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ABSTRACT

This thesis is about the grammar of Kayan Lahta, the people group who live in eastern
Myanmar, Kayan state and Shan state. Its language is under the Tibeto-Burman of
Karen branch spoken Myanmar. There are about 40 Kayan Lahta villages in Shan
state and Kayah state. Different Kayan Lahta villages speak different variety. This
research is based on the Kaung Htu variety spoken in southern Shan state.

This thesis is the first grammatical description of the Kayan Lahta. The thesis consists
of seven chapters. The first chapter describes the background information of the
language, historical background, population, location, religion, language and the
thesis methodology. The second chapter is about the phonology of the language.
Chapter three to the chapter six consists of grammatical information about Kayan
Lahta. These chapters contain discriptions of the word classes, noun phrase, simple
clause, and clause modification. The last chapter provides a summary of the thesis.

Data collection was done in only one village. An initial 500 word wordlist was used
for the phonological analysis. It was supplemented by new words discovered through
the text analysis. The wordlist was transcribed and recorded from a male speaker but
it has been confirmed with the other 3 male speakers and a female speaker. Three
Lahta stories and a set of grammatical questionnaire were collected for text and
grammar analysis.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Overview

The thesis is about the grammar of Kayan Lahta. Only a few books are written about
Kayan people or culture. The first grammar description of a Kayan language was
written by Kenneth Manson as a dissertation in 2010. Manson’s dissertation is based
on the Phekhon dialect spoken in southern Shan State. This thesis describes the
grammar of the Lahta language which is one of the subgroup of the four Kayan
groups spoken in southern Shan State and Kayah State. The Phekhon dialect which
is under the Kayan Lahwi and the Kayan Lahta language are not mutual intelligible.
The Kayan Lahta even speaks different dialects from village to village. The thesis is
based on the Kaung Htu variety of Kayan Lahta. Even though, it is based on the
Kaung Htu dialect, throughout the thesis, the researcher calls the language as the

Kayan Lahta language instead of the Kaung Htu dialect.

1.2 Summary

This thesis is a brief description of Kayan Lahta grammar. It consists of the seven
chapters. Chapter one is the introduction of the Lahta people, the language that they
are using, the historical background of the people, their religion and beliefs, their

population, their location and the traditional costume of Kayan Lahta.

Chapter two describes Lahta phonology. It presents the consonant and vowel

inventory, the tones and the syllable structure of the language.

Chapter three starts the grammatical analysis of the Kayan Lahta language. This
chapter covers the word classes of the language. Both major word classes and minor
word classes are discussed in this chapter. For major word classes, nouns, verbs,
adjectives and adverb are discussed. The minor word classes include pronouns,
classifiers, demonstratives, numbers, quantifiers, conjunctions, localizers and topic

markers.

Chapter four provides a description of noun phrases, adpositional phrases and

relative clauses. Noun phrase heads, possessives, adjectives, demonstratives,



quantifiers, numbers and classifiers are discussed in this chapter. Classifiers,

appositions and relative clauses are also included in this chapter.

Chapter five is about the simple clauses of the Lahta. Two clause types: non-verbal
clauses and verbal clauses are presented in this chapter. The five non-verbal clauses
are equative clause, attributive clause, existential clause, clausal possession and
quantification prediction. The four verbal clauses are intransitive clause, transitive
clause, motion clause and ditransitive clause. This chapter also discusses the coding

of semantic roles in the language.

In chapter six, the different kinds of sentence final elements that express the
semantic category of illocutionary force in Kayan Lahta are discussed. First, different
types of sentences including the declarative sentences, interrogatives sentences, and
imperative sentences are presented. The interrogatives are subdivided into content
questions and polar questions. Then ability sentences and negation are taken up.
Finally the sentence types including coordinate, subordinate, other minor types are

discussed.

The last chapter is the summary of each chapter and a discussion of the further

study that need to be done for Kayan Lahta.

1.3 Historical background
The Kayan are one of the Karen groups living in eastern Burma (Myanmar).
Linguistically, Kayan is a Tibeto-Burman language (Figure 1). Kayan Lahta is one of

the sub-groups under Kayan (Figure 2).



Tibeto-Burman

/N

Western Eastern
Northern Southern

TN N

Northwestern Northeastern Southwestern Southeastern

(Bodic, Himalayan) (Sinitic) (Burmic, Karenic) (Qiangic, Rung)

N

Lolo-Brumese Karenic

Figure 1 Classification of Sino-Tibetan (Matisoff 2003)



Karennic Northern Pa-O
Kayan Kangan (researcher’s mother tongue)
Lahta — Kaung Htu
Kekhu

Lahwi — Phekhon

Central — Eastern_— Kayah
XManu

Yintale

Western— Blimaw
wBre

Beba

Southern ————— Sagaw Mopwa

Paku
Wewaw
Monnepwa
Pho
Lekhe

Figure 2 Karen language relationship (adopted from Bradley 1997)

The Kayan Lahta mostly live in southern Shan state. There are a few Kayan Lahta
villages in Kayah state. Kayan Lahta people believe that they originally lived in
Babylonia then moved to Myanmar to a place called Tha Hton city together with the
Pa O. Tha Hton is situated in upper part of Myanmar. The Kayan Lahta and Pa O

were good friends and they lived together in Tha Hton for many years.



Their main occupation was hunting. The Kayan Lahta and the Pa O usually went
hunting together and shared what they got with each other. One day, when they
went hunting, the Pa O got an elephant and the Kayan Lahta killed a porcupine. The
Pa O shared the elephant meat with the Kayan. But the Kayan did not give any
porcupine meat to the Pa O as it was too small and not enough to share. Later, the
Pa O saw a big quill of the porcupine near the house of the Kayan Lahta. And they
thought the Kayan Lahta had gotten a very big animal from hunting and did not
share it. So the Pa O got angry. From that time, they could not live together
peacefully. So the Kayan Lahta moved to Shan state and Kayah state.

1.4 Location

The Kayan divide themselves into four groups: Kayan Lahwi, Kayan Ka Khaung,
Kayan Lahta and Kayan Ka Ngan. They are found in Karenni (Kayah) State around
Dimawso and Loikaw; in southern Shan State; in Mandalay’s Pyinmana Township,
and Karen state, Than Daung Township. There are also three Kayan villages in Mae
Hong Son Province, Thailand.

There are over 30 Lahta villages in Shan state and about 10 villages in Kayah state.
Kayan Lahta people mostly live in southern Shan state and they are also found in
northern Kayah state. The Kayah Lahta village are located in mountain regions,
3000 feet above sea level. Figure 3 Location of the Kayan Lahta in Myanmar shows

the two states in Myanmar where the Lahta people are living.
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India
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Figure 3 Location of the Kayan Lahta in Myanmar

1.5 Population

The number of Kayan is uncertain. For example, according to U Aung Roe (1993:21)
the Kayan population is about 40,000 in Shan State and 20,000 in Kayah State. Eden
Phan (2004) estimates the population at approximately 130,000. In Mae Hong Son
(Thailand) there are about 600 Kayan residing in the three villages open to tourists,
and in the Ban Mai Nai Soi refugee camp. The Ethnologue (Lewis 2009) gives the
population of the Kayan as 67,930. The Kayan Literacy Committee (2007) reports
that the population of the Kayan is about 200,000 and the Kayan Lahta at about
40,000.

They state that over 20,000 of Kayan Lahta are living in Shan state and about
10,000 are living in Kayah state. In Kaung Htu village, the population is 200 and
there are 50 households in the year 2011.



1.6 Religion and beliefs
The Kayan Lahta people are mostly Buddhist but they still practice their traditional
beliefs. There are about 8 villages which practice a traditional belief system but they

are not Buddhist. A few people are Christians, mostly Catholic.

Every year, they celebrate a ceremony called ‘Ka Khwan’. It is a celebration to the
creator of heaven and earth, ‘Nat’. Every year, before planting paddy rice, the Kayan
Lahta people gather outside the village, bringing a pig. Then, the ritual leader prays
to the creator of the heaven and earth, ‘Nat’, to bless the planting of paddy rice.
Then the pig is killed and sacrificed to ‘Nat’.

If someone gets sick, the family members bring a chicken to the ritual leader. Then
the ritual leader kills the chicken, and sacrifices to ‘Nat’, and prays for the sick

person to be cured.

e

Figure 4 The Traditional ‘Ka Khwan’ festival

1.7 Traditional dress and costume

The traditional dress of Kayan is different from group to group. The traditional dress
of Kayan Lahta is very different from the other three Kayan groups and it is more
similar to the traditional dress of central eastern Kayah. The Kayan Lahta people

plant cotton and make it into thread and weave it by hand for clothing. The Kayan



Lahta traditional dress is woven with white and red thread. For men, it is made into
a shirt and short pants. For women, a blouse is sewn with white thread into a long
piece of cloth having a red stripe. They wrap it around the waist unit under the knee
like a Burmese traditional longyi. The shirt and the blouse are decorated by a red

thread made like flowers.

Even though the new generation is taught how to weave, they no longer wear their
traditional dress. In this present time, the young people mostly wear the modern
Burmese dress. The traditional dress is only worn when they have special religious

ceremonies.

Kayan Lahta women have long hair grown since they are about ten years old. The
hair is knotted on the top of the head. They wear a white scarf decorated by a red
thread on the head. They have big, round earrings which are made of the silver.

Long strings which are made up of small white metal are put on the neck and also

wrapped on the wrist to look beautiful. The men also put it on their necks.

They may have different costumes and each carries different meaning. The tusk of
the wild pig is pieced with a white thread and put on the neck of the men. It is used
as a weapon when they encounter dangerous animals as they are hunting. Four or
five black threads are wrapped on the calf. By using these, they get much energy

when they climb the mountain.



04/01/2009 *

M ” 04/01/2009

Figure 6 The traditional dress of a Kayan Lahta woman



1.8 Language

Kayan is a language of Tibeto-Burman language of the Karen branch. The Kayan
divide themselves into four groups: Kayan Lahwi, Kayan Ka Khaung, Kayan Lahta
and Kayan Ka Ngan. All four groups, except for Kayan Lahta, speak mutual
intelligible dialects. According to a recent survey (reported in Manson 2010) Lahta

has a 25-30% difference in its lexicon to other Kayan dialects.

The Kayan Lahta speak different dialects from village to village—and these are not
always mutual intelligible. So when people from the different villages meet each
other, they use the Phekhon dialect, which is from the Kayan Lahwi group for
communication as it is the standard dialect of Kayan. For the younger generations,
they use the Burmese language. But the younger generations still speak their mother

tongue in their home and in their village.

The Kaung Htu dialect was chosen for the thesis because of the large population
among the Kayan Lahta. The second reason is that most people from Kaung Htu
village speak both the Phekhon dialect which is the standard dialect of the Kayan
and Burmese so it is easy for the researcher to communicate with them. Another
reason is that the research was recommended by the Kayan Literature and Culture

Committee which makes it is easy to travel.

1.9 Economy

For their living, the Kayan Lahta mostly plant paddy rice in rainy season. They also
plant corn and many kinds of beans. In summer, the women weave cloth and sell it
in the Phekhon market. Bamboo is used to make bowls, plates, baskets and mats and
to be sold at the market. Kayan Lahta people also breed animals like chickens, pigs

and cows at their houses to earn their living.

There is a place called the ‘Hall’ in a Lahta village. The women’s ‘Halls’ are
separated from the men’s. There are at least two ‘Halls’ for the men in every Lahta.
‘Halls’ for the women are built inside the village and ‘Halls’ for the man are usually
built at the outside of the village. The purpose of building at the outside of the
village is to protect the villagers from their enemies. People gather in ‘Halls’ to work

in daytime. The ‘Hall’ is also used for meetings.
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1.10 Education

The Kayan Lahta children usually go to Burmese government schools. There is at
least a primary government school in every Lahta village. After completing the
primary school, the children go to cities like Phekhon or Saung Pyaon and live with
other families for their education. For some children, they quit school after primary
level then work with their families in planting paddy rice as their parents cannot
afford to send them to the high school.

There are only a small percentage of Kayan Lahta people who finish high school and
attain degrees from university. A Kayan Literacy Comittee reports said that only 5%
of Lahta people finish high school.

In Kaung Htu village which is where the data collection was done, there is a primary
school. The language of instruction in school is Burmese. So it is difficult for the
childern to understand as only the Lahta language is used in their family. Because of
the language problem, the children quit school at the primary level. Up to 2012,
there are only two people from Kaung Wa village who have attained a degree from a

goverment university.

1.11 Scope and limitation
A wordlists was collected for phonological analysis and texts (folktales, history, first
person narratives, wordless book and procedural), questionnaires were collected and

participatory observations were done for grammatical analysis.

The data was collected from only one village, Kaung Htu as it is the easiest village to
access. Data collection was done during the 2 months. A 500 word wordlist was used
for the phonological analysis supplemented by new words discovered through the
text analysis. As the contact time was limited, a targeted grammar questionnaire

supplemented the text analysis.

The data was verbally translated into Burmese and the language assistant provided a
translation equivalent in Kayan Lahta. As there is no electricity in the village, no
computer could be used in a village. So I recorded as much speech as possible on a

minidisc recorder.

The researcher speaks the Pa Dan Khu dialect which is under the Kayan Kangan
group. But the Pa Dan Khu dialect could not be used to communicate with the

villager as the two dialects are not mutual intelligible. For this reason, the Phekhon
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dialect and the Burmese language which is the national language of the country
were used for data collection. It cannot be determined how widely this dialect is

spoken.

1.12 Benefits of the research

The benefits of this research will be to provide data for the Kayan Lahta grammar as
there is no research that has been done on this language. As Lahta is lexically
different from Pekhon (at least 25% different), the grammar of Lahta is expected to
determine if it is significantly different or not to the other dialects. And it will help
for making decisions about creating a different orthography from other Kayan

groups. It will also help documenting an undescribed and endangered language.
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This chapter is about the phonology of Kayan Lahta. A 500 item wordlist was used
in this data collection. The wordlist was transcribed and recorded from a male

speaker but it has been confirmed with three other male speakers and a female

speaker.

2.1 Consonants

2.1.1 Consonant inventory of Kayan Lahta
According to the data analysis there are 24 consonants in Kayan Latha. There are a

series of three plosives at four points of articulation, a series of nasals with four
points of articulation and eight fricatives with six points of articulation. Two

approximants are also found in this data. The consonant system in Kayan Lahta is

fairly symmetrical.

Chapter 2

Phonology

Table 1 Kayan Lahta consonant chart

I 8
c o
= 8= 5 | 2| _ | =
'S °o |B| 8 |®|lE| 5 |28
= | g2 |5 28|32 3 |2|8
o S |lal < |&|&| > |50
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Plosive - - -
p t k
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0 | s h
Fricative ] .
Sh
Approximant 1 j
2.1.2 Plosive

In Kayan Lahta, there are a series of three plosives: aspirated, voiceless and voiced;
with four points of articulation: bilabial, alveolar, velar and uvular. The plosive
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consonants occur with any vowel. They never occur as a second or third element in

a consonant cluster and they only occur syllable initial.
/p" / voiceless aspirated bilabial plosive
/pPad/ ‘father’ /p"e?4/ ‘kapok’ /p"i1/ ‘rice husk’ /p"a4/ ‘cough’
/p/ voiceless bibabial plosive
/plil/‘sea’ /plol/ ‘vomit’ /plalt"ad/ ‘old’ /pliibal/ ‘tongue’
/b/ voiced bilabial plosive
/bid/ ‘paddy rice’ /bel/ ‘wet rice field’ /banl/ ‘bamboo shoot’ /buitond/ ‘wash’
/t/ voiceless aspirated alveolar plosive
/t"an/ ‘sharp’ /t"]/ heavy’ /t"ul/ ‘bird’ /t"anl/ ‘burn’
/t/ voiceless alveolar plosive
/tanl/ ‘ant’ /te'nd/ ‘come’ /talqod/ ‘hide’ /talko/ ‘swallow’
/d/ voiced alveolar plosive
/de'yd/ “tight’ /dan/ ‘thick’ /dil/ ‘frog’ /don1/ ‘village’
/k/ voiceless aspirated velar plosive
/k"ul/ ‘head’ /kMal/ “bitter’ /k"anl/ ‘leg’ /k"i?1/ ‘tiger’
/Kk/ voiceless velar plosive
/kul/ ‘warm’ /kan?1/ ‘spider’ /kwan?1/ ‘trousers’ /kani0al/ ‘eggplant’
/q/ voiceless uvular plosive

/qul/ ‘snake’ /qal/ ‘gibbon’ /qallal/ ‘chin’ /qaical/ ‘cheek’
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The following are selections of minimal sets that show evidence for the different

plosive consonant phonemes.

/p/ and /b/

/plai/ ‘person’  /plui/ ‘child’
/blai/ ‘lazy’ /blul/ ‘dry’
/p"/ and /b/

/pPai/ ‘father’  /p"ai/ ‘cough’
/bai/ ‘at’ /bal/ ‘rest’
/p"/ and /p/

/pPil/‘rice husk’ /pPai/ ‘father’
/pil/’small’ /pai/ ‘kick’
/p/ and /t/

/pe'nl/ ‘forget’ /pai/ ‘kick’
/te'nl/ ‘porcupine’  /tal/ ‘fish’

/p"/ and /t/
/pPod/ ‘cough’
/tad/ ‘from’

/t%/, /t/ and /d/
/thal/ ‘iron’
/tal/ ‘fish’
/dal/ ‘can’

/t/ and /k/
/tjal/ ‘owner’
/kjai/ ‘market’

/k/, /q/ and /K"/
/kul/ ‘warm’
/qul/ ‘snake’
/kMul/ ‘head’

/pPai/ ‘father’
/tal/ ‘fish’

/t'a1/ ‘heavy’
/tal/ ‘scorpion
/dal/ ‘and’

’

/te'n1/ ‘porcupine’

/ke'n/ ‘thing’

/kal/ ‘ask’
/qal/ ‘gibbon’
/khal/ ‘bitter’

/pani/ ‘gong’
/banl/ ‘bamboo shoot’

/talphii/ ‘saliva’
/talpii/ “fly’

/pani/ ‘gong’
/tanl/ ‘ant’

/thul/ ‘bird’
/tul/ ‘firewood’
/dul/ ‘big’

/ta’l/ ‘fish’
/tal/ ‘ask’
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2.1.3 Nasal

Kayan Lahta has a series of nasals with four points of articulation, bilabial, alveolar,
palatal and velar. All the nasal consonants occur syllable initial in this data.
However, the voiced velar nasal /1/ is mostly found as a final consonant in Kayan
Lahta.

/m/ voiced bilabial nasal

/me'nl/ ‘correct’ /mal/ ‘wife’ /mul/ ‘sky’ /mod/ ‘do’

/n/ voiced alveolar nasal

/ne'nl/ ‘year’ /nand/ ‘sit’ /nsnl/ ‘sweet’ /nanImu?l/ ‘betel nut’

/n/ voiced palatal nasal
/nai/ ‘T /nani/ ‘weep’ /nwanl/ ‘neck’ /ngarl/ ‘mushroom’

/1/ voiced velar nasal
/nol/ ‘cost’ /malqil/ ‘sarong’ /6alpgai/ ‘laugh’ /algu?l1/ ‘boil’

All the nasal consonants can function as minor syllables. (See section 2.4.2)

See the examples below:

/m/ bilabial nasal
/mplil/ ‘buy’ /mbal/ ‘shoulder’ /mbil/ ‘feed/ /mjel/ ‘cat’

/n/ alveolar nasal

/ndil/ ‘weave’ /ntal/ ‘grass’, /2Inlail/ ‘choose’

/n/ palatal nasal
/n¢a?1/ ‘mushroom’ /o Incwil/ ‘speak’ /newil/ ‘stick’

/1/ velar nasal
/gkwagl/ ‘find’ /nqol/ ‘shave’

The pre-nasalized consonants are restricted. Except the bilabial nasal /m/ and the
velar nasal /1)/, the other nasals only occur with vowels or with the consonants

which have the same point of articulation. Nasal /m/ occurs with the consonants
/p/,/b/ and also with the approximants, /j/ and /w/. The velar nasal occurs with

the consonant /k/ and also with the voiceless uvular plosive /q/.
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/m/_[bilabial/approximant]
/n/-[alveolar]
/n/-[palatal]

/1/-[velar/uvular]

The following are minimal sets that show evidence for the different nasal consonant

phonemes.

/m/, /n/ and /p/

/msni/ ‘drunk’ /mal/ ‘wife’ /med/ ‘if’
/nsn4/ ‘smelly’ /nal/ ‘listen’ /ned/ ‘and’
/Noni/ ‘two’ /nai/ ‘T /ned/ ‘crocodile’
/m/ and /1/

/mai/ ‘disappear’ /mod/ ‘make’ /kolmil/ ‘tail’
/nal/ ‘top part’ /nol/ ‘cost’ /kalnid/ ‘now/

2.1.4 Fricative

There are voiced, voiceless and aspirated fricatives with six points of articulation:
labiodentals, dental, alveolar, post-alveolar, palatal, and glottal. They all are
contrastive. They always occurs syllable initial and never occur as the second or the

third element in a consonant cluster.

/f/ voiceless labiodental fricative
/fol/ belly /fa'l/ ‘throw’ /fil/ ‘light’

/v/ voiced labiodentals fricative
/val/ ‘bamboo’ /vagl/ ‘smooth’ /vol/ ‘make dry’ /vel/ ‘bee’

/9/ voiceless inter-dental fricative
/0il/ ‘alcohol’ /0sil/ ‘straight /0Oanl/ ‘tree’

/s%/ voiceless aspirated alveolar fricative
/stad/ ‘star’ /sPol/ ‘hard’ /sPan?l/ ‘elephant’ /standistal/ ‘sell’
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/s/ voiceless alveolar fricative

/siisalnd/ ‘carry’ /salthiH/ ‘run’ /salqol/ ‘rough’

/§/ voiceless post-alveolar fricative
/fol/ ‘take’ /fa?1/ ‘chicken’ /fwil/ ‘dog’

/¢/ voiceless palatal fricative
/col/ ‘wet’ /cuiga'l/ ‘cold’ /¢wel/ ‘pull’

/h/ voiceless glottal fricative
/hwil/ ‘whistle’ /he?1/ ‘spicy’ /hanl/ ‘soil’

The following are minimal sets that show evidence for the different fricative

consonant phones.

/f/ and /v/
/fol/ ‘steal’ /fall/ ‘throw’
/vol/ ‘dry’ /val/ ‘shiver’
/f/ and /0/
/fil/ ‘light’

/0il/ ‘alcohol’

/s/ and /sb/

/scol/ ‘needle’  /swa?l/ ‘six’
/sPol/ ‘hard’ /stal/ ‘sew’
/s/ and /§/

/swa?l/ ‘six’ /sallul/ ‘crawl’

/fwil/ ‘bone’ /fodlagl/ ‘flow’

/s"/ and /§/
/shal/ ‘hurt’ /sPol/ ‘hard’ /shul/ ‘eight’
/fal/ ‘chicken’  /fol/ ‘take’ /ful/ ‘suck’
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/sP/ and /6/
/shal/ ‘sour’
/0al/ ‘heart’

/t/ and /¢/
/fall/ ‘throw’
/ca'l/ ‘louse’

/v/ and /¢/
/ved/ ‘brother’
/cel/ ‘skinny’

/s/ and /¢/
/swa?l/ ‘six’

/cwai/ ‘spoon’

/s"/ and /¢/

/stul/ ‘six’

/cul/ ‘land leech’

/§/ and /¢/
/fwil/ ‘dog’
/¢wil ‘blood’

/v/ and /h/
/ve?l/ ‘full’
/he?1/ ‘spicy’

/0/ and /h/
/6al/ ‘people’

/hal/ ‘perfect’

/s/ and /h/

/s"an1/ ‘elephant’
/0ay/ ‘tree’

/fol/ ‘steal’
/col/ ‘wet’

/vol/ ‘dry’
/col/ ‘wet’

/kadsad/ ‘comb’
/qaical/ ‘cheek’

/stol/ ‘hard’
/col/ ‘wet’

/fwal/ ‘go’
/cwai/ ‘spoon’

/vagl/ ‘clean’
/hanl/ ‘soil’

/Banl/ ‘tree’
/hanl/ ‘soil’

/so'nl/ ‘mountain’

/ho'n1/ ‘call’

/fol/ ‘take’
/col/ ‘wet’
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/s"/ and /h/
/s"an1/ ‘elephant’
/hanl/ ‘soil’

2.1.5 Approximant
Kayan Latha has three approximants, /j/, /w/ and /1/. They all are voiced
consonants and they are contrastive. They are found syllable initial. They are also

found as the second and the third element in consonant cluster.

/j/ voiced palatal approximant

/jol/ ‘swollen’ /ja1/ ‘wind’ /jai/ ‘give’ /josnl/ ‘house’

/w/ voiced labial-velar approximant

/wil/ ‘delicious’ /lwal/ ‘tired’ /mwarl/ ‘pillow’

/1/ voiced alveolar lateral approximant
/lwil/ ‘think’ /lel/ ‘wide’ /lai/ ‘descend’

The following are a selection of minimal sets that show evidence for the different

approximant consonant phones.

/j/ and /w/
/mjanl/ ‘soft’
/mwanl/ ‘pillow’

/j/ and /1/
/pjani/ ‘get’
/mwapl/ ‘pillow’

/j/ and /h/
/joi/ Ay’
/hai/ ‘perfect’

2.1.6 Approximants in clusters
Approximants are found initially. They are also found as a second element. They

mostly occur with plosive and nasal consonants. The approximants /j/ and /w/ can

be found as a third element in consonant cluster.
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The following examples are the approximants that can be found as a second element

in a consonant cluster.

/V/

/plal/ ‘feet’

/blul/ ‘dry’
/kMonl1/  ‘then’
/nlal/ ‘choose’

/j/

/pjanl/ ‘like’
/mjani/ ‘mouth’
/tjal/ ‘owner’
/kjal/ ‘market’
/w/

/pwa'l/ ‘festival’
/mwaryl/ ‘pillow’
/thwal/ ‘pig’
/swa?l/ ‘six’
/lwil/ ‘think’
/fwil/ ‘dog’

The following two consonants /j/ and /w/, can be found as a third element in a

consonant cluster.
/pljuimal/ ‘lightning’
/newil/ ‘stick’

/shan?Iplwaibonl/  ‘elephant task’
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2.2 Vowels
There are 14 vowels - 9 monophthongs and 5 diphthongs. They all are voiced. The

vowel system is symmetrical. Kayan Lahta provides evidence for 10 monophthongs
with three degrees of vowel height for the front, central and back position. The front
and central vowels are unrounded and the back vowel is rounded. The vowel

inventory of Kayan Lahta is in table 2.

Table 2 Kayan Lahta vowels

Front | Central | Back
Close i i u
e o)
Close-mid 9
el o
2
Mid
ai
Open-mid | € 2
a
Open
ai

2.2.1 Monophthongs

Examples of each of the monophthongs is provided below.
/i/ close front unrounded vowel
/lwil/ ‘think’ /p"i1/ ‘rice husk’ /mil/ ‘face’ /plii/ ‘sea’

/e/ close-mid front unrounded vowel
/pel/ ‘cut’ /cwel/ ‘pull’ /he?l/ ‘spicy’ /fwe?l/ ‘seven’

/¢/ open-mid front unrounded vowel/

/salnel/ ‘what’ /led/ ‘go’ /jenl/ ‘cooked rice’ /nwed/ ‘name’

/a/ open back unrounded vowel
/jal/ ‘wind’ /pangl/ ‘pot’ /0anleal/ ‘fruit’ /thal/ ‘iron’
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/i/ close central unrounded vowel
/bid/ ‘paddy rice’ /mini/ ‘mother’ /kii/ ‘slip’ /mbil/ ‘feed’

/9/ close-mid central unrounded vowel
/Ja1/ ‘die’ /jal/ ‘old’ /janl/ ‘house’ /p"anl/ ‘near’ /nsl/ ‘sleep’

/9/ close-mid back unrounded vowel

)

/p"al/ ‘cough’ /malli1/ ‘morning’ /moanl/ ‘sun’ /tal/ ‘scorpion

/u/ close back rounded vowel
/thul/ ‘bird’ /pui/ ‘cow’ /ntui/ ‘smooth’ /t"ulBal/ ‘rabbit’ /sPui/ ‘leaf

/0/ close-mid back rounded vowel
/fol/ ‘steal’ /tsol/ ‘wet’ /mol/ ‘make’ /p"ol/ ‘tie’ /bori/ ‘pole’

/2/ open-mid back rounded vowel
/vaikMud/ ‘brother’ /pai/ ‘hit’ /k">4/ ‘another’

Apart from the close back rounded vowel /u/, all vowels occur with the velar nasal.

2.2.2 Diphthongs

There are four diphthongs in Kayan Lahta and they all are contrastive with the

monophthongs. They can occur with any consonants.

/el/  starts as a closed-mid frond unrounded vowel and concludes as a close front
unrounded vowel [e']:

/me'nl/ ‘correct’ /e'n?1/ ‘ginger’ /Be'nl1/ ‘weave’ /ke'l/ ‘road’

/al/  starts as a slightly advanced open unrounded vowel and concludes as a close
front unrounded vowel [a']:
/fall/ ‘throw’ /ca'l/ ‘louse’ /lwa'l/ ‘slow’ /alka'l/ ‘wing’

/0Y/  starts as a close-mid back rounded vowel and concludes as a close back

rounded vowel [0"]:
/lo'nJkid/ ‘sarong’ /lo'nl/ ‘stone’ /do"nl/ ‘village’ /salno"4/ ‘thumb’
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/o'/  starts as a mid central unrounded vowel and concludes as a close central
unrounded vowel [3']:
/bail/ ‘rest’ /0a'l/ ‘straight’ /nand/ ‘cry’ /ta'nd/ ‘three’

One more diphthong /a"/ is found in the data. But it only occurs in loan words from
Burmese and in proper names. For example:

/pja“ ni/ ‘move’ (loan word from Burmese)

/ka'nlthul/ ‘Kaung Htu’ (the name of the village)

2.2.3 Evidence for vowel contrasts
The following are selections of minimal sets that show evidence for the different

vowel phonemes.

/i/ and /e/

/pil/ ‘small’ /1il/ ‘book’ /cwil/ ‘blood’
/pei/‘cut’ /1el/ ‘wide’ /cwel/ ‘pull’

/i/ and /¢/

/1i1/ ‘shine’ /nii/ ‘long’ /njwil/ ‘snail’
/1ed/ ‘go’ /ned/ ‘crocodile’ /njwel/ ‘this’
/i/ and /i/

/pil/ ‘small’ /qil/ ‘rattan’

/bii/ ‘paddy rice’ /kid/ ‘slip’

/i/ and /u/

/il/ ‘excrement’ /mil/ ‘face’ /dil/ ‘frog’

/ul/ ‘drink’ /mul/ ‘sky’ /dul/ ‘big’

/i/ and /o/

/i/ ‘excrement’  /phil/ ‘give’ /fil/ ‘light’

/0l/ ‘have’ /phol/ ‘tie’ /fol/ ‘belly’
/i/ and /a/

/nii/ ‘long’ /nigl/ ‘five’

/nal/ ‘sleep’ /nani/ ‘weep’
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/e/ and /g/

/lel/ ‘wide’ /e?l/ ‘able’
/1ed/ ‘go’ /€?1/ ‘angry’
/e/ and /e'/

/e?1/ ‘able’ /lel/ ‘wide’

/e?1/ ‘ginger’  /le'nd/ ‘thousand’

/¢/ and /a/
/nted/ ‘slip’ /1ed/ ‘go’
/ntal/ ‘gress’ /1ai/ ‘hot’

/i/ and /9/
/phial/ ‘short’”  /diol/ ‘shallow’
/pPanl/ ‘near’  /danl/ ‘thick’

/i/ and /o/
/bii/ ‘paddy rice’ /kid/ ‘slip’
/bond/ ‘pole’ /kPonl/ ‘chair’

/u/ and /o/
/ul/ ‘drink’ /pul/ ‘cow’ /stul/ ‘eight’
/0l/ ‘have’ /pol/ ‘blunt’ /sPol/ ‘hard’
/u/ and /5/

/khul/ ‘warm’  /kPul/ ‘head’ /pul/ ‘cow’
/k24/ ‘then’ /k51/ ‘another’  /p2d/ ‘hit’

/u/ and /oY/
/stud/ ‘leave’ /lud/ “all

/so'nl/ ‘mountain’  /lo“n/ ‘stream’
/o/ and /23/

/pol/ ‘blunt’
/pai/ ‘hit’
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/0/ and /o%/
/dol/ ‘that’
/do'd/ ‘say’

/i/ and /ai/

/bid/ ‘paddy rice’

/bail/ ‘rest’

/9/ and /a/
/nsn4/ ‘smelly’
/mnani/ ‘sit’

/9/ and /a/
/pPod/ ‘cough’
/pPad ‘father’

/3/ and /a'/
/1ad/ “tall’

/nla'1/ ‘choose’
/a/ and /al/

/thal/ ‘iron’

/thall/ ‘weave’

2.3 Tones

/lod/ ‘follow’

/lo'nl/ ‘stream’

/1anl/ ‘fat’
/lanl/ ‘down’

/tal/ ‘scorpion’
/tal/ ‘fish’

/tad/ ‘from’
/ta'nl/ ‘three’

/1a?1/ ‘moon’

/1a'?1/ ‘always’

/sPol/ ‘hard’

/so'nl/ ‘mountain’

/j91/ ‘old’
/jal/ ‘hundred’

/qal/ ‘turtle’
/qai/ ‘rice seedling’

/lwal/ ‘tired’

/lwail/ ‘slow’

Kayan Lahta is a tonal language. There are 4 tones in Kayan Lahta and they are

contrastive. A glottal is considered as a tone instead of a phoneme as it only occurs

with a high tone. It is also called a cut tone. When the tones are changed, the

meaning changes also.

Low ()
Mid (1)

High (1)

High glottal (21)
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2.3.1 Contrasts

(1) low tone

/qal/ ‘gibbon’ /0al/ ‘know’ /me'nl/ ‘fire’ /vanl/ ‘clean’

(1) mid tone

/te'nd/ ‘come’ /jend/ ‘narrow’ /bani/ ‘cup’ /doni/ ‘say’

(D high tone

/pe'nl/ “forget’ /olwall/ ‘termite’ /nwanl/ ‘neck’ / nko'nl/ ‘sing’

(?1) high glottal

/ stan?1/ ‘look’ / fa?1/ ‘chicken’ /e'n?1/ ‘ginger’ /ve?1/ ‘full’

2.3.2 Evidence

The following are a selection of minimal sets that show evidence for the different

tones in Kayah Lahta.

() and ()
/qal/ ‘gibbon’
/qai/ ‘rice seedling’

/1/ and /1/
/vanl/ ‘clean’

/vanl/ ‘smooth’

/1/ and /?1/
/thanl/ ‘up’
/than?1/ ‘bear’

/1/ and /1/
/jend/ ‘narrow’

’

/jenl/ ‘cooked rice

/1/ and /?1/
/kani/ ‘fast’
/kan?1/ ‘spider’

/banl/ ‘bamboo shoot’

/bani/ ‘cup’

/thanl/ ‘up’
/than1/ ‘sharp’

/0Bil/ ‘alcohol’
/0i?1/ ‘know’

’

/0Be'nd/ ‘again

/0e'nl/ ‘weave’

/ved/ ‘brother’
/ve?l/ ‘full’
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/1il/ ‘book’
/li1/ ‘shine’

/fwil/ ‘dog’
/fwil/ ‘bone’

/thal/ ‘iron’

/tha?l/ ‘gold’

/do"n/ ‘say’
/do'n1/ ‘village’

/sPad/ ‘star’

/sPa?1/ ‘hurt’



/1/ and /21/
/stan1/ ‘elephant’ /mbal/ ‘shoulder’ /jol/ ‘deep’
/s"an?1/ ‘look’ /mba?1/ ‘porcupine’ /jo?l/ ‘lift’

The following sets provide the minimal contrasts for all tones in Kayan Lahta. The

first set is with the approximant /1/ and the second is the voiceless alveolar fricative.

/5/

/la/ /a/

/la/ ‘under’ /fal/ ‘insect’
/lai/ ‘hot’ /fo1/ ‘on’
/lal/ ‘time’ /§31/ ‘ten’
/1a?1/ ‘hot’ /§a21/ ‘water’

2.4 Syllable structure
The most common syllable structure of Kayan Lahta is CV. When a CVC syllable is

found, the voiced velar nasal /1/ is the only consonant that occurs in the coda. A
single vowel could form a syllable but very few words are formed by V in my data.

In the onset position, more than one consonant can occur.

In Kayan Lahta, there are two types of syllable structures: major syllables and minor

syllables.

2.4.1 Major syllable

The following is the maximum major syllable structure of the language. In the

structure, the consonant is represented by [C] and the vowel is by [V].

Syllable

N

Onset Rhyme

AN

Nucleus Coda

(CHEcHecy v (m)

Figure 9 Kayan Lahta syllable structure
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The following observations are terms of Kayan Lahta syllable structure: (symbols
refer to figure 7).

(6)) C, all consonant from Table 1 Kayan Lahta consonant chart occur in

this position.
(ii) C, /1/ /j/ and /w/ occur in this position.
(iii) G, /j/ and /w/ occur in this position.
Giv) V Every vowel occurs in this position.
) Only the velar nasal occurs syllable final
(vi) The glottal stop is considered a tone feature.
(vii)  Every syllable has tone. (not shown in diagram)
The following examples show different types of syllable structures in Kayan Lahta.

\Y

/i/ ‘excrement’ /e1/ ‘question’ /u/ ‘drink’ /ol/ ‘have’
Vi

/e'nl/ ‘ginger’ /anl/ ‘eat’ /alinl/ ‘shadow’

CVv

/tha1/ ‘heavy’ /keld/ ‘road’ /nal/ ‘listen’ /qal/ ‘gibbon’
CVy

/kPanl/ ‘leg’ /lanl/ ‘down’ /ponl/ ‘wait’ /donl/ ‘with’

CCv

/pli1/ ‘sea’ /qwal/ ‘scratch’ /kjal/ ‘market’ /lwil/ ‘think’
CCvy

/ple'nd/ ‘bottle’ /pjanl/ ‘like’ /mwanl/ ‘pillow’

CCCVv
/plwaibonl/ ‘elephant tusk’ /pljuimal/ ‘lightning’
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2.4.2 Minor syllable
There are two types of minor syllable structures: initial nasal, and the first syllable
of two-syllable word.

Initial nasal First syllable of two syllables
Nasal [/m/ or /n/ or /n/ or /1/] [C] 3 syllable
/mba-/ ‘shoulder’ /salnel/ ‘what’
/nqal/ ‘shave’ /talpil/ ‘fly’

/npwai/ ‘play’ /lalkwend/ | ‘east’

/malcii/ ‘friend’
/kals"od/ | ‘comb’
/alphid/ ‘skin’

2.5 Distribution of phones

2.5.1 Initial consonant-tone distribution
Table 3 Initial consonant-tone distribution provides a summary of the distribution

of initial consonants and tones. According to my data, all the tones are distributed

with all the consonants.

Table 3 Initial consonant-tone distribution

plpt|b|t|t|d|k|kt|q|m|n|pn|p|f|v]|O0]|s|s"|[f|¢c|h|L]|j|w

J+++++++++

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

_l++++++++++++++++++++++++

.I++++++++++++++++++++++++

?.|++++++++++++++++++++++++

2.5.2 Monophthong vowel-tone distribution
Table 4 Monophthong vowel-tone distribution summarises the distribution of vowels

and tones. In Kayan Lahta, the close central unrounded vowel /i/ and the open-mid
back rounded vowel /5/ do not occur with the high glottal /12/. The mid central

unrounded vowel /9/ does not occur with the low/]/ and /12/ tone.
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Table 4 Monophthong vowel-tone distribution

i e € a i 9 ) u o p)
] + + + + + + + + +
1 + + + + + + + + + +
1 + + + + + + + + + +
" + + + + + + +

Table 5 Kayan Lahta nasal rhymes distribution

Front | Central | Back
Close i in
Close-mid | eq oy on
Mid Bl
Open-mid | eg o1
Open an

2.5.3 Diphthong vowel-tone distribution
Table 6 Diphthong vowel-tone distribution shows the summary of the distribution of
diphthongs and the tones. According to the data, the high glottal /1?/ does not occur

with the two diphthongs /e'/ and /a'/. Moreover the mid tone /4/ is not found with the
vowel diphthong /e'/.

Table 6 Diphthong vowel-tone distribution

el al o" oi
] + + + +
. + + +
T + + + +
12 + +
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2.5.4 Consonant vowel sequences
The table shows the distribution of consonants and vowels. There are many gaps for

/¢/, /9/ and /3/. The open-mid front vowel /e/ never occurs with any fricatives nor
aspirated stope except /k"a/. The mid central vowel /o9/ and the open-mid back
vowel /5/ do not occur with most of the fricatives. The distribution chart indicates
that the fricative consonant is quite restricted. There is also many gaps for

diphthongs and they are also rare in the data.
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Table 7 Consonant vowel

d *

th *

t_-k

1:)h_.. b *

P_*

o 1 0O O «H O O O O O i~
N <
419%1245101
T M M O O <« «—H N~ G O
— (40} —

O «+€4 O © O O O N O «+H o

0
1
0
17
0
0
4
1
0
1
0

000ﬂ5191012
10121030271
112&5043010
© <« O M~ a1 N < M O «—

M M A < 4 O O < 4 N N
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2.6 Conclusion
This chapter discussed the analysis of the Kayan Lahta phonology. It presented the

consonant and vowel inventory, the tones and the syllable structure of the language.

Plosive, nasal, fricative, approximant and approximant in clusters were presented in
the consonant section. Monophthongs and diphthongs were presented in the vowel
section. Major syllable structure and minor syllable structure were discussed under
the syllable structure. Finally, the distribution of phones that include initial
consonant-tone distribution, monophthong vowel-tone distribution, nasal rhymes,

diphthong vowel-tone distribution and consonant vowel sequences were presented.

35



Chapter 3
Word Classes

This chapter describes different word classes in Kayan Lahta. There are two primary
word class categories, major word class and minor word classes. Nouns, verbs,

adjectives and adverbs are considered the major word classes. Pronouns, classifiers,
demonstratives, numerals, quantifiers, conjunctions, localizers and topic marker are

considered the minor word classes.

3.1 Major word classes

The four major classes: nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs are discussed in this
section. In the noun section, proper nouns, common nouns, compound nouns,
abstract nouns and nominalizers are included. Compound nouns are sub-divided into
subordinate compounds, attributive compounds, coordinate compounds and
idiomatic compounds. Transitivity, aspect and modals are included in the verb

section.

3.1.1 Nouns

In Kayan Lahta, a noun is a word class that refers to both of concrete and abstract
ideas. It is a word class whose members function as a head in a noun phrase. The
head noun is modified by the other elements such as adjectives, numerals and
classifiers. It refers to the same entity that the whole phrase refers to. Examples (1)

and (2) show noun phrases in which a common noun functions as the head.

(D) fwil dul taipd da?]
dog big three clf

N ADJ NUM CLF
‘three big dogs’
2) jonl du/ Wil mai
house big  four clf
N ADJ NUM CLF

‘four big houses’
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In these two noun phrases, (1) and (2), the nouns, fwi/ ‘dog’ and jon. ‘house’

function as heads and they are followed by adjectives, numerals and classifiers.
The schema for a noun is:
[Nyeap (ADJ) (QNT) (NUM) (DEM) (CLF)]y

This means that nouns are optionally followed by these elements: adjectives,

quantifiers, numbers, demonstratives and classifiers.

3.1.1.1 Proper noun

In Kayan Lahta proper nouns express the name of the person or place. They do not
occur with numerals. A proper noun refers to a specific individual person or place.

Examples below show proper nouns that express the name of a specific person.

(3) a'’?l 0o vl
Ai hungry
N.PROP \

‘Ai is hungry.’

The nouns that express a place can co-occur with a common noun such as a place,

village, mountain etc.
The following are examples of proper nouns that express a place.

(4) do'nl palpa'l
village Papai
N NPROP

‘the village Papai’

(5) do'n1 tjui
village Tju
N NPROP
‘the village Tju’

In Kayan Lahta, proper nouns can be associated with titles. For people, the title
precedes the proper noun. But, for the other proper nouns, the title can either

precede or follow the noun.
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(6) mu/ a'?/
miss Ai
TITLE  N.PROP

‘Miss Ai’
(7) *a®?1 mu
Ai miss

N.PROP TITLE
‘Mu AY’

In example (6), the title precedes the proper noun that expresses a person, a’?7. It is
unnatural for the proper noun that expresses a person to precede the title as shown
in example (7). The title can precede or follow the other proper noun as in examples
(8) and (9).

(8) do'yl palpaid
village Papai
N N.PROP

‘Papai village’

(9) Palpaii do'nl

Papai village
N.PROP N
‘Papai village’

3.1.1.2 Common nouns
In Kayan Lahta, a common noun names people, places, things, or ideas. Different

from proper nouns, a common noun is usually found with a classifier or with both
number and classifier. Sometimes it can be found with a possessive pronoun. The

following examples show common nouns that occur with related classifiers.

(10) JwiJ wi/  da?l
dog four clf
N NUM  CLF

‘four dogs’

(11) 6alkwalbal wil madl
mango four clf
N NUM  CLF

‘four mangos’
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(12) platbaltal ponyi plal
child two clf
N NUM  CLF
‘the two children’

In example (10), the classifier da?] is used for the large, four-legged animal. The
classifier ma is for the fruit as shown in example (11). The human classifier, pla/ is

associated with a human in example (12).

In example (13), a common noun occurs with a possessive pronoun.
(13) vei mal

2s wife
PRO N
‘your wife’

In Kayan Lahta, a common noun can be found with only a classifier and no number
if it denotes the number one or when the noun has been previously introduced. See

the example below.

(14) plaibajtal plai

child clf
N CLF
‘the/a child’

In the example above, the common noun, plafbajta/ ‘child’ is directly followed by
the classifier plaf without any number. The meaning is that there is only one child.

Or if it is in a story, the child has been previously introduced.

3.1.1.3 Compound nouns
A compound noun in Kayan Lahta is made up of two or more words. Most

compound nouns in Kayan Lahta are formed by nouns modified by other nouns or
adjectives. These are very common in this language. Compound nouns can be
divided into subordinate compounds, attribute compounds, coordinate compounds

and idiomatic compounds.

3.1.1.3.1 Subordinate compound

Subordinate compounds are derived from relationships that often are marked by the
possessive in English. There are many relationships included in the idea of

subordination.
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a) Both elements are nouns and the first noun functions as the larger whole of
which the second noun is a part of. [N-N],

(15) 6anJ-6al
tree-fruit
N-N

“fruit’

(16) Oonl-kwil
tree-root
N-N

‘root’

(17)  tul-rwid
bird-sparrow
N-N

‘sparrow’

b) The first element is noun and the second element is also noun that occurs as
a localizer. They are historically nouns but now in Kayan Lahta they only
occur as locations. [N-LOCZ]

(18)  jonl-k'ul
house-top
N-LOCZR

‘roof’

(19) lo“pJ-ku?l
stone-inside
N-LOCZR

‘cave’

c) The first element is a noun and the second element is a verb with the resulting

nominal specifying one type of action normally denoted by the verb. [N-V]

(20) ta+-mod
thing-do
N-V

‘work/job’
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3.1.1.3.2 Attributive compounds
Attributive compounds are derived from a modified noun phrase where one element
modifies the head element. [N-ADJ]

21) [fa?T-nomJ
water-sweet
N-ADJ

‘coffee’

(22) banyi-t'ud
weapon-long
N-ADJ

‘spear’

(23) bii-pon)
bean-rotten
N-ADJ

‘soybean’

3.1.1.3.3 Coordinate compounds
A coordinate compound is composed by two elements that have the same meaning

or the opposite meaning and neither can be clearly identified as the head.

24) voi-ved
younger-elder
N-N

‘sibling’

(25) moini-phai
mother-father
N-N

‘parents’

(26) pial-lod
short-tall
ADJ-ADJ
‘high’
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3.1.1.3.4 Idiomatic compounds
Idiomatic compounds are those whose meaning cannot be predicted from the

internal parts. There are very few examples of idiomatic compounds in this Kayan

Lahta data.

27) ¢wil-fa?1
blood-water
N-N

‘energy’

3.1.1.4 Abstract nouns

Another class of nouns is abstract nouns. Abstract nouns might express emotion. In
Kayan Lahta abstract nouns are formed by adding the nominalizer ta/ to verbs or
adjectives. They cannot be used with classifiers or numerals. The following are

examples of abstract nouns.

(28) tals"anipulvel
love
N

‘love’

29) tallwil
think
N

)

‘thinking

(30) talbla+
lazy
N

‘laziness’

In examples (28) and (29), ta/ is added to the verbs, s"anlp"uivel ‘love’ and Iwil
‘think’ to form the abstract noun. Similar to this, ta/ is added to the adjective bla+
‘lazy’ to form the abstract noun ta/blaf ‘laziness’ in example (30). The nominalizing

use of this prefix is discussed in section 3.1.1.5.
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3.1.1.5 Nominalizers
tal and 2/ are two nominalizers in Kayan Lahta. The ta/ nominalizer is used for verb

nominalization. 2/ changes not only an adjectives but also verbs into a noun.

Table 8 Verb nominalization

Examples | Gloss Example | Gloss
a. | mo4 ‘make/do’ | taimoJ ‘job/ work’
b. | ap/ ‘eat’ talan/ ‘food’
c. | ind ‘shadowy’ | aJin/ ‘shadow’
d. | s"an?7 ‘join’ als"an?1 | ‘joint’

Table 9 Adjective nominalization

Examples | Gloss | Examples | Gloss
a. | bul ‘white’ | aJbul ‘whiteness’
b. | bwan/ ‘fat’ albwan ‘grease’
c. | b1 ‘tall’ allo1 ‘highness’
d. | phial ‘short’ | alphial ‘shortness’

In other Kayan dialects, a nominalizer nominalises not only the word but also a

phrase. But no example is found in this Kayan Lahta data.

3.1.2 Verbs and verb morphology

In this section, verb and verb morphology are discussed.

3.1.2.1 Copula

In Kayan Lahta, copulas are used to link the subject to the complement. The

following table give the different copula used in different situation. See 5.3.1.
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Table 10 Copulas in Kayan Lahta

Locative copula o/

Existential copula | o/

Equative copula | mwa

3.1.2.2 Aspect and modals

Kayan has no grammatical tense marking. Aspects and modals are used to make
temporal distinctions in Kayan Lahta. This section shows different aspects and

modals in Lahta. Aspect and modals are discussed in chapter 6.

Table 11 Aspect in Kayan Lahta

Aspect | Meaning

ha1 complete See 6.3.1
ka'{ negative result | See 6.10.7
o/ on going See 6.3.3
mjan It"a+ | finish See 6.3.2
dal ability See 6.3
moJ cause See 6.6

3.1.3 Adjective

In Kayan Lahta, adjectives are the words that modify nouns or noun phrase in a
sentence. They identify, describe or qualify the nouns. They are preceded by the
head noun that they modify and followed by the classifier or a quantifier phrase in a

noun phrase. The following examples are adjectives that modify nouns.

(31) plui pil  plal
child small clf
N ADJ  CLF

‘a small child’
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(32) jonl dul wil madt
house  big  four clf
N ADJ NUM CLF

‘four big houses’

In examples (31) and (32) the adjectives pil ‘small’ and du/ ‘big’ follow the nouns,
plui ‘child’ and jonJ ‘house’ and precede the classifier pla/ and the quantifier phrase

wi/ ma ‘four house’.

The following examples are predicative uses in sentences.

(33) p"w?l plal mel  blad

son clf top lazy
N CLF TOP ADJ

‘The son is lazy.’

34) Jwil koaJmiJ b+
dog tail long
N N ADJ
‘dog’s long tail’ or ‘The dog’s tail is long.’

In example (33), the adjective follows the topic marker meJ. In the example (34), the

topic marker is omitted.

3.1.4 Adverb
In Kayan Lahta, adverbs are the words that modify verbs in a sentence. They can

also modify adjectives and other adverbs.

In example (35), the adverb modifies the verb and it follows the verb.

(35) p'ul daJ plal mpani latkwadlo)
father  conj father sit together
N CO.CONJ N \% ADV

‘The father and the son are sitting together.’

Most of the adverbs are reduplicated. In this case, having two adverbs means ‘very’.

see example (36).

(36) bolul Iwapl lwa4 lIwa4 stagl
PaO run  slowly slowly elephant
N.RPOP V ADV ADV N

‘Pa0 runs very slowly after the elephant.’
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3.2 Minor word class
The minor word classes: pronouns, classifiers, interrogatives, demonstratives,

quantifiers, conjunctions and localizers are discussed in this section.

3.2.1 Pronoun
A pronoun is a pro-form that can replace a noun, noun phrase or another pronoun. If

the noun has been already mentioned, a pronoun is used to avoid repetition in the

discourse.

(37) a'?l polman) mul
Ai dream Mu
NPROP V N.PROP

‘Ai dream of Mu.’

(38) ved nolman) pnai
2s dream 1s
PRO \% PRO

‘You dream of me.’

In example (38) the second person singular pronouns ved substitutes for the proper
noun a'?7 of example (37) and the first person pronoun niaf substitutes the proper

noun muJ.

3.2.1.1 Personal pronouns
A personal pronoun refers to a person or thing. A pronoun form may change

according to the gender, number or person of the pronoun referent. In some
languages, subject personal pronouns have to be changed in order to be used as
object personal pronouns. In English, personal pronouns are distinguished by person
and their grammatical roles as subject or object. Different from English, subject
personal pronouns cannot be lexically distinguished from object person pronouns in

Kayan Lahta.

(39) nai nolmanl ved
1s dream 2s
PRO \Y% PRO

‘T dream of you.’
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(40) ved nolmanl pai
2s dream 1s
PRO \Y PRO

‘You dream of me.’

By looking at the two examples (39) and (40), it is clear that the subject personal
pronoun for the first person singular is naf and the object personal pronoun is also
nai. Likewise, the subject personal pronoun for the second person singular is ve{ and

the object personal pronoun is also ved.

In Kayan Lahta, 2"! and 3™ personal plural pronouns are derived by adding the
suffix pdoJ to the singular form. And the 1* personal plural pronoun is derived by
adding the puf to the singular form.

Table 12 Personal pronouns in Kayan Lahta

Singular | Plural
First person nad naipud
(Inclusive)
Second person | vel velndod
Third person mplal mplaldo]

In Kayan Lahta, pronouns replace not only noun phrase, they can replace a single
noun. In these examples, the noun (42) and noun phrase (43) are replaced by the

personal pronoun.

(41) polk™?1 poni plal ol bkwadlo] jon!  ku?l
man two clf exist together  house in
N NUM CLF V ADJ N LOCZR

‘The two men live together in a house.’

(42) mplaldo pnoni plal ol loJkwadlo] jon)  ku?l
3pl two clf exist together  house in
PRO NUM CLF V ADJ N LOCZR

‘The two of them live together in a house.’
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(43) mplaldo] ol lolkwadlo] jond  ku?l
3pl exist together  house in
PRO \% ADJ N LOCZR

‘They live together in a house.’

3.2.1.2 Interrogative pronouns
Interrogative pronouns are used to ask questions. The following are the interrogative

pronouns in Kayan Lahta.

Table 13 Interrogative pronouns in Kayan Lahta

Form Gloss
same] who
salnel what

t'ul dolmal k"'¢1 | when (future)

pjmJ do1mal k"1 | when (past)

mbe where
pwel why
a?’ls"a+ how many

The follow examples show interrogative pronouns which are used in questions.

(44) ved mo{  salnel
2s do what
PRO \% Q
‘What are you doing?’

(45) ved naind &1 baJ safnel
2s cry quest happen  why
PRO \% Q \ Q
‘Why do you cry?’

In Kayan Lahta, ¢ is the interrogative marker which is used to ask questions that

have a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer.
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(46) fu?Tk"ind  njond & 0i?1
Phekhon language quest know
N.PROP N Q \%

‘Do you know Phekhon language?’

(47) vedl & and  mjonit'ad jenl
2s quest eat  finish cooked-rice
PRO Q \% \% N

‘Have you finished eating?’

In the examples (46) and (47), €7 is used to ask the question. The interrogative

marker &1 is always followed by the verb in both examples.

3.2.1.3 Possessive pronouns

Possessive pronouns are used to indicate possessing by a person of things or another

entity.

Table 14 Possessive pronouns in Kayan Lahta

Person | Number | Possessive pronouns
1% singular | naf

2nd vel

3 mpla’

1 plural naindo/

2nd velndo1

3 mplaTndo4

In Kayan Lahta, the words used for personal pronouns and possessive pronouns are

the same. As with personal pronouns, the singular form can be change into the

plural form by adding the suffix, ndo- to the singular possessive pronouns.

(48) nad jond  dul wil madt
1s house big  four clf
POSS N ADJ NUM CLF

‘my four big house’
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(49) mplaindoi joyl dul Iwil mad
3pl house big  four clf
POSS N ADJ NUM CLF

‘their four big houses’

The examples (48) and (49) show possessive pronouns in noun phrases. In a noun
phrase the possessive pronouns occur before the possessed noun, typically in the

initial position. (see section 4.1.2)

3.2.2 Classifiers

Many languages from South East Asia are languages that have classifiers. Kayan
Lahta is also a language that has classifiers. Classifiers are used when the nouns are
being counted or specified. Several types of classifiers: sortal classifiers, measure

(mensural) classifiers, collective classifiers and auto classifiers are discussed.

3.2.2.1 Sortal classifiers

Sortal classifiers occur with a numeral or quantifier: they rarely occur with
demonstratives. This type of classifiers forms a semantically based system of

classifying nouns base on some distinctive feature.

The follow example shows different nouns that associated with the different sortal
classifiers. The gloss associated with the classifier suggests what the distinctive

semantic feature is.

janJta?Tbon/qil/nta+/pletkul bon-

candle/cane/grass/house lizard clf-long

(50) janltta?Tbon aJ-bon

candle one-clf
N NUM-CLF
‘a candle’
moind/p"ul/p"ai/ved/paimoi plal

mother/child/father/elder brother/woman clf-human

(51) palmod al-plal

woman one-clf
N NUM-CLF
‘a woman’
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mjel/t"'wal/tan Jka?1/t"ulOal/fwil da?1
cat/pig/monkey/rabbit/dog clf-animal
(52) Jwil al-da?1
dog one-clf
N NUM-CLF
‘a dog’

Table 15 Sortal Classifiers in Kayan Lahta

Classifiers | Alternative Common semantic Examples
lexical use elements
ma- -round things -ring, pot, mortar
-fruit -mango, egg plant
-insect -spider, louse, ant
-thing made of -door, house, table
wood/house
baJ -small animals -frog, fly, bird
-body part on head -teeth, ear, tongue
-weapons -knife, spear
bon4 -long things -bamboo, snake, leg,
hand, needle, spoon
da?1 -animal tiger, barking deer,
rabbit, gibbon, rat, dog,
cat, pig, cow
[Yan body hair -body hair -hair, eyebrow, feather
p'lon seed -small round things -seed, eye
bla{ -flat things -blanket, clothing,
trousers, mat
plaJ person -person -person, spirit
phal ashes ? -fire, rice field,

3.2.2.2 Measure (measural) Classifiers

Measure classifiers occur with a numeral or quantifier: they rarely occur with

demonstratives. Semantically, measure classifiers measure nominals as containers,

lengths, weights, parts and time periods. In this case, nouns denoting quantities are

used as the classifiers.
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(53) phil toind el
rice.husk three bag
N NUM  CLF

‘three bags of rice husk’

Table 16 Measure Classifiers in Kayan Lahta

Classifiers | Meanings

el basket/bag

kalland bucket

by load

3.2.2.3 Collective Classifiers
Collective classifiers are used to show the group of the nouns. These could be
considered a type of measure classifiers. This is the most common way that the

Kayan Lahta codes the count-mass distinction. Collectives normally occur with the
numeral one.

(54) Jitsa? 1 aJ-blon1
mushroom  one-pile
N NUM-CLF

‘a pile of mushroom’

(55) plaJ al-pui
people  one-group
N NUM-CLF

‘a group of people’

3.2.2.4 Auto-classifiers
Auto-classifiers are very common in Kayan Lahta. Auto-classifiers mean the

classifiers that are formed by repeating the head noun or the last syllable of the head
noun.

Manson (2010:220) defines auto-classifiers as a semi-open class with any

monosyllabic word occurning as the head noun being able to be used as a classifier.
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Restrictions depend on how well known the generalised classifier is for that referent.

Often the head noun is omitted when it is classified with an auto-classifier.
The followings are examples that show auto-classifiers.

(56) miit'al toind  miit"al
forehead three forehead
N NUM CLF

‘three foreheads.’

(57) lo'nt-ku?l toipd ku?l
stone-hole  three hole
N-N NUM CLF

‘three caves’

Table 17 Auto-classifiers in Kayan Lahta

Classifier nouns | Meaning
Jwil rib

nay Ttu/ forest
Oan/ tree

laJ leaf

mi+ t"aJ forehead
miphi/ eyelid
foiplil intestines
do'pl village
tsol diaJ elbow
pho?1 flower
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3.2.3 Demonstratives
Two demonstratives are found in Kayan Lahta. The plural forms are derived by

adding the prefix jaJ/ to the singular form. The demonstrative adjectives are used to
point out the specific nouns in the context.

(58) Jwil pwel  da?l
dog this  clf
N DEM CLF
‘this dog’

(59) Jwil jolpwel  lwil  da?]
dog these four clf

N DEM NUM  CLF
‘these four dogs’

In example below, the demonstrative pronoun replaces the noun.

(60) jalnpwel mel  mplal [will
these top her dog
DEM TOP POSS N

‘These are her dogs.’

The demonstrative pronouns can be seen in Table 18.

Table 18 Demonstrative pronouns

this | gwe/

these | jofywe/

that | doJ

those | joJdoJ

54



3.2.4 Numbers and Quantifiers
This section describes numbers and quantifiers.

3.2.4.1 Numbers

In Kayan Lahta, the numbers 1 to 9 have a monomorphemic form. They can be
combined with the numeral bases to form the larger numbers. For example, if they
appear before the numeral base f27‘10’, then the result is 10 times the numbers

value as in example.

(61) tain+-fal
three-ten
NUM-NUM
‘thirty’

The frame for numbers is:

[N cif]

Table 19 Number in Kayan Lahta

Number | Gloss
o] one
nond two
toin three
lwil four
ninJ five
s“a?l six
el seven
s"ul eight
k"wiT nine
fal ten
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Number | Gloss

alfal eleven

foTnand twelve

Joltein1 | thirteen

follwil fourteen

foTnin fifteen

fols¥a?l | sixteen

falf™e?1 | seventeen

fols"ul | eighteen

folk"wil | nineteen

3.2.4.2 Quantifiers

Quantifiers in Kayan Lahta are as shown in Table 20.

Table 20 Quantifiers in Kayan Lahta

Quantifiers in Kayan Lahta Gloss
alpud every
goital many
lud all
mna- some
alkwa half
baJ¢a ltan4 few

The quantifier apuf ‘every’ precedes the verb or follows the verb with a slight

change in meaning.
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(62) al-nand ku?l alpu alpu [foi loJ
one-day within every every die together
NUM-N LOCZR QNT QNT V ADV

‘Every person dies within one day.’

(63) al-pant ku?1  fod loJ alpu alpu
one-day within die together  every every
NUM-N LOCZR V ADV QONT QONT

‘Every persons die within one day.’

In the two examples, the quantifier precedes the verb in the first example and
follows the verb in the second example. In the first example, the speaker emphasizes
on the quantifier ‘every’ when the second example emphasizes the verb ‘die’.

Similarly in (63), everything is destroyed but no degree of distinction is entailed.

(64) ballan/ pkad lud
things destroy  all
N \% QNT

‘All things are destroyed.’

3.2.5 Conjunctions
Conjunctions connect two words, two phrases, two clauses or two sentences.

Conjunctions can be divided into two subclasses: coordinators and subordinators.
Words that connect conjuncts with the same function in the sentence are
coordinators. Words that connect conjuncts with different functions are

subordinators.

3.2.5.1 Coordinators

Coordinators connect conjuncts with the same functions in the sentence. In Kayan

Lahta, da/ is the coordinator that is mostly often used.

(65) tap?l dal Jwil
bear and dog
N CO.CONJ N
‘the bear and the dog’

57



(66) plal plal anl  jenl daJ ul oi/
person  clf eat cooked-rice  and drink alcohol
N CLF V N CO.CONJ V N

“The man eats rice and drinks alcohol.’

(67) talpii  bal  jal dal Jwil  do?1 e stap?]
fly clf fly and dog clf go see
N CLF V CO.CONJ N CLF V V

‘The fly flew and the dog looked.’

In the above examples show the conjunction da/ is used to connect the different
elements that have the same syntactic category. In the example (65), the conjunction
connects the two nouns. In the example (66), it connects the two verb phrases and it

connects two sentences in the example (67).

3.2.5.2 Subordinators

Words that connect conjuncts with different functions are subordinators. The two
subordinators, ko{ and maJrafme./ introduce the clause that shows either result or

reason. See the examples below.

(68) palmol plal jal van) ko than/ anl  maniol
girl clf not  clean so.that ascend eat wrong
N CLF NEG ADJ  SUB.CONJ V \% ADJ

‘The girl is inappropriate to sacrifice.” (Lit:The girl was not clean so that the

spirit ate inappropriately.)

(69) plaibaitaljal pjen 1 malraimel  jal mbil loJkan/
children not  feeling-well  because not  sacrifice  spirit
N NEG \% SUB.CONJ NEG \% N

‘Children are not feeling well because (the villagers) do not sacrifice to the

spirit.’

In the example (68), the subordinator connects the two clauses where the one is the
result of the other. In example (69) the the two clauses are connected by the

subordinator while the one is the reason of the other.

Also no conjunction only juxtaposition, can also be used to connect the two

elements. In example (70) no conjunction is used to connect the two clauses.
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(70) plui plal fol safywei  bal  vapl talpif bal
child clf take  chair clf hit fly clf
N CLF V N CLF V N CLF
‘The child took the chair then hit the fly.’

3.2.6 Localizers and prepositions
Localizers provide specific location information. In Kayan Lahta, localizers appear at

the end of locational phrases.
Frame for localizers:
[NP LOCZR]

(71) t'wl ba/ ol Oany)  fol
bird clf exist tree on
N CLF V N LOCZR
‘The bird is on the tree.’

(72) jenl o/ kallan/  ku?l
rice exist plate inside

N \% N LOCZR

‘The rice is inside the plate.’

(73) mjel do?7 ol taJman) laJ
cat clf exist basket under
N CLF V N LOCZR
‘The cat is under the basket.’

These three examples show the localizers in Kayan Lahta.

Kayan Lahta has only three prepositions. Two prepositions da1 or ba+ can co-occur
with a localizer in a locational phrase to indicate the location. They precede the
locational phrase and follow the verb. Example (71) and example (74) have the

same in meaning.

(74) t'ul bal ol doi  Oanl [ol
bird clf exist prep tree on
N CLF V PREP N LOCZR
‘The bird is on the tree.’
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Or
tu/  bal ol bai  Oanl fod
bird clf exist prep tree on
N CLF V PREP N LOCZR
‘The bird is on the tree.’

Similar to example (74), da1 or bai can occur in examples (72) and (73), before the
locational phrases and after the verbs. The third preposition da/ is used for

instruments and accompaniment. It is discussed more in section 5.3.3.7.

3.2.7 Topic marker

me] is a topic marker which specifices what argument is the old information. The
topic marker marks the topic in a sentence. In example below, the topic no7 s"a1ta1
kla is marked by the topic marker, meJ. It is ungrammatical to mark the

complement as in example (77).

(75) nol sMata kla+ mel  salkand
sleep dark inside top afraid
\Y% ADJ LOCZR TOP \%

‘Sleeping in the dark makes me afraid.’

(76) *salkani mel pol  stodtod klai
afraid top sleep  dark inside
\% TOP V ADJ LOCZR

‘Sleeping in the dark makes me afraid.’

The topic marker can not occur between head noun and adjective in a noun phrase.
In example (77) the whole noun phrase is marked by a topic marker. It is
ungrammatical for the topic maker to insert the head noun and the adjective as in

example (78).

(77) stapl dul  da?1 mel  balul lwan. pid
elephant big clf top PaO g0 get
N ADJ CLF  TOP N.PROP V \
‘The big elephant was hunted by PaO.’

(78) *s"ayl mel  dul  do?] baJul lwanl pid
1

elephant  top big clf PaO go get

N TOP  ADJ  CLF N.PROP  V \%

‘The big elephant was hunted by PaO.’
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Example (79) is the clearest example as the pronoun na- is resumed after me-.

(79) nai mel pai  salkapd  kM?l
1s top 1s afraid tiger
PRO TOP PRO V N

‘T am afraid of a tiger.’

3.3 Conclusion

This chapter discussed many of the word classes in Kayan Lahta. The word classes
were divided into two groups: major word class and minor word class. In the first
section, major word class including nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs were
discussed. The minor word classes: pronouns, classifiers, demonstratives, numbers,
quantifiers, conjunction, localizers and prepositions were then discussed in another

section.
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Chapter 4

Noun Phrase

This chapter focuses on different types of noun phrases. It will describe how nouns

and other constituents are structured within noun phrases.

4.1 Noun Phrase

A noun phrase only requires a noun in Kayan Lahta. Demonstratives, possessive
pronouns, quantifiers, classifiers, numbers and adjective are optional. It is most
natural for a noun to be followed by classifier in Kayan Lahta. There can be more

than one adjective in a noun phrase.

The noun phrase schema in Kayan Lahta is:

[(NPposs) N (REL CL) (ADJ Phrase)* (DEM) (QNT) (NUM) (CLF)]
[ADJ (INTS)] ,,

In this noun phrase structure rule, the noun is the head of the noun phrase and all
other elements are optional. The head noun can be preceded by a possessive noun
phrase and followed by an adjective, demonstrative, quantifier or classifier. Example

(81) shows a complex noun phrase in Kayan Lahta.

(80)nai  fa?] pil do/  s'ul bal
1s chicken  small that six clf
POSS N ADJ DEM QNT CLF

‘those six small chickens of mine’

In this structure, fa?7 ‘chicken’ is the head of the noun phrase. It is preceded by the
possessive pronoun naf ‘my’ and modified by the adjective pi7 ‘small’, demonstrative

pronoun do/ ‘that’, quantifier s"u/ ‘six’ and classifier.

Seven noun phrase structures are shown below. Each sentence represents a different

noun phrase structure.
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Noun phrase structure 1
[N] yp

(81)jeyl
rice-cooked
N

‘rice-cooked’

In this structure, a single noun functions as a noun phrase. The noun is a head of the

noun phrase.

Noun phrase structure 2

[N CLF]
(82) fwil da?T
dog clf
N CLF
‘a/the dog’

In this structure, the noun precedes the classifier. The noun is the head of the noun

phrase. In informal speech, it is more natural for a noun to be followed by classifier

than to have a bare noun.

Noun phrase structure 3
[N NUM CLF]

(83) jond wi/ mad
house  four clf
N NUM  CLF

‘four houses’

Another structure of the noun phase is shown in example (83). In this structure, a

noun is followed by number and classifier.
Noun phrase structure 4

[N ADJ NUM CLF],,

(84) jonl dul wil mait

house  big  four clf
N ADJ NUM CLF

‘four big houses’
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In this noun phrase structure, the noun head is follow by the adjective, number and

classifier.

Noun phrase structure 5
[Nposs ADJ NUM CLF],,

(85) nai jop du lwil madi
1s house big  four clf
POSS N ADJ NUM  CLF

‘my four big houses’

In this noun phrase, jon ‘house’ is a head and it is modified by an adjective du/ ‘big’.

So it is called modified noun phrase.

Noun phrase structure 6

[N tol-NUM]

The morpheme, ta/ is used as a classifier for people and it attaches to the number.
Different from other noun phrase structures, this classifier precedes the number in a

noun phrase. This structure is used in informal speech.

(86) pla) toJ-twi

people  clf-peopl
N CLF-NUM

‘four people’
Noun phrase structure 7

[NADJ DEM NUM CLF],,

(87) jonl du/  joldol wi/  mai
house  big that four clf
N ADJ  DEM NUM  CLF

‘that four big houses’

Adjective, demonstrative, number and classifier are included in this structure and

they all follow the head noun.
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4.1.1 Head Noun
A noun is typically the head of the noun phrase. A single noun can be function as a

noun phrase in the sentence.

(88) p"ai pel nenJ
father cut leaf
N \Y% N

“The father cuts the leave.’

(89) plaibaltal sfanistad  thud ba/
child sell bird clf
N \% N CLF
‘The child sells a bird.’

In examples (88) and (89), p"af ‘father’ and plaibaJtal ‘child’ are single nouns that
are noun phrases in the sentences and they are the heads of noun phrases. They also

function as the subject in both examples.

(90) mul ds)  la?1  klad
sun and moon shine
N CONJ N \%

“The sun and the moon shine.’

In example (90), the two nouns mu/ ‘sun’ and la?7 ‘moon’ are connected by the
coordinate conjunction da/ ‘and’. In this noun phrase structure, both nouns are the

heads of the subject noun phrase.

(91) plud plal an)  jenyl
child clf eat rice-cooked
N CLF V N

“The child eats rice.’

In example (91), single noun, jey1 ‘rice’ is the head of the noun and it functions as

the object in this sentence.
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4.1.1.1 Proper noun

A proper noun can be a head noun in a noun phrase. In (92) and (93), the two
proper nouns ai?] and k"u/ occur as a single noun in each sentence in noun phrase
positions. They are the head nouns of each noun phrases. They function as the
subjects of the sentences.

(92) a?l shapishad  t"ul  bal
Ai sell bird clf
N.PROP V N CLF
‘Ai sells a bird.’

(93) k'ul pel nenJ
Khu cut leaf
N.PROP V N
‘Khu cuts the leaf.’

In example (94), the proper noun, ba/.u/ ‘Pa O’ functions as the object.

(94) jal phi/ an/  bolul
not give  eat PaO
NEG \% \% N.PROP
‘(Kayan) do not give Pa O to eat.’

4.1.1.2 Pronoun
In a sentence, the head noun can be a pronoun. It can be modified by an adjective or

classifier or number. The follow examples show the pronouns that function as heads.

(95) nad pjani taJman) mad
1s weave basket clf
PRO \Y N CLF

‘I weave a basket.’

(96) nad nolmanl vedl
1s dream 2s
PRO \Y% PRO

‘T dream of you.’
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In the above examples, there is a single pronoun in a noun phrase in each example
and they are the heads of the noun phrases in each sentence. They function as

subjects and an object.

(97) mplaido]  noni plal ol loJkwadlo] jon)  ku?l
3pl two clf exist together  house in
PRO NUM CLF \% ADJ N LOCZR

‘The two of them live together in a house.’

In example (97) a pronoun mplaldo. ‘they’ is modifed by a number nop+ ‘two’ and a

classifier pla/ ‘person’.

4.1.2 Possessive Noun Phrase
In Kayan Lahta, a possessive appears at the beginning of the noun phrase preceding

the head noun.
The following examples use possessive pronouns in a noun phrases.

(98) mplal jopl mel dul
3s house top big
POSS N TOP  ADJ

‘His house is big.’

(99) nad phal  stapishad  toimanl
1s father sell basket
POSS N \ N
‘My father sells basket.’

In example (98) and (99), the possessive pronouns mplal ‘3s’ and naf ‘1s’ precede the
head nouns jon/ ‘house’ and p"af ‘father’. In these two examples, the head nouns are

jonl ‘house’ and p"af ‘father’.

(100) fwil koJmiJ mel  lod
dog tail top long
N N TOP  ADJ

‘The dog’s tail is long.’

In the example (101), two nouns, fwi/ ‘dog’ and kaJmi/ ‘tail’ can be seen in a noun
phrase position. In this noun phrase, the first noun fwi/ ‘dog’ functions as the

possessive noun. The second noun, kafmi/ ‘tail’ is the head of the noun phrase. In
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this example, the adjective long modifies the noun kaJ/mi/ ‘tail’ instead of fwi/ ‘dog’.
The possessive is a full noun phrase in example (101).

(101) plai jai ved liJ al-beini plal o-fwi) kolmil mel o4
person  give 2s book one-clf clf dog tail top long
N \% PRO N NUM-CLF CLF N N TOP ADJ
‘The dog’s tail of person who gives me a book is long.’

(Lit. The person who gives me a book’s dog’s tail is long.)

4.1.3 Adjective
An adjective modifies the head noun and it directly follows the head noun. There

can be more than one adjective in a noun phrase and they all modify the head noun
in a sentence.

(102) janyl dul

house  big
N ADJ
‘a/the big house’

(103) tatmand pil
basket small
N ADJ
‘a/the small basket’

In example (102) and example (103) joy{ and taJman/ are the heads of the noun

phrases jon{ du/ and taJman/ pil. The two adjectives du/ and pil modify the head
nouns in the two noun phrases

(104) jond lo'pT dul
house  black big
N ADJ  ADJ
‘a/the big black house’

(105) fwil kamil aJlo4
dog tail  long
N N ADJ

‘a/the dog’s long tail’
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In example (104) both the adjectives lo*n7 and du/ modify the head noun jar/ in the
noun phrase. In example (105), there are two nouns in the noun phrase. The first

noun [wi/ ‘dog’ functions as the possessive noun and the second noun kaJmi/ ‘tail’ is
the head of the noun phrase. In this example, the adjective aJlo1 ‘long’ modifies the

head noun kaJmi/ ‘tail’, not the possessive noun Jwi/ ‘dog’.

(106) jonl lo'y] dul  melths]
house  black big very
N ADJ ADJ ADJ

‘a very big black house’

Example (106) shows that two adjectives, lo'y] ‘black’ and du/ ‘big’ are modified by

an intensifier me't"97 ‘very’.

4.1.4 Demonstratives
Demonstratives indicate where the noun is located. In a noun phrase, demonstratives

are always used with classifiers. They follow the adjectives as in example (107), In

this noun phrase it follows the adjective and it is used with the classifier phrase.

(107) s"ani dul  joldo) Iwil  da?]
elephant big that  four clf
N ADJ DEM NUM CLF

‘Those four big elephant’

The demonstrative directly follows the head noun if there is no adjective that

modifiers the noun as in example (108).

(108) s'anl joldlo Wil  da?7
elephant that  four clf
N DEM NUM CLF

‘Those four elephants’

4.1.5 Quantifiers

In grammar, quantifiers indicate a quantity. In Kayan Lahta, quantifiers are used to
indicate the number or amount of the noun in a noun phrase. They can occur with
adjectives or demonstratives but they never occur with a classifier. In a noun phrase
where the demonstrative or adjective are absent, the quantifiers directly follow the

head noun.
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(109) jonl mna+
house some
N ONT

‘some houses’

(110) jon! joaddoJ lud
house  these all
N DEM  QNT
‘these all houses’

In example (109) the quantifier directly occurs after the head noun and it occurs
after the demonstrative in example (110).

4.1.6 Number

In Kayan Lahta, numbers are used to indicate amount of the noun in a noun phrase.
They must co-occur with a classifier. In a noun phrase, they can optionally occur
with adjectives. The numbers directly follow the head noun where the adjective is
absent.

(111) mplal fol  fo21 s'ul band
3s bring water eight clf
PRO \ N NUM  CLF

‘She brings eight glasses of water.’

4.1.7 Classifier

In Kayan Lahta, classifiers mostly occur with a numeral. They can occur with

demonstrative adjectives. Sometimes the classifiers directly follow the head noun.
Frame for classifiers in Kayan Lahta:

N (NUM) CLF

The examples below show some classifiers that are associated with different word

categories.
(112) palmo- wil  plal
woman four clf
N NUM  CLF

‘four women’

70



Kayan Lahta has different types of numeral classifiers and each has unique semantic

and distributional properties see section (3.2.2).

Sometimes, classifiers directly follow the head noun in informal speech when the
number is omitted. It is natural in Kayan Lahta to mention a single noun with only a
classifier and it denotes the number one. Not every noun is directly followed by a
classifier. The nouns that present human beings and animals are most often directly

follow by a classifier.

(113) fwil da?1
dog clf
N CLF
‘a/the dog ’ or ‘one dog’

(114) plud plaJ
child clf
N CLF
‘a/the child’ or ‘one child’

In examples (113) and (114) no number or demonstrative is found between the head
noun and the classifier. But it denotes number one. Therefore, it means ‘one dog’ in
example (113) and ‘one child’ in (114).

4.2 Adpositional phrases and relative clauses

Adpositional phrases do not modify nouns inside a noun phrase in Kayan Lahta.
Instead relative clauses are used. Adpositional clauses are discussed more in section
5.3.3.

Relative clauses often contain an adpositional phrase. They are introduced with da{

which is also used as a generic preposition. But da7 is optional and it can be omitted.

(115) kallan/  (do1) ol do1  konl k'ul bal pTa?l
plate rel exist prep chair on clf break
N REL V PREP N LOCZR CLF V
‘The plate on the chair is broken.’ (Lit. The plate that is on the chair.)

(116) fwil (da1) ol me'l than]l bal enl pal
dog rel exist tooth sharp clf bite  3s
N REL V N ADJ CLF V PRO
‘The dog with sharp teeth bites me.’(Lit. The dog that has sharp teeth.)
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The preposition do- can alternate with ba{ but the relative clause use of daf cannot
be substituted with ba.

(117) kallanl *(ba4) o] bai  kon/ kM) bal p"a?l
plate perp exist prep chair on clf break
N PREP \% PREP N LOCZR CLF \%

‘The plate on the chair is broken.’

(118) fwil ol *(ba4) me'l  t'anl bal enl  pai
dog exist  prep teech sharp clf bite 3s
N \% PREP N ADJ CLF V PRO
‘The dog with sharp teeth bites me.’

4.3 Conclusion

In this chapter, the noun phrase, appositional and relative were mainly discussed.
Noun phrase head, possessives, adjectives, demonstratives, quantifiers, numbers and
classifiers were also presented. Noun phrase head included proper nouns and

pronouns.
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Chapter 5

Simple Clauses

5.1 Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is to describe the simple clause structure of Kayan Lahta.
In Kayan Lahta, sentences can be divided into two types: non-verbal clauses and
verbal clauses. Non-verbal clauses are subdivided into equative-like clauses, locative
clauses, existential clauses, clausal possessions and quantifications. Verbal clauses
include intransitive clauses, transitive clauses, motion clauses and ditransitive

clauses.

5.2 Basic structure of clause
A sentence can be made up of at least one and optionally more than one clause. A

clause can stand as a complete sentence and is usually independent.

The linear order of elements in a clause can be represented as below:

(NPgy3) V (NPo5,) (NP,) (PP)

In this structure, the first noun phrase is the subject of the clause. The second noun
phrase is the indirect object and the third noun phrase is the direct object. The
simplest clause is composed by only a predicate since (V) is always obligatory in

every clause.

Examples below are the simple sentences that consist of one simple independent

clause.

(119) mplai ol

3s sleep
PRO \%
‘He sleeps.’

(120) nai nain1

1s cry
PRO \4
CI CI'y,
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Two independent clauses can be connected by conjunction as in (124). In this
example, there are two simple independent clauses tapi{ ba/ ja ‘the fly flew’ and
plai plal s"an?1 lo1 ‘the father saw (the fly)’ and they are connected by the

conjunction da/ ‘and’.

(121) todpii  bal  jod dol phal plal stap?] lod
fly clf fly and  father clf look  see
N CLF \% CONJ N CLF \% \%
‘The fly flew and the father saw (it).’

Two clauses also can be connected by the conjunction ko7 ‘after that’ as in example

below shows.

(122) ol noi  loJ so'nJ k'ul  kod lwan. talnaind
exist sleep together = mountain on then go hunting
\Y \ ADV N LOCZR CO.CONJ V N

‘Sleep together on the mountain, after that go hunting.’

In example (122) the two clauses oJ 591 loJ so“nJ k™ul ‘sleep together on the
mountain’ and lwanJ talpaind ‘go hunting’ are connected by the conjunction ko4

‘then’. In this sentence, the subject is omitted.

5.3 Clause Types
In Kayan Lahta, clause types can be separated into non-verbal clauses and verbal

clauses.

5.3.1 Non-verbal clauses
Non-verbal clauses are composed by a noun phrase followed by an optional copula

and a complement. When a copula appears, it is used to link the subject to the object
or complement. Five subtypes of non-verbal clauses: attributive clause, equative
clause, existential clause, clausal possession and quantification are found in Kayan
Lahta.

5.3.1.1 Attributive clauses

‘me’ is used in a manner that looks like a verb in some sentences in Kayan Lahta
shown as in examples (126) and (127). In this kind of sentence, the adjective

functions as a complement.
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(123) aJ pu?l plal mel blad
3s son clf TOP  lazy
POSS N CLF  TOP  ADJ

‘His son is lazy.’

(124) stayl  do?1 [fwap?d  mel  dudl
elephant clf feather top big
N CLF N TOP ADJ
‘The elephant feather is big.’

However, I will interpret ‘meJ’ as a topic marker rather than a full verb based on the
following examples.

(125) ol pu?l plal mel  jad bla+
3s son clf top not lazy
POSS N CLF  TOP NEG ADJ

‘The son is not lazy.’

(126) fwan? mel  jod dud
feather top not  big
N TOP NEG ADJ
‘Elephant’s feather is not big.’

In the two examples (125) and (126), only the adjectives can be negated, not meJ.

This indicates that ‘me/’ is more likely part of the NP and not a copula.

5.3.1.2 Equative clauses
Equative clauses identify two noun phrases as denoting the same individual. A

copula mwa' is used to link the two noun phrases in equative clauses in Kayan
Lahta. Equative clauses have two main meanings: that two individuals are the same
or that the noun phrase subject entity is a member of a set. See (128), (129) and
(130).

(127) mplal mwa' nai  phai
3s is 1s father
PRO COP POSS N
‘He is my father.’

The topic marker ‘me/ can co-occur with the copula ‘mwaf’ in equative clause as in

example (128) or the copula can be omitted as in example (129). To change an
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affirmative sentence into negative sentence, the copula mwa' ‘is’ can be negated, not
the topic marker meJ, see (130).

(128) p™u?l plal mel mwa plaJ bla+
son clf top is human lazy
N CLF TOP COoP CLF ADJ

‘The son is a lazy one.’

(129) p?1  pla) mel plal bla+
son clf top human lazy
N CLF  TOP  CLF ADJ
‘The son is a lazy one.’

(130) p™?1 pla) mel  jol mwa' pla/ blai
son clf top not is human lazy
N CLF  TOP NEG COP  CLF ADJ

‘The son is not a lazy one.’

5.3.1.3 Existential clauses
An existential clause expresses the existence of an entity. The verb o/ is used in
existential clauses.

Existential clause structure:
Noun Phrase+ ‘o’ forms an existential clause, as in (131).

(131) mwal moaJkan) ol
spirit  festival exist
N N \%

‘There is a Spirit festival.’

5.3.1.4 Clausal possession
In next two examples, clausal possession also occurs when o/ follows the two noun
phrases. One noun phrase is the possessor and the second noun phrase is the

possessed. In this case, 0./ is considered to be a copula and not a full verb.

(132) nai jond ol
1s house exist
PRO N \Y%

‘I have a house.’
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(133) k'ud mal ol
Khu wife  exist
N.PROP N \%

‘Khu has a wife.’

Different from example (131), o/ can be a full verb and it has the meaning ‘live’ or

‘stay’ in example (134).

(134) lal moJkalsta?l  k'ad plal dal  p"u?l ol lo
time long-ago when father and son  live  together
TIME ADV TIME N CONJ N \% ADJ

‘Long ago, the father and the son lived together.’

5.3.1.5 Quantification prediction

Quantity can be expressed by a combination of number and classifier which is

separated from the subject NP by o..

(135) nad pu?l ol noni  plad
1s son  exist two clf
POSS N \ NUM  CLF

‘I have two sons.’

(136) nai jond ol nopd  mad
1s house exist two  clf
POSS N \% NUM  CLF

‘I have two houses.’

5.3.2 Verbal clauses
In verbal clauses, different clause types can be distinguished based on transitivity.

They are based on the number of arguments.
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Table 21 Verbal clauses in Kayan Lahta

Clause Types SUBJ | OBJ1 | OBJ2 | OBL
Verbal transitive v v
intransitive v
motion 4 v
ditransitive v v v

5.3.2.1 Intransitive clause
An intransitive clause is distinguished from other clauses by the absence of an

object. In this clause structure, the noun phrase can be an agent or a patient. This is
the simplest clause structure in Kayan Lahta.

The basic structure of the intransitive clause is:

[NP Vv

agent/patient Complex]

The examples below show an intransitive clause. The subject functions as a patient
in example (139) and functions as an agent in example (137). In (138) o/ is an

aspect marker and not a copula or full verb.

(137) platboltal jol — p'udjal  dal  fodl
child not  feelwell and die
N NEG \% CONJ V
‘The child is not feeling well and died.’

(138) pla+ goitad ol nan1
person many on.going it
N ONT ASP \%

‘Many people are sitting.’

In the example (137) the noun pla+baJtal is followed by the verbs p"uijal and fo,
connected by the conjunction daJ. The noun phrase pla+bata/ is the subject in this

clause and the verb p"uija/ and fo+ are the verbs of the clause.
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The next two examples are predicate adjectives which are also intransitive.

(139) fwil kadmil aJlo4
dog tail long
N N ADJ
‘The dog’s tail is long.’

(140) plaJ plaibaital lon/
human child fat
CLF N ADJ

‘The child is fat.’

5.3.2.2 Transitive clause
A transitive clause is distinguished from other clauses by the presence of object

argument. The basic transitive clause has two arguments: the subject argument and

the object argument.
The basic structure of the transitive clause is:
[NPSUB V NPOBJ]

The sentences below show examples of transitive clauses. Serial verbs (V V

sequences) are treated as a single predicate in this discussion.

(141) plud plaJ an!  jenl
child clf eat rice-cooked
N CLF \% N

“The child ate cooked-rice.

(142) plud plaJ lo4 van?] talpii bal
child clf follow hit fly clf
N CLF \% \% N CLF

‘The child follows (and) hits the fly.’

(143) kaljan?1 lwanl nid te'n1 bal dod  tul
Kayan g0 get porcupine clf in forest
N.PROP \ \Y% N CLF PREP N

‘The Kayan got a porcupine in the forest.’
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All the examples shown above take both the subjects and the objects. In the example

(143) the preposition phrase follows the object.

5.3.2.3 Motion clause

The verbs in motion clauses are motion verbs. They usually take a subject argument

without an object argument. A motion verb is usually followed by a goal phrase,

which can be a noun phrase (144), (145) or a prepositional phrase (146) or nothing

(147).
The basic structure of the motion clause is:
[NP VPl

(144) motho¥?1  led satk"oni qa
yesterday  go rice.field s.f
TIME \Y N PRT
‘Yesterday (I) went to the rice field.’

(145) talpii  bal lan ba/ bai
fly clf decend rest  on
N CLF \ \ PREP

‘The fly rest down on the child’s head.’

(146) talpii1 bal lap/ bal  Jwil
fly clf descend rest dog
N CLF V \ N

‘The fly rest down on the dog.’

(147) talpii bal  joi

fy cdf fy
N CLF \%
‘The fly flew.’

5.3.2.4 Ditransitive clause

plaJ
clf

CLF

dai]
clf

CLF

plaibattal salnonlt
child head
N N

A ditransitive clause is distinguished from other clauses by the presence of two

objects: direct object and indirect object. In this clause structure, the indirect object
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directly occurs after the verb and it is followed by the direct object. They are not

marked by any case or other markers.
The basic structure of a ditransitive clause is:

[NPgyz; VP NPy NPyl

(148) tjal jond plal pled vei  fa?] baJ
owner  house clf compensate  3s chicken  clf
POSS N CLF V PRO N CLF

‘The house owner compensated me a chicken.’

(149) kaljan?1  jo!  p"iJ ap)  balul te'n] bal
Kayan not give  eat PaO porcupine clf
N.PROP NEG \% \% N.PROP N CLF

‘The Kayan did not give the Pa O a porcupine to eat.’

(150) batul phil anl  kaljan?1 stapl da?1
PaO give  eat Kayan elephant  clf
N.PROP V \ N.PROP N CLF
‘The Pa O gave the Kayan an elephant to eat.’

(151) mplal jadi ved li/ al bein4
3s give 1Is book one clf
PRO \ PRO V NUM  CLF

‘He/she gave me a book.’

All the examples above indicate ditransitive clauses that consist of a subject noun
phrase, a verb and two objects: direct and indirect. In all the examples, the indirect
objects are directly followed by the direct object and they are preceded by the verb.
The order of the post verbal NPs in a ditransitive clause cannot be reversed.
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5.4 Semantic Roles and Relationships

This section describes the coding of some semantic relationships in Kayan Lahta.

5.4.1 Agent

An agent carries out the action of the situation. It is the cause of the event. The
agent can be marked by topic marker meJ. Sometimes, the topic marker can be
omitted with no meaning change. The agent can be a pronoun or a noun. Important

agent arguments always appear as subjects.

(152) p"ai plal  vapl fwil do?7
father  clf hit dog clf
N CLF V N CLF
‘The father hit the dog.’

In example (155), a subject ‘father’ is the agent that carries the action of hitting dog.
In (156) the dog is the agent.

(153) fwil do?1 enyi phal plal
dog clf bite  father clf
N CLF V N CLF
‘The dog bites the father.’

5.4.2 Experiencer
An experiencer is less connected to subject position but if there is an object, then the

experiencer is the subject.

(154) nai salkand  k"i?1
1s afraid tiger
PRO \% N

‘T am afraid of tigers.’

(155) khi?7 salkani  pai
tiger afraid 2s
N \% PRO

‘The tiger is afraid of me.’
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5.4.3 Patient

A patient is the participant of a situation upon whom an action is carried out. The
patient argument appears as an object that directly follows an action verb and there
is no marker between verb and patient in Kayan Lahta. Similar to agent, the patient
can be a pronoun or a noun. It cannot appear after an oblique but can appear after
indirect object noun phrase. (See section 5.3.2.4)

(156) ved van ved.nan1

1s hit myself
PRO \% RFLX
‘T hit myself.’

(157) moalkan) kalho'yl t'apJ s"a?1  palmo-
spirit call ascend only ~woman
N \ \% PRT N

‘The spirit call only woman.’

The patient argument can appear as a subject in an intransitive clause structure. See
example (160).

(158) plaibaltal jol — pMuijal do)  fod
child not  feeling-well —and  die
N NEG V CONJ V

‘The child is not feeling well and die.’

5.4.4 Location

In Kayan Lahta, a location gives information about a place. To express a location in
Kayan Lahta, a localizer is combined with the noun. The preposition da+ or ba{

usually precedes a location phrase, but they can be omitted.

(159) thul bal ol do1  Oanl [fod
bird clf exist prep tree on
N CLF V PREP N LOCZR
‘A bird is on the tree.’
Or

tu/  bal ol bai  Oan) fod

bird clf exist prep tree on

N CLF V PREP N LOCZR
‘A bird is on the tree.’
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In examples (162), the location, 6an/ [21 ‘on the tree’ gives the information of where
the bird is. In this example, the location phrase Oan/ fo1 ‘on the tree’ is connected by

the preposition da- or ba-.

The preposition can be omitted as in example (160). Even though the preposition is

omitted, the three examples (160), (161) and (162) have the same meaning as (159).

(160) t'ul bal ol Oanl [fod
bird clf exist tree  on
N CLF \% N LOCZR

‘A bird is on the tree.’
The following are examples of locations with different localizers in Kayan Lahta.

(161) nai shan?1 lo1 OanlOal ol toJman)  ku?T
1s look see  fruit exist basket inside
PRO \% \% N \ N LOCZR

‘I see the fruit is inside the basket.’

(162) na shan?1 lod tul  bal ol Oanl [fod
1s look  see bird clf exist tree on
PRO \ \ N CLF V N LOCZR

‘I see the bird is on the tree.’

In the above examples, the localizer follows the noun and there are no preposition
between the noun and the verb. It seems more natural in Kayan Lahta to omit the

preposition.

Both preposition and localizer can also be omitted in a sentence. The example below

shows a location and both preposition and localizer are omitted.

(163) ol loJ do'n1 palpall
live together  village PaPai
\Y ADJ N N.PROP

‘Live together in the PaPai village.’

(164) plaibaltal Iled thanJ so'nJ
child g0 descend  mountain
N \ \ N
‘The child climbs up the mountain.’
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5.45 Manner

Manner relationships in Kayan Lahta are coded by adding an adverb. The manner

answers the question ‘how’. Adverbs follow the verb and modify the verb.

(165)

(166)

(167)

Jwil do1  salt"id kani
dog clf run  fast

N CLF \% ADV

‘The dog runs fast.’

pul do1  fwal Iwd'l
cow clf walk  slow
N CLF V ADV

‘The cow walks slowly.’

ved pjan- pul toiman] madl
2s weave nice  basket clf
PRO \% ADV N CLF

‘He weaves the basket nicely.’

Most of the adverbs are reduplicated. This kind of adverb show the extent to which

something happens.

(168)

(169)

Jwil doi  solthid kani kani
dog clf run  fast  fast
N CLF V ADV  ADV

‘The dog runs very fast.’

pul do1  fwal lwa'l Iwa'l
cow clf walk slow  slow
N CLF V ADV  ADV

‘The cow walks very slowly.’

5.4.6 Recipient

As discussed with ditransitive clauses in section 5.3.2.4, there is no marker to

introduce a recipient. The recipient directly follows the verb and precedes the direct

object. The recipient is also called the indirect object.
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(170) nid shan1 khai p"il anl  kaljan?]
get elephant time give eat  Kayan
v N TIME V \ N.PROP
‘When (they) got the elephant, (they) give the Kayan to eat.’

(171) nai jai ve!{  pjanl mai
1s give 2s basket clf
PRO \% RECIP N CLF

‘I give you a basket.’

5.4.7 Instrument
Kayan Lahta codes the instrument role with a da/ ‘with’ to introduce an instrument.

It precedes the noun in an instrument prepositional phrase and it follows the core

clause.
(172) ku?l val daJ taldon
cut bamboo  with knife
\% N INSTR N

‘Cut the bamboo with knife.’

(173) ¢wel dal pi/
pull with  rope
Y% INSTR N
‘Pull with rope.’

In above examples, the two instruments: taJdon ‘knife’ and pi/ ‘rope’ occur after the
instrument marker daJ. In all examples, the subjects are omitted and the instrument

locational phrases occur after the main verbs and the object NP if it appears.

5.4.8 Accompaniment
The accompaniment marker da/ is used to introduce an accompaniment. The
sentence structure in accompaniment sentence is the same as in instrument but there

is an animate argument in an accompaniment sentence.

(174) nai led palped 6Gan) da)  mul
1s go cut  tree with Mu
PRO V \ N ACCMP N.PROP
‘T go (and) cut the tree with Mu’
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5.4.9 Beneficiary
A beneficiary is coded with the benefactive marker naf combining with the

preposition da7 to express the intended recipient.

Example (175) shows that the intended recipient naf p"u?{ ‘my son’ occurs after a

preposition da- and it precedes the benefactive marker na-.

(175) nai payi todman mai dod  pal  p'u?l pal
1s weave basket clf prep poss son  for
PRO \% N CLF PREP POSS N BEN

‘T weave a basket for my son.’

5.4.10 Time

Time gives the information of when the event takes place. The time is mostly coded
with the postposition k"ai. The time phrase always precedes the main clause. They

modify the entire clause in the sentence.

(176) nid shan1 khai p"il anl  kaljan?]
get elephant time give eat  Kayan
\ N TIME V \% N.PROP
‘When (they) got the elephant, (they) give the Kayan to eat.’

In the example above, the event happens after the time the when the first event
happens. The Kayan were given food to eat at the time the elephant is killed. In this
example, both of the agents in the time postpositional phrase and of the main clause
are omitted. And typically the main clause is preceded by the time postpositional

phrase.

Sometimes, the time is coded with no postposition as in (177).

(177) maJlho“Inan/ led satk"oni qa
yesterday g0 rice.field s.f
N \ N PRT
‘Yesterday I went to the field.’

The circum-positions la7 and k"a{ encode temporality. la7 expresses the past time.

(178) lal moalkalsha?l ka1 oalphfad da)  alp™u?l ol 62/  nond
time past time father conj son exist clf two
TIME PAST TIME N CONJ N \% CLF  NUM

‘Long time ago, there were a father and a son.’
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In example (178), the time phrase la7 maJkaJs"a?1 k"a+ precedes the core clause
aJp"a+ daJ aJp™u?1 0] 62J pon. In this example, by including the time preposition la],

it means that the events happened in the past.

5.5 Conclusion

In this chapter, simple clauses were presented. Two types of clauses: copula clauses
and verbal clauses were discussed. Under copula clauses, attributive clauses,
equative clauses, location clauses, existential clauses, clausal possession and
quantification modification were presented. Intransitive clauses, transitive clauses,
motion clauses ditransitive clauses were presented under verbal clauses. Specific
forms for encoding agent, patient, location, manner, recipient, instrument and time

were included in this chapter under the section on semantic relationships.
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Chapter 6
Clause types

6.1 Introduction

In this chapter, different clause types in Kayan Lahta are discussed. First, the major
types of clauses including declarative sentences, interrogatives sentences, and
imperative sentences are presented. The interrogatives are subdivided into content
questions and polar questions. Then the ability sentences, negation, comparatives
and superlatives, causatives, reciprocals and reflexives are taken up. Then complete
sentence types including simple sentences, coordinate, subordinate, relative clause
and adverbial clauses are discussed. Finally, different kinds of serial verb

constructions are presented.

6.2 Major clause types
This section discusses three major clauses: declaratives, interrogatives and

Imperative.

6.2.1 Declarative
Declarative sentences are used to make assertions about events, states and processes.

As seen in chapter five, declarative sentences are SVO. They typically express

temporal adverbials first (179) and may often have multiple verbs (180) and (181).

(179) konii  ved o] do1  ka‘nit'ul
now 1s live in Kaung Htu
TIME PRO V PREP  N.PROP

‘Now, I live in Kaung Thu (village).’

(180) nai wil  thanl vei  salponl
1s think ascend 2s on
PRO \% \% PRO LOCZR

‘I think about you.’
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(181) na jol wil  thanl vei  salponl
1s not  think ascend 2s on
PRO NEG V \% PRO  LOCZR
‘T do not think about you.

6.2.2 Interrogative

Interrogatives can be divided into two kinds: content questions and polar questions.
Content questions involve interrogative pronouns such as what, why, when, where,
how many. Some content questions and all polar questions are formed by the adding

the word &7 before the predicate.

6.2.2.1 Content question
This kind of question is formed by adding the interrogative pronouns at the end of

the sentence.

6.2.2.1.1 What

A ‘what’ kind of content question is formed by adding the question word sa_ne/
‘what.’ Using this kind of content question indicates that the speaker expects the

unknown referent can be either non-human or human.

(182) ved shan?1 1od salnel
2s look  see what
PRO \Y \Y Q
‘What do you see?’

(183) ved shan1? lo1 dal  salnel
2s look  see can what
PRO \% \% ABL Q

‘What can you see?

In examples (182) and (183), the question word sa/ne/ is added at the end of the
sentence. For the above questions, the answer can be human and non-human as
shown in example (184). Or the answer can be just a noun phrase as shown in

example (185).
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(184) nai shan?1 lo1 patfmodi  s*a?1 plai
1s look  see woman  six clf
PRO \ \ N NUM  CLF
‘I saw six women.’
Or
nai  stan?1 lod coflui ta?l ol ma-
1s look  see ring gold one clf
PRO V \ N ADJ NUM CLF

‘I saw a golden ring.’

(185) paJmo- s*a?1 plai
woman six clf
N NUM  CLF
‘six woman’
Or

colud t"a?1 almat

ring gold  one.clf

N ADJ  NUM.CLF
‘a/the golden ring’

6.2.2.1.2 Why (Reason)

There are two words, nwe/ and baJlsane/ used for ‘why’ questions. One kind of ‘why’
question is constructed by adding nwe/ at the end of the sentence, (186). The second
kind of question is constructed by adding the particle 1 after the verb followed by
the question word baJsaine/ at the end of the sentence, (187). Using these kinds of
content question indicates that the speaker does not know the reason for the

statement or event.

(186) vei jal mplil fo?1 pwel
2s not buy rice why
PRO NEG V N Q
‘Why don’t you buy rice?’

In example (186) the question word nwe/ occurs at the end of the sentence.

(187) ved naind &l balsainel
2s cry quest why
PRO \ PRT Q

‘Why do you cry?’

91



In example (187), the particle €1 occurs after the predicate pain- and it is followed by

the question word baJsane..

The answer for the question can be as below.

(188) nai neind malraimel  pai  p"ai vanl pad
1s cry because 1s father hit 1s
PRO \% CONJ POSS N \% PRO

‘I cry because my father hit me.’

The answer for this kind of content question is formed by adding the reason clause
at the end of the sentence and joining that clause by the subordinate conjunction

maJraimel to the main clause.

Notice that, for ‘why’ question that the interrogative pronoun nwe/ does not occupy
the position of the ‘answering’ clause. baJsane/ or npwel cannot said to be insitu, they

are clearly sentence final.

6.2.2.1.3 Why (reason for a future event)

This kind of question is constructed by adding the question word saJne/ at the end of
the sentences. Different from the content question ‘what’, using this kind of content
question indicates that the speaker does not know the purpose of the statement or

event.

(189) ved led fu?lkhinl  ved le1 mod1  salnel
2s g0 Phekhon 2s go do what
PRO V N.PROP PRO V V Q
‘What will you go to Phekhon to do?’

(190) ved le1 moi1  seljoni sainel
2s go do hospital ~ what
PRO vV Vv N Q
‘What will you do at the hospital?’

The answer for this kind of content question is formed by adding the clause at the
end of the sentence. The clause that gives the purpose is joined to the main clause

by the preposition da..

(191) nad le1  fu?lklind do)  pal  led stapishad  toimanl
1s g0 Phekhon and 1s go sell basket
PRO \% N.PROP CONJ PRO vV V N
‘T went to Phekhon to sell the basket.’
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(192) nai led seljon da) pai  led shan?1 salral

1s g0 hospital and 1Is g0 see doctor
PRO \% N CONJ PRO V \% N

‘T went to the hospital to see the doctor.’

6.2.2.1.4 How many
This kind of question is constructed by adding the particle £7 at the end of the

sentences and the question word a?7s"a+ at the beginning of the sentences. Using this

kind of content question indicates that the speaker expects the unknown element to

be a quantity.

(193) a?ls"ai bal ol me?Tnend s"a?l &l

how.many get exist age only  quest
QNT \% \% N PRT Q

‘How old are you?’

Although the interrogative pronoun is sentence initial, the answer for quantity is

sentence final.

(194) nai me?Tnend oJ toinfal

1s age exist  thirty
PRO N \ NUM
‘T am thirty.’

6.2.2.2 Polar questions

Different from content questions, polar questions, or “yes/ no,” questions are

constructed by adding the particle £/ before the predicate. Using this kind of

question indicates that the speaker expects the answer to be ‘yes’ or ‘no’, ‘true’ or

‘false’

(195) fu?Tk"nd  njond & 0i?1

(196)

Phekhon language quest know
N.PROP N Q \%

‘Do you know Phekhon language?’

ved & an  mjanit'ad jen?l
2s quest eat  finish cook-rice
PRO Q \' \' N

‘Have you finished eating?’
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In examples (195) and (196) the questions are formed by adding the particle &4
before the predicates 6i?7 and ar.. Notice that in (195), the object is fronted. The
answer for the polar question in affirmative would be “yes,” or £1 followed by the

verb or just the verb as in the examples below.

(197) menl Or & 0i?1 Or 0i?1
correct quest know know
\Y% Q \% \%
‘Yes’ ‘Know’ ‘Know’

The answer in negative would be:

(198) jal me'J Or jol 0i?1
not correct not  know
NEG \% NEG V
‘No’ ‘Do not know.’

A polar question is also used to ask permission from someone.

See the example below.

(199) nai nol &l dal bal joyd  ku?l
1s sleep quest can at house in
PRO \% Q ABL  PREP N LOCZR

‘Can I sleep inside your house?’

In example (199) the question marker ‘cf occurs before the ability ‘da.

6.2.3 Imperative
Imperatives are used not only to give a command but also to suggest a course of

action to the hearer. There is no special marker like the interrogative, to form the

imperative, the structure of the imperative question would be:
V + Complement
See the examples below.

(200) ku?l val
cut bamboo
\% N
‘Cut the bamboo.’

94



In example (200) the imperative question is formed by the verb ku?7 followed by the

complement va..

The two commands can be giving by combining the two clauses as in example (203).

(201) mbluTkaii  fol ko sta{
take.off thorn then sew
\Y% N SUB.CONJ \%

‘Take off the thorn then sew.’

In the above example, the two commends: mpbluTkaif and s"a{ are combined by the

conjunction koA.

6.3 Aspect marking

This section discusses different aspect markings in Kayan Lahta.

6.3.1 Completive aspect marker ‘ha+’

The completive aspect marker ha- is used to indicate that the action or event is

complete.

(202) talpii bal  joi ma-+ ho+
fly clf fly disapear  complete
N CLF V \ ASP
‘The fly flew.’

(203) and lud ha+1 OanJOal
eat all complete  fruit
Y% QNT  ASP N

‘(They) ate all the fruit.’

(204) mjeimantkoi  sifsayi  dal  hod
then sell able  complete
CONN \% ABL  ASP

‘Then it is ready to sell it.’
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6.3.2 Perfective or completive aspect marker ‘m’an1t"s4’

The aspect marker mjan Tt"a1 is used to indicate a completed action or event.

(205) ved e an  mjanit'ad
2s quest eat  finish
PRO Q \% ASP

‘Have you finished eating?’

6.3.3 Ongoing aspect marker ‘0.’

In Kayan Lahta has no tense marker to show the time of the action or event. To

indicate the ongoing action or event, o/ can be used before the verb. The actual

meaning of o/ is ‘live/dwell’ but it can be used as an ongoing, or imperfective,

aspect marker in this case.

(206) nai o/ nol
1s on-going  sleep
PRO ASP \%

‘T am sleeping.’

(207) nad ol nani khon) kMul
1s on-going  sit chair on
PRO ASP \Y N LOCZR

‘T am sitting on the chair.’

6.4 Ability

In Kayah Lahta, ability is coded by the clause-final ability predicate. There are two

words that encode ability da/ ‘can, talented at, intelligent’ and e?7 ‘able to’. The

meaning of da/ also means that someone is allowed to do something.

(208) fu?Tk"nd  njond da/
Phekhon language can
N.PROP N ABL
‘(I) can speak Phekhon language.’

(209) p'a?1  liJ da/
read book can
% N ABL

‘He can read a book. / He is intelligent.’
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(210) jiljwel dal
dance can
v ABL

‘(She) can dance. / She is very good in dancing.’

The above examples show the different meanings of daJ. In example (208) it means
that the person can speak Phekhon language even though the verb is not expressed.
In the two examples, (209) and (210) da/ has more than one meaning. The meaning
can be distinguished by the intonation of the speaker. Speaking with the low
intonation of da/ means that the person can do something but it is not sure whether
he is good at doing something or not. Speaking with high intonation on the adjective

means that person is really good at doing something.

(211) ved nol  dal bai jopl  ku?l
1s sleep can at house in
PRO \% ABL  PREP N LOCZR

‘You can sleep inside the house.’

The meaning of da/ also means that someone is allowed to do something. In example
(211) you are allowed to sleep in the house. It does not mean that you have ability
to sleep.

(212) mbil loJkan]  jal e?] ko1 pja°pd land  do'pl pa‘n
feed spirit not able then move decend village Pau
V N NEG ASP  CONJ V \ N N.PROP
‘(They) cannot able to feed the spirit anymore, then (they) move to the

village called Pau.’

In example (212) it means that the villagers are not able to feed the spirit anymore
because they have no more pigs or chicken to offer. It does not mean that the

villagers do not have ability to feed the spirit.

All the examples above show the semantic differences between the different markers
of ability. The ability marker, da/ related to the ability of someone and ?e?7 is

related to the circumstances.
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6.5 Negation
In Kayan Lahta, the negative ja7is used to change the polarity of a proposition.
Using the negative turns an affirmative statement into a negative statement. The

negative ja7 must occur before the verb.

(213) ved jol  phi/ an/  pai
2s not  give eat 1s
PRO NEG V \Y PRO

‘You do not give me to eat.’

(214) jal nda/ dal  jal an  bal  jol
not cook and not eat effect s.f
NEG \% CONJ NEG \% \% PRT

‘Do not cook and do not eat.’

In example (213) the negative ja7 occurs before the verb p"i/. In example (214), two
clauses are joined by the conjunction daJ. In both clauses the verbs nda/ and an/ are

being negated by their own negative marker. In example (215) the ability e?] is

negated.
(215) mbil lolkand  jal e?] daJ  pja°nd lant do'nl pa‘yd
feed spirit not able and move descend village Pou
V N NEG ABL CONJ V \% N N.PROP

‘Since (they) were not able to feed the spirit, then (they) moved to the

village Pou.’

(216) jal mbil lolkand dal  pja°nd lan/ do'y1 pa‘n
not feed  spirit and move descend village Pau
NEG \% N CONJ V \% N N.PROP

‘(They) did not feed the spirit then they moved to the village.’

In (215), two clauses are joined by the conjunction da/. In that sentence, only the
ability e?7 from the first clause is being negated. The second clause is modified by
the first clause, but it is not negated by the negative marker in the second clause. In

example (216) the verb is negated.

Different from other Kayan varieties, nouns can be negated in Kayan Lahta, although
the example below is the only example in my data. It is also possible that the verb

‘be’ is omitted in the sentence. But there is not enough evidence to prove that either
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the noun can be negated or the verb ‘be’ is omitted. See section 5.3.1.2 for more on

equative sentences.

(217) bajul doa+ kaljan?1
Pa.O and  Kayan
N.PROP CONJ N.PROP

vol  vedl loJ t'ufuad
sister brother  together  that.time

N N ADV TIME

‘From that time, the Pa.O and Kayan were not brother and sister anymore.’

In example (217) the two nouns vo7 and ved are being negated. There is no verb in

the sentence.

6.6 Comparative and superlative

In Kayan Lahta, k"lon7 is used together with da/ to express the comparative in a

sentence. In a comparative sentence, the first noun is compared to the second noun

connected by the comparative marker k"lon1daJ. But daJ does not need to be used to

express the superlative. The position of the comparative in a sentence in Kayan

Lahta is:

[NP ADJ k"onida) NP]

(218) mplal allod kMonidal ved

3s tall than
PRO ADJ COMP

‘He is taller than me.’

(219) malho*?lnan)  kul

k'onida) moalkwainan

yesterday hot today
N ADJ N
‘Yesterday is hotter than today.’

(220) ai?] dul  kMlonldal k"ud
Ai big than Khu
N.PROP ADJ  COMP N.PROP

‘Ai is older than Khu.’

Examples (218), (219) and (220) express comparative sentences. In these examples,

the first nouns are compared to the second nouns and they are connected by the

comparative marker k"lordaJ.
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In a superlative sentence, a prepositional phrase can occur. The position of the

superlative in a sentence in Kayan Lahta is:
[(adpositional phrase) N ADJ k"lon7 (adpositional phrase)]

(221) mplal allod kMloyl
3s tall than
PRO ADJ  COMP
‘He is the tallest.’

(222) nad do'n1 ku?l mplal allo1 kMonl
1s village in 3s tall than
POSS N LOCZR PRO ADJ  SUP

‘In my village, he is the tallest.’

Or

mplal [ k'lonldo1 nai  dad do'yl ku?1
3s tall than 1s prep  village in
PRO ADJ COMP PRO PREP N LOCZR

‘He is the tallest in my village.’

Examples (221) and (222) express the superlative. In example (222) a prepositional

phrase can be seen in a sentence and it can either precede or follow the main clause.

(223) maltho?ipon)  kul k'onda) pud.ond
yesterday warm than every.day
N ADJ COMP N

‘Yesterday is the warmest.’

Example (223) is marked by the conjunctions k"ordaJ. In this sentence, ‘yesterday’
is compared by ‘everyday’. Syntactically, it is a comparative sentence. But

semantically, it can be both comparative and superlative sentence.

6.7 Causative

Causatives are formed by using the causative verb mo7 in Kayan Lahta. The verb mo+
semantically means ‘to do’ or ‘to make’ something. In the following examples it is
used as a causative verb to form a causative. In a causative sentence, the causative

verb normally precedes the main verb.
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See the following examples.

(224) plaibaltal moi p"a?l pley! mad
child do break bottle clf
N \% \% N CLF
‘The child broke the bottle.’

(225) mo Jad Ja?l
make die chicken
\Y% \% N
‘Kill the chicken.’

In examples (224) and (225) the causatives are formed by using the causative verb.
It precedes the verb p"a?7 ‘break’ in example (224) and fo1 ‘die’ in example (225).

(226) ved moi  kud vagl bal  ai?l
1s do Khu hit effect Ai
PRO \% N.PROP V \% N.PROP

‘I make Khu to hit Ai.’

In (226), ‘k"u+’ is the object of the first clause vef mo+ k"u{ ‘I make Khu’ and he also
functions as the subject of the second clause k"uf van7baJ ai?7 ‘Khu hit Ai.’

6.8 Reciprocal

Reciprocals are formed by using aplaif da/ aJpla/ ‘one another’ and lo. ‘each other’ in
Kayan Lahta. Semantically, lo/ means ‘together’. In the following examples it is used
as a reciprocal meaning ‘each other’. In a sentence, the lo/ ‘each other’ and aJpla+ da

aJplal ‘one another’ appear in the object position.

The following examples express the reciprocal.

(227) naipud shanlp'utvel  al.plad dal al.plal
1pl love one.person and  one.person
PRO \ RECPL CONJ RECPL

‘We love one another.’

(228) ai?l do)  k'ul stanip"ulvel alplai dol  alplal
Ai and Khu love one.person and  one.person
N.PROP CONJ N.PROP YV RECPL CONJ RECPL

‘Ai and Khu love one another.’
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(229) manlkoi kaljay?1 lot"al dal  balul maltenl loJ
then Kayan Lahta and  PaO fight each.other
CONJ N.PROP N.PROP CONJ N.PROP \ RECPL
‘Then Kayan Lahta and PaO fight each other.’

6.9 Reflexive

Reflexives are formed differently according to the subjects in a sentence. See the

following examples.

(230) ved vanl bal ved.nan1
2s hit effect yourself
PRO \% \% REFLX
‘You hit yourself.’

(231) mplal vapl bal  mplalnani

3s hit effect himself
PRO \% \% REFLX
‘He hit himself.’

Or

mplal vanl bal  alnand
3s hit effect himself

PRO V \Y REFLX
‘He hit himself.’
(232) khui daJ ai?l vanl bal nan1
Khu and Ai hit effect themself
N.PROP CONJ N.PROP \Y \Y REFLX

‘Khu and Ai hit themself.’

(233) naipud vanl bal naipui.nan
1pl hit effect ourselves
PRO \% \% REFLX

‘We hit ourselves.’
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The different forms of the reflexive are summarized in Table 22.

Table 22 Reflexives in Kayan Lahta

Subject Reflexive

Proper Noun | nani

nai‘1s’ Jnainand

ved ‘2’ ved nan

naipui‘1pl’ | paipui nani

6.10 Complex clause types

Sentences are made up of at least one clause in Kayan Lahta. In Kayan Lahta, when a
single clause is uttered as a complete thought with sentence intonation, it is a simple
sentence. A simple sentence can also be marked by adding final particle at the end
of the clause. However, typically no final particle occurs in daily speech in Kayan

Lahta. Adding a final particle seems more polite and more formal.
The simple sentence structure is illustrated in (234).

[CLAUSE (qal)]

(234) matho?ipon  pal  led satk"oni qal
yesterday 1s g0 rice.field s.f
N PRO V N PRT

‘Yesterday I went to the rice field.’

The final particle in example (234) is optional and the meaning of the sentence is

stays the same.

6.10.1 Coordinate clauses
One way of forming complex clauses is through coordination. There are two

coordinate conjunctions, ‘da/’ and ko1’ in Kayah Lahta. They can link the two
clauses in a sentence. The two clauses are independent in that they could stand

alone to form a sentence.
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[Clause da)/ko1 Clause]

(235) ho'nl thanl s"a?l palmoi  dol  palmodi  plal jal vanJ
call ~ decend only woman and woman @ clf not  clean
\Y \% ADV N CONJ N CLF NEG \%
‘Call one of the women who is not clean.” (who is not appropriate to be

sacrificed.)

(236) vayl talpi1 bal daJ jal bal  jod
hit fly clf and not can  s.f
\% N CLF CONJ NEG V PRT

‘(The bear tried to) hit the fly but (he) could not.’

(237) ved ol sto k'ul  kod pja’ni te1  nate’
2s live mountain on and.then move come Natei
PRO \% N LOCZR CONJ \% \% N.PROP

‘He lived in a mountain and then (he) moved to the village Natei.’

In (235) and (236), the two clauses are linked by the conjunction da.J. The use of the
conjunction ‘da/’ suggests that the two events happened at the same time. It can be
translated as ‘and’ or ‘but’ depending on the context. In example (237) the
conjunction ‘ko7 is used to link the two clauses in a sentence. The use of the
conjunction ‘ko7 suggests that the first event vef o/ s"oJ k"u/ ‘I lived in a mountain’
happened first and then it was followed by the second event pja’y{ te'j1 natey ‘move

to the Natei’ happened. They did not happen at the same time.

In example (238) the agent is omitted. According to the context, the agent is ‘the

bear’. The agent of the first and the second clause is the same in this example.

6.10.2 Relative clauses
Complex clauses are also created when a relative clause is used to modify a noun

phrase inside the main clause. In Kayan Lahta, relative clauses are marked by the
relativizer ‘daf’ or unmarked and the clause directly follows the noun it modifies.

Relative clauses are underlined in the following discussion

Example (238) relativizer is omitted and the relative clause o/ kaJlanJ ku?7 ‘exist

inside the plate’ directly follows the noun.
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(238) plud plal and Oanl-6al ol kaJlanJ ku?1
child clf eat  fruit exist plate in
N CLF V N \ N LCZR
‘The child ate the fruit which is on the plate.’

In (239) and (240), the relativizer da- is used to mark a relative clause that modifies

a noun ‘plaibaltal’ ‘child’ inside the clause.

(239) ho'yl  plaibajtal dai ul [EXdl

call child rel drink water

\% N REL \Y% N
‘Call the child who drunk water.’

(240) [a?1 bani plaibaital dad mo{  nkad
water  cup  child rel do destroy

POSS N N REL \% \%
‘the cup that the child destroyed.’

In example (241) a relative clause modifies the noun which is in the subject
position. In this example, the relativizer da7 follows the noun that the relative clause
modifies. The first pla/ is used as a head noun and the second pla/ is used as a

classifier. In this clause, the relative clause appears between the noun and the

classifier.
(241) pla) dsian!  jenl pla)  s"an?1 lod talpii bal  joi led
man rel eat rice-cooked clf look see  fly clf fly down
N  RELV N CLF V \% N CLF V V

‘The man who was eating rice saw the fly fly down.’
The relativizer can be omitted as in example (242).

(242) pla) and  jenl plal  shan?1 b1 talpii bal  jod led
man eat rice-cooked clf look see  fly clf fly down

N \% N CLF \% \% N CLF \% \%
‘The man who was eating rice saw the fly fly down.’
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6.10.3 Adverbial clauses

Adverbial clauses are classified based on their syntactic structure and the semantic
relationship between the dependent clause and the main clause. Structurally an
adverbial clause modifies another (main) clause and is introduced by a subordinate
conjunction or preposition and often ended by another dependent clause final
subordinator. (Manson, 2010: 396)

In Kayan Lahta subordinate conjunctions are always sentence final but occasionally

may appear sentence initial also.

Subordinators are underlined in the following discussion and square brackets

surround the adverbial clause.

6.10.3.1 Temporal adverbial clauses
In Kayan Lahta, temporal adverbial clauses are included in the main clauses and

they usually appear at the beginning of main clause. When the temporal adverbial
clauses come first in a sentence, sitk"o*/ ‘when’ is the subordinate conjunction that is
used. Look at examples (243a) and (244a). If the temporal adverbial clause comes at
the end of the sentence, the subordinate conjunction is ‘ba-....... sitk"o*!’. Look at
examples (243b) and (244b).

The two positions of the temporal clauses can be:

[Temporal Clause Main Clause]

[eveernnnnennns sitk"0"{1+ Main Clause]
Or
[Main Clause Temporal Clause]
[Main Clause bai......... sitk"0"1]
(243) a.lan] loJ wil sitk"o1]  talpii bal  joi lanJ

eat together  delicious when fly clf fly descend
% ADV ADJ TIME N CLF V \%

‘When eating deliciously, the fly descended.’
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b. talpii bal  joi lanlt [bal anl loJ wil  sitk"o™]
fly clf fly descend prep eat together  delicious when
N CLF V V PREP V ADV ADJ TIME
‘The fly descended when eating deliciously.’

(244) a.[kaljan?] lwan! pil  ten] bal  k"ai] jol p"il/  anlbalul
Kayan go get porcupine clf when not give  eat PaO
N.PROP  V \% N CLF  TIME NEG V V  N.PROP
‘When Kayan get a porcupine, they do not give PaO to eat.’

b. kaljan?1 jal p"il anlbatul [bai Iwanl! niif ten] bal  kPai]
Kayan not give  eat PaO time go get porcupine clf when
N.PROP NEG V V.  N.PROP PREP V V. N CLF TIME

‘Kayan do not give PaO, when get a porcupine.’

In the two examples above, two positions of the temporal adverbial clauses can be
seen. Firstly, the temporal adverbial clauses precede the main clauses and the
subordinate conjunctions sitk"o"f or k"a{ ‘when’ occur at the end of the temporal
clause in a sentence. Secondly, the temporal adverbial clauses follow the main
clause and the subordinate conjunctions and baf ‘when’ occurs at the beginning of

the temporal clauses and sitk"o"/ or k"a{ ‘when’ at the end of the sentence.

6.10.3.2 Reason clauses
In Kayan Lahta, ko7 ‘so’ and maJrafme/ ‘because’ are the conjunctions that are used

in a reason clause. ko1 ‘so’ has more than one meaning. In the following examples it
gives a reason. In use, the reason clause precedes the result clause and the two

clauses are connected by ko ‘so’ or majratme] ‘because’.

(245) plal  plaibaltal jol  pjen] [kod pja’npi tend  nate’n]
clf child not  feel-well so move come Natei
CLF N NEG V RESN \% \% N.PROP

‘The children are not feeling well, so (they) move to Natei.’

(246) ai?l Balvil [kod al anltond  tainaind]
Ai hungry S0 3s hunt animal
N.PROP V RESN PRO V N

‘Ai is hungry so he goes hunting.’
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In example (249) the coordinator mafraime/ is used to connect the two clauses.

(247) nad jal led satk"onpd  [malraimel  kanlfwed]
1s not  go rice.field because rain
PRO NEG \% N RESN \%

‘T do not go to the rice field because it rain.’

6.10.3.3 Cause-effect clauses
In Kayan Lahta, the same marker ko is used for reason clauses and result clause. So

syntactically, they cannot be distinguished. The two clauses can be distinguished

only by their meaning.

The result clauses are coded by ko7 ‘so’. In the sentence, the result clauses follow the

main clause and the two clauses are connected by ko ‘so’.

(248) mon an/  manitol  [kod plaJ taJmol]
spirit eat wrong so person die
N \% ADJ CAUSE N \%

‘The Spirit eats imappropriately so the people die.
(Lit. The Spirit eat (something) wrong so people die.’

(249) ved nol  dal qal tal jopd do'ni [kod pnol  od]
2s sleep can  s.f owner house say  so sleep  exist
PRO \ \ PRT N N \ CAUSE V \%

‘You can sleep, says the house owner so (he) sleep.’

(250) nai jol  apd  jeyl [ko1 nai  BGahvil]
1s not  eat rice-cooked  so 1s hungry
PRO NEG V N CAUSE PRO V

‘T do not eat rice, so I am hungry.’

In the above three examples, the coordinator ko7 ‘so’ is used. The cause clauses occur

at the beginning of the sentences and they are followed by the main clauses.

6.10.3.4 Conditional clauses
Conditional clauses are marked by the subordinate conjunction me/ ‘if’. Conditional

clauses describe some hypothetical situation and the consequences of the situation.

In a sentence in Kayan Latha, the first part of the sentence is the condition clause
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and it describes the hypothetical situation. The second part of the sentence is the

clause that describes the consequence of the condition clause.

The following are the examples of conditional clauses.

(251) [ved tanka?l ol mel] ved
2s money exist if 2s
PRO N \% SUB.CONJ PRO

‘If you have money, what will you do?’

(252) [pai jal shan?1 14 maini mel]
1s not look see mother if
PRO NEG V \ N SUB.CONJ

‘If I do not see mother, I will not eat.’

(253) [ai?] led nanltu]  mel] aJ
Ai g0 forest if 3s
N.PROP V N SUB-CONJ PRO

‘If Ai go to the forest, he will go for hunting.’

(254) [malkwatgon) kanlfwed mel] nai
today rain if 1s
N \ SUB-CONJ PRO

‘If it rains today, I will go to the rice field.’

6.11 Serial verb constructions

kaJ
will

\Y

nai
1s
PRO

kad
will

\Y

kaJ
will

\%

mo-
do

kad

will

lwanJ
go

le4

g0
\%

salnel

what

jol anljenl
not eat rice
NEG V N

tanaind
hunting
N

satk"on1
rice.field
N

In this section, the different kinds of serial verb constructions which include action

with purpose, action (cause)-result, motion with goal, motion with direction, action

with result, action with completion and action with negative result are discussed.

In Kayan Lahta, two verbs or more which are not lexically related are combined in a

serial verb construction. They are very frequent in this language. However, some

verbs series are compound and not serial verbs.

In example (255), the two verbs, s"an?7 ‘look’ and Io1 ‘see’ co-occur. However, the

meaning of the combined verbs is not compositional. The two verbs are combined to

form one meaning ‘see’. This is a coordinate compound and not a compositional
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serial verb construction. The meaning of serial verbs is more compositional than

with compound verbs.

(255) batul  stan?l lo4 ten] bal  fwan?l
PaO look  see porcupine clf feather
N.PROP V \% N CLF N

‘Pa.O sees the porcupine’s feather.’

In this section, some types of serial verb constructions will be examined. In this
paper, serial verb constructions are treated as a variety of distinct verb pairs that are

defined by the semantic relationship between the verbs.

6.11.1 Action with purpose (different agent)

In this serial verb construction, the first verb shows the action of the agent and the

second verb express the purpose of the action in each sentence.

(256) balul pil apl  kajap?]  stayl jal
PaO give eat  Kayan elephant  meat
N.PROP V \ N.PROP N N

‘Pa.O give Kayan elephant meat to eat.’

In example (257), there are two participants: the agent and the recipient. In this
sentence, the action verb p"i/ ‘give’ precedes the verb anJ ‘eat’ which express the
purpose of the first action. The purpose of Pa.O for giving the meat to Kayan is to

eat.

(257) dal anl  jeyl
cook eat rice-cooked
\Y% \Y% N

‘Cook rice to eat.’

(258) mal an  kamwanl
make eat snack
% \% N

‘Make snack to eat.’

In the above two examples, the agents are omitted and there are no recipients or
patients. The verbs anJ ‘eat’ is followed by the action verbs, daJ/ ‘cook’ and ma/
‘make’. The meaning of both sentences is that the implied agents make something

with the purpose of eating.
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6.11.2 Action (cause) - result

The verb moJ/ ‘make’ expresses the action which is caused to happen. It is followed

by the verb which expresses the result of the action. Causative verbs were discussed

in section 6.6.

(259) kal plaibaital moi  p'a?l
call child make break
\Y% N \% \%
‘Call the child who broke the bottle.’

(260) nai mol) anlial val
1s make split bamboo
PRO \% \% N
‘I split the bamboo.’

ple'nd
bottle

N

ma-+

clf

CLF

In examples (259) and (260), the causative verb moJ ‘make’ is followed by the result

verb p"a?7 ‘break’ and anJjai‘split’.

6.11.3 Motion with arbitrary goal

In this type of serial verb construction, the two action verbs co-occur to express

motion that has goal. They express simultaneous or immediately consecutive action.

All the verbs share the same agent as can be seen in the following examples. In all

examples below, the goal given is arbitrarily connected to the motion.

(261) ved led moi  salnel
2s g0 do what
PRO \% \% Q

‘What are you going to do?’

(262) than?1 da?1 led eni plal
bear clf g0 bite  human
N CLF \ \ N
‘The bear go bite the man.’

(263) plud plal  lod vagl talpif bal
child clf follow hit fly clf
N CLF V \% N CLF

‘The child follow hit the fly.’
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6.11.4 Motion with direction

In this type of serial verb construction, the two verbs are combined to express
motion with direction. The first verb expresses the motion of the agent and the

second verb denotes the direction of the action.

(264) talpiif bal  joi lan/J
fly clf fly descend
N CLF \% \%

‘The fly came down.’

(265) pja’ni tenpd do'nl Tju
move come Vvillage Tju
\Y% \% N N.PROP
‘(They) move to the Tju village.’

(266) moalkanl kalho'yl thanl s"a?1  palmod
spirit call ascend only woman
N \ \% PRT N

‘The spirit calls only the women.’

6.11.5 Action with result

In this “action with result” serial verb construction, the two verbs are combined to
each other to show an action that has the result. The first verb expresses the action
of the agent and the second verb denotes the result in this construction. See the

examples below:

(267) kaljan?1 wanl nif  tepl bal
Kayan hunt get  porcupine clf
N.PROP \ \% N CLF

‘Kayan hunted (and) get a porcupine.’

’

In example (267) the first verb, lwan/ ‘hunt’ shows the action of the agent, ‘Kayan

and has the result that the Kayan get a porcupine.

This serial verb construction can be used in a question form as can be seen in the

following example.

(268) vedl & and  mjonitod
2s quest eat  finish
PRO Q \ \

‘Have you finished eating?’
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6.11.6 Action with completion

The verb ba/ is combined with the action verb to express that an action is complete.
In this serial verb construction, the action verb is followed by the verb ba/ ‘touch’
which indicates that the action is completed. Events modified by ba/ must be of
short duration. When ba/ is used with long duration, events denote the experiential
past.

(269) p"ai vanl bal  talpii bal
father  hit touch fly clf

N \% \% N CLF
‘The father hits the fly.’

(270) plud plaJ enpi bal salno*l  madl
child clf bite  touch thumb clf
N CLF \% \% N CLF

‘The child bites his thumb.’

(271) mplal vanl bal  mplanan
3s hit touch himself
PRO \ \% REFLX
‘He hits himself.’

(272) is the example that ba/ is used with long duration event that denotes the
experimental past

(272) matho*?1  nen pail  led baJ salthon )
yesterday  year 1s go experience Tha-Hton
N N PRO V \% N.PROP

‘Last year, I had an experience going to Tha Hton.’

6.11.7 Action with negative result

The verb ka literally means ‘destroy’. In this kind of serial verb construction, the
verb ka' follows the action verbs to show that the action results in a negative
outcome. In each sentence, it has intention. The examples below show actions with a

negative purpose.

(273) p"ai vanl ka4 talpi1 bal
father  hit action fly clf
N \ \ N CLF

‘The father hits the fly.’
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(274) fwil do?1 enpd  ka' plui  pla)  kPanibo'nl
dog clf bite  action child clf leg
N CLF V \% N CLF N
‘The dog bites the child’s leg.’

(275) tul bal  saljod mai ka4
bird clf fly disappear action
N CLF V \% \
‘The bird fly disappear.’

6.12 Conclusion

In this chapter, single clause types were discussed. In the clause types, declarative,
content questions and imperative were included. Interrogative and polar questions
were discussed under content questions, aspect, ability, negation, comparative and
superlative, causative, reciprocal and reflexive were also presented. Brief discussions
of complex sentence types which contain coordinate, relative and adverbial clauses
were included in this chapter. Finally, several serial verb constructions were

presented.
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Chapter 7

Conclusion

7.1 Introduction
This chapter is the conclusion of the thesis and it summarizes each chapter that has
presented in previous. Suggestions for the further study on the Kayan Lahta are

included in this chapter.

7.2 Summary

Chapter 1 provided information about the thesis and gave a briefly summer of each
chapter. It introduced the Lahta people, the language that they are using, their
education, religion, and beliefs. It also provided information about where they live,
how they dress, what they do for their living and how many people there are.

Finally the limitations, scope, and benefit of the research were discussed.

Chapter two described Lahta phonology. The consonant and vowel inventory, the
tones and the syllable structure of the language were discussed. The consonant
section was divided into plosives, nasals, fricatives, and approximants. In the vowel
section monophthongs and diphthongs were covered. Major syllable structure and
minor syllable structures were discussed under the syllable structure. Finally, the
distribution of phones that include initial consonant-tone distribution, monophthong
vowel-tone distribution, nasal rhymes, diphthong vowel-tone distribution and

consonant vowel sequences were described.

The phonology analysis concluded that there are 24 consonants and 14 vowels (10
monophthongs and 4 diphthongs) in Kayan Lahta. It is a tonal language and there

are 4 tones in Kayan Lahta.

Chapter three started the grammatical analysis of the Kayan Lahta language. This
chapter described the word classes of the language. Both major word classes and
minor word classes were discussed in this chapter. In the major word classes section,
nouns, verbs, adjective and adverb were discussed. Nouns were sub-divided into
proper nouns, common nouns and compound nouns. Subordinate compounds,

attributed compounds, coordinate compounds and idiomatic compounds were
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included under the compound noun section. The minor word classes consisted of
pronouns, classifiers, demonstratives, numbers, quantifiers, conjunctions and

localizers.

Chapter four described noun phrases, classifier phrases, adpositionals and relative
clauses. Under the noun phrase section, head nouns, possessives, adjectives,

demonstratives and quantifiers were presented.

In the classifier phrase section, the classifiers were shown to mostly occur with
numerals, quantifiers, or with demonstratives. Sometimes, the classifiers directly
follow the noun. Adpositional and relative clause modification was also discussed in

this chapter.

Chapter five was about the simple clauses of the Lahta. The linear order of elements
in the clause was represented in this chapter. Two types of clauses: non-verbal and
verbal clauses were presented in this chapter. The copula clause was subdivided into
attributive clauses, equative clauses, location clauses, existential clauses, clausal
possession and quantification predication. The verbal clause section included
intransitive clauses, transitive clauses, motion clauses and ditransitive clauses.
Specific forms for encoding agent, patient, location, manner, recipient, instrument
and time were presented in this chapter under the section of semantic roles and

relationships.

In Chapter six, two clause types: major clause types and complex clause types in the
Kayan Lahta were discussed. In the major clause types section, declarative,
imperative and content question were presented. Then the question section was sub-
divided into interrogative and polar questions. Verbal aspect, ability, negation,
comparative and superlative, causative, reciprocals and reflexives were also
presented. The complex types discussed included coordinates, relative clauses,
adverbial clauses and subordinate clauses. Finally serial verb constructions were

presented.

7.3 Further research
As the thesis is the brief grammar description of Kayan Lahta, more research is

needed to go deeper. A number of questions need to be answered.

For the phonology chapter, it is necessary to learn more about the tones as the data
collection was not focus on the tones. Breathy phonation is not considered in this

thesis. More data is required to know whether the Kayan Lahta language has a
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breathy phonation or not. Some words like ‘0iJ’, ‘jaT are probably loan words from

Burmese. They need to be investigated too.

As Kenneth Neil Manson states that ‘A grammar of a language language is never
finished,” Kayan Lahta language needs to be studied further. Especially, verbal
particles such as modals and aspect markers are needed to be studied more.
Unfortunately, the meaning of some particles cannot be described as they occur only
one or two times in the data. More data needs to be collected to improve the

analysis.

Adpositional phrases are also needed to be studied more. Complex sentences
including coordinate, subordinate and relative clauses need to be explained more in
detail.

There are three different groups in Kayan. These four different groups speak
different dialects, yet except for Kayan Lahta, they are mutual intelligibility.
According to a recent survey Lahta has a minimal 25% lexical difference to other
Kayan dialects. As Lahta is lexically different from other Kayan, there is a question
how the grammar of Lahta is different. To answer that question, it needs to be

studied further in comparison with other Kayan grammars.
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Appendix A
SONGS AND STORIES

1 than?1 dal fwil do?1 plud plal , plut pil plal
bear and dog clf child clf child small clf

N CONN N CLF N CLF N ADJ CLF
A bear and a dog, a child, a small child

2 fwil da?1 plui plal plai  baltal plal plui plal anl jenl

dog clf child clf person child clf child clf eat rice-cooked
N CLF N CLF N N CLF N CLF V. N
A dog, a child, a child, child ate rice-cooked.

3 an) keJmwan]

eat snack
V N

Ate snack.

4 ul 01

drink alcohol
\Y% N

Drank alcohol.

5anl Oapl Oal

eat tree fruit
V N N
Ate fruit.

6 p'u?l dol  pPad napi lolkwailol

son and father sit together
N CONN N A% ADV
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The son and the father sat together.

7 nani lalkwadilo]) dal an/! lalkwadlo]

sit together and eat together
v ADV CONN V ADV
Sitting together and eating together.

8 paipui agpl laJkwailo! mel wil

we(lp) eat together is delicious
PRO VvV ADV vV ADJ

Eating together was delicious.

9 plui plal agl OGan! 6al kallan) ku?l

child cIf eat tree fruit plate inside
N CLF V. N N N PREP
The child ate fruit in the plate

10 thap! japlta?1 bond
burn candle clf

v N CLF

Burned the candle.

11 ul 61l

drink alcohol
\Y% N
Drank alcohol.

12 anl jep]
eat rice-cooked

vV N

Ate rice-cooked..
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13 plal an! jenT
clf eat rice-cooked

CLF V. N

People ate rice-cooked.

14 pla] plal an! jen dal ul il
clf clf eat rice-cooked and drink alcohol

CLF CLF V. N CONN V N

The man ate rice and drank alcohol.

15pla]  ul IEYd

person drink water
CLF A% N

People drank water.

16 plaJ] apl Oan! 6al

person eat tree fruit
CLF V N N

People ate fruit.

17 balled ma

bottle clf
N CLF
A bottle

18 talpid bal joi led

fly clf fly go
N CLF V V
A fly came.

193] moigd da?1 o)  lalkwadlol

mother clf exist together
N CLF V ADV

His mother was together (with him).
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20 than?1 do?1 led ?elnd plal

bear «clf go bite clf
N CLF V V CLF

The bear went bit a person.

21 ani mjani bal
open mouth clf

v N CLF
Opened his mouth.

22 plui plal ol salpwel vapnl kadlod

child clf take thing  hit will
N CLFV N v v
The child took thing to hit.

23 plui plal lof vary] talpii bal

child clf follow hit fly clf
N CLF V v N CLF
The child followed hit the fly.

24 an! lol jenl
eat together rice-cooked

V ADV N
(They) ate rice-cooked together.

25 ul lo/ 61l

drink together alcohol
Vv ADV N
(They)drank alcohol together.

26 ?e'ngd bal salno"d ma

bite effect thumb clf
Vv Vv N CLF
(He) bit his thumb.
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27 maind da?l nponlmad

mother clf angry
N CLF V
The mother got angry.

28 maind da?1 vapl talpii bal

mother clf hit fly clf
N CLF V N CLF
The mother hit the fly.

29 me'n] pral bal

fire clf burn
N CLF V
The fire bruned.

30 ballan! pkai  lud

thing  destroy all
N ADV  QUNT
All things were destroyed.

31 p"u?1 lagle'n] coisa?

son become scare
N v ADV

The son(the child) was scare.

32 gkai  luf {21 jepl

destroy all water rice-cooked

ADV QUNT N N

Water rice-cooked were destroyed

33 moingd da?1 eImad

mother clf angry
N CLF ADV
The mother got angry.
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34 talpif bal jod mad had

fly  clf fly dissapear gone
N CLF V V v
The fly flew dissapear.

35 van]
hit
A%
Hit

36 pol bal ol p"u?l plal

hit cIf one son clf
V CLF PRO N CLF
He hit his child (the child was hit by his father).

37 pkal  lud taljal

destroy all thing
ADV  QUNT N
All things were destroyed

38 va1 kad
hit
A%
(The father) hit.

39 pral laJ  vapl kal talpii bal

father under hit fly clf
N PREP V N CLF
The father hit the fly.
40 p"u?1 lad ¢Imar

son descend angry
N A% ADV
The son got angry.
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41 fwil da?1 led ?e'nd ka'd plud plal khanlbo'nl
dog clf go bite child clf leg

N CLF vV V N CLF N
The dog went bit the child's leg.

42 p"u?1 do?1 eImad

son clf angry
N CLF ADV
The son got angry.

43 agl lud ha1 6an] 6Oal

eat all gone tree fruit
V QUNT V N N
(They) ate all fruit.

44 talpii bal lan) bal deoi plaibaltal salpon!

fly  clf down rest on  child head
N CLF V V  PREP N N
The fly rested down on the child's head.

45 maind plal ul il

mother clf drink alcohol
N CLF V N
The mother drank alcohol.

46 5] pPad plal vanl talpii bal

one father cIf hit fly clf
PRO N CLF V N CLF
The father hit the fly.

47 lan) bal bai p"u?l plal salpon]

down rest at son clf head
\Y% \Y% PREP N CLF N

Rested on the son's head.
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48 p"u?1 plal noind
son clf cry

N CLF V

The son cried.

49 fwil da?l dal led lwanl ka1 plal plad

dog clf and go go

N CLF CONN V V CLF N

The dog went run after the child.

50 p"u?1 plal vanl kald
son clf hit

N CLF V
The son hit (the fly)

51 saljo1 ma- ka'd
fly  dissapear
A" A"
(The fly) fly dissapeared.

52 talpi1 bal lan) bal f[wil da?l

fly  clf down rest dog clf
N CLF V V. N CLF
The fly rested down on the dog.

53 plui plal vanl ka'd

child clf hit
N CLF V
The child hit (the fly)

54 talpi1 bal lag) bal kadl fwil do?T

fly  clf down rest dog clf
N CLF V v N CLF
The fly flew down rest on the dog.
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55 plui plal folmal ka4 k"onl bal

child clf take chair clf
N CLF V N CLF
The child took the chair.

56 than?1 do?1 thanl kad k"opl kMul  dal  vanl
bear clf wup chair on and  hit

N CLF V N LOCZR CONN V

The bear climbed on chair and hit.

57 lanl bal ka'l @anl 6al

down rest tree fruit
\Y% \Y% N N

Rested down on the fruit

58 pka1  lud han/

destroy all soil
ADV  QUNT N
All destroyed on the ground.

59 plui led ol bal KkPopl kMul

child go exist at chair on
N vV V PREP N LOCZR
The child went and stayed on the chair

60dsl  fol wvagpl ko salgwe]

and take hit then thing
CONN V v CONN N
And took (the stick) and hit the things.

61dal  jol pid
and not get

CONN PRT V
And (he) could not (hit).
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62 plu1 plal gkai  lud

child clf destroy all
N CLF ADV ~ QUNT
The child fell down.

63 lan) lud han

down all soil
V  QUNT N
All fell down on the ground.

64 da) jol anpl bal jol

and not eat effect S.F
CONN PRT V CLF PRT

And they were not able to eat.

10 song (Rec5)

1ns1 jol dal kapd moha?l

sleep not can under part night
A% PRT V N N
(I) could not sleep tonight.

2 bal solnel

happen what

\4 Q
What happened?

3mul dal la?1  kPad

sun and moon shine
N CONN N \Y

The sun and the moon shine.
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41wil thagl ved solponl

think ascend 2s on
A\ A\ N PREP
(I) thought about you.

5 psTmar/
dream

Vv
(I) dreamed (you).

6 poIman! ku?l 1o mel pai dal ved

dream inside see is 1s and 2s
\Y% PREP V V PRO CONN N

In my dream, I saw you and me.

7 nai dal ved jol s"an?l lod mel dal balsalnel

1s and 2s not look see is can why
PRO CONN N PRT V vV V. V Q
Why I and you could not see (each other).

8 mul ned la?1 kPad nef mal pjagl ved balwa?l

sky and moon shine and sun like 2s life
N CONN N v CONN N V N N

your life was like the sky, the moon and the sun shine.

9tod  moallii mod taimoi mod jol 6i?1

from morning do work do not know
PREP N VvV N V PRT YV

In the morning, I worked (but) I didn't know that I was working.

10 lwil thanl 1a'?1  ved solponl vel jwalplad

think ascend always 2s on 2s image
A% A% N PREP N N

Always thinking about you, your image.
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11 kPMad  anl jenl anl jedl jol @i?l
when eat rice-cooked eat rice-cooked not know

CONN V N V. N PRT V
When I ate, I didn't know that I was eating.

12 k™ul mai led 1a'?21  @e'nd ved salponl

clf go always again 2s head
CLF V ADV ADV N N

My head always went to you again. (I think about you again and again.)

13 mallii  Iwil jal 6i?1

morning think not know
N v PRT V

I didn't know when the moring come.

14 malha?l1 Iwil jol 6i?1

night think not know
N v PRT V

t know when the night'l didncame.

15 kwagiked lu1  pal k"ul mad

all 1s N clf
QUNT PRO CLF

Everything was confuse in my head.

ADJ

2(history) Rec. 35

lol 1ol do'nl poalpall
exist together village Pa Pai

A" ADV N N
(We) stayed together in (the village name) Pa Pai.
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2 moni tsud

Nat time

N N
(It was) the time of (secrificing) Nat.

3mwal moalkan! ol

spirit  festival exist

NPROP N \Y%
There was a fastival for the Mwa Nat.

4 molkanl kolho'nl thanl s"a?1 psalmod

festival call ascend only woman
N v v PRT N

In the festival, (Nat) called only the woman.

5ho'nl thanl s"a?l palmod dol  palmod plal jol vanl

call up only woman and woman clf not clean
A/ \% PRT N CONN N CLF PRT ADIJ
(He) call the woman and the woman was not clean. (the lady who is called by Nat

is not clean)

6 poJmo1 plal jol vapl ko thanl ap) manio]
woman clf not clean then ascend eat wrong

N CLF PRT ADJ CONN V VvV ADV
The woman was inappropriate to eat. (Lit: The woman is not clean and he eat

wrong.)

7thagl anl mandol kod plal tolmol

ascend eat wrong then clf die
A" vV ADV CONN CLF V
Ate wrong then people died.
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8 plai  qoitad al ol fo1 lol

person many he/she day die together
N QUNT PRO N VvV ADV
Many people died together withing a day.

92l pui 3l pui  fa1 lol tol jpoapd tol toipd

he/she many he/she many die together clf two clf three
PRO QUNT PRO QUNT V ADV CLF NUM CLF NUM
Many people died together, two or three (a day).

10 koA ol loJ jol dal

then exist together not can
CONN V ADV PRT V
Then they could not stay together.

11 pja°nd te'gd do"nl Tju
move come village Tju

A" A" N N
(They) moved to the village called Tju.

12 pja°nd te'gd Tju ko plal plaibaltal jol pjeqyl

(NN

move come Tju then «clf child not
A" A" N CONN CLF N PRT V
They moved to the village called Tju then the children did not felling well.

13 plal platbaltal jo1 pjenl kod  pja°nd te'nd note'n
clf child not o) move come Natei

CLF N PRT V CONN V v N
The childen did not felling well so they moved to the village named Natei.

14 fa?1 jol pjegl
chicken not ™

N PRT V

The chickens were not good.
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15 fa?1 jo1 pjenl mjeImanlkod pja°nd kMo ded do"nl taplp"onl
chicken not ™ then move another on  village Tan Pon

N PRT V CONN A" N PREP N N

The chicken were not good then they moved to another Tan Pon village.

16 do'n1 taplp"onl ko ol lol dal nid

village Tan Pon then exist together can long
N N CONN V ADV VvV ADJ
They moved to the village cllaed Tan Pon then they could stay together longer.

17 manJkod o] mbil lol loJkanl jo1 ?2e?1

then he/she feed together nat not able
CONN PRO V ADV N PRT V

Then they did not able to secrific nat anymore.

18 mbil lolkan! jol ?e?1 koA pja’nd lag) do'nl pa‘pd

feed nat S.F able then move down village Pou
A" N V ADJ CONN V v N NPROP
They did not want to sacrifice nat anymore than they moved down to the village
named Pau.
190) lol Buda  balsal

have together Buddish religion
v ADV N N
They became Buddish together.

20 lan)J ol lalttud  do'nl pa‘pgd jol
descend have until now village Pou S.F

v A% ADV N NPROP PRT

They lived in the village called Pou until now.
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3 how to weave

1 palpei ne'nl

cut leaf
\Y% N
Cut leaf.

2 blul se'nl mjeimag! vol

dry dry then make dry water

v Vv CONN v

Dry (the leaves) and then make dry

3mblul vanl

take off smooth
\Y% ADIJ
Make them smooth.

4 mjelmanlko1 da)  shad

then and sew
CONN CONN V
And then saw (it).

5 s"al mjelman ko1 nal

sew then top part

V ~ CONN LOCZR

Sew then (sew) the top part.

6 pal mjelman! ndal
top part then weave
LOCZR CONN A"

(Sew) the top part then weave.
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7ndal mjelman! ba?l

weave then
A% CONN
Weave then (make the head part to be) round.

8 ba?1 tha?l

fold
Vv
(Make the head part to be) round (then) fold up.

9 tha?1 mjelmanl sa?lud

fold then cover
Vv CONN A/
Fold (it) up then cover.

4 how to make basket

1 papi tolman] mad

make basket clf
\Y% N CLF
Make a basket.

2 pal plagi telman) mad
1s  make basket clf
PRO V N CLF

I make a busket.

3 ku?l wval

cut bamboo.plant
PREP N

Cut bamboo.
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4 nai ku?l val

1s cut bamboo.plant
PRO PREP N

I cut the bamboo.

5ku?1 wval dol toldspl

inside bamboo.plant with knife/ blade
PREP N PREP N
Cut the bamboo with knife.

6 cwel doal pil
pull and rope

v CONN N
Pull with rope.

7 anljad
split
A"

split out (to make the bamboo smooth).

8 anljal mjelmanlkoi ntud
split then smooth
A" CONN v

9ntul  mjelmanlkod tail npdil  kand
smooth then weave weave under part

ADJ CONN A" A% N

Make smooth then weave under part (of the basket).

10 tha'l  thap) salnal

weave ascend frame
Vv Vv N
Weave up the frame (of the basket).
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11 ndi! dal qiJ
weave and  cane/rattan

v CONN N

Weave with cane/rattan.

12 mjeTman ko1 sifsa'nd dal ho™d

then carry can
CONN v v

Then (you) can carry it.

13 shanistad kjal
sell market

\Y% N
Sell in the market.

14 pad phal shapdishal tolmanl mad

1s father sell basket clf
PRO N A/ N CLF
My father sells basket.

15ved plangd p"ul tolman] maf

2s make beatuiful basket clf
PRO V ADV N CLF

He makes the basket nicely.

6 the fly and the bear(Rec15)

1 than?1 dal al moind plal angl jenl
bear and he/she mother clf eat rice-cooked

N CONN PRO N CLF V. N

A bear and his mother eat rice.

2 talpid bal led

fly clf go
N CLF V
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The fly come.

3 elt"anl Oal

angry heart
ADJ v
(He) get angry.

4 van talpii bal

hit fly clf
v N CLF
Hit the fly.

5 talpi1 bal f[wal had

fly clf goaway gone
N CLF V v
the fly go away

6 vagl bal dod ol mpoind lad

hit clf in he/she mother
\Y% CLF PREP PRO N
Hit his wife.

7 (father and son) Rec.25

1lal moalkalsha?l kPal , ol ptal dol o) p"u?l ol ol 03]
time long ago when he/she father and one son exist together clf
ADJ ADV Q PRO N CONN PRO N A" ADV CLF

non

two

NUM

Long long ago, the father and the son stayed together.
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2 palk™u?1 papi plal ol Ilolkwadlol janl ku?l

man two clf exist together house inside
N NUM CLF V ADV N PREP

The two men were stayed together in a house.

35l p"u?l plal mel blad

one son clf is lazy
PRO N CLF V. ADJ

The son was lazy.

4 p*u?1 plal mel mwa'i plal blad

son clf is is clf lazy
N CLFV V CLF ADJ

The son is a lazy one.

5sta?l anl jenl
only eat rice-cooked

PRT V N
(The son) ate only. (Only know to eat.)

6 Iodko1 ol prad ol plal jal k"l  mai

then he/she father he/she clf pull on clf
CONN PRO N PRO CLF V  LOCZR CLF
Then, his father pull the head.

7 bal mbi doinol

happen feed
A% A%
It was like that.

8 olnwal kod ol phal plal ¢lthag] 6al

later then one father clf angry heart
ADV ~ CONN PRO N CLF ADJ N
Then, the father got angry.

140



9 nal ol p'u?l ol 63l pand

1s he/she son exist clIf two
PRO PRO N \Y% CLF NUM

I had sons.

10 ol p'ai plal do'nd

he/she father clf say
PRO N CLF V
The father said.

11kod  pail pkwarl taimod do'ni al do"n

then 1s find work say he/she say
CONN PRO V N v PRO V
'Then I find a job' he said.

12kod 3l p'u?l plal ko1  shapishad talpid

then he/she son clf then sell fly
CONN PRO N CLF CONN V N
Then the son, sold the fly.

13 gshal gshal ko1  mol bal ha?1 thanl

sell sell then sun happen night ascend
A% A% CONN N V N A\
(He) sold, sold then the night came.

14 koA tals"o?1 tjal  jsnl do'nl o) ku?l ol plal

then ask owner house village one inside one clf
CONN V N N N PRO PREP PRO CLF

Then (he) asked one of the woner of the house in a village.

15 pad psl ed dal bai jan! ku?l

1s sleep question can at house inside
PRO V Q V  PREP N PREP

'Can I sleep in the house?'
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16 ved ps1 dal qal tjal jsp) do"nd
2s sleep can S.F owner house say

N V V  PRT N N A%

'You can sleep' the house owner said.

17koi  pnol ol

then sleep exist
CONN V A%
Then sleep.

18 ps1 o)  bainol

sleep exist there
A% A% PREP
Slept there.

19 ved shapishal solnel tjal  jegl plal tals"o?]

2s sell what owner house clf ask
N V Q N N CLF V

'What do you sell' asked the house owner.

20 shanishad talpid

sell fly
v N
Sell fly.

21ved fol thagl gpal ku?l jol dal jol tjal jap! do“pd
2s take ascend 1s inside not can S.F owner house say

N V V PRO PREP PRT V PRT N N v

'You can not take it inside the house', say the house owner.

22 kod ke han!

then soil
CONN N
(So he) left (the flies) on the ground.
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9 history of Lahta and Pa.O

1kaljan?1 lalt"al dol  bolul ol Ilolkwadlol dod  salt"onl

Kayan Lahta and PaO exist together on  Tha Hton
N N CONN N v ADV PREP N
Kayan Lahta and Pa O lived together in Tha Hton

20l thelg lol maii so'nl kul
exist area together place mountain on

v N ADV N N LOCZR

(They) lived together in mountain area.

3 kod lwag] lol talnaind

then go together animal
CONN V ADV N
Then (they) go together for hunting.

40l pol lol so‘n] kul ko4 lwagJta Inaind
exist sleep together mountain on then hunting
v v ADV N LOCZR CONN N

Sleep together on the mountain, after that go hunting.

5kaljan?1 lwanl pid te'n] bal
Kayan go get porcupine clf
N v V N CLF

Kayan got a porcupine.

6 bolul Iwanl) lwa'l lwa'l shan

PaO go slow slow elephant
N A" ADJ ADJ N
The PaO ran very slowly after the elephant.
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7 mjeTman ko1 balul lwanl pid shanl da?1

then PaO go get elephant clf
CONN N v V N CLF
Then Pa O got an elephant.

8 shan1 dul do?1 mel balul lwan! ni

elephant big clf is PaO go get
N ADJ CLF V. N v v
The big elephant is hunted by PaO.

9 kaljan?1 lwanl pid te'n] bal kPad jol pPil apgl balul
Kayan go get porcupine clf when not give eat Pa O

N v V N CLF Q PRTV V N
When Kayan got a porcupine they did not give to eat to Pa O.

10 joT p"il anl balul
not give eat PaO

PRTV V N
Did not give to eat to Pa O.

11kod  balul lwanl pid stanl doa?7

then PaO go get elephant clf
CONN N v V N CLF
Then Pa O got an elephant.

12 pid shag khai pPhi) apl kaljap?]
get elephant when give eat Kayan

V N PRO V V N
When (Pa O) get elephant (they) gave to eat to Kayan.

13 koA balul led stan?l Iad telnl bal fwan? dul

then PaO go look see porcupine clf feather big
CONN N vV Vv V N CLF N ADJ

Then many Pa O see porcupine's feather were big.
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14 mjeTman ko1 do'nd manlkod ol stanl

da?1 dul

then say then elephant clf big

CONN v CONN N
Then said that the elephant was big.

15dul dal  shanl doa?7

big and elephant clf
ADJ CONN N CLF
If so, then bigger than the elephant.

16 mel shan] da?71 fwan?4 mel dul

is elephant clf feather is big
V N CLF N VvV  ADJ
The elephant's feather was big.

17 ved jol phil agl pad
2s not give eat 1s

N PRTV V PRO

'You do not give me to eat.'

18 marn ko1 malte'nl lo]

then fight together
CONN V ADV
Then fought each other.

19 tPuduad shud dod  bolul dol

from that time leaf on Pa O and
ADV \Y% PREP N CONN
From that time (Kayan) left from Pa O.

20 baJul dod  kaljan?1 jol vod

CLF ADJ

ved loJ tPuduad

PaO on Kayan not younger.sister brother together from that time

N PREP N PRT N

N ADV ADV

From that time, Kayan and Pa O did not become together as brother and sister.
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Appendix B
GRAMMAR QUESTIONS

1plad tol lwil

person clf four
N CLF NUM

four people

2 fwil lwil da?1

dog four clf
N NUM CLF

four dogs

3jong! lwil ma
house four clIf

N NUM CLF

four houses

4 lwil jopl
four house

NUM N

four house

53?1 Iwil ban

water four cup
N NUM N

four cups of water
62l jon/

one house
NUM N
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one house

72l nen
one day

NUM N

one day

8 non.! alkwad
day half
N  QUNT
half day

9 nand ke'nl
two clf
NUM CLF

two things

10 6olkwalfal lwil ma

mango four clf
N NUM CLF

four mangos

11 platbaltal psni plal

child two clf
N NUM CLF

tow children

12 plal plaibaltal ol plal

clf child one clf
CLF N NUM CLF
a child
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13jsng) dul 1wil mai

house big four clf
N ADJ NUM CLF

four big houses

14 pai jsn) dul lwil mad

1s  house big four -clf
PRO N ADJ NUM CLF

my four big houses

15 pad fa?1 shul bal

1s  chicken eight clf
PRO N NUM CLF
my eight chickens

16 pad fa?1 pil  dol s"ul bal

1s chicken small that eight clf
PRO N ADJ CONN NUM CLF
my that eight small chickens

17 pad fa?l pil  s"ul bal
1s  chicken small eight clf
PRO N ADJ NUM CLF

my eight small chickens

18 pai jsp! dul joldol lwil mad

1s house big that four «cIf
PRO N ADJ DEM NUM CLF

this is my four big houses

19 jsngl jol lwil ma
house old(thing) four clf
N ADJ NUM CLF

four old houses
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20 fwil kolmil allad

dog tail tall
N N ADJ
dog's long tail

21 fwil jend lal
dog house under

N N PREP

Dog is under the house./ dog which is under the house

22 fwil malcid jal nad
dog friend give 1s
N N VvV  PRO

dog that my friend give me

23 fwil kolmil allad joldol

dog tail tall that
N N ADJ DEM
that long tail dog

24 9lpwe?1 ku?l plal teigd plal

group inside clf three clf
N PREP CLF NUM CLF
three people from the group

25plal  teind plal dod plal lwil plal ku?l

person three clf on clf four clf inside
N NUM CLF PREP CLF NUM CLF LOCZR

three people from six people

26 mplal jopl dul Iwil mal

he/she(3s) house big four wife
PRO N ADJ NUM N

his four big houses
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27 mplal jon.
he/she(3s) house
PRO N

his house

28 pla]  dul mplal jon.

person big he/she(3s) house
N ADJ PRO N

that big person's house

29 plafbaltal jo1 ptudjal da fo
child not not felling well and die
N PRT V CO.CONJ V

The child that is not felling well and die.

30 ho'n1 plaibaltal mo1 pkai  luf fo?1  band

call child do destroy all water cup
A" N V. ADV  QUNT N N
call the child that make the glass broke

31 ho'nl plaibaltal moi pkai  luf fo?1 bangd moalho“"?1 nogl

call child do destroy all water cup yesterday day
A" N V. ADV  QUNT N N N N
.Call the child that make the glass broke yesterday
32 fa'l  @aplphan?]
throw branch

\Y% N
Throw the branch.

33 fall  @aplptap?l jol me'lths]
throw branch not good

A% N PRT ADV
Throw the banch that are not good.
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34 Galjal ol thal salponl

cloth exist iron on
N \Y% N N

Cloth which is on the iron

35 ho'ngl plaibaltal ul iEYd

call child drink water
\Y% N \Y% N

Call the child drinking the water.

36 platbaltal me'lt"sl ol  plal

child good one clf
N ADV NUM CLF
The child who is good

37 do'ngl o] plal dul

village one person big
N PRO N ADJ
the leader of the village

38jol ol phad
Kyaw one father

N PRO N
Kyaw's father

39 pat phu?l ol japi plad
1s son exist two person

PRO N A" NUM N

I have two sons.

40 pal jogl ol jpop! mad
1s house exist two clf

PRO N A% NUM CLF

I have two houses.
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41 plal  pal

person top part
N LOCZR

top of the arrow

42plal ol plal ol lalthal do'nl

person one person exist Lahta village
N NUM N v N N

a man who lives in Lahta village

43 npai do'nl
1s  village

PRO N

my village

44 nai khanl
1s leg

PRO N
my leg

45 wa?l plal

Wa person
N N
Wa people

46 vei taplka?l

2s money
N N

your money

47 a'?l 0alvil
Ai hungry
NPROP ADJ

Ai is hungry
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48 nal shfan?l la1 mplal

1s look see he/she(3s)
PRO V V PRO

I see him.

49 malho"?1 ponl npal shfan?l lsd mplal

yesterday day 1s look tall he/she(3s)
N N PRO V V  PRO

Yesterday, I saw him.

50 malkwalipinl pai sfan?1 lo1 mplal

tomorrow 1s look see he/she(3s)
N PRO V V PRO

Tomorrow I see him.

51 pai shfan?1 la1 mplal

1s look see he/she(3s)
PRO V V PRO

I have seen him.

52 pal jol shfapg?l lod mplal

1s not look see he/she(3s)
PRO PRT V V PRO

I do not see him.

53 pal shan?1 lod mplal

1s look see he/she(3s)
PRO V V PRO

I am not seeing him.

54 pal 0aljid shan?1 ls4 mplal

1s want look see he/she(3s)
PRO V \Y% V PRO

I want to see him.
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55 nai jol shan?1 Isd mplal ol  blag! blagl

1s not look see he/she(3s) one clf cIf
PRO PRT V V PRO PRO CLF CLF

I have never seen him.

56 pai s"fan?1 la1 mplal dal

1s look see he/she(3s) can
PRO V V PRO \Y%

I can see him.

57 pai fwal lwa'l lwa'l

1s go away slow slow
PRO V ADJ ADJ
I walk slowly.

58 nai fwal kand kan

1s goaway fast fast
PRO V ADV ADV
I walk fastly.

59 nai fwal kand kan

1s goaway fast fast
PRO V ADV ADV
I walk very fast.

60 pai fwal kani kap

1s goaway fast fast
PRO V ADV ADV
I walk very very fast.

61 kan{fwed
rain
N

It is raining.

154



62 mplal nal

he/she(3s) sleep
PRO Vv
He sleep.

63 plai  qoital o! napd

person many exist sit
N QUNT V.  V
Many people are sitting.

64 mplal nal

he/she(3s) sleep
PRO A/
He sleep.

65 pla) plaibaltal lap)

clf child fat
CLF N ADJ
The child is fat.

66 mplal fol fa?1 s“a?1 band

he/she(3s) take water six

PRO vV N NUM N

She brings six glasses of water.

67 mplal vagl plal dul 3]
he/she(3s) hit clf big one

plal

PRO v CLF ADJ NUM CLF

He hit the big man.

68 mplal 0olthan |

he/she(3s) stand
PRO \Y%
He stand.
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69 mplal jsn! mel dul

he/she(3s) house is big
PRO N V ADJ

Her house is big.

70 mplal jat  wved lil a3l beinA

he/she(3s) give 2s book one clf
PRO A/ N N NUM CLF

He give me a book.

71 mplal jat plal dul o) plal liJ] o] Dbeipd

he/she(3s) give clf big one clf book one clf
PRO A/ CLF ADJ PRO CLF N PRO CLF

He give that man a book.

72 da1  fu?1khMigl tolpPo?1 ol  qodtad

on  Phekhon flower exist many
PREP NPROP N v QUNT

There are many flowers in Phekhon.

73 ved kalho'pnl mplal ai?l

2s call he/she(3s) Ai
N V PRO N
I call him Ai.

74 mplal mel ai?]

he/she(3s) is Ai
PRO V N
He is Ai.

75 mplal mel do'nl ol plal dul

he/she(3s) is  village one clf big
PRO V N PRO CLF ADJ
He is the leader of the village.
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76 mplaindod nleil mplal do'nl o) plal dul

they(3p) choose he/she(3s) village one clf big
PRO v PRO N PRO CLF ADIJ

We choose him the leader of the village.

77 mplal ol  fu?2lkMind

he/she(3s) exist Phekhon
PRO A/ N
He live in Phekhon.

78 mplal led fu?TkMind

he/she(3s) go Phekhon
PRO V N
He go to Phekhon.

79 mplal ho'n1 led plaibaltal fu?lkhind

he/she(3s) call go child Phekhon
PRO A/ V N N
He take the child to the Phekhon.

80 mplal 20intfwil

he/she(3s) speak
PRO A\
He speak.

81 mplal mwa'i pal p"ad

he/she(3s) is 1s  father
PRO A% PRO N
He is my father.

82 mplal do'nl o) led fu?khingd

he/she(3s) village one go Phekhon
PRO N PRO V N
He said he is going to Phekhon. / He said he go to Phekhon.
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83 mplal pjan?1 ved plal dul al plal led fu?TkMinl

he/she(3s) tell ~2s clf big one clf go Phekhon
PRO v N CLF ADJ PRO CLF V NPROP
He told me that the man is going to Phekhon.

84 malho"?1 nopl kul

yesterday day warm
N N ADJ
Today is hot.

85 matho"2Tneg) kul  kMonl dal malkwainarg)

yesterday warm than and today
N ADJ CONN N

yesterday is wormer than today.

86 mplal al  Iad

he/she(3s) one tall
PRO PRO ADJ
He is tall.

87 nal mel pal solkand kMi?7

1s is 1s afraid tiger
PRO V PRO ADV N
I afraid of Tiger.

88 fwil kolmil Iod

dog tail tall
N N ADJ
dog's long tail

89 fwil kolmil mel 1o

dog tail is long
N N VvV  ADJ
The dog's tail is long.
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90 plai  jal wved liJ]  beigd plal fwil kalmil mel 14

person give 2s book clf clf dog tail is see
N V N N CLF CLF N N v Vv

The dog's tail of person who gave him a book is long.

91 kollan) ol do1 kPopl kPul  bal pha?l

plate exist on  chair on clf break
N A% PREP N LOCZR CLF V

The plate on the chair is broken.

92 fwil ol me'l thanl bal e'nd pa
dog exist tooth sharp clf bite 1s

N V N ADJ] CLF V  PRO
The dog with sharp teeth bits me.

93 kollan) ol bal kPopl kPul  bal pha?l

plate  exist at chair on clf break
N A% PREP N LOCZR CLF V

The plate on the chair is broken.

94 mplal al la1 kMopl dal  ved

he/she(3s) one tall than and 2s
PRO PRO V CONN N

He is taller than me.

95 ai?1 ol lod kPlogl dol  kPud

Ai one tall than and Khu
N PROV CONN N
Al is taller than Khu.

96 do'nl ku?1 kPuil o) lod kPlopT

village inside Khu one tall than
N PREP N PRO V
In the village, Khu is the tallest.
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97 ai?1 dul k"onl dal  kMud

Ai big than and Khu
N ADJ CONN N
Ai is bigger than Khu./ Ai is older than Khu.

98 mplal al la1 KkPMopnl dol  vedl yal

he/she(3s) one tall than and 2s possible
PRO PRO ADJ CONN N ADV

may be he is taller than me.

99 pla] o) to) s“a?l

person exist clf six
N A% CLF NUM

There are six people.

100 mplal al lad s%¥a?l plal

he/she(3s) one tall six feet
PRO PRO V NUM N
He is 6 feet tall.

1011iJ] o)  beigd ol jal

book one clf one hundred
N PRO CLF NUM NUM

One book is one hundred.

1021il ol beig! gol dul kPlonl dol  kolphal papi jal

book one clf cost big than and slipper two hundred
N PRO CLF V  ADJ CONN N NUM NUM

the book is two hundred more expensive than the slipper.

103 ved mod k"ui vanl ai?]

2s do Khu hit Ai
N V N \Y% N
I make Khu to hit Ai.
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104 a'?1 shandstal thul bal

Ai sell bird clf
NPROP V N CLF
Ai sells a bird.

105 kal plaibaltal moi1 p"a?1 ple'nd ma

ask child do Dbreak bottle clf
PRT N \Y% \Y% N CLF
Call the child who break the bottle.

106 kollanl ol dod kPopl kPul  bal pha?l

plate exist on chair on clf break
N A% PREP N LOCZR CLF V

The plate on the chair is broken.

107 kallanl ol bal kPopl kPul  bal pha?l

plate  exist at chair on clf break
N A% PREP N LOCZR CLF V

The plate on the chair is broken.

108 fwil ol dol me'l thagl bal e'nd nad
dog exist and tooth sharp clf bite 1s

N V CONN N ADJ CLF V  PRO
The dog with sharp teeth bites me.

109 pal  shodted ku?1l mel salkand

sleep dark inside cop afraid
A% ADJ PREP V ADV

Sleeping inside the dark makes me afraid.

110 ved vanl bal veinand

2s hit clf myself
N V CLF REFLX
I hit myself.
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111 mplal vagl bal mplalnand

he/she(3s) hit effect himself
PRO Vv Vv REFLX
He hit himself.

112 kPui1 dal  ai?1 vanl bal nand

Khu and Ai  hit cIf themself
N CONN N \Y% CLF REFLX
I and Ai hit him.

113 ai?1 led bel mjelman] te'nd kPanpldal joyl
Ai  go wetrice field then come return  house
N V N CONN v v N

Ai goes to the field then come return home.

114 ai?1 led nagltul dal ol anpltogd taipeind

Ai go jungle/forest and one hunt animal
N V N CONN PRO V N
Ai go to the forest and he go for hunting.

115 ai?1 6alvil ko ol apltopgd taipsind

Ai  hungry then one hunt animal
N ADJ CONN PRO V N
Ai is hungry and then he goes for hunting.

116 malho"?1 noagl led lalkwend ba?T

yesterday day go east side
N N V N LOCZR

Yesterday I went to the east side.

117 malkwa'l ne'n) npai led lolkwend ba?l

next year 1s go east side
ADJ N PRO V N LOCZR

Next year, I will go to the east side.
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118 ai?1 led mbed

Ai go where
N V ADV

where does Ai go?

119 ai?1 e led fu?TkMind

Ai question go Phekhon
N Q V N
Does she go to Phekhon?

120 belsolmel led ai?1 bel

who go Ai wetrice field
ADV V N N
Who go to Ai's wet rice field?

121 ved led bel bal solne/

2s go wetrice field happen what
N V N \% Q
Why you go the the field?

122 ai?1 agl Oap) 6al

Ai eat tree fruit
N V N N

Al eats fruit.

Preposition

1 plaibaltal plal ol jopl KkPtul

child clf exist house on
N CLF V N PREP
A child is in the house.
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2 jenl ol  kPopl kMul
rice-cooked have chair on

N \Y% N PREP
Rice is on the table.

3 plafbaltal led thanl so'nl khtul

child go ascend mountain on
N vV V N PREP

The child go climb up to the mountain.

4 pladbaltal thanl Oanl fof

child ascend tree on

N \Y% N PREP
The child climb on the tree.

5thul bal ol 0anl fof

bird clf exist tree on
N CLF V N PREP
The bird is on the tree.

6 platbaltal ol  japd ku?l

child exist house inside
N v N PREP
The child(young person) is in the house.

76an) 6al ol tolmagl ku?T

tree fruit exist basket inside

N N \Y% N PREP
fruit is in the busket

8 jegl ol  kellap]) ku?l
rice-cooked exist plate inside

N A" N PREP

Cooked rice is inside the plate.
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9 taglka?l ol  jolpalfel ku?l

money exist bag inside
N v N PREP
Money is inside the bag.

10 plafbaltal ol  japd4 lal

child exist house under
N \Y% N PREP
the child is under the house

11 plafbaltal ol  jand kollal

child exist house under
N \Y% N PREP
the child is under the house.

12 6ag] ol  so'nl la/

tree exist mountain under
N \Y% N PREP

The tree is under the mountain.

13 plaibaltal led thanl so'nl

child go ascend mountain
N vV VvV N

The child climbs up the mountain.

14 6anl ol  so'pl kolla]

tree exist mountain under
N \Y% N PREP

A tree is under the mountain.

15 kallan) o)  kPopl lal

plate  exist chair under
N A\ N PREP

the plate is under the chair.
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16 kallanl ol  kPopl kollal

plate  exist chair under
N A% N PREP

The plate is under the chair.

17 mjel da?l ol  tolmangl lal

cat clf exist basket under
N CLF V N PREP
A cat is under the busket.

18 mje] da?1 ol  tolman] kollal

cat clf exist basket under
N CLF V N PREP
A cat is under the busket.

19 pai ol ka°glthul

1s exist Kaung Htu
PROV N

I live in Kaung Htu.

20 pai vad ol

1s husband exist
PRO N \Y%

I have a husband

21 pal phu?l ol tol toind

1s son exist clf three
PRO N \Y% CLF NUM

I have three children.

22 pat jesyd ol o] mad

1s house exist one clf
PRO N \Y% PRO CLF

I have a house.
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23 nai do'gl ku?l plal o) jal

1s  village inside clf exist hundred
PRO N PREP CLF V NUM

There are 100 people in our village.

24 nai do'gl ku?l josgd ol jal
1s  village inside house exist hundred

PRO N PREP N v NUM

There are 100 houses in our village.

25 nail taplka?l ol le'nd

1s money exist thousand
PRO N v NUM

I have one thousand money.

26 pka1  lud han/

destroy all soil
ADV  QUNT N

(All thing) destroy (fall down) on the ground.

27 plui led ol bal KkPopl kMul

child go exist at chair on
N vV V PREP N LOCZR
The child stay on the chair.

28 pal shan?l lod Ganl Gal ol  tolmangl

1s look see tree fruit exist basket
PRO V V N N \Y% N

I see the fruit is inside the basket.
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Questions

1ved pwed solmel

2s name what
N N N

What is your name?

2 fu?TkMgd njogd e 0i?1
Phekhon language question know
N N Q \%

Do you know Phekhon language?

3 fu?1kind njon e dal
Phekhon language question can
N N Q \%
Can you speak Phekhon language?

4 a?ls"ad bal ol  me?ne'nd sha?l of

how many happen exist age only
ADV A% A% N PRT

How old are you?

5 salgwel ved salnel

thing 2s what
N N Q
What is that?

6 tolJdoJ pjan?1 salnel

that tell  what
DEM V Q
What are you talking about?
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7 ved mod salnel
2s do what
N V Q
what are you doing?/ What do you do?

8 vel shan1? lod solnel

2s look see what
N V vV Q
What do u see?

9 vel e anl mjonTthod jepT
2s question eat finish rice-cooked
N Q vV Vv N

Have you finished eating cooking?

10 ved ed anl mjonlthod

2s question eat finish
N Q vV VvV

Have you finished eating?

11 pwad e t'a1  hod

festival question finish gone
N Q vV oV

Has the celebration finished?

12 ved led fu?TkPigd mjonlthod

2s go Phekhon finish
N V N v
I finished going to Phekhon. / Have you gone to Phekhon?

13 malho"?1 pon! ved mod salnel

yesterday day 2s do what
N N N V Q
What did you do yesterday?
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14 malkwa'l nogl veld mod solnel

next day 2s do what
ADJ N N V Q
Today, what do you do?

15 malkwa'i ponl vel mod solnel

tomorrow day 2s do what
N N N V Q

What will you do tomorrow?

16 ved jol led salk"oni pwel

2s not go rice field why
N PRTV N ADV
Why don't you go to the rice field?

17 ved peind & bal solnel
2s cry question happen what
N V Q \% Q

Why do you crying?

18 pal poind malraimel pad ptal vagpl pad

1s cry because 1s father hit 1s
PRO V SUB.CONJ PRO N v PRO

I cry because my father hit me.

19 pad pal vapl pal dal pal pyoind
1s father hit 1s and 1s cry

PRO N A% PRO CONN PRO V
My father hit me and I cry.

20 ved led fu?TkMnJ) ved led mod salnel

2s go Phekhon 2s go do what
N V NPROP N V V Q
For what you go to do to Phekhon?/ Why you go to Phekhon?
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21 pai led fu?lkMpl dol  pad led shapishad tolmar!

1s go Phekhon and 1s go sell basket
PRO V NPROP CONN PROV V N
I went to Phekhon to sell the basket.

22 ved led mod seljoyd salnel

2s go do hospital what
N V V N Q

what you go to do to the hospital?/ Why you go to the hospital?

23 pai led seljogd dol  pal led shan?l solral

1s go hospital and 1s go look doctor
PRO V N CONN PRO V V N

I went to the hospital to see the doctor.

24 ved jo1 mplil fo?1l nwel

2s not buy pounded rice why
N PRT V N ADV
Why don't you buy rice?

25 ved jol led nwel

2s not go why
N PRT V ADV
Why don't you come?

26 ved thaplal bal solnel

2s angry  happen what
N V \% Q
Why you get angry?
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Tenses

1 malho"?1 popl led sailkPoni gqal

yesterday day go rice field S.F
N N V N PRT

I went to the rice field yesterday.

2 malkwal gogl led satkPont qal

today day go rice field S.F
N N V N PRT
I go to the rice field today.

3 molkwa'l ponl led salkPoni qal

tomorrow day go rice field S.F
N N V N PRT

I will go to the rice field tomorrow.

4 malho"?1 poagl pai polmagl ved

yesterday day 1s dream 2s
N N PRO V N

yesterday I dreamed you. ( I saw you in my dream)

5 ved anl mjonTths
2s eat finish
N V V

I have finished eating.

6 vel anl mjonlthad jenl
2s eat finish rice-cooked

N VvV V N

I have finished eating rice.
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7 monlkals"a?l ka1 ved ol dol salthonl

long long ago when 2s exist on  Tha Hton
ADV Q N V PREP N

long long ago, you lived in Tha Hton.

8 konii vel ol dol ka°plttul

now 2s exist on Kaung Htu
TIME N V PREP N

now you live in Kaung Htu.

9 malho"?1 pai elthanl Oal

yesterday 1s angry fruit
N PRO ADJ N
yesterday I was angry.

10 malkwad pai elthan) Oal
day 1s angry fruit
N PRO ADIJ N

today i am angry

11 malkwa'l poegl pal elt"anl Bal

next day 1s angry fruit
ADJ N PRO ADJ N

tomorrow i will angry

12 malho"?1 plaibaltal plal ol  jsgl kPMul

yesterday child clf exist house on
N N CLF V N LOCZR
yesterday the child was in the house.

13 moalkwad plafbaltal plal ol  jsnl KkMul

day child clf exist house on
N N CLF V N LOCZR
today, the child is in the house
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14 malkwa'l ponl plafbaltal plal ol  janl KkMul

next day child clf exist house on
ADJ N N CLF V N LOCZR

tomorrow the child will be in the house.

15 kopi1 ved ol dod  ka°plthul

now 2s exist on Kaung Htu
TIME N V PREP N

Now, I live in Kaung Htu village.
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