
1st. sg. “re, A1) -8
2nd. sg. «(n)- (conjunct)

3rd. sg. —
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1st., 2nd. and 3rd. pl. or dual same as imperfective.

Future
1st. sg. “8°
2nd. sg. «(n)- (conjunct)
3rd. sg. —
1st. pl. or dual Ai-(d)-, -a(1)-
2nd. pl. or dual -uh-

3rd. pl. or dual —

The first person singular -s- contracts with the 1 and 1 classifier to form -s-,
is assimilated to -c- when followed by the initial dj-, tc-, or tc-, and coalesces with
a following y- to form -c-, except when the s is from s+1, for example, héctcé
<hésltcé “I got angry™; ninecdja <nfna-nes-d-ya “I came back™; ?eléywacis
< reléywa-s-yss 1 shall knot it together”; hice <htrs-tye “I call it, name it,”
bekéresyg <bekého-deslya 1 know it.”

The disjunct form of the second singular is used when there is no prefix or
only disjunctive prefixes preceding it, the conjunct form is used when there is a
conjunctive prefix preceding it. The -(n)- of the conjunct form regularly disappears
with a nasalization of the preceding vowel.

The first plural or dual requires the d classifier in the zero and d class verbs,
and the 1 classifier in the 1 and | class verbs. The vowel -u-, -u-, in the future is
due to contraction with the future prefix ywa- (§37d).

The h of the second plural or dual contracts with the ! and | classifier forming
1. The vowel of this as well as the first person plural or dual prefix often displaces
the € of the preceding prefix, and sometimes contracts with the other vowels.

The third singular subject is not denoted by any prefix, but the plural or
dual is expressed by a prefix not in this position, cf. §40g.

§37. The aspectival prefixes are placed immediately before the pronominal
subjects, and they are:

a) 0e perfective. It has a durative force and is used often in the imperfective
with many neuter verbs denoting position. These neuters are perfective in form,
and may be called perfective presents. This e disappears after the conjunctive
prefixes but reappears sometimes in the first plural or dual and the third person
forms. In the third person forms when preceded by a conjunctive or pronominal
objective prefix (§40a) it will lose its vowel and appear as § in the zero class verbs,
as 0 in the d class verbs, and will contract with 1 and 1 classifier forming 1. It often
raises the pitch of the preceding low-pitched conjunctive or pronominal objective
prefix.

b) vye perfective. In the third person forms it remains as ye in the d and 1
class verbs and becomes j- in the zero and 1 class verbs.

c) ne momentaneous. It is used in the imperfective as well as in the perfec-
tive, but not in the future. In the third person forms it is dropped with the nasaliza-
tion of the preceding prefix in the imperfective and sometimes also in the perfective
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when the verb belongs to the d or | class. In zero or 1 class verbs it becomes nj- in
the perfective. It often raises the pitch of a preceding conjunctive prefix.

d) ywa- future. In the second singular ywa +(n)- becomes ywy, in the sec-
ond plural or dual ywa +uh- becomes ywuh-, and in the first plural or dual ywa +{-

>ywi-. When preceded by a conjunctive or pronominal (objective or subjective)
prefix, it is contracted with the preceding vowel forming -u-.

e) ye progressive.

f) A peg element he is added to the verb in this position when there is no
other prefix preceding the pronominal subjective prefixes. This element doesnot
appear in the second singular where we have ne-, and is regularly dropped in the
perfective, the future etc., where we require other prefixes preceding the pronomi-
nal subjects.

§38. The following paradigms will illustrate the various aspectival and pro-
nominal subjective prefixes together with the classifiers, and their contractions.
The stem or the theme will be given first with its meaning, and then the paradigm.
If there is a disjunctive prefix, it is placed before the bar / to distinguish it from the
conjunctive prefixes.

1) (yeperf.)-(zero class)-tsay “‘to cry™; with a peg element he in the imperfective.

Imperfective Perfective Future
1 sg. hestsay yitsay <vy(e)-{-tsay ywastsay
2 sg. netsay yitsay <v(e)-n-tsay ywytsay <ywa-n-tsay
3 sg. hetsay vitsay ywatsay

1 pl. or dual hitsay <h(e)fd-tsay ~itsay<y(e)i-dtsay ywitsay<ywai-d-tsay
2 pl. or dual huhtsay <h(e)-uh-tsay +ywuhtsay <y(e)-uh-tsay ywuhtsay <ywa-uh-tsay

3 pl. or dual hehetsay heyjtsay hutsay <he-ywa-tsay
2) Theme cé/-(yeperf.)-(d class)-tj “to eat.”

1 sg. cést céyest] céywast]

2 sg. cénet céyjtj céywiit]

3 sg. cétj céyet] céywat]

1 dual cirtj <c() -t céyiti - ctywict]

2 dual clht] <c(é)-uhd-t] céywuhtj céywuhtj

3 dual céhetj céheyetj céhu'tj <céheywa-d-t]

3) Theme ne-(8e-perf.){zero class)-téih “to lie down (sg.)™; with a change of stem to -tés
for the dual and plural.

1sg. nestéih ni‘tj <nefei'-tj nusté <ne-ywa-s-té

2 sg. njtéih <nen-téih njtj <nefen-tj nyté <ne-ywa-n-té

3 sg. netéih nédtj nuté <ne-ywa-té

1 pl. or dual ni‘tés <n(e)-i-d-tés nébi-tez ni‘tés <ne-ywa-d-d-tés
2 pl. or dual nuhtés nuhtez <nefeuh-t] nuhtés < neywa-uh-tés
3 pl. or dual henetes henédtez henutés

4) -(0e-perf.)-(t class)-tsi ““to make it (one object)”; with the peg element he- in the imper-
fective; the third person forms require the third person pronominal object ye- (§40a).
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1sg. hestsi <hesttsi Biltsj <6(e)-i-t-tsj ywastsi

2 sg. neltsi fjlts] <OBe-n-ttsj ywyltsi

3 sg. yeltsi yétsj <ye-d-ttsj yultsi <ye-ywa-ttsi
1 pl. or dual hiltsi oiltsj ywiltsi <ywa-i-l-tsi
2 pl, or dual hultsi <h(e)-uh-ttsi Bultsj ywultsi <ywa-uh-}-tsi
3 pl. or dual heyétsi heyéltsj heyuitsi

5) Theme tu-/-ne-(Be-perf.)-(d class)-df( <d classifier+nf) “to be drowned.”

1 sg. tunesdf tunesda tunusd§

2 sg. tunjdf tunjda tunydg

3 sg. tunedf tunefda tunudj

1 dual tuni-df. tunedi-da tuni-dj

2 dual tunuhdj tunuhda tunuhdj

3 dual tuhenedf tuhenéfda tuhenudi

6) Theme he-(8e-perf.)(l class)-ze *'to start to hunt.”

1sg. hesze <he-s-l-ze heszé <hefes-z¢ husze <heywa-s-l-ze
2 sg. hjlze hijlzé <hefBen-l-zé hylze <he-ywa-n-l-ze
3 sg. helze hétzé <héO-1-zé hulze <he-ywa-l-ze

1 dual hilze hilzé <hedei-l-zé hu-lze <heywa-i-l-ze
2 dual hulze <heuh-l-ze hulzé <he-fBe-uh-l-zé hulze <he~ywa-uh-l-ze
3 dual hehelze hehézé hehulze

7) Theme tse-/-(nemomentaneous)-(zero class)-dir “‘to wake up.”

1 sg. {senesdir tseni-der tseywasfir

2 sg. {senjéir tsenjder {seywydir

3 sg. tsedir < tse-n(e)-dir tsenjéer tseywadir

1 dual tseni-ddir tsenidder tseywi-ddir

2 dual tsenuhfir tsenuhfer tseywuhfir

3 dual tsehedir <tse-hen(e)-dir tsehenjder tsehu-dir

8) Perfective present (8e-perf. as imperfective) (ye-perf.)-(zero class)-tj “‘one living being
lies there.”

1sg. 6i-tj yirtf ywasté
2 sg. 0jti vit} ywyte
3 sg. et} yitf ywate
9) -(zero class)-bet “‘to swim along (progressive stem).”

Progressive
1sg. yesbet
2 sg. vibet
3 sg. yebet

§39. Modal prefixes: These prefixes are also conjunctive prefixes placed im-
mediately before the aspectival prefixes.

a) te or he inceptive. te-and he- seem to be interchangeable, probably he
is the weakened form of te.. They usually require the momentaneous stem, and
take the 0e in the perfective. For example, tjyaih or hjyaih *‘you start off,” teyaih
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or heyaih *“he starts off,™ tjya or hiya “you started off,™ tésya or hésya “he started
off *; see also §38 (6).

b) hi- or -{- inchoative. This prefix does not require the perfective prefix. The
vowel is changed to e before the first person subjective prefix s, and is contracted
with the future ywa- forming u. For example héctce **I am getting angry,” hiltce
“he is getting angry,” hétcé "I got angry,” hiltcé “he got angry,” hictce

<hiywa-stce “I shall get angry™; digai <d(e)-f-gai *“it is becoming white,’
digai ‘it has become white,” dagai <d(e)-f-ywa-gai “it will become white,” cf.
delgai *“it is white.”

¢) ne completive. It is used with verbs of a great variety of meaning. It re-
quires often the momentaneous stems, the 8¢ perfective, and is used in all three
aspects, differing from the momentaneous ne, which is used only in the imperfec-
tive and perfective. For examples, see §38 (3) and (5).

d) ne adjectival. It is sometimes dropped with the nasalization of the pre-
ceding vowel, but not dropped after a disjunctive prefix. For example, ned4s *“it
is heavy,” nenéd “‘it is long,” nezy “‘it is good,” hyzy *it is good (a place),” nelyus
*it is boiling (neuter),” nesxus <nes-tnus *‘I am boiling it (caus. of the neuter).”

e) de adjectival. When used with the 1 classifier it often denotes a sound.
For example, debgd *“it is round,” debér *it bends easily, is pliable,” denur “it is
soft,” delba “'it is grey,” deldé “'it is rattling,™ delyus *“it barks.™

f) e adjectival. leka “it is fat,” lekan “it is sweet.”

g) de- (-re-) meaning obscure, often used with other prefixes; beba niurjl?j
*‘you are waiting for him,” yeba niurét?] “*he is waiting for him,” yeba nahodét?j
*‘they are waiting for him."”

h) di- (rf-) often used together with ni- “‘up,” with x4- “‘out,” y& *in,” etc.
(cf. §43f, g). It seems to denote a local relationship. for example, beyérfl?ed ““you
put them on (snow shoes),” beyéxaril?ed *you step out of them,” nirés?4aih “‘I am
picking it up (a stone),” niyeri?3 *“*he picked it up.™

i) de ‘“‘exhaustion.” $jlyj “you are exhausted,” 8élyj <8&0-14j “he is ex-
hausted.”

j) hu- or -u- “pointing at, toward, against™; often used with ne (§39¢) or
de (§39g), for example, hustds “I am shooting at him,” yanjitiz <y(e)-G-nj-t-téz
*he has shot at him,” hinildel **we made a rush at them.”

k) hj- in hjheslal or heslal *I am falling asleep,™ hjheslal or he'slal “I have
fallen asleep.™

§40. Pronominal objective prefixes and third person pronominal subjective
prefixes: these prefixes are placed between the disjunctive and the conjunctive pre-
fixes.

a) Pronominal objects are identical in form with the pronominal possessive
prefixes of the nouns. The third person object is omitted when the subject is in
the first or second person, ye is used when the subject is in the third person. If the
object immediately precedes, the ye is often omitted. For example,
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tsesénjlfer “‘he waked me up” tsenuh{njlfer “he waked us or you (dual) up”
tsenénjtfer “he . .. you" tsehubjnilfer “I waked them (dual) up™
tseyinjléer “he ... him” sa heltsi “he makes a watch”

"

tsenilfer “I. .. him yeltsi “he makes it™

The raised pitch is due to the ne- momentaneous prefix, which also nasalizes the
vowel of some of them, but not all.

b) ?e indefinite object. ?eldét “‘he is eating (several objects),” cf. yeldét **he
is eating them™; ?esdg *‘I am drinking,” cf. hesdg *I am drinking it.”

c) de “for one’s self.” It requires the d or 1 classifier; leyadénesder **1 killed
it for myself,” cf. teyanit6er I killed it™; nideyerita “'he has picked it (a stick) up
for himself,” cf. niyerjta ‘‘he has picked it up.”

d) ?ede reflexive, requiring d or 1 classifier: leya-dénesder <leyi-?edénesl-der
*I killed myself.”

e) le “mutual, each other, requiring d or | classifier: leyalehjlder <leyitehé
m(e)-l-Ser *‘they (dual) killed each other.”

f) ho- third person indefinite subject or object referring to a place, an event,
etc., h6873 “it is there (place, event),” cf. 6e? “'it (a rock) lies there,” hyzy™ it is
good (a place),” cf. nezy it is good.™

g) he third person plural or dual subjective prefix, for examples see §38
paradigms.

h) tse third person indefinite subject, referring to one or a group of persons.
It often requires the d or 1 classifier, and coalesces with the following modal pre-
fixes (de-, ne’) to form ze- or (with te-, he) se-. For example, nitsedé* people are
staying,” cf. ndd¢ ““they are staying,” hezel?4 <he-ts(e)-nel-?4 “one has been mis-
taken about it,” cf. benjl?4 ** you have been mistaken about it,” séfdel ** people have
started” < ts(e)-héo-d-del, cf. hehéddel “they have started.”

§41. Incorporated noun stems: A large number of nominal stems may be in-
corporated into the verb in this position, such as t6i- “head,™ na- “‘eye,” ba- ““war
party,” sa- “‘sun,” xa- *“*hair,” xu- ““tooth,” cj- “*song,” etc. Some stems, however
are no more used as independent nouns in Chipewyan, such as cé “‘food,” tbj-
“flight,” tjba- “‘running, rapid movement,” etc. They are placed before the pro-
nominal objective and subjective (third person) prefixes, and are disjunctive, i.e.,
they require the disjunct form of the second singular subject if there is no other
conjunctive prefix, and do not as a rule coalesce with the conjunctive prefixes. The
following are some examples,

yidatini-tbiy *'I have poked my head in,” cf. ?¢t6i‘‘head™ and netsén nfni-téiy
*“I pointed a stick at you™

nabghu-dét “we shall go on war path,” cf. bine “war party™ and hi-dét “we
shall go™

nitjbahfyaih *“you are getting up rapidly,” cf. nihfyaih **you are getting up”
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beya njyatini-?3 *'I passed the words to him,” cf. yatei “‘word™ and -3 per-
fective of “to handle a round solid object™

AL 1Y

§42. The iterative prefix na-: It means ‘“‘again,” “‘back again,” and *‘custom-
arily” when used with the customary stems. It often, though not always requires,
the d or 1 classifier according to whether the original verb is zero or 1 class. It is
dropped after certain prefixes and pulls the tone to the low pitch with the nasaliza-
tion of the preceding vowel. For example,

nanadder “‘he is staying again,” ninadédiy ‘‘he is staying customarily™ cf.
nader “he is staying”

nasta “‘I own it again (a round object)” <n4-na-/-s-d-7a cf. nis?a ‘I own it™

x3l?6ih *‘water rushes out (cust.) as if it were boiling” <x4&-na-/-1-?6ih cf.
xal?6ih “water rushes out™

njhjdel “they returned” <njna-/-hen(e)-del cf. njhjdel **they came™

§43. Local and adverbial prefixes: The number of such prefixes is extremely
numerous. They often go with certain other prefixes and sometimes require certain
stem forms such as the continuative, the customary, and so on. Only a limited num-
ber of examples will be given below to illustrate their use in the verbal stcucture.

a) da- distributive. It indicates the plurality of the subject, or of tr bject
and is used sometimes adverbially.

dahultsi “you (pl.) all make it” <da- “‘distributive™ /-h(e)- “pe¢ . .nt,”
-uh- “second plural subject,” -I “classifier,” -tsi “‘to make one object.” da- here
only emphasizes the plurality of the subject.

xAdarébgai ‘it is white-spotted” <x4- *“out,” -d4- “distributive” / -dé *“‘ad-
jectival,” -6- ““perfective, used as neuter imperfective,” -d- **classifier,” -gai “to be
white.” It is built upon a primary theme dé€-gai *“there is a white spot.”

?ettsidanelsus “‘you split several objects™ < ?el- “mutual, postpositional ob-
ject,” -tsj- **from, postposition,” -d4- *“distributive™ / -ne- **second singular subject,
disjunct form,” -1 ““classifier,” -sus “to split.”" It is built upon a theme, ?el-tsj- /
tsus, cf. ?eltsinelsus “you split it.” da- here refers to the object.

beyé xadanaesdzis “I sip out of several vessels (cust.)” <beyé “in it,” x4
“out,” -dé- “distributive,” -na “‘iterative” / -?¢ “indefinite object,” -s- *‘first singu-
lar subject,” -d- “*classifier, used with the iterative,” -zis *to sip (customary form),”
cf. beyé xgna?esdzis “*I sip out of it (cust.)” <beyéxéd-na/ -?es-d-zis.

b) da- “up.” t6e dayeral “he is holding a rock up™ <tbe “‘rock,” da- “‘up,”
~ye- *‘progressive,” -7al “‘to handle a round solid object (progressive form).”

¢) na- continuative. It means “here and there, about™ and requires the con-
tinuative stem.

nasber “I am staying,” néneder ‘‘you are staying,” built upon the theme
n4- / -der “to stay,” from the stem -er “to do, to act (continuative form).”

nés?a “I own it (a round solid object),” nine?a *‘you own it,” built upon the
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theme ni- / -7a “to own,” from the stem -?a *‘to handle a round solid object (con-
tinuative form).”

d) nj- “across.” n4nibj I have swum across™ <n4- *‘across™ / -n(e)- “‘mo-
mentaneous,” -i+- *“first singular perfective subject,” -bj *to swim.”

njnja ‘‘it extends across” <nj- “‘across” / -nj ‘‘momentaneous, third person
perfective,” -?a *‘to have extension.”

e) nj- terminative, “arriving at.”

njni'ya “I have come, arrived” <nf- *‘terminative” / -n(e)- *‘momentaneous,”
-~ “first singular subject perfective,” -ya “‘one person goes, perfective.”

?eyer njywa?a ‘it will extend to that place™ < ?eyer *‘there™ nj- *‘termina-
tive” / -ywa- “‘future,” -?4 ‘‘to have extension, future.”

f) ni- “up.” It is often used with the inchoative hi-(§-) or di-(ri-).

niyaih “he is getting up” <ni- “up” / -hi- ““inchoative,” ~yaih *“one person
goes, imperfective.”

niyeriaih “‘he is picking it up” <ni- “up” / -ye- “‘third person object,” -d-
see §39h, -?aih “‘to handle a round solid object.”

g) x4-“out.” x4l?6ih *“water rushes out as if it were boiling ™’ <x4- *‘out™/-I-
*“classifier,” -?6ih “*water rushes, whirls.”

xanayesdud I have crawled out again™ <x4- “‘out,” -na- “‘iterative™ / -ye-
“perfective,” -s- “‘first singular subject,” -d- “*classifier,” -dud *‘to creep.”

h) dzéré *“‘around.” It requires the customary stem.

dzérénevaih “you are carrying it around (a round solid object)” <dzéré
*“around™ -ne- “‘second singular subject disjunct form,” -7aih “‘to handle a round
solid object (customary form).”

dzéréhedil “they are walking around™ <dzéré ‘‘around™ / -he- *‘third person
plural subject,” -dil “several persons go (customary form).”

i) yida- “‘inside of a tent, house, etc.”

yidanjltj *‘you have brought him in” <yjd4- “in™ / -ne ‘“‘momentaneous,”
-(n)- **second singular subject, conjunct form,” - “*classifier,” -tj *‘to handle a living
being.”

yidayénjitj “she has brought him in again™ <yjd4-*in,” -na- “iterative” { -y &
“third person object,” -nj- “‘momentaneous, third person perfective,” -} “*classi-
fier,” -tj “‘to handle a living being.”

j) teya-*‘death.” leyanesbir ‘I am dying” <leya-‘‘death™ /-ne ‘‘momentane-
ous,” -s- *“first singular subject,” -8ir **to do, to act,” built upon the theme leys-/—
(zero class) -bir “*to die.”

teyanitber *“I killed him,” causative of the preceding.

k) 7a-*so, thus.” -7as?} *‘I am doing so™ < 7a-*‘s0™ / -s- ““first singular subject,”
¥ “classifier,” ?} “‘to do.”

7atsedel 7] *“one is making one’s self thus” < 7a-*‘so™ / -tse- *“‘third person in-
definite subject,” -(e)de “*self,” -1- *“classifier, because of the reflexive,” -?j *“to do.”

1) 73- “‘back home.” ?ghji?a “‘you send him home” < ?3- “back home” / he
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*“inceptive,” -(n)- “‘second person singular subject,” -} *‘classifier,” -7a *‘to com-
mand.”

?ghéfdja “‘he went home™ < ?3- *‘back home™ / -hé “inceptive,” -6- *perfec-
tive,” -d- *“classifier,” -ya *‘one person goes.”

m) ?ekwa- “thus, like that.”” 7ekwanete “you are like that™ < ?ekwa- “like
that” / -ne ‘‘second singular subject,” -te “‘to be.”

§44. Incorporated postpositions with their objects: These postpositions may
be accompanied by their pronominal objects or may be used alone. The number of
such postpositions are also numerous, the following are some examples.

a) -¢"‘at,against.” bérjdi‘*you are feeling it,i.e.,a pain by pressing hard against
it” <b(e)- “*third person postpositional object,” -¢ “at, postposition™ / -de *‘local
relation,” -(n)- “‘second singular subject,” -di *“to feel (d class).™

bénel?j *‘you are imitating him, mocking him™ <b(e)- ““third person postposi-
tional object,” -é **at™ / -ne- *‘second singular subject,” -I- “‘classifier,” -?} **to imi-
tate.”

b) x4- (-ya-) “to, for.” x4yerléti **he has taken her for himself” <x4- “for™ /
-ye *“third person object™ -d¢ “self,” -n(e)- “ momentaneous,” -I- ““classifier,” -t *‘to
handle a living being, perfective.”

beyayéniltj I have given her to him™ <b(e)- **third person object of the post-
position,” ~ya-*‘to™ /-y¢ *‘third person object used when there are two third per-
son objects,” -n(e)- ‘‘momentaneous,” -i- “‘first singular subject,” -} “classifier,”
-tj *‘to handle a living being.”

¢) na- “in place of.” yenaheyaih “*he replaces him (cust.)” <ye *third person
object of the postposition,” -na- *“in place of* / -he **peg element,” -yaih “one per-
son goes (customary form),” cf. benaneyaih *‘you replace him (cust.),” benanjyaih
**you replace him (momentaneous).”

d) ka- “following, after.” bekabildel *“we have followed him™ <be *‘third
person object of the postposition,” -ka- **following™ / -6(e)- ** perfective,” -i- *“first
plural subject,” -I- *“classifier,” -del *several persons go.”

e) ke “‘on,at.” kenevar “you are untying it” <ke *“on” / -ne ‘‘second singu-
lar subject,” -7ar *‘to untie.”

bekenestdd ‘I am cutting it off” <be **third person object of the postposi-
tion,” -ke- “‘on” / -ne- *‘momentaneous,” -s- “‘first singular subject,™ -t46 “to cut.”

VERBAL SUFFIXES (OR POSTPOSED PARTICLES)

§45. These suffixes are more or less detached from the verb itself, and may be
called postposed particles although they do not have as a rule an independent exist-
ence. The following are some examples.

a) - relative suffix. The verb with this suffix is often introduced by the pa-
ticles tahi *‘the thing that,” tahj *‘the one who,” and taht “the time when™ (§47).
Many nouns are formed by this suffix (§12d).
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tahj sas-xé Betj-i *“the one who was sleeping with the bear™
the one bear-with he is sleeping-who
tahi  sas-xét nédtj-i hotsj “since the time when he slept with the

the time bear-with he has lain down-when itfrom bear”

b) -ixa future purpose or simple future, used with the imperfective forms.

sas Yey410ir-ixa hile “he will not kill a bear™
bear he kills-in the future not

¢) -j future intention used with future forms.

tuywe hd-ldétj “we shall eat fish™
fish we shall eat-future intention

d) -hg, -G gerundive suffix.
?efsinafé  tbiye yerjyilceld yetcazf tédya
finally in the fire he having thrown it away from it he started off
“finally when he had thrown it into the fire, he went away™
yenjden-d  ?jy4 nihfya “when he thought of that, quickly he got up”
he thinking quickly he got up

e) -nj past tense, sometimes with the meaning of contrary to fact when used
with a conditional clause.

xaunelten-nj *‘one was taught”
one is taught-in the past
setBue bedj-de yesna-ixa-hilenj *“if without my grandson.
my grandson without him-if I live-in the future-not-in the past I would not have lived™
f) -déif.

sasya ci'lyi-dé “if we eat the bear™
bear-at we eat-if

g) -nj-d¢ expressing a wish especially when followed by the verb *‘to think.”
yjna-nj-dé yenesben “‘T wish that you live, would that you live!”
you live-wishing I think
h) -dékala even if.
netci-hiledékild “even if it is not big”
it is big-not-even-if
i) -hile not.

nezy-hfle  “it is not good™
it is good-not
teydnijlbir-hile *do not kill him!™
kill him-not
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j) -hts4 interrogative.

njnjya-hdsj *did he come?”
he came-interrogative suffix

k) -s4n4 future prohibitive, used with future forms.

tey4nylbir-sing **you shall not kill him!™
you shall kill him-shall not

Other suffixes such as -si-, -lagsi* “whoever, whatever,” used in the same way as
the relative -i, -ywalf it will be, used to form the paraphrastic future,” -les3, lasj
*“probably,” -sj ““to be sure,” sini ‘“probably, presumably,” hjti- “while,” -t6e
*“it is heard,” -sni *‘it is said,” -hiké *‘it is found out,” etc., are used much in the
same way.

INDEPENDENT PARTICLES

§46. The independent particles consist of the pronouns, the numerals and the
adverbial and syntactic particles.

§47. Pronouns. The personal pronouns have only the first and the second per-
son; the third person pronouns are demonstratives.

si“I” nuhni “we”
(13 " L "
nen “‘you nuhni “you (plural)

The demonstratives are:

diri “this, these” %eyi “'that, those, he, they, etc.”
dja “here” ?eyer “‘there”

noywe ‘“‘that over there” ?edyni “‘the other one”

noywj “‘that one (person) over there™ ?elasyni “another”

yuywe “over there”

There is a third person reflexive, ?edjni **he himself, they themselves.”
The interrogatives are formed from a stem -dl4-, -dlay-, or -dl§- with the in-
definite possessive prefix ?e- and with other sufhxes or stems.

?edlédye “what?™ ?edlgy “who?”
?edlédyeka *“why, what for?” ?edldd “when?”
?edlfni “where?” ?edl4sf, ?edlis{ ““where to?"

2edl tl, ?edlfte “how?

The relative pronouns are tahi *‘that which,” tahj *“the one who,” taht *the
time when,” which are used to introduce a relative clause, for examples see §45a.

The indefinite pronouns are: tasi- “anything, something,” nahé *‘something,
some of the things,” na'ne ‘‘some one, some of them,” etc.

§48. The numerals are divided into two sets, one used in counting things

and the other used in counting persons. The set used in counting persons is formed



422 VIKING FUND PUBLICATIONS IN ANTHROPOLOGY: 6

by a suffix -ne (cf. dene *‘person™), which sometimes takes the weak form -(n) caus-
ing the nasalization of the preceding vowel, such as in numeral one and in some
pronouns (§47).

?jliye “one” ?j14yj “‘one person”
néke “‘two” nédene “‘two persons”
taye “three” tane “‘three persons”
djyj “four™ dine “four persons”
sasylédye “five” sasyldne “five persons”

Numerals beyond five are compounds formed from these simple numerals, ?3lké
taye ‘‘six <each side three,” ?jl4s{-djyi ‘‘seven <one side four,” ?3lkédjyj “eight
<each side four,” ?jldye-yayaiita “‘nine <one finger bent down,” ?jl4-unéng *‘ten,”
jtaye-retcad Sel *‘eleven <one left over,” ni-unéng “‘twenty,” ni-unéng nabetsén
?jlaye " twenty-one <one more than twenty,” ta-unéng *thirty,” dj-unéng *‘forty,”
sasyld-unéng “fifty,” etc.

§49. Chipewyan makes use of a great number of adverbial and syntactic par-
ticles, which may be simple stems, or stereotyped postpositions or verbs. The fol-
lowing is a list of some of the common ones.

?ala “together” kiita “enough™

7ahi- “still, yet” kild “but”

?41ké “separate, each” kaldané “already™

?efaxg “‘suddenly” kéldjine “nearly, almost™
?eyita “'therefore™ hqidgd “then, afterwards™
?etsinafé “‘finally™ 64 “long”

?iv4 “quickly™ fani “‘alone”

?oteyé “‘quite, well” thi “also™

dedané “'immediately, at once” 6yd “'in vain, unable™
dy’, dyhd “now™ hodelygu *“all”™

diyé “difhicult, impossible™ 7€ “yes”

tdu...tdu “either...or” ?file, or ?hile *“no™

nirj “repeatedly”
nade “‘the last”
ki, ?ekd- **so, then”

WORD ORDER

§50. The verb which is an essential part of the sentence always stays at the
end of the sentence or clause, the other parts of the sentence are placed before it.
The order is usually thus: subordinate clause, particles, subject, postposition with
its object, object, verb. For example,

setBue sa  kin Oedtsji “my grandson made a fire for me™
my grandson for me fire he made
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tahi  sas-xé nedtj-i hotsj, ?eki- hyldjd sas yetsén
the time bear-with he has lain down-when it-from then afterwards bear him-to
x4yayiltei *“‘Since the time when he slept with the bear, only then the bear spoke to him”

he spoke
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