An Introduction to
Notu-Ewage Grammar

By Doug & Margaret Parrington
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1ol THE FURPOSE OF THE PAPER
(a) "o describe as much of the grammar as is understood after 15
months atudy.
(b)To fulfil the requirements of the S.I.L. Gramar and Translatiem
Departments prior to beginning translation,

(¢) To set up a descriptive framework within which further:
constructiona can be described as they become known.

(d) To help local Anglican Missionaries in their study of the
language, a purpose which has considerably influenced the way in which the
material is presenteds,

1,2 THE PRESENTATION OF THE MATERTAL

The basic presupposition held is that a Grammatical Hierarchy exists
in the language, That is to say, there are various levels in the sirmcture,

&t each level there will be found constructions which are made up of constructions
from the level below, Sometimes a level mey be skipped.

The largest chunk of language described in thie paper has been
termed a Communication: and constitutes the highest level in ihe analysis. The
Commnication Level is built from expressions from the level below, namely
Episodes or Sentences which are built from (lemses. Clauses in turm, are built
fromPhrazes which are built from Words which are built from Stems.

Communication Level will be discussed first and Stem Level last,
This is because our comprehension of a subject is aided if we start with a
whole unit and bresk it dowm into smaller components rathexr than start with
isclated parts and try to build them into a larger unit. If we are building

an engine, we start with smeller components and build them into the larger

motor, following the blueprint. If however we wanted +o find out how the

engine was constructed and nothing was written about it, we would take the whole



motor, pull it apart section by section, starting with the biggest pieces,
and meke some notes about where each part fittsd as we took it out. And so it
is with language. Although a continuous building process is going on, at
this point in time and for our analyfical purposes we can say it is already
built, Therefore we are sitarting with a whole unit, pulling out the biggest
chunks first and working down to the smallest units to find out how each bit fits
and relates to the other,

Our first chumk is part of a fifteen page origin story. Other
examples to illustrate the various features being described are taken from
other recorded stories and from field notes. Ko relaiance has been placed on

elicited mateorial.
1.3 ESOME CONSIDERATIONS.

(a) To join or not to join?
Where two constructions are fairly close as regards t¢ the bits

from which they are built and yet are quite different in meaning, they are

described separately. In such case Semantics is given preferaence as a criteria
for separation, over Morphology and Syntax.

For example, it could be said that too many types and
sub-types are described at Clause Level. If this proves to be so, some
can be joined in a later and more formel description of the language.

(b) Overlap of function,

Language is something which is alive. The various parts
can't slways be put into boxes and neatly labelled. They keep jumping out
and hopping into other boxes. The choice of descriptive terminology has
kept this feature of language in mind and is illustrated in the choice of

the term 'Augmentative' at word level,



{e). A% which level are featurss best described?
Peatures are deseribed at the level where it ig felt that the
item builds most neatly into the next level and where it can best be explained

in terms of ‘the level below.

Te4 LANGUAGE LOCATION

Notu~Ewage, a member of the Binadere language family, is a
language of the Noriherm District of Papua New Guinea. It is spoken by about
104,000 people living in a 5 mile deep coas¥d atrip between Balkmbari and
Pongani,

A group of villages further along the coast and bordering the
Korafe people also comprises Notu-Ewage speakers but a study of possible

dialect differences has not yet been made,




2,0 THE COMMUNICATION

2.1 THE NARRATIVE COMMUNICATION

A common type of communication in Notu~Ewage is the Narrative
Commmnication. The peoplets favorite form of relaxation is to sit together
and exchange stories, When our language helper was asked to exzplain the
procedure to follow when visiting, he placed great importance on story telling.

The following story is part of a story told by Patrick of Beama
Village about the origin of his clan,

Eiawa na Patrick Kake ami nangoda Ewowo puioro awa
dttediena,

Puioro mi bangai mi kunita mi duberi mi kokoro vegari amimi
embo dedo indero jariratiga embo dumbudo wossdo yisera. Woaedo yero edo
mei awawa animi ungoda aia evetu awawa ngs da wosetiri dedo emimi pigeiero
ewa da ksinya isira. Ewa da kainyando edo dodo davetero jide daiedo
vitido iko digada vitido jide atisira atisira atisira awa umo beji mi
amboda gido yiko jou jawo genda awa budo igi da budo eregarase sedo, etiri
ingo diugurisirs, Ingo diugetiri uso ororo awawa ingo sapetiri wowosiri
atiko umo koteburisira au na roado nasoc ororo doteno atae wosetiri awawa
gedo koira puti aws bude ororo awawa atae wowoesimira ambo be ambo
awawa itiri koira puti da etoto awodo wowosisira. Wosetiri kunde vitido
mando inda usp ou to da ititisira. Itiri umo ruvegedo atiri memei

atoto nganaka awodo awa siroro isera. awodo awa koira puti ainda joda
4



siroro etero umo wvitido ou awa pirigedo memei eboto awa gosisira,....eeeess

Awara thank you sena. Ge nangoda Ewowo awawa awara atae ira.

Tn this story 3 obligatory features of the Narrative

Communication may be observed.

(r) The Opeming
Although the actual wording may vary the neme of the story teller
and the topic of the story are almost always introduced in this slot. The

way in which Patrick begins may be seen in his story.

(b) The Topic or story proper.

This part may contzin any number of Narrative Episodes,
which are defined in section 3.1 of this paper and illustrated as to structure
in Patrick's story.
(c) The Closure

The story teller indicates in this slot that the story is

finished.
awara awara einda atas ena
alright alright here finished I am doing it
emone na Robert Jaima mi sena glwo awara atae
this I Robert Jaima agent I am saeying yow, understand} alright finish

marker

Formula
NC = +:IE + TwNBEs +C:CEs
The Narrative Commmnication Syntagmeme ~NC, is built from 3
obligatory Tagmemes, the Opening, Topic and Closure Tagmemes.

The Opening Slot -0, is filled by an Introductory Episode or



Episodes, the Topic Slot =T, is filled by a series of Narrative Episodes and the
Closing Slot -C, is filled by a Closing Episcde or Episodes.

2,2 THE WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

If the great volume of letters writlten by the people could be
gathered together we would have some very veluable data for the study of culture
andlanguage change,

Moat letter exchange is between the village people and those who have
gone away to work, It would be interesting to theorise about how the people
would have developed the Written Communication if they had not been educated
in English,e

The following letter was written by Anson Kowariba, formerly Post

Master at Kainantu Pest Office, after his transfer to Alotau,.

Anason Xowariba,
Postal Staff,
Allotan,

Milne Bay Digtrict.
23.9.73

Ae Arie Doug,

Imo iso aro de kinapeina de berari awa na Rhoda de

kinapeina de mi jo nangoda emi ingo ategurera atiwo. Xotera ingo

karu ae atewa awodo ra.

Doug; sekago ingo be atega era ingods wo ingedo inditara



awasedo

Bde Kainantu doturitara iji re 9=-45 am sipe de. Awa edo

mambudo Goroka ainda ero iji isira awa 11,50 am (sipo de). Edo Goroka

ainda edo in nga burisera iji »e 12.30 pm (iji beo da). Bde Pt. Moresby

wowosisera iji re 3510 pm ra giwo. Nango Pt. Mpresby in nga wosari yei

ainda ero naso ngato (or mei simbo - two words meaning the same) ni uso

tu nga de budo, budo Sogeri mambusira giwo,

Nango Sogeri ainda ewo etoto isera giwo. Edo nango Alotau

butitara iji re Wednesday ami butitara giwo., FEdo Wednesday ewa na buro

20 ainda be awa na yei ribori butasna ami na tamo mina ewamei bae edo

gido, Wednesday ongoba awa na buro ae dodo mando da atutana giwo.

Thursday, Friday edo Saturday aws na buro iutana giwo. Nango

¢inda awa yeli vevera jiwae iri nango ujo ae era giwo. Awara te amboda

ewa  tamo sdera awodo ra., Nango Sunday =ipe de wosedo taparoe edo budo ingo

da ove tupo eia jivena giwo,



Khoda, ilaude de Osbon de mi. inge berari awa ungoda jo mi.
ategurise sera na daedo ingo ategurens atiwo,
Bada ingode da ingoda buro da

Iso namendi Bada da yei edo pira.

Anaon Kowariba,

The Writtem Communication has four features.
(a) The Addness,

This is placed at the top of the letter as in Ehglish,
{b) The Opening,

Segvaral forms of greeting have been observed but they are

all of the same general nature.
Examples.
A3 in Anmson's letter.

O  Anie John de iso orobe de @gwa Jjo nangoda berari mi

Bxelamation John and your family Focus hearis our  all

agent
Object matker
Marker
F/O N
glegurera,
we greet.

O Arie naso jac be Anne Margsret iso iu de

kinapeina da
xclamatiom my

aister true Anne Margaret your husband and children and
awa jo nsngoda berari mi at era

gio,
F/O M hearts our all agend we greet

you,understands



(¢} The Topic
The main differencesfrom a Narrative Constiruction are #o be

found in this slot. The people 4o not follow the same pattern of linking.
There is no Episode Level and Sentences invariably begin with eda, thaving
done that' and end with: gig ‘*yon, understand -Singular! or the plural
form of the imperative, giwo,.!

(d) The Closure,

Examples.

As in Angon's letter.

Iso buro ewamei ise atio. Na  Jobn,
your work good doing it stay! I John

Awana iso namendi be Robert
Alright, your brother true Robert

LAwara einda atae ena. Iso namendi bhe George
Alright here finish I do it Your brother true George

Formula
WC = + A:Ad 4 00,6 + T3 +0:C.Gr

The Written Communication Syntagmems. -WC, consisits of 4 obligatory
Tagmemes. The Adress Slot =4, is filled by an Adress, the Opening Slot -0,
is filled by an Opening Gmreeting, the Topic Slot ~T, is filled by Sentences
snd the Closure Slot ~{', is £illed by a Closing Gresting.

Further study is necessary to see if the peopls tend to alier the
Structure of the Narrative Communication when it is written.



2,3 THE EXHORTATORY COMMUNICATION

Whenever an imporitant emnouncement is to be made or a complaint om
a grievance made known, the person making it, stands in the centre of the village

and: exhorts]! None of these Communications has yet been recorded and analysed,

2,4 THE CONVERSATIONAL COMMUNICATION

Not yet analysed, but widely used.

2,5 THE INSTRUCTIONAL COMMUNICATION

Neither the spoken mr the written Inmstructional Communication Ras
yet been analysed, However, in the written Instruction such as in publiec
notices, the use of glg =~ giwo lovke similar to their use in the Writtem

Communication.

2,6 THE DESCRIPTIVE COMMUNICATION

Not yeot amalysed,

10



3,0 THE EPISODE AND THE SENTENCE

3.1 THE FPISODE
3eTst, THE NARRATIVE EPLSODE

In the transcript of Patrick's siory indicates
an abrupt fall in intonation and in wvolume, Lovel intonation is irndicated

This feature combines with an interesting Link structure Yo
indicate the boundavies of the Narrative Episode, Hach new Episode commencea
with a clause containing a medial verb form, the finzl form of which, ends
the previcus episode,

TWhen e final verb occura within an episode the peoople maintxin
a level intonation and quite often make use of rising: intonation to make quite
sure that the listener knows that thia is not the end of the episode. The

link structure is absent at these pointe.

Example
Wosetixi, kundo vitido mando inda uso

Having gone down,having taken,having gone up, house up hex

on tuda ititisira, Ttird ung ruvesede
cooking pot under she put it Having put it she hawving forgotten
atiri memel etofco nganaka awodo awa siroro isera.

it staying sons two twins like that F/OC M started living

Awodo 2Wa, koira puti ainda joda giroro gtero uno.
like that F/0 M empty shell there inside Thaving started living she
vitldo o awa pirigedm mei etoto awa

having gone up cooking pot F/O M having opaned boys iwo FOM
gogigira, GidOs eevnaven

she gaw Having seche..s

"



Formula

NE = <+ NB:Cls <+ IL:MV.Cl -+ FIn:Fa,In

The Narrative Episcde Syntegmeme: consists: of 3 obligatory tezmemes.

The Narrative Base Slof =NB, is filled by Clauses, the Introductory
Link Slot =X, is filled by a Medial Verb Clause, and the Pinal Intonation

Slot =-FIn, is filled by falling intonation.

i2



%2 IEE SENTENCE

Fu2o1 THE NARRATIVE SENTENCE

The setting up of the Narrative Sentence at the same level as the
Narrative Episode is an attempt to deal with several features of language
chenge which are now in procossg.

The changes are occumwing in two areas.

{a) In the transfer of the language from the older generation
to the younger,

(b} In the tramsfer from spoken to writtem language.

At this level, what has salready been said about the Narrative
Episode also holds true for the Narrative Sentence.

However, the following comparisons should be kept in mind,

{2} Vher telling a story the younger people use a greatex
number of shorter stretches of speech, short that is, compared to the length
of most of the stretches used by the older people.

{(b) Palling Intonation is retained by the young people to
signal the end of each stretch but the Introductory Link is less formalised
in structure. Instead of always repeating the statement of the previous
fiinal berb by using the same verb in medial form, the verb ari *to do*
is often used in its medisl form - edg ‘'Yhaving done it* , by the young
people, Edo wused in this way has the same function, but is less specific,

Relators such as ate ‘Ybut¥ are sometimes used also.

(¢) The young peopls often want to break up the longer stretches
of speech into shorter sitretches when transcribing the tape to writing,

In the follwoing example, the speaker used the same Link structure as described

in the Narrative Episode,

13



Tape,.

s

seasss Memel Dbugusera ungo indsri indisera ainda amboda

boys came they food ate thers later
ugini ero sipo atisira,

they playing the morning stayed.

Written,
eesssss memel bugusera ungo indari indisera ainda amboda
boys cane they food ate there later
ugini isera, Usini exro gipo atisira,
they played They playing, the morning stayed.
Summary,

One factor influencing language change at this level may be that most
of the young people have besn educated in English.

The study of the form of the emerging Written Communication is
particularly important as we come to translation,

The division between Episode and Sentence may not stand wp in the final
grammar write up. We may finish up with one or the other, but at this stage
it is helpful to our understanding to think of an episode as something we
£ind mainly in the speech of the older generation and the sentence as something
usedby the younger people and in writing, The two categories are very
broad however, and overlap.

Language change is also occurring at Word Level, ‘The older generation
use words, all of which are not wnderstood by the young peopla, The young
people use the most. convenient word which comes to mind, whether it be

Inglish, Motw, Ridgen, Binadere or Notu-Ewegel

14



4,0 THE CLAUSE

The least evidence of language change hes been observed at
Clause Level, perhaps because the biggest Semantic or meaning load is
carrisd by the Clause,

Any number of Clauses may be strung together in speech, making
up the Episodes or Sentences described above.

4.1 THE MEDIAL VERB CLAUSE,

The Medial Verbd Clause has a wide distribution, but never ends
an Episode or Sentence. It can never be used in isolation, being subordinate
to the Final Verb Clause, Its use corresponds to fhe use of the Participial

Fhrase and Subordinate Clause in English,

«soniza de davedo,
canoe by means of, having paddled

«.Fhilip Nigel uso gagara HMuriel ga manbude, nga de davedo, pera
Philip Higel his daughter Muriel together having come, » they
cane

The Medial Verb Clause may also consist of the lMedial Verb alone,

. .v:itido,
having gone up, or going up,

4.2 THE FINAL VERB CLAUSE

tMnal? is used here in the sense of complete or whole, The Final
Verb Clause may occur anywhore in the Episode or Sentence, but only very rarely
in the Link Slot, when emphasis or special focus is desired by the speaken,
The Final Verb Claugse can be uwsed on its own as a complete Communication, Thus
ite only real difference to the Medial Verb Clause is its distribution.

Structurally they are the same.

Popondetta da mambadera
Popondetta to we will go

15



4,3 'MHE STATIVE CLAUSE

One distinguishing feature of the Stative Clause is the affix
~ra or =ri where -pi is the question form.

Another distinguishing feature is the obligatory abmence of the
affix, 1o express a different emphasis, This feature is linked with a
different word order.

On this basis the examples are divided into two seis,

(a) Attributive Stative Clause,

mando emone Robert da ra.
house this Robert ¥s is
This house is Robert's

mando amone nembodibam=rs
hougse that big is
Mhat house is big

nza amone iso ra
canoe that yours is
That canoe is yours

Toingemrl
how many are
How many are there?

(b) Predicative Stative Clause
emone: Robert da mande
thia Robert *s house
This is Robert*s house

amone mando nembediba
that Thouse bilg
That is a big house

16



4o4 THE TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE CLAUSES

The trensitive and intransitive concepts become very important
in Verb Fhrases involving the verb ari ‘'to do'., Some of these Verb Phrases
can take an object, while in others the thought pattern is gquite different %o
that which we are used to in English.

Many verbs such asmambari ®to go' are intransitive as in English,

The differences are illustrated in the use of three verbs meaning

¥to smellf,
Maga ari means *to smell badly! Intransitive
muno ari: *to smell good! Intransitive
nimbari *to smell’ Transitive

Now: if we want to say, 'I smell the perfume of the flowerst , we
cammot use either mass ari or munp ari because these never take an object.
We mst use the verb mimbari which can take an object,

Consider these examples.

wuji mno ire Intransitive
the flower, it smells good

kandoro betari masa ira Intransitive

rat dead smells. badly

na waji npimbetenc muno ire TPransitive - Intrensitive
I flower having amelt it emells good

Margaret swawa nangoda gasska vevera edo Transitive

Hargaret Demonstrative our water hot having made
tea

nati da bugusera Intrangitive
village to we came

17



4,5 THE REFLEXIVE CLAUSE

The main feature of the Reflexive Clause is mina ‘reciprocalt?

ungo kondade mina nina eiéra
They help reciprocal did
They helped each other,

£ mina 3sara adera
talk reciprocal a saying will do
Thoy will talk to each other.

ungo ze mnina gara ae isera
they telk reciprocal understanding not did
They did not understand each other,

wunge ewboge mina ara igera
they the fight reciprocal doing did
They fought each other,

Other uses of mina are a3 follwos, but the idea of reciprocal

action is still involved.
Rina ari 'to aaswer or o pay!
mina gari *to answer!

John uso stopatari awa mina etira

John his teacher F/0 M reciprocal did it

John znswered his teacher,

4,6 THE BENEFACTIVE CLAUSE = REASON CLAUSE - ON. BEHALF OF CLAUSE

The idea of doing something for someone is conveyed by the
inclusion of a Benefactive Fhrase, the key word of which is awasedo ,'that's why',
Exactly the same construction is used to express the reason for something happening
The two concepis are easily distinguished in context. Another close concept,
on behalf of, also uses this consiruction,

Benefactive.

giti jigari mni Abram da yei kando nembodiba ititisira/ evetu awaseda/
kead man agent Abram 's place gift big gave WOHAL Rk wly
Pharaoh gave Abram plenty of gifts, because of her.

18




panemi busu berari da embomei awa ewamei adena / iso jawo awasedo/
I (agent) ground 21l *s people F/O M good will do your name that's why
I will bless all the people of the world bscause of you.

Reason

wo Dbetisera / cement geka awasedo /
fish died cement new that's why
The fish died because of the new cement {in the fish pond)

On behalf of

Abrsham God da yei ge sisira / Sodom ewbomei awasedo /
Abraham God's place talk he sald Sodom people thatts why
Abraham: talked to God for the people of Sodom

Abraham interceded for Sodom,

4,7 THE INTERROGATIVE CLAUSE
Three ways to ask a question have been observed,
(a) Change the final ~a of the Indicative Mood Verb %o -i and affix -tq

sipe imo naso pando seka gosasa
yesterday you my house new saw
You saw my heuse yesterday,
sipe imo nsso mando seka gosasi-ba
yesterday you my house new did you see it 7
Did you see my new house yesterday?
(b) When using s question word, changs final —a to0 =i as abowe,
but do not add -ta, The question word and =tg are mutually exclusiwve,

imo: nonda mambesi
you where have you been
Where have you been?

(¢} Make use of rising intonation over the normal verb form.

Goorge alosa, George atesa
George is steying. George is there, Is George there?

19



4,8 THE INPERATIVE CLAUSHE

There are five forms of the Tmperative, each of which conveys a
different shade of meaning in the Imperative Clause, The exact concept baing
conveyed in each case is not yet fully undersiood but the following examples
willi give a general idea of the differencsa.

{a) The Command

This ie usually fairly abrupt, with a note of urgemcy but
is not impolite. The characteristic endings which are added to the Verb Stem aws,
-0 i et =8 in the sgingular, and
=ou ~iw =uwo -sn in the plural.

burigi sumbu iso ai da yei
quickly run your mother *s3 place
Run guickly to your mother}

nauby pige  po pou
go¥ throw it¥ comes(Sing) eome? (Plural)

iso kopiri kukube
your head bend over
TDuck your headf

ns kondade &

me help do it
Help mel

{(b) A friendly wish = also used in farewell
The characteristic ending is-io (Singular} -wo: (Plural}
which is affixed to the command form
Farewell
mambuio

g0.1
Goodbye now, s0 glad you came}

buro eio gegeio
work do it ! waaki!

Goodbye now. Enjoy ybur work} Goodbye. IEnjoy your washing?
20



A wish, hops, expectation
imo na kotiebeio
you me remember
Remember me¥
(¢} The request where a specific wish or hope is expressed, perhaps with
an added note of politeness,

The verb used is that of the Hortative Mood, quite often used
alongside the Imperative Command forms

pe anumbase
come let you sit dowmn
Come and sit dowaf

oto do wosars
axe leave it let it go down
Drop the axe!l

iti wosare
put it let it go down
Put it down!

inzode mambore
us let us go

Let's go!
(&) The requeat whore strong desire seems to be in focus.
In this form —gae is affixed to the Imperative Command form
Abraham ds yei sewamel egae

Abraham s plage gpod do it
Bless Abraham}{ Be good to Abraham!

pozae nangode daedo atase

come with us also let you atay

Coms and stay with ust

awara toxrigas
0.K. come on inl



(e) The request where an extra note of politemess is introduced.
The form corresponds to our use of 'pleaset, It is actually
the Subjunctivwe Question Mood that is used in this particular Imperative Slot.
The possibility of a refusal is acknowledged in this form,

aga itae etesita
cup 1wt put did you do it?
It is almost impossible to give a litersl translation into

English for this form, as far as explaining it is concerned,

itae etesa is the Subjunctive Hood and means ’You should

hawe done it'
The English equivalent of the guestion form im thise...

aga itee etesite
Will you pasa the cup plesse?
Flease pass the cupl

A ———  —— | el Sy  —

John you anuwbari "to sit* ari ¥to dot
Plomse ait down John!

imo naso mando da bugae glesi-ta.
you my house to Bugari ‘'to come' ari %to dot
Please come 1o my houset

(f) The Negative Imperative

The Hortative Mood is used to express a negative command,
request, or desire, See section 6.0 for the conjugation of this Fform,

eose
Don't do itf

jigose
don't touchi

Tuvegeose
Don't forgetl

igo indari Jjamo _jJjamo eure
your food coid cold 1let it nod: do
Don't let your food get coldl




4,9 THE GREETING CLAUSE

This type of clause usually consists only of a single venb,
the Indicative Mood form. Greetings are exchanged by telling the perason
what he is doing at that partieuwlar moment.

The tone of voice indicates pleasure at the meeting,

buro esa
work you are doing
Hallo theref Good %o mee you at workl

sasawa vejess
grass  you are cutting

Hzllo there! Have a rest from grass cutting while we talky (All in

tone of wvoice)

bugesa
You have come]l Good to see youl

tembesa
you are walking about

Hallo therel TFleased to bump into while you are out strollongl

23



4,10 CLAUSE GROUPS
Several concepis are handled in the language by grouping certain
clauses together as in the following examples,
(a) CAUSATIVE
The Causative factor is indicated by a Medial Verb Clause
immediately preceding a Final Verb Clause., The Medial Verb is from ari tto dot

burigi bugae / stere /  betetira

quickly they did
not come they doing it he died

If the Medial Verb Clause glerp was not prosent we would simply
have two uncomnected statements, In this construction eters relates back
to the mot coming quickly' and shows the people's slowness in coming as the
cause of his death. Tho above expression means then,

Because you did not come quickly, he died.

nanemi eteno / imo evetu awa Jimbae
1 having done you woman O M did not marry
it

I kept you from marrying her,

ino etese i pundetira

You having done
it it got tangled
Because of your carelessness, it got tangled,

nanemi ano / isg kinapeina ungosuka embogo mins ava adera

I doing it your offispring themselves fisht reciprocal will do
{Future)

I will emuse your offspring to fight with each other.

(b} CONDITIONAL
Two final VWerb Clauses may be put together in such a context, that
the meaning: *If such and such..... then such and guch....? may be conveyed.
Often the first clause is introduced by edo and the second by awa, but if a

question is asked in the first Clause then these may be omitted. The concept
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is got acrose mainly by the way in which the content of the %wo Clauses relate
to esach other and in the tone of voice,

¢do Roberi Kainantu mpambadi adire / awa na membadena
Robert Kainantu 1o go will do I will go
If Robert is going to EKainaniu, then I will go.

edo imo euma Sunday taparoro da yadi ise / na baso /  mambors

you tomorrow Sunday Church to to go doing it I Youw taking let'a go
Future)

If you are going to go to Church tomorrow, you taking me, we will go

If you plan on going to the service tomorrow, will you take me?

imo Popondetta da mambesita  / na ingae mambadena
you Popondetta +o are you going? I with you will go

If you are goingz to Popondetta, then I will go with you.
(c) FURPOSE

Purpose is shown by using a Clause containing the infinitiwe
alongside a Final Verd Clause. The Infinitive Clause may preceds or follow
the Tinal Verb Clause. Sometimes the Infinitive Clause may be used asz a
complete utterance, as in giving the purpose for some action in response tm» a
question,

wo  gaiadi /  wowosisers

fish to apear we went down
We went to spear fish,

naso mama nge de Gona mambira / paso aia badi hospital da

my father canoe by means Gona went my mother %o get hospital ab
of

Wy father went to Gona by canoe to fetch my mother from hospital.

sape / pirigari
squaeze to open
In order %o open it, squeeze it}
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(d) CONTRARY RESULT

This is the expression commonly used in English to say something
like this. ©Dan't do thabu.... 168tiea.e? ‘put it away, lest it geot loshit

The concept is handled by using an Imperative and = Final Verbd
Clause together, The two Clauses may be in any order. The Final Verb Clause

containg a verb in the Hortative Mood, Negative Form,

gomeni torure F mangirg gaje

flies let them not doon cloge it!
come in

Close the door, lest the flies come ink

sisoro da ford / imo ga mi sapipi sure
roof under enter you rain Instrument wet letit not do
Harker

Go in under the roof, lest you get drenched by the rainl

einda pete / ri dime deurs
here astop tree you 1let it not hit
Stop, lest the tree fall on youl

ago / wosedo  / bejure

you doing, it falling dowm let it mot break to pieces
it (Cansative)
Don't you cause it to fall down, lest it smash to pieces.

(e} CONMPARISON
Two things may be compared by describing each one saparately
or by the very neat construction as shown in the first ezample.

Dera and Bnda are the names of fish,

Dera FEnda dawodo sera / [Enda nembodiba=ra (two: Attributive Stetive
Dera Enda the same are not Enda big one is Clauses)

The Enda fish. is bigger than the Dera

naso mando awa kismbu / 4iso nembodibs (two Predicative Stative
my house F/0 M small yours F/O M big Clauses)

Your house is bigger thsn mine, Or. My house is smaller than yours.
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naso kuka ewa ewemel eririza / ate gaso awa biae eminima
my sweet potatoes F/Q M good are growing but yams F/O M bad are growing
My aweet potatoes are growing better than my yams.

Two Final Vexrb Clauses are used in the above examples,
(f) ABILITY OR "KNOW HOW"
A Final Verb Clause and a Stative Claouse am used +o convey the

information that a person has the ability to do something,
fuwbo giawa nga angira / gapi @ jiwee-a

man  this cance is meking Inowledge plenty has
This man knows how to make a canoe.

{g) QUALIFICATION
When it is desired to qualify a statement in any wey, a Mediml
or Finel Verb Clause may be embedded in, precede, or follow the Finsl Verb
Clause, or another Verb Clause (Medial) or ewven a Phrase, The Qualifying
Clause corresponds to the Adjective, Adverb and Noun Clauses of Englisk, In

the examples the Qualifying Clause is underlined with a double stroke thus,

Slieam———

D& maumesi itena Margaret da yei / umo awa mando dm buro imm

I pawpaw I gave Margaret ®s place she FAO M house in work is doing
I gave the pawpaw to Margaret, who is working in the house.

umo awa "she, he, that one* is the characteristic feature in this type of
clauge and corresponds to our use of Pwho' in gimilar Ehglish Clauses,
wno ami *he or she, that one - the agent* is znother axpréasion used

in the °*who' or *which*® slot,.

Gd utu de busu de isira / embo ami imo ewemei etira

T e ———— Sl ——— S  Ppeirm——  r—————  —p——— ——

God heaven and earth aud made person that you good did it
onea

God, who made heaven and earth, has blessed you.



imo ro  gesa awa /  ne adena

you what you say F/G M I will do
I will do what you say.

na / iji nonde  bugiri awa / na gaens

————t

duri
I time wyhere he coming F/O M I do not: know
I do not know when he cane,

einda 1ro isers awa /  oamboda sadena

here  vwhat you said FAO M later I will say
I will say what we did here, later on.
(h) EXPLANATORY
In clause groups used to convey an explanation, the continuous
form of the verb is used in the Qual ifying Clause,

elawa nango rawodo efi gembudo era awa / Barbara da ai siri getena

thisg we how string bag we are making F/0 M Barbara's mother I saw
{continuously) she
making it, we ave doing gaying

e -th\a'w\@o{

This is how we make string bags, explained Barbara’s mother.
(1) DUBITATIVE
While working at Ukarumpa with my languasge teacher we noticed a

small shed being towed on a gled hooked o a tractor. We both wondered if it
would fall off, Hb expressed this doubt in three different ways,

(1) mendo duradi ta  rora

house 40 fall will it dnbitative markex
question markew

¥ill the house fall down? There is great doubt asbout its present state
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{2) mando gduradi tamo
Dubitative Marker

(3) mapdo duredi tamo / ko duradi  meri

or to fall will it net?

The following further illustrations will help in understanding each of these

(1)  ingaens Popondetia mamberi~fa rora euma

three .constructions,

We Popondetts will we go Dubitative tomorrow

Markex
We might go ‘to Popondetta tomorrow,
John bugei-ta rora

John will he DM
come

John might come today,

Letter now affernoos will T get DM
I might get a letter this afternoon,
o mando de atide zora

he house in is he stsying; D

‘Be might be in the house,

Daso nga ewamed elepimta rora

By cer good did I do it DM

I might have Pized my car.

The characteristic foatures of this construction are the question

form of the verb and the Dubitative Marker rora.

The presence of rora

adds %o a question, the concept of doubt. An English equivalent is our use

of the word Ymdight®
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€2) America ainda edo eri-ta mo

America  there doing it are they DM
doing it

They might make these in America,
(3} iinepeina wusini goro / mando wasiri edo i-ta mo / ko seri
children play doing house shaking doing is it DM or is it not:
The children's play might be causing the house to shake,
smboda lMike bugei-tamo / ko bugadi azeri
later Mike is he coming DM or +to come will he not?
Mike may come later,
In actusl speech we gei bugei-~ta mo ko sounding like bugeitamoko
(3) QUOTATIVE
Two slots occur when quoting. The fivst is filled by an Introductory
Qaote Clause, the verb of which is marked by falling intonation, and the second
slot is the Quotation itself which may comprise one or more clauses, sometimes

even rumning into Episodes. The Introductory Quote Clause may follow the Quote
on 3ome occasions, or it may be repeated in that position,

The:_re is no structural difference between Direct and Indirect Speaech
Quotes. The only differenmce is in the choise of pronouns and corresponding:

verb endings in the Quote Slot. The first two examples illustrate the

difference.

Mary mi getira / imo Barbara Popondetta gosasi-ta mo Direct Speech
Mary agent said, you Barbara Popondetta did you see DM

Mary said, "Did you see Barbara in Popendetta?™

Mary mi setira / na Barbara Popondetta gosani-ta mo Indirect Speech
Mary agent Zaid T Barbara Popondetta did I see IM

Mary asked me if I saw Barbara in Popondetia,

atopatari giri T zoseza™ gosera ™/ npango yei  yejadera Dimect Speech
teacher he saying it we seeing we grass will cub

The teacher explained, "#e are going to cut the grass,w




iso kopirli kukube / wumo naso yei da setira Direct Speech
your hsad bend he my Place to he said
"Duck your headf" he yelled to me,

»s» Doug mi purs gunda ainda wosedo yiko / naso da yei sisira /

Doug agent week behind there having having my place to he said,
marker come  cone
down

George imo) ingae Ukarumpe mambudo na kondade eSi~ta / gisirs
George you with me Ukarumps going me help will you do he said,

When Doug came to see me last week, he saig, "George will you come
with me to Ukarumpe and help me?"

4.11 THE BIDIMENSTONAL ARRAY FOR CLAUSE TYPES,

The various items which make up the structure of the different
sortas of Clauses described above, are arranged in the following chant,

The order of the colums dosnot necessarily indicate the order: of
the items in the clause, although these are the most usual peoaitions,

The most common items are Subject, Object and Verb.

A wide range of other items may also occur and these are called
the Peripheral or Border items, These Peripheral items are named according to
their function in the Clamse. They are described mors fully in the lower
levels of the language structure,

The only obligatory feature of a Clause is the Verb, marked + ,

A1l other features are optional, marked + .

4 Clause may consist of a verb ornly, as this is the only obligatory
feature,

The Clause carmvies the biggeat Semantic (meaning) laoad, with the
wide range of items used, the variocus (lause Groupings which are possible,
eand in the ordering of itema within the Clause. More analysis is required for
this last feature, but the order of the items is related very definitely to the

idea of which item is in foous.

31



Slot Fillers for (lauges

| J
+ periphery| + Subject |+ periphery|+ Object & peripliery| + Verb k- peripherny
' Prohibitive Negative Tarb Question
Woxrd
Exclamation N°Eﬁr ases! N;hu:;a‘: Infinitive| Fhrases Marker
Relator Progown iﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁmnﬂ o Demonstrative pubitative
| Phraseg; Marikor " | Fronown e Marker
Augmentativé - , Fhrases Relator '
Apl’ol%;'raggg?‘nemons trative Phrases Eenef active
| ; Appoaeitional Phragses
TPossessive l Focus/Object Phroges @mentative
: Marker Poeseasive |Locative ugnentative
Fhrases Phrages | Phrases
Relator Locative
Phrasges Fhrasea
-rmgmentative
Lonative
Phrases

Each of the Phrase Types may consist of a series of words or simply

a gingle word,
Formuala

CL + % S:Fhr,

& 0:FPhr,

+ V:VFhrx,

F Por.:Words or Phr.

The Notu=Ewage Clause Syntagmeme consists of an optional Subject

Tagmeme ~5, filled by Phrases, an optional Object Tagmeme ~0, filled by Phrases,

an obligatory Verb Tagmeme -%, filled by Verb Phrases and several optional

Peripheral Slots filled by warious word classes and Phrases,
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5.0 TH5 PHRASE

Examples of the five types of Phrase observed to date are as follows,

5«1 [THE APPOSITIONAL PHRASE

Robert, wso namendi Bill awa,
Robert, his brother Bill F/0 M
Robert's brother Bill,

mando  soropuda Jjoda awa
house middle inside, that one
The house in the middle,

502 THE BENEFACTIVE - REASON PHRASE

oro  kiambu, umo awagedo, ititisira
house small he that's why he built
Hé built a small house for him,

imo awasgedo, mana doro betadens

you that's why can't they hitting T will die
they will kill

Because of you, they can't kill me,

5.3 THE LOCATIVE PHRASE

‘Some Locative Phrases make use of da with the noun, others use

a Locative Word,

n2, Papua New Guinea da, mambadena,
I Papue New Guinea to will go
I will go to Papua New Guines.

imo Popondetta da, mambesi-ta
you Popondetta to are you going?
Are you going to Popondetta?

ainds amboda,
there later

Sasaka demonda
river alongside
By the river,

mando ponda
house outside

Outside the house,
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5.4 THE NOUN. PHRASE

In the examples below, a pronoun could be substituted for the noum,

without disturbing the structure at all,

() The NOUN PHRASE SHOWING ACCOMPANIMENT

The distinguishing feature of this phrase is tho presence
of ga Viogether with!

John uso mei gimbo ga,
John his cousin brother together with
John, with his cousin brother,

Abrahanm da buro ari embo Laban ga,

Abrsham *s work men Laban together with
Abraham's servant with Laban,

(b) THE NOUN PHRASE SHOWING INSTRUMENT QR AGENT

The distinguishing feature of this phrase type ia the
obligatory presence of mi PAgent or Instrument Marker, or a demonstrative
ending in -mi ,

Barbara Faith mi / kiki awa diretira
Barbara Faith agent story F/OM  +told
Barbara Faith told a story.

na denda mi gambira
I moasquitoes agent bit
Mosquitoea bit me

umo eke ml  mando ira
he grass instrumsnt house is doing:
He is making a house with grass,

ingee na burp okain ingee npaso jire mi / era
with you I work hard our (dual) brain instrument are doing
We two are doing hard work with our brains,

Rebekah bo mi dombu dogigirs
Rebokah cloth instrument face covered
Rebekah covered her face with a veil,

memei amimi gtora
bo those=agent did it
'TL\?E&‘_ E.a s aﬁ 3k,
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{ec] THE COORDINATE. NOUN! FHRASE

Thae. distinotive feature of this phrase type is de , used as
in the following examples,

hango> embo memed aseka de embo be de dada
we nam  boys young and man true and one by one,

We, the young men and the married men, one by one,

iso aro de med de
your wife and son and!
Your wife and son,

(d) THE WODIFIED NOUN PHRASE
Phrases may be modified by any number of different Augmentative words,
nga kiambu

canoe sgmall
a small canoe

nando nembodiba
house big
a big house

jariga mei
proud boy
a proud boy

nei bisae
bad boy
a bai boy, a naughty doy

erboro bige
road bad
the mrong moad

nagso mando yei ribori be ra
my house place long intemgifier is
by house is a very long way off,



(e} THE POSSESSIVE NOUN PHRASE.

Two ways of indicabing the possessive have been obgerved,
and elgo an interesting combination of both structures, The final examplsg
given below slhow how to indicate the blace to which & person belongs,.
e Using the perscnal posseasive pronoun:

¥y M50 ngamo, Jjeburn
fish: ite juwice Jeburu (name)
The Jeburu fish's poison,

iso kinapeina,

your children
nangoda club giti jijisesari
our club first holding ones
Our club's leaders,
2s Using da in the following way

tata da ba

cousin®s taro

Counecil da ge

Council¥s talk

Mary Dorcas da mando

Mary Dorcasts house
Mary Dorcas¥ house.

3¢ An interesting and frequent combination,
burigl sumbu / diso ai da  yei / da
quickly run your mother's place +to
Run quickly to your mother!

4. Indicating the place to which a person bolongs,
Numba embomei

Numba people

Poople of Numba

Beama nati embo

Beama village man

4 man of Beama village,
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5.5 THE VERB PHRASE

(2) THE COWMPLEX MEANING VERB PHRASE

A very common feature of the Verb system is the way in
which two verbs may combine to give e different meaning., The feature is extremely
useful, as will be seen in some of the examples, in handling new concepts,
In these phrases each individual verb retains its
o geparate meaning and follows the rules which normally spply to its usage
in the slot concerned,

itari 'to put!?
Baxi Yto see, to understand, to know?
itari gari *to test, to check!

@bd Abrahem itido gogiaira
God Abraham having put, he knew
God tested Abrzham,

sari "to say!
gari "o gee, to know, to understand!
gari gari %0 explain!

imo saso gadena
You you saying it I will see
You will explain it to me

do ari ‘'to leave?
wogari ‘*to go down!

do ari wosari  *to drop®

doteno wosetira

I leaving it it went dowm
I dropped it

New concepts.

patari %to presst

gambari *to bite!

patari gambari ®to gtaple!

itari 'to putt
gembari ftio go acrosst

itari sembari tto print!
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The verb ari ‘to dot! is freguently found in Verb Phrases of this type.
In fact one fifth of the verbs in the dictionary to date, are of this kind.

owamei  *good!?
ari *'to dot

swapei ari 'to bless, to fix, to be well!

eseza ari

a visit to do
to visit
sare ari

dry to do

to dxry

fizo tiro ari
mixed up 4o do
dubo ewamei ari
neck good to do
to bo happy
(b) THE CONTINUQUS ASPECT VERB PHRASE.

One way of showing continuous aspect may be seen in this type of
phrase, The distinctive feature is the way in which the same actor medial form
of the verb is used with the verb ari 'to do' , which is turning out to be a
very handy little verb|

na Popondetta Thursdey mambudo edo sna

I Popondetta Thursday going doing it I do it
I zo to Popondetta each Thursday,

ngamo wosedo ira

Jjuice running down is doing it
The juice is running down.
ambo ambo edo era

last lest doing it they are doing i,
They are following,

eudo edo era,

sleeping doing it they are doing it

They are sleeping.

Fan wareregedo ira
Fan turning it is doing it

The fam is revolving.



(c) THE MODIFIED VERB PHRASE.

4 wide range of Augmentative words can modify the Verb

Phrase,
itero sekagzo /  Okape membusena
they having put again / Okapa I went

Vhen they gave me another pesting, I went to Okapa

Sasaka inakade sumbira

river with power is rumning
The river is flowing swiftly

evetu iu Jjimbse masewo
the woman husband not merried yet

The woman has not found a husband yet
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6.0 THE WORD
Words have been divided into the following 8 groups-Verbs,

Nouns, Pronouns,iugmentatives, Demonstratives, Relaters,Locatives and

Ixclamations,
6.1 THE VERB

(&) THE SIGNIFICANT TYPES.

The two gignificant types of Verb are the Medial Verb
and the Final Verb,
The Medial Verb has a form which does not conjugate and a form
which conjugates. The Final Verb huis 6 conjugations for tense in addition
to the Imperative and Infinitive forms which do conjugate.
(b) VERB CLASSPS
Class divisions could be made for academic interest
but these would not have & great deal of relevance as regards to wderstanding
the structure of the verb system.
Clasases could be set up on the besis of the variouns verb
compounds which are possible. The present form of the dictionary follows
this pattern.
Then again the Imperative Command form of the Verb could be used
as a criteria for class divisions. There would then be 4 Verb classes,

where the Imperative Command ended in one of the following wvowels,

=i -2 ~n e
erd po mambu gaje
Stand up! Comsl Cotl Close 1%l

Kach verb and the way it is used needs to be undersiocod

individuzlly,



(o) THZ MEDIAL AND FINAL VERB RELATIONSHIP

The language is build around the relationship which exists
between the Medial. and the Final Vexb,

The Medial Verb corresponds o the participle or the verb of
a Subordinate clauge in Fnglish. Not all subordinate clauses in Notu howsyer
require a Medial Verb, Some may Yequire a Findl Verb, depending on the
usage,

‘na mengire gajeteno

I door  Thaving closed ot when I had c¢lomed

When I had closed the doer, or having closed +hs door,

time divisions are different,

‘na mengiro gejetena

I door closed (Sometime sarlier today)
I closed the door

When two clauiges ocour together the way in which the two actore.

the Same Actor-Medial Verb is used. Only one of the 4 forms of this verb type
conjugates.

If the aciion in each clause is performed by a different actor
the Biffevent Actor Medial Verb is msed, 411 these forms conjusate,

but aspect is the most important feature of these verbs. For example, are

The paradigms for ari *4o do¥ are given, as $hess then
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become the verb emdings for most of the other verbs, allowing for several
exceptionsg.

Once the infinitive is kmown and the exceptions learned, it is
possible to construct any form of the verb from the Paradigms, by adding the
right ending to the stem.

ari 'to dot

gongavi %Yo scrub!

Bong= 'Verb Stem of gongari ¢

—ari 'Characteristic Infinitive Ending?

~gtena 'Today*s Past, 1at Person Singular, verb ending!
gongetena 'I scrubbed! (eg the floor)

(d) THE FINAL VERB PARADIGHS - INDICATIVE MOOD

The Present Tense

The time referrsd to is now.

na  ena '1 am doing it

imo esa *You are doing it ' (Singular)
umo ira "THe is doing it

nango era 'We (exclusive) are doing it,!
ingo ewa *You are doing it' (Plural)
wego era tThey are doing it*

From here on the pronouns are pmit#ed from the Paradigms,
The Future Tense

adena ' will do itt

adesa

adira

adera
atewa

adera



Today¥s Past Tense

The time span is from an instant ago to any time previously the same day.
Jometimes the tense is used for an action occurring late the previous evening,
&tena 1T aid itr
etesa

etira

gher

2

D
i
5

tera

1}

The Near Pagt Tense_

The time span is from yesterday back to a few days ago, but not longer

than a week or two ago.
iutana VT did it
iutass
iutars
ititare
ititawa
iiitara

The Distant Past Tense

The Distant Past sitarts where the Hear Past leaves} It relates back to
any time within a generation or two,

isena I 4id ittt
isesa

gir

.
o

igera

isawa

igers
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The Remote Past Tense

The time is back in grandfatherts time and before.

Only the 3rd Person forms are found, because obviously we can't talk
about what T' or 'You' did that long ago, but only about what 'He' or "Hhey!
did then.

ume atina-tina 'He lived!
ungo atire-tiga  *They lived!
(e) THE WEDIAL VERB PARADIGNS - DIFFERENT ACTOR FORMS

Sequential Action -~ The action of the Medial Verb and the Final Verb

follow in sequence., They do not occur at the

game time.
Simultaneous Action = The action of the Medial and Tinal Verba is
going on at the same time,

(i) Associated with the Present or near Present.

_Aﬂgﬂ :Different Actor = wa*ﬂo»ﬁ'iqe.\ﬂ g\-\qt—"( B eAcioe,

eno °I doing it,' or 'having done it a short while ago!
eg0

iri
ero.
g0
ero
dmo sipe ise Dbaburo da eso EoBana
you yesterday your garden o you going I saw
When you were going to your garden yesterday, I saw you.
fenaku ez0T08ero ingena
frogs they croaking I heard (Today's Past — irregular verb)

T heard the frog's croaking,



Associated with the Present or Near Present

ear——p—

Aspect : Different Actor — (Continuous or long action)

eone 'I doing it* (Now or a short while ago)

2080

When this form becomes the emding for another verb, the e is
sometimes omitied. At other times it is retained,
Na jenjera gapburi bakedo  ens
I sandflies  they biting I scratching am dning it
While the sandflies are biting, I am scratching.
{The pecople often use the 3rd person singular in cases like this.
They seem to think of the sandflies as a group - ie, one group of

sandflies, singular, is biting,

wo einda iturd ij3 mi Zarags, gdo ira
fish here he pultting sun instrument dry doing is doing it

When he puts the figh in the sun, it dries them,

(ii) Associated with the fuiure,

& : Different Actor -~ Seguential Action.

[]
@
©Q
3

g

'T doipng 1%, (FPuture

iR BB

[=]
H
Q

namendi awodo as0 book tiro tiro aure

Brother like that you doing it books mixed up let them not do it

Brother, don't get the hooks mixed up,
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na dano amo  oju sumbndo mambadirs
I hitting he frightened running will go
When I hit him he will run away frightened,
Aspociated with the Pature
Aspect : Different Aetor — Simultaneous Action
inono T doing it* (Puture)

iroso

irard

iroro
irowo

iroro
imo diriroso na ingadens
You story telling I will listen

While you are telling the story I will listen

12 ajiguninono gadesa
I reading you will understand

When I read it to you, you will understand,

(iii) Associated with the Past

Aspect Different ictor
eteno 'T having done it/d

ipgo divgeftiri ororc wowosisira

you it having cut blood rTan down
Wnen it cut you, the blood flowed.

giroro etao memei etoto gogisirs,

They having been born hoys two  she saw

She saw the twins after they had been born,
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(£) THR MEDIAL VSRR « SAME ACTOR

The same actor medials divide into two groups. They may he related
to any tense,

(i) Fon continnous or short action

*Jequential

The characterigtic endings are ~ado -~ndo —ido

durido Jisira
having fallen down he is erying,
He cried after he fell down

ne boroko katers da mambudo naso hattery  badena

I now hospital to going my battory I will get
Going to the hospital, I will got ny hattery,

¥ Simid4aneous

The characteristic endings are =ise, -uge,

giruma ewamel ise atirsa

school good doing it he is staving

He is doing well at school,

nongco mi embomei  awa gosise tembera
e agent peovle TF/0 ¥ seeinpg we are walking about

We are walking about, sesing the neople,

(ii) Continuous sction or lons action

* Sequentizl
The most commonly fovnd form is the 3rd person singlar

ending - iko . The conjug=tion of axi 'to do! iz as follows,

enilco

egiko

iko

eriko
evilko
exiko
3ila  i3i  lkiambu _, ateniko vivitizena




Saturday

* Simulbameons

The characterigtic endings are

~ima ~Uls o

Margaret puma naso bure gadirs

Margaret coming my work will see

When Margaret comes, my work she will sse,

atima Senday awa embo de eveim de berari deda indari

indadera,

Saturday staying Sunday F/0 M men and women and all together food

will eat.

Staying there on Saturday and Sunday all the men and women will eat %ogether,

{g) CONTINUOUS ACTION IN THE TINAL VERB

There are four ways of indicating Continuous Action,

~In the present Tense,

nango anumbedo atera

we sitting are siaying
We are sitting

eudo edo ara

(i) By the use of a medial with the Final Verb.

sleeping doing it they are doing it

They are sleeping.

ri ambudo atira

tree losing life is staying

The tree is gradually dying.

na jou bae edo

I sugar do not take doing it

I do not take sugar

b . i o snd
people plenty place there

ena

T am doing it

Awa, mmanegedo
7/0 M getting lost

FPlenty of peovle get logt there,
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-In the Past (These forms are very seldom used)
Today's Past

pa kora da tembano jirira 'I was walking on the beach!
tembaso Jjirira
tembari Jirira

tembubaro jirira
tenbutawo jirira
tembutaro jirira

Wear Past
Lembene Jjijirara
tembeso Jjijirara
tembiri jijirara

tembero Jjijirara
tembewo jijlrara
tembero Jjijirare

Digtant Past
tembens Jijirisira

tembego jijirisira
tembiri Jijirisire

tembero Jjijirisira
tembewe jijirisira

tembero Jjijirigirs

(ii) By Reduplicabione.....
of a gyllable,
The reduplicated syllable does not always correspond exactly.
There may be a change of vowel, according to the rythmic requirements of the word,
itari Yto put, to make, to build!?
ititena T am building?
na tutuvi bhusu da ititena
I posts ground in am putting
T am putting the posts in the ground.
yitari *to go upt
vivitens I am going upt

atari Tto0 press!

paputena I am pressing'
of an augmentative.
gajo ari ‘'to covexr!
neso dombn gajo gajo ira

T g .
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= of the Medizl Verb
hearing reading hearing reading you will see
Keep on listening and reading and you will wnderstand,
ambo ambo edo era
last 1ast doing it they are doing it
They are follewing and following,
(iii) By an infix -wo- in the Present Tense ending,

na boroke ae mando da apumbedo atewona

I now not  house in sitting I am staying

Not just now, but for a long time I have been in the house.
atewona 'Y am ataying!
atewosa
atewura W.B. change
atewora
atewosa
atewora
(iv) By dropping the stop from a prenasalised stop
na ti indena
I tea dmank
ra b1 inena
I tea drank (Several cups)
na tamhena
I met (just once)
I met with (a2 longer meeting)
(h) Fegating the verb,
To negate the verb, the morpheme ae is infived before the Verb

ending., However, in actual use, the verb ending is then left off,

umo bhugaeira becomes umo bugaera by Morphophonemics
he did not coms t

[}
Tew wse iy becowes weno bugae  Ha i wie 5o



(1) Prohibiting the action of the final verb,

The presence of mana ‘eoan't or won't' , usually near the
beginning of the clause, prohibits the action which is then described,

imo mama tini gambari adesa

you can't angry will do
You must not be angry.

ume mana sekago bojedo rovi ravi busu da aws ugibesi adira

He, i% can't again flooding all things ground on F/0 ¥ destruction will do
Never again will the waters flood the earth and destroy all living things,
12 mana rora nei ro badens
I won't things other what I will take
I wontt take anything else,

{j) Examples of the Tmperaltive Verb may be seen in 4,8

(k) THE FINAL VERB - HORTATIVE MOOD PARADIGHS

The Hortative liood is used to sxpress = wish for a certain thing
to happen or expresses the thought that a certain action may happen. The first
conjugation expresses a wish with no particular agpect in mind while the second

oxpresses the Continuous Aspect,

The straight wish expressed. The Continuous Aspect in Focus
ane 'Let me do it! The characteristic feature is the
ase infix ~ag-
are anage
22 asage
ave arage
ors orase

awage
orase
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giruma age anhoda usini  adesa

gchool let you do it later play you will do
Do your school work now, later you may play.

imo prio na ge sano gase

you come I talk saying let you understand

Come! I will teach yout.

embobe  bugundo anumborase

people coming let them sit down
When the people come, they may stay silting down,

For further examples, see under Imperative Clauvse 4.8 (e)

The Negative Hortative

$éone  ‘'Let me not do ikt gonase *Let me not do it
eose eosage (Continuously)
surs eurase

goxrs gorase

gove eowase

goxse eorase

beose do
let you not take it, Ileave it

Dontt touch ikl

edo dombu eikena kaverergeove

doing it face this direction let you noi turn around,

Dontt look back!

emboro eijedo mambose

road this way let you not go

Doni% go on this roadl

o2



(1) mE SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD PARADIGH

mnambas ehena
mambae etesa

mambae etira

mambae etera
mamhae etews

narbae: etera

na Popondetta mambas etena fe nago aia karu efira

I Popondetta should have gone but my mnother sicl did it

I should have gone to Popondetta, but my mother got sick.

nakeyd dorisens awa 8  dae efena awa 4 dorigena
Tkey d hit F/0 M 5 I should have hit F/O0 ¥ & I hit

I should have hit key @, but I hit key d

John ove boroko bae etirs

John letter now shounld have got

John should have received a letter today,
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6,2  NOUNS
The language has a rich selection of naming words, KNouns
(1) Houn Clasgses
Structurally there seems little to warrant the setting up of classoes,

The following should be noted however.
(a) Simple Nouns
gosoro  "mist over the mountains®

eogore doriri inda wownsira

mist mountein on top is coming down
The mist over the mountain is coming down
menga  Yfish net!?

uno monga sekago gembira

he fish net again is sewing
He is repairing the fish net

{b) Compound Houns

Jjoda ge
insgide telk
¥a gecret?
karu biae
aiclkness bad

Ya plague!

gasawa mando
grass house

ta gress house?

dubo vevera
neck hot

Y4rouble,sadness!
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{e) Derived Nouns

New words can often be introduced into the language by
following the normal langusge patterfoeesscea
(1) by taking the Verbal Tnfinitive and using it as a Houn,

atopatari 'to teacht
stopatari ' a teacher!

agugari Yo weart
agugardi T{rousers®

egegari ! to hangt
esegari  Yclothes hengart

apuregari 'Ho cover?!
apuregari Thlanket!?

(ii) by using a Verbal description

eriri husetirs

he gstanding it, it formed a circular pattemn
frainbowt
(2) Plursl Noung
Where plurals are used, they are formed by reduplication of one
of the syllables or of the word itself. The reduplication may undergo a vowel
change to fit the rythmic demands of the word,
Sometimes a word modifying the Noun may also show this feature

of reduplication where plurality is involved,

otao otatao giti Jigari giti jijigesari
tfriend? *frienda? Thead man! Thoad men¥
emho aemhoho riboxi ririhori

‘man ¥ *men? tlong one! *long onest

med memed stamp seka ra gtamps scka ma
*hoy! hoys? ta new gtamp? Inew gtamps!
pito pito pito

Thuttont "buttons?
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6.5 PROHOUNS
Pro nowms are a group of words which can he used to take the place of
a Noun. The following are the Pronoun Paradigms,

The Personal Pronoun

ra *'I, me'
img ‘'you - gingular?!
umo ‘'he, ghe, itt

nango ‘'we - exclusive of the person spoken tof
ingodena *we ~ inclusive of the person spoken tot
ingo  !'you -~ plural?

wgo  Ythey!

nango berari tall of ust

ingo berari ‘*all of you!

ungo berari ‘'all of theom!

The Posgesgive Pronoun

nago 'minet
igo Tyours!' imamo  'your father!?

us¢ ‘his, hers, its!

nangoda  Yours' - exclusive
ingae naso Yours?! — inclusive

mpgoda  Ttheirst

The Reflexive Pronoun

Either , or
nasuka na nasuka 'myself®
imosuka imo iguka ‘*yourselft
umosuka amb ugules Thimself, herself, iteelit
nangoguka nango nangoauka ‘ourselves?
ingosuka inpo ingosuka YYourselvest
osuks g ungosulka  Ythemselves?
na nasuka diuygelena God umo usuika na kondade edo ira
I myself I cut God he himself me helping deing it is dolng it
I cut myself, God alone, helps me,



The Pronoun as Agent

nanemi ane
inemi ined
unemi uned
nangomi nangal
ingomi ingod
ungomi wngod,

naneoi tea itera

we

tea

made

'We made the teat

(Short form) etena 'I (aid it) °

The Pronoun Expressing Accompaniment = Togestherment
namg ' with net imo namo  Tyou with me!

nangae Ywith met
nangas

ingae ‘'with you' (Singular)
mwgae  fwith him, hert
nansode ‘with us!

ingode 'with you! ~ (Plural)
wmzode  Twith themt

na ungae gegena

I with him

am talking

'T am talking with him!

6o4  AUGHMENTATIVES

umo nengae 'he with me?

ingae na  'T with you!
ha ungee 'I with him?
imo nangode Tyou with us?
na ingode I with you!

na wnzode 'T with them?

This is a group of words which are used in various ways fo augent the

neaning of an expression,

according to their distribution, but the boundaries sre not yet clear,
group currently includes words which in English would include Adjectives,

Time Words, Numerals and Colours,

and Verbs.

It is expected that these words will £all into classes

7

The

Adverbs,

Many of these words mey modify both Nounsg



tfrightened?

8

natopo Yall the time, ewry day

koturo *bumpy!

Eﬂii, thungry!

bengd ‘going up and down'
bouga ‘'heavy!

buri fquickly?

6.5 DEMONSTRATIVES

The demonstratives fall into three groups,
Those which start with - point out something 'right heref
Those which start with -~a point out something 'just there!

Thoze which start with =0 point out something lover therel

A fuller list may be seen in the dictionary, but the following are a
few examples.

oinda  Yheret

ainda  'there!

ounda Yover there!

eia eiswg T$his one heret
awg awswa  Tthat one there!
olg Oiawa 1tha+t one over there?

eml emipi fthis one here = instrument or agent!
ani. amimi ‘*that one there -~ intrument or agent!

omi omimi 'that one over there - instrument or agent?
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6.6 RELATORS

Some relators mey be used in two ways, either as question words or to relate
one clause to another. In this latter catesory, they would be somewhat
equivalent to the English Relative Pronoun,

ro ‘whai, or what?!

na ro imo gadesa adena
I what you will ssy I will do
'I will do what you say.!
zo esi
what are you doing?
"What are you doingt

nanjigo  Twhent

bonds  *where!

rawodo Fhow?

Other Relators simply relate}
ate 'but

awodo 1like +thatt

6+7 LOCATIVES

This group of words is used %o fix the location of something,

beneinda ‘'opposite!
heda tat the front!
demonda tat the sidet

goroto  ‘betweent

6.8 EXCLAMATIONS
aio they!
doio ‘tsorry!

eire 'here it ist
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6.9 CHOMATOPORIC WORDS

Several Onomatopoeic Words have been heard snd are included Just
for their interest, These are words, the sound of which, approximates the

sound of the action they describe.

dain ari 'to vibrate -~ the twang of an arrow being releasedt!

kipeto kapeto ari 'to rock back and forth!

tain fain ari *to kmock at the door?

duduln dudulu ari !4o cough and splutter ~ like a faulty car engine

-

7.0 THE STEN
The only significant feature which has been noted at Stem Tevel
relates to the Verb,

This has been described in the final paragraph of Section 6,1 (e)

8,0 CONCLUSION

The foregoing is by no meang a complete description, buk perhaps it
will get us started in understanding the Notu-Ewage Languags,

It could be asked, 'How did the patterns described in this paper,
comeé about in the language of ome of the world's ethnic minority groups?t

We would reply, 'When the Lord confused man's single language at
Babel and set up the mainstresm language families, He did not do it

haphazardly or without design, He did it beautifullyi?
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