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ABSTRACT
A GRAMVAR OF ARGENTINE TOBA:
VERBAL AND NOMINAL MORPHOLOGY

Harriet Esther Manelis Klein

This dissertation is the first synchronic description
in any language of the verbal and nominal morphology of
Toba, a language spoken primarily in the Argentine province
of the Chaco. Toba belongs to the Guaykuruan language
family and is also spoken in the Gran Chaco area of
.Paraguay and Bolivia.

The grammar is based on fieldwork carried out in
Argentina in 1971-1972., Though the initial chapters
analyze the phonemic system and the morphophonolegy; the
ma jor part of the grammar is concerned with the structure
and the semaﬁtics of the verbal aﬁd nominal morphology.
Included in this analysis are chapters on the verb base,
pronominal prefixes and verb suffixes, as well as chapters
on the noun base, possessive prefixes, noun suffixes and
nominal varticles. The dissertation includes a text
analysis of a speech by a monolingual speaker of Toba,
which exemplifies the structural and semantic analysis

undertaken in the previous chapters.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The research for this dissertation was carried out in

the various Toba agruvaciones and barrios in Argentina.

I would like to thank all the Toba for welcoming me and
helping me. Even more importantly, I wish to acknowledge
their constant and continuing letters urging me to complete
the grammar of their languége. |

My main informants, Oswaldo Gomez, Julio Ramirez and
Ramon Corbalan, desérve special thanks. They not only
provided me with most of the data, but they also extended
their warm friendship., for all of which I am g;ateful. I
also am thankful for the help given me by the congregation
of the Iglesia Evangelica Unida of the Barrio Toba in
Resistencia, as well as the members of the Comision
Coordinadora de Instituciones Indigenas de la Republica
Argentina. |

Dr, Ester Hermitte was mogt helpful in providing me
with background ethnographic data on the barrios, as was
Dr. Jose Miranda of the Museum of Anthropology in Resistencia.,
Dr. Elmer Miller of Temple University was very kind in
opening to me his files on the Toba and for putting me in
touch with the Mennonite missionary group in the Chaco.

I also owe a debt to Prof. Paul Friedrich who first-
convinced me that I should work on an American Indian .

language, to Professors Shifley'Silver and Mary Haas who

i

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



furthered the idea, and to Prof. Kenneth Kensinger, whose
knowledge of South American Indian languages pointed me
towards the Toba.

I am very grateful to Prof. Harvey Pitkin, my thesis
adviser and sponsor, for his suggestions in the analysis of
this grammar and for the help and advice he 'has so often
extended. I would 2lso like to thank Prof. Robert
Austerlitz and Prof. Joseph Malone for their careful

reading of the dissertatione. Both Charlotte Linde and

for revisionse.

This fieldwork was made possible through the financial
support of a Fulbright-Hays Dissertation Abroad Research
Fellowship and National Science Foundation Grant GS=30137.

On a personal note I would like to thank Rachel,

Daniel and Jacob who out of love and without knowing why
encouraged me. Finally, the greatest thanks of all go to
"my husband, Herb, who not only was an excellent compénion

in the field, but who alsoc provided me with both scholarly
and secretarial assistance in the writing of the dissertation.

Without him it would never even have happened.

ii

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1.0, Introduction

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4

Argentine Toba
Toba speakers
Linguistic fieldwork

Elicitation techniques

2.0+ Introduction: Language

2.1

202

2.3

2014'

2.5

Guaykuru

Toba dialects

Language

2¢3.1 Theoretical appraoch
2.3¢2 COrganizational features
Yord

2.4.1 Attributes of the word
Word typés |
2451 Verbs

2.5¢2 Nouns

2¢5:3 Modifiers

254 Particles

3.0, Introduction to the phonemic system of Toba

361
362

3.3
3.l

Phonemic word

Syllable

3¢241 Phonetic aspects of primary stress
Canonical forms for the phonemic syllable

Words

iii

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

'—l
OO0 O W

=
£

17
19
19
20
22
23
2L
25
26
27
27
29
29
29

30

31



L.o.

365

346

AUS)
[ J
=~)

3.8
39

3.10
3.11
3.12

Segmental phonemes

3¢501 Inventory

Phonemic description: Consonants
3.6.1 .Stops

3¢662 Affricates

3.6.3 Fricatives

3,644 Nasals

3¢605 Liquids

3.6.6 Semi-vowels

Phonemic description: Vowels
3¢71 High front vowel

3e7.2 Non=high front vowel
3.7+3 Non=low back vowel
3.7.4 Low back vowel

Borrowed phonemes

Distribution of consonant phonemes
3¢9.1 Individual consonants
3.9.2 Consonant clusters
Distribution of vowel phonemes
Suprasegmental phonemes
Phonemic context of senfence
3.12.1 Secondary stress

3.12.2 Pitch

' 301203 Length

Introduction = Morphophonemics

L.l

Morphemes and their allomorphs

iv

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

33
33
35

- 35

39
40
i1
43
Ly
L6
L6
b7
Lg
49
50
51
51
52
53
55
55
55
56
57
59
59



k.2 Morphophonemic rules | 59

4.,2.,1 General rule for words in citation

form 61

bo,2.2 General rules for derived forms | 67

b,2,3 Rules for specific classes 74

L,2,4 Local rules ' 77

4.,2.5 Rules applying to word junctures 79

.5.0. Verb Morphology 81
5.1 Introduction ' 81
5,1.1 Reading the chart 81

5062 Verb base 83

5¢3 Verb root | 8h

5.4 Stem formative 86

5¢5 Morphophonemic adjustments to the verb

base : 88

5051 Vowel loss 88

5¢502 Metathesis 89

5.5.3 Infixation 90

6.0+ Pronominal prefixes 91
6.1 Pronominal sub=-classes | 91

6.2 Subject pronominal prefixes 97

6.3 Allomorphic distribution of pronominal

prefixes 97

6.3.1 Class I « singular prefixes 98

6.3.2 Class II - singular prefixes 101

6.3.3 Class III - singular prefixes 108
v

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



6.kt

605

6.6

Pluralization

6e4t.1 First person plural

6.L,2 Second person plural

6.4s3 Third person plural

Pronominal prefix components

6.5.1 Singular components

6.5.2 Non=singular components

6e5¢3 Demonstration of co=occurrance
features

Paradigms

7.0 Verbal suffixes

7ok
762

7¢3

7ak

75

746

747

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Sufrix formation

Suffixes of aspect « Position Class I

7¢2e1 Progressive aspect

7e¢2¢2 Punctual aspect

Suffixes of position - Position Class II

7¢3.1 Unchanging position

7¢3¢2 Circular position

7¢3¢3 Position of knees bent

Suffixes of direction - Position Class
IIT A

Suffixes of emotion -« Position Class
III B

Sucfix of repetition = Position Class
ITI C

Object pronouns -~ Position Class IV

vi

110
111
11k
117
122
122
123

123
124
127
127
130
131
136
138
139
1ko
141

143
149

152
154



8.0, Nominal system ' 158

8.1 Noun morphology = Introduction 159

8+.1¢1 Reading of chart 159

8.2 Noun bases | 161

8.3 Noun root ' 163

. 8.4 Compound noun roots . 165

8.5 Morphophonemic adjustments in the noun

base 167
8.5s1 Vowel deletion 168
8s542 Palatalizgtion | | | 168
8e5¢3 Infixation 168

8c5¢4 Consonant voicing and vowel

insertion ' ' 169

8+.5.5 Consonant deletion 170

9.0, Possessive prefixes ' : 171
9.1 Semantic sub=categorization 171

9.2 Possessive prefix morphemes . 173

9.3 Allomorphic distribution of possessive

prefixes 174
9.3.,1 Class I = singular prefixes 174
| 9.3¢2 Class II = singular prefixes 180

9.4 Plurals of Class I and II possessive

prefixes , 186
‘ © GJ4.1 Pirst person plural possessive 186
9.4.2 Second peréon plural possessive 189
9e4e3 Third person plural possessive 192
vii

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



9.5 Possessive prefixal components
9051 Singular components
9¢5.2 Non=singular components
9053 Demonstration of co-occﬁrrence
features
9.6 Paradigms
10.0. Noun suffixes
10,1 Suffix formation
10.2 Attributive suffixes.
10.3 Enumerative suffixes
11.0. Locative particles
11.1 Semantic categorization of particles
11.2 Noun locativé particles
11,3 Personal pronouns
11.4 Demonstrative pronouns'
11.5 Shortened pronominal forms
12.0¢ Text-analysis
12.1 TIntroduction
12,2 Free English translation of Toba text

12,3 Transcription, morphemic analysis and
. literal translation
12.4 Analysis
Appendix A: List of roots
?Appendix B: List of affixes

 Bibliography

viii

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

194
195
195

196
197
199
199
201
208
223
223
224
231
234
236
238
238

- 239

240
253
265
271
277




1.0 Introduction

Toba or Namqom is a Guaykuruan language spoken by
the Toba Indians in Argentina, Bolivia and Paraguay. The
ma jority of these speakers (15,000) are found in the north-
eastern Argentine provinces of Chaco and Formosa, while
about 1,000 more are scattered through the adjacent Gran
Chaco region of Bolivia and Paraguay (see map, p. 2). 1
Aside from this central zone, recent immigration has led to
the settlement ¢f about 300 speakers in the Gran Buenos
Aires area and about the same number in several cities
of the province of Santa Fé .2

The Toba of Paraguay, called Emok—Toba.lwere originally
related to the Argentine Toba. At present, hOWeVer, their
language would not be intelligible to the Argentine group

because of the tremendous influence exerted by the language

1, Mlnlsterlo del Interior. 1968. Censo Indlgena Nacion=
" al, ve 2. Buenos Aires, for vopulation figures of the Argen-
tine Toba. For the Toba Indians of the Gran Chaco of Bolivia
and Pgraguay, see Susnik, Blgnca J., 1962. "Estudio Emok~Tgba".
Boletin d2 la Sociedad Cientifica del Paraguay, 7. Asuncjion;
and ,Shapiro, S. 1962. "The Toba Indians of Bolivia." America

Indlgena 22: iii, 241-45,

2. The figures for these urban dwellers are from my in-
formant, Oswaldo Gomez (oral communication), who had
participated in a census taken by Edelmi Griva of Rosario which
has not been published. These figures are in the process of
being corroborated by Elmer Miller who is now working with
the urban Toba in Argentina.
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of another Chaco stock, Mascoian.l This group is therefore
excluded from this study. The Bolivian Toba are also
excluded because they had been a part of the Paraguayan group

and had migrated to Bolivia during the Chaco War of 1932-36.
1.1 Argentine Toba

The Argentine Toba are primarily located in the
north-eastern province of the Chaco, with a small contingent
in the neighboring province of Formosa. The Formosa Tobsz
speak the Taksik dialect, which is also spoken in the
northwestern part of Chaco province (see map, p. @).2
Unlike the Chaco Toba, the Formosa group live largely in
scattered settlements, primarily in small extended family
units. They also are gernerally monolingual and outside the
market economye. |

The Chaco Toba are the most numerous and the most
closely related to the dominant Argentine culture. While
a small percentage live in isolated subsistence-agricultural
units well away from the semi-sedentary small communities,
the majprity engage in some form of commercial agriculture.

Many work their own lands and sell their farm surplus so that

l. Interview with Blanca Susnik at the HMuseo Andres
Barbero in Asuncion, Paraguay, June 1972,

2. Among the rest of the Argentine Toba, the word Takgik
is now utilized as a derogatory expression meaning crude,
uncouth, or uneducated. '
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they can purchase manufactured goodse. However, most of

the Chaco Toba are migratory farm workers who follow the
seasonal cycle of planting and harvesting in the cotton,
sugar and algarroba plantations of the northeast. These
same migrants also work off-season in the region's numerous
lumber mills. It is from this same large pool of mobile
labor that migrants to the large urban areas are drawn.

In all the major urban centers of the Chaco, these Toba
migrants have formed their own barrios, or districts, and
work there primarily for local and federal government agen-
cies, both as skilled and as semi-skilled laborers.
VMoreover, among the urban Toba, unemployment is high and
migration, both back to the countryside and to other cities
in Argentina is fairly common.

All my informants came from the Chaco province and
had at one time or another been involved in each of the
above.mentioned activities. My main informants had migrated

.to the city of Buenos Aires for the increased benefifs they
thought wurban living could offer them. Furthermore
migration to distant areas is.by no means conceived of as
a form of self-exile and visiting.between families, which is
a prevalent feature of social life in the Chaco, is continued
as an integral part of urban livinge. Thus, my informants
made at leastone triv a year to the Chaco, while at the same

time visiting relatives from the Chaco were constant

members of their family units. In fact, a visit to the city
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Toba family could extend uv to three months. Moreover,

when it proved economically unfeasible for a family to remain
in the city, as was the case with one of my informants, a
~return to the Chaco and to life as an agricultural laborer

was the choice.
1.2 Toba speakers

Though the census data on the Toba indicate the
number of people who call themselves Toba, the actual number
of speakers is probably somewhat lower. This is because
a number of young Toba, especially those who are urban
dwellers no longer speak the language.

Those Toba who are over the age of 56 (no more than
8% of the population) are almost always monolingual speakers.
Those between the‘ages of 35 and 49 (about 16%) are
princivally Toba speakers; but also speak some Spanish.l
Most Toba between 18 and 34, both urban and non=-urban,

speak'both languages, the degree of fluency in Spanish being

determined by education and economic activitye. In the non-

1. "These percentages are estimates baged on the census
of a typical Toba agglomeration, Quitilipl. According to a
mimeggraphed census made by the Associacion Amigos de
Aborigen de Quitilipi, the following data can be extravolat-
ed. Out of a total aboriginal population of 2,260 persons
192 veople were over 50 years old (i.e. 8%) and 334 (i.e.
16%) were between 35 and L9 years old. These percentages
are intended to give a rough idea of age breakdown among
the Toba, mortality rates being very high (56% of the group
being under 20). Certainly my own visits in the barrios
seem to corroborate these general statistics.
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urban areas of the Chaco, those under 18 tehd to speak better
Toba than Spanish, but generally some of both.

Urban pre-~school children also tend to speak both
languages. However, those between the ages of 6 and 18
in the urban areas frequently speak better Spanish than Toba.
In some cases, it even appears that this age group no longer
speaks Toba at all. The fact that these children are losing
command of their language 1is both a source of pride dnd
of distress to theif parents. It adds self-respect to
those parents who place great emphasis on the children's
ability to acquire correct Spanish speech habits, for
they view such a qualification as a means to progress in
the Argentine world. Thus, they mistakenly equate the loss
of their native speech with a loss of the provincial Spanish
accent, believing‘that only the urban dialects will lead to
advancemente.

While some are eager for such linguistic acculturation,
other Toba view its results with fear. Their concern for
their 1ahguage and their customs is great and is feflected
in fhe recent growth of numerous pro-indigenous organizations
and committees. For the vast majoritj of Toba, loss of
language by their children seems to be the ultimate fate
of the group. The urban barrios are closely linked with
other poor Indian as well as non-Indian populations and.
Toba children are in contact wifh only Spanigh speakers

both in and out of school. The result is that urban Toba
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children use Spanish both at play and in school and retain
Toba only {or home use.t Even in such well known districts
as the barrio Toba in Resistencia, numbers of non-=Toba
families have moved in and have even intermarried with-
Tobase. In the cities outside of the Chaco, the more

scattered Families of Toba speakers find retention of language

and customs among their children even more difficult.
1.3 Linguistic fieldwork

The fieldwork for.this dissertation was uﬁdertaken
in the province of Chaco and in the city of Buenos Aires.
In the Chaco, I worked vprimarily in the Barrio Toba of
Resistencia, but also with informants in the Barrio Toba
called Namgom in Presidente Roque Saenz Pena, and with the
Toba in Casteli. The informants with whom I worked in
Buenos Aires originally came from the town called Machagai,

. from Resistencia, and from Pampa del Indio (see mavn,.p. 4)a
~ The fieldwork was accomplished in two separate field
%r;;;, the first from July 1971 to February 1972, and the
second during June of 1972.

Though I had four regular informants, the majority of

l. An interesting socio=linguistic factor is the inter-
action within the urban barrios of the various groups. Since
the largest number of new immigrants tQ these barrios are
Paraguayans and are speakers of Guarani, it turns out that
many of the Toba children in Buenos Alres now speak Guaranl
as well as Toba or Spanish.
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the time I worked with Oswaldo Gémez (Negro), aged 38,
from the {town of Machagai. He was the father of nine
children and had worked for five years as a stock boy in
a restaurant in Buenos Aires. His knowledge of Spanisﬂ
was very good and his knowledge of Toba customs, mythology
and language excellent. He had not graduatednfrom public
school but was literate in Spanish. I worked with Gomez
six days a week for three=hour sessions for the entire
tiﬁe I was in Buenos Aires.

Besides Grgmezi I worked with three members of the
Ramirez family on a regular basis. I started working first
with Julic Ramirez, the brother of the cacique (headman)
Nives Ram{rez,'35, who came from Pampa del indio,'and who
had been unemployed for over a year. We worked together
two mornings a week for three hour sessions. Since his
knowledge of Spanish was not as good as Gomez' and because

. his interest would occasionally lag, my sessions with him
soon included some other member of his family. Most often
his brother-=in-~law, Adriano Canciano, whose own brother was
the curandero (folk healer) of the bairin Toba in Resistencia,
joined us. His assistance was valuable because his Spanish
was better than Julio’s. When Adriano had changitos (part-
time jobs), Elvira Ram{rez, also 35, Julio's wife, took
part in fhe sessions. At first, her contributions were
minimal, since Toba women afe expected to be quiet in the

presence of their husbands. - However, she was encouraged by
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10

qulio and myself to participate, and soon became an
excellent informant. Finally frequent visitors from the
Chaco participated in these family group sessions. They
‘also readily joined in the work sessioné and provided me
with additional text materials as well as with a wealth
of dialectal information.

While in the Chaco, I worked primarily with Ramon
Corbalén, 30, a musician and most recently an apprentice=-
carpenter. Additionally, I wored with Marcelo Gonzalez,
the assistant pastor of the Iglesia Evangélica Unida
(the indigenous ventecostal church of the barrio), and
with about ten of his parishioners who maintained an active
interest in their lanzuage. These latter provided me with
marathon work session in the church on all aspects of the
language, as well as with very valuable data on linguistic
diversity. During other sessions in Saenz Pena, I worked
with Aurelio Lépez, pastor of the Iglesia Evangélica
Unida there, and one of the Toba who had worked as an
informant for the Bible Society's translafion project of two
books of the New Testament into Toba. In Casteli, I worked
with Jbrge Abel Castro, 82, a monolingual speaker from
Berme jito and his son Serafino Castro, the cacigue of -
the group at Casteli, with Serafino's niece, Nita Peréz,

193 and with an artisan, Juan Eduardo Enderecio, 30.
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1.4k Elicitation techniques

My elicitation of Toba was done in Spanish.
All my notes are in Spanish and Toba, with occasional
1apses.into English for greater clarification. I made
free use of drawings and cut-out pictures to clarify
certain points further. The tape recorder was utilized
in every elicitation session. I taught my informants how
to use the machine so that they could freely leave it on
or turn it off during conversations that they felt
ﬁncomfortable having recorded. Thus, much personal
information was recorded but political information (the
recording of which made them.uncomfortable) was not taped.
The elicitation procedure in Toba was initiated with
simple single word utterances which were taperecorded and
simultaneously written down in notebooks. These tapes were
immediately relistened to and further elicitation was done
on the basis of either discrepancies in the tape or unclear
points in my notes. These single word utterances covered
a wide variety of semantic domains including body parfs,
kinship terms, animals, trees and other botanical items,
weathef, and various activities like cooking and hunting.
Sentence elicitatioﬁ followed in like manner with tapes
and notebooks and was then followed almest immediately by
-the recording of text material. From‘both the single-

sentence data and the text data further varadigmatic
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elicitation took place. The text elicitation consisted of
texts on a wide range of areas and interests. Since one

of my informants had been trained as a curandero, I have
colliected a variety of remedies for curing diseases as

part of the corpus. Text material on anthropomorphic
mythological animals which affect hunting were also elicited,
as well as many statements.on what life used to be like befére
the Toba became christianized. I was able to elicit much
material on life in the fields as agricultural worker or
hunter, on life in the city, on instructions on how to make
certain objects, or how to cook indigenous meals. I also
recorded numerous conversations between informants that
covered a wide range of interests, includiﬁg how to go

about getting a loan to buy a cement mixer which would allow
the group to form a brick-making coopefative.

Much of the data was put on L-by=6 slips whiie I was
still in the field, thus permitting me to organize most of
the material while informants Were still available. This
technique encouraged me to recheck the accuracy of my
glosses, a task which I deemed necessary because both our
knowledge of Spanish was imperfect. The results of this
recheck of the glosses, in fact, provided additional
information of a sociolinguistic nature.

During my second field trip I checked out the preliminary

analysis prepared in the States between February and June

(1972) and completed the analysis of the verb morphology.
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Some new text material was also collected at that time.

In total, 720 hours of intervieﬁs were obtained from
informants in these two trivpse. This data was transcribed

into thirteen notebooks containing 2,600 pages of approximate-
ly 17,000 single words, 700 sentences (5 to 7 words ver
sentence), and 20 texts of a minimum of 20 sentences each.
Counting duplications, the total number of words in my

corpus is in excess of 20,000.
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2.0 Introduction: Language

All recent language classifications agree in categorizing
Toba as a Guaykuruan language.l As can be seen in the chart
below, it is closely related to four other languages of the

same family.

Chart of Linguis®ic Relationships

Macro=-Guaykuruan

Mataco Maca ' G ‘ykurﬁ

Mbaya~ , Abipon Pilaga ‘;Bba Mocovi
Guaykuru '

Both the Mataco and Maca languvage families are also found

in the Chaco region. However, they are not spoken in the

1. Brinton (1898); Ducci (1904); Greenberg (1959);
Imbelloni (1934); Karsten (1923, 1932); Kersten (1905);
Koch=Grinberg (1903); Lafone y Quevedo (18299, 1910);
Lehmann-Nitsche (1925)3; Loukotka (1968); McQuown (1959);
Mason (1950); Metrauz (1946); Palavecino (1931-33); -
Tebboth (1943); Tovar (1961).
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east and central parts of the Province of Chaco, and most

Toba sveakers do not even know of their existence.
: Ve
2.1 Guaykura

The Mbaya~Guaykurﬁ language is now extinct. At
present there are no Abipon speakers in Argentina, but there
are many Mocovi to be found in the southern part of the
Chaco province, especially in the area of Villa ﬁngela
and Napalpf (Miranda, 1968, p.76). Pilagé is spoken in
the northwestern vart of the Chaco and sometimes is
classified as a separate language and sometimes as a dialect
of Toba (see 2.2)1 The relationship between Toba and
Mocovi seems fairly close. However, no time depth of
separation can be determinea, for there has not been any
systematic work done on Mocovi. According to my informants,
there are some initial difficulties in understanding
Mocovi speech, but these are readily overcome.

The similarities between these Guaykuruan languages
and the other Chaco languages seem to be based more upon
areal features due to geographic location than to some
common origin. According to Swadesh, however, there was
some distant relation between Guaykuru and various other
languages of the southern half of South America, including

. Mapuche, Tuelche, Alacaluf, and Yamana (Tovar, 1961; 42).

le A recent work by Elena Najlis and Lidia Bruno

{(1965)
\ L7
attempts to demonstrate its status as a dialect of Toba.
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Much more work on all the above-mentioned lénguages needs
to be done before a realistic statement of relationships
and origins can be made.

There are several Argentine scholars working on the
indigenous languages of their country at present, but their
interests and publications generally have been limited. A
recent phonology of Mataco has appeared, as well as a text
analysis of Vilela = both Chaco languages. Also Salvador
Bucca of the Univeréity of Buenos Aires has been working
on the Guaykuruvan family of languages for the past sixteen
years but the results of his investigation have thus far
not appeared. Finally, the Northamerican lMennonite
missionary, Albert Buckwalter, has been wofking on a still
unpublished dictionary of Toba for some ten years and was
ingtrumental in trénslating and publisﬁing the Gospels of
Ste Mark and the Apostles into Tobae.

Thus, in spite of the fact that work is currently being
done in the area of Chaco languages there is little
synchronic material available for the linguistic investigator
to ﬁtilize} An early grammar of Toba by Padre Barcena
(1893), though an important source fof lexical materials,
follows the style of latinate grammars and provides little

indication of the nature or structure of the language.

1. Nor is there much diachronic material available
on these languages, though the quantity and quality of the
non-linguistic information for the Toba are excellent.
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Since Barcena's work was published, several Toba vocabularies
ﬁave appeared, including those by Ducci (1904), Lehman-
Nitsche (1925), and most recently that of Vellar (1969).
These works all are important for statements on lexical
change, but do not provide sufficient material of a grammati-
cal nature. This dissertation, therefore, is the first
systematic statement of the phonology and morphology of

Toba.
2.2 Toba dialects

This grammar is intended to cover all of the
three dialect areas of Argentine Toba. However, since there
are distinctive phonological differences and some lexical
variation, I have decided to base the morphophonemic rules
and the phonemic notation on the 1aﬁaga§ik dialect of my
main informant, Oswaldo Comez.

As the-map on page indicates, there are three dialect
areas within the Toba speech community. The taksik dialect

1 None of

seems to be closer to the speech of the Pilaga.
ny regular informants spoke this dialect; however, on one
of my field trips into the northwestern region I taped
several hours of conversation by taksSik speakers. Since my

non-taksik informants were easily able to help me trans-

1. For example, the initial /h/ of the Pilaga correg~
ponds to the initial /s/ of most Toba speakers. The taksik
speakers also utilize the /h/ instead of the /s/ initially.
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scribe these tapes, I assume that this dialect is mutually
intelligible.

Of the three dialects, taksSik is spoken by the fewest
Toba., The most numerically im@ortant dialects thus are
no'‘olganak and laﬁagagik, both of which have approximately
the same number of spéakers.l There are some minor
phonological differences between these two dialects, but
working with speakers of both at the same time was quite
easy. Not only were the utterances of no'olganak perfectly
clear to the laﬁagaéik, and vice=versa, but my informants
were totally aware 6f these dialectal differences. More-
over they also felt that the differences between these
two dialects were slighter than the differences between
either laﬁagagik and ‘taksik or no'olganak and taksSike

Because most of my data are in the laﬁagagik.dialect,
the phonological and morphological statements are made in
terms of that dialect. But since dialectal differences are
so slight, this grammar is in fact a grammar of Argentina

Toba, rather than that of any single dialecte.
203' Language
2+3+.1 Theoretical approach

At all times during both the collection of

1. The exact figures on the number of sgpecakers are
unknown. Horeover the geographic spread of the dialect
arcas has no correlation with the number of speakers of
that dialect.
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data and the analysis, I have been influenced more by the
exigencies of the data than by the rigidities of any specific
theoretical vosition. Nevertheless, my approach is

essentially that of American structural linguistics.
2¢3:2 Organizational features

The rest of this section will be concerned
with definitions utilized in the thesis and will provide

in outline form the organization of the chapters to follow.
2+3.2.1 Definitions

The basic units of the grammar are

defined below.

Phonemics: The process of generalization from
discrete sounds to groups of functionally

_related sounds.

Phoneme: A minimal abstract unit representing
a range of sounds that are phonetically similar,
which show certain distributional vatterns, and
which contrast with each other in differentiating
the meaning of morvhemes so as to form a system

or organized mnattern,

Morpvhophonemics: The system of rules accounting

for phoneme sequences or combinations with
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respect to grammatical environments, that is,
the 'alternations of phonemes that result from

morpheme combinationse.

Morohology: The system of establishing

units of sound and meaning.

Morpheme: A segment of an utterance to
which it is possible to assign a meaning. A
syntactibally significant part of a word, or a

minimum of grammatical structure.

Word: A minimum unit of sound and
meaning which may be uttered independently

(see 2.4 for a more detailed definition).
2¢3¢2.2 Symbols and notational conventions

The symbols to be utilized in the

following chapters ares

L ] phonetic transcription
/ / phonemic transcription
{ 3 morpheme

4
) —_— " in the environment of
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—_— . .
is to be rewritten as

< is derived from

-% ungrammatical or un-
acceptable form

- morpheme boundary or
bound morvheme

+ morpheme combinations
within the derivation

2.4 Worsg

The word is the key uniﬁ in this grammar which is
essentially a description of its characteristiecs. This
description is concerned primarily with an analysis of the

internal structure of the word in terms of its phonological
and morphological properties, and to a lesser extent with the
external function of the word within the sentence. The
determination of the word as the key unit was a decision
based on data from my informants which indicated that the
word was the smallest unit to which clear, unequivocal mean=
ing could be attached. Furthermore, palabra, or word, was
a notimn that the informénts‘could readily understand, and

to which they could respond ‘yes, that's a word’, 'no,

P

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



23

that's not a word' when asked about a linguistic form.
The unit °word' then has significance in terms of both

my analysis of the language (see chapters 5 through 11 on
verbal and nominal morphology), and the native speaker's

understanding of the structure of his language.
2.4,1 Attributes of the word

The word in Toba then can be analyzed in terms

of various attributes.
2.4,1,]1 Semantic attributes

The word is a semantic unit, the meaning

of which, is given in the glosses throughout the grammar.
2.4,1.2 Syntactic attributes

The »sord is a syntactic unit, the
functioning of which will not be discussed here in detail.
References to multi-word constructions will be found
in the text analysis (chapter 12) and in footnotes throughout

the morvhology chavters.
2.4.1.3 Morphological attributes

The word can be defined morphologically
- with resvect to the presence and ordering of members of
specific morpheme classes. For each of the major parts of

speech, different morpheme classes are combined.
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2.4,1.4 Morphophonemic attributes

Morphophonemically the word is also a
meaningful unit, for there are rules that apply within the
word, but not across word borders. Thus, there are rules
that aﬁfect intra-word concatenations, but do not affect word-
juncture phenomena. These intra-morphemic, or inter-word .
rules will be discussed in following chapters, either in
the morphovhonemics chapter, where general rules will be
encountered, or in the relevant morphological chapters, where

the more limited environmental rules will be statede.
2.4.1.5 Phonological attributes

The word can be analyzed phonologically
in terms of both segmental and suprasegmental classes of
phonemes. These phonological attributes will be discussed

in chapter 3.
2.5 Word types

As stated above (section 2.%4), words are composed
of a specific number of morpheme classes, the specificity
for these classes being dependent upon the type of word which
is being constructed. Thus, there are classes which are

inherent to verbs, and others to nouns. Each of these word

]

types will be discussed in turn belowe.
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2.5.1 Verbs

The verd in Toba as well as in many other

‘American Indian languages is the focal point of the sentence.
Verbs convey the notion of e@ither an action or a state.
Within the verb the relationship of subject and/or object
to the action or state is expressed, as well as modifications
of that action or state. These modifications are in terms
of a wide range of ideas involving location, direction and
spatial specification; as well as number, aspect and mode.

| The structure of the verb is based on the combination

of various morphological classes, which occur only with this

particular word class. The morpheme classes for verbs are

the following:

Chart of verb morvheme classes

Pronéminal prefix verb base verbal suffix

Proriominal prefixes contain the subject pronoun prefixes
(see cﬂapter 6); the verb base contains the meaning compon=-
ent of action or state (see chapter 5)3 the verb suffix
~denotes object or patient,‘number, apsect and attributive
.modifications (see chapter 7). These fhree classes are

obligatory and a well~constructed verb contains at least
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one morpheme from each.
2.5.2 Nouns

The class of nouns is smaller in number than
verbs, and is less complex morphologically., Semantically,
a noun consists of elements of meaning which label persons,
places, animals or things.l The additional morphological
components that make up the structural aspects of the noun
further specify the labels just mentioned. This is done
in terms of possession, gender, spatial, locational,
attributive and enumerative elements. The siructure of
the noun is based on the combination of various morphological
classes that occur only with nominal forms. These morphemic

classes are the following:

Chart of Nominal Morpheme Classes

Locative particle | Possessive Prefix | Base | Noun suffix

The locative particle consists of specifications for
gender as well as for position or location of the noun
(see sec. 2.5.% and chapter 11). The possessive prefix,

indicates the possessor of the noun in questions (chapter 9).

The noun base contains +the lexical component of the word
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(chapter 8). The noun suffix class contains elements that
identify enumerative as well as attributive elements (chap-
ter 10). There are two optional morphological classes of

nouns: = the locative particle and the noun suffix class.

2.5s3 MNModifiers

There are basically two kinds of modifiers
in Toba: modifiers for the noun class and modifiers for
the verb class. Those forms thgt modify the verb class are
generally monomorphemic. Those that modify nouns, however,
consist of verbal forms and pronominal forms. Verbal forms
are adjectival in the gloss, - but are identical structurally
to verbs. Pronouns, however, form an independent word
class. These third person pronouns are formed with the
locative particles as the first morpheme class. Consequent-

ly the word class of pronouns will be considered as part of

the nominal morphology.
2.5.4 Particles

Particles in Toba are not very numerous,
and sef&e essentially the same function as the modifier
class. The distinction between modifiers and particles is
that the latter are free-floating and can be added at

'.will to a word. They are not classified as words because

the stress rule (see 3.2.1)" is not applicable.
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They are also not classified as a nominal prefix because
they can and do occur word finally on non-nominal forms
(see 3.11.1). Structurally, they tend to be fairly simple,
while semantically they are complex. Particles express

temporal, gender, and svatial relationships (see chapter 11).
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3.0 Introduction to the phonemic system of Toba

This chapter will approach the description and analysis
of the Toba phonemic system from several different levels
of analysise Thus, the word and the syllable will bve
analyzed initially both in terms of suprasegmental and
segmental classes. This will be followed by sentence

prosody.
3.1 Phonemic word

As has already been noted (2.4), fhe "word" can
be defined as a semantic, syntactic, morphological, or
phonological unit.v The concern here; hbwever, will be
with the proverties of the word as a linear sequence of
sounds which form syllables and‘which are both preceded

and followed by pause or potential pause.l

- 3.2 Syllable

The syllable is a unit which is composed of a
sequence of phonological segments consisting of at least
one consonant and one vowel. This definition applies to

the syllable both as a phonemic unit and a phonetic '

l. Pause is phonemic and is marked by space at the
beginning and the end of the word or by #- . See 3.1ll.
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unit, because in terms of the segmentals there is no differ-
ence. However, phonetically the prosodic feature of stress
occurs and results in stressed and unstressed phonetic

syllables.,

3.2.] Phonetic aspects of primary stress

All words in Toba have one syllable which is
more prominent in loudness and pitch than any other
syllable. Primary stress is always placed on the final
syllable of the word. Since stress is predictable, there is
no need to mark it vhonemically /°/ (see 3.11for the juncture
phoneme). However, all the phonetic transcriptions are mark-

ed in the final syllable as [']. This feature of non-phonem-

ic stress can also be used as a further criterion for word

borders.

3.3 Canonical forms for the phonemic syllable

Stress is non-phonemic, and so there is only
one vhonemic syllable tyve to consider. The syllable thus
will be analyzed in terms of the distribution of the two
broad classes of segmentals, that is, vowels and consonants.

The following classes of segmentals indicate the

description of syllable tyves:

Consonants, i.e. syllable marginals, symbolized by C
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Vowels, i.ees syllable nuclei, symbolized by V

Syllables must consist of at least one vowel,
long or short, and must be preceded by one consonant.
A syllable nucleus however may optionally be preceded
by two consonants and followed by two consonants. The

formula
(e)ev(2) (e)(C)
accounts for these facts. Of the various possibilities,
cV and cve

are by far the most common. Long vowels are phonemically
in contrast with short vowels, although they fill the

same structural position as short vowels.

3.4 Words

Words can be seen as é sequence of
syllables. However, the number of syllables in a word
is finite; in my corpus there are no words with more than
ten syllables. The least complex word would consist of
one syllable alone, although the most common type of
word has two or three syllables,
The structure of syllables as described above .

indicates that there are consonant clusters of two
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segmentals which occur both syllable initial and final.
It would thus avpear that up to four segmentals would be
possible across syllable boundariese. In fact, this does
not occur, and in word medial position no more than three
consonants are ever found.

When a two consonant cluster occurs medially, one
consonant is syllable initial, that is, the onset and the
other is syllable final, that is, the coda. When a
three consonant cluéter occurs, the first consonant is
syllable final, and the other two consonants are syllable
initiale.

Because of the restrictions on syllable shape, geminate
vowels never occur across syllable borders. This, however,
is not the case with geminate consonants. They can and do
frequently occur within the word. Geminate consonants
are transcribed as phonetically long, [C:]; however,
phonemically they are written as two separate phonemes,
ol /CC/.1

<This analysis of both syllable structure and word
structure provides the framework for the description of
the segmentals which follows. Thus, any statement that

refers to syllable final position, unless otherwise

l. These geminate consonants, however, do not
occur within a single morpheme but occur at morphemne .

boundaries.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



33

indicated, also includes word final position. Similarly
any statement that refers to syllable-initial pnsition

refers to word=initial position as well,
3¢5 Segmental phonemes

As I indicated in the analysis of the syllable
structure (3.3), there are two broad classes of segmental

phonemes, consonants and vowels.
3¢5¢1 Inventory

Chart of Phonemes

s 2 =
2 & g & ¥ £ g E
i P iF & s
) R £ G 7 a > o
Stops vlie| p t k q '
v vde * g g -
Affricates vl, é
vde j
Fricatives vl. s s h
Nasals vdo, m n n
Liquids vd. ~
Lateral 1 1l
Flap r
Semi~-vowels vd. w y
Borrowed vd e b d
Front Back !
High i i o o:
Low e el a as
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The chart of phonemes contains the segmentals that are
necessary to represent all the ﬁhonemic contrastse. This |
inventory, however, will be equally well suited for later
morphophonemic representations. The chart has also been
arranged so as to indicate as much about structure as is
possible. Thus, the phonemes are grouped initially into
the two broad segmental classes: consonants and vowels.,
The consonants are then grouped accordiﬁg to général
tybes on one axis and by generalized articulatory criteria
on the other. The consonant type classes, i.e., the
vertical axis, have been ofganized so.as to indicate the
general characteristics these types have in common. For
example, 2ll stops are voiceless except for the velar and
post-velar stops which are both voiced and voiceless. The
affricates are also voiced and voiceless, while the
fricatives are all voicelesse. All nasals, liquids and
“semi-vowels which follow vertically in the chart share

the feature of voice. Borrowed consonants are also all
voicede The names given to the horizontal axis, that is,
to the articulatory series, are close -to their phonetic
denotation, but here are meant to identify functional
contrasts rather than provide a complete phonetic descrip-
tione

}The vowels are grouped according to binary contrasts

in a four-=cellgd diagram. They share the feature of voicing

with the voiced consonants. -
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The symbols rerresenting individual phonemes were
chosen to conform as closely as possible to standard
phonetic usage. Occasionally, a choice had to be made
between two symbols. In those cases, the allophone
which had the greatest distribution was considered the
norm and given symbolic status. Thus, for example,
[w]l has a wider distribution than [v] which results
in /w/3 [r] has a wider distribution than [r] which
results in /r/; [o] has a wider distribution than [>]
which results in /o/.

Bach of the phonemes will be illustrated below,
with a statement of its allophonic variation. The
phonemic distribution will be stated in section 3.9 and

3.10, following the description of all the phonemes.
3.6 Phonemic description: Consonants

3.6.1 Stops

o] voiceless, bilabial, unre-
e leased, occurs in syllable
final position
/v/ \ .
[ph] voiceless, bilabial, aspirated
occurs elsewhere
For example:
/halap/ [palép] mouth
1 ¥ ]
/latap/ [latap] _ forehead
/pe/ [phé] | night
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/piyogonak/ [phiyogonégj shaman
/lapa/ _ [lapha] much, many
/1pi'inek/ [lzphi'in€§] ~ bone
/v'ay/ [ph'ay] . widow
fk] voiceless velar unreleased,
i occurs in syllable final
position
15/ . . .
(k1] voiceless velar aspirated,

occurs elsewhere

For example:

/naiak/ [nalégj doctor
/Jalotalek/ [galothalfgj I reach
/wotayke/ [wothaykhg] he wants
/kotapigit'/ [xhothapigit] | he walks
/Sikayt/ [Stkhayt] | yesterday

[t] voiceless dental released,

occurs syllable final

/v/ [t] voiceless dental unreleased
- occurs word final

[th] voiceless dental aspirated,
occurs elsewhere

For example:

/hawot/ [hawot] rain
(%]

/tagoqomente/ [thaghoqhomenthe]  tomorrow again

\]

/hagtaganaqtegat/ [hagtdeanagtlsgat] we are conversing
¢ together
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/qara‘'asagantaqa/ [qhara'aéaqhanthgqhéj

our toys
/ntetsat/ [n'¢teat) water
Cql voiceless post~velar released
occurs syllable final
/a/ [q] voiceless post-velar unre=-
L leased, occurs word
final
[qM] . voiceless post=velar aspi-

rated, occurs elsewhere

For example:

/lmalaq/ [1:malég] smoke
/qo'ipaq/ [qhg'ipé%] tree
/qalota/ [qhalotha] much, a lot of
/lcona/ [1:qhynd] toe
| /naapalay/ [n:qhaphalay] - his cap
/roqsilek/ [raqéilggj ' Christian
[*] lenis voiceless glottal;

! occurs syllable initial

// _
[*] voiceless glottal, occurs
.elsewhepe

For example:

/*ipo'/ [;iphB'J my *poncho’
/haha'/ - [Qahé'] yes
/'ani/ [:ém] A you (sg.)
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1

/‘ani/ [:aﬁ{] there she is

/seke'e/ [sekhe:fj I eat

/ka‘amage/ [kha:amagz] " - course of the river
/semeta'i/ [szmsthaif] I'm finishing
/'itok/ [1if3k] my body

/yapela‘te/ [yaphela*the] - my pair of shoes
/sawatona'q/ [sawathoné'q] we know more than one

person or thing

[g] voiced velar lenis, occurs
e/ ¢ syllable initial
' [g] voiced velar, occurs else-
. where
For example:
/nogotolek/ [na§otholeJ youth
/lasogoni/ : [lésog:ﬁfl ‘ . garbage
/ka'igesak/ [kha;igcsék] ' " ant
(Y [¥]
/'olgaga/ ['31ga§£] . chicken
. X i .
[e] voiced post-velaf lenis,
\ occurs syllable initial
/e/ . '
[e] voiced post=-velar, occurs
elsewhere
For'example:
/n'etsat/ [n:'ctgéﬁ] water
/'ongayk/ ['ongéy%] good, pretty
‘ t
/ka tagaaoyk/ [kha:agagéyk] moon
Y v
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/1lwaglawel/ [1:waglawel] palm
Je6+2 Affricates
/c/ : [s] voiceless alveo-palatal

For example:

/lace 'oge/ [lace'age] lake
/Eim/ [E(@] bitter
/cetarasigem nalcel/ ' . position of the feet
. . - propped on a chair
[cetharaSLgég
- nalcél)
/yapicqa/ [yapiaqhéj_ older brother
: /yacoro/ [yacord] mi mother=in-law
/3/ [ voiced alveo-palatal
For example:
/ﬁilgoék/ : [Silgéyg] bad, naughty
/3ititawga/ [Si:i:aw§£] I an scared
/3imaji/ [Jimaji] he (in prone
, ; position)
/Eapit'éia/ [Eaphit:aléj ~ I'm interested
/'aiala/ ['a}alé] Come?$
/manjoka/ [man3 xhd] tapioca
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3.6.3 Fricatives

[s:] - voiceless long alveolar,
occurs in word final
position in Spanish loan

words
/s/
: [s] voiceless alveolar, occurs
elsewhere
For example:

/salka'age/‘ [salkha'aggj very narrow
/yasatawek/ [yasathaw&k] " full of holes
 /sastagayapege'/ [sasthagayaphege'J I don't talk to

him

/seke'e/ [sskhe;fj : I eat
i/si‘igen/ [si:i§E§] I try

/kos/ [kP3ss] piggish, pig
/haros/ ‘ [harés:]l ' rice

/s/ [s] voiceless alveopalatal

For example:

/masi/ [masi] already
/saéirgi/ [sasirgi) I blow up

_ l. But if counting a small amount of rice, the result
is

/harasolqa/ [harosolqé] a handful of rice

: That is, the phonetic feature of ;ength is dropped when the
/s/ is no longer word final. Spanish words in Toba generals
ly follow the Toba rules for productive morphology.
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/nsetayke/ [n:secthayké] he wants

[h] , voiceless glottal lenis,
t occurs word initially
,/ h//
{n] voiceless glottal, occurs
elsewhere
For example:
/haha‘/ [?ahé'] yes!$
/hani/ [paﬁi] . it's above
/sonholek/ [soholfgj - I'm well shod
/napoharana/ [naploharana ] they're covered
/neheragigem/ [nthcraézgém] they're riding a
v horse
3e6e4 Nasals
[m] voiced bilabial unreleased,
u occurs word finally
/v/ _ s
fm] voiced bilabial, occurs
elsewhere
For example:
/‘an/ ['ég] you
/hayemn/. [hayég] I
/ramari/ [ramari] he (standing)
/hanimari/ [hanimari] she (sitting)
/masi/ [mast] ‘already
- /ima‘/ [l:ma'] . house
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[N] voiceless dental nasal, occurs
word finally, when pre-
ceded by a glottal stop

/n/ [n] ' voiced dental unreleased,
v ‘ occurs word finally else-
where
[n:] voiced dental long, occurs

as first member of a
consonant cluster

[n] voiced dental, occurs
elsewhere

For example:

/sayate'n/ [sayate'N] | they don't know

| /nataraga'n/ [na‘araea'N) snakes (that are

‘ v over there)

1 /qa'en/ [qha:;g] I don't want
/taw'igen/ [;aw:igfg] try it (the meal)
/so'ongan/ [sa':ngﬁg] : I sing
/nlawek/ [n:lawég] he awakens
/n/ - - [n] voiced alveo=-palatal

For example:

/nilogowek/ [ﬁilog:wéf] we get up
/qonisigem/ [qMonis gdm] arise! (two
. people)
/natare 'n/ [Patlars ' N] I cure (two
people
| /laﬁoqo't/ [1aﬁaqh§'§] they were born
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3.6.5 Liquids

[1:] long dental latera, occurs

.For example:

word initial, as first member
of a consonant cluster

/1/
[1] dental lateral, occurs else-
where
‘For example:
/nalak/ [nalégj doctor
/sawalekta/ '[sawalikthé] I am going slowly
/*alole/ ['alolé] young woman
/Jilaoyk/ [3ilg5y§] bad, naughty
/lace/ [iagij onion
/lta'a/ [l:ta'a] his father
/ima’'t/ [l:md't) their house
o .
- /1/ [13 alveo-palatal lateral

/nalit/ [naifg] he plays
/naloqta‘a/ [nalsqtha‘a] they look

/1a/ [12] . the other

/13ace/ [1:Tace] he's urged to move

/'alilekte/

['al:ickt“é]

your knees
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[r] trill, occurs following /t/
/x/t

[r] flap, occurs elsewhere

For example:
/nirotrawo/ [Rirotrawo] I'm carrying something
/nanomtrapigi/ [nafomtraptgli] they’re drinking
something strong
/sasirgi/ [sascregl] I blow up
/nso'orini/ [n:s2'sr¢ni]  they're dreaming
/rko‘otapigi/ [rk)fﬁthaptgfj she wants to produce
/raawi/ [rqlawi] undo
3.6e6 Semi-vowels
{v] voiced labiodental fricative,
_ preceding or following /i/

/vw/ _ .

[w] voiced labial semi-vowel,

occurs elsewhere
For example:

Jwitiri/ [vi'iri] years
/hivagari/ [hiva%ar{] my hands

1. The allovhony in the no'olganak dialect is quite
different. [d] occurs in that dialect in free variation
with [r] in word initial position, and in syllable final.
[d] however occurs far more frequently, and as a result
/d/ has been posited by Buckwalter (personal communication)
as the phoneme for no'olganak instead of /r/. For example:

[ramar{] s [damaff]' he (standing)

[na'arqaté] : [na'adqpté] your elbow

-
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1

/sérowek/ [serowé&] I carry outside
/nirogowo/ [nirseowo] let's carry him
: ! inside
/harawak/ [harawég] your cave
/sayawga/ [sayawga ] I'm going to go
t where he is
/sapettaw'a/ [saphgt:aw'éj ' putting one's foot
up

~ /qawkanitak/ [déwkhaﬁith5§] you (pl.) are running

/y/ {y] voiced palatal
For example:

. /yavicqa/ [yapigqh£]> older brother

; /yitige'n/ [yi'i%c'N] they try
/yayaten/ ‘[yayathfg] he knows
/hayen/ [ hayém] : I
/masiyi/ | [masiyi] already old
/hiqaya/ [highaya] my brother
/p'ajk/ ‘ [p'éyg] widower
/Sikayt/ [EtkéyE] yesterday
/ka‘agasoyk/ [ka'agagéy@] moon
/ﬁilgoj@/ [3ileoyk] bad, naughty
/wasoytegelek/ fwaSOythG%tléE] thiy always accuse

: im

/qoyoqte'ota/ [thy)qthe'a'é] it is expensive
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3.7 Phonemic description: Vowels

There are both long and short vowels phonemically.
Long vowels generally serve to differentiate third person
singular from plural in both the nominal and verbal morphology.
This is especially the case with /i/, /e/, and /o/, where
the singular units contrast with the plural.1 /a:/ occurs

in other environments as well.
3¢7+1 High front vowel

(v ' high, open, front, unrounded,
occurs when preceded by
any affricate or fricative,
and followed by a voiceless
stop, or in the penultimate
syllable where the ultimate
vowel is also a high front

vowel.

/i/ ) ' o
[ij high, close, front, unrounded,
occurs elsewhere
For example:

/Sikpe/ [Sckphe] last night
/Siktego'a/ [;(kth{§0;é] I want to buy
/samacigini/ [éamaZtgtﬁf] I am happy
/loita/ [1:0ctha) lard
/hima 't/ [himd "] they finish
/nnata'i/ [n:atha ] they're all lying

down
l. However, since this is not the primary way of dis-
tinguishing third person plural from singular, the occurrence
of long vowels would obviously be less frequent than short ones.
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/siraygo/ [Sirayga] the moon (term used
: by the older Toba)
/pi'osonkolek/’ [phi'oeom:kH1Ek) minor shaman
2 -
/is/ fis] long, high, close, front,
unrounded

For example:

/3itmaii/ [Ji:maji] they (lying down)
/hani:mari/ [?aﬁi:mari] they (f) (sitting)

3¢7+2 Non=high front vowel

[e] mid, cliose, front, unrounded,
occurs in word initial syllable
when preceded by /k/ or
final syllable when preceded

vy /r/y /t/s or /j/

/e/ [&#v] ~ central unrounded high slight-
: ly lowered, occurs word
final, when preceded by

/e/s /W/y or [y/

[e] - mid, open,front, unrounded,
occurs elsewhere

For example:

/kesom/ [kesom] before (remembering
: - . something)

/lere/ [iire] book
/norek 1lma'ate/ [norék l:ma'athé]  burning fires
/yitigen/ [yi‘igép] he tries
/sosigem/ [sosigim] , I get up (from

$v a chair, a

bed)
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/serowek/ _ [serowégj I leave outside

/hayem/ . [hayig] I

/ve/ [pe]l . night

/nogotolék/ | [nJgotholggj boy B

/nte'eta/ [n:theetha] earlier

Jes/ [ez] long mid, open, front,
unrounded

For example:
/hek/ [hesk] " they go
3¢7¢3 Non-low back vowel

i ‘ £5] low, close, back, rounded,
slightly backed, occurs
continguous to back
consonants

/of i

[o] mid, close, back, rounded,
occurs elsewhere

For exémple:

/naqom/ [naqhigj Toba people

\/ﬁirogbwgk/ [ﬁir%gswégj we take it out

/aoki'/. [qhaxhi+] you (ple) go

/'olgaga/ ['%l§a§£] hen

/'onolek/ ['gnolég] one

/‘alole/ ['alolf] young woman
"/naﬁomtraﬁigi/ [naﬁomt?aplgi] they're drinking

(something strong)
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/nirosowoe/ [ﬁirgggwé] . we carry it inside
/hawot/ [Qaw6§j ' rain
/rko'otapigi/ [rkh%'g;haphcgf] he wants to buy
Jos/ [o:] mid, close, back, rounded

For example:

/sosmari/ [so:mari] them (m) (moving
' away)

3+47.4 Low back vowel

[al ' mid, close, central, une
rounded, occurs following

1
[a,] low central, unrounded,
backed, occurs vefore post=-
velar and glottal stops

/a/ -

[a] low,. central, unrounded,
nasalized, occurs pre-
ceding and following
/n/

[a] low, central, unrounded,

occurs elsewhere

For example:

/Sigawo/ [Eigawé] : I'm going already
L} b ] s
/ka'agasoyk/ [ka,ggagoygj moon

/lace'oge/ [laEs'?gEJ lake

T. "a" is equal to "a" in the usual phonetic trans-
cription. For ease of typing, however, "a" is utilized
phonetically and phonemically, instead of "a".
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/saéaqtak/ [sasqgté%] I threw it
/nte'eta/ | [n:the'etha) earlier
/l°ongangék/ [1'gn§an§é§] that which he sings
/ka'amage/ [fé'ama%f] course of the river
/talo/ [*al0] woman
/haha'/ [haha'] ‘ yes

| /az/ [az] low central, unrounded

For example:

/lama:ga/ [lamasgal back part of lower
‘ ! - leg
/lya:ce/ [l:yazce] claw
: /sawast/ [sawé:E] I see
/rama:ri/ [rama:ri] they (m) standing

3.8 Borrowed phonemes

In Toba there are two phonemes which occur in
a sméll numﬁer of words borrowed from Spanish.
These are the /b/ and /d/.
The bilabial consonant occurs only in borrowed words.
Its phopétic manifestation is closer to the semi=-vowel
/w/, especially in the speech of monolinguals and those
who have recently learnea Spanishe For these speakers it
~ .would indeed be hard to posit another phoneme. However,

. this phoneme is increasingly being pronounced
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in the correct articulatory positicw for Spanishe. This

is occurring bgcause there is an increase in the number of
bilingual speakers who are becoming proficient in spoken
Spanish, and who are having less difficulty in contrasting
[] with [w].!

The justification for the inclusion of /d/ is distinct
from /b/. This voiced dental stop has never been one of
the Spanish phonemes for which the phonetic manifestations
have been a problem to the Toba speaker. Because of the
free variation that is present with the allophones of
/r/, namely [r], [r] and [d] for the no'olganak dialect,
and because speakers of the other dialects are frequently
exposed to speakers of no'olganak, there is-no difficulty
in pronouncing Spanish words containing both /r/ and /d/

phonemes correctly.

For example:

farado/ [arado] plow

/batidora/ [batidora] cement mixer
3.9 Distribution of consonant phonemes

3e9¢1 1Individual consonants

le In fact the new phoneme which will soon need to-be
added will be /f/. Presently, Toba speakers utilize the
[w] as an allophone for this Spanish phoneme. \
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All consonants can occur in all positions, word
initial, medial or final, with the following specific
exceptionse

1. /g/ and /e&/ can not occur word initial or word

final. 2oth can occur elsewhere in the syllable as either

onset or codae.

2. /w/ can not occur as word final, however it can
occur as syllable final, word initial, or syllablé initial,
with the exceotion of the cluster #/tw/ and #'kw/.

3. The fricative, afiricate and nasal alveo-palatal
phonemes, i.e. /S/, /o/, /5/, and /n/, can not occur word
finally; however; thej do 6ccur syllable finally.

4. /h/ can occur only as word initial or syllable
initial. It never occurs finally in either syllable or
werd vosition.

5. /q/ is limited in distribution because it can
occurlonly vefore or after the vowels /a/ and /o/.

.'However, it does co=occur with other phonemes in consonant

clusterse.
6. /S/ must be followed by /i/. or /e/.

7« /n/y /t/y /3/ and /1/ do not occur when followed by
/i/+
 3.9.2 Consonant.clusters

1. Clusters of non-geminate consonants may

-~
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occur word initially, medially, or finally.:

2. Geminate consonants occur only word medially.

3. Clusters of more than two consonants occur only
word mediallye.

b, The only vossible three phoneme consonant cluster
occurs word medially, with the apical nasal being the post-
nucleus marginal, followed be a pre-nucleus two consonant
cluster.

5. The chart on' v.5% indicates the possible consonant
clusters that do occur. However not all possible clusters
have been recorded. Some cells are empty because of
distributional restrictions.. Others are empty'because the
consonant clusters simply have not been recorded. This is
probably due to the fact that the'phonemes are of limited

distribution, or they cluster infrequently.
3.10 Distribution of vowel phonemes

i; No vowel phonemes may occur 'in word-initial
or syllable-initial position.

‘2. All short vowel phonemes occur in word final or
syllable final position. Long vowel phonemes are only
attested to in the first syllable of a word.

3. /a/ is the most frequently utilized vowel. It
functions as syllable nucleus with all the syllable ‘

marginals, except /S/. /a:/ is.also used more frequently

than the other long vowels.
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L, /e/ does not occur as frequently as /a/, but func-
tions similarly to ite There is only one attested word
with /e:/.

5. /i/ and /i:/ occur most frequently, though not
exclusively, as syllable nucleus when preceded by one of
the alveo-palatal consonants.

6. /o/ occurs most often when preceded by or followed
by one of the velar, post-velar, or glottal stops. /o:/

is attested in only one instance.
3.11 Suprasegmental vhonemes

The suprasegmental phonemes in Toba are the

following:
/= /
/o /
‘The terminal word juncture phoneme, /#/ , indicates
a pause in speech. Throughout this work it is symbolized
by svace. Secondary stress, /‘/;is a phoneme that occurs

only within the context of a sentence. It always follows the

syllable with primary stress (see 3.12.1).
3.12 Phonemic context of sentence
3.12.1 Secondary stress

Stress as a phonetic feature that occurs in
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the final syllable of the word has already been discussed
(sec. 3¢2.1). .However, there are instances, within rapid
discourse, when particles (see 2.5.4) instead of remaining
prefixed to nominal forms float backward and become instead
suffixed to the preceding word. The result then is a word
which contains two stresses. The new penultimate syllable,
which in slow speech is alwéys the final syllable of the
word, retains its primary stress and the ultimate syllable
takes on the feature of secondary stress.

For example:

Slow Rapid Gloss

/nategana sosikayt/ /nateganaso sikayt/ It happened here
: - yesterdaye.

/hi'otta napapel/ /hi'ottana papel/ They 're moving
‘ : papers about.

3.12.2 Pitchl

Pitch is an especizlly significant
feature to express modal distinctions. Frequently the
same sequence of morphemes are utilized to express a
statement, a command, and a question. The only way, then,

to distinguish these modes is through the different intonation

1. Pitch is also an important phenomenon to distinguish
the speech of the older and younger generations. Those over
50 tend to use pitch formations in a slightly more emphatic
way than do the younger speakers of Toba. Thus in the older
speakers the upward pitch curve is more abrupte.

)

For example:

Younger /qapi‘oni/ Older /qapi‘oni/ ‘small thing’
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contours that are linked to each mode. Thus, for example,
a rising contour is placed on the final segments of a
sentence to indicate a question rather than a statement. A
declarative sentence can bé identified by a2 level contour
and an imperative is indicated by a rising pitch which

drops on the stressed syllable.

For example:

/‘tawayateteget/ Do you understand it clearly?
/sa‘ar'igalaqcigi/ * Don't come back soon!
T / '
/naya nan‘asigak/ Is he coming to the party?
. /naya nan'agigak/ He is coming to the party.

3012. 3 Length

Vowel length occurs both phonemically '
and non-phonemically. Phonemically there are functional
contrasts in the form of minimal pairs.which have already
been discussed elsewhere (section.3.3 and 3.10). Non-
phonemic length, or duration in time under certain
speech situétions, is a sentence level phenomenon. Thus,
in sentences where exclamation or surprise are indicated,
vowels can be optionally iengfhened t0 express these emo-

tions. When vowels are lengthened for this reason, they
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are marked with a macron on top of the vowel to distinguish
it from phonemic length. Since this wvocalic lengthening
does not occur in isolation, the intonation contour is

marked above the macron.l

For example:

NN N}
/ca'aji ©onolek/ * Yes, he's alone!
——\
/koconik/ : He's really skinny!

1. There are no instances in my corpus where /V:/
becomes further lengthened in the context of sentence stress-
lengthening. '
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4.0 Introduction - Morphophonemics

This chapter vresents the rules which convert strings
of morphemes into their phonemic shape. The rules that
will be set forth vary from very genéral morphophonemic
ones that apply across all morpheme boundaries +to specific
morpheme-class rules which apply in more limited environ-
ments. Those rules that are applicable to only one
morpheme will not be treated here but will be found in
the morphology chapfers. References to these chapters

(5-12) will be made throughout this chapter.
4,1 Morphemes and their allomorphs

All morphemes that have been isolated have a base
representation (for examples, see Appendix A and B).l
This base form is ﬁresented in the morphology sections, with
the listing of the distribution of the allomorphs. Thus,
for each base form all allomorphic realizations are

specified.
4,2 Morphophonemic rules

The general effect of morphophonemic rules

in Toba is to maintain the syllable canons through two

1. The allomorph which is selected as the base form is
the form with the highest frequency of occurrence. '
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processes: (1) thermiuction of vowel clusters, énd (2) the
alteration of consonants. These syllabic canons have already
been discussed in 3.3. The canonical shape of both verb
and noun bases is discussed in chapters 5 and 8. Pronominal
prefixes (chapter 6), possessive prefixes (chapter 9) and
locative particles (chapter 11), are word initial in
nouns or verbs. They all contain an initial consonant with
an ootional vowel and consonant and vowel sequence following,
that is, C(V(C(V))). Suffixal morphemes (chapter 7 and
10) may have either the shape C(V(C(V))), V(C(V(C))), or
c(v(c(c(v)))) and V(C(C(V)))o

| The notational system for the morphological and phon-
ological structure of the base forms has been presented in

2¢3e242, and will be utilized here.

The rules that follow are grouped from the most
general (those that apply to all words in citation form),
-t0 the more specific (morphological class only). Those
rules that are morpheme specific are not presented here,
but rather in the relevant sections of the morphology
chapters.
Rules 1=3 are strictly ordered and must precede
all other rules. Rules 1 and 2 are precyclic, while rule 3
is persistent and applies anywhere that its left~hand conditions
are met;. Rules 4~12 are successively numbered, but unless

noted to the contrary are nbt ordered, that is, they are
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‘anywhere' rules. (Lakoff, 1967; Ross, 1967).
4,2,1 General rule for words in citation formt

The following rule applies to all words in

citation form regardless of the types of internal boundaries.
Rule 1 - allomorph selection.

In the base representation of a word,
replace each base form of a morpheme
by the allomorph as determined

by the environment. : T,
This replacement is to be done from

right to lefte.

Rule 1 is thus a recursive rule within the word. It
must precede all other rules since the shape of the
Hallomorph will determine which subsequent rules, if ény,
apply. In the examples that are given below, the first
column indicates the phonemic representation, the second
column indicates the base represeﬁtation, the third column
indicates the derivation immediately after the application

of rule 1, and the fourth column indicates the glosse.

1, Follow1ng the definition of Margaret Langdon
{1970:15), I use the term citation form "to describe any
form that may be elicited without providing the context of
a full oentence, although some of these may function as

a sentences.e.”".
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This same set of examnples will be utilized throughout this

chapter to indicate the result of the application of

subsequent rules.

Derivation
as a

result of
rule 1

Phonemic Base morpheme

Gloss

/aansoqoy/ < daneeei=s0q —> Qqan+sog+l

/aangalgoqoy/ < qan;..i-qalqoqa gan+galgoq+i
| N —

/qawtagaytak/ < qaw...i-tag- = qawstaqéittak
tak —_—

/yaronagawa/ < hi-ronag-wa —> yadronagqéwa

/ﬁasogogi/ < ﬁa-sogok-gi —y ﬁa+sogok+§i
/hiqa'agi/ < hi-qa'—gi — hi+qa'+fi

/aaraloytalek/< qaw,..i=lo-%ak- qarat+lo+istas
lek —> e

/yawattaygi/ < r-wat-tak-igi —» yatwatétakigi

/hajiqaya/ < haji-hi-qaya —» hajithitqaya

/loelasot/ < l-mce=l~hasot —» licesl+hasot

you all 1lift
up

you all run

you all are
talking

my brother-
in-law by
marriage

my patios
my chins

you all are
reaching

he, she is
leaving
open

my sister

his, her,
lower leg
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Phonemic Base morpheme Derivation Gloss
as a
‘result of
rule 1
/lpikelamol/< l=vike=l=hamo-l-»l4pikes+l+hamo+l  his, her

/yere/ < hi-here —> yathere

/saloqta'oga/¢ s...qéhaii-tak-.9sa+haii+q+ta+
‘oga Toga

Wessl=tago ar+tacogel
/qartagoqoy/ < qa i-tagog ->q goq

' Neeseesi="ema an+'emaq+i
/qan‘emagqay/ < qa i qa-> q q

/qarasot/ < qar-hasot -z gqarthasot

v v v,
/qalqa‘aji/ < qalga‘a-haji —» qalqa‘'a+haji

upper arm

my book

we're looke
ing outside

your blood

your left-
side

our waist

and then
here

/qawkewoytapigi/c qgaw...i-kewo~ - qawtkewo+i+ta+p+ you all are

tak=pe~igi igl

coeli= —_— wat+ta+i
/aawatay/ <« QaWe..i=ta —» ga '
/aqarvotoy/ < Qare...i=-poto -» qar+tpoto+i

/ﬁiqarolqay/ < ﬁi-qar...i-' -> Hi+gar+'olqa+

‘olqga 1

/selota‘'a/ <« s-lo-tak-a'a -» se+lo+t+a'a

walking
and walking
in circles

you all shoot
your dress

your wild
animals who
are standing

I'm looking
at him
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Phonenmic Base morpheme Derivation Gloss
as a
result of
rule 1
/siyogotaveza/< s-yoso-tak-pe= - sityosot+ta+ I'm going to
ega petega find a round
place to
wash in
/napilottapigi/f n-pilot=tak-pe~ na+pilot+ta+ he, she is
igi - ptigi ' washing
something
inside a
sink
L 4 v | L4
o' essg='oOcedtn - so+'ocetaqt w 1
/s ogaq/ < s g ge g___,__uq y] e sleep
'i eeelitke'e —> qawtke'e+i
/aawke'i/ < gaw...itke'e Qi e'e+i we eat

' ' ' vee'='ep=tak= ne+'ep+ta' + s
/ne'epta'apo’'/¢ n ep-ta et+'ep+ta’ape+ I am moving

o' —>» 0 forward on
my knees
hunting

) - ..O_ . + -
/qartogi/ < qgar...i=-toge ~>» qar+toge+i your.chest

/qaliektL/ < qar...i-iek— - qar+iek+te+i your pair of
te L — knees

~ ~ v, . LY.
/hikoma‘'aji/ ¢ ha-koma'=3i —» nitkoma'+ji my stones

/qamehenagani/ qan...i-mehen- qa+mehentaga+ you all are

< aga=n - ?i} staring
/qan'ogofi/’ ¢ qan='ok=3i —3 qan+'ok+ji our leather

/qarapikeli/ « gar...i-pike-l-»qara+pike+l+i  your arms
L.

-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



65

Phonemic Base morpheme Derivation - Gloss
as a
result of
rule 1

/si‘aganayke/ ¢ s-'aga-n-ayke - si+'agatn+ayke I call

/qayogo'r'ii/ < Q8Nneesi=yogo=n-< gatyogoin+i you all are
. —_ going to
wash
/aanalici/ <& qan...i=lit -5 gana+Tlit+i you all
: : — play

/qaw'onagani/< Qgawsesi='on- -y qaw+'ontaga+n+i you all sing
aga-n — '

/lapa hanaloﬁi/'lapa hana- 5 lapa hana+haloni lots of ice
< haloni '

/ralita‘oga/ < r-haii-tak-'og%’r+haii+ta+'oga he's looking

/qallote/ ¢ qar-lote —> qar+lote ‘our eyelashes
/taliekte/ < ‘ar-lek-te —5 ‘art+lek+te your knees
/‘ampelawe/ <« ‘an-pe=l=hawe —» 'antpe+l+hawe your eyebrow
/mpa‘a/ < nepa'a —> ntpa‘a his, her
: - root
/qanapilo;i/ £ daneeei=pilot —» qantpilot+i you all wash
) L ]

/danasapacita/ Qgan...i-sapat- gqanat+sapat+i+ta you all want
: < tak — '
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Phonemic Base morpheme  Derivation Gloss
as a
result of
rule 1
/qarcelasocz/( QATeeoimbem1m- - qar+ce+l+hasot your leg
hasot 1 below the
knee

/qarapela’ 0111/ garesei=pela’-

/qawice/ <

/nalita‘ta/

/sawalkosog/ ¢
/sSigawo/ <
/'ansogowo/ ¢

/satagawek/ <

/nilogowek/ <
/aarwagari/ <

/aallamki/ <

/'ammetak/ <

te=1
daWeesol=wet _3

na=hali-tak-a'a

—

qaratpela’'+te+
1+l+1

qatwet+i
\—-—————‘

n+hali+t+a'a

-

Seesd=walek 5

v-
si=k=wo —_—

'an=-soq=wo —»

SeseQ=ta=~wek —

;la‘ . .q-lo-wek -~

qar-wag-3i —>

satwalek+sog
[N ———

0.‘
si+k+wo
tant+sog+wo

sa=tatqtwek
—

ﬁi+lo+q+wek
—

'.
gar=waq=ji

daYreesi=lamek —> gar+lamek+i

'an-me=tak —3°

"antme+tak

our pairs of
shoes ,

you all ache

I'm looking
at him and
he's looking
at me

we go slowly

I'm going home
(inside)

1ift up to
get inside

we shoot

we get our-
selves up

our pairs of
hands

your liver

you are buy=-
ing
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Phonemic Base morpheme  Derivation Gloss
as a
result of
rule 1

/'ammatak/ { 'an-ma=tak —> 'an+ma+ték you are resting
/qapige/ < QaWessi=pet —y gatpet+i you all believe

/yapi'a'lasate/ hi-pi'a'=l-=haq ya+pi‘'a'+l+ the tops of my
< -te ->  hagtte pair of feet

4.2.2 General rules for derived forms

Rule 2 = /h/ deletion rule

i ’ | Delete /h/ when it follows a
segment over a simple morpheme

boundary

This rule must be preceded by the allomorph selection
ruie and is followed by rule 3, the rule for vowel clustering.
The ekamples below have been taken from the set of examples
given for rule 1 and show the output of that rule in the
left hand column. The resuit of applying rule 2 is found
in the right hand column. Some of the examples indicate

. that the forms resulting from rule 2 are subject to still

other rules. Those examples in phonemic notation indicate
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that the application of rule 2 results in the final

outpute

Output of rule 1 Rule 2 Output of rule 2
na+hali+t+a'a _—7 ﬁa+a§i+t+a'a (+ rule

. 3 .

qaw+hali+i —_— qaw+ali+i (+ rule 3)
ha5i+hi+qaya —_— ha5i+i+qaya (+ rule 3)
ce+l+hasot —_— Joelasot/
1l+pike+l+hamol _— /lpikelamol/
yashere — _ yasere (+ rule 3)
qar+hasot —_— /qarasot/
qalqa'a+ha§i _— qalqa'a+a3i (+ rule

3)

The rule that follows is a two part disjunctively
ordered rule. Thus if 3a applies, 3b is not permitted
to apply (Chomsky and Halle, 1967:30). Rule 3 moreover
can be reapplied again anywhere in the cycle when the left

hand conditions for its application are met.
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Rule 3 = vowel clustering

(a) Clusters a+i and o+i are rewritten

as ay and oy.

(b) Delete the first vowel of a vowel

sequence.

Vowel clusters appear in the derivation only across
morpheme boundaries as the result of the application of
rules 1 and 2. These sequences violate the syllabic
canon, which does not permit vowel sequences within a
syllable, nor does it allow syllable initial vowels. As
a result either a diphthong is formedg'or, when the
environment for the formation of a diphthong does not exist,
one of the vowels is deleted. In.everj case, thg deletion
is left-handed, and is an example of the regressive nature
of morphophonemic alternations.

As a result of the application of rules 3-12, vowel
clusters may again occur, so that this rule is recursive
and.may be reapplied.

Among the set of examples given for rule 1, the following

are subject to rule 33
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Output of rule 3

an+kewo;i+ta+p+igi ;—7——;
gawa-+ta+i —
qar“-l-'pot o+i —

. hitgar+'olgati _—
wotadayke —_—
na+ima’ —_—
yatwat+tat+igi —

) qara+lo+i+‘ca+lek —_—
sityogo+tatpetega —_—
ne+'eptta‘apeto’ —_—
so+! ose-faq _—

.qaw+ke'e+i —_—
qar+’co.ge'-*.-i
qar+Tek+te+i N

/qawkewoytapigi/
/) qa»;zatay/
/qarpotoy/
/niqarolqay/
/wotayke/
/nayma'/
/yawataygi/

/qaraloytalek/

/siyogotapega/
/ne‘epta’apo'/
/so'ocaq/
/qawke'i/
/qartogi/

gar+lek+t+i (+ rule 4 and
7)
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Output of rule 1 and/or 2 Output. of rule 3
hana+aloni —_— /hanaloni/
yatere —_— " [yere/

Rule 4 - r assimilation

When r occurs within the derivation as
boundary final and is followed by an
allomorph with initial 1 or 1, the r is

changed to l.

Both rules 4 and 5 are partiaily ordered, since rule
1 must precede it. Rules 2 and 3 however, can be applied
before or after rules 4 and 5 without altering the environ-

mental conditions. Examples illustratig rule 4 are the

following:
.Pre-rule 4 derivation Output of rule &4
gar+lote S— /qallote/
‘ar+lek+te — /tallekte/
gar+lamek+i —_— - qal+lamek+i (+ rule . 12)
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Rule 5 = assimilation of nasals.

When the dental nasal occurs in morpheme
final pésition and is followed by a bilabial
stop or a bilabial nasal, the dental form
assimilates regressively to the bilabial

point of articulation.

For example:

Pre-rule 5 derivation ' ‘ Outpgt of rule 5
‘anspe+ltawe ey /'ampelawe/
nt+va'a — /mpata/
‘an+mat+tak —_— /?ammattak/
‘an+me+tak —— | /'ammetak/

Rule 6 = palatalization rule

When t, n, or 1, are in morpheme final
position and are followed by the i of a dis=-
continuous morpheme X..oi, palatalization

fakes place. The following is the result:

_‘E'*'oooi -—-——) ci

Nteeel ——p ni
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1i

There are several morphemes in both noun and verb

prefixal classes that are disjunctinuous. Because they occur

in verbal and nominal classes, this rule is placed with the

general rules for derived forms.

Pre~rule 6 derivation

For example:

Output of rule 6

gana+t+pilot+i

gana-+sapat+itta
v -

qar-tcetltasot+l

qara-tpela'+t+i+l+i

qatwet+i
qa+ﬁehen+aéa+n+i
qaw+'pn+aga+n+i
qana+ii£+i
qa+yogo+n+i

. gqara+pike+l+i

—
—_—
—

L

LELL)

/qanapiloci/
/qanasapacita/
/qarcelasoci/

qara+pela'+gi+ii (note:
double application
of rule)

qatweci (+ rule 10)
/qamehenagani/
/qaw*onagani/
/qanalici/
/qayogoni/

/qarapikeli/
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4,2.3 Rules for specific classes

Rules in this grdup are very restricted, since
they apply to specific morpheme classes. They are numbered
successively; however, the ordering is not significant.
Thus, rule 8 could precede 7 and 9 could precede 8. However,
rules 1-=3, still must precede rules 7-12, unléss 3 applies

recursively.

Rule 7 - w clusterse.

(a) When a verb base ending in g or k

is followed by a suffix beginning

with a w, the base stop becomes. voiced
and is followed by a vowel of the same
quality as that preceding the stop.

(b) When a verb base ending in any other
stop is follﬁwed by the same suffixes,

the w is deleted.

The above rule is another®disjunctively ordered rule,

with 7a preceding 7b. For example:

Pre-rule 7 derivation Output of rule 7
. S /nilogowek/
ni+lo+qtwek e /nilogowek/
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Pre-~rule 7 derivation Output. of rule 7
sa+ta+q+wek —_— /satagawek/
'an+soq+wo — " fansogowo/

v, Y.
si+k+wo ——p /sigino/
satyat+welk —_— /sayatek/

Rule 8 = vowel insertion

When the noun or verb base ends in
ag or og and is followed by the dis-
continuous morpheme X.e.el, at the

boundary, insert an a after aq and an o

.after oq.l
For example:
Pre-rule 8 derivation Output of rule 8
qarftagoq+i —— dar+tagoqo+i (+ rule 3)
gan+'emag+i — gan+'emaqa+i (+ ru}e 3)

) l. As already noted in 3.9.1 +the phoneme /q/ is limited
in distribution and may only be followed by the back vowels.
Thus, when through morpheme combinations /q/ is followed by
/i/, for example, a back epenthetic vowel occurs.
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Pre-rule 8 derivation Output of rule 8
qan+qalgoq+i —_— gan+gqalgogo+i (+ rule 3)
gaw+taq+i+tak —> éaw+taqa+i+tak (+ rule

3)

The following rule is a two part rule, but the ordering

of the vparts is optional.
Rule 9 - consonant voicing and vowel insertion

{(a) When a noun base ends in either the
voiceless velar stop or back velar stop
and is followed by a suffix initial
consonant, the bése consonant becomes
voiced and a vowel is inserted at the
boundary.

(b) When the noun base ends in a glottal'
stop and is followed by a suffix initial
consonant, a vowel is inserted at the

boundary.

The vowel that is inserted is of the same quality as
the vowel preceding the base top, and is another example

of the tendency towards vowel harmony. For example:
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Pre-rule 9 derivation Output of rule 9
la+ronag+wa — /laronagawa/
-~ v, ~ v,
na+sogok+ji — /nasogogoji/
hitqa'+ji > /hiqa‘aji/
gan+'ok+ji —> /qan’ogo3i/
hi+koma'+3i  — /ﬁikoma'afi/

v. v.
qar+waq+ji — /qarwagaji/
ya+pi'a'+l+aqtte — /yapi'a'lagate/

h.2.4 ZLocal rules
The following four rules occur in only

a very few cases.

Rule 10 - vowel metathesise.

When the verb base has the shape eoe0i
as a result of the application of rule 6,
the position of the noncontiguous

vocalic phonemes is reversed. )
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For example:

| Pre-rule 10 derivation OQutput of rule 10
v ’ .-

qa+tweci — /qawice/

qa+peci —_—7 /aapice/

Rule 11 = ® deletion

Delete ' from noun derivations ending in

o' when adding an enumerative suffix.

For example:

Pre=-rule 11 derivation Output of rule 11
v v . v v,
ya+tco'+ji —_— /yacoji/
~ : v, - . . v,
ni+tesqo'+ji —_— /nitesqoji/

Rule 12 - root vowel deletion

(a) Delete ¢ frbm the verb base when it

is between l-k, m=k, n=k.

(b) Insert o between k and s when

resulting cluster is lks

This rule is also disjunctively ordered so that 12a must

-
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precede 12b.

For example:s

Pre-rule 12 derivétion O#tnut of rule 12
sa+twalek+soq — /sawalkosoq/
qaﬂvalé k+i S /qawalki/
gal+lamek+i —_— /qallamki/

h.,2.5 Rules applying to word junctures

These rules are optional, so that in rapid
speech they may apply, whereas in careful, -slow speech they

do not.
Rule 12~ consonant lengthening.

Identical consonants across word

boundaries merge.

The results of this merging can be a slight phonetic

increase in consonantal length. For example:

/stagtak kanogotolek/ [sféqtak:anogofbleg]
'I am talking to the boy' \
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/neget to'oko/ [n€gét:o’oko]

'so, what else?'
Rule 14 - g'deletion

Delete h when preceded by a word with

a final stope.

For example:

/neget haka/ : [negetakal

'which female'®

/nipi'og hilotak ranogotolek [ﬁipi'oqilo€é§ ranogofblck]

*the dog is biting the boy'
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5.0 Verb Morphology
5.1 Introduction

The inflected verb in Toba consists of three
morphological classest the pronominal prefix, verb
base;, and the verbal suffix. Every verb must contain

at‘least one morpheme from each of these three classes,

Chart of Verb Classes

Pronominal prefix Verb base Verbal suffixes
¥ 1 L |
Position Class I I1% W IXT . IV V. VI | VII
’ i ) '
! [ { i
Prefix Class I Root , Stem ' DY N
4, §$19% 3 4+ 8
Prefix Class II ' for- ol = 82l ¢
' mative a'  ¥tdiTs
Prefix Class III : CE‘ : L 16 m: Q2
t .
) b :
! \ ; {

Note: 47his and subsequent Roman numerals refer to
Position Class number.

5¢1l.1 Reading the chart

The following sections summarize the basic
points of'verb structure. . A detailed analysis of each of

the morphological classes will be found below in the sections
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noted.
5e1l.1.1 Pronominél prefix

The prbnominal prefix which is the
class to be found at the beginning of the verb contains
three sub-classes one of which always occurs ;n a verbal
complex. Prefix Class II co=occurs with far more verbs than
does Prefix Class I, while Prefix Class III coe~occurs with
the smallest number.! Each prefix ciass can be inflected

for both number and person (see 6.2).
50lele2 Verb bases

Verb bases generally consist of
only one roote Some roots, however, become dérived
~stems by the addition of a stem=-formative morpheme
(see 5e2)¢ The base is also the saurce for the verbal

lexical inventory.
5¢1lele3 Verbal suffixes

Verbal suffixes in Toba are
of two semantic types: aspectual suffixes and none

aspectual suffixes.

Aspectual suffixes indicate whether the action is

i, I had only three examples in my original corpus of
data. Rechecking with informants did not provide further
examplese
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progressive or punctuale. These two aspects are the only
two that are marked by suffixes within the verb structure.
They designate the action ;n relation to a continuum of
time,' but do not indicate or refer to any particular time.
The none=aspectual suffixes vary greatly in their
content. They provide information as to the orientation
in space as seen from the speaker's viewpoint, the direction
of the action of either the subject or the object of the
verb, they indicate the mood, either desiderative,
intensive, or specific of thé action, and finally indicate
the object of the action in terms of three numbers =
singular, duval and plurale. There are limitations on the
combinations of suffixes in terms of possible concate=
nations, and in the number of suffixes that can cowoccur

‘at any one time (see 7.1 and 7+2)..
5«2 Verb base

Of the three morphological classes of the verb,
the base is the easiest to identify formally and to be
assigned a meaning. The chart .below represents the two

kinds of structure that verd bases'exhibit.
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Structure of Verb Base

Root ' (Stem formative)

Every verb base consists minimally of a root which

is easy to identify formally and which has basic lexical
meaning. The formal identification is based on the
permissable shape of the root, that is, its canonical
shape (see 2+ ), Which can be stated as CV(C(V(C))).

The majority of Toba verbs are formed in this waye. The
less frequent base structure is that of a derived stem,
which consists of a root morpheme plus a stenm formétive
(see 5.4).

The stem formative modifies thé semantic notions of
the root, but does not in any way alter the modifications
by affixation that the root may undergo. For this reason,
the term "base" is being utilized to cover both the root

and the derived stem.
5¢3 Verb root

Roots are bound morphemes, which without further
ad justments, can take the inflectional forms of various
affixes. They can be readily identified by their canonical

shzpe, that is, they must begin with a consonant, and must
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consist of no more than five phonemes. Thus,’ the consonant
vowel combinations for the root morpheme are limited to

the folldwing possibilitiese

Canonical shape of root Examples
8i remove, sort out
cv '
la see,' look at
nak . bite
; cve
i
taq talk
‘oce sleep
cvev |
so'o raise, 1lift
pilot wash the body
Ccvecve
lawat kill
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5.4 Stem formative {éga}

A relatively small number of derived stems are
formed in Toba by adding the morpheme faga} to the root.
This stem formative can not be assigned a specific meanihg.
At times it means a kind of inchoative or inceptive aspect;
in other instances it is closer to the factitive or cognate
accusative.l |

There are two types of derived stems that result
frém this additive process. The first type is a combination
of a root whose lexical meaning is attestéd to in mény
instances of the occurrence of the root by itself, plus the
stem formative. These two morphemes together have a slight=-

ly different gloss than does the root alone.

For example:

Root Root Stem Base Base
gloss derivative gloss
S'o'on} chant {agau} ~'o'onaga= sing
{taq} talk {aga} ' =tagaea- converse
{kon} grab {agg} =konagae= acquire

1. See Wallace N. Chafe, Meaning and the Structure
of Language (University of Chicago Press, 1970), pe. 1563 and
Charles Jes Fillmore, The Case for Case, in Universals in
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The second type of derived stems are those which
consist of roots that never occur without the stem formative
morphemes That is, they are bound to the stem formative
morphemes In all these caées, howeve?,Athat morpheme
which precedes the stem formative follows the rules for
the canonical shape of the rdot. However, no gloss can
be statéd for these bound formse There are a greater
numbef of this second type of derived stem than the firste.

For example:

Root Stem forﬁative Base Gloss of Base
{mehen} {éga3 emehenaga~  stare at
{maf {aga} ~maga- push

{no's {aga} ~no'aga= leavé

{gip} {aga} -Sipaga- tell a lie

The second example =maga~ ‘'push' indicates the result

of morphophonenic rule 3, vowel deletion.

Linguistic Theory, ede by Emmon Bach and Robert Te. Harms -
(Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1968), pe. 25.
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5¢5 Morphophonemic adjustments to the verb base

The process of pluralization of subject pronominal
prefixes effects morphophonemic changes in the base.
Alterations occur because pluralization involves disjunctive
prefixal morphemes, which are either infixed into the base
as in the third person plurgl. or affixed in post=base
position, as in the first and second person plurale. Because
the nature of phonological change in Toba is regressive
(see 4.2 ), these diéjunctive forms alter the base. There
are three such types of change: vowel loss, metathesis,

and infixatione.
551 Vowel loss

Those bases that end in vowels and are
followed by the disjunctive morphemes that contain either
only one vowel, as in second person, or begin with a vowel
as in first person, are affected by the rule for vowel dele-
tion, rule 3. The examples given below show the result

of the application of that rulee.

{ke'q} ‘eat! + {se...aq} 'lst person plural’
- setke'et+aq (+4rule 3)
~» /seke‘'ag/ ‘we eat®
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{'oge} *sleep’ + {so...aq} '1st person plural’
. —» sot+'ocetaq (+rule 3)

—> /so'ocag/ ‘'we sleep’

The example below illustrates a base'specific rule,

rule 12,

{waleg} ‘go slowly® + {éa...soq} '1st person plural’
f -~ satwalek+soq (+rule 12a)
—s satwalk+soq (+4rule 12b)

—>» /sawalkosoq/ ‘'we go slowly®
5¢52 Metathesis

Those bases that end in /t/ in the second
person plural are subject to several rules, the last of
which results in vowel metathesis, and thus a change in
the base.

For example:

{wet} ‘ache' + {da...i} *2nd person plural'
- qatwet+i (+ rule 6)
—p qa+weg+i (+ rule 10)

—» /qawice/ ‘'you all ache’
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Spet} ‘appear" + {da...i} °2nd person plural®
—_ qa+tpet+i (+rule 6)
qa+peg+i (+rule 10)

—> /aqapice/ ‘you all appear®
5653 Infixation

Those bases that end in /t/ in third person
* plural are subject to infixatione This infixation,' however,
takes place only when the base is followed by a zero allomorph
for aspect (see 7.2).

For example:
{wet} ‘ache" +{'i..1'} '3rd person plural®
| - itwetd' —
/'iwe't/  'they ache®
{lawat} *kill® + {ya...'} *3rd person plural'

yatlawat+' —p
/yalawa't/ ‘'they kill'
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6.0 Pronominal prefixes

The pronominal subject prefixes form the basis for
the division of Toba verbs.into three sub=classes. These
prefixesfare the morphemes that occur in the first position
class of the verb structure (see 5.1)1 Fach prefix class
is inflected for three persons in both singular and
plural. At any one time, however, only one prefix morpheme

from any of the three paradigms may occure.
6.1 Pronominal sub=classes

The division of the pronominal prefixes into three

sub=classes is based initially on the class meaning. There

i are certain verbs in Toba in which the action of reciprocity.
plus the notion of direction inward toward the body or
adcorporeal are clearly indicated. Furthermore, one of the
three prefix sub~classes, Prefix Class I, always occurs
with these verbs. This sub=class clearly contrasts with the
other sub=classes which never mean ‘inward’ as Prefix

Class I regularly does.2

lc 'In addition, there is a complete paradigm of personal
pronouns that are free morphemes and which will be discussed
in 11. 3 °

‘2. What this means, then, is that neither a knowledge
of the phonolozical system, nor the semantics of the verb
. base would help in the selection of the appropriate sub=-
class of prefixes to be utilized. Thus, it would seem that
. only a statement of allomorphic distribution could be the
"result of the analysis. This, however, is not at all the
case.
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This dichotomy can be presented in the following way:

Pronominal Prefix Classes

adcorporea non=adcorporeal

Prefix Class 1 Prefix Class II Prefix Class IIT

As a2 result of this distinction in meaning, it
becomes imperative to view the three sub=classes not only
as formal grammatical markers of subjéct person and number,
which in fact they all indicate, but also as having an
additional semantic function, nameiy to distinguish the
direction of an action toWards or away from the body, or,
to indicate mutuality or reciprocity of an action,

‘The largest number of verbs in Toba select subject
pronoun prefixes from Prefix Class II. These do not
add positive information about direction to the base, but
rather indicate the negative information of non-reciprocity,’
or non-adcorporeality. Prefix Class III co=occurs with
only three bases and the semantic features that distinguish
it from Prefix Class II are presently unanalyzable.

Prefix Class I, then, is that group of prefixes whiéh

indicates a motion inwards, towards oneself, either an

active motion or a motion of attention. All examples
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given here will utilize the Class I first person singular
morpheme {Ha%; and presuppose that for greater morphological
and morphophonemic detail, the appropriate sections will be
referred to. '
For example:
/napilottak/ 'I'm washing (my hands or my
face, but not my feet)’

< nat+pilot+tak

This example contrasts with a different verb base
which means 'wash the feet', an action which according to
the native speaker requires'a motion, if anything, away
from the body. It accordingly takes a different pronominal

prefix {s}, one from Prefix Class II.

/siyoson/ *I wash my feet’®

< sityosoin

This notion of motion towards the body is
reiterated in other verbs which also appear only with

Prefix Class I. Thus,

/hawekgigem haﬁiqaya/ 'he's lifting up my sister
. (but towards himj' she is
prone) '

< natwe k+s igem ha:]'i+i+qaya

The éxample which follows below means that the arm

is around someone's waist or a baby is held against a
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shoulder, that is, the arm is extended outward, and then

curved back in towards the body.

/nisoqtawo/ : *I'm holding'

¢ ni+sog+tatwo

The two examples just cited are those of verb bases which
select énly Prefix Class I. However, there are numerous
verb bases which express the contrast between the sube-
classes as a difference in action inwards towards the
body, as opposed to an gction away from the body. 1In
each case, however, the motion is not straight, but rather
one that is curved inward for Prefix Class I, and outward
for Prefix Class II.

/nikorek/ : 'T pour out (perfume, syrup -

. : inward motion)'

< ni+kore+ek

/sekorek/ ' 'TI pour out, toss out
) © (liquid, like from a
pail, motion away from

the body)*
& se+tkore+ek
/nayamagatak/ ‘I prepare (fix up) myself
_ physically’
< ﬁi-f'yam-*aga-i-tak
/sayamagaﬁi/ 'I arrange or repair (e.ge .

my suitcase)’

{ satyamtagatni

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



95

/nlotani/ 'he's looking down (e.g. at
. his feet « presumably
action of eye is curved
inward)®

¢ ntlottatni

/selota‘a/ *I'm looking at him®

{ se+lo+ta+a’a

There are further semantic extensions from these
| general notions of motion outward, that involve a distinction
which is based on whether the subject of the verb and the
object of the verb are involved in the same action simule
" taneously (Prefix Class I) or whether the action is by the
f subject alone or non-reciprocal (Prefix Class II).

; For example:

/niwagataget sogiragawa/ 'I'm fighting with someone
: and he's fighting with
me’

< ﬁi+waga+ta+get so+§iraq+wa

/sowagataget/ °I'm hitting someone (with
something like a whip,
an outward motion) .

‘¢ sotwagattatget
/héyem naiita'a/ *someone is looking at me and

I'm returning the look'

< hayem nat+halitta+a'a
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/am salita‘a/ *I'm looking at you,' but you're
not looking at me®

¢ am sa+hali+tata'a

Less obvious, but still a part of this semantic series

are the following:l

/hayem hapagana naroqsilaqtak/ *I study Spanish
) (the white man's
tongue) *

{ hayem na+pagatnta natrog+si+lag+tak

/hayem sapaganek naroqgilaqfak/ I teach Spanish®

{ hayem sa+paga+n+ék na+roq+§i+1aq+tak

/nikonata/ " %I'm resting'

2 ¢ ni+koma+tta

/sekoma/ ‘I'm sated, I'm full®

{ setkoma

As is apparent from these examples,' the formal analysis
which follows will contribute greatly to distributional
statements of allomorphy. However, the statement of

, éemantic distribution can only be arrived at through a
knowledge of the bases,' and more importantly, the realiza=

tion that the sub-classes: of prefixes function on two

1. "study" indicates inward notiong "teach" indicates
outward action and is re-enforced by the morpheme fekl 'out-
-wardse "rest" indicates inward notions; "sated" indicates
outward or obvious open action.
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different structural levels.
6.2 Subject pronominal prefixes
Complete paradigms of the thrée sub=classes for

all persons are:

Chart of Pronominal Prefix Morphemes

Class I Class II Class III
1st singe. {ﬁa} ' $s} f}a
2nd sing. fran} : {raw} {‘ar}
3rd sing. fn} {r} fnal
1st plural (;a...q} is.o.q} . {Ea...q}
2nd plural {Qan...i} {gaw.;.i} , {qar...i}
3rd plural  {neee')  freeet {na.e.')

The rest of this chapter will discuss the distributione

al statements of these morphemes.
6.3 Allomorphic distribution of pronominal prefixes

Rules can be formulated which will account for
the allomorphic distribution of the subject‘pronominal
prefixes. These rules are stated in terms of the phonologi=-
cal environment when the allomorphs are phonologically .
conditioned. When they are morphologically conditioned, '

examples of the distribution are provided. Here, as
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elsewhere, constant reference is made to the generalized
rules already stated in the morphophonemics chapter.

The allomorphic statements are also presented separate-
ly for each of the three sub~-classes of prefixes in the
singular number, since they are motivated by the specific

sub=class membership.
6.3.1 Class I - singular prefixes

This sub=class of prefixes is quite regular
in its inflection. In each instance, the same inclusion
or exclusion of vowels exisits, and therefore a knowledge
of one form of the paradigm is sufficient to enable one

to decline the entire paradigme
6e50lel {ﬁa} *I (adcorporeal)'’

The morpheme {553 has three allomorphs

which occur in the following distribution:

na=-: ‘ occurs in the following examples
/napilottak/ 'I am washing (my face,
hands) '

< ﬁ2+pilot+takl

/haweksigem/ 'I am getting up'
£ §§¥wek+§igem

l, The string of forms separated by + indicates the
combination of allomorphs which are the result of the
application of morphophonemic rule 1l.
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/nasipagan/ 'I'm going to lie'
<' :n?,_+§ip+aga+n

/nalita'a/ . 'I'm looking at him®

¢ na+hali+ta+a‘a

ne~: occurs in the following example
/ne‘teptak/ | *I'm hunting®
¢ ne+'ep+tak
EE-: occurs in the following examples
/ﬁisoqtawq/ 'I'm reaching out to someone'
¢ ni+soq+tatwo
/nilowek/ 'I'm going to awaken®
¢ nitlotwek
/hina‘ani/t '*I'm going to lie down'

< ﬁi+na'a+ﬁi
6e3e1e2 $'any *you (adcorporeal)

{}ang has two allomorphs which

occur in the following distribution:

ls One of the main dialectal differences is evident in
the third person singular where the no'olganak dialect
utilized the form hin instead of ni. The result, then, is
for example: -
[hina'ani]
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‘ana-: occurs where the base is /Ceees/
or /Cioo./

/‘anapilottak/ ‘you're washing'

< ‘ana+pilot+tak

/*anaweksigem/ ‘you lift up*

£ 'ana+wek+§igem

/‘anasipaesatak/ 'you are lying'
< ;ana+§ip+aga+tak
tan=: © ocecurs elsewhere

o o

/‘'angalgoqta/ 'you are running®

{ l‘antqalgog+tta

/ ‘ansoqtawo/ 'you are lifting’

{ ‘antsoq+tatwo

/'anlowek/ 'you are waking'

< ‘tant+lotwek

/‘anna‘ani/ 'you are lying down'

¢ ‘antna'atni
6630103 {ng 'he, she,’ it (adcorporeal)®

{n§ has two allomorphs which occur in

the following distribution: .
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Na=? occurs where the base is
-_— /Ceooo'/ or /Ciooo/

/nalita‘a/ 'he is looking at someone,
and that someone is
looking at him'

¢ nat+hali+tata’a (4rule 3)

/naweksigen/ ‘he lifts up'
4 @%vek%igem
/napilottapigi/ ‘he is washing inside (in
a basin)
¢ na+pilot+ta+pet+igi (+rule 3)
/nalittagetto/ *he is playing with two
people, or things'

¢ nat+lit+tatget+to

ne: occurs elsewhere
/nlowek/ ‘he gets up'
¢ ntlotwek
/nsoqtawo/ ‘he lifts someone up'
< ntsoqt+tatwo
/nna‘ani/ ‘he's going to lie down®

¢ nina'a+ni
6+3.2 Class II - singular prefixes

6e3e2e1 {sg L5 (non-adcorporeal)’
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The morpheme {sz has five allomorphs:
S ~ S& ~ S€ ~ SO ~ Si
The allomorphy is primarily phonologically determined by

a rule of vowel harmony which states:

{sg _— /sVl/where the base is /CVjees/ and

Vi= /a/
/e/
/o/
For example:
/sawattaygi/ *I am leaving it open'

< satwat+tat+igi (4rule 3)

i /salawat/ 'TI am going to kill®

{ satlawat+g

/sawalekta/ *I am going slowly'

£ satwalek+ta

/seke'etak/ 'T am eating'

< setke‘ettak

/semehenagan/ 'T am going to stare®

{ setmehensagain

/sekewotapigi/ 'T am going alone’

{ setkewo+tatpe+igi (+ rule 3)
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/so'oceta/ *I'm sleeping'

v
< sot'ocetta

. /so'onagatak/ ‘I'm singing’

¢ sot'ontagattak

There are, however, several exceptions to this rule.

Four of these exceptions occur in the following distribution:

/sekorek/ *I pour out'
¢ setkore+ek - (+ rule 3)
/selota‘'a/ 'I'm looking at him'
{ setlot+tata'a (+ rule 3)
/sekoma/ *I'm full'

¢ setkoma+g

/sowagataget/ 'I'm hitting someone'
¢ sotwagattatget

There are only two instances where the allomorph

si- occurs.
. 8i=: occurs in the following cases

/siyogon/" *I wash'

{ sityogo'n

/si'agatak/ 'I'm calling®

¢ sittagattak
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The final allomorph occurs in the following case:

/staqtak/ 'I'm talking'
£ sttagttak '

6e3e2.2 {'aw} ‘you (non=adcorporeal)

This morpheme has four allomorphs, two

of which are clearly phonologically conditioned.

tawes occurs where the base is
/Ce.../ or /COooo/

/'awke"etak/- ‘you are eating'

< ‘awtke'ettak

/‘awkewotapigi/ ‘you are waslking alone'’

{ ‘aw+kewotta+pe+igi (+ rule 3)

/'aw'oce/ 'you sleep’

< ‘awt'oce+d

/‘aw’'onagan/ ‘you sing'

< lawt'ontagain

'awges occurs where the base is
/Clees

/tawawattigi/  ‘you open'

£ ‘avatwat+t+igi
ava
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/‘awalawat/ 'you are going to kill®

< lawat+lawat+fd

/'awatawek/ . *you shoot®

< ‘'awattatwek
The following are exceptionse

Tawe=: in the following case

/tawtaqtak/ 'you are talking'

< ‘taw+tagttak

. This base is the same one that was an exception to the vowel

: harmony rule in the first person singular.
'aet occurs with

/[tawet/ *‘you ache’

< latwet+d

'aee “'arie: occurs with

/'ayogon/ 'you are going to wash®

{ latyogoin

/‘ariyogotako'/ 'you are washing'

< ‘arityogo+tak+o*
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6e3e243 {f; ‘he, she, it (non-adcorporeal)*

The selection of the five allomorphs
for third person differs from those of fifst and second
since the rules for selection are not at all phonologically
determined. Instead one can only state the distribution

of the allomorphse.
re: occurs with
/rke‘etak/ 'he is eating'
< rtke'et+tak
/r'oce/ - 'he sleeps’
. - ‘ L 4
i | < rt'ocetf

/rtaqtak/ 'he is talking®
< rt+taqt+tak

/rmehenagan/ ‘he stares’
{ r+mehentaga+n

/ralita‘'oga/ ‘he is looking'

< £+haii+ta+'oga (+ rule 2)
P occurs with

/kewotak/ *he's walking slowly!
< g+kewottak |

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



107

/‘agan/ ‘he calls'
< g+°aga+n
/walekta/ - *he is going slowly'
¢ B+walek+ta '
'i=s occurs with
/'iwet/ *he aches"
¢ titwet+d
/¢ itaqagatak/ "he is conversing'l
£ ‘ittagtagattak
ya=2 occurs only in the following two
: -_— examples
/yawattigi/ *he is opening®

< yatwat+t+igi

/yalawat/ *he kills"®
¢ ya+lawat+g

ries occurs with

/riyogotak/ 'he is washing'
¢ ri+yogo-ttak

l. This example is somewhat unusual since it is a
- stem-derived form which can also occur as a root only. When
it occurs only as a root it takes the r-allomorphe.
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6e3s3 Class III - singular prefixes

This sub=-class of prefixes is irregular

throughoutes In both second and third person, for example,

the allomorphy bears a great resemblance to Class I

prefixal allomorphye
6e303.1 {Jay '1°
This morpheme has two allomorphs

which occur in the following distribution:

e . .
ja=: occurs in the following cases

/Jasapatta/ - *I want to go’

< E§+sapat+ta

/Salotalek/ " *I'm reaching'

¢ Jatlo+ta+lek

occurs in the following case

g
(=
]
"

/3ititak/ 'I'm afraid®
¢ Ji+ti+tak
6030392 {'ar§ 'you'

‘ara=: occurs in the following case

/aralotalek/ ‘you are reaching for

& ‘aratlottatlek
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‘arie ~ 'a}i- in the following example

/tarititak/ ‘yvou are afraid't

< ‘ari+ti+tak

/'ajititak/ *vou are afraid’

¢ *ali+oivtak

‘ana-: occurs in the following case

/‘'anasapat/ ‘you want to go'

¢ ‘ana+tsapat+d

643¢303 §nal 'he, she; it'
na=: occurs in these cases
/nalotalek/ *he is reaching for'

é gg+lo+ta+1ek

/nasapat/ "he wants to go'

{ na+sapat+f
Nes occurs in this case

/n*itak/ the is afraid’

{ nttittak

1, This alternate form occurs as often as the other
forme I think it probably arose as a dialectal variation
of the no‘’olganak dialect where the phonetic output of
‘ari is ['aji]y and because it is so §imilar to the whole
range of particles that begin with haj]i,” {hat it has
become used by analogy also by the lanagasik speakerse
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6.4 Pluralization

Before presenting the analysis of non-singular
morphology, it is necessary to provide some generalizations
about pluralization, that is, both the concept and process
of pluralization.

None-singular in Toba specifically means more than two
and between six and ten in number,l However, when more than
ten items need to be indicated, the singular form plus an
adverb is utilized to indicate plurality, multitude,
aggregate and disaggregate numbers (sée sece 10e3)e Thus,
the following sections on pluralization must be understood
to refer to a number between 2 and 10, but most frequently
between 2 and 6.

| Formally, it is also important to note that it is in
the plural that discontinuous prefixal morphemes occur. As
will be seen in section 6.5., the plural forms require
essentially an addition of a pluralizer component in each

person to indicate that the form is non-singular. The ad=-

SER

~or. of the pluralizer can occur as a component after the

l. The only way of actually countingin Toba is to use
the word meaning 'only*® for 'one' or the words meaning 'many'’
'several® or 'many distinct' for quantities of more than one.
This does not mean that the Toba do not know how to count,
but that the distinction is not significante. Thus informants
when asked the meaning of a non-singular form respond 'more
than two but less than six'e. When asked again, the response
may be 'more than two but less than ten; never more than

. ten's Today Spanish is frequently used when precision in
counting is felt -to be important.
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base (which has been discussed already in terms of the
mofphophonemic.rules that are applicable to post=base
position morphemes), or as a component infixed into the
base,' or as a component préfixed to the singular form of

the pronominal prefix.
- 6eltel First person plural

For the first person plural forms, the
knowledge of first person singular morphology enables one
to determine the allomorphy of the first part of the
pronominal prefixe. More complex, however, is the allomorphy
of the second part of the prefix, which occurs after the base.
This allomorphy however is not determined by class membership,
but rather by the phonological shape of the basee. Therefore
the allomorphic statement for the plural first person forms
will be considered in terms of the rules that apply to the
post~base position component and the three prefix classes can

be anélyzed togetherys

{?..;qg 'wg'

XeooQ=3 occurs where the base is
a simple root and has the
shape /oesCV/ (where

v = /a/y/o/ or /i/)

/sataqwek/ 'we shoot'
4 sattatgtwek
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/sekewoqtapigi/ 'we are going alone'

{ setkewotg+tatpetigi (+ rule 3)

/niloqwek/ . 'we get up’
¢ nit+lo+gtwek
/ninoqtak/ ‘'we are washing ourselves'

< ni+hotg+tak

/Jalogtalek/ 'we are reaching®

¢ Jat+lotg+tatlek

XeoeoaQm: occurs where the base ends in
—_— [eoet/ or /veese/

/sawataqtaygi/ 'we are leaving it open®
< satwattagttatigi (+ rule 3)
/sewetaq/ 'we ache'

< setwettagH+s

/salawataq/ ‘we are going to kill®
< satlawattag+d
/napilotaqtapigi/ ‘'we are washing inside
(in a2 basin)®
< natpilot+ag+tatpetigi (+ rule 3)

/nalitaqtagetto/ 'we are playing with two
people,' or things®

¢ nat+littag+tatgettto :
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/Jasapataqgta/ ~ ‘we want to go'
< Jatsa pattag+ta
/seke'agtak/ 'we are eating®

<setke'etagttak  (+ rule 3) (also see 5.5.1)

~
/so'ocaqta/ 'we are sleeping'

<so+’ oE:'e-laq+ta

XeosS0Qm=2 occurs where the base ends in
[esek/ or /ediq/ (also see
505e2)

/stagqsoqtak/ " 'we are talking'

{ s+tagtsogittak

/sawalkosoqta/ '‘we are going slowly’
¢ satwalek+sogtta (+ rule 12)
/nisogqsogtawo/ ‘we are 1lifting someone
up'
< ni+soq+sog+tatwo

Xo'eonaqes occurs where the base is formed
by the root + stem formative 1

/semehenaganaq/ . 'we are going to stare

<{ setmehentaga+naq

/sita@anaqtak/ 'we are calling'
{ sit+'agatnag+tak

1. Also occurs where base is simple and ends in /eeega/s
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/so'onaganaqtak/ 'we are singing®

{ sot+'ontagatnag+tak

/Hasipaganagtak/ 'we are lieing®

£ 'is_..+§ip-i-aga+nag +tak

6.4.2 Second person plural

The allomorphic statements for second
person plural are more complex than for first person plural,
begause there are three componenfs for each of the second

. person plural morphemese. The first component is identical
' in all three sub-classes;' that is,' the phoneme /a/ precedes
the form that was used for second person singulare The
singular morphéme is the second component. The third
component,’ like the final component of first person plural
follows the rules for post-base position morphemes.

| There are then two procedures that have to be analyzed
for sécond ﬁerson plurals The first has to deal with the
prefixing of /q/; and the second with the post-base

distribution of the second person plural componente
644241 First component

The first procedurey the prefixing of

/a/s can be handled by the following rule:

Delete /'/ when,’ in second person plural, the
/a/ precedes ite

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



115

For example:

'‘awtagtak ——7 gawtagaytak

fyou are talking' - 'you all are talking'

?aﬁbilottak —_— gaﬁbilogitak

'you are washing' 'youAall are washing!

6el4e242 Third component Xeeel

The generalized rules governing the
third component have already been noted in the chapter on
| morphophonemics and will be presented here briefly to
indicate, within the specific context of verb morphology,

* how they operate,

Xesol occurs when the base ends in a vowel
(also see rule 3)

/qawalita'oga/ ‘you all are looking'
& gaw+haii+_i_+ta+'oga (see rule 2 and 3)

/qawke *itak/ tyou all are eating'
< gaw+tke 'etit+tak (+ rule 3)
) QU] occurs when third component Xseei

is added to base ending in /t
(see rule 6)

/aqanapilocitapigi/ 'you all are washing
: inside (in a basin)

{ gana+pilot+i+tatpe+igi (+4rule3 and 6)
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/aanalicitagetto/ ‘you all are playing
, . with two people
or things'

gzna+lit+i+ta+get+to

/qanasapaci/ ‘you all want to
. go'!
< ganatsapat+i+f
XeooVy=2 occurs when the base ending in
—— /a/ is followed by /i/(see
rule 8)
/aawtaqaytak/ 'you all are
: : talking'
¢ qaw+taq+i+ttak
/aangalgoqoyta/ ’ 'you all are
running’
£ gant+qalgogq+i+ta
/qansoqoytawo/ 'yvou all are
: lifting'

£gantsoqtittatwo

and also occurs when root ends
in a vowel (see rule 3)

/qawkewoytapigi/ ‘ 'you all are going
alone'

¢ Qaw+kewo+it+tatpe+igi  (+rule 3)

/qawataywek/ 'you all shoot!
£ qawa-ttatitwek
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/qanloytalek/ ‘you all are reaching
for'

£ gan+lo+i+tatlek
/qaraloyta'é/ *you all are looking
) at him'

< garatlotit+tata'a (+ rule 3)

XeeeNies - occurs vhen the base ends in
/o'o .aga/
/qaw'onaganitak/ 'you all are singing'

& gaw+'on+agatnittak

/qanasipasanitak/ '‘you all are lying'
{ qar1a+31p-laa=a+n1+ ak
/qawaganitagetto/>  ‘'you all are hitting
: two things or two
. people’
< gatwagat+nittatgett+to

6elte3 Third person plural

The third person plural morphemes, like the
first person plural morphemes, consist of two parts. The

first part is the same as the third pefson_singular and

1. This same situation occurs in those forms that have
the punctual aspect marker {n}., For example:

/qanna ‘ani/ 'you all are going to lie
down'

< gantna'a+tnti (see rule 4 and sece. 7%2.2)
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occurs before the bases Therefore, the same allomorphic
statements apply to the plural as to the singular. The
second component, however! either follows the base, or is
infixed into the base. My concern he? then, will be -
with the allomorphic statements of the second component.
First +the analysis will be concerned with those forms where
the base is followed solely by the aspectual suffixes.

When non-aspectual suffixes are also added to the #erb,

the process of third person pluralization is more complex.
This complexity, however, is}not related entirely to the
third person pluralization, but rather to suffix formation.
Thus, the second part of the analysis will illustrate those

morphophonemic changes in pluralization brought about by suffix

formation. )
Xsaetalape occurs when the progressive

aspect follows the base

/rke'etatape/ *they are eating’

r+ke'e+ta'ape

/riyosgota'ape/ tthey are washing'

rityogotta'ape

/nasipagata‘ape/ ‘they are lieing'

g§+§ip+aga+ta'ape

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



119

/nalitta'ape/ *they are playing'
< na+lit+ta‘'ape

/nnota'ape/ - *they are washing them=
selves'

< nino+ta‘ape
Xeoo'Net occurs when the base is

followed by the morpheme for
punctual aspect

/rke'e'n/ *they eat!

< rtke'et!n

/riyoso'n/ 'they wash'
{ rit+yogo+'n
": /r'onaga'n/ *they sing'

{rt'ontaga+tin

/nasipaga‘n/ ‘they lie!
<'g@+§ip-iaga+_!_r_1
Xeoe'Ce=s occurs when punctual action is

unmarked and the base final
form is /eesC/ (Sce 5¢563)

/iwe't/ *they ache!
{ itwett]
/yalawa't/ *they kill®

{ yatlawat+'
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Xeos! occurs elsewhere when punctual
action is unmarked

/rtoce'/ 'they sleep'

e
< r+todet!

Xesor occurs with the following

— suffixes as an infix where
the progressive aspect has
the allomorph ta, or precedes
other non-aspectual morphemes
where the punctual action is

unmarked
{ieﬁ% 'éver'
/nalotralek/ 'they are reaching over'
¢ natlottadr+lek
) {wegg ;outward'
/ratarek/ ' 'they shoot outward'

¢ rattat@irtek

/nlorek/ 'they wake themselves'

¢ ntlo+f+rtek
{wd&_ 'inward'®

/nsoqtrawo/ '‘they are reaching inwards'

4 ﬁ+soq+ta-ﬁr_+wo

/ketrawo/ 'they are going inside'

< Z+ke+tatrtwo
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{pe& " 'circular position!
/napilottrapigi/ *they are washing
inside®
( natpilot+tatrtptigi
/ralitrapega/ 'they are looking
for some reason'

<'g+haii+ta+r+pe+ega (+ rule 2 and3)

{gigeﬁS‘upwards'
/nso’orsigem/ *they arise’
<g+éo'o+¢+g+§igem
/nnirsigem/ : *they lift up'

Zntnitfir+sigen

{'ogé& 'across space'
/baiitra'oga/ 'they are looking
outwards’

¢ r+hali+ta+r+'oga
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6.5 Pronominal prefix components

On the basis of the data presented in the
preceding sections and utilizing the rules to account
for this data, it is now possible to isolate the components

of the prefixes and assign particular meanings to them,
6.5.1 Singular components

For the first person, the choice is large.
Either the phonemes /s/, /n/ or /3/ must occur; vowel
. addition alsc occurs in some casese
For the second person, the phonemes common to all
three sub-classes are /'a/. There are differences,
however, which reflect sube-class membership. These
.differences_are therefore markers for that membershipe.
For the third person, the choice is again large,
théugh distinct from the first persone Furthermore, since
- the choice is different for each sub-class, no common

element;éan be extractede.
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Chart of Singular Components

1st person 2nd person 3rd person
Class I s(V) : ta(w(V)) r(V)ay~'~g
Class II n(v) tan(a) n(a)
Class III E(V) ‘an~'ar ‘na

6.5.2 Nonesingular components

The common element to all three sub-
classes in the first person plural is the phoneme /q/
(see.6.4.l). The presence of the first component /q/
and the third component /i/ is common to all three sub-
classes in second person plural (see 6.4.2). The third
‘person plural idea is clearly demonstrated by the glottal
stop (see 6.4.3)4

6¢5+3 Demonstration of co=occurrence features

First person

/\

siTg. . non=sing.
s
n q
J -
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Second person

sing. noén=singe.
w
n q.o'oi
r

Thip person

na

6.6 Paradigms

The following three paradigms are examples of
each subeclass of pronominal prefixes ;n Tobae These
paradigms will illustrate the rules of selection for each

of the sub=classes.,.
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Prefix Base Suffixal Phonemic. Gloss
morpheme morpheme morpheme word
Class I
na Tit tak ﬁaiittak 'I am playing'
‘an Iit tak ‘analittak 'you are
. playing’
n - Iit tak nalittak  ‘he,' she, it
is playing'
N eeeq Iit tak nalitaqtak ‘'we are
playing’
QaNeesi Tit tak qanalicitak ‘you all are
: playing'’
Neso! Tit tak nalitta'ape 'they are
: playing'’
i
!
Class 11 l.
s 'onaga tak so'onasatak 'I am singing'
‘aw. 'onaga tak ‘aw'onagatak 'you are
' singing’
r : 'onaga tak r'onagatak 'he, she is
singing"
Seeeq ‘onaga tak so'onagatak ‘'we are
: singing'
gaWeeol ‘onaga tak qaw'onagaﬁitak ‘you all
' are singing
Teoo! 'onaga tak r'onagata'ape 'they are
singing'
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Prefix Rase Suffixal Phonemic Gloss
morpheme morpheme morpheme word
Class III
Ea lo tak+lek Ealotalek 'I am reach=
) |- ing over'
‘ar lo | tak+lek ‘aralotalek ‘you are
i . reaching over'
na lo taktlek nalotalek 'he, she,
, it is reach-
ing over'
Ea...q lo tak+lek galoqtalek 'we are
: : reaching over'
garecel lo tak+lek garaloytalek 'you all are
: reaching over!'
Naese' lo tak+lek nalotralekl '*they are
reaching over'

1.

See suffixal morphemes section 7.5
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7.6 Verbal suffixes

The verbal suffixes form the third and last morpho-
logical class of the verb. These suffixes are the morphemes
that occur in the final four position classes (see 5¢1) e
All these suffixes are bound morphemes, and the occurrence
of at least one suffixal morpheme from the first position

class is obligatory.l
7.1 Suffix formation

The verbal suffixes in Toba consist of two
types: aspectual and non-aspectual (see chart below).
The asvectual suffixes are those that indicate either
i progressive action or punctual action. They form position
class I. The non-aspectual suffixes consist of three
position classes.

Position class II includes suffixes of position, which
indicate the location in space of the subject of the verbd,
or of the action itself; the position of the subject of
the verb while involved in the action; or the fact that the

‘location of the object of the verb is unknown, or that

ke, she, or it are absent.

1., Moreover, the suffix is an integral part of the
verb as a word, for the final suffix carries the stress
on the ultimate syllable {(see 3.2.1). This means, then,
.that the final suffix acts as the phonplogical determinant
for the verb,
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Chart of Position Classes of Verbal Suffixes

I

Aspect

II

Position

Iv

Number

ﬁa@%
fn

S progres=
sive'

‘punctual’

ford} run-

changing'
fee}

cir-
cular'

{o'} " 'knees
bent!

ITI
Directiona
A
dek} ‘out’
( it
iwq} in
gﬁi ‘down'
L 4
{%igemg 'up'
@ekg ‘over'
?oga} 'across
space®
%etB *toward
speaker"'

%}'single'l

Emotion= B
Repetition- C

gayke} 'Dgside-
rative'
%ga} :Inten-
tive!
' {igig 'Repeti=-
tive'
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The third position class contains three types of
suffixess The first type signals fhe direction of the
action that is being perpetrated by the subject of the
verb, or the movement towards the subject on the part of
the object of the verb., The second type includes those
morphemmes that are called emotional suffixes pecause they
describe something about the state of mind of the subject
of the verbe These suffixes specify either a desire for
samething, a desiderative; or an intentive, which indicates
a certain intention on the part of the subject. The third
type or suffix is a repetitive or intensifier which indicates
that the action is repititious, or the state more intense.

The final class of suffixes (Class IV) are those that
indicate the number of the object of the verb. Within
this class of suffixes there are morphemes for expressing
single," dual, or plural number. .

There is a strict order to the suffixes and there are

" specific restraints on their possible combinations. ' At
no time are more than three position classes represented;
one of which must be an aspectual suffixe Thus the
possible combinations of position classes would be as

Tollows:
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I+ II

I + III

I+ 1IV
I+ II + III
I+ II+1IV
I+ IIT + 1V

By far the most common suffix is thé progressive
aspect which occurs most frequently as the only verbal
suffix. The semantic load of the other suffixes is
frequently carried by other word élasses within the
sentence., Moreover; when the non=aspectual suffixes
occur, they are generally employed redundantly fbr greater

clarity or for emphasis.
7.2 Suffixes of Aspect = Position Class 1

There are two aspects expressed in Toba: the
progressive and the punctual. The progressive aspect is
defined in terms of ongoing action,' that is, acfion that
is in progress, or was in progress,’ or that is expected .to
be in progress. The punctual, on the other hand, is

defined in terms of action that takes place once and is
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completed or an action that is about to take place, but
again only once, and then is expected to be terminated.
As must ﬂe clear from these definitions of aspect,
tense is not overtly marked within thése suffixes of
aspect, nor in any other part of the verb,  Dbut it can
be expressed either by adverbs of time, or by particles which
are affixed to either nouns or pronouns (see section 2.5
and 1l.l). In those cases, however, where neither an
adverb nor a particle occurs the informant will gloss
each verb in the present tense. For this reason, all
glosses that follow vefbs in this section on suffixes

will be given in the present tense.
7.2.1 Progressive aspect {ﬁak} ‘verb + ing'

The morphemé {pakl indicates progressive
aspect and can best be translated as 'be Xing'. It
has five allomorphs which are determined by both morpho-

logical and phonological criteria.

~tak occurs verb final, except for
- third person plural, or when
followed by {o'] from
position class II
/so'onagatak/ 'I am singing®

{ sot'ontagat+tak
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/'ayosotak/ *you are washing'

{ ‘atyosottak

/sitagatak/ *'I am calling’

{ sit+'agattak

/hasipagatak/ ‘I am lieing'

Z ﬁa+§ip+aga+tak

/staqtak/ 'T am talking'

¢ s+taq+tak

/staqtako®/ 'Y am talking (with
my knees bent)'

-ta'ape: oceurs word final, in third
R person plural (see 6.4,3)

/ro'onagata'ape/ 'they are singing'

£ rot+tontaga+ta 'ape

/rtaqtatape/  'they are talking'
{ rttagtta‘ape

/riyosota‘ape/ 'they are washing'

£ ri+yogo+ta'avpe

/ritagata‘ape/ ‘'they are calling'

& rit'aga+ta’ape
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 /nadipagata’ape/ ‘'they are lying'l

(na+§ip+aga+ta'ape

-tas . occurs following bases that
have no overt marking for
punctual aspect, and
preceding non-aspectual
suffixes that have the

shape /Cees/ (2also see 7¢2.2)

/so'oceta/ 'I am sleeping’

T L 4
& sot'ocetta

/sawalekta/ 'I am walking slowly"

{satwalek+ta

le The complete paradigm below illustrates the
aspectual suffix when it is word final, in all persons and

numbers., '
/hasipagetak/ ‘I am lying'
/‘anasipasatak/ - 'you are lying'
/nasipasatak/ ‘he, she is 1lying'
/hasipaganaqgtak/ 'we are lying'
/qanasSipaganitak/ ‘yvou all are lying"
/nasipagata‘ape/ *they are lying'

2e There is another form with the same phonemic shape,
but having a different underlying structure. This second
/ta/ is derived from a combination of two morphemes
{ta and {a} , and indicates that the verb is in the
progressive and has a single object (see 7.7). For example:

/staqta/ 'Iop talking to one person'
st+tagttata (+ rule 3)
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/hagalgeata/ *I am running'
<ﬁa+qalgoqf§a
/‘'inakta/ ‘he is biting'

{ 'it+tnak+ta
/staqtapigi/ 'I'm talking and talking
in a circle®
¢ sttagttat+pe+tigi (+rule 3)
/staqtapega/ 'I'm talking to a
specific person in
a known location’
{ st+taqttatpetega (+ rule 3)

/staqtaget/ *I'm talking- to someomne
. - who is walking towards
me'

& s+taqttatget

/staqtasigem/ ‘I'm talking to someone
: who is higher than me'

<S+taq+3§+§igem

/staqta'aygi/ 'I'm talking and talking
and not moving'

£ s+tag+t+ata+igl (+ rule 3)

/staqta‘’alo/ 'I'm talking to several
people and not moving
while I'm talking'

{s+tag+tatatatlo
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-te's occurs following bases that
-_— have no overt marking for
punctual aspect in third
person plural (also see
7e242)
/ro‘ocete'/ *they are sleeping’

v
Zrot+'ocette!

/naqalgoqte'/ 'they are running®
< natgalgog+te’

Jialekte'/ *they are going slowly'
< B+walek+te!
-t occurs when the non-aspectual
—_— . suffix is /Vees/ and/or
when the punctual aspect is
not marked by zero.
/staqtigi/ 'I'm talking and talking'

{ st+taq+t+igi

/staqtega/ 'I'm talking to a specific
person, or for a specific
reason' :

< st+tagtitega

1. The complete raradigm below indicates the two
allomorphs. :

/sawalekta/ *I am going slowly"

/‘awawalekta/ ‘you are going slowly'
/walekta/ 'he, she, it is going

slowly’ .
/sawalgosoqta/ . 'they are going slowly'
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/si'asata/ *I'm calling one person'

{sit'agattta

These various non-aspectual suffixes referred to in
the examples above will be dealt with in greater detail

in section 7.3
7¢2.2 Punctual aspect {n} *is going to X'

The morpheme {n} which indicates
punctual aspect can best be glossed as ' X ' or 'is going
to X'e¢ It has three allomorphs which are determined by

both morphological and phonological criteria.

-ns occurs verb final, or when
- followed by /Vooo/
/so'onégan/ *I sing*

< so+'ontagain

/siyogon/ ‘I'm going to wash'

{ sityogotn

/semehenagan/ 'I stare’®

{ setmehentagain

/qawawalki'ita/ ‘you are going slowly'

/walekte'/ *they are going slowl&'
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/Masipasan/ 'I lie®

.
(hat+siptagain

/semehenagana/ - 'I am going to look at

someone'
<setmehentagainta
/sitaganega/  'I call that one in
particular’
<{sit'againtega
-nas . occurs when followed by

I /Ccoo

/‘aw'aganapigi/ 'call him®

<{‘'awt'agatnat+petigi (+ rule 3)

/sawanalek/ 'I look on top of'

< satwatna+lek

-@s occurs in these cases (the
— allomorph ta is used
in the progressive aspect,
see 7.2.1)
/salawat/ °T kill®

< satlawat+g

/so*oce/ 'I sleep"

. v
< sot+tocetd
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/soviet/ *I ache, hurt'
¢ sotwet+gd
/haqalgoq/ *T run'
{ natqalgoq+g
/nalit/ 'I play’
- ¢ natlitg

Because of the inherent meaning of punctual, not all
suffixes combine with this aspect. As a result, for example,
the repetitive morpheme {igi} never occurs with punctual
aspects Therefore, there are far fewer morphological
combinations involving punctuval aspect than progressive

aspecte
7¢3 Suffixes of position - Position Class II

The positional suffixes (Class II) consist of
three morphemes, which are in complementary distribution.
They always occur immediately after the suffixes of aspecty
and may be followed by suffixes from Class III or IV. As
alréady noted, morphemes from this class occur optionally
since non-occurrence indicates that either the semantic
notion of position is already indicated in the internal
semantics of the verb base, or that the notion will be
more specifically expressed in another morphological form,

or else that position is not of ‘any significance in the
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particular contexte.
The three morphemes that occur with the class of

positional suffixes are the following:

{a'a% absence of movement on the part of the
subject, position of subject unchanged

during the action

{pe} subject moves about in a circle during
action
{b'} subject during action changes position

to knees from sitting or standing

position

7.3+l Unchanging position {a'al

The morpheme {a'ég indicates the absence
of any explicit physical motion on the part of the subject,

while engaged in another action or state. It has only one

allomorph.
-3 't
/sela‘a/ ‘I see someone (I am
standing still)*
Zsetlatf+a'a (+ rule 3)
/rtaqta‘ta/ 'he's talking to someone

(he doesn't change
position while doing
so)
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L rt+tagt+t+a’a

This suffix is also very frequently combined with
suffixes of direction (class III), or suffixes of
number (class IV). For example:

/sela‘aget/ . 'I am going to look at
someone or something
that is going to move
towards me (I'm not
going to move)

& setlata'at+get (+ rule 3)

/nalita‘ato/ *I am staring at the

two of them'

¢ na+hali+ta+a'a+to (+ rule 2 and 3)
7e2¢2 Circular position {pé}

The morpheme {pe} indicates that the ac=
tion of the subject is ongoing in a circular motion, or
that the action is going on within the confines of a real
or imaginary circle or semi~circle., This morpheme has
two allomorphs which are phonologically éonditioned.‘

~pee=s occurs before suffixes beginning
—_— with /eeoe/ (see rule 3)

/siyogotapega/ 'I'm going to find a
round place to wash
in'

{ sityogo+tatpetéga
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/staqayapega/ ‘I talk in an enclosed
" area with that
particular person'
¢ s+taqtayatpetega (4 rule 3)

-D=3 occurs elsewhere

——

/si‘agatapigi/ 'I'm calling and calling
someone, while going in
circles!

<sit+'aga+tta+ptigi

/nagalgogtapigi/ 'I'm running and running

inside my hoTse ( or
. in a circle)
< na+qalgog+ta+p+igi
/ﬁagipagatapigi/ 'I'm really fibbing (lit.

I'm going arocund
lying'

7¢3+3 Position of knees bent {o‘}

This suffix of position is rarely
utilized. When it does occur, however, it is only with
the progressive aspect and then is always that last
morpheme in the word. It thug is the morpheme that
receives the stresse. Because it éo-occurs with the allomorph
tak it also occurs with the third person plural allomorph

ta'ape. {o'} has only one allomorph,

l. The shape of an aboriginal house was round.
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-0's occurs in verb final position
-_— following progressive aspect
/ne‘eptako'/ *I am moving forward on

my knees hunting'
< net'epttak+o"
/ne‘'epta‘apo'/ ‘'they are crawling forward
on their knees hunting'

& net'epttatapeto’ (+ rule 3)

{o°§ also implies a notion of futurity, that is,
one is moving forward into the future. It frequently
co=occurs with the time adverd indicating future. For
example:
/siyogotako*' qome/ 'I'm.going (to bend
: my knees) and wash
later one. 1've
decided to wash up
later’

< sityogo+tak+o' qome

It also implies, especially 'in the second person, a
reaction on the part of the speaker (not the subject),

that the speaker is surprised by the action of the subject.

For example:

/'ayogotako'/  ‘you are washing (and boy
am I surprised:)’

£ 'a+yogo+tak+to!
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7.4 Suffixes of direction - Position Class III A

The suffixes in this class consist of seven mor-

prhemes which refer either "to the direction of an action
on the part of the subject or to a movement in a direcfion
towards the subject.l These suffixes may be preceded by
an aspectual suffix (Class I) and a positionai suffix
(Clzss 1I)., Therefore, when an aspectual, ppsitional. and
directional suffix occur; the suffix of direction is word
final.

The directional morphemes that occur in positidn class

IIT are the following:

iwek} '‘inside to outside’
{wo} ‘outside to inside
{ﬁi ‘up to down'

'l

{S1gen% ‘down to up’

ilek} ‘on top of, over'
{foga} " 'outside’

{get} 'to, towards'

" le ‘There are three other non=directional morphemes
inéthis position class which will be discussed in 7.5 and
760 v
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7ol {wek% 'inside to outside'

The morpheme {wekz refers to a motion involving
direction from within to without on the part of the subject.

{wek} has two allomorphs which are phonologically conditioned.

-gk=? occurs where pregceded by
/o 3 oC/
/sayetek/ 'I go outside"
{satyettek
/pa‘arek/ 'they are outside'
{pa'atrtek
~Weke=2 occurs elsewhere
/pa‘avek/ ‘he is outside'

{ pa'atwek

/senoganagawek/ 'let's get out of here'
¢ sedno+aga+nagtwek (+ rule 3 and ?)
/'anasiwek/ *(you) card (i.e. the
. cotton) s’

.
 'anatsitwek
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7okt o2 {wo} '‘outside to inside

The suffix [wé} indicates direction inwards,
that is, towards one's house, or one's space, or an
area that is encloseds. This suffix and all the other

directional suffixes have only one allomorph.

~WO=2
/sigawo/ 'I'm going to go home
. {inside)*

<§i+k+1v_g' (¥ rule 7)

/Siktawo/ 'I go home (inside)'
£ Si+k+tatwo

i

/ 'ansogawo/ 'you 1ift up to get inside’

{'antsog+wo (+ rule 7)
7.4.3 {;il ‘up to down'®

The morpheme {ﬁi} indicates a general
direction of downwards in those verbs that are not customa-
~rily thought of as indicating action in that direction.
It also ‘occurs as an obligatory morpheme in verbs that have
an inhérent meaning of downwards motion. That is, these

bases never occur without thegﬁii suffix (see examples

two and three).
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“Ni=:

/wetani/ ‘he is prone (lit. he is
located in a downwards
position)

© & piwetatgHni

/nina‘ani/ *I'm going to lie down'

< ni+na'a+@ni

/nigotani/ 'it is setting (i.e. the

. sun going down)

<fni+higo+ta+ﬁi (+ rule 3 and 2)
7lb bt {gigeﬁz ‘down to up'

The suffix {Eigeﬁ% indicates the notion of
direction upwards. As with.{ﬁég it is used most frequently
with bases that have an inherent méaning of upwards direction.

'D
-sigem=:

/hiso'onaqsigem/ ‘we 1ift ourselves up a
: bit (e.g. from a seat)'

¢ hi+so'otnag+sigem
/haweksigem/ 'I pick up’
¢ Patwek+g+Sigem

/natasigem/ ‘he is (flying, e.Z. a bird)
: upwards (lit. he is in
the direction of upwards)'

< na+tafﬁ+§igem
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/sit agatas1gem/ 'I'm calling upwards
eeZe from a well,
or up to someone in
a tree)

£l . ' a
{si+'agat+tatsigem

7445 {lek3 ‘on top of, over'’

The suffix {lek% indicates direction over

something, or on top of something or someone. For examples

=leke:
/sekorelek/ *"I'm pouring water
. (over someone or
something)*
< set+kore+@d+lek
/so'otalek/ 'I'm riding (e.ge 2
horse) (1lit. I'm going
on top of)'

<so+'o+ta+l ek

/‘awawanalek/  'you look for something
on top'

{ 'awatwa+na+lek

7446 {'ogéz *direction across space’

This suffix is unique within the corpus because
it does not indicate a specific performative action as do
the other direction suffixes. It indicates rather a visual

motion across spiace. For example:
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 /salita'oga/ ‘I am looking (outside,
i.es across space)

(sa+hali+ta+'oga (+ rule 2 and 3)
/'alota;oga/ ‘you are looking occasion-
ally (outs1de, Oor across

space)’

{ tatlottat'oga

7olta? {getz *direction towards the speaker'

The suffix {get} is placed in this category
of directional suffixes although it does not 1nd1cate the
direction of the action of the subaect,'as do the other
suffixeses It does, however, indicate that the object of the
verb is approaching the speaker. The subject of the verd
simultaneously is performing another action, an action which

the base specifies. For example:-
=gete:

/salitaget/ *I'm looking at someone
moving towards me, and
I might or might not be
moving'

4 sa+ha11+ta+ t (+ rule 2 and 3)
/selotataget/ ‘'I'm looking at someone
(I'm standing still)
and that someone is
coming towards me)

< se+1o+ta+a atget (+ rule 3)
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Furthermore, since the action that is involved in the
form {get} implies an action of rediprocity in terms of
motion towards the subject, it occurs most often with the
object pronoun which specifies dual number. For examples

/‘awtaqtagetto/ 'you are talking to those
two who are approaching
you'

< ‘awttaqttatget+to

/salitagetto/ ‘'I'm looking at those
two who are approaching
me*

<sa+haii+ta+get+to

/sekinaqtagetto/ ‘'we pass those two on

the road and greet
them'

¢se+kitnaq+tat+get+to

7¢5 Suffixes of emotion = Position Class III B

There are two mofphemes to express emotion:

a desiderative and an intentive. They sometimes occur
immediately after the aspectual suffixes, sometimes follow
positional suffixes, and may be followed by the suffixes of
number. They occur infrequently since these same emotional
distinctions are expressed within the syntax by the use of
differing adverbs.

The suffixes of emotion that occur in Position

Class III B are the following:
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{aykez ‘desiderative’
i%gag *intentive®
7¢5.1 '{gyke} 'desiderative’

This suffix indicates both the absence

of the object,y and the desire on the part of the subject
of the verb for that object. It has only one allomorph.

-ayke:

/selotayke/ *I'm looking for something
(I want it and it 's
not here)'’

¢ setlottatayke (4 rule 3)
/' ivatayke/ 'he is waiting for someone
' ( 'wants that person or
thing to arrive)'

¢ titwa+tatayke (+ rule 3)

/sitagatayke/ 'I am callin% someone who's
: ’ not here (and I want
him to come) '

< sit+'agattatayke (+ rule 3)

/si'aganayke/ 'I call someone who's not
here (so that he'll
come) '

( sittagaintayke
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{éga} *intentive’

The intentive morpheme indicates that the
subject of the verb is either doing something with a
specific purpose in mind, or for a specific individual or
individuals. This suffix {egé} when immediately preceded
by either the vprogressive aspect or the punctual aspect
indicates a factor of specificity, or indubitability. The
gloss usually given with these forms is "there's not

2 doubt that ses"s™ {ega} also has only one allomorph.

—egae

/sitagatega/ 'I'm calling that one
in particular’

£ sit+'agatttega

si'aganega/ *T call that one'

< sit+'agatniega

1. This suffix contrasts in meaning with the object
pronominal suffix {a} which indicates only the singular
number of the object. If, the emphasis in a sentence is
on the fact that the object of the action is just one.

. specific person, as opposed to either many people, two
people, or no people; or that a specific person whose name
or attributes will be dealt with elsewhere are being dis-
cussed; then the form f{ega} co-occurse. The sentences taken
from the corpus indicate that the form {egal never occurs in
sentences where there is no explicit morpheme for the object
of the verb. Thus, the morpheme {ega} also serves as a
redundant signal to the hearer that there will be an explicit

- word to follow which will indicate what the object of the

-action refers to.
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/staqtega/ *I'm talking about
that one'

 sttaq+ttega

/si’aganegalo/ 'I call those guys'
< sit'agatntegatlo
/salitegalo/ 'I'm looking at them
for a reason'

{ sa+hali+t+ega+lo (+ rule 2 and 3)

When {?ga} Co=0CCurs withigpex it indicates the
specificity of the action within a spatial boundary.
Thus, using the same bases as above, the following results:
/so'onagatapega/ 'I'm going there to
sing’
& sot+'ontagattatpetega (+ rule 3)
/siyogotapega/ ‘'I'm going to find a place
to wash in'
{sityogot+ta+tpetega
/sitasatapega/ 'I'm calling to someone
so that they'll come
here!'

{ sit+*aga+tatpetega (+ rule 3)

7.6 Suffix of repetition - Position Class III C

The suffix {igi' indicates a repetition of the

action or by extension an intensification of the action.
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1

When it occurs with the progressive aspect this suffix
indicates repetition.s When it occurs with the punctual
aspect, the suffix means an intensification of whatever

action the base specifies. For example:.

=igi=:

m—

/sawastigilo/ ‘I see them well!

{satwast+igi+lo

/yapo'igi/ . ‘'he closed completely’
< ya+po'+@+igi
/so‘ocetaygi/ 'I'm sleeping and
: : sleeping %sleeping
soundly) '

v - o
{ sot'ocet+tatigi

/yawiktaygi/  'it's burning and
burning (burning
completely)

{yatwik+ta+tigi

This suffix also occurs in the combination of
. aspectual suffixes followed by the Class II suffix of'
position {pég . For example:
/'anaceltaplgx/ you are bathing in a
tub (basin)'

< 'ana+gel+ta+pe+igi (+ rule 3)
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/sawalektapigi/ 'I'm looking for an
animal, going around
slowly to see if I can
find it*

{satwvalek+tatpe+igi (+ rule 3)

/sitalatapigi/ 'I'm hurrying looking for
something going around
in circles'

{ sit+'ala+tta+tpe+igi (+ rule 3)

/napigoqtapigi/ *I'm chewing (moving my
mouth around) something
chewy (like a caramel)'

¢ natpigoq+tatpe+igi (+ rule 3)

/sitaganapigi/ 'I'call him loudly (he's

nearby, within a _,
specific boundary)

¢ sit+'aga+tnatpe+igi (+ rule 3)

7.7 Object pronouns = Position Class IV

This final position class of suffixal morphemes
indicates the number of the object pronoun. They specify
three numbers: singular, duval and plural.l They are
frequently utilized and may occur after any of the position
claéses. The three morphemes each have only one allomorph.

The mor?hemes that indicate objecf number are the

following:

l. Subject pronominal number is indicated only in
the singular and plural.

)
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{ag *singular"’
{tog  vdual’
{103 ' '*plural’

7¢7.1 Singular object {53 *him, her, it,
one'

The morpheme {a}indicates the singular

object pronoune.

-a occurs inthe following
- distribution
/sitagana/ 'I call one person'
< sit+'agatnia
/sitagata/ *I am calling one
person'

¢ sit'agattata (+ rule 3)

/staqa/ °T talk to one'
< st+taqtfta
/naloqta‘a/ ‘we are looking at

each other (you and
me) and we're
stationary’

£ natlo+g+tatatata (+ rule 3)
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772 Dual object {to} *two'

" The morpheme {to} refers to two individuals
as well as t¢ a couple. It has a reciprocal meaning as
well, when used with verbs that have the pronominal

prefix Class I forms. For example:

-to¢ occurs in the following cases

/nalita‘ato/ 'I'm looking at those
) two and they are looking
back at me (I'm not

moving) '
¢ na+hali+ta+a'a+to (+ rule 3 and 2)
/ﬁaiittagetto/ “I'm playing with those
two who are coming
near me and they're
playing with me'
¢ na+lit+ta+tget+to
/nikinaqtagetto/ ‘we're greeting those
two people whom we
pass, and they greet
us back’

¢ ni+ki+naq+tatget+to

but

/sekinaqtagetto/ ‘we're greeting those
two people whom we
pass'

£ setkitnaq+tatget+to
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7¢7:3 Plural object {163 *them, those'

The morpheme {id} indicates an object number

greater than two. For example:

~lo¢ occurs in the following cases

g

/si‘agatalo/ *I'm calling them'
¢ sit'aga+ta+tlo
/sawastegalo/ 'I am seeing those
people in particular’
¢ satwa:t+ttegatlo
/tinakta'alo/ ‘he's (standing still)
: and biting them (e.ge
his nails)®
{'itnak+tata'atlo
/so‘onagataygilo/ I'm going to sing
and sing (keep on

singing to them)'

& so+'ontagattatigi+lo
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8.0 Nominal system

The nominal system consists of nouns and personal and
demonstrative pronouns. These are defined as a single
system because they all co-occur with the same six particles,
which impart information about position, direction and .
motion, concepts of great concern to the Toba speakere.
Furthermore, any one of these forms can satisfy the
syntactic requirements of a noun phrase marker. Thus,

the nominal system can be charted in the following way:
CHART OF NOMINAL SYSTEM

Nominal

Noun Prohoun

Pers6;;;f/ '\\;Ehonstrative

The noun contains the most complex morphology of the
- three and will therefore be dealt with initially. The

pronominal data will be presented in chapter 1ll.
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+

8e1 Noun Morphology - Introduction

The noun consists of the following four

morphological classes:

CHART OF NOUN CLASSES

Locative Possessive Noun Noun
particles prefixes base suffixes
Position ! '
Class I 118 III 1V VeVI [VII-IX
: :
Present Prefix class I Root:Pre- '
t fix i
Absent Prefix class II ¢+
. iRoot { v
Sitting ' o b2
i £ ' '\‘"
. | 2 ] [ %
Lying | o2 E
A hi ' £ ' ¢
pproaching ( X -
| a |
Withdrawing I !
; I
| \

Note: @This and subsequent Roman numerals refer td
. Position class numbers

B8elel Reading of chart

The following sections summarize the salient
- points of noun structure. A detailed analysis of each of

the morphological classes will be found below in the sections
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noted.
8elelel Locative particles

The locative particles consist of one
position class and occur optionally with nouns.l When
these particles are affixed to the noun, they provide
greater specificity as to the position of the noun in

both spatial and temporal terms (see chapter 11).
8e.lel.2 Possessive prefix

The possessive prefixy the second
position class, consists of two subwclasses, both of
which contain morphemes that fepresent either personal

i,or indefinite possessione The prefix can be inflected

for both number and person.2

8e¢lole3 Noun bases

Noun bases consist of two position
classeso The fifst class is composed of only one roote.

The second position class contains a possessive prefix and

l.: Their main importance is their function as a bound
morpheme in third person personal pronouns and as the base
of the demonstrative pronounse

2, But it is not possible to say that its occurrence is
obligatory. There are about a dozen roots which are consider=
‘'ed by the Toba as not capable of being possessed, because
they are abstract or deal with natural phenomena. These,

~ therefore, do not occur with any possessive prefixes (see
sectiori 9a 1)
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~.

2 noun root. It obligatorily co-occurs with.-a root from the
first position class. These compounds are subject to the
same phonological and morphological rules as single root
nouns, and for this reason the two position classes are

discussed as one morphological class, the base.
8eleled Noun suffixes

The noun suffix, the fourth morphological
class, consists of five position classes all of which are
optional. There are, however, no instances of all five
co-occurring. The first two classes ‘by indicating
attributes such as size, condition, and natural property,
refine the meaning of the base. The last three classes

enumerate the basee.

8.2 Noun bases

The noun base, like the wverb base, can also be
easily identified formally and be assigned a basic lexical
meaninge. Unlike the verb base, the noun base carries
additional syntactic information. The syntactic information
is the specification of gender, masculine and feminine,

1

which is not overtly marked. The chart below represents

le There are some noun roots, however, that are un-
marked for gender. When that is the case, there is an
obligatory rule which requires that the gender be marked dn
the noun suffixes. In these cases,’ moreover, there are
usually two contrasting overt markers of gender, and the
object is specified for either masculine or feminine (see 102 ).

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



162

the two position classes of noun basese.

STRUCTURE OF NOUN BASE

Noun root (Prefix + Noun root)

All noun bases are composed of at least one noun
root.l The formal identification is based upon the per-

missable shape of the root, which is the same as that of a

ls There is considerable homonomy between verb roots
and noun roots (see Appendix A), with no semantic correla-
tion between them. Therefore, in general, it can be
stated that the same root in Toba is not subject to both
the process of verbalization and nominalization. There are,
however, some exceptions which consist of roots which can
be nominalized or verbalized. In these cases, the root is
subjected to the morphological rules of prefixing and

suffixing of the particular word class in which it appears.
For example:

root sip ‘'lie’ —_—7
bagipagan ' they lie °
sipaqayk ' liar °

root ;ona 'work®' —>
so'onatak * I am working '
hi‘onatak ‘my work, my Jjob'
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verb root (see 5+3)s There are some noun bases, however,
that are composed of two noun roots joined by an indefinite
person pronominal prefixe These compound roots must still
be considered morphologically as a single noun since they
obey the rules of single noun roots. Thus, the morpho=
phonemic rules of prefixing and suffixing are the same for

single noun roots as for the compounds,.
8.3 Noun root

The noun root like the verb root is generally a
bound morpheme because it too can be preceded by a prefix -
and followed by at least one suffixe. Unlike the verb,
however,' there are times when the nbun root is a free
morpheme (see 9./ )« It is readily identified by its
canonical shapees All root morphémes must begin with a
consonant and must consist of no more than five phonemes.
Thus the noun root is limited to the following consonante

vowel combinations.
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Chart of Noun Root Shapes

Canonical Shapes of Root Examples
{pe} bone, where eye=
brows are
Ccv
{so; body hair, fur
sma '} house
cve

{da'} chin

{kowe} horn
cVvev

Qta'a& father (reference)

sqosot; collar
Cvecve

{koma '} stone '
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8.4 Compound noun roots

Compound noun roots refér in general to body parts
or to house parts. They always consist of a noun root
followed by the indefinite possessive pronoun {13 and
another noun root of the same gender as the first root.
Thus, each member of a compound root structure can occur
within a base as a single root. However, when two roots
occur together, the basic meaning reflect thelrelationship
between the first noun root, which is the possessor, and

the second noun root, which is the possessed.1

For example:

/pikelamo/ ‘upper arm at the muscle'
1l
< P;ke& tarm' (£) !
{13 *indefinite possessive pronoun’

{hamoj *trunk' (+ rule 2)

1. This final point was derived through an analysis
of sentence structure, in which it had become clear to me
that in Toba sentences there were strict rules of word
order insofar as nouns are concerned. The rules of word
order indicated that the noun representing the possessor
preceded the noun representing the possessed, and that
furthermore the possessor was always marked by one of the
personal possessive prefixes, while the possessed noun
was marked by the unspecified possessor morpheme. In
other words, basic word order is recapitualted syntactically
as well as morphologicallye.
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/waqlasot/
< {vaql
{13

{hasot}

/celasot/
< . §cel
(13

{hasot}

/waglawel/

< {wagq}
£1%

fwell
/miklawak/
<  {mik}
1}

{ hawak}
/nikellaq/
v (ﬁikel}

{1}
§ raq)

*forearm (elbow to. fingers)®
‘hand (m)*
*indefinite possessive pronoun'

'waist'

'leg (knees to ankle)'
‘leg (m)*
'indefinite possessive pronoun'

'waist®

'palm of the hand'

*hand'

possessive pronoun

*indefinite
: (+ rule 1)°

'palm’

'nostrils’
‘nose (m)*
'indefinite possessive pronoun'

‘cave'

‘rocf?

‘refers to the flesh above the
buttocks, and .below the
waist! '

*indefinite possessive pronoun'

‘upper part’®
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/pelawe/ 'eyebrow'
< §pel 'bony area of eyebrow (f)°*
{l} *indefinite possessive pronoun
(+ rule 1)°
{hawg} 'hair'
/pi'a'laq/ 'upper part of the foot!®
< {pi‘a‘} *foot (m)'
{11} *indefinite possessive. pronoun
(+ rule 1)°
{haq} ‘upper part®

8¢5 Morphophonemic adjustments in the noun base

Noun bases like the verb bases are subject
to morphophonemic change as a result of the pluralization
of the possessive prefixe Unlike the verb bases,‘which are
~affected only by the disjunctive morphemes of the pronominal
prefixes,' the noun base is also al%ered by the suffixes.
In the process of pluralization of the base itself, a
‘morphophonemic change in the base results when the pluralize
ing suffix occurs immediately after the base form. Also,
unlike the verb base, there are no obligatory suffixess
however, there are a greater number of'attributive morphemes
that optionally follow the noun base forme. Some of these
also affect a change in the base.
In the following sections these various changes in the
noun base are summarized. They are dealt with in greater

detail both in the morphophonemics chapter, where the rules

-
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are first presented,' and in the prefix and suffix chapters

where the morphology of these classes is presented.
8+s5.1 Vowel deletion
{toge] ‘'chest' + (gar...i} '2nd plural
possessive’
— qar+tdge+i (+ rule 3)
—» /qartogi/ ‘your (pl.) chest®
ipelawe} ‘eyebrow' + {qan...i} *2nd plural
possessive'
— qantpelawe+i (+ rules 3 and 5)

—> /qampelawi/ 'your eyebrow®
8652 Palatalization

Those bases that end in /t/ in the second

person plural possessive prefix are subject to rule 6.

For example:
{gelasot} 'lower leg' + @ar...ig'an plural
: T possessive'
—> qgar+celasot+i (+rule 6)
— /qardelasoci/ ‘your (pl.) lower leg’

- 8e5e3 Infixation

When a noun base ends in any consonant
~ ‘except a glottal stop, then the disjunctive part of the

third person plural morpheme ié infixed before that stope.
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For example:

{'ok}- *leather’ + (n..a'} '3rd plural
possessive'
% n+'ok+' .

—>  /n'o'k/ *their leather®

) {qa'im} ‘river, + {n.;.:} *3rd plural
gully! possessive®
| - n+ga'im+’

—> /nga'i'm/ ‘*their river, gully®
8e¢5.4 Consonant voicing and vowel insertion

Rule 9, consonant voicing and vowel insertion,’
applies to the noun base when an attributive or enumerative

suffix follows the base.
For example:

Smoqg 'spouse’'  + {Wa} *relationship’
— mog+wa (+ rule 9)
->  /mogawa/ *spouse"
-{ﬁa} 'Ist singular + {sogok} ‘patio' +
possessive! ..
’ {Ji} *severalizer®
- 5a+sogok+§i (+ rule 9)

—> /nasomogoli/ *my patios®
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8e5¢5 Consonant deletion
When the noun base ends in /k/ and is

followed by the plural morpheme {qa} ' the /k/ is deleted.

For example:

.(yalek} 'my son' + sqa} 'several’
. - yalek+qa (+ rule 12)
-> /yaleqa/ ‘my sons®
{igikenek} 'my bow® + {qa} *several’

—» ic ikenek+qa (+ rule 12)

— /igikenqa/ ‘my bows!®
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9.0 Possessive prefixes

Noun prefixes consist of two mutually exclusive
sub-classes which indicate possessione. They occur in the
second position class of the noun structufe (see 8.1).

Each possessive prefix class is inflected for three persons
in singular and plural, and for an indefinite person in the
; singular. Furthermore, unlike the verbs, only one sub-claés

of prefixes ever occurs with a noun base.

An attenpt to arrange the nouns according to classes
on a variety of axis, including gender, choice of pluralizer
or by semantic domains, seeking to find shape, or size or
typological similarities, was unsuccessful. As a result,
sub=class membership was decided on the basis of the co=-

occurrence of possessive prefixes with the noun bases.
9.1 Semantic subecategorization

There are some noun bases, however, that do .
not occur with possessive prefixes. These bases, few in
number, are abstract nouns or nouns which deal with natural

phenomena over which humans have no controle.

"For example:

wi'i ‘year'
haloni ‘jce!
hawot '‘rain'
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Not only do these nouns not occur with any of the possessive
prefixes, but they also never occur.with any attributive or
enumerative suffixes.1 Nouns, therefore, must be conceived
of not only as morphologicél units having certain attributes
which are reflected in terms of possessive prefix sub=class
membership, but as semantic units that are inhgrently capable
of being possessed or that are not capable of being possess-

ede The following chart represents this dichotomy:

NOUN
posseSsion non~possession
definite posgession indefinite possessibn
1st 2nd rd inéefinite person

The forms that are marked as indefinite possession

are then morphologically indicated by one of the indefinite

l. They are, however, covertly marked for gender, and
when they do occur with the locative particles, the gender
is overtly marked in the particles (see 1ll.l1 )« For example:

lapa hanaloni 'lots of ice(f)"
laqgigi nan'etegat 'filled with water {(m)°
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morphemes. The majority of these fall into the group which
is prefixed by the morpheme {n}; the rest are prefixed
by {ii.l The forms that indicate definite possession

are the first, second and third person possessive morphemes.2
9.2 Possessive prefix morphemes
Complete paradigms of the two sub=-classes for

" all persons are:

Chart of Possessive Prefix Morphemes

Class I _ Class II Gloss
é lst. singe {hi} {ﬁa} ‘my"*
2nd sing. frar} {*an} ‘your*
3rd sing. 1} {n} : *his, her,
4 its'
Indef. sing. {n} fﬂ ‘one's'
1ste plural ‘@af} {Qan} '‘our'
2nd. plural {Qar...i} {Qan...i} ‘your'
3rd plural {looo'} inooo‘} 'their'

1. In each instance that the indefinite marker is {n{ ,
there is a set paradigm that follows for the prefixes,
which does not include the phoneme /n/ anywhere in the
baradigme :

2. This analysis was greatly helped by my informant,
Oswaldo Gomez; who when asked to supply the possessive
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The rest of this chapter will discuss the distributional

statements of these morphemes.
93 Allomorphic distribution of possessive prefixes

The allomorphic variation in possessive prefixes

is not as great as was the variation in the subject pronomi-
nal prefixes of the verbs. -Rules, however, can be formulated
which will account for the allomorphic distribution of the
possessive prefixes. When the allomorphs are phonologically
conditioned, the rules are stated in terms of the phonological
environment. When they are morphologically conditioned,
examples of the distribution are provided. Reference will
also be made in the examples fo the generalized rules already
stated in the morphophonemics chapfer.

The allomorphic statements are also presented separately
for each of the two sub=classes of prefixes in the singular,
since these statements are motivated by the specific sube=

class membershipe.
9.3.1 Class I = singular prefixes
9e¢3e1l0el {hi} ‘my!

This morpheme, when added to the base

pronominal forms in a paradigmatic type of elicitation, ans-
wered "do you mean My eee Or' YOULr see O eee ‘NG mas'"s Jhen
asked what 'no mas’ referred to, his response was that it
must belong to someone, but he didn't know whoe. In other
words the noun is capable of being possessed, but the
possessor is unknown or indefinitee.
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indicates the first person singular possessive prefix. The

allomorphy is phonologically conditionede.

hi=: ) occurs where the base is
e /Caooo/ or /CO.../,'
except where /Caees/ =

/ha/ or /qa/

/hilote/ ‘'my eyelashes'
{ hi+lote
/hiwaq/ 'my hand'
< hitwaq
/hipoto/ 'my dress'
{ hi+poto
/hi'asaqanta/ '‘my toy' (eege a doll)

Z hi+'a§aqanta

ya=: occurs where the base is
- /ha.o.”o/ or /qaooo/
/yasot/ ‘my waist'

¢ ya+thasot (+ rule 2 and 3)

/yanoqa/ ‘my cheek'
{ yathanog (+ rule 2 and 3)

/yaqaya/ . 'my sibling'
{ yatqaya
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/yaqayk/ 'my road'.
{yatqayk
hi=~ yae: : occurs where the base is

— = /Ceeee/ or [Ciees/

v

/yacit/ 'my gut’
< yatci!
/hicikenek/ ‘my bow'

4 _h_ijc':' ikenek

/yate'e/ *my mother"
{ yatte'e

/itela/ - '‘my ear'
< it+tela '

As is apparent from the above examples no generalized
statement can be made for the way that either of the front
vovels of the base affects the choice of allomorphse. 1In

those cases where the root consists of Ce'e the allomorph

generally has the form /ya/. For example:

/yate'e/ '‘my mother’
yatte'e
/yale'e/ 'my brother-in-law (husband

of sibling)"*

1

yatie'e
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Although it is impossible to predict which allomorph
will be utilized where the base contains the front vowels,
by far the majo.rity of those bases occur with the /ya/
allomorphe. ’ |

For example:

/yapi'/ ‘my grandfather’
< yatpi'

/yasire/ '‘my trumpet®
(ya+dire

/yawet/ '‘my salt’
 yatwet

/yapela'/ -*my shoe"
{ y_z_a_+pela.'

/yere/ ‘my book'

< yathere (+ rule 2 and 3)

9e3ele2 {'ar} ‘your'

This morpheme has three allomorphs,

all phonologically conditionede.

tare=: occurs where the base is
/Cao'e/ or /CO..O/
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/‘arqa‘/ ‘your chin'

< ‘artga’
/‘'arkowe/ ' *your horn'

{ 'ar+kowe

‘arge: occurs where the base is
/Ciooo/ or /Ce.../

/‘arapi‘a'/ 'your foot'

{ ‘aratpi‘'a’

/'araco'/ ‘your father=in-jaw'

.
< ‘'aratco!

'are ~ 'arae: in one case
/'arma‘'/ /‘arama‘/ 'your house'

{ 'ar+ma® < ‘ara+ma’

‘ale: occurs where the base begins
with /Iooo/ or /looc/ (see
rule 4 :

/tallekte/ *your knees'

£ ‘ar+liek+te (+ rule. &)

/‘allamek/ 'your heart'

{ lar+lamek
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Oe3ele3 {l; 'his.'her;'its'

This morpheme has two allomorphs which

occur in the following distribution:

NEH
/lta‘a/ ‘his; her, its father
{L+tata
/lkote/ *his,' her;' its grand-
mother!
{ lt+kote
la—:2
/lapita‘lag/ 'the top of his, her, its
foot!
{latpi'a'+l+haq (+ rule 2)
/lasosi/ | 'his, her, its niece’

{ latso+si
9¢3elaelt {n} 'someone's'1

This morpheme alsé has two allomorphs

1. What 1s most obvious about the relationship between
the third person possessive form and the indefinite possess=
ive form is that in Class I nouns, the former morpheme is
f and the latter {n} ; while in Class II nouns, the op~-
posite is the case. hus, in Class II nouns, the indefinite
possessive form is marked with an {1} morpheme, while the
third person possessive form is marked with an {n; morpheme.
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which occur in the following distribution:

Nes
/nta'a/ *someone's father!
& ntta'a
na=3
/napi'a'lag/ *the top of someone's
foot!

{na+tpita'+l+haq
9e¢3e2 Class II « singular prefixes

Class II noun prefixes are practically
identical in shape to the prefixes of Class I verbse.

They both contain the phoneme /n/ as the prime marker.

Semantically, however, noun and verb prefixes bear no

resemblance .t
9e3.2.1 {Hal ‘my *

ni-: occurs where base is /'"Véee/

/ni*igayna/  ‘rv old lady"

{ ni+'igay+na

1. Furthermore, if any generalization can be made about
the semantics of Class II prefixes, it would be that the
notion of distance away,' rather than direction towards,

prevailse.
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/nitok/ *my leather"
{ ni+'ok
/nitalwa/ *my land'

{ ni+'alwa

Nien Nae: occurs elsewhere

—— e

" /nipelawe/ 'my eyebrow'

< ni+pe+l +hawe

/nikoma'/ 'my stone"

V4 _1:1_:}+koma '

/hiso'onsaki/ 'my seat, chair®

< il_i_+so 'onga+tki

/niqopaq/ '‘my handkerchief'
¢ nitgopag

/nitesqo'/ ‘my uncle'l

4 ﬁ_}ftesqo'

l: This particular kinship term is unique because it
alone co~occurs with class II prefixes - all the other terms
occur with Class I prefixese. This uniqueness in prefix
class, plus the fact that the root for aunt, nephew and
niece are the same lead me to conjecture that perhaps
historically there were several different terms to express
this relationship and that these have been lost, leaving
the form that refers to the affinal relative. If my cone
jecture that this prefix also indicates the notion of
‘distance away' is correct, than this example would provide
evidence of that notion.
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/namo/ ‘my trunk®

¢hathamo (+ rule2 and 3)

/nawagay/ 'my sea'
V4 ﬁ_a_ﬂragay

/nawe/ 'my feather’

{Da+hawe (+ rule 2 and 3)

/nate/ 'my rump®
¢ Datte
/nasogok/ 'my ‘patio’
< na+sosok
/naqa‘em/ 'my river, gully"

{ na-tga'enm

/naro'o/ 'my hat,' cap'
¢ nat+ro'o
/nala'/ 'my sun'
< na+la®
Q9636242 {“an& ."your'

The morpheme {'an} has three allo-

morphs which occur in the following distribution:
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'an-:1

/‘tan‘emaq/ ‘yvour left!'

< 'ant’emaq

/'anlegagayste/ 'your button'

<'an+leg+aga+i§te

/‘anke/ ‘your outside back wall!
{ 'an+ke
'ames occurs where the base is
- Pess/? (see rule 5)
/‘ampelawe/ 'your eyebrow'

{ ‘antpe+latwe (+ rule 5)

/ampa‘a/ ‘your root*

(lantpa'a (+ rule 5)

tanaes

l. Those bases that took the ni allomorph in the first
person,’ take the ‘an allomorph in the second person.

2¢ This particular allomorph reflects some of the

dialectal variation which occurs in the Chaco.

most speakers use this allomorphy as do the speakers of the

western dialec

to However, those speakers from the eastern

part of the dialect area do note.

. 3+ But note here also that those bases that took the
na allomorph in first person, take the ‘'anz allomorph in

second persono
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/'anason/ ‘your door
< ‘anat+som
/*anamo/ 'your trunk®

< ‘ana+thamo (+ rule 2 and 3)
9e3e243 {ng 'his,” her,’ its'

The allomorphic distributions here are
the same as they were for the first and second persone.
Thus,' a knowledge of the prefix for just one of the
persons is enough to allow for the correct inflection of
the rest of the paradigme. Ths allomorphs occur in the

following distrivution:

nes
/ntowe/ 'his; hery its salt®
{ nt+towe
/nlomagaki/ *his, her, its shirt®
< nt+lomtaga+ki
/nhikellaq/ 'his, her, its roof!
< n+nikel+la+hag (+ rule 2 and 3)
nae-:
/nasogok/ *his, her, its patio’
{ nat+sogok
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/nala'/ 'his,' her, its sun’
{natla’
/naro'o/ 'his, her cap'’
(na+ro'o
Mme$ occurs where the base is
- Peee,
/mpa‘a/ 'his; her,' its root'

< ntpa‘'a (+ rule 5)
9:3e248 {1% 'someone 's*

This morpheme has two allomorphs which

occur in the following distributions

1ms
/ltowe/ 'someone's salt!
< l+towe
la=s
/laro'o/ *someone's cap'
< latro'o
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9.4 Plurals of Class I and II possessive prefixes
" 9.4,1 First person plural possessive

The first person plural morpheme component
in nouns differs in position from verbs. In the latter
the plural component occurred after the base (see 6.4.2).
In nouns, on the other hand,’ the plural component has
the same phonemic shape /a/, but it occurs before the base.
In fact, the first person plural component occurs in the
game position 2s second person'plﬁral pronominal prefix in

verbs.1 It thus follows the same rule stated in 6.4.2.,1

Delete /'/ when, in first (or second) person

plural possessive, the /q/ precedes ite?
For example:

‘arkowe ——— garkowe

‘*your horn' '‘our horn'

l. One can conjecture from this second person morpheme

that perhaps the first person plural possessive form was

- meant to be an inclusive possessive. The second person
morpheme would mark this inclusion. From the elicitation,
it became clear that possession in terms of first person
plural was distinctive. @My informant always referred to his
children as his wife's children. When asked if they weren't
his, he commented that he could not say 'our children' because
his wife, not being present, could not be included. It was
also not possible because children are possessed by females,

- not males. Furthermore, in an activity like drinking tea

"in my house,’ which both my informant and I participated in,
he referred to as 'our tea'.

2. This same rule applies also to second person plural
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'‘an'emaq gan'emaq

‘your lerft! ‘our left!

The allomorphic statements for first person plural

possessive forms will be considered in ciass order.
9.4,1.1 C(Class I=- gqar 'our'

This morpheme has three allomorphs

which occur in the following distribution:

gqar-:
/qarqoyste/ ‘our Adam's apple’
gg£+qo+i§te
/qarkijakte/ ‘our heart!
gér+ki§ak+te
qara=:
/qarano‘®o/ ‘our younger sister
garatno'o
galse
/qallote/ ‘our eyelashes'
Qar+lote

- possessive morphemes (see 9+%¢2) e
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9eltele2 Class II- {qaﬁg '‘our'

This morpheme has three allomorphs

which occur in the following distribution:

qan--:l

/aanke/ ‘our back outside wall®

< gant+ke

/aanqa‘ayk/ 'our road’
{ gantga‘ayk

/qan'ok/ ‘our leather'
{gan+'ok

/qan'isayna/ ‘our old iady'

{gan+'igay+na

gana=-:

/aanate'/ ‘our rump'

{gana+te’

/qanawasay/ - ‘our sea’

{ ganatwasay

l. But note, that here again those bases that took the
n1 allomorph in first person singular, take the gan allo=-
morph in first person plural.
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game=? occurs where the base is
- /pooi'
/qampelawe/ 'our eyebrow®
Jgantpe+latwe

94442 Second person plural = Class I ~§§ar...i2
Class II -{qan. o .i3

The cecond person plural possessive pronominal
prefix formally is very similar to the second person prono=-
minal plural is verbs., For both nouns and verbs there are
three components for each class of second person plural
morphemes. The first component in nouns is'the same as
first person plural (see 9.443)s The second component
consists of the second person singular morpﬁeme. The
third component, a single phoneme /i/; occurs in poste=

base position.
94#42,1 Third component /i/

The analysis and rules for the first two
components of the second person possessive plural have already
beeﬁ stated (9e3ele2, 903¢2+2, and 9.4¢3)e The generalized
rules goverhing the third component haQe already been stated
in the chapter on morphophonemics and will be referred to
in this section to indicate how they operate within the -

specific context of noun morphology. )
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Xoooims occurs where the base ends
— in a consonant other than

/t/ or /of

/qarapela'i/ 'your shoe

< garatpela’+i -

/aarqayki/ 'your head®
{ gar+qayk+i

/qar'onataki/  'your work®

{ gar+’ onatak+j_

/qampa‘ta’i/ *your root'

{gantpa‘'a'+i

/aqanasomi/ tyour door®

¢ gana-tsom+i

/qanasosoki/ ‘your patio!

{ gana-tsogok+i

Xeoo'lmnaXeseol=2 occurs where the base is

/6 . .Ce/
/qarqote'i/ ‘your elbow*
< gartqote+’i
/qarasire'i/ 'your trumpet®

i ~, .
£ qaratsire+'i
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/aartogi/ ‘your chest!'

< qar+toge+i (+ rule 3)

/qampelawi/ ‘yvour eyebrow’

{qantpelawe+i (+ rule 5 and 3)

/qanlegagayste'i/ 'your button'
(gan+leéﬁa§a+i§tefli (+ rule 3)

Xeoo'l=? occurs where the base is
- /oooCi/

/qanlomagaki'i/ ‘your shirt'
< gantlomtaga-tki+'i
/qanso’onagakiti/ 'your seat®

< gantso’ontaga-tki+'i

XeooVy=2 occurs where the base is
—_— /eesCa/ or /easCo/
(see rule 3)

/qarce'tay/ tyour lard?’

<'gg_g+3e"ta+_5; (+ rule 3)

/aarpotoy/ ° ‘your dress"’
Laar+potot+i (4 rule 3)

/aanamoy/ 'your trunk'

£ ganthamo+i (+ rule 3)
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/qan'igaynay/  ‘'your old lady®
{gant'igay+na+i (+ rule 3)

Xeookim A XeoaVy=2 occurs where the base is
.ooo/ (see rule 8)

/aannikellaki/ ‘your roof'
¢ gant+nikel+lak+i

/aan'emaqgay/ 'yvour left*

£ gan+'emag+i

/aartagoqoy/ ‘one source for your
blood*
< gar+tagogq+i,
Xe'eoCimt occurs where the base is

/f.wt/ (see rule 6)

/qarcelasoci/ ‘your leg(from knee on
4 down) !

9¢le3 Third peréon plural Class I = [1...-3
Class II -{%...'3

The third person plural possessive morphemes,
like the third person pronominal morphemes of the verb, con-
sist of two partse The first component is the same as the
third person singular and precedes the bases Therefore the
same allomorphic statements as the singular apply to th%s

component in the plural. The second component, however, either
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follows the base, or is infixed into the bases The concern

here, then is with the distribution of this second componente.

Xeoo'=2 . occurs when the base is
/o'o oV/
/lkowe'/ *their horn'
£ l+kowe+!
/lasosi'/ *their nephew'

: ..
< latsot+si+!

/lere'/ *their book*

< l+here+' (+ rule 2)

/ntalwa‘/ *their land®

£ nt+talwat+!

/nawe'/ " *their feather (pen)'
< natwe+!
/nke'/ '*their outer back wall'
{ nt+ket+!
Xeso'C “occurs where the base is

/eeeC/y except where
/ [

/lcelaso't/ ‘*their leg (knee
. on down)

& ltcet+l+hasot+'
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/lapi'a‘*la‘'q/  ‘*their top of the foot'

< lat+pita'+l+haq+' (+ rule 2)

/nto'k/ "’ "their leather’
& n+'ok+!
/nga'i'm/  their river, gully"

< ntqa'im+'

Xooo't=? occurs where the base is
L
[ X N J
/ima‘t/ *their house*
{ltma'+t
/lapi‘a't/ *their foot!

¢ latpi'at+t

/nala‘t/ "*their sun'
{ na+la‘+t
/ntowe't/ 'their salt (unprocessed)'

{ nttowe‘+t

/nkoma 't/ *their stone!

¢ ntkoma'+t
9.5 Possessive prefixal components

On the basis of the data presented in the

preceding sections it is now possible to isolate the
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components of the possessive prefixes and assign

particular meanings to them.
9.5.1 Singular. components

For first person, either /h/, /y/y or /n/
must occur; vowel epenthesis also quite common. For
second person, the phonemes common to both sub=classes are
the phonemes /'a/« There are differences that reflect the
distinctions of sub-class membership. For third person,
the choice is between /1/ and /n/. Again, vowel epenthesis
may take place. For indefinite person, the choice is
also between /1/ and /n/, the only restriction being that
if /1/ is the marker for third person, /n/ must be the

marker for indefinite person or vice=versas

Chart of Singular Components

1st 2nd 3rd Indefinite
Class I hi~ ya tar(V)~tal | 1(V) n(Vv)
Class TII n(v) tan(V)~tam| n(V)~n 1 (V)

9.5¢2 Non-singular components

For first person plural in both cases the

distinctive marker is the phoneme /q/. For second person
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plural, the first person plural marker /q/ is used, but
it is differentiated from first person plural by the phoneme
/i/« PFor third person plural, the common marker is the

glottal stop.

9¢5¢3 Demonstration of co=occurrence features

First person

singular non=singular
hi Q
n

Second rerson

’ /'a\
singular non=singular
r qoooi'
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Third person

singular non=singular
|
1 []
n

Indefinite person

singular non-Tingular
n B
1

9.6 Paradigms

The following two paradigms are examples of each
. of the sub=classes of possessive pronominal prefixes.
These paradigms will illustrate the rules of selection for

each of the sub=classese.
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Gloss

{nil
E'ar?
{13

{ny

{aar}

sqar..oig

f1eoat}

{ni}
{'an}
{n}
ilg

{qan}

{aan.ssi}

{neeetl

{ma"
{ma*}

{ pelawe}
{pelawe}
{pelawe}

{pelawe}

{pelawe}
{pelawel
{pelawe}

Class I = ma°'(masc.)

hima'

farma'

. 1lma®

nma'

garma‘

-qarma‘i

Ima't

Class II « pelawe (fem.)

ﬁipelawe
ampelawe

mpelawe
lpelawe

gampelawe
gampelawi

mpelawe®

'my house'
'your house*

'his," her, its
house'

*someone's
house!'

'our house'
'your house'

*their house®

‘eyebrow'

'my eyebrow'
'your eyebrow'

‘his, her,; its
eyebrow’

'someone's eye=
brow

‘our eyebrow'
'*your eyebrow'

*their eyebrow’
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10.0 Noun suffixes

The noun suffixes form the last morphological class
of the noun. They are the morphemes that occur in the
final five position classes (see 8.1l)e All these suffixes

are bound morphemes; however, they are not obligatory.l
10,1 Suffix formation

Suffixation in Toba nouns involves two distinctive
processes. The most productive, morphologically, is that
of enumeration; that is, changing the noun base from a
singular to a non~singular number. The suffixes of
enumeration indicate three ways of pluralizing: dual,
several, and plural, each of which is a separate position
class.,

The second process indicates é variety of attributive
notions. These suffixes indicate kinship relationships,
size relationships, gender differentiation for bases
which can be both masculine and feminine, and natural
versus man-made proverty characteristicse These also form
two position classes, which can co=-occur with the suffixes

of enumeration.,

"1, When they do occur, though, they carry the stress
on the final syllable, and thus act as the phonological
- determinant of the word.
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Chart of Position Classes of Noun Suffixes

Attributive Enumerative
I 11 IIT v \'4
Affinal Shape Dual Several Many

{wa}

fici }
{i;te}

Gender

Diminutive

{te}
o}
@
{ro}
{5}
(Six}
3§
@e;
fleky
{has
(1

{'ole}
folek}

Manufactured

{aga}

les | 63 | o

sTmams
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As in the verb suffixal system, morphemes from more
than three classes never co~occur. Either there are two
from the attributive classes and one from the enumerative,
or one from the attributife and two ffom the enumerative.
There can, of course, be only one from each, or only one
alone. Since, as has already been noted, these suffixes
are opfional, there are, in fact, many nouns which have

no suffixes at all.
10.2 Attributive suffixes = Position Class I and II

The suffixes that are characterized as attribu=
tive suffixes cover semantically a large range of possibie
litiess Nevertheless, despite the semantic range, most
of these suffixes appear very rarély and are frozen to the
bases so that the meaning of the base alone is difficult
to derive. Because these suffixes can be grouped by
their semantic features, and because these attributive
suffixes, when combined with the base, violate the canonical
shape of the base, I assume that they were previously more
productive than they are in the language as spoken today.

Position Class I of the attributive suffixes contains
the suffixes which specify affinal relationship, gender,
and manufactured condition. Morphemes from position class
II, which can co=-occur with position class I, contain the

suffixes of shape and specify the diminutive. Each of

these morphemes consists of only one allomorph.
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10.2.,1 Affinal relationship {wég .

‘The morpheme {wd{ occurs within the kinship

terminology to indicate affinal ties. For example:

/ronagawa/ '‘brother-in-law by
' marriage’
< ronagtwa (+ rule 9)
/mogowa/ *spouse

< mogtwa (+ rule 9)

10.2.2 Gender
10.2.2.1 Gender of kin ité} ‘feminine"'

This morpheme itég is added on to the
noun base which by itself indicates the type of relation-

ship. For example:

mtee?

an——

/kote/ tgrandmother (reference
term) 1

< ko+te

1, One clue here to the morphological cut is based -on
the change in the address form for grandmother, which is
/kome/, derived from ko+me. | .
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[wete/ 'sister=in=law (i.c.
spouse of a male
sibling)*

{ wette

/hate/ ‘daughter-in=law"
£ ha+te

/pilte/L ‘elder sister
< piltte

10.2.2.2 Gender of younger sibling
{'dg 'feminine’®

{qg "masculine’

These two morphemes indicate a difference
between younger brother and younger sister where 'sibling'

is the same base morpheme. For example:

~'0=2
/no'o/ 'younger sister'
< no+'o
/noq/ ‘younger brother!'
£ notg

1. FHere the diminutive form points out the morphemic
cuts, since that form is /pil'ole/, derived from pil+‘'ole.
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10.2.2.2 Gender and generation

{rog ‘ascending (f)°
{giz *peer (f)°'
{'s'ik} ' ‘peer (m)°

These three morphemes indicate both
gender relationships and vertical kinship relationships.

For example:

/soro/ ‘aunt’
{sotro
vl -
/sosi/ ‘niece
'.
{sot+si-
vl
/sosik/ 'nephew’
. ..
£ sotsik

10.2.2.3 Gender and type of kinship relation-

ship {‘3 'male in-law'

There is also a contrast simultaneously

betwéen.type of kinship relation and gender. Thus, both

morphemes {rég and g‘% indicate gender. For example:

/coro/ '‘mother-in=law'

< Cotro (see 10.2.2.2)
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/co0'/ ‘father=in=-law'

v -
£ cot+l

10.2.2.4 Gender differentiation
{1e} ‘female’
{leﬁg 'male’
{na}  ‘'female®
{ki} ‘male’

Gender differentiation is also expressed

by the following morphemes.

/yale/ ‘my daughter®
¢ yatha+le (+ rule 2 and 3)

/yalek/ 'my son'

{ya+thatlek (+ rule 2 and 3)

/qomle/ ‘a female Toba, a
paisana'
< qomtle
/qomlek/ 'a male Toba, a Qaiéano'
L qomtlek
/ni'igayna/ ‘my old lady*

& ni+'igay+na
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/ni'igayki/ 'my old man’
Z ﬁi+’igayf§}
10.2.3 Manufactured {ggég

The morpheme {agéB‘indicates that the item

is man-made rather than direct from nature. For example:

-aga-?

/qovaga/ . 'handkerchief'

L qoptaga
10.2.4 Shape classifiers
10.2.4.1 Flat {ki}

This shape classifier always co-occurs with
the morpheme {agﬁ} to indicate that the manufactured product

is flat in shape. For example:

—Kie=s

——

/sastagaki/ 'belt, waistband made out
of material’

{ sasttagatki

/so'onagaki/ ‘seat'

{ so'ontagatki
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/lomagski/ 'shirt'

< lomtagatki

10.2.4.2 Protruding {iSte]

{igtez means jutting out, or, by extension,

prominent. For example:

_V
miste=:

/qoyste/ *Adam's apple’
< qot+iste (+ rule 3)

/lekagayste/ *key, button®

£ lek¥aga+i§te
100205 Diminutive {.Olez (fo) '
{'olek} (mo) '

There are two morphemes, one masculine .and
one feminine, which indicate the notion of diminution.

For example:

/'igayki'olek/ 11little old man’

£ 'igay+kit+'olek

/‘'igayna'ole/ *little old lady'

{'igaytna+'ole
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10,3 Enumerative suffixes = Position Class

IIT, IV and V

In Toba the basic division in enumeration is
between the number one, two, several and many. As already
noted in sections 6.4 and 7.7 dealing with verb morphology,
subject number specifies one and more than one, while
object number specifies onéf two and any number from three
to tene. The distinctions in enumeration are different
in noun morphology.

When the noun base occurs without any enumerative
suffixes it is unmarked for number, and unless further
specified elsewhere in the sentence, is considered singular
in number. However, when any of the morphémes from the three
enumerative position classes co—oécur with a noun base, the
meaning of the base is changed. This éhange is from the
singular to the dual or to a number called 'sevefal' or to
'magf or to 'many disaggregate's. The use of the term
‘several' implies any number between 3 and 6, and occa=-
sionally up to ten. More importantly, however, it indicates
distinct or disaggregate number., The term ‘'many' or
*plural' indicates a number somewhere above ten, but

short of a multitude.l Many also implies that the items

l. When the sense of a multitude is implied, then the
speaker reverts back to the singular and adds an adverbd ,
indicating either differentiated or undifferentiated
multitude. '
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are undifferentiated, that is, an aggregate ﬁumber.

When the speaker wishes to indicate many distinct or
disaggregate, then a morpheme for several is combined with
the morpheme for many. On the other hand, when the speaker
wishes to indicate several aggregate, this notion must.be
expressed elsewhere in the sentence with an adverb.
Finally, when the speaker wishes to indicate that the dual
number is disaggregate, this can be done by adding

the morpheme that indicates several.,
10.3.1 Dual number = Position Class III=- {%é}

The morpheme gtég indicates the number
two, and, by extension, a pair. It can be combined with
{11 'many' (Position Class V) to mean more than one pair.

It has two allomorphs.

:EE:: occurs in the following cases
Compare
/lapela'te/ 'his pair of shoes’
L latpela'+te
with

/lapela‘tel/ 'his pairs of shoes'

{ latpela'+te+l
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Compare
/lapi‘a'te/ 'his pair of feet!'
{ latpi'a‘'+te
with
/lapi'a‘tel/ 'its pairs of feet'
< latpita'+te+l
Compare
/Qarapela'gi/ *your pair of shoes®
& qaratpela'+te+i (see rule 3 and 6)
with
/qarapela'cili/ 'your pairs of shoes't
4_qara+§e1a“+te+i+l+i (see gule 3 and
- )
Compare

/lapela'te'/ *their pair of shoes'

<{ latpela'+tet+’

e But note there is one exception to rule 6:

Compare
/dallekti/ ‘your pair of knees'
qar+Ilek+te+i (+ rule 7)
with - .
/qallekteli/ ‘your pairs of knees'

qar+lek+te+1l+i
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/lapela'teli/  'their pairs of shoes'

< latpela'+te+l+i (+ rule 6)

/yapi'a'lag/ *the top of my foot®

¢ yatpi'a'+l+haq (+ rule 2)

/yapi'a‘'lagate/ 'the tops of my pair of
feet'

{ yatpi'a'+l+haq+te (+ rule 2 and 9)

/nnigelaq/ ‘roof, top of his house"

{ ninige+l+hag (+ rule 2)

/nnigelagate/  'his roofs, the tops of
his house' '

< n+nige+l+hagq+te (+ rule 2 and 9)
“occurs only after a base which

ends in either the velar
or the back velar
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/nqa'ayk/ -~ 'his road"
& ntga‘tayk
with
/nqa'ayko/ 'his two roads’
< ntga‘'ayk+o
compare
/lqayk/ 'his head’
< 1l+qayk
with
/lqayko/ 'his two heads (of
cattle)’
{ 1tqayk+o
compare
/*imiklawak/ 'my nostril (the cave

of my nose)'®

{ 'itmik+l +hawak
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with
/'imiklawako/ 'my two nostrils®
¢ 'itmik+latwak+o
compare
/vyanoa/ ‘my cheek®
{ ya-tnoq
with
/yanoqo/ 'my two cheecks"’
4ya+noqu
and with
/yanoqoji/ 'my two distinct cheeks'®
¢ ya+nog+o+3i
compare
/'ifagoq/ ‘my blood®
{'ittagoq
wi%h
/'itaéoqofi/ *the two distinct sources

of my blood'

('i+tagoq+o+§i
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10.3.2 Severalizer = Position Class IV = {31}

The fourth position class of the suffixal
morvheme indicates the enumeration of more than two.
As already noted, however, the enumerated noun bases
are all distinct or disaggregate, and can be glossed as
'more than two, but less than 100 of different X's'. 1 The
morpheme that is used to exﬁress the notion of several is

{311 « It has five allomorphs whose distribution is stated

Below.
-Ei-: | occurs in the following examples
compare
/qarqaya/ ‘your (pl.) brother'
Lqar+gaya
with
/aarqayaji/ 'your brothers'
ar+qaya+]i
compare

/aanqopagay/ 'your handkerchief"

¢ qan+gopaq+i (+ rule 8)

1. The number 100 seems to be the cutoff point according
to my informantse.
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/qanqopaeaii/  ‘your handkerchiefs®

< qan+qopag+ji (+ rule 9)

/aarwa q/ ‘our hand'
Lqartwa q.
/qarwa gaji/ ‘our hands'

£ qartwa q+5i (+ rule 9)

- - /yasosi/ "‘my niece'

L 4
£ yatsotsi

v, v, \ .
/yasosiji/ my nieces’

. v. . ¥,
£ yatsotsit+]jl

/hiqa'/ ‘my chin'
¢ hi+ga’
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with

compare

with

/higa‘aji/ 'my chins'
<ru}qa'+3i (+ rule 9)
/nate'/ 'my rump’
< na+te’
 /hate'eji/ 'my rumps'
4 ﬁa#te’+gi
-'-:' occurs in the following
— instances
/hilomagaki/ ‘my shirt®

< hi+lomtagat+ki

/hilomagaki'/  'my shirts'

< ﬁi+lom+aga+kifl
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compare
/yalé/ 'my daughter'
£ yathatle (+ rule 2 and 3)
with
/[yale'/ 'my daughters'’
< yatha+le+' (+ rule 2 and 3)
-ga=-2 occurs when the attributive
' suffix wreceding it has the
shape /.«.Vk/ as well as in
other examples
compare
/yalek/ 'my son’
. & yathat+lek (+ rule 2 and 3)
with
/yalqa/ 'my sons'
< yatha+lek+ga (+ rule 2, 3 and 12)
compare

/1l'asaganta‘'k/ 'their toy (e.g. soldier)'

<‘l+'a§aqanta+'+k
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with
/1'asaqantaqa'/ ‘their toys®
l+ﬂa§aqanta+gg+'
compare
Jigayki'olek/ 'my little old man'1
'it+gay+ki+'olek
with
/'igayki'olga/ ‘my little old men'
'i+gaytki+tolektga (+ rule 12).
compare
/hicikenek/ ‘my bow®
. hi+cikenek
with
/hicekenqga/ 'my bows®

hi+gikenek+qa (+ rule 12)

l. Related to this, but scomewhat of an exception by
virtue: of the vowel following the final /k/ is

Sigayki/ 'my old man’®
Z'itgay+tki

/'igayqa/ 'my old men*
'itgaytqa :
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compare

/qallamek/ ‘our liver'
¢ qar+lamek (+ rule &)

with

/qallamqé/ ‘our livers'

¢ qar+lamek+ga (+ rule 4 and 12)

These last two examples are different structurally from
the preceding examples‘since they consist simply of the
base (inherently masculine) followed by the severalizer.
The final two phonemes beforé the severalizer, however, are
the same as the final two phonemes of the first example
(here the base is unmarked for gender, and the attributive
suffix {;ekg provides gender specification). Thus, it is
probable that, by analogy, both types of structures take

the same severalizer.

-l occurs with bases that end in
p———— m

compare
/1'an/ 'his stomach'

4 1+'am '
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with
/1'ammi/ 'his stomachs®
< 1+'am+mi
compare
/naqa 'em/ 'my river, gully®
& ﬁa+qa'em
with
/ﬁaqa'emmi/ 'my rivers, gullies’
< ﬁa+qa'emfmi
-'oce~: occurs with bases that end with
—_— the phonemes /e¢eesot/
compare
/qarwaglasot/ ‘our forearm'
{ qar+waqtl+hasot (+ rule 2 and 3)
with

~
/qarwaqlaso'oce/ ‘our forearms®

{ qar+waq+l4hasot+°oge
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compare
/hiqosot/ " 'my neck'
£ hi+gqosot
with
/hiqoso'oce/ 'my necks’®
(hi+quot+°oge
compare
/hicelasot/ 'my lower leg'
< hi+ce+l+hasot (4rule 2)
with

/hicelaso'oce/ ‘my lower legs'

2’hi+ge+i+hasot+'oae (+ rule 2)

10.3.3 'Many' or ‘'plural' = Position Class V

The morpheme {13 can occur alone following
the base, or as an additional suffix with either a dual or

severalizer suffix. For example:

-]

ap—
/litagal/ 'his claws'

li+'aga+l
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/'ita'al/ 'my fathers'

{'it+ta'a+l

/lasire'l/ *their trumpets'

<1a+§ire+'f;

When the second person plural possessive prefix occurs
with the morpheme {13 ‘'man' the third component does not
follow immediately after the base but is instead infixed

and palatalized afterthe 1 (see rule 6). For example:

/aarta‘ali/ ‘your fathers, parents’

< qar+tata+l+i (+ rule 6)

/aantalwali/ ‘your lands'

{qant+talwa+l+i f+ rule 6)

/qanamoli/ ‘your trunks (cut down)

¢ qanthamo+l+i (+ rule 6)
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11.0 Locative particles

As has already been made explicit in the verd morphology,
in Toba there is a continuous emphasis on locational
specificity as an important morphologicai and semantic
feature. This same emphasis is also a part of the nominal
morvhology.

Location in nominal forms is manifested in two different
word classes: nouns and pronounse. In both of these the
same exact set of morphological forms occur. In nouns
the particles may occur optionally (see 1l.2), whereas

in pronouns their occurrence is obligatory (see 1l.3).
11.1 Semantic categorization of particles

The locative particles are divided into two basic
concepts, presence or non=presence. They are then further
analyzed in terms of movement and non-movemente The
chart on the following page presents these conceptual
criteria.

 Por each of these locational concepts there is a
‘furthér.dichotomy based on gender. The result is a
morpheme for masculine and a morpheme for feminine gender.

The locative particles thus consist of twelve morphemes.
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Chart of Semantic Categorization of Particles

Particles

Present Non=present
-movement + movement ~movement +movement
stand sit lie motion ~eXistence motion
towards away

4
{ra} {ﬁ i} g i} {na {ka%, {so}
(rarsd  (naRiy ali} fana) fraxal fhaso}

11,2 Noun locative particles

. When the locative particles occur as part of the
noun, fhey are always the first morphological class. In
rapid speech they frequeﬁtly occur with secondary stress
_(see 3.11.1) and are followed by pause. This, however, is

 -never the case in slow, deliberate speech, and it is for

this reason that the particles are considered as an integral
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part of the noun morphology. Each particle. has only one
allomorph, the occurrence of which is described within

the context of a sentence.l

11.2.1 ‘'present, stand' {ra} (m)
{hara (£)

The partlcles{}ag andgbarég when preceding
the possessive prefixes of the noun specify two distinct
semantic notions. The more prevalent notion is 'present’',
that is, during the speech act the noun that is referred to
is present. The second notion is 'stand', that is, unless
otherwise indicated the noun referrent is considered to be
standing. By 'standing' the implication is that it is
normally on two legs. Thus, this particle can never be

used for animals.? For example:
The dog is biting the boy.

hinakta ranogotolek ' nimpi'og

1 2 3

l. This framework is utilized for the analysis, because
“locative particles can not occur in single word utterances.

2« On the other hand, inanimate nouns occur with the
varticle to indicate that they are in a vertical position.
Thus, for example, a house that is already built would occur
with the particle {ra} (see 1l.2.6 for the particle used
to indicate a house under construction).

1
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1. hinakta ¢ hi+nak+ta = is biting
2. ranogotolek ¢ ratnogoto+lek = +the boy
3. nimpi'oq € ni+mpi'ogq = the dog

The particle {ral provides the information
that the boy, the object of the verb, is both present
and that he is standinge The subject of the sentence,
the third word, indicates that the animal is also standing

(see 11.2.5),

11.2.2 ‘absent' {ké& (m)
fhakég ()

{ka} and {hakég indicate the lack of,
absence of, or non-existence of animate or inanimate

things. For example:

You cook the corn flour.

'anwaq kapolenta
1 2
1. ‘'anwag ‘antwagtfd = you (s) cook
2. kapolenta ka+polenta = corn flour (Sp. loan)
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Look for firewood.

‘awlayke gglagik

1 2
l. ‘'awlayke < ‘aw+la+@d+ike = you (s) look for
something
2. kalaSik ¢ ka+l+haSik = firewood

{ké} in both examples indicates that the object
of the verb is not present, and therefore not in sight.
It frequently occurs when the main verb of the sentence is

a verb like 'laok for' or 'search's.

11.2.3 'motion towards' {né% (m)

| {hané% (£)

{na% and {hanés indicate that the noun
referrent is in some way involved in an action that is a

motion towards something or someone. For example:

The students are fighting the police.

" lakwalero nwagatega nawataganak
1 2 3
1. lakwalero ¢ la+kwalero = +the students (derived from

Spanish 'los escolares')

2. nwagatega ( nitwatagatttega = they are fighting with
someane specific
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3. nawataganak ( natwatatagatnak = +the police, they
are approaching the
students

11.2.4 ‘'motion away' {sd%' (m)

{haéo (£)

(so and {paso% indicate that the noun
is involved in an action of moving away or almost out of

sight. For example:
My bird is.flying awaye

wayota so'iloqoy

1 2
l., wayota { wayo+ta = it is flying
2. so0'iloqoy « sot'it+logoy = my bird (motion away)

The notion of movement away also indicates that
something is moving into the past, or more specifically,

recent past time. For example:
The party last night was good.
'ongayk so'agigak gikpe
1 2 3

1. ‘ongayk { ‘'ongay+k = was good

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



229

2e §g'a§igak V4 so+'a+§igak = your party

3. gikpe' Z ;ik+pe = last night

1l.2.5 'sit down' {ﬁiz " (m)
{nafii} ()

The particle gﬁi} or {haﬁiiindicates non-
movement and the position of sitting down. It refers only
to humans sitting down. {ﬁiﬁ or {haﬁi} s however, is
utilized to indicate that an animal is on its legs, that
is, standing (see {ré} or {haréi for humans standing).l

For example:
The little old lady doesn't have her teeth.

haﬁi'igayna'ole qaykaWa kalwe'

1 2 3
1. hani'igayna'ole (¢ hani+'isay+na+'ole = the little
0ld lady sitting
down

2. gaykawa ¢ gaykawa not to have

3. kalwe' ( ka+li+we' = her teeth (lacking, not
‘present)
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The dog is looking at the boy.

nipi'oq hilota  ranogotolek

1 2 3
1. nipi'oq ¢ ni+pi'oq = the dog (standing)
2. hilota ¢ hi+lo+ta = it is looking
3. ranogotolek £ ra+tnogoto+lek = the boy (standing)

11.2.6 'lying down’ {31} (m)
{ha‘j’i} (£)

{5i3 and {bafi} indicate in both humans
and animals the notidn of lyingvdown, stretched out,
reclining. By extension, it then is also used for

inanimate objects, which are essentially flat. For,

examples
I'm looking at the womane.
sawasttigl Qgﬁi'alo
1 2
le sawasttigi ¢ sa+@a:t+t+igi = I am looking and

looking

2. hafi'alo £ ha§i+'alo = the woman (lying down)
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I'm building the house.

hi‘tottak iilma'
1 2
hi'ottak <{ hi+'ot+tak = I am building
iilma' 4 ii+l+ma' = +the house (not far from the

house, i.e. not vertical)

The sentence below will illustrate an extension
concept of lying down, because -it indicates that the

has already been slaughtered as it is no longer

mentioned as being upright (for example, haﬁi'olgaga ‘hen

[standing]) .

1.

2

Let us cook this hen.

sawotaq hagi'olgaga

1l 2
sawotag < satwotta+q = let us cook
ha}i‘olgaga <.ha3i+'olgaga = +the hen (lying

down)

11.3 Personal pronduns

The personal pronouns in Toba indicate subject

or object according to their position in the sentence. They
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consist of free morphemes for first and second persons
in both singular and plural. Third person forms, however,

must occur with one of the locative particles.

Chart of Personal Pronouns

Singular Plural
frayem} I, me’ {qomiz 'we, us'
{ramd  'you (asmi} . 'you'
{..mari} '*he, she, it {..:mari} 'they, them'

him, her, it'

The similarity between the phonemes of the second

person singular and first and second person plural in

the personal pronouns, the pronominal prefixes in verb
morphology and the possessive prefixes in noun morphology
is apparent. Thus, the singular second person form contain
the /'a/ phonemes which occur in the verb and noun prefixal
morphemes. In the plural first and second person words,

it is also possible to isolate the components of plurality.
/q/ occurs in both nouns and verbs in the same position,
and indicates plurality. In the second person plural form
.'the combination of {g...i} are also noted.

Third person singular and plural are formed differentlye.
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locative particles must co=occur with the suffixal

component =mari.

These particles function here

prefixes. The pronouns for third person

are the following:

{ramarig

{kamari&

(Rimari}
{$imari}

(namari}
(somari)
{haramari}
{nakamariy

{haﬁimari}
{hagimari}

{hanamar13

{hasomari}

'he is present, he is

standing'

'he is absent, he is
unknown to the speaker'

'he is sitting down'
'he is lying down'

'he is coming towards me
or you'

*he is going away from,
he is absent'

*she is present, she is
standing’

*she is absent, she is
unknown to the speaker'

'she is sitting down'
*she is lying down'

*she is coming towards me
or you'

'she is going away from,
she is absent'
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Third person plural personal pronouns are formed by

lengthening the vowel of the particle. Thus, for example:
{ra:mari} : *they (m) are standing'
{haka:mari} *they (f) are absent’
1l.4 Demonstrative pronouns

The demonstrative pronouns in Toba have the same
basic structure as the personal pronounse. If one assumes
they are formed from the personal pronouns, then the
following rules explain their derivation. The first three
rules apply to masculine formsj; rule one and rule four

apply only to feminine forms.
Rule 1: Reduplicate the locative particle.
For example:
ra —y rara *present, stand (m)"'
hara —> harahara 'present, stand (f)°

Rule 2¢ If the first vowel of the CVCV form is a

back vowel, then it changes to e'e.
For example:

rara —7 /4e'era/ th%s one,‘?hat one
' _ present
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soso —> se'eso 'this one, that one moving
away (m)"*

kaka -—> ke'eka 'this one, that one
absent (m) "'

nana -—3» ne'ena ‘this one, that one,
approaching (m)"*

Rule 3: TIf the first vowel of the CVCV form is a

high front vowel, then it changes to 'i.

For example:

~.~o ~. .~Q -
Nini we—=p ni'ini 'this one, that one,
sitting down'

5131 — gi'igi '*this one, that one,
- lying down'

Rule 4: Change the reduplicated /h/ to /*/.
For example:

harahara «» haratara 'this one, that one
standing (f)'

hakahaka -» haka'aka 'this one, that one
absent (f)'

hanihani -=» hani'ani 'this one, that one
sitting down (f)°

hagihagi-a ha}i'a}i 'this one, that one
_ : . lying down (f)°
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hanahana -—» hana'ana 'this one, that one
: approaching'

hasohaso -3 haso'aso 'this one, that one
. departing'

11.5 Shortened nronominal forms

These same demonstratives are frequently
shortened into vperscnal pronominal forms but only for the
third person. This is done by dropping the phonemes before

the glottal stop. [For example:

re'‘era —» ‘era 'he is standing there'

ke'eka — ‘'eka 'he is not present'

hana'ana — 'ana 'she is coming towards'
. Y. v. . .

haji'aji = 'aji 'she is lying down'

These shortened forms are used primarily in interrogative

sentences. For example:
Which girl Went_yesterdgy?
neget :259 hek Ei#ayt
1l 2 3 L

l. neget = question word- what, which

2. ‘'aka = pronoun - she (not present)

-
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3+ hek = third person singular - goes

4, Sikayt = adverb - yesterday
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80 Text analysis

8e1 Introduction

The following short text was chosen for the analysis
because it was elicited from a monolingual speaker of Toba
who only recently had come into contact with ;he national
culture.l The effect of this change is evident in the
nature of the topic, which indicates the missionary
influence on the aspirations of the native Toba. It also
indicates the degree of discomfort the speaker felt talking
about his life in front of. strangers.. The effects of
exposure to Spanish are also indicated within the text by
the occasional use of loan words.

The purpose of presenting a text with a compléte
analysis is to exemplify some of the morphological processes
whidh have been described in this.grammar. In order to

include all the information in an orderly presentation, the

l. This informant, named Abel Castro, is about 80 years
old. He was interned at a rural tuberculosis center run by
an Argentine doctor in Casteli, a town in the northwest
corner of the province of the Chaco. His son, Serafino
Castrn, was a patient there and had recently moved his
family from even further narth near the Bolivian border
to the outskirts of this small town. As part of the rest
and recuveration procedure, the doctor's wife ran a small
school during the day for the children and in the evening
for adults. Her pedagogic approach was unique in Argentina,
because she attemoted to teach her students to read and
write in their native language before she exposed them to

the national curriculum. .
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following procedure has been adopteds. First, a free English
translation will be given. This will be followed by a
sentence to sentence breakxdown of the toxt itself. This
breakdown will take the fofm of a phonemic transcription

of the sentence, followed below by an interlinear breakdown
by morphemes, by a word for word literal translation and

by a mofpheme reference number. These reference numbers
refer to the list of morphemes at the end of this chapter.
This list of morphemes in turn identifies the sections in
chapters five through eleven where the verbal and nominal

morphological analyses are locatede.
12.2 Free English translation of Toba text

1. Thank you very muche 2. Now I am an old

man. 3. And now the good hings in life are reaching
me. U4, Before, there were no white people in my life,
and 5. now I give them my thanks. 6. Many thanks, life
is goods. 7. My grandchildren, who keep on appearing,
are going to find the good life. 8. Poor little me, in
the past I was without knowledge. 9+ No one taught me.
10. And now, many thanks, for there is a god who helps me.

11, Vhat else? 12, I didn't know these things. 13. I
didn't know about flour, I couldn't find yerba tea. 1lk4. .The
only thing I ate was food found on the ground.

15 My strength is increasing.

16. I could only find fish. What else? What other
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type of food? That was all.
17. And now I am very happy. 18. All my grande
children are learning more and more.
19. And, as for me, it appears that my wisdom is
increasing.
20« My grandchildren are finding wisdom, thank you.
I am thankful.
2l. God, our father, took pity on us. 22, And I too
am happye
23+ Oh yes, I have a name. 24, What is the name those
white men gave me?
25« My grandfather was named Megesoqoge. '26. I am his
grandscne 27 1 am named Nesogogi. '

28, That's it. 29. Goodbye.

12.3 Transcription, morphemic analysis and literal

translation
1. haha galota rani‘acik
haha galota ra~na=‘acik
25 1 2 3 &4
many presente-my-thanks
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2. Nagi hayem'olek masi
nagi hayem=-‘olek masi
5 6 7 8
now I-diminutive almost
3¢ Qaqka nagi nwi
gag=ka nagi n=-wi
12 13 5 14 15
and-absent now it-arrive
Y. Ko'olasa qalgayka
ko'oiaga galqayka
. 18 15
A long time before

ago

241

'isayki

'igay=-ki

lo 11

o0ld=man

ran'on

ra=n-='on

2 16 17

present=one's-
good thing

qayka

qayka

20

was not
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'.
narogsik .
n-roq-gik

16 22 21

one ‘'s=non-Toba=male

5. Qalga‘a nagi ni'acik'olek haha
galga'a nagi ha=-‘acik-'olek haha
214 5 3 04 7 25
and then now my=thanks=little
6« Qalota rani'acik n‘on
Qalota' ra=na-'acik n="'on
1 2 3 L 16 17
mapy present-my=-thanks someone 's=good thing
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8.

Naywaloi
na-hi-wal-pi
9 26 23 27

approaching~my-
grandchild-
many

Hayem'olek

hayem='olek

me-little
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waqfega
waq~tak=ega
28 .80 29

find-ing-some
thing
specific

qalqa'agi
qalqa"a-hafi
24 31

and then=here

sotta
sotta

37

in the past
recently

243

kan'on

ka-n—'on
13 16 17
not present=one's
good thing
selamaggta‘aget
s=lam=aga=tak-a'a=~get
32 33 3+ 8 .35 36

I-unknow=ing=not
moving-approached
to me
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9. Qayka
qayka
20

was not

10, Qalga‘'a
gqalga’'a
24

and then

wo'okaDios
wo'o=ka=-Dios
L1 13 42

thére is-not
presente
God

244

yapégen hayem
repage=n hayem
38 39 4o 6
it=~understand=-s me
nagi galota rani'acik
nagi | qalota ra=na='acik
| 5 1 3 2 4
now many present=-my=thanks
'itawan hayem haha
r=-tawa~-n hayem haha
38 44 Lo 25
he=help=s yes

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



11. Neget
neget
bs

What

12, Sasawana
SO =S e em]lw2
L 32 49 4o 50

not=I=knowe=some
thing

13. Sanawane
sa=na-wane'
b7 52 53

not=I=find

to'okok§
to'oko=ka
he6 13

else?

kamari
ka-mari
13 51

not yet present-it

kafarina sanawane'
ka-'ariﬁa sa-na=wane"
13 54 b7 52 53
absent-flour  not-I-find
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kayirwa

ka~yirwa

13 55

absent~herb tea

14, Ndotrek namayge nigar'olqay haha
ndotrek na—mayge Ni-garesei= haha
‘olga
56 9 58 59 43 60 25
only things approaching- sitting-your- yes
one's own uncultivated

food products

15, ‘I‘'anamatega ' haha
r-'ana~aga-tak-ega haha
38 62 34 80 29 25

it-stronger- grow-ing-for
someone
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16.
ra'‘a
63

only

to'oko
to'oko

L6

else

17. Qaqnagiré
qag=-nagi-ra

12 5 2

and-now=-present I-happy-that's
right

247

kani'ag ra'aka neget
ka=-ni'aq ra‘é-ka neget
13 64 63 13 bs
absent=fish only=-absent what
ﬁaia hanog tenawak haha
ka=-la hanoq 'enawak haha
13 65 66 67 25
absente comestible that's all yes
~other '
nitonagak liarayk
ﬁa-to—nagak ltarayk
52 68 79 81
very
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18, ‘'Enawak . naywalpi - wo'oka
‘enawak naehi=-wale=pi wo'o=ka
. 67 9. 26 23‘ 27 L1 13
:all approaching=my=- here~not
grandchild-many present
yayate'n haha
Teoo'=yate=n haha
72 Lo 25
they=know
19. Qagayem fiko' yayanaganagak
qaq~hayem r=ko' hi-yanag-nagak
12 6 38 73 26 83 79
and=-to me my wisdom-it is

it—~seems

true
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‘era . haha
‘era haha

74 25

it is present

20. Wagtega naywalpi qaq qalota
wag=-tak-ega na=hi=wal=pil qaq galota
28 80 29 9 26 23 27 12 1
find=ing it approaching-=my-~ and many
(wisdom) grandchild-
many
"n va ~Q ’.
rani'tacik ni'acik'olek haha
~ ~ "~ L 4
ra~-na-'acik na-‘acike~'olek haha
2 3 4 3 4 7 25
present—my=- my=thanks-~1little
thanks
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él. 'Ioren
L 4
r=coren=n
38 75 4o
he=pitie~s
22. Qagayem
gag=hayem
12 6

And to me

23. Hayem

hayem

gomi

qomi

76

us

qarta‘'a
qar=ta's
77 78
our-father
nitotaget
na-to-ta-get
52 68 80 36

I-happy=-am being-
approaching me

ray'enagak
ra~hi-'e=nagak

2 26 84 79

God

haha
haha

25

present-my-name-it is true
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24k, Negetto ram . rogsik - l'enasak
neget=to ra=m roq-gik l-'e-nagak
Ls 85 2 30 | 22 21 L8 84 79
what is it present- non-Toba- it=-name=that's
emphatic male true
25. Hayem yapi' kal'enagak megesoqoge
hayem hi-pi® kafl-'e-nagak megesogooe
6 26 69 1348 B 79 5
1 my grand-' absent-his-name megesogoce
father it is true
26, Hayem lawal
hayem l=wal
6 L8 23
I (am) his-grandchild
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27, Hayem
hayem
6
I (am)

28.

29. :
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nesogogi hi'enagak - haha
nesogofi hi='e~nagak haha

61 26 84 79 25
nesogofi my-name=it is

: true

Qaqnagéhagi

qaq-nage-hagi

12 70 31

and=-it's finished=here

Nal'en
nal'en
82

Good=bye

252



12 4 Analysis

253

Morpheme Number lorpheme
1. galota
24 ra
3e na
b, ‘acik

- 5 nagi
6. hayen

Syntactical analysis

modifier = much, many
(always followed by

the locative particle)

locative particle =
present, standing (m)

(see 110201)

first person singular
personal possessive
prefix = my

(see 9¢3.2.1)

noun root= thanks,
appreciation

(see 8.3)
time modifier = now

personal pronoun, first
person singular = I, me

(see 11.3)
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Syntactical Analysis

Moroheme Number Yoroheme
70 'Olek

Be masi

90 na

10. 'igay
11, ki

12.- qaq

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

attributive suffix =
diminutive

(see‘lO.Z.S)
modifier = almost

locative particle =
approaching (m)

(see 1l.2.3)

noun root = old person

(see 8.3)

attributive suffix of
gender differentiation
masculine

(see 10.2.2.4)

connective = and
gaqra = and it is now
present |
gagka = and I never
even thoughte.e.
(also like morpheme 1
it is always followed

by a locative particl@
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Morpheme number Morpheme Syntactical Analysis

13. ka | locative particle
absent, not present,
not yet present (m)
(note use with Dios
[God is invisible],
and with question
words) |

(see 1l¢2.2)

14, n - third person singular
| pronominal prefix =
it _
(see 6.3.1.3\

15. wi - verb root = arrive
(see 5.3)
" 16, n indefinite person

possessive prefix =
someone's

(see 9ulro1.k)

17. ‘on noun root = the good, a
good thing
(see 8.3)
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Morpheme number

Mornheme

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23,

24,

ko'olasa

galgayka

qayka

v.
sik

roq

wal

gqalga’'a

256

Syntactic analysis

time adverb = a long-

time ago

time adverb = before,

but ne longer

negativizer of existential

= not [there is]

attributive suffix of
gender and generation =
masculine -

(see 10.2+262)

noun root = non-Toba

(sée 8.3)

noun root = grandchild

(see 8.3)

time adverb = and then
(seems to indicate
time change - perhaps
some temporal focus

marker)
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Syntactic. analysis

Iiorvheme number Morphemne
254 haha

26, hi

274 pi

28. waq

29, ega

30. m

particle = yes
(also signals beginning
or end of thought = best
explanation here as a

paragraph marker)

first person singular
personal vpossessive
prefix = my

(see 9¢3¢1e1)

particle = many
(capable of being put

into piles)

verb root = come across,

meet by accident

(see 5.3)

verb suffix = intentive

(see 7.5.2)

particle = emphatic
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llorpheme number Ilorpheme

31, ' haji
32 s
33. lam
3L, aga
35.‘ a'a

258

Svntactic.analysis

locative particle =
lying down, here,
crosswise motion
(accompanied by hand
gesture indicating
that motion) (fF)
(see 1l.2.6)

first person singular
pronominal prefix = I

(see 64342.1)

_verb root = t¢ be without

knowledge, to go without
knowing where

(see 5.3)

stem formative

(see 5.4)
verb suffix = unchanging
position |

(see 7.3.1)
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Morpheme numnber Morpheme Syntactic analysis

36. ' get verbal suffix = direction
towards the speaker

(See 70“’.7)

37 sotta " time adverb = time that's

already past

38. r. third person singular
pronominal prefix =
he, she, it

(see 643e2.3)

39. page verb root = understand
(see 5.3)
ho. n punctual aspect

(see 7e¢242)

Li, wo'o particle = there is,

there are
ho, . Dios Spanish loan = God

L3, qareesi second person plural
possessive prefix

(see 9.4,.2)
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Syntactic analysis

Morohene number Morpheme
by, tawa

s, neget
Lg, to'oko
47. sa

48, 1

49. . wa

50 a

verb root = help

(see 543)

interrogative morpheme

what?

adverb = other thing
(occurs only with

question neget)

negativizer of verbd

no

third person plural

possessive prefix =

his, her, its

(see 9¢3¢143)

verb root = know, be

acquainted with

(see 5.3)

singular object verb
suffix = him, her, it
one

(see 7.7.1)

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



261

Morvheme number morphema Syntactic Analysis
51. mari personal pronoun, third

person, base

(see 11.3)

52 na first person singular
pronominal prefix = I

(see 6+3.1.1)

53 wane' verb root = to find, come
upon
(see 5.3)

54, 'arina Spanish loan = harina
(flour)

55 yirwa 'Spanish loan = yerba
(herb tea)

56. ndotrek modifier = alone, only

57.. megesoqoce noun = name in Toba,

meaning unknown
v - -
58, mayce modifier = one's own

59 | ni locative particle = sitting
down (human), standing

(animal) (see 11l.2.5)
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Moroheme number Liorpheme Syntactic analysis

60« ' ‘olqa compound noun root =

comida sylvestre (un-

cultivated food products)

(see 8.4)

v *
61l. nesogoji noun = name in Toba,

meaning unknown

624 'ana . verb root = to grow strong
(see 5.43)

63. ra'a ' modifier = only

64, ni'aq noun roo*% = fish
(see 2.3)

65. ia modifier = other

66 . hanoq noun root = food

(see 8.72)

67« *enawak modifier = all, total
68. f to ' verb root = to be happy
(see 5¢3)
. 69, pi' noun root = grandfather
(see 8.3)
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Morvheme numbar Morohemne Syntactic analysis

70« nace time adverdb = its over,
finished

71. yate verb root = to know,

i.es to have knowledge

(see 5.3)

72 Xeoo' third person plural
pronominal prefix

(see 6.l443)

73, o ko' verb root = appear
(see 5.43)
2, ‘era demonstrative pronoun =

that is, present

(See 1105)
?5.. h core verb root = to have pity
(see 543)
| 760 2__ qomi personal pronoun, first

person plural = we, us

(see 11.3)
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¥Yornheme number lorpheme Svntactic analysis

77 ' qar first person plural
possessive prefix

(See 9014’.1.1)

78 ta'a noun root = father
(see 8.3)

79 nagak particle = it is true

80. tak progressive aspect
suffix

(See 702-1)

81, ltarayk modifier = very

82. nal‘en particle = farewell,

goodbye, that's it

83. yanaq noun root = wisdom
(see 8.3)

8h4. ‘e noun root = name
(S.ee 803)

85. to particle attached to

interrogative = what

is i1t that? .
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APPENDIX A: LIST OF ROOTS

The following list contains the verb and noun roots
used in this grammare. They are listed alphabetically
according to the Toba with those letters having superscripts
following the letter alone. The glottal stop is placed
last. A small n refers to a noun root; a small v refers to

a verb root (see sec. 5.3 and 8.3).

ce leg (n)

cel bathe (v)

i gut (n)

co parent (n)

ha daughter-in-law (n)
hali look at (v) |

hamo trunk (n)

hanogq cheek (n)

hag upper part (n)

hasot waist (n)

hawak cave (n).

hawe- feather, eyebrow (n)
here book (n)

higo set (v)

ke go (v)

ke back, outside wall (n)
kewo walk alone (v) ‘
ke'e eat (v)
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kifak heart (n)

ko grandmother (n).
koma rest, sate (v)
koma' stone (h)

kon grab (v)

kore » pour out (v)
kowe horn (n)

la see, look at someone (v)
lamek liver (n)

lawat kill (v)

1la® sun (n) -

lek xey (n)

lo reach (v)

lo look at (v)

lo awaken (v)

lom shirt (n)

lote eyelash (n) -
"Tek knee (n)

Je'e brother-in-law (n)
1it play (v)

ma rest

ma push

ma ' house (n)

me : buy (v)

mehen | stare (v)

mik nose (n)
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moq
nak
na'a

no

pela’
pet
pigog
pike
pil
pilot
pi'
pi‘a’
po' .
poto
gqaya
qayk
qa’
qa‘em

qo

267

spouse (n)

bite (v)

lie dovm (Vv)

sibling'(n) ‘
leavg get out (v)

flesh above buttocks (n)
wash oneself (v)

study, teach (v)

root (n)

to be (v)

bone, where eyebrows are (n)
shoe (n)

believe, éppear

chew a chewy thing (v)

.arm (n)

elder sister (n)

wash (face, hands) (v)
grandfather (n)

foot (n)

close (v)

dress (n)

sibling (n)

road, head (n)

chin (n)

river, gully'(n)

neck area (n)
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qom Toba (n)

qopaq handkerchief (n)

qosot collar ﬁn)

ronag | brother-in=law (n)

ro'o hat, cap (n)

sapat want to go (v)

sa:st belt (n)

SO | niece, nephew, aunt (n)
S0 body hair, fur (n)
sog:0k patio (n) o

som door (n)

soq 1ift up, reach out (v)
s0'0 raise (v)

so‘'on “seat, chair (n)

si remove, sort out, card (cotton) (v)
gip tell a lie (v), a lie (n)
sire trumpet (n)

ta shoot (v)

tagoq blood (n)

" taq talk (v)

ta'a ‘ father (n)

te rump (n)

tela ear (n)

:te‘e mother (n)

toge ' chest (n)

towe salt (n)

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



269

wa look for (v)
waga hit (v)
wagay sea (n)
walek go slowly (v)
waq hand (n)
wat open (v)
wast see (v)
wek get up, 1lift up (v)
wel palm (n)
wed ache (v)
wet szalt (n).
weta be located (v)
wik burn (v)
yam prepare (v)
- yet go (v)
yO&0 wash (v)
‘aga call (v)
“'aga claw (n)
‘ala hurry (v)
‘am stomach (n)
‘eman loft-gide (h)
‘ep hunt (v)
'i be afraid (v)
'igay _ old person (n)
‘o ' ride, gojkV)
'oce sleep (v)
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'ok leather (n)

'olqa wild animals (n)
‘on sing (v)

‘ona work (v), work (n)
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APPENDIX B: LIST OF AFFIXES

-3

~ayke= -
3 10w
-get
haka

b 4 -
haji=-

hang-

hanie-

hara=
haso=
hi-

.U
wlistee

ja=-

singular object pronominal suffix 7.7el.

verb stem formative 5.4

attributive nominal suffix 'manufactured’
10.2.3.

desiderative verbal suffix 7.5.1.

unchanging position verbal suffix 7e.3.1.

intentive verbal suffix 7.5:2.

direction verbal suffix ‘towards speaker'

locative particle (f)'absent' 1l.2.2.

locative particle (f) 'lying down' 1ll.2.6.

locative particlé (f) *motion towards®
J1le263e |

locative particle (f) 'sit down' 1l.2.5.

locative particle (f) ‘present, stand’
11.2.1

locative particle (f)

11.2.4,

'‘motion away'

first person singular personal possessive
prefix 9¢3.1l.le

repetitive verbal Suffix 760

attributive nominal suffix ‘'protruding’
10,2.4.2

first person singular pronominal prefix

6.36301
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J3eoce(=

-ji-

ka-

-l

leco'™

=lek

=leke

-l0

272

first person plural pronominal prefix
6oktal,

locative particle (m) 'lying down'
11.2.6.

enumerative nominal suffix ‘'several’
10+3.2,

locative particle (m) ‘absent' 1l.2.2.

attributive nominal suffix °'flat in
shape' 10.2.4.1,

male gencder nominal suffix 10e2.2.5.

third person singular personal possessive
prefix 9e3ele3e

indefinite'person singular personal
possessive prefix 9.3.2.4.

enumerative nominal suffix 'many' ‘'plural’
10.343.

third person plural personal possessive
prefix 9.413.

female gender nominal suffix 10242656

direction verbal suffix 'on top of*' ‘over’
7elbe5e

male gender nominal suffix 10¢2¢2656

plurai object pronominal suffix 7.7.3.

third person singular pronominal prefix

6030103.
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Neoso'=

Neeso'™

nae=-

nae-

273

third person singular personal possessive
prefix 9.3.2.3.

indefinite person singular personal
possessive prefix 9e3.l.4

punctual aspect suffix 7.2.2,

third person plural pronominal prefix
63 |

third person plural personal possessive
prefix 9.4.3.

locative particle (m) ‘motion towards®
11.243

third person singular pronominal prefix
64¢3c3¢30

female gender nominal suffix 10e24245

third person plural pronominal prefix
6a030

first person singular pronominal prefix
6e34lel,

first person singular personal possessive
prefix 9+¢3.2e1s

first persoh plurai pronominal prefix
6lle

locative particle (m)‘'sit down®' 1ll.2.5.

direction verbal suffix 'up to down'

Zelbe3e
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qan-

QaNesei=-

qanoo.i'

gare

qar...im

J3reeel=

‘qaWeeoel=

Teoe'=

rae

274

knees bent position verbal suffix
76330

circular position verbal suffix 7.3.2.

gender 6f younger sibling nominal
suffix 10.2.242

first person plural personal possessive
prefix Gelele2.

second person plural pronominal'prefix
Gelte2424

second person plural personal possessive
rroefix Qe.l4e2.

first person plural personal possessive
prefix Qeltelele

second person plural pronominal prefix
6olte242, _

second person plural personal possessive
prefix 9.le24

second person plural pronominal préfix
Gelbe2e2,

third person singular pronominal prefix
6.302.2.

third person plural pronominal prefix
Gelte3e

locative particle (m) ‘present' 11l,.2.l.

feminiﬁe.aécending generation nominal

ASUffiX 1002.203.

-
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SO=-

.,
=S
vc
=sigem
.l
=SiKe
-tak

. =to=

“=wek

-WO

‘ane

fan=-

275

first person singular pronominal prefix
6.3.2.1.

first person plural pronominal prefix
6.l.1,

locative particle (m) 'motion away’
1l.2.4.

female péer nominal suffix 10.2.243.

direction verbal suffix 'down to up'
Tolbolte

male peer nominal suffix 10.2.2.3.

progressive aspect suffix 7.2.1.

gender of kin nominal suffix 10.2.2.1.

enumerative nominal suffix 'dual’
10.3.1. |

dual object pronominal suffix 7e7e2.

affinal relati&nship nominal suffix
10.2.10

direction verbal suffix ‘inside to
outside' 7.4.1.

direction verbal suffix 'in' 7.4.2.

male relation nomiﬁal suffix 10.2.2.4.

second person singular pronominal prefix
6e3ele2,

second person singular personal poss=

essive prefix 9e¢3.2.2.
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fare

Oaw-

—'0-

-'o0ga

-'ole

«'olek
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second person sipgular pronominal
prefix 6¢3¢2.24

second person singular personal possessive
prefix 9e3ele2¢

second verson singular pronominal
prefix 6e.3¢2.2.

gender of vounger sibling nominal suffix
10.24242

direction verbal suffix 'across space’

7elte®

attributive nominal suffix (f) diminu-

tive 10.2.5.
attributive nominal suffix (m) diminu-

tive 10.2050
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